Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 







HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




i 



A 



J^wtorp of Jfreemafionrp, 

in (iDanaba 

from itn 3Intvoductfon in 1 749 



COMPILED AND WRITTEN FROM 
OFFICIAL RECORDS AND FROM MSS. 
COVERING THE PERIOD 1749-1858, IN 
THE POSSESSION OF THE AUTHOR 



Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada 

% 

Author of "y/ History of the Cryptic Rite" '* History of the 
Knights Templars in Canada" and "Talks with Craftsmen 

laolume ttoo 



9* 



TORONTO 

i iBeotge 0, fRotan% & Company, undM 

1900 




" DO I SS" 



MAR 26 1919*' 




fifii 5" 



^-Axaoamlj^ yV\ ■ ujoHaulH 



I-* 




Soc '¥050,Hl2,,f¥zi^ 




Entered according to the Act of the Parliament of Canada, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, by J. Ross Robert- 
SON, in the office of the Minister of Agriculture. 



\ 



LIBRARY 



•»«■*" 



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 537 



CHAPTER LXXV. 

The Thirteenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, at Toronto, in November, 1851. 

The half-yearly cominunication at Toronto, in November of 1851, 
was one of ordinary character. Routine business was transacted, and 
a vote of thanks passed to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for the 
hospitable reception accorded officers of the Grand Lo<ige and breth- 
ren of Toronto, while attending the celebrated railway jubilee in Bos- 
ton in September, 1851. The minutes read: 

At a half-yearly commumcatiotip holden at Toronto^ on Wednesday, the 
I3th day of November, 1851. 

present: 

Right Worshipful Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, in the 
chair. 

V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bros. Richard Bull. G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. A. Bumside, G. Treasurer. 

V, W. Bro. F. Richardson. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Donald McLean, as G. Senior Deacon. 

W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. John O. Heward, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. W. H. Weller, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. A. H. Coulson, Bro. L. Langstaff, Bro. H. Meyer, Bro. J. R. Mount- 
joy. G. Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, with several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at eight o'clock p.m. 

The by-laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly comniiinication of the Grand Locico 
holden at Toronto, on Wednesday and Thursday, the nth and 12th days of 
June. 1851: and of an especial meeting, holden at Port Hope, on Tuesday, the 
0th dSy of September. 185 1, were read and confirmed. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from R. W Bro Wm Hadi^oly. 
Grand Master for the District of Montreal and William Henry, conveying his 
thanks for the resolution in favor of the said R. W. Brother, unanimou^^ly 
adopted at the last halt-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

The Rev. Bro. MeyerhoflFer had been expelled at a previous 
conimunicaticn on charf^es broupfht by Ionic lod^e. and at this com- 
munication the Rev. Bro. McAlpin was to be disciplined. 

It was moved by V. W. Kivas Tully. Grand Senior Warden, and seconded 
by V. W. Bro. Richard Bull. Grand Junior Warden. — That a committee of 
three brethren be appointed to investigate and rcp<irt forthwith on the charirf^ 
against the Rev. Bro. Harvey McAlpin. of Kempt ville Lodge, as contained in 
the report of the W. Master of said lodge to the communication of the Grain! 
Secretary, dated June 30, 185 1. 

The motion, being put to the Grand Lodge. wa< neiiativcd. 

It was then resolved, that the report of the Kempt vi lie lodge, and the evi- 
deuce in support of it, be taken into consideration by thi« Grand Lodge forth- 
with. 

The Grand Secret arv then read to the Grand T otii^o .is mtich of the evi- 
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dence as was sufficient to substantiate the charges preferred against the Rev. 
Bro. Harvey McAlpin, when it was 

Resolved, — That the Rev. Bro. Harvey McAlpin be expelled from the 
Grand Lodge, and all the privileges of Masonry. 

The great railway jubilee of 1850 had attracted many Canadians 
to the American city, Boston. Many of these were Masons, and 
while at '* The Hub," tney had been handsomely treated. It was, 
therefore, 

" Resolved unanimously, — ^That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be con- 
veyed to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for the fraternal and hospitable 
reception given to the officers of this Grand Lodge and the several brethren 
under this jurisdiction, while attending the railroad jubilee in Boston on the 
17th, i8th and 19th days of September last, and that the Grand Secretary do 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts.'* 

The Grand Secretary presented to the Grand Lodge a report from the 
Board of General Purposes, in relation to the accounts of the Grand Treasurer 
during the past Masonic year, which was received and adopted. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge that since the last regular 
communication he had received reports of the proceedings of the following 
Grand Lodges of the United States, viz.: — Arkansas. Mississippi, New Jersey. 
Louisiana, New York, Indiana, Delaware. California. Connecticut, Massa- 
chusetts, Iowa, Texas, Columbia and Kentucky. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by by-law for the annual election of Treasurer, 
and the appointment of other Grand officers; whereui)on 

V. W. Bro. Alexander Burnside was duly elected to the office of Grand 
Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year. 

The R. W. Dejputy Grand Master was then pleased to appoint the following 
brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, all of 
whom, together with the Grand Treasurer-elect, were duly installed in person, 
or by proxy, and proclaimed according to ancient form: 

V. W. Bro. Greorge Cunningham. P. M. Lodge No. 23. G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, M. Lodge No. 11, G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, Lodge No. 18. G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Bro. Adam Wilson, M. Lodge No. 13. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, M. Lodge No. 18. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell. P. M. Lodge No. 18, G. Senior Deacon. 

Bro. Henry S. Reid, M. Lodge No. 28. G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. John Tully, Lodge No. i, G. Superintendent of Work? 

Bro. John O. Reward, S. W. Lodge No. j8. G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. Wm. Jamieson, Lodge No. i. Assistant Director of CereTnonie!^. 

Bro. J. P. Clarke, Lodge No. i, G. Organist. 

W. Bro. Thomas Paul, P. M. Lodge No. i, G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. W. H. Weller, S. W. Lodge No. i. G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. J. R. Mountjoy, Lodge No. i: Bro. D. McDonald, Lodge No. i: 
Bro. Hiram Piper, Lodge No. 1; Bro. A. H. Coulson. Lodsrc No. 18: Bro. P. 
P. Stow, Lodge No. 18: Bro. John Blackburn. Lodge No 18. G. Stewards 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The months of June and November, in which the semi-annual 
communications of the Grand Lodge were held, were foimd not to be 
as convenient as Mav and October, so that it was 

" Resolved, — That Article No. 21 of the Grand Lodge by-laws be so altered 
that May and October may be .substituted for the meeting of the Grand Lodpe. 
instead of June and November." 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at half-past eleven o'clock p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary 
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CHAPTER LXXVI. 

The Fourteenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, at Toronto, in June, 1852. 

The half-yearly communication was held at Toronto in June, 
1852. At the opening of Grand Lodge an address was delivered by 
R. W. Bro. Ridout, but it is not reported in the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings. This is the first allusion to any address at a Provincial 
Grand Lodge meeting since the time that the position was occupied 
by R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon. A proposition to again memorialize 
the Grand Lodge of England was again placed on the notice paper, 
and other routine matters were disposed of. 

At ,a half-yearly communication, holden at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 
Qtb day of June. 1852. 

present: 

Right Worshipful Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, in the 
Chair. 

V. W. Bro. Geo. Cunningham. G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. Chaplain 

V. W. Bro. A. Burnside, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon. as G. ReRi'^trar. 

V. W. Bro. F. Richardson. G Secretary 

W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, G. Senior Deacon. 

Bro. F- W. Barron, as G Junior Deacon 

Bro. John TuHy, G, Superintendent 01 Works 

Bro. Jofi'n O. Heward, G. Director of CcremoiiTs 

Bro. W. M. Jamieson, Assistant D. of C 

W. Bro. Thomas Paul, G. Sword Bearer 

Bro. W. H. WcUcr, G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. J. R- Mountjoy, Bro. Hiram Piper. Bro. -\ H Cuulv..n Bro John 
Blackburn, Bro. Donald McDonald, G. Stewards. 

Bro. Jos. Rogerson, as G. Steward. 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at eight o'clock p.m . with solemn 
prayer. 

The by-laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge. 
holden at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 12th day of November. 1851. were read 
and confirmed. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to deliver an address to the 
Grand Lodge. 

It is unfortunate that this address was not included in the MSS. 
It mav be said that none of the MSS. of the ihir<i Provincial r,rand 
I-odge is in existence save the rej^ster hook and one set of the printed 
proceedings, from which these are re-printed. 

The lodgres at Whitbv and at Kitlev were never ver>* prosperous 
organisations Tlio former ha<l made successive efforts to work from 
about 180R. but even under the second Provincial Grand Lodge of R. 
W. McGillivrav it did not do much work The minute^ conclude: 
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The Grand Secretary, by order of the Grand Lodge, made a repojt rela- 
tive to the several lodges at present under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary laid before the Grand Lodge the dispensations of 
the Unity Lodge, Whitby, and of the Harmony Lodge, Kitlcy,— tiie same 
having been sent to him by the brethren holding them at the time the lodges 
ceased to work, accompanied by communications, stating in both cases that 
for a long time previous the lodges had not met in consequence of the non- 
attendance of brethren, and that they could not pay their dues to the Grand 
Lodge, in consequence of nearly all the members being heavily in arrears 
to their respective lodges. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge that, since the last 
regular communication, he had received reports of the proceedings of the 
following Grand Lodges of the United States, viz.: — Maryland, New York, 
California, New Hampshire, Illinois, Columbia, New Jersey, Michigan, Ala- 
bama, Vermont, North Carolina and Georgia. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from the Secretary of the 
Dalhousie Lodge, No. 24, Bytown, enclosing a copy of two amended by-laws. 
Articles 8 and 10, which proposed amendments not being contrary to the con- 
stitution, were allowed. Also a letter from the Secretary of the same lodg^e 
praying for a dispensation to enable the lodge to attend at the ceremony of 
laying the foundation stone of a Methodist church, to be erected in the town 
of Bytown, which was also granted. 

The first effort of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West 
under England for Canadian independence was made by W. Bro. 
Joseph Hall of Belleville lodge in a resolution of which he gave notice 
at this meeting of the provincial body. If it did not accomplish the 
result anticipated it, at least, indicated that there was a strong feeling 
in the Craft for independence. The notice of motion read: 

"W. Bro. Jos. B. Hall. P.M., Belleville Lodge No. 4, gave noticc-^hat 
at the next regular meeting of the Grand Lodge, he would move the following 
resolution, or one to the same effect : 

" That, in consequence of the wide spread of Masonry in this province, 
together with the fact that lodges are now working under warrants from the 
Grand Lodges of England and Ireland, to whom large remittances are annually 
made, drawing from the Craft in Canada funds which ought to be retained in 
the province, from which a fund might ultimately be raised to form some insti- 
tution, alike creditable to the Craft and beneficial to the community, it be 
resolved, that this Provincial Grand Lodge petition the Grand Lodge of Eng^- 
land, to be permitted to exercise sole control over the affairs of Masonry in 
this province, and that the Grand Lodge of England be masonically requested 
to use its influence with the Grand Lodge of Ireland, to induce those lodges 
now working under its authority to submit to the decision of this Grand 
Lodge. " 

The Provincial Grand Lodge had no general fund for benevolent 
purposes, but generally listened to the appeal of a distressed widow, 
as in the following: instance: 

" Bro. Thomas Luard, a visiting brother residing at Prescott, by permis- 
sion from the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, brought before the notice of the 
Grand Lodge a case of great distress, experienced by the widow of the late Bro. 
Adolphus Frederick Morgan, a member and Past Master of the Goderich 
Union Lodge, No. 10, Goderich, C.W., said widow being left entirely destitute. 
but with nine children looking to her for support, whereupon it was 

" Resolved — ^That the sum of £12. los. be placed at the disposal of Bro. 
Luard, for the benefit of the widow and orphans of the late Bro. Adolphus 
Frederick Morgan, and that the subordinate lodges under the jurisdiction of 
this Provincial Grand Lodge be requested to assist the family of our deceased 
brother as far as their funds will warrant." 
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The Provincial Grand Lodge fully realized " that all work and 
no play " was not good for those who were cither in pursuit of daily 
bread or engaged in Craft work, for it was 

** Resolved, — ^That a ball be given under the direction of this Grand Lodge 
at its next half-yearly meeting in October, and that the expenses of the same 
be defrayed by the sale of tickets for that purpose. 

" The Grand Lodge was closed at ten o'clock p.m., with solemn prayer. 

'(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary.** 



CHAPTER LXXVIL 

The Fifteenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, held at Toronto, in October, 1852. 

At the regular half-yearly meeting in October the matter of again 
memoriali2ing the Grand Lodge of England »vas discussed. On a 
former occasion the memorial was to secure a better method of com- 
munication between the private lodges in Canada and the Grand 
Lodge of Enj:(land. the suggestion being that the Provincial Grand 
Lodge was the proper medium for such communication, either in the 
remittance of fees or reception of diplomas. This year the resolution 
was of a more extended import, and embodied a request for the es- 
tablishment of a sooarate (irand Lodge, with full power and control 
of Craft affairs in Canada. The resolutions were carried. Reports 
were also presented by the Grand Secretary, giving a list of lodges 
working under the Provincial Grand Lodge, and also a report from 
the treasurer with a financial statement. * The minutes read: 

At a regular communication, holden at Toronto, on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the 20th and 21st days of October, 1852. 

present: 

Right Worshipful Bro. Thos. G. Ridout. Deputy Grand Master, in the 
chair. 

W. Bro Jos. B. Hall, as G. Senior Warden. 

W. Bro. Charles Smith, as G. Junior W^ardcn. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey. G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Bro. Alexander Burnsidc, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. Adam Wilson. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Franci<; Richard<;on. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, G. Senior Deacon 

W. Bro. Henry S. Reid. G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. John Tully. G. Sup Works 

W. Bro Til o mas Paul. G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Bro. F W Barron, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. Donald McDonald. Bro. John Blackhurn. Bro Hiram Piper G 
Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison. G. Tyler. 

The Masters. Past Ma«itcrs and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
memhers of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at seven o'clock p ni . with soletrr 
prayei. 
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The by-Jaws and regulations of the Grand IxKlge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Toronto, on Wednesday, the gth day of June, 1852, were read and 
confirmed. 

The names of the mover and seconder of the following resolu- 
tion are not given in the official minutes. It was a distinct request for 
independence, and if its import had been duty weighed by the mother 
Grand Lodge the troubles and heart-burnings of 1855-58 would have 
been avoided. There is no report of any discussion on the subject. It 
was 

" Resolved. — 1. That this Grand Lodge entertains towards the Grand 
Lodge of England feelings of the highest respect and esteem; that it is our 
most ardent desire to cultivate those feelings, to advance the interest, and to 
establish upon a firmer basis the character of Masonry in this province. 

" 2nd. That, with a view of carrying out one of the primary objects of our 
time honoured Institution, viz., that of being more useful to our fellow creatures, 
it is necessary that all the funds accruing from the operations of the Craft in 
this province be retained by this Grand LoBge. | 

" 3rd. That it is absolutely necessary for the welfare of Masonry that a sepa- 
rate Grand Lodge be established, with full power to control the working and 
operations of the Craft in this quarter of the globe, to secure which, a com- 
mittee be appointed to draft a petition to the Grand Lodge of England, based 
on the foregoing resolutions, praying for permission to establish a Grand 
Lodge in that part of the Province of Canada, formerly constituting Upper 
Canada, with full power and authority to manage and control all matters con- 
nected with such Grand Lodge, and all lodges now working under the con- 
stitution of the Grand Lodge of England, and that the said committee be fully 
empowered to carry on all correspondence with the Grand Lodge of England 
for the purpose of securing the absolute independence of such Grand Lodge." 

The next matter of business was a notice of motion, which was 
the first movement towards the establishment of the system of dispens- 
ing benevolence at present in vogue in the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

" V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, P. Senior Grand Warden, gave notice that at 
the next regular meeting of the Grand Lodge he would move,— ^' That the sum 
of twenty-five pounds per annum be appropriated from the funds of this Grand 
Lodge, to be paid yearly to W. Bros. Cunningham, Dennistoun, and Peck, 
Past Masters of the Corinthian lodge. Peterborough, in trust for the benefit 
of the orphans of our late V. W. Bro. the Rev. Robt. J. C. Taylor, Past Chap- 
lain of this Grand Lodge, to be continued until satisfactory provision is made 
for the orphans.' " 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased, at eight o'clock p.m., to 
adjourn the Grand Lodge, to meet at six o'clock p.m., of Friday, the 21st in- 
stant. 

In Grand Lod^e re-assembled at seven o'clock p.m. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this wa.< the time appointed by by-law for the election of Treasurer and 
the appointment of other Grand officers; whereupon 

V. W. Bro A. Burnside was duly elected to the office of Grand Treasurer 
for the ensuing Masonic year. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to appoint the following 
brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year: — 

V. W. Bro. Geo. Cunningham. P. M., Lodge No. 23, G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Joseph B. Hall. P. M., Lodge No. 4. G. Junior Warden 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, Lodge No. 18, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell. P. M., Lodge No. 18, G. Registrar. 

\' W Bro, Trancis Richardson. P. M., Lodge No. 18, G. Secretary 
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W. Bro. Henry S. Rcid, P. M., Lodge No. 28, G. Senior Deacon 

W. Bro. F. W. Barron, M., Lodge No. i. G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. John TuUy, Lodge No. i, G. Superintendent Works. 

Bro. Geo. H. Cheney, Lodge No. i, G. Director Ceremonies. 

Bro. A. Drummond, Lodge No. i, Assistant Director of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. Thomas Paul, P. M., Lodge No. i, G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. A. Nordheimer, Lodge No. i, G. Organist. 

Bro. Donald McDonald, Lodge No. i, G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. W. M. Jamieson, Lodge No. i; Bro. Hiram Piper, Lodge No. i ; 
Bro. F. P. Stow, Lodge No. 18: Bro. Thomas Wakcman, Lodge No. 3; Bro. 
C Kelly, Lodge No. 11; Bro. A. Barber, Lodge No. 22, G. Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The following newly appointed officers, being present, were, together with 
the Grand Trca .surer-elect, duly installed and proclaimed according to ancient 
form, viz.: The Grand Registrar, Grand Secretary, Grand Senior Deacon, 
Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, Grand Tyler and two Grand Stewards, 
Bros. H. Piper and W. M. Jamieson. The remaining officers not present, 
the R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to say he should instal at the 
next meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge that since the last regular 
communication he had received reports of the proceedings of the following 
Grand Lodges of the United States, viz.: Georgia, Louisiana, Missouri, Texas, 
^<-»uth Carolina. Connecticut, Florida, New York, Indiana and San Francisco. 

The Grand Lodjje was closed in form at eight o'clock p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson. 

Grand Secretary. 

The returns showed a slight increase of the number of lodges on 
the mil. In 1847 there were 23 registered, and had all remained on tlie 
roll there would have been 38, but No. 504, E. R., No. 7, P. R,, West- 
ern Light lodge at Lloydtown, No. 779, E. R., No. 12, P. R., at York 
'G. R.). and Zetland, No. 789, E. R., No. 13, Toronto, and No. 799, 
E R.. No. iq. P. R., Unity lodge, were off the list and had ceased 
workinq:. while lodges had been instituted at Chippewa, River Trent, 
l»<>relia, Gosticld, Whitby, London (St. George's).and Woodstock. 
The otVicial list gave the following as affiliated: 

No. I. St. Andrew's, Toronto; No. 2, Niagara, Niagara: No. 
3. St. John's. Kingston; No. 4, Belleville, Belleville; No. 5, St. John's, 
• obourg. No. 6, Union, Napanec; No. 8, Prince Edward's. Ticton: 
\o. g. Brock vxlk, Brockville; No. 10, Union Goderich, Goderich; No. 
II. Barton. Hamilton; No. 14, Richmond, Richmond Hill; No. 15. St. 
George's. St. Catharines; No. 16, St. John's. Carleton Place; No. 17. 
St Francis'. Smith's Falls; No. 18. Ionic, Toronto; No. 20. Ontario, 
Port Hope; No. 21, True Britons', Perth; No. 22, Strict Observance, 
Hamilton; No. 23, Corinthian, Peterborough; No. 24, Dalhousie, 
r.v-town; No 25, Kemptville. Kemptville: No. 26. Wellington. 
Guelph; N«» 27. Thistle, Amherstburgh ; No. 28. Jerusalem. Bowman 
vir.e; No j<h \mitv. Dunnville; No. 30, Rose. Sandwich: St. John'^^, 
Simcoe: Wclland. Chippawa : Trent, River Trent: Mt. Zion, Borelia: St 
G*rrxr'*'s. G.»«.hH«l: Composite. Whithy: St. George's. I>ondon: Kine 
.^olomon*^ Wnoii stock. 

This vear Brockville lodge, which had been orieinally warranted 
:n 1817. affiliated. The regalia of the Provincial Grand T.odire was 
very handsome and cost over £100. of which £80 had been paid this 

•car 

Tbt' f.illowing advertisement of a ball to be held on the 27th 
^^^cember. i8t;2. under the auspices of the Provincial Grand T.od^e. 
ic found in the " British Colonist '* of December T7th. 1852: 
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MASONIC BALL. 

Under the patronage of. the Right Worshipful, the Deputy Grand Master 
for Upper Canada. 

The Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Freemasons of Toronto will 
give a Ball on the evening of Monday, the 27th of December, 1852, at NINE 
O'CLOCK, in St Lawrence Hall. 

Members' Tickets may be procured at the store of Mr. Hugh Miller, 
Druggist. 

A. Drummond, 
Toronto, Dec. 14th, 1852. Sec-Treas. 

This was followed on the 31st December, 1852, by an interesting 
account of the affair: 

On Monday evening a grand Masonic Ball was given by the Masonic 
fralemiiy of Toronto in the St. Lawrence Hall, and proved to be one of 
the most brilliant and successful reunions which have ever taken place in our 
good city. 

The Brotherhood were most liberal in their invitations, and a large ma- 
jority of the elite of our townsmen, and a bright galaxy of the fair sex graced 
the occasion with their presence. Excellent were the arrangements of the 
managers, who left nothing undone which would contribute to the hilarity and 
accommodation of the company. Several parties appeared in fancy dresses, 
some of which were exceedingly correct and picturesque. In. particular we 
may specify the costume of a gentleman who sustained the character of a 
Knight or Master, which attracted universal attention. 

Dancing was kept up with great spirit till about 2 o'clock A.M.. when 
supper was announced, which was done ample justice by the revellers. 

The refectory well merited such a practical testimony to its merits, as it 
comprehended all the delicacies and luxuries of the season. Perchance we shall 
incur the ban of Father Mathew for recording that the " rosy," as Dick Swivel - 
ler hath it, was as plentiful as the promises of a candidate for parliamentary 
honors, and Champagne flowed like French Blood at Waterloo. It grieves ns 
that we cannot conclude our notice without something approximating to a 
snarl, but really the music did not at all harmonize with the other attractions 
of the evening. So far as Polkas and Quadrilles were concerned it might have 
passed muster, but as to the manner in which the unfortunate Highland Reels 
were executed, we can characterize it as nothing but cold-blooded murder. 
Cold-blooded indeed it was, inasmuch as the stirring tilts of old Neil Gow 
were given with all the freezing lugubriosity of the dead march in Saul. 



CHAPTER LXXVIIL 

The Sixteenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, at Kingston, in May, 1853. 

The key-note to Masonic independence was sounded this year in 
an appeal to England for self-government. The Provincial Grand 
Lodge met at Kingston in May of 1853 ^^^ confirmed the minutes of 
the last half year's meeting, although an effort was made by an amend- 
ment to except, from the confirmation, that portion of the minutes 
which alluded to the formation of an Independent Grand Lodge. 
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We have at this communication a record of the appointment of a 
Grand representative from the Provincial Grand Lodge, to the Grand 
Ix)dge of the State of New York, in the person of V. W. Bro. Fitz- 
gerald Tisdale, P. M. of St John, No. i, New York. This is the first 
representative appointed by any Canadian Craft Grand Lodge to a 
foreign lodge. 

The memorial to the Grand Lodge of England was an able and 
manly effort, written in a true Masonic spirit, breathing affection for 
the brethren in the old land, ably reviewing the situation of the 
Craft in Canada, and asking practically for the establishment 
of an Independent Grand Lodge. It pointed out the absolute neces- 
sity of retaining all funds in Canada, that the purse of the Craft was 
drained in aiding the indigent brethren who were seeking new homes 
in Canada and that thereby the Craft was debarred from making pro- 
vision m imitation of the mother English Lod;?e for the sustenance of 
Masonic widows and orphans. The memorial also asked that all fees 
for registration, certificates and warrants be retained in the Province, 
that power be given the Provincial Grand Lodge to elect its governing 
head, issue warrants to private lodges and to Provincial and County 
Grand Lodges, if it were found necessary to establish such — the United 
Grand Lodge of England to exercise " a superior and governing [)0\ver 
and jurisdiction over the Craft in this Provmce." The brethren hoped 
that if such powers be granted, all Ipdges working under the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland and Scotland would come under the obedience of the 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. 

It did not occur to those who drafted the memorial that the last 
suggestion was an anomaly and at variance with the primary rcqne^t> in 
the petition. No sovereign Craft organization could exist, where its 
records and proceedings would be liable to revision by another sov- 
ereign body. However, the petition was forwarded to England. anM 
the result may be found later on. The minutes read : 

" Proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, at the 
half-yearly communication, held in the city of Kingston, on the 20th day of 
May. 1853. 

present: 

R. \V. Br. Thomas G. Ridout. D, G. Master, on the Throne, 
V. W. Br. James A. Henderson, as G. S. Warden. 
V. W. Br Joseph B, Flail, G. J. Warden. 
W. Br. S. D. Fowler, as G. Treasurer. 
\\\ Br. Hiram Fulford, as G. Registrar. 
V. W Br. Francis Richardson. G. Sec. 
W. Br. Norman Macdonald, as G. S. Deacon. 
\V. Br. George Schryver, as G. J. Deacon 
W. Br. Thompson Wilson, as G. Supt of Works. 
Br W. B Simpson, as G. Dir. ol Ceremonies 
W Br. Charles Smith, as Assistant Dir of Ceremonies. 
Br. J. C. Patton, as Grand Sword Bearer 
Br. James G. Fortier, as G. Organist. 
W Br. Samuel S. Finden. as G. Pursuivant. 

Br A .\. Campbell, Br. It Munro. Br. R. Francis. Br. Wm Feiw -r.i,. 
Br. James Wilson. Br. Corey, as G. Stewards. 
Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 
The Masters. Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and <e\oral 

members of private lodges. 
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The Grand Lodge was opened in form at ii o'clock a.m. 

The By*Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the I^t half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Toronto on Wednesday and Thursday, the 20th and 21st days of 
October, 1852, were read. 

It was moved and seconded, 
. " That the minutes of the last Grand Lodge be confirmed." 

It was then nioved and seconded, in amendment, 

"That the minutes of the regular communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, holden at Toronto on the 20th and 21st days of October, 1852, be con- 
firmed, with* the exception di those resolutions (Nos. 2 and 3} praying for per- 
mission to establish an Independent Grand Lodge." 

The amended motion being put to the vote was lost — ^4 voting in favour' 
and 10 against 

The original motion being put was carried. 

The clauses Nos. 2 and 3 were part of a resolution containing 
references to the condition of the Craft, which had been passed at the 
last semi-annual communication. The first clause avowed the regard 
which Canadian Masons held for English connection. The second 
pointed out that all funds for Craft purposes collected in Canada 
should be held in Canada, and the third clause prayed for the estab- 
lishment of a Grand Lodge for Upper Canada— one that would be 
absolutely independent of England. 

The question of independence had always been a debatable one 
in the Provincial Grand body, and those who desired that these clauses 
should be eliminated were diametrically opposed to any fusion with 
the Grand Lodge of Canada, a body formed in 1855 as an independent 
and sovereign organization. The minority saw indications of union, 
and preferred to remain affiliated, a District Grand Lodge of England, 
than venture into the arena as an independent body. 

" The draft of petition to the Grand Lodge of England, prepared by the 
committee appointed for that purpose in accordance with a resolution adopted 
at the last regular meeting of the Grand Lodge, was then read by the Grand 
Secretary and ordered to be received. 

On motion of V. W. Bro. J. A. Henderson, it was 

Resolved,— That V. W. Bro. Jos. B. Hall. W. Bro. S. D. Fowler. W. 
Bro. Thompson Wilson, and the mover, be a committee to draft a petition 
to the Grand Lodge of England, founded on the resolution of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of the 20th and 21st of October last, taking the report of the 
committee appointed thereon at last half-yearly communication as a basis, and 
to report forthwith." 

In reading the memorial it will be observed that it did not go in 
tenor as far as the resolution upon which it was founded. The pro- 
posal, as contained in the third clause of the resolution of 1852, was 
" for the purpose of securing the absolute independence of such Grand 
Lodge," meaning the Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. 

The preamble and introduction merely recited the state of the 
Craft from 1792, emphasizing, however, the work of R. W. Bro. Simon 
McGillivray. The fifth paragraph contained the gist of the petition. 
It was a prayer for perfect independence and sovereign power, but at 
the same time acknowledging the right of England to exercise a 
governing power in Upper Qinada. 

In Its construction the petition looks much like the work of \\ 
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W. Bro. J. A. Henderson, for it was known that, while he favored 
independence, he desired, with a characteristic caution and courtesy, 
to make the exclusion of England as light as possible, knowing that 
the day for radical action was near at hand. 

" The committee appointed at the present meeting of the Grand Lodge 
to draft a petition to the Grand Lodge of England reported the following: 

"TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THOMAS DUNDAS, BARON DUN- 
DAS, OF ASKE, IN THE COUNTY OF YORK, EARL OF ZET- 
LAND. &c.. &c„ THE MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER 
OF THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE FRA- 
TERNITY OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF ENG- 
LAND. 

"The petition of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada West, under the jurisdiction of the United Grand Lodge of 
England, humbly and fraternally 

" Shewkth — 

'* That your petitioners entertain towards the United Grand Lodge of 
England the most fraternal feelings of gratitude, respect and esteem; and 
it is their most ardent desire to cultivate and promote those feelings of brother- 
hood, to advance the interests and establish on the firmest basis the genuine 
character of Masonry in this Province. 

"That the first patent to call and establish a Provincial Grand Lodge in 
Canada West (then Upper Canada) was granted on the 7th day oi March. 
A.L. $792, by the Grand Lodge of England — of which his Grace the Duke of 
Athol was Grand Master>^o the Right Worshipful Brother William Jarvis; 
that upon the death of that R. W. Brother, no successor being appointed by 
the W. M. Grand Master, dissensions had arisen in this Province among the 
Fraternity, and continued for many years, without a local governing power 
to restrain or check them. This was in a very great measure remedied by 
the appointment of Simon McGillivray, Esq., as Provincial Grand Master, 
who, on the 23rd September, A. L. 5822, opened, by virtue of his patent from 
the United Grand Lodge of England, a Provincial Grand Lodge at the city 
of Toronto. On his death the Provincial Grand Lodge fell into abeyance. 
and no Provincial Grand Lodge was thereafter formed until A. L. 5845, when 
a patent was issued to the R. W. Brother Sir Allan N. Mac Nab. under which 
this Provincial Grand Lodge is held. 

"That the spread of the time-honored institution of Free Masonry in 
this Province has been of a somewhat encouraging character, but upon the 
whole of a less cheering nature than the progress of Canada West in intelli- 
gence. wealth, and population might have warranted your petitioners in an- 
ticipating. 

*' Among the emigration from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland into Canada there is a considerable ntmiber of indigent brethren, who 
naturally on their arrival seek relief from the lodges here. The benevolent 
funds are thtu drained; and your petitioners have no funds (without taxin>: 
the brethren to an extent which would be far from prudent) which would 
enable the Masons of Canada West to raise any institution for the benefit of 
decayed and indigent worthy brethren, or of the widows and orphans of Ma- 
sons, and thereby follow the noble example set by our parent, tlie United 
Grand Lodge of England. This want can be in a ver>' great measure sup- 
plied by retaining in this Province not only the Fund of Benevolence which 
the Grand Lodge has already so generously granted, but also all Fees for 
Registration. Grand Lodge Certificates, and Lodge Warrants. 

"Therefore, as conducive to that end. and with a view of carrying out 
one of the primary objects of Masonry — that of being more extensivelv ser- 
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viceable to our fdlow-creatures — and as the sure means of spreading and 
cementing the interests of Masonry throughout the wide extent of this fast- 
growing Province, — ^your petitioners submit that the constitutions of the 
Grand Lodge of England, as' far as they relate to District Grand Lodges m 
Colonies, should be altered so as to allow the Lodges of Canada West in Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge assembled annually to elect their Provincial Grand 
Master, to control the working and operations of the Craft, and, through 
their Provincial Grand Master, to grant not only warrants to private lodges, 
but, if necessary, authority to form Provincial or County Grand Lodges in 
this Province, — the United Grand Lodge of England still retaining and ex- 
ercising a superior and governing power and jurisdiction over the Craft in this 
Province. Your petitioners take this course viewing the period not far dis- 
tant when every county in Canada West will have its Provincial or County 
Grand Lodge. 

" Should this the prayer of our petition be granted, there is every reason 
to believe that the many lodges in this Province working under the Grand 
Lodges of Scotland and Ireland would unite with this our Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West; and your petitioners submit that the influence of the 
United Grand Lodge of England might happily be exerted in inducing those 
Grand Lodges not to grant or issue any more warrants to Lodges in Canada 
West, so that ere long the whole Craft in this Province may be united and 
cemented into one harmonious whole under the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West. 

" And' your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray." 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the report of the committee be adopted. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the petition to the Grand Lodge of England, now adopted 
by this Provincial Grand Lodge, be forwarded forthwith to the United Grand 
Lodge of England, by the Grand Secretary. 

The memorial was accompanied by the following letter: 

" Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, 

Toronto, Dec. i, 1853. 
" Sir and Brother: 

" I have the honor to transmit herewith the humble and respectful peti- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of this Province, as passed, adopted and approved, 
at three successive half-yearly meetings, as a matter of the greatest importance 
to the prosperity of Free Masonry in this Province, which I have the honor 
to request you will be pleased to lay before the Right Honourable, the Earl of 
Zetland, M. W. Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of the Free and 
Accepted Masons of England, and request that he will condescend to take the 
same into his mature consideration, and grant such relief as his wisdom may 
determine. 

" Since the subject of the enclosed Petition was ftdly matured in our 
Provincial Grand Lodge, there has been the long and protracted delay of 
eighteen months suffered to elapse in order to give firmness and permanence 
to our proceedings, the result of which has been full confirmation thereof « as 
I have already mentioned, at three successive half-yearly meetings. 

•* There arc more urgent reasons at this time why there should be no 
longer delay, and that we pray for an early decision, it having come to our 
knowledge that several Lodges in the Province, including some Lodges acting 
under Warrants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, have petitioned that Grand 
Lodge to grant them the same terms that we now ask, or else that they will 
congregate and establish an independent Canadian Grand Lodge, the existence 
of which we should deplore, as we wish to be, and remain, a great branch of 
the United Grand Lodge of England. 

" I take this opportunity to enclose copies of my letters to you. dated the 
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5th and 19th March last — the former containing a remittance oi £35. 4s , 
and the latter of ija 166. 6d. — neither of which has yet been acknowledged, 
although we find on reference to the Bank £hat both bills were duly paid at 
Glyn's last April. I beg, therefore, most respectfully, to crave your attention 
to these letters and to the several documents and warrants therein required, 
aa we have suffered a good deal of annoyance by their non-arrival, from the 
importunities of the parties interested. 

" I have the honor to be, 

" Sir and Brother. 

" Yours fraternally. 

"TuONfAS G. RlDOUT, 

"D. P. G. M" 

-Wm. H. White. Esq., 

'* Grand Lodge of England, 

" Freemasons* Hall, London." 

There had long been a friendly intimacy on the part of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West with the Grand Lodge of New 
York. Many of the brethren of both bodies were intimate, and on 
many occasions when the representative of either body visited To- 
ronto or New York much courtesy was shown. It was therefore, 

** Resolved, — ^That whereas it is highly proper that a more intimate cor- 
respondence than has heretofore existed between tlie Grand Lodge of the 
State of New York and this Provincial Grand Lod^e should be cultivated. 
the ties of brotherly affection between them strciiKthened, and thereby the 
prosperity of the Masonic family advanced and promoted. — it is. in the opinion 
of this Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, hi^^hlv desirable that a re- 
presentative of this Grand Lodge should be appointed to the Grand Lo<lf;e 
of the State of New York; and that our worthy Brother. V. \V. Fitzgerald 
Tisdall, Past Master of St, John's Lodge, No i, New York, be such repre- 
sentative; and that the Provincial Grand Secretary do forthwith send said 
brother his credentials." 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 3% o'clock, p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 



CHAPTER LXXIX. 

Special Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 

Canada West, at Whitby, June, 1853. 

The services of the Grand Lodge were trc(|iiently oallt'd into ij>e 
in connection with the laying of the corner-stones 01 pnhlir hiiildiiii:^. 

In June of 1853 ^^ especial meeting of the Provincial i irand 
Lodge was held on the occasion of laying the foundation-stone of the 
County Buildings at Whitby. R, W. Rroji. MacXal> and Ridoiu were 
both absent, and the duties of the office were performed bv \'. W. 
Bro. Francis Richardson, the Grand Secretary, and the First Past 
Senior Grand Warden of the Provincial L<^<lt:r The minutfN read: 
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At a special meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at Whitby, ou Thurs- 
day, the 30th day of June, 1853, for the purpose of laying the foundation-stone 
of the Ontario County Buildings, with Masonic ceremonies, 

present: 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, First Past Senior G. Warden, in the chair. 

W. Br. Ezra Annes, as G. S. Warden. 

W. Br. L. Bigelow, as G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Br. The Rev. P. V. Meyerhoffer, as G. Chaplain. 

W. Br. G. H. Low, as G. Treasurer. 

W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, as G. Reg. 

Br. Josejph Rogerson, as G. Sec. 

W. Br. William Weller, as G. Senior Deacon. 

Br. Chestnut, as G. Junior Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, as G. Supt. of Works. 

Br. Hugh Miller, as G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 

W. Br. Allen, as Assistant Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Br. James Cotton, as G. Organist. 

W. Br. Thomas Corey, as G. Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Thomas Paul, G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. W. M. Jamieson, G. Steward. 

Br. Milne, Br. Manning, Br. Young, Br. Crawford. Br. Jute, as G. Ste- 
wards. 

Br. Purdy, as G. Tyler. 

W. Br. Spencer, carrying Cornucopia. 

W. Br. C. Clarke, carrying Wine. 

W. Br. D. Bridgeford, carrying Oil. 

Br. A. W. Brown, carrying Corinthian Light. 

Br. Gifford, carrying column of G. Jun. Warden. 

Br. Sheridan, carrying Banner. 

Br. Doman, carrying Doric Light. 

Br. James Wallace, carrying column of G. Sen. Warden. 

Br. Clarke, carrying Ionic Light. 

W. Br. Donald McLean, carrying Square and Mall. 

A large number of brethren from the various lodges in the neighbourhood. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 5 o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

The presiding ofRcer having stated to the Grand Lodge the purpose for 
which it was assembled, and having also explained to the assembled brethren 
the cause of the unavoidable absence of the R. W. Grand and Deputy Grand 
Masters, 

A procession was formed, which marched in the usual order to the site 
of the Ontario County Buildings, the foundation-stone of which was laid by 
the presiding officer, (a handsome silver trowel having been presented to 
him for that purpose,) with the accustomed ceremonies. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 7 o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true minute of the day's proceedings. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson. 

Grand Secretary. 
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CHAPTER LXXX. 

The Seventeenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 

Lodge op Canada West, October, 1853. 

From May until October of 1853 the Grand Lodge waited for an 
answer from England. The English body had held its meetines in June 
and September, but no reply to the memorial was vouchsafed— indeed, 
the petition was not submitted. The action of England in refusing to 
even consider the petition gave rise to bitter feeling in Canada, and 
did more to hasten the day when the ties should be severed than any 
act of 1845-58. 

The half-yearly communication of the Provincial Lodge was held 
at Toronto. Another effort to secure independence was made by a 
notice of V. W. Bro. Kivas TuUy, to the effect that at the next half- 
yearly meeting he would move that a petition be forwarded to Eng- 
land, asking for power to establish an independent Grand Lodge in 
Canada West. 

At this meeting R. W. Bro. Tisdall, of New York, acknowledged 
his appointment as representative of the Provincial Grand Lodge* 
and also made the pleasing announcement that a reciprocal appoint- 
ment had been made in connection with the Grand Lodge of Canada. 
The minutes read: 

At a half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, holden at Toronto, 
on Thursday, the 29th day of October, 1853. 

pkesent: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master, on the Throne. 

W. Br. Thomas Paul, as G. Sen. Warden. 

W. Br. Thomas Hawkins, as G Jun. Warden. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Thomas Corey, as G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Br. Donald McLean, as G. Jun. Deacon. 

Br. John Tully, G. Supt Works. 

Br. A. Drummond, Asst G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Br. Donald McDonald, G. Pursuivant 

Br. C. Kelly, Br. H. Piper, G. Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several Lodges, and several 
members of private Lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 8 o'clock p.m. 

The By-laws and Regulations of tfie Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge. 
holden at Kingston, on Friday, the 20th day of May, 1853. were read and 
confirmed; ti voting in favour, and 3 against. 

The minute5i of an especial meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at 
Whitby, on Thursday, the y)th day of June, 1853. were read and confirmed. 

V. W. Bro. TuUy's action to a certain extent was created by the 
success of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and he had sufficient fore- 
sight to know that a decided effort would have to be made if the 
Craftsmen of Upper Canada, under the Grand Lodge of England. 
could be expected to hold a leading position in Masonic affairs in the 
province, so he 
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" gave notice that, at the next half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, 
he will move that a petition be forwarded to the M. W. the Grand Lodge of 
England, requesting that the subordinate Lodges of this Province be permitted 
to form themselves into an independent Grand Lodge, with full powers to 
elect their own Grand Master and other Grand Officers, and to exercise all 
the privileges appertaining to a Grand Lodge in Canada West." 

The appointment of Bro. Tisdall, of New York, as the represen- 
tative of the Provincial Grand Lodge was reciprocally treated in the 
appointment of V. W. Bro. J. A, Henderson, of Kingston, as the re- 
presentative of New York near Upper Canada. This was the first 
case of a representative being appointed by the provincial body under 
England. 

It was a coincidence that R. W. Bro. Tisdall should be the W. M. 
of St. John's lodge, N.Y., and that in 1846 St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, 
Toronto, and St, John's, No. i, New York, as subordinate lodges ex- 
changed representatives, V. W. Bro. James A. Henderson being the 
representative near St. Andrew's. The Grand Secretary read the fol- 
lowing: 

" New York, July 2, 1853. 
"To Francis Richardson, Esq. 

" P. Grand Sec, &c., &c., Toronto. 

" V. W. Brother and Dear Sir: — I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt 
of your esteemed favour of the 25th ult, conveying to me the resolution of 
the P. Grand Lodge of Canada West, electing me its representative near to 
the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, and accompanied by my creden- 
tials as such in due form; for which be pleased to accept my acknowledge 
ments, as also my thanks for the kind and fraternal language in which your 
letter was couched. 

*' For this very high honour conferred upon me by the P. Grand Lodge, 
be pleased to convey to it, at the earliest moment, my gratitude. 

"The M. W., the Honourable Reuben Hyde Walworth, Grand Master, 
has been pleased to accredit me, as also to appoint on behalf of the Grand 
Lodge of New York, as its representative near your Grand Lodge, the V. W 
Br. James A. Henderson, Esq., of St. John's Lodge, No. 491, Kingston, to 
whom will be speedily forwarded his credentials, and whom the Grand Lodge 
of New York hopes will be acceptable to your Grand Lodge. 

" As soon as published I will forward to you and to him our transactions 
for the past year, and the printed list of our lodges, for your guidance in 
admitting visitors from this State, and in which you cannot be too careful, as 
there are a few schismatics left yet. In fact none ought to be admitted, unless 
they acknowledged as their chief our Grand Master and Grand Officers, (the 
test put to them in addition to the usual one in the other States of the Union.) 
■as in some instances they claim to belong to lodges of the same name and 
number with the regular bodies. 

" I am, V. W. Brother, 

" With great respect, 

" Fraternally yours. 

" F. G. TlSD.VLL/' 

Upon motion, it was 

Resolved, That the letter just read from R. W. Br. Fitzgerald Tisdall. 
of New York, acknowledging his appointment as representative of this Grand 
Lodge in the Grand Lodge of New York, and announcing the appointment 
of V. W. Br. James A. Henderson, of John's Lodge, No. 3, of Kingston, as 
representative of the Grand Lodge of New York in this Grand Lodge, be 
entered on the minutes, and that the appointment of the said V. W. Br. James 
A. Henderson be confirmed. 



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 553 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by by-law for the election of Treasurer and 
the appointment of other Grand Officers, when, 

On motion, it was 

•• Resolved, That V. W. Br. Alexander Burnside be re-elected to the 
ofllice of Grand Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year." 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master proceeded to appoint the following 
brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, all of 
whom were installed in person or by proxy, and proclaimed according to 
ancient custom: — 

V. W. Br. Henry Smith, P. M. Lodge No. 3. G. S. Warden. 

V. W. Br. Thomas Hawkins. M. St. Geo. Lodge. Gosfield, G. J. Warden. 

V. W. Br. Rev. Septimus Ramsey. Lodge No. 18, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchcll, P. M. Lodge No. 18. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson. P. M. Lodge No. .18, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. F. W. Barron, M. Lodge No. i, G. S. Deacon. 

W. Br. S. D. Fowler, P. M. Lodge No. 3. G. J. Deacon. 

Br. John Tully. J. W. Lodge No. i. G. Supt. Works. 

Br. A. Drummond, Lodge No. i, G. Dir. Ceremonies. 

Br. W. G. Hinds, Lodge No. 3, Assistant ditto. 

Br. G. D. Wells. Lodge No. i, G. Organist. 

W. Br. Thomas Paul. P M. Lodge No. i. G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Br. George Schryvcr, P. M. Lodge, No. 6, G. Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Thomas Corey. P. M. Lodge No. 8. Br. Charles Kelly, Lodge No. 
II. Br. H. Piper. Lod^e No. i. Br. Donald McDonald, Lodge No. i, Br 
Thomas Prossor. S. \V. Lodge No. 7, Br. William Graham, J. W. Lodge 
No. 7. G. Steward*^ 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 10 o'clock p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson. 

Grand Secretary. 



CHAPTER LXXXI. 

Sfecial Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodgb of 

Canada West, at Toronto, April, 1854. 

An especial meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge was held in 
April of 1854. to perform the ceremony of laying the foundation-stone 
of the new Mechanics' Institute, now the Public Library, on the north- 
east comer of Church and Adelaide streets, of which the following 
ac^vertisement appeared in the " British Colonist," April 17th, 1854: 

GRAND LODGE OF FREEMASONS. CANADA WEST. 

An Especial meetinff of this jrrand lodpre will be holden at Toronto, on 
Monday, the 17th instant, at i o'clock P.M. for the purpose of laying thr 
foundation stone of the Mechanics* Institute with Masonic Ceremonies. 

The Several Lodges and all the Brethren intending to take part in the 
Procession are requested to be in attendance, at the Masonic Hall, St. Law- 
rence Buildings, at the above hour, or not later than two o'clock, and all tr.nn- 
tient and non-affiliated Brethren are cordially invited to attend 

Bv order. 

Fn^Krls RTOiAunsoK. 

Toronto. April utli. »R>4 
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The ceremony was performed by R. W. Bro. Ridout. The 
minutes of the proceedings read: 

At an especial meeting, holden at Toronto on Monday, the 17th day of 
April, 1854, for the purpose of laying the foundation-stone of the New Me- 
chanics' Hall with Masonic ceremonies. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout. D. G. ' Master, on the Throne. 

W. Br. Fred. Wm. Barron, as G. S. Warden. 

W. Br. Frederick P. Stow, as G. J. Warden. 

Br. Wm. Gooderham, as G. Chaplain. 

Br. G. Ridout, as G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

Br. Hugh Miller, as G. S. Deacon. 

Br, J. R. Mountjoy, as G. J. Deacon. 

Br. John Tully, as G. Supt. Works. 

Br. A. Drummond, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Br. G. Duggan, as Assistant ditto. 

Br. G. D. Wells, G. Organist. 

Br. S. B. Harman, as G. Pursuivant 

Br. Thomas Paul, G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. H. Piper, Br. Thomas Prosser, Br. William Graham, G. Stewards. 

Br. William Howard, Br. Hccht^ Br. William Purdy, as G. Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

W. Br. Lewis L^ngstaff, carrying Cornucopia. 

Br. Boycc, carrying Ewer of Wine. 

Br. Jos. Rogers, carrying Ewer of Oil. 

Br. Deniord, carrying Corinthian Light. 

Br. A. Tupper, carrying Ionic Light. 

Br. James, carrying Doric Light. 

Br. Wm. Sladden, carrying Column of G. J. Warden. 

Br. H. Rowsell. carrying Column of G. S. Warden. 

Br. L. Privat, carrying Banner. 

Br. W. M. Jamieson, Square and Mall. 

A large number of visitors from the neighboring lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 3 o'clock p.m. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master, having stated to the Grand Lodge the 
purpose for which it was assembled, 

A procession was formed, which marched in the usual order to the grounds 
of the Old Government House, when the following Address was presented 
by the President, Vice-President, and members of the Mechanics' Institute 
to the R. W. Deputy Grand Master: — 

"TO THOMAS G. RIDOUT, ESQ., DEPUTY PROVINCIAL GRAND 
MASTER OF THE FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF CAN- 
ADA WEST. 

" Sir, — We, the President, Vice-President, and Members of the Toronto 
Mechanics' Institute, beg to express the great gratification we experience in 
welcoming you and the Ancient and Honourable Fraternity over which you 
so worthily preside to a participation in a ceremonial commending itself, we 
trust, to the favourable interest of all classes of the community. 

" In soliciting from you, in your official capacity of Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master of the Free and Accepted Masons of Canada West, the favoar 
of your assistance in laying the chief comer-stone of the new Hall of our 
Institute, we feel that, though much indebted to you for your co-operation, 
we are not engaging you in a service unworthy of the exalted position you 
occupy in that Fraternity. 
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" This institution, established and incorporated (or promoting the educa- 
tion of the people, and for the provision of sound instruction and rational 
amusement, has, we are happy to believe, commended itself to the warm 
sympathy and zealous support of our fellow-citizens. 

" Containing within itself the elements of increased usefulness, we con- 
fidently anticipate that when the work shall have been completed, which 
will this day be so auspiciously commenced by yourself, a still brighter and 
more useful sphere will be opened to it, while we trust that the edifice itself 
will not be unworthy of the object it is designed to serve, or of the city in 
which it is placed. 

" Deeply sensible of the generous liberality with which our efforts have 
been supported by our fellow-citizens, we arc, by it, stimulated to renewed 
exertions in the hope that our Institution may grow in usefulness, and gradu- 
ally so exalt and extend its beneficial influence as to gather round it and secure 
the increased confidence and respect of the community. 

"We now beg yon to accompany us to the New Hall, and lay its chief 
eomer-stone, and we assure yon and the fraternity by whom you are attended, 
that the remembrance of the ceremony thus entrusted to you will long be 
cherished by us with feelings of pleasure and gratification, as the commence- 
ment of a new era in the history of an Institution in whose success they, as 
well as we, are deeply interested." 

This address having been read by the President of the Mechanics' Insti- 
tute, the R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to make the following 
reply:— 

••TO THE PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT. AND MEMBERS OF 
THE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE OF THE CITY OF TORONTO. 

" Gentlbuen,— In the name and on behalf of the Ancient Fraternity of 
Free and Accepted Masons now assembled, I have the honour, as their re- 
presentative, to return you our sincere thanks for your very handsome address. 
and to assure you that we accept with great pleasure your invitation to lay 
with Masonic ceremonies the foundation-stone of the new Hall which you 
are about to erect for the public uses of your Institute, and this we will en- 
deavour to do, as Masons have done in all ages before us on similar public 
occasions: and we pray God that it may prosper, and that it may become a 
bnildtng for good men and good deeds, and so serve every purpose for which 
it is intended. 

•' Having been for many years associated with your Institution, and hav- 
ing had the honour to hold its highest office, I fed doubly interested in the 
events of this auspicious day, and rejoice with you in the rapid rise and pre- 
sent prosperity of a society whose labours have so much tended to the diffu- 
sion of useful knowledge and rational amusement amongst the inhabitants ot 
the city. 

•' My mind is also led back from this splendid scene to the olden time. 
when, as a boy five years of age, I first beheld this place. What did I see? 
Not stately edifices, princely mansions and thronged streets, and all the busy 
signs of commerce on the great scale now exhibited; but the primeval forest 
covering the land and waving its lofty head, unbroken from the far north. 
east and west, down to these shores: the solitary winding foot-path throuc^h 
the woods from one log cabin to the other was our only road; streets there 
were none. No farmer with his grain-loaded waggon was seen in those days. 
for the country was untilled and uninhabited save by the roving Indian 
Yet we despaired not. but looked through a long and distant vista with hope 
fol eyes for better times; and these have surely come, as this day witnesses 
Such is a short but faithful picture of this city at its first settlement in thr 
year 1797: and who can tell or foresee what it will be at the end of thr pre- 
sent century: it therefore remains for us to pray that the al1-bonnteou<; Author 



5S6 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IK CANADA. 

of nature will be pleased to preside over and prosper it, and lo preserve it from 
ruin and decay to the latest posterity." 

The procession then tnoved to the site of the intended building, the 
foundation-stone of which was laid by the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, with 
the acctutomed cereinoaie^. The procession then re-formed, and returned to 
the lodge room. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 5 o'clock, p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson. 

Grand Secretary. 

" The British Colonist " of i8th April, 1854, contained the fol- 
lowing interesting account of the ceremony : 



Yesterday the 17th of April, the interesting ceremony of laying the chief 
comer stone o( the New Hall of the Toronto Mechanics' Institute, look place. 
It was a delicious spring day, and the people who turned out to take part in 
the proceeding, all appeared not only to enjoy the occasion, but the balmy 
breeze which had taken the place of the cold blustering north-east winds which 
had been so prevalent of late. The laying of a comer stone of a public build- 
ing is always a subject of interest to the parties who are likely to be benefited 
by the building; and in this case the interest was greatly augmented by the 
popularity of the Institution, for whose use the building is intended, and the 
fact that the Freemasons had been invited to conduct the ceremony. 

The different Lodges of the Ancient Fraternity assembled in their several 
Lodge rooms at about i o'clock, and proceeded from thence to the grounds 
of the Government House, where they were met by the Mechanics' Institutes. 
accompanied by their office officers. 

The President of the Institute then addressed the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master 

(This address and the reply of the Deputy Grand Master have 
already been given in the <^cia] proceedings.) 




The Mechanics' Institute, now the Public Libr. 
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After these interchanges of civilities between the Institute and the Frater- 
nity a procession was formed, which was headed by the Mechanics' Institute, 
after which followed the Lodges in due order, the juniors first, which was 
brought up by the Grand Master. 

ORDER OF PROCESSION: 

Tylers. 
Band of the Rifles, 
Banner of the Mechanics' Institute, 

Banner, 

Western Light Lodge of Masons, 

King Solomon's Lodge, 

Ionic Lodge, 

St. Andrew's Lodge, 

Grand Lodge. 

The different Lodges were accompanied by their banners, and all the breth- 
ren were in full regalia. On arriving at the site of the new building, the proces- 
sion opened in tile, and allowed the Grand Master, accompanied by his Grand 
Officers and Stewards, to walk between the files where the stone was to be 
laid, where he was received by the President of the Institute. 

The Grand Officers having arranged themselves on the platform prepared 
for their reception, the Deputy Grand Master then addressed the Auxiliary as 
follows:— 

" Men, women and children here assembled to-day to behold this cere- 
mony, know all of you that we be lawful Masons, true to the laws of our 
country and established of old, with peace and honor in most countries, to do 
good to our brethren, to build great buildings and to fear God, who is the 
Architect of all things. We have among us concealed from the eyes of all men 
secrets which may not be revealed, and which no man has discovered, but 
those secrets are lawful and honorable to know by Masons, who only have 
the keeping of them to the end of time. Unless our Craft were good and 
our calling honorable, we should not have lasted so many centuries, nor should 
we have had so many illustrious brothers in our order, ready to promote our 
laws and further our interests. 

" To-day we are here assembled, in the presence of you all. to build a hill 
for the Public use of the Mechanics' Institute of this city, which wo pray God 
may prosper if it seem good to Him, and that it may become a good building 
for good men and good deeds, and promote harmony and brotherly love till 
the world itself shall end. 

" So mote it be " 

A very appropriate prayer was next offered by the Rev. Mr. McCaul, and 
although the words could only be heard by those who were near, the crtcoi on 
the vast assemblage was very marked, and at the conclusion a large nnmher 
joined audibly in the Lord's Prayer. 

The Grand Secretary then next read the following in'^cription. >\l^:cli \v.i« 
elegantly engrossed on vellum: 

THIS. 
THE CHIEF CORNKR STONK. 

OF 
THE TORONTO MECHANICS INSTITUTE. 

WAS LAID. 
ON MONDAY. THE 17th DAY OF APRIL. 
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IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOUR, 

IN THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR 
OF THE REIGN OF HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY. 

QUEEN VICTORIA. 
The Earl o! Elgin and Kincardine, K. T., 

Being 
Governor-General of British North America, 

by 

THOMAS GIBBS RIDOUT, ESQR., 

Deputy Grand Master of the Ancient Fraternity 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS, 

of Canada West, assisted by the officers and members of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and 

The Masters, Wardens and Members of numerous private Lodges, on the 
invitation of the President and Officers of the Institute. 

And in the presence of the Members thereof. The Mayor, Municipal 
Council and citizens of the City of Toronto. 

The Building erected by the energy of the Members, generously assisted 
by a liberal public subscription is to be devoted to the service of an Institution 
whose objects are the promotion of the education and the requirement of the 
people by the persons of solid and useful information, and 

Rational amusement, by the establishment of a Public Library and 
Museum, the delivery of Lectures and the maintenance of teaching classes. 

Officers of the Institute for 1853-1854: 

Thomas J. Robertson, Esqr., President. 

Patrick Freeland, Esqr., ist Vice-President. 

William Edwards, Esqr., 2nd Vice-President. 

Committee of Management: Mr. Rice Lewis, Mr. John Washington, Mr. 
Hiram Piper, Mr. Samuel Rodgers, Mr. F. W. Cumberland. Mr. John Mc- 
Bean, Mr. Vincent Parks, Mr. William Atkinson, Mr. John Elliot, Mr- 
Archibald McCallum, Mr. Sandford Fleming, Mr. W. G. Storm. 

Mr. John Harrington, Treasurer. 

Alexr. Christie, Corresponding Secre. 

Robt. Edwards, Recording Sec. & Librarian. 

Frederic W. Cumberland and William G. Storm, Architects. 

Benjamin Walton and William H. Pim, Contractors. 

Mr. George Ridout next proceeded to put the inscription and other 
documents into a glass bottle, which having been hermetically scaled, was 
placed in a cavity prepared for the reception under the stone, and covered 
with a brass plate on which were engraved certain Masonic emblems. 

The bottle contained the following documents, etc., etc.; 

Inscription engraved on vellum. 

Morning issue of Colonist, Globe, Patriot, and Leader. 

Scobie's Almanac for 1854. 

List of Executive government members of both branches of the Legisla- 
ture, of the Judiciary, and other functionaries of the Province, Last number 
of Canadian Journal. 

Last report of Institute, and History down to the present time. Act of 
Incorporation, By-laws and Catalogue of Books in the Library of the Insti- 
tute. Programme of ceremony, observed at the chief comer stone. Engraving 
of the building. Programme of Lectures, charts, etc.. of the past session. 

Sundry silver and copper coins. 
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Different demonstrations of Canadian postage stamps. The President of 
the Institute then presented the Grand Master with an elegant silver trowcK 
made by Mr. Morrison, the handle of which was of maple wood richly orna- 
mented with the maple leaf. The trowel bore the following inscription: — 

PRESENTED 
Thomas G. Ridout, Esqn, 
Deputy Grand Master, 
of 
Free and Accepted Masons of Canada West, 

by the 
Toronto Mechanics' Institute. 
on the occasion of His laying the Comer Stone of their New Hall, 

with Masonic Honors. 
On Monday the 17th, day of April, 1854. 

In presenting the trowel the President said he felt highly honored in so 
doing, and he trusted that it would cement the link of brotherhood between 
the ancient fraternity of Free Masons and the Mechanics' Institute, of 
Toronto. 

The Grand Master having spread the mortar the stone was let down into its 
place, the band playing at the same time the National Anthem. The mallet and 
plumb line was next applied and the stone declared to be duly laid, upon which 
the Grand Master said: " May the great Architect of the universe grant a bless- 
ing on this foundation stone which we have now laid, and by its Providence 
enable to finish this and every work which may be undertaken for the benefit 
and the advantage of the dty. 

" So mote it be." 

This was followed by the peculiar clapping of hands practiced by the 
Masons, and a salute of nine guns. And before the firing had ceased the 
Grand Master proceeded with the interesting and typical part of the cere- 
mony of pouring corn and wine and oil on the stone, uttering at the same time 
the following prayer: 

" May the all bounteous author of nature grant an abundance of com, 
wine and oil, and all other necessaries, conveniences and comforts, to this city, 
and may the same Providence preside over it and preserve it from rum and 
decay to the latest posterity. 

" So mote it." 

Mr. Storm, one of the Architects, then presented to the Grand Master the 
plans of the building which he examined, and then returned them to the 
architect with his approbation, and expressed a hope that a building planned 
with so much wisdom would rise in harmony and beauty to the credit of the 
Architect, and the honor of those who had selected him for the work, at 
the same time returning the mallet, the lever and the plumb. expre«;?inK a hope 
that they would be carefully and faithfully used in the construction of the 
building. A sum of money was then placed on the stone the pr«>cceds of a 
collection made amongst the brethren for that purpose. The PieNJiirnt of the 
Institute then thanked the Grand Master and the Brethren for their a c<;i stance 
on that occasion in a very neat and effective speech. He said that Mechanics* 
Institutes could not compete with other literary Institutions, but they had a 
value particularly their own, and when the city wa^ so rapidly improving in 
every direction it was gratifying to him that the Mechanics could put up a 
building which had not arisen from the desire to promr»tc personal ambition. 
selfishness or profit. The object of the buildingr was not only to supply suitable 
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rooms for the Institute, but also a good room for public meetings and a music 
hall. The President said he should next call upon the Rev. Dr. McCaul, who 
would address the meeting much better than he could. 

Dr. McCaul said that he would only address a few words to the assembly, 
and it was. not a long speech he made, but an exceedingly good one. Our 
report must be necessarily brief ior the English mail having arrived, it is 
necessary to devote as much as possible to European news. After alluding to 
the pleasing circumstance under which the ceremony of that day had been con- 
ducted he spoke of the purpose to which the building was to be devoted, and 
expressed his unqualified approval of the managers in providing for the amuse** 
ment of the people, declaring he had no sympathy with the Ledger School of 
Philosophy, with those who measured the value of everything by the money 
which it would bring as its mere importance in utilitarian point of view. He 
then spoke of the great improvements which had taken place among the 
Mechanics of some 20 or 30 years ago and those of the present day, contrasting 
the two greatly in favor of the men of this day; and attributing this improvement 
in a great degree to the effect of the Mechanics' Institutes; concluding his 
speech by meeting the objections which had been made to such Institutions on 
the ground that they make men dissatisfied in the position in which they are 
placed. 

,Mr. Freeland, First Vice-President, next acknowledged the service of the 
Grand Master and the brethren, and the services of the day concluded with 
the benediction by Dr. McCaul; afterwards three hearty cheers were given for 
the Queen, and the vast assemblage separated. The arrangements of the occa- 
sion were of the most perfect kind, and the platforms which were well and sub- 
stantially built were beautifully ornamented with numerous flags and banners. 
The following is a brief description of the bttilding: — 

The principal front of the building will be on Church Street, 80 x 94 front on 
.Adelaide Street, leaving a lane 10 feet in width around the north and east sides 
pf the building. The ground floor will contain, besides offices for renting, the 
Library, Reading Room, Committee and Apparatus Room and the Lecture 
Theatre, the seats of which will be in a circular form and regularly descending 
from the level of this floor to that of the basement, thus affording an un- 
obstructed \'iew of the platform to every person in the room. The basement 
will also contain the Hall Keeper's apartments and a number of excellent class 
rooms, the ceiling being high and well ventilated. On the second floor is the 
music hall, approached by a broad stairway nine feet in width, in a grand 
entrance hall twenty-five feet in width and two stories in height The music 
hall is 76^ feet x 56 feet, with a fine lofty ceiling. Connected with this room, 
and on the same level, are two ante-rooms about twenty-five feet square each. 
Above these rooms and extending across the buildings is a supper room, ^ 
feet long by 35 feet wide, with two small rooms attached. On the east side of 
the building it is intended to erect an extra stairway to the Music Hall, both for 
the security of the audience in case of an alarm, and also for convenience of 
performers, who will thus have access to retiring room immediately back of the 
platform. On the side of the room opposite the platform will be erected a small 
gallery for an orchestra. 
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CHAPER LXXXII. 

The Eighteenth Communication of the ProvincialGrand Lodge 
OF Canada West, at Kingston, in May, 1854. ' 

No acknowledgment of the memorial prepared and forwarded to 
the Grand Lodge of England, asking for power to form an indepen- 
dent Grand Lodge in Canada, had been received by the Grand Secre- 
tary up to the time of holding the first half-yearly communication o) 
the Provincial Grand Lodge in May of 1854. This delay was the sub- 
ject of review by the members of Provincial Grand Lodge, and with 
the intention that a definite reply might be secured, another resolution 
was drafted, reciting the fact that such a memorial had been sent, and 
pointing out to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England 
that in not having an acknowledgment of the receipt of money trans- 
mitted in March of 1853 for charter and certificates, they had suffered 
materially from the neglect. The minutes read: 

" At a regular meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at Kingston, on Tues- 
day, the 9th day of May, 1854. 

present: 

R, W. Br. Sir Allan N. MacNab, G. Master, on the Throne. 

V. W. Br. Henry Smith, G. Sen. Warden. 

W. Br. Wm. B. Moore, as G. Jun. Warden, 

W. Br. James Burrowes, as G. Treasurer. 

W. Br. Hiram Fulford, as G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson. G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Samuel S. Ftnden. as G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Br. S. D. Fowler, as G. Jun. Deacon. 

Br W. G. Storm, as G. Supt. Works. 

Br. W. M. Jamieson. as G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Br. W. G. Hinds, Assistant ditto. 

Br. S. B. Harman. as G. Organist. 

W. Br. Schryver, as G. Pursuivant. 

Br. A. Gordon, as G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. Geo. Duggan, Br. John Flanaghan, Br. Carey. Br. Marriott. Br. J. 
Kerr, as G. Stewards. 

W. Br. Thomas Corey, G. Steward. 

W. Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters. Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
visiting brethren. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form at loV^ o'clock. a.m. 

The By-laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Toronto, on Thursday the 27th day of October, 1853, and of a 
special meeting holden at Toronto on Monday, the 17th day of April, 1854. 
were read and confirmed. 

The Grand Secretary read to the Grand Lodpe a circular from the P. 
Gr^nd Lodge of Montreal and William Henry inviting the Grand Lodge ol 
Canada West to attend the ceremony of laying the comer-stone of the Me- 
chanics' Institute, now erecting in the city of Montreal, on the nth inst. to 
which the Grand Secretary was directed to reply. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from the W, Master. War- 
dens and Brethren of St. John**; Lodtjc, No. 3, inviting the R. W. Grand 
Master, and the oMiccrs and members of the Grand Lodge to a lunch at hijjh- 
36a 
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noon on the loth inst.; which invitation the R. W. Grand Master, on behalt 
of himself and members of the Grand Lodge, was pleased to accept. 

The Grand Secretary read a note informing the Grand Lodge of the sud- 
den indisposition of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, Br. Thomas G. Ridout, 
which prevented his being present at this meeting. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from the Secretary of True 
Britons' Lodge, No. 21, Perth, asking permission for the Lodge to hold a 
Masonic procession on the approaching Festrval of St. John the Baptist. 
Leave was granted. 

On motion it was 

*• Resolved, — That the P. Grand Secretary do forthwith write to the M. 
Worshipful the Grand Master, through the Grand Registrar, stating that 
resolutions of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West were transmitted 
to the Grand Secretary in December last, and that no answer thereto has been 
received or acknowledgment thereof made, and that the correspondence con- 
nected with the transmission of said resolutions be at the same time forwarded: 
and further, that the Provincial Grand Lodge has suffered materially from 
the neglect of the Grand Secretary's office in not acknowledging the receipt 
of monies transmitted on the 5th and 19th March, 1853, as well for Lodge 
Charters as for Master Masons* Certificates, and the non-transmission of said 
Charters and Certificates." 

The Grand Lodge was closed in due form at 1% o'clock, p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 

For some reason or other unexplained the memorial of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge to England had not been transmitted after the 
semi-annual meeting in May, 1853, but had been delayed until Decem- 
ber. It had then been forwarded, but up to May, 1854, not even an 
acknowledgment of its receipt had been vouchsafed. 

This resolution gave the key to much of the friction that existed 
between Masonic bodies in England and those in Canada. The re- 
mittances of money to England had not been attended with much 
success. They frequently remained for as long a period as a year un- 
acknowledged. 

The fact was that the Toronto lodges became so annoyed with 
the manner in which they had been treated that when moneys were 
to be remitted for certificates and warrants, the cash was sent per- 
sonally by the hands of merchants or others, members of the Craft 
visiting England, with instructions not to pay over the moneys to 
the Grand Secretary at London unless the certificates or warrants 
were at the same time handed to those who paid over their fees. 



CHAPTER LXXXin. 

The Nineteenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, at Toronto, in October, 1854, 

The second half-yearly meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
was held at Toronto in October. 1854. At this meeting we have the 
first action of the Craft since its reorganization towards the foundation 
of a benevolent fund. The brethren decided to invest the sum of i300 
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in public securities for this purpose, and it was also on a vote decided 
to devote one-third of the balance in hand of the funds of the Grand 
Lodge for a building fund, presumably to secure the erection of a 
Masonic Asylum for the widows and orphans of indigent brethren. 
The reader will observe that the vote on this latter question was not 
by ballot, but by open vote, at which a division was taken, and the 
yeas and nays recorded, the resolution being carried by a vote of 
22 to 5. 

At this period in the history of Craft Masonry, the work of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge was, to a certain extent, hampered J)y the 
issue of warrants by supreme bodies other than that of England. The 
Grand Lodge of Ireland had nearly twenty warrants in the jurisdic- 
•tion. and naturally the members of the Provincial Grand Lodge has- 
tened to express their views as embodied in a resolution protesting 
against the issue of warrants by the (irand Lodge of Ireland, and ask- 
ing by memorial the good offices of the Grand Lodge of England in 
influencing their sister (irand Lodges against further infringement 
of Canadian territory. Accordingly, a resolution was drafted and 
prepared with that intent, but an amendment was carried that the Pro- 
vincial (irand Lod^e do not interfere with the action of lodges war- 
ranted by Ireland. 

It may be recollected that the (irand Lodge of Ireland acted 
strictly within its rights as a sovereign body in issuing these warrants 
to the Canadian brethren. It could not be claimed with justice that 
there was an infringement of territory, when the Grand Lodge of Ire- 
land was a sovereign body, the ])eer of the (irand Lo<ige of England. 

The Provincial (irand Lo<lj^'c <.)t Canada was not a sovereign and 
independent bo<ly. but subordinate to the (irand Lcnlge of England, 
and although with reason it might complain of new lodges springing 
up in the jurisdiction, without a governing Ixxly to direct them in the 
country, still their Canadian brethren had some reason for their ac- 
tion. The unsatisfactory manner in which the English authorities 
had always dealt with Canadian interests was known to the leading 
brethren, not only in the Provincial (irand Lodge, but also to those 
who were not affiliated with it. The refusal of years ago, on the part 
of England, to recognize the efforts of the Canadian brethren had not 
been forgotten, and the neglect of England to Ux>k after its Masonic 
interests during the liiatus of i«S2i;-44, looked to many of the breth- 
ren in Canada as unfraternal, unbusiness-like and unsatisfactory. 

Still later, when the Provincial Grand Lodjre had been rcoriran- 
ized under Sir Allan X. MacXab. when attempts were made to «*?cure 
replies to urgent communications, asking that \he Provincial Grand 
Lodge be the only medium of communication, praving for power to 
create an independent (irand Lodtre. and finallv requesting an ac- 
knowledgment of moiKvs transmitted, when all the etlorts resulted in 
failure, were not the l^rethren jiisiiticd in seeking the opportunitv for 
Masonic communion offered bv the |>owers of the (irand Lodge of 
Irrlan<r- The action of the brethren of the Provincial (irand LA>dge 
would nut. however, have needed anv intUience, for at this time a 
strong section of the CVafl were atVdiated. and were members of the 
Unlges warranted bv Ireland The minutes read: 



i 
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At a half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at Toronto, on 
Wednesday, the 25th day of October, 1854. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master, on the Throne. 

W. Br. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, as G. Sen. Warden. 

W. Br. G. W. Whitehead, as G. Jun. Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Brother, Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W- Br. P. W. Barron, G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Br. C. Clarke, as G. Jun. Deacon. 

Br. John Tully, G. Supt, Works. 

Br. A. Drummond, G. Dir. Ceremonies. 

W. Br. H. B. Bull, as Asst do. 

Br. G. D. Wells, G. Organist 

Br. E. M. Carruthcrs, as G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. S. B. Harman, as G. Pursuivant. 

W. Br. L. Langstaff, as Grand Steward. 

Br. Thomas Prosser, Br. Wm. Graham, Br. Hiram Piper, Br. D. Mc- 
Donald, G. Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 8 o'clock, p.m. 

The By-laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, on Tues- 
day, the 9th day of May, 1854, were read and confirmed. 

The Grand Secretary read a statement of the Grand Treasurer's accounts 
during the past Masonic year, when 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, " That the Grand Treasurer's report be now adopted." 

The proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge had heretofore 
been published in sheet form similar to those of the Grand Lodge of 
England. This year a move was made to have the proceedings issued 
in diflFerent shape, so that they would be more coavenifipt for the mem- 
bership. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, "That the proceedings of this Grand Lodge, together with a 
detailed statement of its financial affairs, be published in pamphlet form, and 
there be a sufficient quantity published to furnish each subordinate lodge 
throughout the Province with at least three copies of said proceeding's, and 
that the same be prepared for the press by the Grand Secretary, commencing 
from the last general report of this P. Grand Lodge." 

The motion to create a benevolent fund was the first attempt of 
the kind in connection with the Grand Lodge. The £300 granted was 
to form the nucleus, to be increased by one-third of the yearly bal- 
ance of Grand Lodge funds. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, " That the sum of three hundred pounds be at once invested in 
such public funds as the R. W. P. Grand Master shall deem best, as a fi^nd of 
benevolence." 

It was moved and seconded 

" That the one-half of the yearly balance be annually devoted to the fund 
of benevolence." 
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It was then moved and seconded, in amendment, and 

Resolved, "That hereafter one-third of the yearly balance of the Grand 
Lodge funds on hand shall be appropriated to the formation of a permanent 
fund of benevolence." 

The proposal to erect a Masonic temple had long concerned the 
Craft. In Toronto an effort in that direction had been made by St. 
Andrew's lodge but without success, and now Grand Lodge gave its 
endorsement by placing one-third of the funds of Grand Lodge in a 
building fund for a temple that was to be erected in Toronto. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, "That one-third of the balance in hand of the funds of the 
Grand Lodge be yearly devoted to the purpose of a building fund, and that 
said sums be invested in such securities as the P. Grand Master and D. P. 
Grand Master may deem most advisable." 

The division on the above motion was as follows: — 

Yeas — Bros. A, Dnimmond, H. Piper. R. Lewis, P. M., Donald McDonald, 
W. M. Jamieson, S. W., Hugh Miller, J. W., John Tully. G. D. Wells and 
F. W. Barron, W. M. of Lodge No. i; W. Br. L. Langsuff, of Lodge No. 14: 
Brs. N. Gatchell, P. M.. the Rev. L. Ramsey, J. H. Ritchey, S. W.. and W. 
H. Stanton, J. W., of Lodge No. 18; W. Bro. Graham, M.. and Br. Prosser. 
of Lodge No. 7; W. Br. W. B. Moore, of Lodge No. 24; W. Br. G. W. White- 
head, of Lodge No. 38; W, Br. C. Clarke, of Lodge No. 35; W. Br. Thomas 
Burrell, Br. H. Pearin, S. W., and Br. S. Figg, J. W., of Corinthian Lodge, 
Stanley's Mills. 

NAVS^Br. W. H. Simpson, S. W. of Lodge No. 9; W. Br. the Rev. Fns. 
J. Lundy, of Union Lodge, Grimsby: W. Br. H. B. Bull, of Lodge No. 11; 
Br. Baird. S. W.. Lodge No. 33; and Br. James H. Peck, S. W„ of Lodge 
No. 32. 

The vexed question of foreign jurisdictions interfering in Canada 
was every year becoming a more pertinent subject for discussion. 
The Irish lodges had thrown some obstacles in the Craft pathway, 
and the Provincial Grand Lodge under England was beginning to see 
that a further influx would weaken their b^y. 

It was moved and seconded 

"That a humble memorial be forwarded by the R. W. Grand Master of 
this P. Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodge of England, representing the 
grievous injury done to the Craft by the almost indiscriminate issue of war- 
rants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland: and asking the Grand Lodge of Eng* 
land to use its best endeavours to induce the Grand Lodge of Ireland to dis- 
continue a system so fatal to Masonic unity, this Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Upper Canada having been first established by the Grand Lodge of England 
in the year 179^." 

Whilst anxious to stop a further issue of warrants from Ireland, 
the provincial body had sense enough not to create additional friction 
by interference with the Irish warrants in existence, so 

It was then moved and seconded in amendment, and 

Resolved, "That this Provincial Grand Lodge do not interfere with the 
action of the lodges holding warrants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland at 
this session.*' 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by By-law for the election of Treasurer, and 
the appointment of other Grand Officers, when 

Upon motion, it was 

Resolved. " That V. W. Br. Frederick W. Barron he elected to the office 
of Grand Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year.** 
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The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was then pleased to appoint the follow- 
ing brethren as oiUcers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, all 
of whom, togethci with the Grand Treasurer elect, were duly installed in per- 
son, or by proxy, and proclaimed according to ancient form. 

V. W. Br. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, Lodge No. 3, and P. M. of St 
John's and St Paul's Lodge 437, La Valetta, Master, G. Sen. Warden. 

V, W. Br. Geo. W. Whitehead, M„ Lodge No. 38, G. Jun. Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. F. J. Lundy, M., Union Lodge, Grimsby, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, P. M., Lodge No. 18, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, P. M. Lodge No. 18, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Charles Clarke, M. of Lodge No. 35, G. Sen. Deacon. 

Br. W. B. Simpson, S. W. Lodge No. 9, G. Jun. Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, Lodge No. i, G. Supt. Works. 

Br. A. Drummond. Lodge No. i, G. Dir. Ceremonies. 

Br. James H. Peck, Lodge No. 32, Asst do. 

Br. Geo. F. Hayter, Lodge No. 1, G. Organist 

Br. S. B. Harman, Lodge No. i, G. Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Lewis Langstaff, Lodge No. 14, G. Swo'rd Bearer. 

Br E. M. Carruthers, Br. W. M. Janiieson, Br. Hugh Miller, Lodge No. 
i; Br. J. H. Ritchey, Br. E. R. O'Brien, Lodge No. 18; W. Br. Thomas J. 
Burrell, Corinthian Lodge, Stanley's Mills, G. Stewards. 

B. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, " That this P. Grand Lodge do select some worthy Brother as 
a Grand Lecturer, to visit the different subordinate lodges throughout the 
Province working under the jurisdiction, and to enforce a uniform system of 
working the Craft for the benefit of the same." 

The Grand Lodge was: closed in form at 11^ o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 

The official report of the proceedings of 1854 has appended to it ** a 
list of the lodges under the jurisdiction of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West," showing thirty-eight duly enrolled and eleven work- 
ing under dispensation, as either lodges directly warranted by the 
Grand Lodge of England, or lodges that were in the jurisdiction 
in the days of R. W. Bro. Jarvis and also R. W. Bro. Simon McGilli- 
vray. The list is as follows: 

List of Lodges under the Jurisdiction of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West. 

No. I. St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto. 
No. 2. Niagara Lodge, Niagara. 
No. 3. St. John'** Lodge, Kingston. 
No. 4. Belleville Lodge, Belleville. 
No. 5. St. John's Lodge, Cobourg. 
No. 6. Union Lodge, Napanee. 
No. 7. Western Light Lodge, Bolton. 
No. 8. Prince Edward's Lodge, Picton. 
No. 9. Brockville Lodge, Brockville. 
No. 10. Union Godericli Lodge, Goderich. 
No. II. The Barton Lodge, Hamilton. 
No. 14. Richmond Lodge, Richmond Hill. 
No. 15. St. George's Lodge, St. Catharines. 
No. 16. St. John's Lodge, Carleton Place. 
No. 17. St. Francis Lodge, Smith's Falls. 
No. 18. Ionic Lodge, Toronto. 
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No. 20. Ontario Lodge. Port Hope. 

No. 21, True Britons* Lodge, Perth. 

No. 22, Strict Observance Lodge, Hamilton. 

No. 23. Corinthian Lodge. Peterborough. 

No. 24. Dalhousie Lodge, Bytown. 

No. 25. Kemptville Lodge, Kemptville. 

No. 26. Wellington Lodge, T^uelph. 

No. 27. Thistle Lodge, Amherstburgh. 

No. 28. Jerusalem Lodge, Bowmanville. 

No. 29. Amity Lodge, Dunn vi lie. 

No. 30. Rose Lodge, Sandwich. 

No. 31. St. John's Lodge, Norfolk. 

No. 32. Trent Lodge, River Trent. 

No. 3s. Mount Zion Lodge, Borelia. 

No. 34. St. George's Lodge. Gosfield. 

No. 35. Composite Lodge. Whitby. 

No. j6. Wei land Lodge, Chippewa. 

No. 37. St. George's Lodge, London. 

No. 38. King Solomon's Lodge, Woodstock 

Wellington Lodge, Chatham. 

Unity Lodge, Paris. 

Great Western Lodge, Windsor. 

Madoc Lodge. Madoc. 

Erie Lodge. Morpeth. 

Union Lodge. Grimsby. 

Consecon Lodge. Consecon. 

Corinthian Lodge. Stanley's Mills 

Merrickville Lodge, Merrickvillc. 

Victoria Lodge, Port Sarnia. 

North Gower Lodge. North Gowcr. 

I*'inancial statements are naturally dry reading; yet to some they 
are interesting. The contributions from thirty-eight lodges, to 
the Cirand Lodge of England, amounted to £106. 5, j}^, and to the 
Provincial Grand Lodge £513. o. loyi. The statement shows a con- 
siderable improvement over those of former years. The financial 
statement also furnishes the information that the salary of the (irand 
Tyler was £12. los. per year, and that of the Gran(i Secretar\' C50 
per year. 



CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

TiiF. Provincial Gr.\nd Lodcf. of 1855. — A Proposition to 
DiviDK Upper Canada into Three Masonic* Divisions. 
— TUe Struccle for an Independent Gr.xnd Loix.e. 

The year 1855 will long be remembered in the Craft History of 
Canada. The success of the fraternitv was fairlv in the balance, and 
the influences which, from small beginnings, had gradually been gain- 
ing strength, finally culminated in a result that wa< srarcolv over ex- 
p<cte<l by those who cr>'stallized the thought that brou^lu aI)M>- 
hiic freedom of action in all matters to the brethren of Cppcr C'ana<la, 
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The Provincial Grand Lodge journeyed west for its annual communi- 
cation, and with R. W. Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, the Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter, in the chair, met in London, and counselled for the welfare of the 
Craft. The proceedings for the first day's meeting were routine. On 
the second day V. W. Bro. William Mercer Wilson, the W. M. of 
Norfolk lodge, Simcoe, gave notice of a* motion for a petition to the 
Grand Lodge of England, asking permission to divide Upper Can- 
ada into three divisions, with a Grand Lodge in each, and that a dele- 
gate proceed to England to lay the matter before the English authori- 
ties. Thi^ was a notice of motion, and not debatable, but it was fol- 
lowed by the passage of a resolution, to the effect that an emergent 
meeting of Grand Lodge be called early in July to discuss the matter, 
and that each lodge be notified. A further resolution was passed for 
the appointment of a committee to determine the proper mode of 
working to be adopted in the province, with the name of a competent 
brother as Grand Lecturer. This closed the proceedings, the minutes 
reading as follows: i i ' 

" Proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons for C W., Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Rt. Wor. Provincial Grand 
Master, under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of England, the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Zetland, Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

At the half-yearly communication, held in the city of London, on Thursday 
and Friday, the loth and nth days of May, 1855. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, on the Throne. 

V. W. Br. W. M. Wilson, as Grand Senior Warden. 

V. W. Br. Geo. W, Whitehead, G, J. Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. Fras, James Lundy, G. Chaplain. 

W. Br. John Harding, as G. Registrar. 

Br. W. M. Jamieson, as G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Jeptha Bradshaw, as G. S. Deacon. 

Br. James A Preston, as G. J. Deacon. 

Br. J. G. Bennett, as Grand Director of Ceremonies. 

Br. G. F. Hayter, as G. Organist 

Br. Edwin Heathfield, as G. Pursuivant. 

Br. W. H. Oliver, W. Br. Thomas Salmoni, Br. Thos. Swinarton. Br. 
William Bungy, as Grand Stewards. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 10 o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

The By-laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden 
at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 25th day of October, 1854. were read and con- 
firmed. 

At II o'clock the R. W. D. Grand Master was pleased to adjourn the 
Grand Lodge until 9 o'clock, a.m., of the nth instant. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled- -Friday, the nth day of May, 

1855. 

The first order of business in the afternoon embraced the discus- 
sion of independence in a decided form. V. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson's 
notice of a motion did not savor much of independence in 
Craft matters. It has always puzzled readers of the Craft work to 
find out what the V. W. Bro. meant by his proposed action. He 
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favored in all his addresses the view that Canada should be indepen- 
dent in Craft government, and yet he proposed a resolution that would 
have held the entire jurisdiction to England more firmly than ever, 
for he practically admitted the right of England to divide the juris- 
diction as a sovereign body having control, Bro. Wilson's motion 
was never put into effect, but should be given as part of the record : 

V. W. Br. W. M. Wilson, Master of Norfolk Lo<lgc. Sinicoc. gave 
notice, " That at the next Communication of this Grand Lodge, he will move 
that a petition be forwarded to the Grand Lodge of England, praying that 
R. W. body to divide Upper Canada into three Masonic divisions, establish- 
ing a Grand Lodge in each division, and also that at the said meeting a dele- 
gate be appointed to proceed to England for the purpose of attending to such 
matters as may be entrusted to him by this Grand Lodge.'* 

Following the reading of this notice of motion came the resolu- 
tion that decided the fall of the Provincial Grand Lodge. For it was 
at the emergent meeting that there arose matters which led to the 
establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

" On motion, it was resolved — * That the R. W. Master he retjucsted to 
summon a Lodge of Emergency, to be held as early in July as possible, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration the motion to he prtiposcd by the 
mover of this resolution, and that the Grand Secretary be instructed to forward 
a copy of the motion to each lodge under this jurisdiction, and such other 
matters as may be brought forward.' " 

The Board of General Purposes had apparently become a mori- 
bund body, for there is nothing of its appointment after 1852. 

The difficulties of securing uniform work in the lodges had re- 
ceived the serious attention of the rulers of the Craft. \*ear after year 
complaints were being made as to the absolute necessity of a proper 
form and system of work, so, as the Board of General Purposes did 
not seem to be in existence, 

*• On motion, it was Resolved—' That the R. W. the Grand Master of this 
Province be requested to appoint a Committee, composed of Past Masters 
and Masters of Lodges, to meet at the place to be appointed for holding the 
next Communication of this Grand Lodge, a day previous to said meeting, to 
establish and determine the correct and proper mode of working to be adopted 
in this Province, and that the said Committee be instnictcd lo report the same 
and recommend for the approval of the R. W. Grand MaMer a woll-inforincd 
Brother as Grand Lecturer, in accordance with the rcsoUititMi pa^^cd at the 
last meeting of this Grand Lodge.' ** 

Bro. Barnes, who had been expelled in 1848. had his case a^ain 
before the Provincial Grand Lodge, for 

'• On motion it was Resolved.—' That the R. W. Dcpuiv Grand Ma^^ter 
be requested to appoint a Committee of this Provincial (irand Lodi^i- to in- 
quire into the case of Br. S. W. Barnes (who was expelled from all the l>onetit< 
of Masonry, at a regular meeting of the Grand Lod^e. h'-l.len at HaTnilin-i 
on the 15th and i6th days of June, 1848). and to report .nt the n-Kt me»t'ng of 
this Provincial Grand Lodge/ " 

"The R, W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to apitoint the following; 
brethren a committee to carry out the above resohiiion : 

• V. W. the Grand Junior Warden. V. W. the Grand Chapl.iMi. V W 
the Grand Secretary." 

There was no more patriotic nor loyal brother than \V. r»ro. John 
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E. Harding, W. M. of St. George's lodge, London. Funds for the 
relief of the widows of those who fell in the Crimean war were re- 
quired and the famous " Patriotic Fund " was established. Bro. 
Harding thought that Masonry should contribute its mite, and, 
therefore, he as 

** Master of St; George's Lodge, London, gave notice ' that he would, at the 
next meeting of this R. W. Grand Lodge, bring up a motion calling upon the 
R. W. Grand Lodge to contribute some portion of their funds in aid of the 
patriotic fund now raising in England, and to recommend that the same be 
adopted by other lodges throughout the Province ' 

"The R. W. the Deputy Grand Master was pleased to grant a dispensa- 
tion to authorize the Kemptville lodge, No. 25, Kemptville, to hold a Masonic 
procession on St. John's day, the 24th June next. 

"The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 2 o'clock p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

" (Signed) Francis Richardson, 

" Grand Secretary," 



CHAPTER LXXXV. 

Special Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Held in the Clifton House, Niagara 
Falls, July, 1855. 

A special meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge was held in 
July, 1855, *t the Clifton House, Niagara Falls, and after confirming 
the minutes of the half-yearly communication at London, a petition 
was received from the brethren of Brockville lodge, similar in nature 
to that already forwarded by the R. W. the D. P. G. M. to the Grand 
Lodge of England. The notice of motion of V. W. Bro. W. M. Wil- 
son, who was acting as Grand Senior Warden, does not seem to have 
come up in the form of notice giv^n, but another motion, much more 
brief but thoroughly explicit in its character, was discussed by the 
brethren. The minutes do not record the names of the mover and 
seconder, but it is fair to infer that V. W. Bro. Wilson was at least the 
spirit that inspi' ed, if he did net move, the resolution. The motion wa in 
effect that a meeting of delegates be called from all the lodges in order 
to organize an independent Grand Lodge for Upper Canada. But the 
fealtv to the mother Grand Lodge was strong, and although those 
present declare that the matter was fully discussed, the motion was 
lost. The petition sent to England in 1853 had not been answered, 
and a further resolution was passed, urging the Grand Master of Eng- 
land to reply, to allay the intense excitement in the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and at the same time Bro. R. H. Townsend, of London, was 
appointed the special agent of the Grand Lodge in London, with a 
view of facilitating matters. Thus satisfied that all had been done that 
could be done. Grand Lodge adjourned Did its members know of 
the agencies at work to revolutionize the governing of the Craft in 
Upper Canada ? The rejection of the motion for a convention, and 
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the non-rcceipt of communications from England, had its eflFcct. The 
cloud of discontent had formed and was not to be chased away by a 
breath. A large section of the Craft were prepared for open rebel- 
lion, and determined at all hazards to have self-government and per- 
fect autonomy in Upper Canada. 

The minutes of the emergent meeting at Niagara Falls read: — 

'* At an especial meeting, holden at the Clifton House, Niagara Falls, on 
Thursday and Friday, the 19th and 20th days of July, 1855. 

PRESENT : 

Right Worshipful Brother Thomas G. Ridout. Deputy Grand Master, on 
the Throne. 

V.' W. Br. W. M. Wilson, as Grand Senior Warden. 

V. W. Br. George W. Whitehead, Grand Junior Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. Fras. J. Lundy, Grand Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchcll, Grand Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, Grand Secretary. 

W. Br. Charles Clark, Grand Senior Deacon. 

W. Br. W. B. Simpson, Grand Junior Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, Grand Superintendent of Works. 

W. Br. W. M. Jamieson, as Grand Pursuivant 

W. Br. Thomas John Burrell. Br. E. R. O'Brien. Grand Stewards. 

Br. Johix Morrison, Grand Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
visiting brethren. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 4 o'clock p.m. with solemn 
prayer. 

The By-Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

On motion, it was resolved — *' That that portion of the minutes of the 
last half-yearly communication relating to the convening of this special meeting 
be confirmed." 

Brockvilie lodge, established in 1817, was one of those which 
had always favored independence in Craft government. Probably 
the fact that the membership had some of the spirit of R. \\\ Bro. 
Z. M. Phillips still in their midst, mav have accounted for their action, 
for 

W. Br. Simpson presented to the Grand Lodge a petition to the R. W. 
P. Grand Master from fhc officers and brethren of the Brockvilie Lodge. No. 
9. Brockvilie, similar in its nature to the one sent from this Grand Lodge to 
the Grand Lodge of England, and now before the M. \V. Grand Master, when, 

" On motion, it was Resolved — * That the petition of the Master, Wardens 
and brethren of the Brockvilie Lodge be received.* " 

The succeedinf^ motion was one that could scarcely be expected 
to carry in a Provincial (irand Lod^c, and yet it was tlie only legiti- 
mate and proper procedure that could be taken for the formation of 
a sovereign body. 

*' It was dniy moved and Neeondod — ' That a nueiini: of deleijaie^ ir*»m 
all the lodges in the Province, under all jurisdictions, be inxitcd to inret at an 
early day, to take the necessary steps for communicating; with the Grand 
Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, for the pnrpi)se ot fornnn^ an Inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge.' 

"The motion, being put i«> the vote, was lost** 

The air was full of resolutions, the Craft heart \\a< ai:itair<l The 
future looked unfavourable for the provincial IxkIn. and son^e >tn>ng 
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action must be taken. The provincial leaders saw what the result 
would be. They knew full well that an independent body would be 
at work before the members of the Provincial Grand Lodge were com- 
fortably at their respective homes after the meeting, so 

" The Grand Lodge re-assembled at 9 o'clock a.in. 

" On motion, it was Resolved — * That the Provincial Grand Secretary 
do forthwith write to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England, 
that it is the earnest and respectful desire of this Provincial Grand Lodge 
that an answer be returned to the prayer of the petition of this Provincial 
Grand Lodge, sent to the Grand Master on the ist December, 1853 — ^which 
answer, if returned forthwith, will tend to allay tHat intense excitement already 
too prevalent in this Provincial Grand Lodge — and that the Secretary do send 
a copy of this resolution to the Grand Secretary.* " 

The Grand Lodge at London had paid so little attention to the 
letters and communications that the provincial body was determined 
to use more direct means by the aid of a personal representative, so 

"On motion, it was Resolved — ' That W. Br. R. H. Townsend, of Lon- 
don, be appointed the special agent of this Provincial Grand Lodge, and 
requested to use his best endeavours to obtain an answer to the petition of this 
Provincial Grand Lodge, and that he be invested with full powers to act in the 
matter.' " 

While Bro. Townsend would act as the special agefit of Grand 
Lodge in the matter of the petition, the provincial body desired to 
have a personal agent, one who was something more than a figure- 
head, so 

"On motion, it was Resolved — 'That the Provincial Grand Master be 
requested to appoint a working brother in London to act as the agent of this 
Provincial Grand Lodge in England.' " 

The case of Bro. Barnes was finally decided against that brother, 
for 

"The committee appointed at the last half-yearly meeting of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge to consider the case of W. Br. S. W. Barnes, made their 
report, which was received. 

"On motion, it was Resolved — * That it is inexpedient to take any further 
action in the matter of the expulsion of Br. S. W. Barnes.' " 

Norfolk lodge was the body from which V. W. Bro. W. Mercer 
Wilson hailed and in which the question of independence had been 
discussed at almost every meeting. Apprehensive that there might 
be a hitch in the Craft legislation, and that the. work of independence 
might be retarded, 

" Br. Henry Grouse, Senior Warden of Norfolk Lodge, Simcoe, gave 
notice — ' That if our petition for a Canadian Grand Lodge does not meet with 
a favourable reception at the Grand Lodge of England, Norfolk Lodge will 
again bring the subject up to be disposed of in such a manner as may be 
deemed proper." 

" On motion, it was Resolved — * That the thanks of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge be tendered to Br. John M. Leonard, for the very liberal present of 
six works on Masonry presented to this R. W. Grand Lodge. 

"The Grand Lodge was closed in form at half-past 12 o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

" (Signed) Francis Richardson, 

" Grand Secretary." 
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CHAPTER LXXXVI. 

Proposal to Divide the Jurisdiction and Form a Grand Lodge 
FOR Canada East — A Proposition Favoured by the 
Provincial Grand Master, Sir A. N. MacNab, 

The year 1855 was fruitful in plans for the government of Ma- 
sonry in the Province of Upper Canada. The Provincial Grand 
Lodge had asked the aid of the mother Grand Lodge in an exten- 
sion of powers and practically an independent Grand Lodge. Some 
of the lodges of the Provincial obedience with the Irish lodges in the 
Province had in convention formed a new Grand Lodge, and the 
brethren of St. John's Lodge, 491, Kingston, had resolved to untie 
the Gordian knot, which seemed to keep the Craft in a state of dis- 
content, by a proposal to divide the jurisdiction into the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West, and form a new body to be known as 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada East. They claimed that 
the jurisdiction was too extensive; that one governing body could 
not give the necessary care and watchfulness when the territory ex- 
tended from the Ottawa to the shores of Lake Huron; that the 
membership of the governing body would be unwieldy, and that to 
adopt the plan of England in instituting Provincial Grand Lodges 
would be a satisfactory rendering and solution of all difficulties. The 
lodge also nominated R. W. iiro. T. D. Harington, as the first Pro- 
vincial Grand Master. This appeal to the Craft had tlie sanction of 
Sir Allan MacNab, and with this endorsation the following docume t 
was prepared and sent to all the lodges that it was claimed should 
become identified with this new body : 

HALL OF ST. JOHN'S LODGE, No. 491. 

Kingston, 22hd Junb, 1855. 
WoasHXFFUL Sir and Brother, — 

I am directed to call your attention and invite the co-operation of your 
lodge in a work of the utmost importance to our well-being as Masons. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge for Canada West has jurisdiction over the 
whole extent of the Province, from the mouth of the Ottawa to the shores 
of Lake Huron, and comprises within its timi^ 49 lodges, who have each a 
right, and are required to be represented in P. G. L. by their Masters and 
Wardens, making a total representation of 147, besides Past Masters, who 
would swell the number of members to 400 or 450 — but I would just ask you 
to consider how many actual members are present at an ordinary meeting 
of the P. G. L., who do not reside in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
place where it is held. I (jiicsiion much if there are over 10 or I2. This is 
perhaps not the fault of the P. G L.. neither can we justly find much cause to 
complain if its legislation is not altogether what we would wish to see it. 

The jurisdiction is too extensive — the governing body does not and cannot 
know the wants and necessities of individual lodges — cannot exercise that 
watchful care which, in a new country, with a shifting population, rapidly 
increasing, is much more needtul than in an old established state of society 
which remains nearly the same for years And if in England it is found ad- 
visable to have a P. G. M and P. G. L. in every county, and sometimes with 
not more than 5 or 6 subordinate lodges, and those within perhaps ao or 2$ 
miles of the P. G. M.'s hail, how much more requisite is it in Canada West. 
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with 49 subordinate lodges, and some of them over 500 miles apart. We must 
at the very least suppose that in the former case the governing power 'is much 
more beneficially exercised and felt than in the latter. 

No doubt it is our duty as well as our privilege to cause our lodges to be 
represented in P. G. L., but how many of your lodge, for example, can afford 
to lose from 4 to 6 days' time and spend £10 or £i2, and then have only a 
few hours' conference with their brethren in session, and be called on to decide 
an important matter, of which they have no previous knowledge ? 

The P. G. M. has. to a certain extent, seen the evil of this, and attempted 
a remedy by calling his lodge at various places in the Province. This has 
been unsuccessful, just because those who attend the P. G. L. in the one part 
of the Province know but little of what is done or required in the other part, 
and consequently have either to leave all business in the hand of the few, or 
work in the dark, and what little good may be attempted at one meeting at 
one extremity of the Province, may be entirely counteracted by those who 
attend the next meeting at the other extremity, and all for want of a better 
knowledge of each other's ideas and requirements. 

Looking on all these things, and many others, which will suggest them- 
selves to any candid inquirer, we say the time has fully come to divide the 
jurisdiction of the P. G. L. It is too unwieldy, too bulky — ^and although it 
may have been fitted for a period not long since passed away, when the lodges 
were fewer than now, it is unfitted for the present. Twelve ycirs since, the 
lodges at work only numbered 10, now they are 49, and ought to be more. 

We propose that the eastern portion of Canada West, from Trenton (in- 
clusive) should be separated from the present P. G. L. and a new P. G. M. 
appointed for that district by the G. M. of the U. G. L. of F. There are 
already 14 lodges in this division, and room for others. 

And there is not only room for more, but we are sorry to have lit to say 
that there is also room for improvement in some of the lodges now working, 
and perhaps no more efficacious way could be devised than the project we 
are advocating, to promote good and healthy working. With only moderate 
ability in a private lodge, but with regular visits from Grand Lecturers and 
supervision by a governing body and regular meeting with our brethren in 
P. G. L. we may expect a sound, healthy work, consistent in all it*; parts and 
uniform with neighbouring lodges. 

With these views. St. John's Lodge. No. 491, has adopted and submits 
to your lodge the accompanying petition to the M. W. G. M.. and earnestly 
entreats the co-operation of your lodge in what is so clearly for Uie good of 
the noble old Craft we delight to honour. Will you lay the matter before 
the lodge at the earliest possible opportunity, and as there is no time to be 
lost, allow me to suggest the propriety of calling an emergent meeting to con- 
sider and decide on the subject, if your regular communication is not near 
at hand. 

The St. John's Lodge, in nominating the Right Worshipful Brother 
Thomas Douglas Harington as the first Provincial Grand Master, is influenced 
with the view that it is absolutely necessary for the organization and well- 
being of the new Grand Lodge, that we have an energetic and well tried 
Mason as its presiding officer; and further, that the said Brother being already 
a P. G. M.. the Grand Master of P. G. L. will make no objection to the nomi- 
nation. 

Should your lodge concur with St. John's, No. 491, and adopt the peti- 
tion, you will please have it signed and transmitted to me, without loss of 
time, that all may be sent together to the Grand Secretary. 

If we are unanimous, there need be no fear of failure in carrying out our 
objects, and I may also inform you that the R. W. P. G. M., Sir A. N. Mac- 
Nab, has been consulted on the subject, and has no objection to see the juris- 
Hiciion divided. 

I remain, dear Sir and Brother. 

Yours fraternally. 

E. H. Parker, 

Secretary. 



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 575 

The complicauon of Masonic affairs in the western section of the 
Province, however, prevented the well-intentioned design of the 
Kingston brethren frcnn being carried out, and as with many other 
well-laid schemes, it passed into the realm of oblivion, and was thus 
laid on the table forever. It is a matter worth noting that although 
the scheme had the approval of the Provincial Grand Master for Can- 
ada West, there is no record of the proposal in the minutes or pro- 
ceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held at Niagara Falls on 
the loth and 20th of July. 1855, nor of the meeting held in Toronto 
on the 23rd of October of the same year, although St. John's. No. 491, 
was one of the lodges that held its allegiance to the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, 



CHAPTER LXXXVII. 
The English Memorial, Septemhkr, 1855. 

The memorial of the Provincial Grand Lodge was duly received 
in England before the end of the year 1853. The neglect and want of 
care for Canadian Masonic interests by the M. \V. the Grand Master 
of England, however, militated against the early consideration of the 
document, which had been handed him by his Cirand Secretary in 
February. 1854. The quarterly meetings of the Grand Lodge of 
I'lngland passed along the year 1854 without the matter being dealt 
with by that august body, and eight months of the year 1855 elapsed 
before a committee of the Board of General Pur]>oscs could find time 
to discuss the prayer of the Canadian Craftsmen. 

The report of this special committee was as barren in words as it 
was in results. It was the deliverance of men who had not the 
courage of their convictions, and who apparently were afraid to pass 
any opinion that would be a reflection on the nejjlect of the officials 
who were responsible for the delay. The report revealed the fact 
that the petition had been received in December, 1853. but not pre- 
sented to the M. W. the Grand Master until February, 1854. and that 
from that date down to September, 1855. had not even been acknow- 
ledged. 

The finding of the committee was a proof of its desire to avoid 
tiouble. In the light of modern Craft ruling the idea of submitting 
in a representative body ** the expediency and propriety of rejecting 
or comi)lving with the prayer thereof rests with the Grand Master," 
is a definition of the powers of the ruler of the Craft that did not find 
endt)rsenient on tlie American continent, and to-<la\ in Eni»lan<l would 
probably be relegated to the voice of Cirand Lodj^e. The conmiittee 
did venture to remind the Grand Secretary that it \\a< not proner to 
receive remittances, even if pronerlv entered on tlie books, without 
acknowledgment, and suggested more vigilance in the work of that 
officer 

The report of the special committee is precede<l by the letter of 
R. W. Rro. Ridout. which enclosed the petiticm: 
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•' Report of the Special Committee of the United Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons in England. 

" To the Board of General Purposes. 

" The Report of the Committee appointed by your Board to enquire into 
the Petition, Allegations and Statements made by or on behalf of certain 
Brethren of the Craft in the Province of Canada West. 

" The Committee proceeded upon the said enquiry on Friday the 7th of 
September, instant, and having deemed it expedient to propound certain ques- 
tions in writing to be answered by the Grand Secretary or the Officers in the 
Grand Secretary's office relating to the matters in question, the Committee 
adjourned to Friday, the 21st of September, instant, when, after giving full 
consideration to the answers to such questions, and the statements made to 
the Committee by the Grand Secretary, the Committee find — 

"That comunicattons had been made to the Grand Secretary from cer- 
tain Brethren in Canada West requesting (that with a view to save expense) 
the Warrants and Certificates should not be forwarded by post, but that they 
should be sent through Messrs. Bainbridge & Co., Merchants, of London, 
who would take charge of the Documents and forward them in parcels with 
other things, directed to Mr. Hugh Scobie, of Toronto. 

" That applications were several times made to Messrs. Bainbridge & Co. 
to ascertain when they would be sending out parcels in which such Warrants 
and Certificates could be included, and that on the last of such applications the 
Messenger was informed that Mr. Scobie was dead, and that therefore no 
further parcels could be forwarded addressed to him. 

" That no communications were received in reference to such Warrants 
and Certificates, which had been regularly made out ready to be forwarded, 
and would have been sent had it been known to whom they were to be 
directed. 

" That further enquiries were made as to the means of sending out the 
said documents, and ultimately it was ascertained that they could be forwarded 
to Mr. William O'Neil Holmes, through Messrs. Foster, Porter & Co., of 
Wood street, and that they were accordingly sent to him on* the 14th of 
August, 1854. 

" That the remittances referred to in the Petition were received in letters 
severally dated the Sth and 19th of March, 1853, and respectively received on 
the 22nd March and 4th April, 1853; and the Committee regret to add that 
no proof was adduced to them of such remittances having been acknowledged, 
and no satisfactory reason suggested for the omission. 

"That the Petition to the M. W. Grand Master from the said brethren 
in Canada West appears to have been received on the 19th of December, 1853. 
but in consequence of his absence from Town the same was not laid before 
him until the latter end of February, 1854. 

" That no directions have been given on the subject of the said Petition, 
which remains unanswered to this time. 

" That in regard to the prayer of the same Petition, asking that the Con- 
stitution of the United Grand Lodge of England should be altered in the way 
proposed by the said Petition — 

"The Committee humbly submit that the expediency and propriety of 
rejecting or complying with the prayer thereof rests with the M. W. G. 
Master. 

" The Committee lament that the omissions to acknowledge the remit- 
tances should have occurred, although they appear to have been regularly 
entered in the Books, and earnestly recommend that more attention and 
vigilance be observed in the office of the Grand Secretary for the future. 

" (Signed) G. Barrett." 
"Sept. 25th, 1855" 
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CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 

The Minden Lodge, No. 63, Grand Registry of Ireland, in the 
Twentieth Regiment of Foot, 1748-1850 — A Noted 
Military Lodge with a Canadian Record. 

The history of the lodges in Canada, warranted by the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, is an important feature in Canadian Craft work. 
A subsequent chapter contains a summary of the action taken by 
the Irish lodges in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada in 
1855. The individual histories of these lodges are given in this period, 
not only for the purpose of noting the events which concerned these 
lodges, but to keep the reader in line with the chronological sequence 
of the warrants and the continuous succession in the enumeration. 

The first lodge which more particularly merits attention is the 
Minden lodge, one of Irish origin, warranted in a regiment that stands 
high for valor in the annals of the British service. 

Military lodges were first established in 1732, when under the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland a warrant was granted to a lodge in the First 
Regiment of Foot, and four additional warrants were issued before 
the end of 1734, making up to that date five at work under the Irish 
jurisdiction. In 1743 the first military or field warrant was issued 
by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and in 1755 a warrant was erected 
in the King's or Eighth Regiment of Foot by the original or modem 
Grand Lodge of England. 

In America the first warrant of the kind was granted by the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in 1738 to Abraham Savage, in a 
regiment which was engaged in the attack on Canada, and another 
in 1756 in an expedition against Crown Point. These warrants were 
general in character, and authorized the opening of new lodges. In 
1779 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania granted a military warrant 
for a lodge termed " a moveable lodge," and during the revolutionary 
war many such warrants were issued. 

Of the many military or field warrants stationed for a time in 
Canada, none was better known than that of " The Minden Lodge," 
No. 63, held in the 20th Regiment of Foot, on the registry of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland. This lodge was first established in 1748. 
and the name " Minden " was added at a later date to the title of the 
lodge in consequence of the regiment having taken a distinguished 
part in the memorable engagement at Minden in August, 1759. The 
warrant was granted to Lord George Sackville, Col. Edward Corn- 
wallis and Capt. Milbume. Like many others on the Irish register 
the lodge had a Craft warrant with Royal Arch powers, and from 1748 
until Qth October, 1838, it conferred the Royal Arch degrees under 
this warrant, but in the latter year the Grand Cliaptcr of Ireland 
granted a separate charter, and the Craft work was then entirely sepa- 
rate from the Capitular. 

The Twentieth, or the East Devonshire Regiment, hears on its 
regimental colour the word '' Minden," in commemoration of its 
<icrvices at the battle of Minden: the word " Egmont-on-Zee.** in 
teMimony of its conduct while serving with the army in Holland in 

37a 
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1799, and of its bravery at the battles of Egmont-op-Zee on the 2nd 
and 6th October, 1799; the word " Egypt" with the " Sphinx/' as a 
memorial of its services during the campaign in Egypt in 1801 ; the 
word " Maida," illustrative of its gallantry in that battle on the 4th 
July, 1806; and the words "Vimiera," " Corunna," " Vittoria/' 
'* Pyrenees," " Orthes,'* '* Toulouse " and " Peninsula," commemora- 
tive of its meritorious services in the Peninsula from 1808 to 1814. 

The regiment was raised after the landing of the Prince of Orange 
in 1688, with Sir Robert Peyton as its first colonel. It served in Ire- 
land until 1692, and on the continent during the war of the Spanish 
succession in 1702. In 1703 it was stationed in the West Indies, and 
in 1704-5 was quartered in Ireland. From 1707 it formed part of the 
allied army on the continent, and when Gibraltar was besieged in 
1727, the 20th had an opportunity of adding to its honors the proud 
distinction of a successful defence of Gibraltar. From 1728-41 the 
regfiment was stationed in Ireland, and in the summer of 1742 it 
formed part of the force sent to Flanders. It fought at Dettingen in 
1743, and returned to Britain in 1746, and took part in the victory 
at Culloden. 

In the warrant of King George II., dated ist of July, 1751, for 
establishing uniformity in the clothing and colours of the seversJ regi- 
ments of the regular army, the facings of the 20th Regiment were 
directed to be of pale yellow. The first, or the King's colour, to be 
die Great Union; the second, or the regimental colour, to be of pale 
yellow silk, with the union in the upper canton ; in the centre of the 
colours the number of the regiment in gold Roman characters, within 
a wreath of roses and thistles on the same stalk, surmounted by the 
Crown. The uniform of the regiment at this period was cocked hat 
bound with white lace; scarlet coat faced and turned up with yellow, 
and ornamented with white lace; scarlet waistcoat and breeches and 
white gaiters reaching above the knee. 

Between 1748-58 the regiment served in France, the Netherlands 
and in other places on the continent. The second battalion of the 
regiment was formed into a district regiment, numbered the 67th, in 
1758. Major James Wolfe, afterwards General Wolfe, joined the 
20th in January, 1749, and was promoted to the position of lieutenant- 
colonel in March, 1750, to succeed Hon. Edward Comwallis, who was 
appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia. Wolfe was appointed 
colonel of the 67th on the 21st April, 1758. 

Governor Comwallis established the first Craft lodge at Halifax. 
The first lodge in Nova Scotia was at Annapolis Royal, 1738-49, under 
brother Erasmus James Phillip. 

In 1758 the 20th proceeded to Germany and joined the allied 
army in August, and passed the winter at Minden on the river Aa. 
It remained here until the spring of 1759. On the ist of August in 
that year the celebrated battle of Minden was fought at Todtenhausen. 
three miles to the north of Minden in Prussia, province of Westphalia, 
between the allied English and German troops under the Duke of 
Brunswick, and the French forces. The British infantry of six rejji- 
ments formed into two brigades. The first brigade comprised the 
I2th, 23rd and 37th regiments, and the second brigade, the 20tli, 25th 
and the 51st. The 20th was on the rig^ht of the line of the second 
brigade, and was commanded by Col. Kingsley. 
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The battalion suffered so great a loss that the following order was 
issued by Prince Ferdinand : 

" Minden, 2nd August, 1759- 

" Kingsley's regiment (the 20th) of the British Une, from its severe loss, 
will cease to do duty." 

But the zeal which animated the survivors of the 20th regiment 
is shown in a general order issued two days later, which read : 

*' Minden, 4th August, 1759. 

" Kingsley's regiment, at his own request, will resume its portion of 
duty in the line." 

Regiments in the British army were at that period known by the 
names of their colonels, and from its brave work in this action the 
regiment acquired the appellation of " Kingsley's Stand." During its 
service of three years in Germany the regiment lost twenty-eight 
officers, twenty-five sergeants and five hundred and thirty men. In 
February, 1763, the regiment returned to England. 

There is no record of the Masonic work of the lodge, No. 63, 
while on the continent, but after the victory at Minden the lodge 
adopted the name of " Minden Lodge," which it held until the close 
of its work. 

Early in the spring of 1776 the 20th regiment sailed from 
Ireland for the relief of Quebec. On the arrival of reinforcements the 
Americans raised the siege and made a precipitate retreat. In the 
spring of 1777 the regiment was selected to form part of an expedi- 
tion under Lieut.-General Burgoyne, designed to penetrate the re- 
volted provinces from Lake Champlain to Albany, and thus open a 
considerable extent of country to enable the royalists to declare their 
principles. The regiment returned to England in 1781. and in June, 
1789, ag^in embarked tor Nova Scotia, and after landing at Halifax 
was stationed in North America. It was transferred from Nova Scotia 
in 1792 to the West Indies, and was afterwards stationed in St. Do- 
mingo. 

In a paper published in the " Transactions of the Lodge Quatuor 
Coronati " of May, i8q2. Gould gives an excellent history of the 
regiment, wherein he states that 

"The British line at the battle of Minden was divided into two brigades. 
Each of these consisted of three regiments, and the whole of the six bat- 
talions, with one possible exception, are known to have had lodges attached 
to them at the time," viz.: " ist brigade, 12th R., 5« (S), 1737: 23rd R., 63 (S), 
1751; 37th R., 52 (A), 1756. 2nd brigade, 20th R., 63 (I). 1748; 2Sth R., 
92 (I). 1749; 51st R., 94 (A), 1761." 

The oldest record of a meeting of the lodge was when the regi- 
ment was at Malta in 1802. After this date it was stationed at various 
posts. After the continental war of 181 5, the regiment was detailed 
to St. Helena, and stood guard over Napoleon from 1819-21. 

In a brief history of Freemasonry in St. Helena, the famous 
" Islet Prison " of Napoleon, published by Bro. John Mead, of Red- 
hill, Surrey, a statement is made in a preface by Hughan that 

"The distinguished 'Minden' Lodge, No. 63, held in the 20th Regiment 
of Foot, was never opened at St. Helena, owing to the ' excessive hard duty of 
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all ranks.' Sergeant-Major H. HolHnsworth was then the W. M. The last 
meeting of the Lodge prior to its departure was held in Ireland — ^under whose 
jurisdiction it assembled — on 7th December, 1818, and the Regiment arrived 
in St. Helena early in the following year. Thift old Lodge, dating from 1748^ 
again assembled for work soon after the arrival of the Regiment in India, 
1821-4." 

In the " History of the Minden Lodge, No. 63, held in the 
XXth Regiment of Foot," by Sergeant Major John Clarke, Kingston, 
Canada West, 1849, ^h^* writer says : 

" In the month of March, 18 19, the regiment embarked for St. Helena, 
and on its arrival took the immediate charge and duties over Napoleon. On 
the 13th April, 1821, it embarked for Bombay, and arrived there on the 4th 
June, and subsequently was removed to Cannanore, where, on the 19th August, 
1824, we find the lodge again resuming its labours after a lapse of nearly six 
years*' (p. 18). 

This break in the active proceedings of the lodge is then ex- 
plained in a letter, apparently written to the Grand Secretary of Ire- 
land by the W. M., dated loth October, 1824, from which the follow- 
ing is an extract : 

" The political and peculiar state of the Island, during our station at St. 
Helena — the severity of duty, the want of building — all operated to prevent 
the best intentions on my part, to assemble for Msisonic purposes." 

In a map and plans of St. Helena, published by an officer named 
Read about 1815-16, the site and outline of a building, coloured red 
in the map, with the words " Masons' Lodge " are given. It was 
burned down in July, 1831. Mead's History of Freemasonry in St, 
Helena says : 

" From the foregoing it would appear that the historian of the Minden 
lodge, or rather the W. M. of 1824, was inaccurate in his statement that the 
brethren in the 20th Foot were debarred from meeting as Masons, owing to 
the want of a building which could be used for such a purpose. 

"There is yet another entry in the history of the Minden lodge, which, 
although it has no connection with the island of St. Helena, may be briefly 
alluded to, as it is calculated to mislead the reader. On p. 7 will be found: 
' An evidence that the lodge has resumed its labours is aflForded by the fol- 
lowing copy of Bye Laws, now in the Archives of the Lodge: — ^The foregoing 
26 resolutions are recommended by the Grand Lodge to all Warranted Lodges, 
as most useful and necessary at this time. 

" Given under my hand this Sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-two, and in the year of Masonry, 

5772 

"(Signed) William Dickey, G.S." 

" But it happens that the Minden was an Irish and not an English lodge, 
and William Dickey was Grand Secretary of the schismatic or irregular Grand 
Lodge of England, which carried on a rivalry with the original or regular 
Grand Lodge of Enp:1and throughout the second half of the last century, 
and until the fusion of these two bodies in 1813. 

" The Schismatic Grand Lodge of England issued a * common form * of 
Bye-Laws, which it recommended to the use of its subordinates. One of 
these forms, no doubt, was passed on by another army lodge, holding under 
the schismatics — which had always the larger number of English military 
lodges under its banner — or some joining brother of the Minden may have 
brought it with him from his former lodge." (R. F. Gould, " Ars Quatuor 
' ' ••onatoriim.'* p. i8of.) 



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 583 

In April, 1847, the first battalion and reserve battalion proceeded 
to Bermuda, and on the 4th May, 1847, the regiment arrived in Nova 
Scotia, and remained at this station until the 8th September of the 
same year. Still, during this short interval, the brethren had several 
meetings. The regiment was then removed to Kingston, Canada 
West, where it arrived on the 25th of the same month. To commemo- 
rate the centenary of the lodge, as also the memory of the brethren, 
it was resolved at the meeting of the 28th July, 1848, that a medal be 
struck for each member of the lodge, showing the name of the 
Worshipful Master and wardens to whom the warrant was originally 
granted, also the present members. 

W. Bro. Capt. South, of the regiment, kindly undertook to de- 
vise and procure a suitable frame for the ancient warrant, showing the 
names as upon the medals. 

On the morning of the 27th December, 1848, the brethren of 
Kingston and its vicinity met to celebrate the anniversary of the 
festival of St. John. The Mindcn lodge also met for that and other 
purposes. It met to instal their W. M., W. Bro. South, P.M., who 
had been again called to the chair. On being installed the W. M. 
said : 

'* It is a most gratifying feeling to commence the duties of this interesting 
day by tendering to the Brethren my heartfelt thanks for the high mark of confi- 
dence they have shown towards me by iinaiiiinoii<^ly placifij; me in this chair; to 
commemorate this the centenary of our warrant. I have on a former 
occasion stated that I consented to tlie iiominniion. hrcause by the constitu- 
tion of Masonry, our retiring talented and experienced Master could no longer 
retain it. In succeeding him I have much to he thankful for — although in 
such a succession I come to the chair undt^r many disadvantages — the disad- 
vantage and want of that Masonic knowledge which, under him. has made 
the working of this lodge instructive and interesting in the highest degree. 
1 confidently rely on the cordial co-operation of the ofiicers who have so 
kindly consented to remain in office with me, and of the brethren in general." 

After the appointment of officers the lodge was closed until two 
o'clock in the afternoon, when it was ap:ain opened for the purpose of 
celebrating the centenary of the warrant. 

" At half-past two the brethren formed in Masonic order, and were joined 
by the brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 491. on the Registry of England, 
and the Leinstcr Lodge, No. 283. on the Registry of Ireland, amounting in 
all to about 150. They proceeded, headed by the band of the regiment, to 
St. George's Church, when a very elo<iuent and appropriate sermon was 
preached by4he Rev. Mr. Brent, who, althoujzh not a Mason, enlarged most 
copiously upon the qualities necessary in the character of those desirous of 
joining our order. 

*' Between the service and sennon. Bro Oliver'^ anthem from the 133rd 
Psalm was sung by the band; Miss Oliver presided at the organ. 

" After Divine service the brethren proceeded to the Lodge Room of 
*The Minden.* on reaching which thev opened r:iirk«;. each vicing wi«h the 
other who should do most honor to our venerable warrant on its passing.** 

The brethren subsequently adjourned until six o'clock in the 
evening, when they sat down in full ^fasonic costume, about ninety in 
number, to a sumptuous entertainment provided at Mr. Rramford's 
Hotel. After enjoying the pood thiiij^'s of this life fin which all the 
brethren participated\ and the cloth heinp removed, the presiding 
officer W. Bro. Captain South pave the fnllowinp toasts: 
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"The Queen and the Craft ";" Grand Masters of England, 
Ireland and Scotland " ; " Provincial Grand Master of Caiiada " ; 
*' Grand Masters of United States Lodges." 

Brother Hunter, Past Master of Leinster lodge, who had been a 
resident of the United States, rose and said that he felt proud of the 
honor of replying to this toast, so enthusiastically responded to by 
them. Although not an American, he had received all his higher 
degrees of Masonry in Hudson Chapter, No. 6, and La Fayette En- 
campment, No. 7, in the city of Hudson. It must, therefore, be 
presumed that he is not wanting in love or respect for his American 
brethren, from whom he had received the strongest proofs of their love 
and kindness. It may be truly said of them, that their hearts and 
hands are ever ready to acknowledge and assist a brother. It did his 
heart good to see his Canadian brethren receive this toast in such a 
spirit, and his only regret was tbat the brethren from Waterdown and 
Sackett's Harbor were not present to witness this right good feeling 
towards them. On the part of the Americans, with whom in heart he 
was one, he thanked them. 

The chairman then gave " The Masters, Officers and Brethren of 
our Sister Lodges." 

The toast was responded to by W. Bro. Goodeve of St. John's 
lodge. He dilated eloquently upon the beneficial results which would 
accrue to the Craft from the present meeting, and concluded by return- 
ing thanks for the enthusiastic manner in which the toast was received. 
Bro. Chambers, W.M., responded on the part of Leinster lodge. 
He said that he trusted Leinster lodge would be worthy of the honor 
conferred, that they would always be ready and willing to assist in all 
undertakings to promote the interests of our glorious institution; 
that the peculiar instruments of Master Masons would be effectually 
used to cement the brethren tog^ether. He trusted the bow of Minden 
lodge might long abide in strength, and that it might shine brightcf 
and brighter unto the perfect day. 

Brother Goodeve, W. M. of St. John's Lodge, then proposed the 
health of the W. M., officers and brethren of the Minden lodge. In 
doing so he observed that he had but to mention their " Minden 
Brethren " — the response to the toast would be a sufficient guarantee 
of the estimation in which they were held by their *' Civilian Brethren." 
W. M., Bro. Capt. South, in reply, said: 

"I have not words to express my- grateful acknowledgments for the 
manner in which you have received the toast. But, my brethren ot the Minden 
Lodge, you must not apply the kind greeting with which the toast was received 
exclusively to yourselves. It is more particularly due to those faithful Brethren 
who have passed away, and who, by the Masonic fidelity with which they 
protected this warrant, through scenes of danger and difficulty, have enabled 
ds at this hour to celebrate the Centenary of that ancient authority under 
which we are this evening assembled. 

** I consider the centenary of a Military Warrant more particularly in- 
teresting than that of a civil one, which reposes quietly in the archivcs'of a 
resident Lodge; this precious relic has followed the fortunes of the regiment 
through every clime: thrice has it crossed the Atlantic to the shores of this 
important continent, and it has been the sanction under which men have been 
made Masons in Europe. Asia. Africa and America, and has laid bare to their 
conception the beauties and excellences of our Order. It has been every- 
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where with the regiment, sharing in all its dangers, and having for a hundred 
years braved the battle and the breeze. It stands there unscathed, except by 
Ihe hand of time, an interesting record of the Fidelity of Masons. May the 
Great Architect of the Universe still preserve this warrant to the regiment, 
and enable myself and future Masters of this lodge to devise in wisdom, build 
in strength and adorn with beauty the glorious fabric of Masonry." 

The chairman then proposed the toast of " The Past Masters of 
St. John's, Leinster and Minden Lodges, who on this day have resign- 
ed the chairs of their respective lodges." 

W. Bro. James A. Henderson, past master of St. John's lodge* 
and in 1879-80 Grand Master of the Grand Lo<lge of Canada, in re- 
turning thanks, said: — 

*' I thank you, and, as a Mason, frankly accept the fraternal warmth with 
which this toast has been received. The position I lately held as Master of 
the * St. John's ' was indeed important, and as I then endeavoured to perform 
the duties of that high station, whether successfully or not, it is not for me to 
say, so, as immediate Past Master, I trust that my conduct may at all times 
be found true by the plumb line of rectitude. Believe me. as the Past Master 
of the * St. John's * — the oldest lodge, I may say, in Canada West. I acknow- 
ledge this honor emanating from a still older lodge, ' The Minden.' I hail 
this evening as auspicious in bringing under the immediate notice of the 
Masons of this city the fact that a lodge working almost without interrup- 
tion for one hundred years, despite many vicissitudes to which a military 
lodge must be subjected, and whose records show that during that period 
'The Minden,' adhering to the principles of the square and compasses, dif- 
fused in every quarter of the globe the genuine tenets of our noble institution. 
Brethren of St. John's, have we not here an evidence that Masonry is a nc hie 
superstructure, raised on lasting foundation? Does not that time-honored v.ar- 
rant prove the sublimity of that truth, taught us as Fellow Crafts — 'That the 
lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and the deva<itation of war have 
laid waste and destroyed many valuable monuments of antiquity, on which the 
utmost exertions of human genius have been employed. Even the temple 
of Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and constructed by so many cele- 
brated artists, escaped not the unsparing ravages of barbarian force; Free- 
masonry, notwithstanding, has still survived.' 

" To you. the oldest Masons — sires. I may term you. of St. John's lodjje — 
I appeal — you who have in this city witnessed the time when the sable mantle 
of anti-Masonic excitement had shrouded our Order— on this evening can hear 
testimony to the truth of the assertion. Yes. brethren, they can. The spark 
$0 vainly endeavored to be stifled has burst forth into an ever living fl.mie. 
From father to son in this city have our principles been carefullv han<led 
douTi, and our present senior warden occupies the same chair in the St John's 
which his deceased father, a working brother, honorably filled nearly forty 
years ago. May we never forget the bright example set by the Minden lodge, 
and though our centenary is far hence, yet may we so act in our generation 
as to be enabled to transmit a warrant as unblemished and honorable a<( that 
of the Minden. And from you. brethren of the Minden. may I hope that when 
called far hence in the service of our beloved Sovereign, you will, as r<»llini: 
time brings round the festival of our patron saint, kindly remember the otVicc^'; 
and brethren of St. John's lodge, Ko. 401. Kingston." 

At half-past ten the brethren retired, delighted with the day's pro- 
ceedings, and it may be truly said that a day was never more usefully 
spent by the Craft. 

This lodge became dormant in 1850, when the regiment left 
Kingston. In i860 a lodge, No. 263, named " Sphinx " was warranted 
by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in the 20th regiment. 
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CHAPTER LXXXIX. 

St. John's Lodge, Na 159, Grand Lodge of Ireland, Hawkes- 
BURY Village, Township of West Hawkesbury, and 
L'Orignal and Vankleek Hill, County of Prescott, 
1844-88. 

While lodge No. 159, at L'Orignal, may not be, even if warranted 
in 1844, the first lodge of Irish origin in Upper Canada, yet it was 
one of the early warrants, and, as a lodge, did more than an average 
amount of work in that part of the coimtry. The counties of Prescott 
and Russell formed the old Ottawa district. Two of the townships of 
Prescott are L'Orignal and West Hawkesbury, and in both of these 
were Masonic organizations from 1844 until 1888. 

In the east of the township of Longueuil, on the bank of the 
Ottawa is L'Orignal, the county town of the united counties, and in 
this place was located the warrant of No. 159, I. R. 

Six miles from L'Orignal is Hawkesbury village, situated in the 
township of West Hawkesbury, to which place the lodge was at one 
time moved, and a drive of six miles in the same township brings one 
to Vankleek Hill, another, and the last place to which this well-known 
Irish warrant was moved prior to its surrender. 

The lodge known as No. 159 was warranted to meet at Hawkesbury, 
in the township of West Hawkesbury, on the 15th March, 1844, the 
first W. M. being Bro. William Robertson. Its meetings were held 
in Ouimet's hotel. The lodge worked from 1844 until 1859, was re- 
moved to Vankleek Hill, in the same township, and met in Hiram 
Johnston's until the year 1870, when a removal was made to the house 
of R. W. Lendrum in the same place, where a few meetings were held. 
There are no records of these meetings extant. The brethren of to- 
day state that Bro. Thomas Mears, one of the early settlers, and Bro. 
Millar, of Hawkesbury village, were interested in lodge work, and that 
Bro. Samuel Curran, of Hawkesbury West; Hiram Johnston and Silas 
Grant of Vankleek Hill; Ang^s Urquhart, formerly of Hawkesbury 
Mills, now of Trenton, Ontario; Robert Hamilton, of L'Orignal, and 
William Robinson, father of Hiram Robinson, at Ottawa, were all 
members of the lodge. Bro. Chancey Johnson, a farmer, uncle of Bro. 
E. A. Johnson, who lived in the township of L'Orignal, was also an 
active worker. Bro. Eden Abbott Johnson was the first white child 
born in the county of Prescott. 

Masonry must have been in good condition in the county of Pres- 
cott from 1844-50, for frequently in the MSS. are given the names of 
those connected with the lodge, No. 159, I. R. 

In 1850 an old record shows that the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
issued a Templar warrant to Bros. Andrew McReady, William Hamil- 
ton, Sr., and Robert Hamilton, and that this warrant wa^s attached to 
a Royal Arch Chapter in connection with lodge No. 159, The Temp- 
lar warrant states that it is "to be attached to lodge and chapter 
No. 159." 

The lodge worked with fair regularity from its foundation. 

(^v. the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada in 1855 the 
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lodge sent three representatives to the convention at Hamilton, but 
the delegates did not join in the movement, although the lodge is 
entered in the minutes of the convention as having been represented. 
Ir was not represented at the first annual communication of the 
Grand Ix>dge at Hamilton iti July, 1856. It maintained its isolated 
position through the period of the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, the dissolution of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845-58, and 
the union of the Grand Lodge of Canada and the Ancient Grand 
Lodge, the latter being the old Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845-58. 

In July, 1870, with the consent of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the 
lodge was removed to the village of L'Orignal, and met in the house 
of Mr. T. O. Steele, temporarily, while nermancnt rooms were being 
fitted up. On the 1st November, 1870, the lodge was removed from 
Mr. Steele's to a room over the stone store of Mr. F. F. McAvoy. It 
continued to meet here until 1873, when a new lodge room was erected 
on Court street. The lodge continued to work in L'Orignal until 
1886, when by resolution it was removed again to Vankleek Hill, where 
it continued to work until 1889. 

There are no references to the lode^e or its work in the proceed- 
ings of either the third Provincial Grand Lodge or of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada until 1S72, when R. W. Bro. E. C. Barber, the D. D. G. M. 
of the r)ttawa district, called the attention of Grand Lodge at its 
annual meeting in Hamilton to the fact that lodge. No. 159, registry 
of Ireland, at Vankleek Hill, had "for years past acted in a most 
irregular manner," and that though the fact had been presented to 
the present Grand Lodt^e in the strongest terms and redress sought, 
none had yet l)ccn cri anted. 

" In faci. no aoknouledijmcnt of the receipt of our communication has 
been made, but on t)io contrary, the erring lodge has been allowed to pursue 
its coufic. and has even f»ht'nnod the sanction of their Grand Lodge to their 
removal to the town of L'Orijfnal." 

The 1). D. G. M. thought Grand Lodge should take such action 
^as would ameliorate the e.xisting^state of things, as the well-being 
of the lodj^es at Plantagenet and Hawkesbury depended upon the 
proper remedy being applied. 

Although the D. D. G. M. in his report, refers to previous action 
either on the part of the lodges at Plantagenet and Hawkesbury or on 
the part of the Grand Lodge, no reference as previously stated is found 
in the printed proceedings of the Grand Lodge prior to 1872. 

Apparently no action was taken, for in 1873 the D. D. G. M. of 
the Ottawa district again referred " to the most unsatisfactory state of 
the relations between St. John's lodge. I.R., and L'Orignal (formerly 
o! V. M.). and the Plantagenet and Hawkesbury lodges cf the Grand 
Lodge of C'anada." 

The strain between the lodges evidently became acute early in the 
year, for the D. D. G. Nf., in his report of 1873, says: 

•• In March T i«;sued an edict among the lodges under my jurisdiction to 
refuse admission to hrethrcn hailing from St. John's lodge, until the matter 
h.id been settled by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, as years had passed, and 
tbat Grand Lodge had treated our most earnest remonstrances with cool in- 
difference; but the M. W. the Grand Master, having been written to by some 
one at V'anklet k Hill. ha<; seen fit summarily to revoke the order issued by 
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me, and then to leave the matter in a worse condition than before. But as 
this question will be brought before Grand Lodge in a definite shape during 
the next session, I shall leave the matter to be more fully explained there." 

It is needless to say that the action of the D. D. G. M. in issuing 
an edict of non-intercourse was in excess of his powers. 

The report of the Board of General Purposes at Montreal in 1873, 
shows that prior to the meeting of Grand Lodge a complaint had been 
laid by Plantagenet lodge, No. 186, against St. John's lodge, No. 159, 
I.R., charging the latter with not acting in accordance with the rules 
governing Masonic lodges in this country. The charge is not defi- 
nitely stated, but it appears that it was just. R. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, 
who represented the Grand Lodge of Ireland at Canada, stated that a 
reply had been forwarded by that Grand Lodge, through R. W. Bro. 
James V. Mackey, though he (Bro. Tully) had not received the reply. 
The Board, therefore, directed the Grand Secretary to write to the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, through its representative, asking to be 
furnished with a copy of their decision in the matter. 

There is no further record of any action in regard to this com- 
plaint, but it was satisfactorily settled, for in 1874 the D. D. G. M. of 
the Ottawa district said in his report to the Grand Lodge that 

" the only lodge in Ontario hailing from a foreign Grand Lodge is about to 
come into this Grand Lodge; and that the long-standing differences which 
have existed between the Lodge at L'Orignal under the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, and Hawkesbury and Plantagenet Lodges under this Grand Lodge, 
are about to be settled amicably for all the parties concerned. Having, at 
the request of the G. M.. visited these Lodges, I managed to obtain the fol- 
lowing mutual agreement: 'The Lodges at Hawkesbury and L'Orignal to 
surrender their warrants to their respective Grand Lodges; then this Grand 
Lodge to grant a warrant to the United Lodge; the place of holding the 
Lodge to be decided by a committee of equal numbers chosen from each 
Lodge or by Grand Lodge.' I am sure that this will be received with that 
satisfaction it deserves, and that the Grand Lodge will have no hesitation in 
complying with the terms of the agreement, which I would strongly recom- 
mend to be done." 

This.anticipated union and seftlement oC the entire difficulty did * 
not take place. In the meantime the Grand Lodge of Ireland had 
allowed the St. John's lodge. No. 159, to change its meeting-place 
from Vankleek Hill to L'Orignal, and matters went on without the 
friction being allayed. In 1884 R. W. Bro. Rea, D.D.G.M., in his re- 
port on the condition of Masonry in the Ottawa district referred again 
to the state of the Craft in L'Orignal thus: — 

*• The only lodge in Ontario working under a foreign jurisdiction still 
exists in this district. It will be seen on reference to Grand Lodge proceed- 
ings that efforts were made, and nearly completed in 1874, for an amalgama- 
tion of Hawkesbury Lodge, No. 210, G.R.C., and St. John's Lodge, No. 150. 
G.R.I.. meeting at L'Orignal. Such an amalgamation is no doubt very de- 
<ttrable, as at the present time Hawkesbury Lodge does not appear to be in a 
flourishing condition. It might be advisable during the ensuing year to ascer- 
tain if an harmonious union of the above-named lodges might not be effected ** 

Bro. Rea then quotes from the report of 1874, giving: the agree- 
ment between the two lodges. The Board of General Purposes, in 
its report of this year refers to Bro. Rea's report, and the language 
used showsr that infringement of jurisdiction was the trouble between 
the lodges at L'Orignal. The report of the Board states : 
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" The continttcd infringement of jurisdiction by lodges should be avoided. 
The special attention of W. M.'s should be directed to the fact that such ac- 
tions are absolutely illegal and cannot be permitted. Your Committee would 
respectfully suggest that some heavier penalty than merely paying over an 
initiation fee be inflicted on the W. M.'s, who, in the most flagrant manner 
encroach on territory not their own. The union of lodges is in many places 
desirable, and your Committee are pleased to see that in Huron district the 
suggestion in the report of last year is carried out, viz., the union of Goderich, 
No. 53, and Maitland, No. 112. A most desirable amalgamation would be 
that of Hawkesbury, No. 210, G.R.C., and St John's, No. 159, Grand Registry 
of Ireland, both meeting at L'Orignal. The D. D. G. M. of Ottawa highly 
favors the consolidation, and as this was nearly brought about some years 
ago, a slight effort made at this juncture would no doubt accomplish the de- 
sired result" 

No further action was taken in 1884 or 1885, and there is no re- 
ference to the troubles between these lodges in these years. 

In 1887 the D. D. G. M. of the Ottawa district at the annual com- 
munication at Brockville referred to the fact that lodge No. 210, at 
Hawkesbury, had not made any return since 1885, and that its in- 
activity had been reported by its predecessor, and, as Hawkesbury 
was close to L'Orignal, he thought ** some effort ought to be made 
to get the latter to come under our register, when a flourishing lodge 
could be made out of the material in both villages." This closed 
the matter in 1887. 

In 1888 R. W. Bro. David Taylor, a painstaking and careful 
officer, as D. D, G. M. of Ottawa district, entered upon his duties 
with a determination to bring peace and harmony to the Masons of 
L'Orignal and its neighborhood. By the exercise of considerable tact 
he convinced a few of the leading members of No. 1 59 that it would be 
not only in their own interests, but in those of all concerned to cast 
in their lot with the brethren of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and in his 
report states : 

* Some years ago negotiations were entered into with St. John's l<»<!><c. 
No 159. Irish Register, meeting at L'Orignal, to surrender its Irish warrant 
and accept a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Canada. The L'Orignal 
lodge. 1 believe, is the only one working in the Province of Ontario under 
a foreign jurisdiction. For a while everything promised success, but cvciuii- 
ally a hitch arose, negotiations were broken oflf. and have been practically 
suspended for five or six years. This year however, circumstances .Ti:ain 
appeared favourable for a resumption of the negotiations, and accordin^'Iy I 
entered into communication with the brethren of St. John's lodge at L'Orig- 
nal. with a view to the surrender of their Irish warrant, and enrolment under 
the banner of the Grand Lodge of Canada. Matters so far prospered that on 
November 25th. a resolution was passed by the lodge affirming the desire <»f 
the members to be on the registry of the Grand Lodj^o of Canada. It was 
also decided to change the place of meeting from L'Orignal t'^ Vankleek Hi'l. 
and on January loth I visited the latter place and installed the officers The 
negotiations for the surrender of the Irish warrant are just now at a stand- 
still, everything depending upon the action of Grand Lodi.:e The bretliren 
of St John's lodge. I think rightly, object to their being assigned a number 
on the Canadian register following that of the last warranted lodge. Thev 
think a number should be given them more in accordance with their age. 
The Grand Master has promised to recommend that such number sh.ill be 
the nearest vacant number on the Grand Lodge of Canada's list of lod^jes. 
corresponding with the date of the original warrant from the Grand L<»dKo of 
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Ireland, March 15th, 1844, and if this recommendation be carried out, I think 
it will be acceptable to the brethren at Vankleek Hill." 

The work of the D. D. G. M. had been so well done that three 
months before the meeting of Grand Lodge at Toronto in 1888. the 
members of No. 159 had petitioned the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada " to exchange their warrant from the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland for a new warrant to work in future under the Grand Lodge 
of Canada." The petition made it a condition that the Irish lodge 
should receive as its number on the registry of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, No. 8, No. 8a, or 7a, as the members felt that they should re- , 

ceive the number to which they would have been entitled if they had j 

entered with King Solomon's and other Irish lodges in 1855. • 

The Grand Master, M. W. Bro. Henry Robertson, in his address 
to Grand Lodge, stated that he had granted the prayer of the peti- 
tion, as far as he had power to do, but that the number must be deter- 
mined by Grand Lodge. In the meantime he had ordered the Grand 
Secretary to issue a warrant, engrossed upon parchment, in the form 
heretofore used and g^ven to other lodges which had affiliated with 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. He asked that the issue of this warrant 
should be confirmed by Grand Lodge, that the officers and past 
officers of the lodge should retain their rank on being registered in I 

the books of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and that the number to 
be assigned to the lodge be the nearest vacant number on the list of 
lodges to correspond with the date of their original warrant from 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, being 14th March, 1844. The Grand 
Master also referred to the fact that this was the only remaining for- 
eign lodge in the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, and that it had 
afforded him much satisfaction to make the announcement, adding 
that much credit was due to R. W. Bro. Taylor, who was continued 
in the office of D. D. G. M., for his valued exertions in bringing this 
matter to so successful a conclusion. 

In 1889, R. W. Bro. Taylor brought the negotiations to a close, 
and in his annual report expressed his pleasure that the matter had 
been so pleasurably settled, and that the number of St. John's lodge 
was now 21a. 

It was not until December of 1888 that the union was brought 
about, and the i8th of that month will ever be remembered by those 
who took part in this interesting ceremony. It was one of the 
ooldest days of our Canadian winter, a day which one would scarcely 
have selected for a journey of sixty miles, the more especially as that 
journey was to be varied by a ride by rail and by road. On this 
occasion R. W. Bro. David Taylor, with R. W. Bros. William Rea. 
W. H. Garrioch, D. D. G. M. for the Ottawa district of the Grand 
Lodge of Quebec; Dr. Church, William Reynolds and Henry Miller, 
determined to carry out the commission which had been assigned to 
Bro. Taylor by Grand Lodge. The party went by Calumet on ihc 
C. P. Railway, and from that point crossed on the ice over 
the Ottawa river to Vankleek Hill. When they reached the river 
late in the afternoon they found that the chances of a safe crossing 
were not favorable. No driver could be found to venture across, and 
residents claimed that certain death awaited anvone who ventured 
ov^r the ice that night. Water covered the ice. and this made the 



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 59I 

location of the air-holes impossible, so that no one who valued his life 
would venture. Bro. Taylor, however, determined to cross the river 
at all hazards. The Ottawa party carried with them the heavily- 
framed warrant of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and were ready to 
take turns in carrying it across the river. 

The French habitants, who were to accompany the party, were 
on hand, but while they were willing to guide the party across, they 
eyed with suspicion the large parcel, which was covered with many 
thicknesses of paper and a linen wrapper, and, for some reason, they 
all declined to carry it. One of the party, however, incidentally said 
to a habitant who was standing near ** le bonne image," alluding 
of course, to the picttire which is reverenced by all good Catholics. 
The sentence had scarcely been uttered when one and all were eager 
to have the honor of carrying the parcel. The Frenchmen led the 
way, and, tramping over the ice and through the water, the six Crafts- 
men, with their habitant guides, safely reached the other side of the 
river. The Frenchmen in charge of the warrant handled it with the 
greatest of care, took it to the sleigh which was in waiting, and 
accepted their pay with many thanks. The party drove to the lodge 
room where the brethren were in waiting, and on that night the union 
was consummated. 

This brings the history of the lodge down to the period of its 
connection with the Grand Lodge of Canada. 



CHAPTER XC. 

St. John's Lodge, No, 209, Grand Registry of Ireland, London, 
Township of London, County of Middlesex. 

In the midsummer of 1841 a number of brethren residing in 
London, Canada West, desired to meet in lodge as Masons, and there 
being no duly constituted authority in the province, for the Provincial 
Grand Lodge was dormant, resolved to petition the Grand Lod^e of 
Ireland for authority to open a lodge. 

The petition, being duly forwarded to Ireland, a warrant was 
issued, dated 4th October, 1841. As this warrant, however, did not 
reach Canada in reasonable time, application was made to Bro. Dillon. 
of Toronto, the D. D. G. M. of Ireland in Canada West, and that 
officer issued a dispensation, dated nth January, 1842, through the 
W. M. of lodge No. 8, then working in London, auihorizinv; those 
connected with the proposed lodge to meet for the purposes of organ- 
ization. This dispensation read : 

" London, Province of Canada, 

" nth Day of January. 1842. 
" DISPENSATION : 

" Agreeably to a letter received from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, dated 
4th day Oct, 1841, acquainting us that a warrant has boon transmitted from 
rlic said Lod^e to form a new Lodge in London, U.C. you arc therefore 
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directed to form yourselves into a body for the purpose of instructing your- 
selves in Masonry previous to receiving th^ warrant. 

" You are clearly to understand that you are installed under your warrant, 
209, that you are not to craft or raise anyone to the degree of a Master Mason. 

" I remain, yours respectfully, 

" Alex. Barber, W. M., Lodge No. 83. 
"James Bull, Sect to 83." 
" To Samuel Peters, W. M., 209." 

This dispensation was clearly for the purpose of instituting the 
lodge, for it explicitly provided that the lodge had only power to 
initiate, not to pajss or raise. 

No. 83 was a lodge working under a field warrant in the 83rd 
regiment of foot, issued by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 
1808, and " exchanged for No. 83, 1817; last register 1846" (Gould, 
Vol. III. p. 403). 

The first regular minutes of the lodge are dated ist October, 1842, 
but before this date the lodge had met, probably immediately after 
the issue of the dispensation, and had passed three resolutions, one 
appointing a committee to examine, value and make an inventory of 
tlie jewels purchased for No. 209, and to provide for the safe keeping 
of these and the furniture of the lodge. A second resolution ap- 
pointed the second Tuesday in each month for the regular meeting 
of the lodge, and a third invited the Craft to meet at Bro. Balkwill's 
inn on the second Tuesday in September in 1842, " when business of 
importance to the Craft will be brought up before them." 

The brethren, in the meantime, were anxious for their warrant, 
which it was understood had been forwarded from Ireland, and it not 
having arrived, Bro. James Farley, secretary of St. John's lodge, No. 
209, wrote to the Deputy Grand Secretary of Ireland, enquiring why 
the warrant, issued on 4th October, had not been forwarded. 

This letter was posted probably on the 20th August, and in ordin- 
ary course would have reached Ireland about 5th September, for ih? 
Cunard line, which carried the mails, had been formed in the previous 
year, and its steamers were making passages of ten and twelve days, 
which at that period were considered *' record trips." 

However, before the Deputy Grand Secretary of Ireland had time 
to reply, a letter was received from W. Bro. Thomas Dillon, a P. M. 
and Deputy of Ireland in Upper Canada, then residing in Toronto. 
He informed tht lodge that the warrant for No. 2og, had arrived with 
a book of constitution, the rules and regulations for the government 
of subordinate lodges under Ireland, and that all these documents 
would be forwarded " as soon as possible." He also stated that he 
had been instructed to instal the officers, but on account of the dis- 
tance he would have to appoint a proxv in the person of Bro. Geo. 
Smith of lodge No. 396. The letter read : 

" Toronto. 5th September, 1R42. 

" Sir & Brother. — I have received the warrant 20Q. so lonj? looked for, 
with the new book of constitution, in which you will find aH instructions 
necessary. I will forward the warrant as soon as possible, together with the 
book of constitution, sheet oC accounts, etc.. of the different lodges, and one 
large sheet of rules and regulations for the government of the Most Ancient 
and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons, which last named sheet 
you will be pleased to paste on a board to be hung up in soiiu* conspicuous 
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place and part of the Lodge room. You will be pleased to meet and read 
over the sheet alluded to previous to going to work, and it any casualty has 
occurred by death or any other cause of any Brother holding: oriice. you will 
elect or appoint another as the case may be. Your office as Master you will 
hold fr<ini the 27th Deer., ensuing, and all other officers the same. Brother 
Peters, be very careful that you do not allow your lodge to assemble except 
you are present or a Past Master. See page 50, Article 7. of the new consti- 
tution. It runs thus : In the absence of the Master or a Master ot :i particular 
Lodge, the Past Master may fill the chair, but if none should be present the 
Lodge cannot be opened until such an officer is procured. .-\ Master who 
received the honorary mark of passing the chair (Master Masonic Mark 
Lodge, No. 209, London), is not a Past Master. He wnxst bo the person 
who filled the chair a regular term. I have received another letter directing 
me to instal you in office. In consequence of the distance I am from you. 
I expect you will accept my Proxy, should I be successful in procuring one. 
I am requested on this occasion to represent the Deputy (yrnnd Master by 
installing you in office by the said authority vested in inc I auiliorizc and 
request Br. Geo. Smith, of 396. to represent the Deputy Grand Master in 
form only, that is to say, when the Grand Master is present and performs 
this duty it is ample form, his deputy, due form, any other dcpnted. form only. 
"Further, you must be installed from the constitution which will ac- 
company your warrant. I would thank you to write bv return ni.nl and let nic 
know if Brother Smith will perform the above duty, that I may know how to 
act if he should not, which I atn convinced the contrary \'*n\ are authorized 
to form your Lodge, when your Past Master will read your char^je to you. 
and on your assent he will deliver your jewel to you. when you will install 
the remainder of your officers. There are four certificate^ to accompany the 
warrant; your own, Bro. Joice, Bro. Code & Bro. Finley'-i Vou will be 
careful to order your secretary to enter all communications frr)m this forth 
in a letter book. Sir & Brother, you will acquaint Brother* l-,irUy \- C^'Ncil 
that they are registered in the Grand Lodge books. Vou will ha\e their 
certificates, I expect, before the navigation is clo.sed Hopnii: i.i hrar from 
you, I remain, 

*' Fraternally yours, etc . 

'•T. Dillon. 

*' P. M. & Deputy in their transaction to the (1 L of Ireland." 
Bro. Farley, the secretary, wrote a reply to this K-ttor ;i> follow^ : 

"London. Canada, 121I1 SeptenilMi. 1S4J 

** Worshipful Past Master, Thos. Dillon, and Deputy (i M u*r installing 
St. John's Lodge. No. 209. 

" Worshipful Sir & Brother: I am directed by the Worshipivil Master 
of St. John's Lodge, No. 209, to acknowledge the receipt ni your very k'^^'^V- 
mg and truly fraternal letter of the 5th inst. ; at the same tune to assure you 
he lost no time on calling on Brother Smith, of IcmI^c .vy>. in t^rdcr to make 
known your request. He says he will, if better cannot he done, accede to your 
request, but feels a very great delicacy in so doini,?: he is ai'raid it max cau^se 
sonic jealousy. I am ordered to assure you, dear Brotl'.er. that not anything 
uould give the members and office bearer-; of this jodi:!' in«uf pleasure than 
t<i be installed by your.self personally, and to receive imm your h.unls the 
warrant, which you. sir. have been instrumental in ohtannni» 

"I am further authorized to state that tlie Btotliers ot tins \i%d^e will 
pay all your expenses and feel themselves under a la^tinv' ••Mi cat inn to you." 

W- Bro. Dillon evidently felt flattered hv this fraternal letter, for 
he replied that he himself would convey the warrant to Lomlon. and 
fixed the 2nd October as the date for the constitmiiM] of ilu- Uxli^e. 
38a 
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He also requested that the W. M. should have any candidates for the 
third degree in waiting, so that they might receive it upon the oc- 
casion. 

The lodge was accordingly summoned for October ist, 1842, and 
it was resolved that the lodge would pay all the expenses Bro. Dillon 
" may incur from his leaving Toronto to his return thereto." There 
were ten brethren present at this meeting. 

On the 3rd October, 1842, the lodge was called at Bro. Balkwill*s, 
opposite the Market Square, for the purpose of installation. Twenty- 
five members were present, " the ceremony of installation being gone 
through slowly and solemnly " by Bro. Thos. Dillon. The minutes 
arc duly certified to by " T. Dillon, D.G.M.," the installing officer. 




Seal, St. John's Lodge, No. 209, 1.R., London. 

At this meeting four gentlemen, Messrs Thomas Kerr, Jno. H. 
L. Askin, Thos. Eraser and John Balkwill were proposed, balloted 
for, accepted and initiated, for which each paid the sum of one pound 
ten shillings. This meeting of the lodge was honored with the pre- 
sence of a number of members of regimental lodge, No. 83, and also 
a deputation from another military lodge, No. 396, both warrants 
working in London at the time. 

The second meeting was held on 5th October, 1842, when Messrs. 
Thomas Worthington and George H. Hackstaff were initiated. After 
the initiation a past masters' lodge was opened, and Bro. James Me- 
Fadden, Wm. Bull, sr., and James Farley were made P. M.'s. As 
the lodge at this meeting was " kindly honored by the esteemed ser* 
vices of Brother Thomas Dillon, of lodge No. 83," it is to be pre- 
sumed that he conferred the degree. 

The third meeting convened on the nth October, 1842, with 
fourteen present. Three candidates were balloted for and one was 
initiated. 

The code of etiquette for the government of a Craft lodge in 
early days affords in part an example of the determination of the 
breUiren that all that had to be done should be disposed of in due 
and proper form. Even the treasurer rendered himself liable to dis- 
cipline, for he was " fined six]>ence for having left the lodge in an im- 
proper manner, without the Worshipful Master's leave." 

An emergent meeting on the 13th October, 1842, and the regular 
meetings of 8th November and 13th December were occupied by 
routine work. The meeting of 8th November was opened " in order 
to pursue the business of the evening, and accordingly the by-laws 
of the lodge were read and passed by unanimous vote of the lodge. 
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Twenty-four members were present, while at the succeeding meeting 
on 13th December, thirty members were present, and the E. A. and 
F. C. degrees were worked. 

An emergency was held on the i6th December, at which three 
brethren were raised, and at another emergency on the 2ist Decem- 
ber, Bros. Askin, Gordon and Stephen were raised. On the 27th 
December, 1842, the lodge met to celebrate the festival and elect 
officers. Bro. S. Peters was re-elected W. M., and 
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*' It was tmanimously agreed that all the officers and Brethren shall be 
in their places not later than five or fifteen minutes after the time appointed; 
the office bearers within five minutes and the Brethren fifteen. This in order 
to fhe timely opening and working of the lodge, under a penalty at the discre- 
tion of the lodge." 

In passing this resolution the members of the lodge intended that 
the punishment should not only be sure but swift, for the new law 
went into operation at once, as will be seen by a list of fines imposed 
and paid : 

Bro. Norval, for beingr 2 minutes late 6d. 

Gunn, for being 1 1 minutes late 6d. 

Farley & Baker, 6d. each i/o. 

Askin and Norval for being 20 minutes late. i/o. 

Gunn, for addressing the master disre- 
spectfully 2d. 

Gunn, for further disrespect 2d. 

Till, for absence 6d. 

Caverly, for going out of lodge and not 

leaving a substitute 2d. 

Abemethy and Coombs paid id. each to 
orphan box for interrupting lodge by 

unnecessary talking 2d. 

4/2d. 

The lodge paid 7/6d. per night for fire, light and use of the room 
in Bro. Balkwill's. 

The members of lodge No. 396 believed in fraternal communion. 
and sent a deputation of brethren to visit 209, which was reciprocated 
by a committee of 209 being selected to return the compliment. At 
the meeting of loth January, 1843, twenty-seven members were pre- 
sent, when the application of one candidate was received, and another 
Mr. W. J. Geary, who had been " tested by ballot," was initiated 
by Bro. George Smith, of No. 396, " with the usual salutary and im- 
pressive injunctions." The jewels used by the lodge were those 
formerly in the possession of Mount Moriah lodge, which had become 
dormant, and a receipt for these jewels was given to a Bro. 0*Neil, 
who had custody of the same. The meeting closed with a resolution 
ordering Bro. Till to " make proper design for Master's chair" 

At the meeting of the 14th February, 1843, it was decided to 
obtain for the lodge a warrant to open a Royal Arch chapter. Bro. 
Farley, the secretary, was fined 6d. for absence at the opening of the 

lodge. 

The Brethren were anxious for a lodge room in a building more 

suitable for the work, and after 



59^ HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 

" Consideration and discussion having taken place on the necessity of 
the Brethren of the lodge exerting themselves in order to obtain a fit and 
proper place for the meetings, it was favorably received, whereupon Brother 
Cornish kindly proffered to deed to the lodge in all time coming, to be used 
as the property for the purpose of building a lodge room, etc., a space of 
ground on that lot upon which he then resided, of forty feet in length, by 60 
feet in breadth, which affectionate offer was received by the lodge with be- 
coming expressions of their sense of gratitude." 

This gift for some reason never materialized, for it is not referred 
to in the minutes of any subsequent meeting of the lodge. 

At the regular meeting of 14th March, 1843, routine business 
was transacted, and it was resolved, 

*' that three elevators be obtained in place of chairs, such as had been 
contemplated, one for the Master, the Snr. and Jr. Wardens.** 

The " three elevators " probably meant three raised platforms, 
so that tlie ordinary chair used in the lodge, being raised above the 
level of the rank and file, would answer all purposes. 

On the 28th March and nth April emergent meetings were held 
for degree work. At the meeting of 9th May, 1843, i^''^- John Brown, 
of Mount Moriah lodge affiliated. As there were others of the dor- 
mant Mount Moriah who desired to join 209, Bro. Farley, the secre- 
tary, thought that in order to facilitate matters more than one should 
be balloted for, and it was, therefore, resolved on his motion, " That 
all the members of Mount Moriah, if found worthy, be admitted mem- 
bers of this lodge." 

At the meeting of 24th May, 1843, ^^^ lodge ordered that an 
address of condolence be presented to the Grand Lodge of England 
upon the death of the M. W. Grand Master, the Duke of Sussex. .\t 
the regular meeting on 13th June it was resolved to celebrate the 
festival of St. John by going to church in procession to hear a 
sermon by the Rev. Dr. Crony n, an Anglican clergyman of London. 
and it was further resolved that " Lt.-Col. Everard be asked for the 
use of the band on the occasion." 

A brother, who believed in more enjoyment than that ordinarily 
offered by a sermon, thought the afternoon ceremony should be sup- 
plemented by a ball in the evening, but this proposal was lost ** by a 
large majority," but it was then resolved that the brethren should 
dine at Bro. BalkwilKs at seven o'clock in the evening. 

There is no record of either sermon being listened to or dinner 
partaken of, but it is not improbable that both functions were pro- 
perly discharged. 

From the 13th June until the nth October, 1843, the work of the 
lodge is not entered in the minutes, although eight leaves of the 
minute book are left blank, evidently for the purpose of having the 
omitted minutes entered. At the meeting of the nth October the 
secretary was ordered " to engross the minutes of the lodge in the 
body of the lodge," so that another lapse, as far as the minute book 
was concerned, could not occur. It is possible that the minutes were 
roughly drafted for the omitted months and the paper mislaid, hence 
the loss of the records for the period named. .\ candidate for affilia- 
tion, proposed at this meeting, had " six black balls against him/' s-o 
that his money was '* returned." 
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At the meeting of 14th November, 1843, " the petition of John 
King, of the 23rd regiment, was read, and Bro. Niles objected, say- 
ing that it had better be laid over until the next meeting," but on a 
clause in the by-laws being read. Bro. Niles " withdrew his remark/* 
whereupon the ballot was ** ordered to proceed," the candidate being 
accepted. The meeting was principally occupied with degree work. 

C)n the 1 2th December, 1843, ^^c officers for the ensuing year 
were elected. On St. John's day, 27th December, 1843, there were 
two affiliations, and the lodge apparently discussed, not only the mean- 
ing but the length of a cable tow, and, on resolution, it was carried 
" That seven miles be the length of our cable low." A vote of thanks 
was passed to the W. M. and all officers, except the treasurer, for 
their work during the year, but " the lodge was of opinion that no vote 
of thanks ought to be passed on the ex-secretary or treasurer, until 
the return of the former officer, when the books of the lodge would 
be properly audited." The ex-secretary had removed from London 
without leaving his f)ooks in a businesslike condition. 

The year 1843 ^'^s a prosperous one for the lodge, as seventeen 
meetings were held and a large number were added to the member- 
ship. 

The year 1844 broiigiu increased prosperity, no less than thirty- 
two meetings being held. The minutes of all meetings of 209 were 
signed by the \V. M.. S. W. and J. W., as well as the secretary, a 
custom which (]()c> not prevail in these later days. 

l>ro. Donn^ll. a \vi<lo\ver. died in December of 1843, leaving no 
estate, and at the nuxtinj^ of January 9th, 1844, the condition of his 
family was discussed The brethren were anxious to see the children 
properly brought uj) ii^ the Roman Catholic faith, to which their father 
had adhered, and instructed the secretary to write to Father O'Dwyer. 
the Catholic priest in charge of the parish, to that effect. This com- 
munication brought a reply from the priest, a document which was so 
Christian in character that the Icnlge ordered that it be spread upon the 
minutes. The letter was as follows: 

" London, January 8th, 1844. 

"Dear Sir: I lia\c tlio honor to acknowledge the receipt of your truly 
Christian letter, and h.ive lo apologize for not having replied to it ere now. 
as I wanted to see the coii^i legation relative to the children of Brother Don- 
ncll. Mr. Harding O'Brien will take charge of the boy and rear him as if 
his own: Peter McCann will take the eldest girl; another offered to take an- 
other, but Ml see if he has means to bring her up decently. I wrote to the 
Bi<hop to know if lu* has funds for that purpose, hut have not yet received his 
reply I will entimre if the ladies of the Convent of Montreal will receive 
ihem. as they would he much better provided for than here. It was the wish 
of the ponr fatlicr iliai tliey he raised Catholics. I thank you for your liber- 
..hty Your loiter hn.itlus a truly Christian spirit and is worthy of a ft)llower 
♦ •! tin- helc»vcd I)j-CipU Si. John, who inculcated hrolherly lo\e. ' My hltlc 
rhihlrrn. love one antiiher/ was his favorite subject, and only sermon in his 
o](\ da>s; hut excuso me for mentioning what you and the members of St 
John's Lodge not only kn<»w l>nt practice. I have read your letter in mv 
rhurch t<»r the ediNi atioii of my congregation, for it is worthy of being read 
in churche*. I -inceielv wish that all denominations of Christians would do 
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in like manner. Wishing you and the members of your Charitable Society 
many happy New Years, 

" I have the honor to be. 

" Dear Sir. 
" Your very humble & obedient servL 

"Signed, P. O'Dwyer. C. Pastor." 

"To Mr. A. Gordon, Sect." 

The lodge, knowing the sad condition in which the children were 
left, instructed the secretary 

*' to write to Father O'Dwyer & inform him that Brothers Past Master 
Peters and Junior Deacon Gaudy would meet him at any time he would ap* 
point, and make a final arrangement with regard to the disposal of the chil- 
dren of the late Donnel, and the committee are also required to make the 
proper arrangements with Mrs. Donnel for the disposal of the late Brothei 
Donnel's Masonic jewels and badges and all other matters connected with the 
family, and report to the lodge without delay." 

At the meeting of 13th February the lodge determined to have 
a representative at the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and that Bro. Davis, 
then in Ireland, be appointed. This is the only case on record in 
Canada of a lodge being directly represented by a member at the 
meeting of the mother Grand Lodge. 

On the 20th February an emergent meeting was called, but the 
secretary and treasurer were absent, and were disciplined accordingly, 
for it was resolved that both these officers 



" be fined the sum of two shillings & sixpence cy. each, for non-attend- 
ance on the part of the Treas., and the Sect, for having taken the key of his 
chest and thereby preventing the business of the lodge." 

At the meeting of 12th March, 1844, four candidates were ini- 
tiated, and the by-law requiring all members to pay 1/3 per month 
was amended by the words " sickness and imprisonment excepted." 

At a meeting of the lodge on the 20th it was resolved to attend 
the funeral of the late Bro. Major James Revers of the 91st regiment. 
The deceased was a member of the lodge of Harmony, No. 575. 1. R. 
The minutes read that : 

"The lodge assembled on the 21st March, 1844, ^t 1/2 12 o'clock at their 
lodge room and opened on the first or apprentice degree. 

"The Brethren having taken their places, under the direction of their 
Marshall. Bro. Robert G. Anderson, and accompanied by the drums and fifes 
of Her Majesty's 23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers, proceeded from the lodge room 
to the plank road in the rear of Mr. William's house, where they met t!ie 
remains of the late lamented Brother. The procession marched, with all due 
solemnity, to St. Paul's Churchyard, where the remains of our deceased Bro- 
ther were borne to their last resting place by four Brethren of the Sublime 
Degree; and the funeral service having been read by the Revd. Benj, Crony n. 
the usual ceremonies were gone through (without honors) and the lodge 
marched to their lodge room." 

On returning to the lodge room it was resolved that the sum of 
ten shillings be paid to the Drum Major of the 23rd Fusiliers for his 
attendance at the funeral, and a vote of thanks was passed to the ad- 
jutant of the regiment for the services of the band. 

At the meeting of 27th May, 1844, an invitation was received 
from Rev. B. Cronyn, asking the lodge to lay the comer-stone of 
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St. Paul's church on the 24th June, 1844. The invitation was ac- 
cepted, and it was further resolved that a dinner be given in the even- 
ing, and that on the 27th December the festival be celebrated by a 
ball. 

On St. John's day the lodge met at 9 a.m., and adjourned at 11.30 
a.m. to meet at i p.m., when 

" marshalled by Bro. Nilcs, the brethren proceeded in procession to the 
Court House, where Divine service was held, and then to St. Paul's church- 
yard and laid the foundation stone of the new church with Craft honors. In 
the evening the brethren dined at the hall of the Mechanics* Institute." 

An emergency was held on the ist July for the purpose of con- 
sidering the conduct of Bros. Norval, Joyce and Armstrong on and 
subsequent to St. John's day. Bros. Joyce and Armstrong charged 
Bro. Norval with "branding them in the public newspapers," and 
after answering this charge Bro. Norval brought a counter charge, to 
the effect that Bros. Joyce and Armstrong had stirred up dissension 
at the dinner on St. John's day, and had subsequently circulated false 
reports about his character, thus endeavoring by misrepresentation 
to injure him as a man and a Mason. He further charged that these 
two brethren had injured his character by spreading a report that he 
had refused to drink the health of the Queen and the Army and Navy 
at the dinner given upon the festival of St. John. These charges 
having been made the three brethren concerned were requested to 
retire while the lodge considered the matter. It was decided that 
Bros. Joyce and Armstrong be suspended during the pleasure of the 
lodge, and that Bro. Norval should be reprimanded by the W. M. in 
open lodge. The brethren who were suspended were duly notified, 
and Bro. Norval, being called in, was reprimanded in due form by 
the W. M. 

At the meeting of July 9th, 1844, the brethren resolved that if 
any brother was convicted of communicating the transactions of the 
lodge to brethren not of their lodge or to a " cowan," he should be 
suspended and reported to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

A committee was appointed at this meeting to wait upon the 
Roman Catholic priest of the parish to " enquire into the destitute 
condition of the children of Bro. Donnell." This was the brother who 
had died some months previously, and concerning whose children 
communication had been held with the parish priest. At a subse- 
quent meeting, held on the 13th August, 1844, a resolution was passed 
to the effect that the lodge had 

** full confidence and unanimously concur in the past conduct of the office 
bearers of the lodge, appointed to inquire into the circumstances and disposal 
of the late Brother D. Donnel's children, and that they continue their confidence 
towards the ofl'ice bearers, with regard to the final settlement of the said 
children." 

The subject of building a Masonic hall came up before the lodge 
in a proposal by Bro. Thompson Wilson, barrack -master, who offered 
to give a free deed of a piece of land, 30 feet front, by 100 feet deep, 
for the purpose, " the site to be on that side of his lot fronting on 
Talbot street." Apparently no action was taken in connection with 
this offer. 
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Bro. Nerval, who was smarting under the reprimand given him 
by resolution of the lodge,/* demanded from the lodge a public refu- 
tation of the charges brought against him by Bros. Joyce and Arm- 
strong," and it was resolved that the secretary " should insert in the 
London ' Enquirer ' and St. Thomas * Standard,' newspapers, a 
notice that Bro. John Norval has been exonerated by this lodge of the 
charges brought against him with regard to his conduct at the Ma- 
sonic festival on 24th June last." 

The trouble between Bros. Joyce, Armstrong and Norval, which 
might have been considered as settled by the action at the last meet- 
ing, was re-opened at the meeting of 17th August, 1844, by the re- 
ceipt of a joint letter from Bros. Joyce and Armstrong, criticizing 
** a note " inserted by Bro. Norval under the heading of *' Masonic 
Notices " in the London " Enquirer." They claimed that this notice 
reflected discredit upon their characters. The secretary read the note 
to the lodge, and was instructed to inform the two brethren that the 
lodge had not given any power to Bro. Norval to comment upon their 
notice of 15th August, 1844, which appeared in the London '* En- 
quirer," and that steps would be taken to investigate the matter. By 
way of showing the feeling of the lodge in the matter the secretary 
was also ordered to discontinue the regular lodge notice, which for 
a long time had been inserted in the " Enquirer " and St. Thomas 
'' Standard." 

An emergency was called on the 17th August, 1844, for the pur- 
pose of investigating the conduct of Bro. Norval relative to the in- 
sertion of this ** note," which had been added to the regular Masonic 
notice in the London "Enquirer" on the isth August. A "very 
warm discussion" took place, and an effort was made to adjourn ihi* 
matter until the next regular meeting, " as peace and quiet could not 
be maintained." The motion for adjournment did not carry, the vote 
being a tie, and the W. M. declined to give his casting vote. The 
investigation, therefore, proceeded, resulting in a resolution, carricil 
by a vote of 17 to 4, that ** Bro. Norval was fully exonerated in the 
eyes of this lodge as regards the publication of his note to the Masonic 
notice of 15th August, 1844." This was followed by another resolu- 
tion, ordering the continuation of the original lodge notice for two 
more insertions in the two papers mentioned, " but the note was not 
to appear again." 

There seems to have been considerable friction in lodge No. 209 
at this period, for at the same meeting the secretary in open lodge 
** required protection from the chair in regard to allusions made 
against him in the discussion of this question, and in particular those 
falling from Bro. Norval." Some explanation must have followed, 
for the minutes continue that Brother Norval 

" expressed his satisfaction at the secretary's conduct and withdrew an\ 
remarks he may have previously expressed derogatory to the secretary."' 

On the loth September, however, at the regular meeting. Bro. 
Norval had again to appear in defence of a letter written to the lodpre 
on the 14th August. A committee was appointed to investigate the 
matter. The members of this committee reported Bro. Norval's ans- 
wers to the questions put to him, but in order to prevent furtlier dis- 
sension, recommended that he be permitted to withdraw the letter 
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Oil sending a written apology to the brethren of No. 2oy. and that in 
the event of a refusal to comply with this request he should be sus- 
pended and reported to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The lodge does 
not seem to have taken immediate action in connection with this 
dispute. 

At the emergent meeting of 22nd September, 1844, an invitation 
was extended to Sir Allan MacNab, the Provincial Grand Master of 
the (irand I-odge of Scotland in Canada, to attend the next regular 
iiieetinf, and it was resolved that fic be made an honorary member. 

Up to 1844 the minutes show that the lodge met at Bro. William 
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r.alkuiH's inn. l-'roni loth April. 1844, up to 22nd Scpifinber. 1S+4, 
the term "at their lodge room" is used, while the meeting of Siii 
1 'itohcr was held at Bro. Lee's laveni. The re.ison fur this was thai 
t-arly in October a disastrous fire visited London, sweeping away iln- 
cniire business portion of the city and many private residcncci, in- 
chuling Bro. Balkwill's inn. where the lodge meetings wen- IkUI 
' 'n the 8lh t )i:tobcr, 1844. the lodge decided that on account of the 
tire all business should be adjourned until the next meeting, to be 
called for the following Tuesday. In the meantime they rcconhd a 
vote of thanks to Uro. Balkwill for the hospitable manner in which he 
had treated the lodge while they met at his late residence, assiirini; 
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him of their sympathy in his misfortunes. There were also passed 
resolutions of condolence with other brethren who had likewise suf- 
fered from the fire. 

Preparatory to a proper place of meeting being found, the lodge 
met on the 15th October, 1844, ^^ the Mechanics' Institute, situated 
on the Court House, square, between Dundas and Queen streets. It 
was a large frame building, and was removed some years ago to 
Talbot street, between Carling and FuUarton streets. It was then used 
as a furniture factory; now it is a blacksmith shop. However, the 
brethren thought the room in this building, which had been kindly 
offered by the president of the institution, was not adapted to the pur- 
poses of Masonic meetings, and, therefore, they adjourned to Mr. 
Probett's tavern. 

On the 15th October, Bro. Norval, who had been engaged in the 
dispute with Bros. Joyce and Armstrong, was permitted to vrithdraw 
the letter he had written and resume his seat in the lodge. This 
was the end of the trouble. On the 12th November, 1844, the regular 
meeting of the lodge was held, at which Bros. Joyce and Armstrong 
were re-instated. 

The lodge continued to meet at Probett's tavern, but an the 25th 
October they held an emergent meeting at the house of Bro. John 
McDowel, better known as " Freemasons' Arms," near Blackfriar's 
Bridge, and resumed their meetings at Probett's tavern on the 25th 
November. At this meeting it was resolved that the ball, which was 
to be held for the purpose of celebrating the festival of St. John, the 
Evangelist, should take place, " and the brethren were particularly 
requested and cautioned not to have an opposition dinner on that 
occasion, being unmasonic." A committee was appointed to arrange 
for the celebration, but there is no record that the intentions of the 
brethren were carried out 

At the meeting held on the loth December, 1844, the secretary 
was ordered " to redeem a bad Mexican dollar " which he had taken 
on the previous 24th June. From this date the lodge resumed its 
meetings at Bro. Balkwill's inn. 

The first meeting of 1845 w^is held on the 14th January. One of 
the early acts of the year was to rescind the by-law which provided 
"when any candidate is initiated the sum of ten shillings shall be 
expended in the name of refreshments." The idea of having an en- 
joyable time socially at the initiation of a candidate was not confined 
to lodge No. 209. Many of the lodges throughotit the jurisdiction 
expended much larger sums than that provided for in this by-law. 

A Bro. Anderson towards the end of the year, 1844, had brought 
certain charges against a number of brethren, but as he did not appear 
to substantiate them, for which purpose he was summoned three 
times, he was ordered to be suspended and the lodge confirmed the 
action. An emergent meeting was called on February 26th, 1845, fo*" 
the purpose of attending the funeral of the late Bro. Caverley. The 
lodge formed in procession and proceeded to the residence of Bro, 
John McDowel, and there met the remains of the deceased brother, 
and proceeded to the churchyard attached to the English church, 
attended by the drum and fife band of the 23rd Regiment, the remains 
being interred with Masonic honors. 
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At the regular meeting of the 14th March a silver goblet was 
presented to Bro. Alexander Gordon, the previous secretary, by the 
members of the lodge. On April 18th, 1845, ^^ emergent meeting 
was held to meet Bros. Duggin, Wm. A. Campbell, J. B. Harrison 
and James Daniell from Toronto, and to take into consideration busi- 
ness which may be brought before the lodge connected with the late 
fire in London. It was decided to adjourn until 22nd April. Bros. 
Duggin, Campbell and Daniell were well known Masons. 

During the early part of 1845 the meetings seem to have been 
confined to routine work. On the 19th May, 1845. a meeting was 
called relative to the appointment erf a I'rovincial Grand Master 
in response to a letter written by St. Andrew's lodge, Xo. i, of 
Toronto, in connection with the reorganization of the provincial body 
and the appointment of a new Provincial Grand Master. The lodge 
resolved that a committee be appointed to correspond with Sir Allan 
Napier MacNab and the secretary of St. Andrew's lodge, relative to 
the proposed appointment 

On the loth June, 1845, ^ letter was read from Bro. Wilson, 
bat rack master, relative to the offer he had made of a piece of ground 
for a Masonic halt, and a committee was appointed to arrange all 
matters connected with the building. On the festival of St. John, the 
biethren met and proceeded to the new Presnyterian church, where a 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Benj. Cronyn, after which they re- 
turned to their lodge room, accompanied by the band of the 81 st 
Regiment, which was then stationed in London. 

On 9th August, 1845, the new Provincial Grand Lodge, under 
Sir Allan Napier MacNab, was formed at Hamilton, and all the lodges 
in the jurisdiction had been communicated with, amongst them No. 
209. An emergency meeting was accordingly held to take into con- 
sideration a communication from Bro. Richard Bull, the Grand Secre- 
tary of the Provincial Grand Lodge, but no action seems to have been 
taken. 

About the middle of September, a deputation from No. 720, 
Godcrich, visited London, and requested the presence of the members 
of lodge No. 209, for the purpose of installing their officers. The 
request was complied with, and for this purpose a deputation visited 
Goderich, on the 4th October, 1845, and installed W. Bro. Thomas 
Mercer Jones and the other officers of the new lodge. This action 
shows the absolute harmony which existed in the earlier days between 
lodges of foreign jurisdictions. In this case the lod^e of the Iri<h 
jurisdiction instals the officers of one of English obedience. 

On the nth November, 1845, at the regular meeting. Bro. Sid- 
dall stated that " he had suggested to the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
this province, held under England, that he would communicate with 
this lodge concerning the propa-iety of this body beiiip: placed ni.dcr 
their jurisdiction, with the consent of the Grand Lodizo of Irrl:ui ] " 
No resolution followed this statement. 

A special committee met on nth March. i«^4C). and made an 
elaborate list of all of the property of the lodtre. recomtnendini: that 
an application be made to the Royal .^rch chapter to join them in 
procurine the necessar>' fttmiture to he used on all occasions 

^t an emergent meeting on .\pri1 T6th. 1846. the disptitr which 
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had arisen betH-een Bro. Gordon and Mr. Hewitt was settled, when 
Bro. Gordon '' having put his hand on the Bible and making oath, 
the lodge deem it satisfactory, and dismiss all further consideration 
of the charge brought against Mr. Gordon." 

The meeting of the 4th June, 1846, was an emergency, as **jio 
lodge having been opened on last regular night in consequence of 
the non-attendance of officers, with their keys." At this meeting a 
banner, which had been ordered by the lodge, was presented. 

At the regular meeting of the 9th June it was resolved to attend 
church on the festival of St. John, the Baptist, and that application 
be made for the band of the 82nd Regiment; also to meet at Bro. 
BalkwiU's. ** for he had promised to furnish a good, plain dinner for 
this lodge at 2. 6. each, if forty sit down.*' Accordingly, on St John's 
day, the brethren proceeded at two o'clock in the afternoon to church, 
listened to a sermon preached by the Rev. Benj. Cronyn. after which 
they returned to the lodge room, accompanied by the band of the 
82nd Regiment. The dinner which followed, while a success in many 
ways, brought with it some friction, which resulted in charges and 
counter-charges being brought by several brethren. As a conse- 
quence one brother was expelled, and his expulsion was ordered to 
he published in tfie newspapers, while at the following regular meet- 
ing another brother was suspended for twelve months and reported 
to Grand Lodge. 

From this date to the end of the year the meetings were generally 
routine. The festival of St. John, the Evangelist, was celebrated on 
the 28th December, the 27th falling on a Sunday, by a dinner at Bro. 
William Balkwill's. 

On the 23rd October, 1847. an emergent meeting was called, the 
occasion being the breaking ground for the station of the Great West- 
em, Railway. The brethren of Mt. Moriah lodge accompanied the 
members of No. 209 on this occasion. 

At the meeting of the 24th June. 1848, Bro. McDowel offered the 
use of a room in the canteen, in the frame barracks, for the purpose 
of giving Masonic lectures every Monday evening at eight o'clock. 

On the 27th August, 1848, the remains of the late Bro. Gaudy 
were buried with Masonic honors by the lodge in the Presbyterian 
burying ground, attached to the Free Church of Scotland. No. 209 
was assisted on this occasion by the brethren of Mt. Moriah lodge. 
At the next regular meeting it was resolved that '* a tombstone be 
erected to the memory of the late Bro. Gaudy, and that the expenses 
of the funeral be paid by the lodge.' The lodge on this occasion met 
at the house of Bro. Wm. Lee, where thev continued to hold their 
meetings. 

The accounts for the vear were audited bv a committee, of which 
Bro. A. S. Abbott was chairman. The report, while no doubt cor- 
rect in every particular, is peculiarly constructed and of sufficient 
interest to warrant its publication: 

" The business commenced by examining the Secretary & Treasurer's 
hooks, which were found to be correct, so far as there remains a surplus from 
the Sect, to the Treas.. unaccounted for by the Sect, leaving a balance in the 
Trra<?. hands to the amount of ^13 — 17 — ii. in cash and due bills from 1^47 
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to the amount of £11. 8. oVi, together with U>. 15. S\^, deticient in our late 
Trcas. Bro. J. Gray's account, making a total of ii8. 3. 9.. also due* bills for 
the present year of £6. 5. 0., making a total of deficiencies of £24 8 9.. also a 
balance of arrears to the end of the present year of i-19. 11. loV^. 

" A. S. Abbott, Chairman." 

On 27th December, 1848, the members dined together * after 
which harmony and brotherly love prevailed." Considering that on 
previous occasions considerable friction marked similar events, it is 
satisfactory to know that such was eliminated as the brethren came 
to know each other better. 

The meetings at Bro. Lee*s ceased on April 24th. 1849, 21^ ^" 
April loth the lodge had resolved to furnish a room in the Robinson 
Hall, the leading hotel of London at that time, for a sum not to ex- 
ceed £51. 100, and a committee was appointed to carry this into effect. 
The first meeting in the new lodge room was an emergency on the 
15th May, 1849. The work was routine. At an emergency meeting 
on the 29th May, 1849, a communication was received from the breth- 
ren at Amherstburg. praying for a recommendation for a new lodge 
in that place. 

In June, 1841;. the brethren were ro<|Uc.stcd by the Trustees of 
the Public School to lay the foundation .stone of the new buildin.i; 
with Masonic honors. Accordingly on Monday, June 25th. St. John's 
day falling on Sunday, the lodge met. proceeded to the site of the 
school, where the foundation stone was laid with .Masonic honors. 
Suitable addresses were delivered by Bro. Matthew Mc(iill. who de- 
livered the oration, and Bros. Judge Wilson and Simeon Morrill, both 
well known citizens, after which the brethren returned to the hnlj^c 
room, accompanied by the drum and fife band of the 20th Regt. < hi 
their arrival at the lodge room the \V. M. ordered £1. i. 2. to be ex- 
pended in " a bottle of wine for the visitors." 

The regular meeting for October took place on the *;tl) of the 
month. It seems to have been customary at that time to issue private 
certificates, for on the 16th October. 1849. at an emergent meetim:. 
several brethren " having applied for private lodge certificates. Rro 
Abbott was ordered to sign the same." 

On the 13th November, 1849. 't was resolved to celebrate the 
coming St. John's festival by a Masonic ball, a large committee beini: 
appointed to carry out the intentions of the lodge. ( >n the 27th X(»- 
vember a handsome Bible, still in the possession of the lodge, was 
presented by W. Bro. James Daniell, the \V. M., ami b\ resohittt»n a 
likeness of the giver was ordered to be taken and laid on the Bible on 
the altar as a memento of his gift to the lodge. The Bible contains 
the following inscription:. 

"Presented to St. John's Lodge. jo<). of London. C \V.. by Rro f.tir.v- 
Daniell. W. M., as a token o( his re<;pect and c«;tcem for tho Hrrtlirtn tru-t 
ing that the principles laid down in the most n()l)lc of tho three i;n-a! !.v:hi- ..; 
Masonry may always be found to j^iiide and direct the Brethren in ih«' tni-- 
course they oupht as Masons always to pnrsne. 

** London. C \V . November 21st. 1840 " 

At an emergent meeting on the i ith December. 1S4W. the hiiili 
ren resolved to invite to their Masonic ball the members from (lmI 
erich. Amherstburg and Simcoe. Bro. Abbott ** paid js. 6d. f^i tlu- 



6o6 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 

fine imposed on the last meeting night." The minutes show tliat the 
finances were in Excellent condition. About £82 had been expended 
during the year, leaving a balance of over £8 in the hands of the 
treasurer. 

On the i8th December, 1849, i^ ^^s resolved to purchase a new 
set of collars for the officers of the lodge. The audit committee for 
1849 pi'esented a very lengthy report, going minutely into all par- 
ticulars connected with the finances of the lodge. On the 27th De- 
cember, at a meeting for installation, the W. M. proposed to instal 
the incoming master in the presence of Entered Apprentice Masons, 
but W. Bro. John McDowel, P.M., and others, objected to their 
presence at such ceremony. The W. M., however, ruled that this 
should be the procedure, and, accordingly, the protesting brethren 
withdrew, returning at the close of the ceremony to renew their pro- 
tests against the action of the master. 

The year 1850 opened with promise of further progress in the 
work of the lodge, although on the first meeting the pleasure of the 
new year was marred by a desire on the part of W. Bro. James Daniell, 
the P. M., to withdraw from the lodge, on account of a " difference 
of opinion " which had arisen with regard to the installation of the 
W. M. The action of the master was irregular, and in the old records 
of Canadian lodges there is no entry showing that such procedure 
had ever been followed before. 

An emergent meeting was held on the i6th January, 1850, at which 
seven candidates for initiation were proposed, and a committee of 
eight was appointed to enquire into their characters. At an emergent 
meeting on the 23rd January, 1850, the candidates proposed at the 
last meeting were balloted for, and Bro. Hall, from Barton lodge, 
No. 10, Hamilton, also becoming a member " paid ten shillings ad- 
mission fee." This was the amount of the fee for affiliation. At a 
third emergent meeting, held on the 29th of the same month, the 
W. M. stated that he and other Master Masons had examined Bro. 
Anthonio Poliski, a Hungarian officer, in distress, and had granted 
him £2. 10. to enable him to proceed to Detroit. The lodge reim- 
bursed the brother for this advance. Bro. Francis was " directed to 
procure for this lodge a wrapper for the use of brethren raised to the 
degree of Master Mason, the same to be finished on next monthly 
night and paid for by this lodge." Bro. A. B. Bostwick, who was 
afterwards a well known Craftsman, was initiated at this meeting. 

The meetings for February and March were devoted to routine 
business. At that held on the 19th February, 1850, however, the 
secretary was directed to summons Bro. Matthew McGill " to appear 
before this lodge at our next meeting to answer for his having com- 
municated with the editor of the ' Masonic Review ' relative to the 
installation and therein suppressing facts." This apparently referred 
to the difference of opinion which had arisen at the December meet- 
ing with regard to the installation of the master in the presence of 
Entered Apprentice Masons. At an emergent meeting, held on the 
2Sth February, 1850, Bro. McGill appeared and so satisfied the breth- 
ren that they declared the matter "settled up" and the cement of 
friendship was strengthened, for Bro. Daniell and Bro. McGill " shook 
hands as Masons/' 
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The treasurer was directed to purchase a bill of exchange to pay 
the dues of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, " amounting to about £14 
stg." A peculiar paragraph appears in the minutes, stating that the 
secretary " took off his jewel without permission from the chair, and 
requested leave to retire from the lodge, which was granted." 

A Royal Arch chapter had been established in London in con- 
nection with lodge No. 209, and at the meeting of 12th March, 1850, 
a committee was appointed to adjust the debts between the lodge and 
the chapter. Some friction had occurred at the meeting of the 26th 
February, when the secretary took off his jewel without permission. 
The matter was referred to at the succeeding meeting of 12th March, 
for the minutes state that " the conduct of Bro. Abbott on the last 
night of meeting was brought before the lodge, and after explana- 
tion from the W. M. and a mutual expression of regret at the occur- 
rence . . . Bro. Abbott resumed his seat." 

Some of the members of the lodge hailed from Port Stanley, and 
in 1850 the brethren of the Port desired to establish a Masonic lodge 
at that place. They requested the aid of the members of No. 209, 
and on motion of Bro. John Brown, seconded by Bro. John McDowd, 
it was resolved that the sum of £7. 12. 6. stg. be "advanced to the 
brethren of Port Stanley, who have forwarded to Bro. Daniell a peti- 
tion to the Grand Lodge of Ireland for a warrant to hold a lodge at 
the village of Port Stanley, and that one-half of said sum be granted 
to them, and the balance to be refunded, when they become able t6 
do so." This was afterwards lodge No. 211, L R. 

At an emergent meeting of 26th March, 1850, the secretary 
reported that he had forwarded a bill of exchange for £23. 6. 6., being 
equal to £29. 5. 7. cy., and that he had i>aid the postage on returns 
and petition for warrant, etc., to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

The great fire which had visited London induced the brethren 
to take extra precaution in connection with their lodge room, for a 
committee was appointed "for the purpose of preparing a passage 
from the east window of this lodge to the next building, which may 
be used by the brethren in case of fire in the building." At the same 
time notice was given of a proposal to devote a sum of money, not 
exceeding £10 cy., " for the purchase of books to constitute a Ma* 
sonic library for this lodge." 

At an emergent meeting on the 2nd April, 1850, the secretary 
being absent, together with senior and junior wardens, they were 
•• respectively fined is. 3d." All other members, duly summoned, 
were fined 7>4d., but the junior warden, " having appeared and satis- 
fied the lodge that he was obliged to be absent his fine was cancelled." 
.•\t the succeeding meeting of 9th April, 1850, the secretary and Bro. 
Moore also " accounted for their absence to the satisfaction of the 
lodge " and " their fines " were cancelled, together with those of the 
other members. At an emergent meeting on the 23rd April, 1850, a 
likeness of W. Bro. James Daniell, P. M.. was presented to the lodge, 
and it was resolved " to insert the same in a white marble slab to be 
placed in the lodge." The secretary read an address to Bro. Daniell, 
'• expressing their approbation of the W. M. and officers " for the zeal 
and efficiency evinced during the year. 

At the meeting of 30th April 1850, W. Bro. Hewitt announced 
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his intention of leaving London, and, therefore, he was compelled to 
vacate the chair of the lodge. The brethren regretted his action, but 
testified their esteem for the W. M. in a short address, in which they 
recommended him to ** all lodges at Toronto and elsewhere " to rc?- 
ceive him as a '* worthy, upright and zealous brother." 

At the meeting of 14th May, 1850, Bro. Thomas Gidley was 
asked by W. Bro. James Daniell, who presided, 

*' if he had threatened to divulge the secrets of the Craft and that of Mas- 
onry, and become an anti- Mason, an accusation to that effect being preferred 
against him. or whether the charge was true or false." 

Bro. Gidley " refused to give any satisfaction or explanation 
whatever, but stated afterwards that the lodge had given him pain 
enough already, for that by the conduct of some scamps or ' Mis- 
called Brethren,' he was $300 worse off than when he joined, and he 
further stated he would expose the doings of the lodge towards him.'' 
The W. M. then directed the offending brother to withdraw, " when 
it was proposed and unanimously carried that the conduct of Bro. 
Gidley be immediately reported to the Grand Lodge of Ireland,*' and 
that he '' be suspended for unmasonic conduct and his suspension be 
immediately inserted in the ' Masonic Review.' " 

At the meeting held on the nth June, 1850, it was determined 
to celebrate the festival of St. John, the Baptist, by proceeding to St. 
Paul's church and hearing a sermon from the Rev. Benj. Cronyn. 
and that a reque.«;t be sent to the " master of the town band '* for their 
attendance at the procession. It was also decided that the lodge 
should dine at the Robinson Hall in the evening. An effort was made 
at this meeting to reconcile Bros. O'Reilly and LeClerc. who, after a 
full discussion. ' including a very impressive admonition to the con- 
tending parties from Bro. McDowel. P. M.," were * then requested 
to withdraw." When they had done so it was moved 

'* that the Brethren be required to shake hands and setde the matter fin- 
ally, and if either Brother refuse to comply he be not again permitted to entci 
this lodge until such reconciliation be effected." 

This announcement was communicated to the contending breth- 
ren, but * liro. O'Reilly having refused to comply with the decision 
of the lodge was ordered to withdraw." 

An emergent meeting was held on the 22nd June, for the purpose 
of attending the funeral of the late Bro. Edward Matthews, who was 
buried with Masonic honors, and on the nth July the remains of the 
late Bro. W. K. Cornish were also interred with similar honors. 

At the meeting of the 13th August, 1850, Bro. Nyles presented a 
petition from Bro. A. G. Smyth and others of the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, praying for a warrant for another lodge in the town of Lon- 
don, to be styled Prince Albert lodge, with oro. Nyles as W. M. 
They requested a recommendation from lodge No. 209. A motion 
was made to recommend the application, which was followed by an 
amendment to lay over the matter for consideration, and an amend- 
ment to the amendment that the formation of a new lodge was un- 
necessary. Bro. McGill, who was acting as W. M., declined to " put 
the amendment at that late hour in so hasty a manner and in the 
absence of the W. M.'s and P. M.*s of the lodge." On this decision 
P»ro. Xvle? withdrew the petition. 
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At the meeting of 8th October, 1850, a lease of the lodge room 
for ten years, duly executed, was presented to the lodge, and a vote of 
thanks to Bro. Francis was passed for the neatness and promptitude 
with which he had finislicd the marble frame for Bro. Daniell's picture. 
At the meeting of 12th November, 1850, the question as to the right 
of the lodge to hold real estate was considered, and, in order to have 
the matter settled, a committee was appointed ** to examine an Act 
of Parliament relative to the Benevolent Societies holding real estate " 
and to report at the next meeting. At this meeting it was decided 
to celebrate the festival of St. John, the Kvangelist, by a ball. Nomi- 
nations were made at this meeting for the election of officers, and one 
page of the minute book is devoted to the list of these nominations. 
There were four for W. .M., three each for S. W. and J. W., J. 1). and 
secretary, and for the treasurer there were five. Each of these was 
proposed and seconded. 

At the regular meeting for December, 1850, held on the loth 
the conuiMltee af>pointed to examine ** the Act or Parliament, relative 
to lUiildin^ .'^ocictit•s." rtiK)rtcd, but the details are not given 
in the minutes. At this meeting, Bro. Daniell was elected W. M. The 
minutes of 27th Dcrcmher do not contain any particulars regarding 
the fc«itival more than that the installation of officers took place. 
Previous to the rrnding of the minutes of the previous minutes on the 
nth February, 1851, the secretary objected 

** t*' tl:r .«!>r"i*.itioM !»y t!ir nflircr'; of tlii^ Imlj/r of the cstat)|i«»hc<l l»>iin of 
opctiini* a'' pr... tivr<l sinoc the c<tal>li«»limriii 01 this lod^jt* in 1S42, he con- 
*Hli-riti;/ ihv ^Axrr :i? vaiianrc with the coiistitinmn of the Grand L<>dj»c <»f 
I»»*liii»l a* Lnd d<»wn in the Ahinian Rczon.** 

Ilie oh'rction. howe\er. was overrnlcd by the W. M., whereupon 
r'ro .MrCiill retired, declaring the same unconstitutional. 

\l the nicetiiij^ of nth March, 185 1, P,ro. William Moore pave 
notii c that at the next meeting he would move " that the Grand 
Lr)f\i:r he retiue-ited to withdraw their warrant, so that we niav join 
the draiul Ix>d^e of this province.*' This motion referred to atiilia- 
tion with the tliird Provincial (irand Lodi^e of Canada West tuulrr 
Sir Allan Napier MacNah No further aoti(»n appears to have been 
taken. 

At the meet in IT of 2'»th \pril. 1H51, TUos. Reynolds and <"Ia!^^\\ay 
aiid ft>*ir other MmnKt Masons of the (irand Lo«lj^e of Ireland .ip 
l»eared at the Iodide with a petition ** pravinp for a warr.nit to t)u 
#»«»»nh!i^herl at Inferscdl.'* to Ik* kno>\n as Ini^ersoU Iodide This peti 
tion uas rea<l. rerointuentUd and forwarded to the ( irand Lodijc of 
Irr'and At a previous meeting the reeonnnendation of No 2«¥) had 
'.4«n ft ijMe*»r<l fill A uvw \tu\i^v at Port ^taiilr\ , and at this inettini? 
••'.r fnu'.ntcs state 

"1* \* t^r ^kifrmt for Pnrt SMti'rv h.iviTH: f»-<»n rr.ri\«d it u.is rto^rd 

*\ p. f |lM»'r« !•»»< «ri«if'dr** JiV H'c» Milnif* t'i«t t!r*j»*'i.rs .»'•! t»ir'i'»»f* 

r' t*'*" h»**'^ d'» pr«»«rr«I !•» Port St inlrv as \M.in aftrr ihr \* i.'rn at ihf 
» »r«t '«*n \^ r*r ♦♦ i\ ippotnt on p:<% ivrni of t|if .ifnotttit due" 

\t th«» turrtine of ic»ih ?une. iS^i, a letter was read from Hro 
*'a!! t» r W M rlert of \tiddlesex lodre \o »II, I K . reqnesti* ^ 
f* \x t! « oftM-cfN of No 2fW) wonhl y\<\X !^lrt ^tanlev for the p»irpose 
»' !•-♦;! *\* ir t* * tr '•♦••rer« It was residve<l to comply with thrir re 
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quest, and also " that a Lodge of Emergency be assembled at nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning to raise Bro. John Elliott and M. Bur- 
gess." 

Bro. James Daniell stood high in the esteem of the members of 
No. 209, and they had resolved to present him with a past master's 
jewel, but, being unable to find a suitable jewel in Canada, the minutes 
of 24th June, 1 85 1, state that 

"Bro. Abbott stated to the Lodge that in consequence of the com- 
mittee not having been enabled to procure a Past Master's Jewel in this coun- 
try, Bro. Herring, of the Grand Lodge of New York, advised him to write 
to Bro. Fowler, Deputy Grand Secretary at Dublin, through whom the con 
stitutional design could best be obtained, which communication he had sent 
and was expecting an answer by the next English mail/* 

At the meeting on St. John's day, 24th June, 1851, the lodge 
met, installed their officers and afterwards proceeded to Port Stanley 
for the purpose of constituting lodge No. 211. The minutes 
of No. 209 state " that the ceremony having been performed, the 
members with many visiting brethren proceeded in procession to 
the church at Port Stanley, after which the brethren dined together 
at the North American Hotel, and at six o'clock the brethren left for 
London and arrived after ten o'clock." 

At an emergent meeting held on the 2nd July, 1851, a communi- 
cation was read from Bro. Johnston Neilson, of Carleton Place, Can- 
ada West, requesting the recommendation of No. 209 to the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland to grant a warrant to be constituted * at that vil- 
lage of Carleton Place, called St. John's lodge." The petition for 
this lodge had already been endorsed by King Solomon's lodge, at 
Toronto, and now received the endorsation of No. 209. 

At the meeting of 14th October, 185 1, the secretary announced 
that the warrant for Ingersoll lodge, No. 226, had been received- From 
the minutes of the meeting held on 12th November it appears that 
there was considerable difference of opinion as to the ritual used hy 
the lodge, for at that meeting Bro. Francis proposed 

" that the ceremony of the third degree be in future conducted siriciiy in 
accordance with usage of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, as communicated 
through the Depy. Grand Sect, to the Sect, of this Lodge, and that it do 
commence this night on conferring the Sublime degree; after some discuss- 
sion the W. M. suggested the propriety of postponing that subject to a future 
meeting, when a majority declared in favor thereof." 

At the meeting of 27th December. 1851, Bro. Francis again ob- 
jected " to the qualification of Bro. J. M. Bennett as W. M., he being 
proprietor of the house in which this lodge meets." According to 
the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ireland the owner of a public- 
house, in which a Masonic lodge met, could not hold the position of 
W. M., and upon this the objection was based. Bro. Bennett, how- 
ever, explained that he was not the owner of the premises in which 
the lodge met, after which Bro. Francis expressed himself as satisfied 
and withdrew his objection. 

On the 3rd January, 1852, Bro. J. H. L. Askin was buried with 
Masonic honors, and on the 13th of the same month it was resolved 
that the lodge should visit Ingersoll for the purpose of instituting the 
new lodge in that place, in accordance with the reque*^t of the hreth- 
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ren. At the regular meeting of loth February, a letter from Bro. 
Francis, praying that the ceremony of installation at Ingersoll be in 
the form laid down by the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 
was read. There was a difference of opinion as to the ritual used in 
the ceremony at Port Stanley, and some of the brethren were anxious 
that ** in consequence of certain important omissions in the ceremony 
recently performed," a deputation of qualified past masters should 
again attend at Ingersoll, but a resolution was passed to the effect 
that " in the opinion of this lodge the lodge at Ingersoll is properly 
installed." At the same meeting it was arranged that an emergency 
should be held so as to secure one uniform system of working in con- 
formity with the regulations of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. There 
is no record, however, that any action was taken at the emergency, 
which was held on the loth March, 1852, but at the meeting of 27th 
.\pril the subject of establishing a uniform plan of work similar to 
that used by the Grand Lodge of Ireland was discussed, and it was 
resolved '* that the knocks as communicated to us by the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, relative to the several blue degrees shall be hence- 
forth adopted by this lodge and no other." 

There appears to have been some confusion in the minds of the 
members as to the proper mode of calling up the officers of the lodge 
for Bro. .\bbott moved, seconded by Bro. Stone: 

"That on the call to order by the knock of the W. M. each otVicer and 
nuinhcr present shall take their place in the Lodge, when it shall be the diitv 
of the Deacons (the Degree being signified by the particular knocks appti- 
tainin^ to the same) to receive from each Bro. present the password and grip. 
nn«J ill communicating the same to the W. M. the I^dge shall proceed to 
work in due form." 

.-\t the meeting of 25th May, 1852, there was read a conniumica- 
tion from the members of the " Sons of Temperance." requestinir the 
lod^e to turn out in procession with that body, but this the Iodide 
declined to do, stating, however, that members of the lodge beloncr- 
ing to the temperance societies would appear with them. The election 
of officers took place at this meeting. 

On the 24th June, 1852, the secretary read a coinniunication 
frnni Middlesex lodge. No. 211, Port Stanley, stating that the hrothron 
of the lodge could not be present on St. John's day with their brethren 
of 209, as arrangements had been made for the celebration of the day 
at Port Stanley. The lodge 

"then marched in procession to the Mechanics' Institute, where an nM- 
drrss was delivered by Bro., the Rev. M. Magill, the Lodge being clianged 
to the first or E. A. degree, after which a Lodge of refreshment was ealled 
hv the proper officers, when the Brethren met in the dininp-mom of the 
K"bJn«on House, where the delicacies of the sea.son were spread in proftisi«»i. 
t.. please the taste and satisfy the appetite, of which all present partook with 
plea*itire. and true masonic peace, love and harmony prevailed until ten 
o'clock, when the Brethren being called to Labor. a«;sembled in the l.oil.:e 
room, and having closed in due form separated with a pleasing prospect that 
our future meetings may be begun, continued and ended in the <ianie truly 
Masonic spirit" 

The brethren of No. 20Q had been invited to assist the brethren 
of Middlesex lod^e* No. 211, Port Stanley, in layinor the foundation 
nf the new county buildings at that place on the 13th inst. The invi- 
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tation was accepted, and the secretary was ordered to prepare a roll 
of the names and number of the lodge and its officers together with 
the names of every member who attended on that occasion, " to 
deposit the same in the stone." On the morningr of the visit, the 13th 
July, 1852, the lodge opened at seven o'clock, and the minutes state: 

" At eight o'clock the members assembled in their respective vehicles 
at the Robinson Hall, preceded by a six-horse coach conveying the band 
of the Royal Artillery, stationed here, and proceeded pursuant to resolu- 
tion of last meeting to St Thomas, where the usual ceremony of laying a 
corner stone was conducted by Bro. W. D. Hale, W. M. of Middlesex Lodge, 
211, in presence of a very numerous assembly of the craft from all quarters, 
and ava^t multitude of spectators, after which an appropriate address was 
delivered by the oiTiciating W. M., which was followed by several others 
from gentlemen of distinction; at four o'clock the Brethren assembled at Bro. 
Thomson's hotel at St. Thomas, where upwards of 70 sat for dinner and at 6 
o'clock separated, and this Lodge proceeded home, having arrived about 9 
o'clock proceeded to the Lodge Room." 

On the 20th August the brethren interred the body of the late 
Joseph Robinson with Masonic honors. After the meeting held on 
the 14th September, 1852, the lodge adjourned for refreshments to 
the hall of the Mechanics' Institute, when a " handsome Past Master's 
jewel, which had been imported from Ireland," was presented to W. 
Bro. James Daniell at a public service in the large hall of that building. 

At the meeting of 9th November, 1852, it was resolved to appoint 
a committee to consider the propriety of engaging rooms in the Royal 
Exchange building. An emergent meeting was held on the 12th of 
the same month to consider this matter. The proposal was that St. 
George's lodge should rent and occupy lodge rooms in the Royal Ex- 
change building. The committee reported against the proposal, but 
recommended that St. George's lodge be allowed to use the lodge 
room furniture of No. 209 free of all charge for one year, and that a 
joint stock company be formed, the shares to be £5 each. A sub- 
scription list for shares was then presented to the lodge. Already 
some thirty shares had been subscribed for and 67 additional shares 
were taken up by the members and 20 shares by the lodge. 

Bro. Daniell proposed, seconded by Bro. Moffat, that the Metho- 
dist ground, on Richmond street, be the site decided upon for the 
building, provided that the same could be purchased for £16. los. per 
foot, if a sufficient amount of stock be taken up to justify the outlay, 
and that Bros. Barker, Daniell, Bennett. Abbott, Wilson and Hyman 
be a committee to negotiate for the same. 

Another emergency was held on the i6th November, at which 
seven brethren were present, but " being unable to enter the lodge 
room, the key being absent, the lodge did not open, but resolved into 
a committee of the whole." Bro. Wilson, a member of the committee, 
reported regarding the lot on Richmond street that he had had an in- 
terview with the church trustees relative to the terms, which were 
£16 per foot, one-third down and the balance in two annual instal- 
ments for not less than 49 feet. It was resolved that, on account of 
sufficient stock not having been subscribed and the terms of the pay- 
ment being too short, the proposal be abandoned. A motion, how- 
ever, was made by Bro. Wilson to the effect that a committee be ap- 
pointed to call upon the warden of the county, to ascertain the terms, 
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upon which what was known as the Hughes property might be pur- 
chased for the lodge. At the meeting held on the 23rd November, 
1852, this committee reported, recommending " the purchase of a 
brick store on Dundas street from the County Council for the pur- 
pose of a lodge room, the price to be eight hundred pounds." The 
subject, however, was laid over until the next meeting. At this meet- 
ing the secretary read a letter from Bro. Kerr, of Hamilton, request- 
ing the attendance of the officers of No. 209, for the purpose of in- 
stalling the officers of the Irish lodge of that city, but the loflcr^ de- 
termined that, as the distance was great and the roads bad. 

"this lodge suggest the propriety of procuring olViccrs iruin Toronto ior 
the purpose of installation, but that in the event of such not hcini- prrKiirod 
Bro. McDowell or some other Past Master of this Lodge wouUl attend." 

On the 24th December, 1852, the lodge attended the funeral of 
the late Bro. Code. On the 27th of the same month the installation 
of officers for the ensuing year took place, Bro. J. M. Bennett occupy- 
ing the chair. The meeting had been called for noon. The W M. 
decided that the Royal Arch brethren were entitled to be present at 
the coming ceremony, together with the past masters of tin* lo<lge. 
This decision was given on the principle that a virtual pa^i nia.ster 
in the Royal Arch chapter had the same rights and ])n\iKiL:i^ a> an 
actual past master. Bro. Abbott, however, dissented from the deci- 
sion of the W. M. and asked permission to retire v>ith the otb.er niem- 
bers, having stated to the lodge that he knew the coufm- adopt im I to 
be unconstitutional. The W. M. appears to have had hi«; own way 
and the installation was proceeded with. 

At the meeting of nth January, 1853. it was resolved t^ v<le 
brate the St. John's festival of December by a ball, to he hcM on the 
9th February, for which the tickets were to be £1 each, and the breth- 
ren from the outlying lodges were to be invited. There is in« record 
that the ball ever took place. 

On St. John's day, the 24th June. 1853, the lodfjc liekl it- meeting 
at the lodge room in St. Thomas and installed the officers of lod.i:e 
No. 232, after which they proceeded to church, where they listened 
to an appropriate sermon from Bro. Street, after which th.e\ dined at 
Bro. Thompson's hotel and returned home in the evenin^r 

On the 9th August, 1853, another effort was made v* Mcuir a 
new lodge room, and a committee was appointed to confer with St. 
George's lodge for the purchase "of a lodge room, 30 ft. s«|unrt*. on 
Dundas street." On the ist November, at an emergent meetintr. this 
committee reported that they had communicated with the cnin^>nttee 
of St. George's lodge, relative to the purchase of this frroun<l. a! id a 
letter was read from W. Bro. Thomas Wilson, the W. M. of that lodge, 

"notifying this lodge that a committee of two \v.i> .ipjuMntcil 1»\ St 
George's lodge and requesting this lodge to appoint Iwu to art .^< a Uo.ird 
of Trustee^;, said four members when appointed to nomin.Ui- .1 tVib.. .iiivl pro 
posing shares to be taken at £10 each." 

.At the meeting of the 8th November the matter was ac:ain di5- 
ctissed and the re[)ort of the building committee considerrd. but no 
further action was taken, as the committee of St. George's lodge was 
not present. On the agth of the same month a connnunication was 
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read from King Solomon's lodge No. 22, Toronto, embodying resolu- 
tions of that lodge to convene a meeting at Hamilton on the 24th, for 
the purpose of forming an independent Grand Lodge for Canada. W. 
Bro. James Daniell was nominated and appointed a delegate to repre- 
sent the lodge at this Masonic Convention. The subject of petition- 
ing the Grand Lodge to appoint a Provincial Grand Lodge in Can- 
ada was also discussed, but, as this was to be the principal topic of 
discussion at the proposed convention, Bro. Daniell said that, in that 
event " no positive action will be taken by the convention in relation 
thereto, without the sanction of the several lodges represented." 

This was followed by a motion of Bro. Abbott to the effect that 
in " the opinion of this lodge it is not expedient to establish a Grand 
Lodge in Canada, whereby a separation from the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland would be the inevitable result." This motion was lost. At 
the meeting of 13th December, 1853, a report of the committee of the 
Masonic Convention at Hamilton was received and read. 

In February of 1854 the lodge decided that as one of the orphan 
children of Bro. Hamilton, who died some years previously had been 
neglected and not properly clothed or schooled, the child should be 
removed from the person in whose care she had been placed, and two 
pounds be granted for her benefit. 

On the 13th June, 1854, it was decided to celebrate St. John's 
day in conjunction with St. George's lodge, by a dinner at the Royal 
Exchange, and again on the 27th December, 1854, No. 209 joined 
their brethren of St. George's lodge in celebrating the festival of St. 
John, the Evangelist. 

The minutes of this period are brief and unsigned. The lodge 
was occupied principally with degree work. On the 27th March, 
1855, a proposal to subscribe to the '* Patriotic Fund " was considered, 
and at the following meeting on the loth April, 1855, the sum of £25 
was granted for that purpose. 

At this meeting the committee in connection with the formation 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada reported, whereupon it was resolved 
that No. 209 should be represented at the next meeting of the con- 
vention by three delegates, and at the meeting of 13th April it was 
resolved that the expenses of these three delegates should be paid 
from the funds of the lodge. 

At the meeting of 8th May, 1855, i^ ^vas proposed by Bro. Mc- 
Mullen, seconded by Bro. Allen, that the master and wardens of the 
lodge proceed to Hamilton as delegates to the Convention, and that 
as many P.M.'s as could attend should be requested to accompany 
the brethren named, and that *' such delegates be instructed to vote 
in the affirmative on the third proposition, viz.: that we declare our- 
selves independent and form a Grand Lodge of Canada." 

On the loth July, 1855, the W. M.. S': \V. and W. Bro. Abbott, 
P. M., were constituted delegates to attend the Masonic Convention 
to be held at Niagara on the 19th of the month. The Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West was meeting at Niagara, and it was 
after the action of the Provincial Grand Lodge that the Convention, 
which led to the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada, was de- 
cided upon. 

At the meeting of gth October. 1855. it was the unanimous desire 
of St. John's lodge to be represented at the Masonic Convention to 
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be held at Hamilton ** on to-morrow, with a view of adopting all con- 
stitutional means which may tend to the establishment of a Grand 
Lodge for the united provinces of Canada." It was further resolved 
that " Bros. Daniell, Moffatt and Abbott be authorized to represent 
this lodge as delegates to the Masonic Convention at Hamilton to- 
morrow." 

On the 13th November, 1855, ^^ '^^ regular meeting, the com- 
mittee appointed to attend the Convention at Hamilton reported to 
the effect that they had affiliated with the newly formed Grand Lodge of 
Canada. It was then moved by Bro. Daniell, seconded by Bro. Dunn, 
that a committee of three be appointed by the W. M. to draft resolu- 
tions to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, notifying that Grand Lodge 
that St. John's lodge. 2C^, had ceased to work under their jurisdic- 
tion. It was further resolved that a statement of all dues which should 
belong to the Grand Lodge of Ireland be made out, and the amount 
of same transmitted. At the meeting of 27th November. 1855, it was 
resolved j 

" That this lodge, feeling the great necessity for having in Canada an j 

independent Masonic Grand Lodge, through which business will be speedily j 

and satisfactorily transacted, approve of the establishment of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, and hereby pledges itself to use every exertion to aid the brethren 
connected with it in maintaining the position they have assumed, feeling th.it 
they have acted constitutionally, and are actuated only by a desire of bene- 
fitting the fraternity." 

It was also resolved that the Grand Lodge of Ireland be served 
with a notice '* that this lodge has ceased to work under their juris- 
diction, and that a copy of the foregoing resolution be without delay 
forwarded to the Grand Lodge of Ireland." It was also moved and 
seconded that 

"The Brethren of this Ltxli^t.'. liaviii^i li;irniniiic)usly worked nt mnny 
years under the warrant grantrd by the (irand Lixi^e of Ireland. wiMild feel 
very much on parting with it. the more partirnlarly as it will tend from time 
to time to remind them of the many ditTiculties the noble Masonic pumccrs 
of this Western Canada, many ot which being now no more, had to contend 
with in permanently establishini; Masonry in London. Therefore, be it re- 
solved that the Grand Lodge of Ireland be respectfully reciuc^^ted to pcrmtt 
the warrant to remain among i;n to be kept in the Lodge. Carried " 

In order to show that there was no unfriendly feeling on the part 
of the membership, it was also moved and seconded, 

' That the determination of this Lodge to withdraw from its connection 
\\ith the Grand Lodge of Ireland has not arisen from any unfriendlv ieehnt:. 
but solely from a knowledge of the fact that without the establishment ot an 
independent Grand Lodge in Canada, the usefulness of the order, which all 
good Masons desire, will in this province be materially dimini-^luMl and its 
progress very much retarded." 

At the meeting of nth December, 1855, it was decided to send 
the sum of £12 to the Grand Lodge of Canada for the purchase of 
new regalia. At the meeting of r8th February, 1856, the secretary 
was directed to communicate to the Grand Secretary of Canada that 
the dispensation had been received. This was the dispensation from 
the newly organized Grand Lodge, and on its receipt the lo(l<:e. \o. 
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209, on the registry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland ceased to exist and 
assumed the No. 14 issued by the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The further history of this lodge will be found in that portion 
devoted to the lodges forming the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Members of St. John's Lodge, No. 209, G.R.L, London, 1842-55. 

1842. — (a.) Jas. McFadden, Samuel Peters, W.M., Andrew McCormick, 
Jeremiah H. Joyce, S.W., Wm. Gunn, J.W., Jas. Farley, Sec'y, A. S. Armstrong. 
Trcas., George Code, S.D., Fred. Cleverly, J.D., Hy. Groves, Hugh Falconer. 
Jas. McFadden, Hugh Block, Jno. McDowcl, Jas. McDowcl, David Coombs. 
Wm. Balkwell, Jno. Norval, Wm. Lee, Jacob Sinclair, I. N. Baker, Tho«. 
Fraser, Jno. Balkwill, Thos. Keirr, Jno. H. L. Askin, Robt. Abernathy, Wm. 
Till, Geo. James Lee, Jno. Mabson, Geo. Heyworth Hackstaff, Adam J. Ste- 
phens. Wm. Gordon. 1843. — ^Wm. Jones Geary, Peter Gaudy, N. Harvy, (a.) 
John Brown, Samuel Robbins, Jno. N. Hardy, Jno. Keary, (a.) — . Tankerd. 
(a.) — . Gilbert, (a.) Wm. Gray, (a.) Jno. Geary, Jno. Keary, (a.) Hy Van 
Buskirk, (a) Peter Lesham, (a.) Allen Cameron, Wm. V. Griffiths. 1844-— 
Wm. Fry, (a.) E. E. Dunscombe, James Bell Lundy, (a.) Thos, Gridley, Wilson 
Mills. Edw. N. Sayers, Jno. Gray, Wm. Clendenning, Dr. Jno. T. Leavers. 
W. H. Abbott, Duncan McKenzie, Herbert A. L. Dixon, James Crawford. 
Arch- Keir, H. G. A. Allen, W. R. McDonald, S. J. Evans. Robt. Carfrac. 
J. W. B. Rivers, D. Watson, D. Rattle, R. W. Traviss, (a.) Joshua Putnatn. 
(a.) P. Schram. 1845— S. T. Probett, Jas. Young, Wm. Riley, Robt. Mack 
(a.) Jas. Daniell, Patrick Feeny, Jacob L. Clear, Donald McKenzie, — . Gains, 
(a.) — . Drake, Francis Stanley, Coote Stanley, (a.) — . Poitc, (a.) — . Robb 
1846. — Patrick Kennedy, Jno. H. Allinson, Thos. Christie, Hy. Alex. Danby. 
Wm. Moore, Wm. Scott. 1847. — Geo. Gowanlock, F. W. Reid, Jas. William- 
son, (a.) Jno. Ward, (a.) J. Watson, Chas. Bruce Hewitt. i848.-7Thos. Powell. 
Thos. Francis, Wm. Patterson. 1849. — ^James Greenfield, "Wm. Hoskin, Samuel 
Levi, Geo. W. Harper, Joseph Robinson, James Marcu$ Bennett, Jno. Furs- 
man, Jos. F. Rolfe, Jno. Nellis, Thos. Scatcherd, Jno. Matthews, Thos. Has 
kett, Daniel Lester, Edw. Matthews, James Elliott, E. J. Parke, (a.) Dudley 
Merrills, (a.) Wm. McMillan, Wm. Miles, Jno. Wm. Kerr, (a.) Jfoel P. Doan. 
Daniel Sterling, Wm. Barker, S. W. Adams, Alex. Campbell, Samuel P. Aycrs. 
(a.) Jas. Moffat. 1850.— J. C. Crysler, A. G. Smyth, (a.) Wm. D. Hall, David J 
Hughes, Hy. B. Bostwick, (a.) Thos. Darling, (a.) Daniel Murphy, Jno. Camp- 
bell, John H. Davison, J. Henderson, J. T. Bald, Murdock McKenzie, Wm 
Thos. Kiely, (a.) Rd. J. Evans, (a.) Wm. J. Geary, Jas. Patrick Dunn, EIH^ 
W. Hyam, A. C. Stone, Joseph R. Bostwick, James Beard, (a.) John Fred 
Lempright, Francis Magill, John Elliott. 1851. — Mack Burgess, David B. Burch. 
(a.) — . Westcott, Wm. John Harper, Thos. Allen, Chas. Fralick, Herman 
Kordes, (a.) John Stewart, Merrill S. Ayers. 1852. — Peter Wychoff, Thos 
McDonagh. Hugh McFec, W. B. Leather, Chas. P. Burch. 1853. — ^Jamcs 
Burgess. Wm. Daniell, F. B. Bcddomc, Wm. Hy. Niles, Thos. H. Ball, John 
Siddons, Edw. James Patterson, John Wesley Kermatt, John Phillips. Geo 
Hy. Dalrymple, John McLean Warren, J. M. Graham. 1854. — ^Jno. W. Kerr, 
(a) Jno. Keary, Wm. Hy. Job, (a.) — . Barnard, Jas. Hill Rowan. Robt. Wil- 
son, (a.) Angus Fraser, Moses Pettingale, John D. Tripp, (a.) Jno. Cameron. 
R. B. Recaby. Edw. Garrett, Alex. Johnston, Duncan McG. Askin. 1855.— 
(a.) S. W. Ezikiel. James McFadden, Murray Anderson, Geo. Bunker. Geo 
W. Ashton. E. Gillett, Chas. F. Armstrong. Daniel Graves, F B. Cornish 
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ROLL OF OFFICERS OF ST. JOHN'S LODGE, No. 309. G.R.I., LONDON. 1842.55. 



Year. 



184a. 

1843 
1844. 

1845 
1846. 

1B47. 
1848. 

1849. 

1850 

1851. 

1851 

1852. 

i8";;2. 

i8'53. 

»853- 
i8>4. 

i8«;4. 

1855. 



W.M. 




5>am'l Peters 

Sam*! Pcicrs. 
Hueh Falconer 
Joshua Putnam. 
Hugh Falconer. 
Huf^h Falconer. 
A. S. Abbott . . . 
James Daniell.. , 
(' B, Hewitt . 
J.imes Daniell.. 
Wro. Moore. . . . 
J. VI. Bennett. 

J F Rolfe 

James Daniell.. 
James Daniell.. 
James Daniell . 
James Daniell.. 
S. P. Ayres 



Jer. H. Joyce 

Jer H. Jovce. .. 
John McI>owel, . 

John Norval 

H. G. A. Allen . 
H G. A Allen 
Robl Abern«thy 
Don McKenzic.. 

Wm Moore 

D. J. Hughes... 

Thos. Francis 

I. F. kolfc ... 
K. W. Hyman. .. 
Wm. J. Harper 

S P. Avers 

M Htirjfess .... 
las. Moffat.. . . 
las. MoffAt 



Wm Gunn 

Wm (junn 

Wm. I^e 

R. Richardson. . . 

John Gray 

John (irav .... 
I>on. McKenz.ie . 
Wm .Moore .... 
Thos. Trancis . . . 
las. M Dennett.. 

I. V Kolfe 

K. W, Hvman. . . 
Wm. J. Har{)cr. , 

IS P .Avres 

[(* W, Ha'i^er. ,. 

'J as Motfai 

John Christie. . . 
Ino, I. .McKcn/ie 



Wilson Mills.. 



MathewMcGill. 
Mathew McGill 
MathewMcGill 
MathewMcGill. 
lames Daniell.. , 
MathewMcGill 

M. .McGill 

M. .McGill. .. 



Year. 



184a 

1843 

1844 

1845 
1846 

1847. 

1848 

1848 

1850. 

i8";;i . 

1851 

185a 

l8s2 

1853 

l8^3. 

1854 

i8>4 
1855 




las. Farley 

John NorvaL 

Alex. Cjordon. . . . 
Thos. Gidley . . . . 
Dun. McKenzie. 
Dun. McKenzie 

llios. (Jidlcy 

I hos Gidlcy . . . 

A. S. Abbott 

A. S. Abbott... 

A. S, Abbott 

A. S. Abbott 

A. S. Abbott . . . 
A. S. Abbott . . . 
A. S. Abbott . . . 
'A. S. Abbott . 
A. S. Abbott . , 
A. S. Abbott . . 



S.D. 



l.l>. 



Geo. Code 

(ico. Code . . 
David Coomb* 
David Coombs 
E. U. Sayers. . 
E. U. Sayers. . 



'I-retl. Cleverly 
jKrfd. Cleverly. 
1 1 IS. (iaiidy 

\i. I'. SaMTs. 
j.s. r. I'rolwtl. 

S 1. I'robetl 



W. Till 

G. W. Harper. 
Dan. Lester — 
J. M. Bennett.. 
M Burgess . . . 

J as. Moffat 

G W Harper. 
P. W>ckoff . 
Jno. Chn.stie.. 
S. P. Ayres. . . 
T. McDonogh. 



tThos. I' ran lis.. . . 

' fohn .Wiles 

JA. G. Smyth... 

jk. I. Evans 

iW. I Harper... 

ID. Lesier 

! I hos. Scatcherd, 
IW. B. Leather . 
;W. B Leather 
ilohn Siddons. . . . 
lino. W. Ktrr... 

r 



D. O'Reilly 
D. O'Reillv 



J as. Moffat. 



lohn Chribiie 



John Christie. 



Treas. 



A. S. Armstrong 
A. S. Armstrong 
John Brown.. . . 
John Brown.. . . 
A. & Abbott . . 
A. S. Abbott. . . 
Wm. Gordon. . 
Wm. Ck>rdon . . 
Wm. Gordon. . 
K. W. Hyman. 
K. W. Hyman. 

A. C. Stone 

Thos. Allen.. . . 

Thos. Allen 

1 hos. Allen 

*lhos. Allen 

Thos. Allen... . 
Thos. Allen .... 




Tyler. 



Jacob I>eClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob I^Clcar. 
W V. (inftiths. 
Jacob Le( lear. 

l^C lear. 

Le< lear. 

Le< lear. 

LeClear. 

l^Clear. 

LeClear. 

LeClear. 

Le< le.ir. 

I>eClear. 
j Jacob I^eClear. 
Jacob l^edear. 
T. F.McMullen. 
Jno. K*ary. 



I a rob 
Jacob 
Jacob 
I Jacob 
jlacob 
I Jacob 
Jacob 
'Jacob 
Jacob 



CH.APTF^R XCI. 

Lodge, No. 211, Grand Registry of Ireland, at Port Stanley, 
Township of Yarmouth, Cot^nty of Elgin, 1851-8. 

Port Stanley is a town at the mouth of Kettle Creek, in the town- 
ship of Yarmouth, county of Elcrin. The creek runs into Lake Erie. 
The town is nine miles south of St. Thomas. 

There is but little trace of the work of this \odge. It was war- 
ranted by the Grand Lodpre of Ireland on the 3rd October, 1851. with 
William Dundas Hale as WM., David Thompson. S.W.. and Henry 
B. Bostwick. J.W. 



r 
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The lodge surrendered its warrant on the 12th June, 1858, and 
a dispensation was granted by M. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson for the 
Grand Lodge of Canada in July, 1858, for a new lodge to be known as 
St. Mark's lodge. This lodge was represented at the third annual 
communication of the Grand Lodge at Toronto by Bro. T. Wilson. 
The Grand Secretary's account shows the issue of a warrant in 1858 
to St. Mark's lodge, No. 53, as the successor of No. 211. 

The membership of the new lodge was that of No. 211, and its 
work will be found in the chapter devoted to the history of the separ- 
ate lodges of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 



CHAPTER XCn. 

King Solomon's Lodge, No. 222, Grand Registry of Ireland, 
City of Toronto, County of York, 1847-55. 

One has to retrace one's steps on the Masonic roadway when 
attempting to write the history of a lodge that, without giving it undue 
prominence, is entitled to the credit of making the first move towards 
the autonomy of the Craft in the jurisdiction of Canada West and 
Canada East. Previous to 1841 the provinces were known as Upper 
and Lower Canada respectively. 

Two other lodges of Irish obedience, viz.: St John's, No. 209, 
London ( 1841). and St. John's, No. 159, at L'Orignal, Canada West 
(1844). were warranted by Ireland prior to the formation of King 
Solomon's, No. 222, in 1847. So that the Irish lodge at Toronto was 
the third on the roll of a list of lodges, nearly all of which, more or 
less, did their share in bringing the Craft in Canada from the obscurity 
which all the lodges of the jurisdiction occupied as organizations 
under the control of sovereign bodies three thousand miles distant. 

In 1845 there was a period of unusual Masonic activity in To- 
ronto. The third Provincial Grand Lodge under England had been 
formed in August at Hamilton. The two Irish lodges at London and 
L'Orignal had not taken any part in its formation, but were quietly 
awaiting the turn of events, which might possibly eventuate in the 
formation of an independent organization for the jurisdiction. They 
all had vivid recollections of the work of R. W. Bro. Charles Dun- 
combe in 1836 at London, when an attempt was made to form an 
independent Grand Lodge. 

There were in Toronto in 1840-50 a large number of north of 
Ireland Craftsmen, many of whom had migrated from the old land 
between 1842-45. Prominent amongst these was W. Bro. William 
Cassidv. a past master of Union lodge. No. 105, at Tandragee, a 
small Irish town of twelve hundred population, situated in the county 
of Armagh, and three miles south-west of Gilford. Bro. Cassidv was 
a civic official, and one of the officers of the county gaol at Toronto. 
He was a tvpical Irishman and possessed all the energ>' and social 
characteristics of the brethren of the green isle. In his private life 



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 619 

he was a careful and prudent man, a good citizen and popular with 
all who knew him. 

The question of establishing a lodge in Toronto under the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland had been discussed for months in i845» Th^ 
brethren who had determined to take part in the proposed lodge were 
unaffiliated Masons. They had visited many of the lodges of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge under England, but had not gone so far as to 
cast in their lot with the brethren who held fealty to the Grand Lodge 
of England. 

Accordingly, they revived the memories of many a St. John's 
day in Ireland by assembling in an informal manner at the Tyrone 
Inn on Queen street west, opposite Sayer, now Chestnut street, To- 
ronto. This house was kept by John Trueman, another. Irish brother 
who was anxious to see the new lodge organized. There were six 
present at this meeting, viz.: Bros. John Trueman, Richard Breth- 
weight, David Hopkins, Robert Moore, John McLaughlin, and Wil- 
liam Cassidy. The latter presided. He spoke of the desire of the 
brethren from Ireland for a lodge, and said that if all were agreeable 
a petition could be drawn up and sent to the Grand Lodge at Dublin, 
and that he had no doubt a favorable reply would be received. 

With a view, however, of securing a large attendance, it was 
determined to postpone definite action, and the meeting was accord- 
ingly adjourned until a later date. In the latter part of January of 
the year 1846 the adjourned meeting was held at the Tyrone Inn. and 
at this meeting Bros. Trueman, Hopkins. Brethweip^ht, Moore and 
McLaughlin were present. It was determined to apply for a warrant 
from the Provincial Grand Lodge of England in Toronto, and if that 
request were unsuccessful then to make application to Ireland. 

Bros. Trueman, Hopkins and William Cassidy were elected a 
deputation to wait upon V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, the Grand 
Secretary of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West under Eng- 
land. Bro. Richardson was duly notified, and, at an hour appointed, 
received the deputation at his place of business, on the south side 
of King street east, a few doors east of Yonge street. Bro. Cassidy, 
on the part of the deputation, informed Bro. Richardson that they 
came as a deputation from a number of Freemasons in Toronto. 
who had been under the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and who were de- 
siirii<; of obtaining a warrant to hold another Craft lod^e in Toronto, 
and that as he, Bro. Richardson, was Provincial Grand Secretary, 
the delegation wished to know whether, if a petition were presented 
in due form, he would sanction the request, and recommend the same 
to the Provincial Grand Master. 

Bro. Richardson listened to the request, and stated that he would 
have to decline to recommend the issue of the dispensation, for the 
rea«on that the lodges then in existence in Toronto were sufFlrient 
for \Ta sonic purposes. 

The brethren were not disheartened by this refusal, and arrange- 
ments were made for a third meetingf of the Irish brethren for the sec- 
ond Thursday in February, 1846. which also took place at the Tyrone 
Inn The delegation reported the result of the conference with the 
Provincial Grand Secretary*. His refusal was discussed, and as the 
brethren felt that no effort in that direction would bo succes<;ful. they 
resolved to prepare a petition to the Grand T-odge of Ireland, pravinsf 
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for a warrant to empower the petitioners to meet as a regular lodge, 
to be named King Solomon's lodge of Toronto. When the petition 
was drafted each brother produced his certificate, and, as the memo- 
randa of the meeting state: 

" Wc examined each other and found all correct and in good standing 
and regularly registered Master Masons in the Grand Lodge books as our 
certificates show. I vouch for them all. As we had the prosperity of the 
Craft at heart we were willing to use our best endeavours to promote and 
diffuse the true principles of Masonry." 

Another reason for the proposed lodge was that political feeling 
in Toronto ran rather high at this period, and as Bro. Cassidy said, in 
some of the Toronto lodges men, " whose characters stand unsullied, 
and who were qualified in every other particular to be initiated in 
any Masonic lodge were rejected for their political principles." 

A draft petition was then signed by Bro. John Trueman, who 
was to be the W. M.; Andrew Brethweight, S.W.; David Hopkins, 
J.W., and Bro. William Cassidy, secretary, with John McLean, James 
Kennedy and Andrew McElrea, three Master Masons, seven in all. 
The petition was then forwarded to Ireland, to the care of Bro. Hiram 
Cassidy, a brother of William Cassidy, and then the master of lodge 
No. 105, at Tandragee. A request was made that the petition be re- 
commended by the brethren of that lodge, and also that lodges Nos. 
79 and 82 be asked to attach the seal of their respective lodges, the 
petition then to be forwarded to the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland in Dublin. During the summer of 1846 the peti- 
tion passed through the hands of the lodge at Tandragee, was duly 
endorsed, and in July of that year sent to Dublin, and on the 8th Sep- 
tember, 1846, a letter was received from Bro. George Rankin, the 
Assistant Deputy Grand Secretary of Ireland, stating that the peti- 
tion of the brethren at Toronto had been laid before the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, that the prayer of the petition had been granted, and that 
a warrant, No. 222, was ordered to be issued on the receipt of £7 ster- 
ling. Bro. Rankin's letter, which was dated August isth, 1846. wa$ 

as follows : 

Masonic Office, 
Commercial Build'g, Dublin. 

Aug. 15th, 1846. 

Sir and Brother: I beg to inform you that the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
has ordered the warrant you applied for to be ifsued, to hold a Lodge of 
Freemasons in Toronto, Canada West. You will, therefore, please remit the 
sum of Seven pounds sterling, the cost of the warrant, including the Book of 
Constitutions, and the Warrant shall be forwarded to you. The earliest No. 
we have at disposal is 222, all the numbers senior to it having been taken in 
consequence of the great revival which has recently taken place in Masonry in 
this country, and the consequent great number of new Warrants which have 
been lately ifsued. We have 3 lodges at present working in Canada West. 
viz: No. 159. Hawkesbury; 209. London, and 283. Kingston, besides several 
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. When you write let me know by what 
means I shall convey to you the Book of Constitutions, as it would be ver>' 
expensive to send it by post. 

I am, Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

for John Fowler. 
Mr. Wm. Cassidy, Geo. Rankin. 

Toronto. O G. Sec'y. 
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W ViUi). Wm. Cassidv, First W. M. of King Solomd: 

No. 222, I. R. 

The brethren immediately remitted the £y required, 
not imtil ilie 3rd February, 1847, that the document was 
and. therefore, it did not reach Toronto until 25th March, 
letter accompanying the warrant was as follows: 

Freemasons' ll^ill. 

Dublin, Fihy 
Sit A Broilicr: I received yours of X.lh October last encUXi 
}iii:^:\ pipiiiirl?, .ind have now the plr.isurc to send you the W.irr. 
I'liTcllK-r with a copy of the Laws contained in the Ahini.in Re/: 
laws made since that book was piibliilicd you will find in Ilie Ci^ 
! have enclosed. As you have been Master of a Lodge you. 01 
act at one on the occasion of inst.illing the Masters & OiikiT- 
be necff-ijry for you to get the afsiMance of a more Masters or I 
if poitiMe. & I think you can have nn dilTiciiIfy in procurinc th 
■= in EnRhfh Lodpe in Toronto whose members I have no 
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afsist you. Wc have a lodge in Kingston, No. 283, but I suppose it is too 
great a distance to expect any of its qualified members would come to you. 
I shall send the Ahiman Rezon as you directed. 

Yours faithfully, 

for John Fowler. 

D. G. S. 
Geo. Rankin. 
Mr. Wm. Cafsidy. 
Toronto. 

The lodge had arranged to rent three rooms in Bro. John True- 
man's inn. The floor plan shows the location of these rooms. The 
engraving shows the building as it stood from 1847 to 1880. The 
lodge room was fitted up with plain but substantial furniture, and 
on the second Thursday in April, 1847, ^ preliminary meeting was 
held, at which were produced the warrant, letters and circulars from 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and arrangements were made to provide 
jewels for the lodge, working tools and other equipments in connec- 
tion with the work. It was also decided to invite a number of the 
past masters of St. Andrew's lodge to assist in the installation of the 
worshipful master and the constitution of the lodge on the 24th June, 

1847. 

This meeting was held on the festival of St. John the Baptist, 

and a deputation from St. Andrew's lodge, consisting of W. Bros. 

Robt. McClure, Donald McLean, Thos. Forsyth and Bro. Muirfield, 

was present to instal the officers and assist in the ceremonies of the 

day. Bro. John Trueman, whose name had been signed to the 

original petition, was not installed W. M., from the fact that the rules 

of the Grand Lodge of Ireland disqualified any brother who kept a 

hotel or inn where a Masonic lodge met, from holding the office of 

master as long as the lodge met in his house. Bro. Brethweight, the 

brother who had been named as S. W., died before the arrival of the 

warrant, so that it was necessary, there and then, to nominate a new 

master, and the meeting being organized, it was " resolved that W. Bro, 

William Cassidy be elected master of this lodge." This having been 

done, Bro. Robt. McClure, assisted by the three Past Masters of St. 

Andrew's, installed W. Bro. Cassidy, with David Hopkins as S. W.; 

James Kennedy, as J. W.; John Trueman, as Treasurer; Solomon 

Cassidy, as Acting-Secretary; Robt. Moore, as S. D.: Andrew Mc- 

Elrea, as J. D.; William Leonard, as I. G., and John McLaughlin as 

Tyler. The only business transacted was the receipt of petitions for 

affiliation from Bro. Solomon Cassidy, Wm. Leonard and James 

Forsyth. 

It will be noticed that Bro. William Leonard became the inner 
guard of the lodge before he affiliated. 

The second Thursday in July. 1847, saw the second meeting of 
King Solomon's lodge. The brethren who had been proposed for 
affiliation were accepted, and the petition of Mr. Thomas Armstrong, 
merchant, of Yonge street, Toronto, was read and accepted. Bro. 
Armstrong was initiated in August, received his F. C. degree in Sep- 
tember, the sublime degree of a Master Mason in October, and was 
elected senior warden in the place of Bro. Hopkins, resigTied, and in 
June of 1848 Bro. Armstrong was duly elected and installed as the 
second master of the lodge. 
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The third master of the lodge was W, Bro, Thomas Paul, who 
was installed on St. John's day, 1849, and who held the office for one 
year. 

During this period it was resolved to remove the lodge from the 
Tyrone Inn. and to become co-tenants of the room occupied b> Ionic 




lodge in the upper floor of the building on King street east, known 
as the Wellington Duildings, and nnmbercd 55 King street east (1856), 
owned by Messrs. Dixon & Son, hardware ntcrchants. It is now 
70-72 King street east. Toronto. 

During the year 1850 the nicciing:; of the lo<ls:o were well at- 
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Ground Plan, Tyrone Inn, No. 121 Queen St. West, Toronto. 

tended. On the nth April, 1850, W. Bro. Kivas TuUy was proposed 
for affiliation, and on the 29th May he was duly accepted, and on the 
13th June, 1850, he was elected master of the lodge by unanimous 
ballot. W. Bro. Tully had been master of Ionic lodge, and it was 
thought that the lodge would prosper under the guidance of such an 
experienced past master. 

At the meeting on St. John's day, in June, 1850, Bro. Charles 
Fitzgibbon, a son of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master of 1822-45, 
affiliated with the lodge. The ceremony of installation of W. Bro. 
Tully was performed by V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, who, 
during his active Masonic life, was an accurate and impressive Craft 
worker. Bro. Charles Fitzgibbon was elected secretary for the year, 
with Bro. George L. Allen as S. W., William Cassidy as J. W,. and 
John Carr as treasurer. 

Civic celebrations do not nowadays interfere with the govern- 
ment or meeting of Masonic lodges, but on August 10th, 1850, the 
minutes state that 
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** In consequence of the visit of the Mayor and Corporation of the City 
of Buffalo and other citizens of the said city, the W. M. was pleased to ad- 
journ the regular meeting until a future day." 

In December, 1850, suitable collars and regalia were procured 
for the officers of the lodge. In February of 1851 it was ordered that 
a box be made for the banner and jewels, and the '' same committee 
was ordered to provide fringe for the banner." This memorial of the 
lodge is still in its possession, and of it is given a good reproduction. 

The tyler of the lodge rendered himself Hable for discipline at 
this meeting, for '* a complaint having been laid against him for neg- 
lect of the room, he was called in by the W. M. and reprimanded." 
The brethren had no hesitation whatever in seeing that every officer 
performed his duty. 

In March of 185 1 it was determined to form a committee for the 
purpose of looking after applicants for relief, a feature which has al- 
ways been predominant in King Solomon's lodge. On the 12th June, 
the secretary was directed to write to the Deputy Grand Secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland asking for a dispensation to hold pro- 
cessions and to sanction an excursion to Manchester, N.Y., to cele- 
brate the festival of St. John. This request must have been made on 
the principle that it would certainly be granted, because the excursion 
took place, and the brethren were royally entertained by Frontier 
lodge of Lewiston. 

Bro. Kivas Tully, who had been re-elected W. M., was instated 
by R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington. There was nothing remarkable in 
the history of the lodge in 1851. Many were initiated and a number 
affiliated. The attendance averaged from fifteen to twenty, and on 
festival days a large number of visiting brethren were present. In 
the autumn of that year a railroad celebration took place at Boston, 
at which a large number of the Craft from Montreal and Toronto were 
present. The brethren of Toronto, especially those of King Solomon's 
lodge, were so pleased that they passed a resolution of thanks, and 
forwarded a copy thereof, to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for 
the fraternal reception tendered to the brethren during the period of 
this celebration. 

On the 6th November, 1851, the by-laws were revised and amend- 
<*d, and these were subsequently confirmed at a regular communica- 
tion on the 13th of the same month. The minute book of the period 
*ihows that twenty-eight members signed these by-laws. Of these 
.M. W. Bro. Kivas Tully and W. Bro. Thomas Armstrong are the 
only remaining. The last signature is that of the late M. W. Bro. 
Daniel Spr\'. 

The festival of St. John, the Evangelist, was always an important 
event with the mcmlKTs of King Solomon's lodge, and the anniver- 
sary in 185 1 was celebrated hv about twenty-five brethren at a dinner, 
which took place at *' Bro. (lilbert*s on King street." 

That the reunion was a successful one is attested by the minutes. 
which state: 

"The eatables and viands bavlnp been done ample justice to, the u^nal 
Masonic toasts were uivcn with the usual honors." 

Tlie first record of a funeral in connection with the lodge is given 
on the 13th May, 1852, when the lodge followed to the grave the 
40a 
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remains of Bro. Leslie, whose name, however, does not appear upon 

the roll of members. This brother had resided on Teraulay street. 

The procedure in connection with funerals was then somewhat 
different from what it is today. On this occasion the lodge was Open- 
ed in the three degrees, and after the funeral the members return- 
ed to the lodge room, when, the lodge being closed, they were 



The first objection to the excessive fees charged by the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland to its subordinate lodges is recorded in 1853. The 




Banner of King Solomon's Lodge, No, 222. on teie Irish 
Register. Toronto. 1847. 
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action wiiich led to this correspondence was the remission to Ireland 
of the annual return of the members of No. 222. In the letter sent 
with the return the master and secretary apologized for not having 
sent the return regularly, stating that circumstances prevented an ex- 
planation of apparent neglect. They also called the particular attention 
of the mother Grand Lodge to the amount of dues forwarded, and 
claimed that, as the money collected was in Halifax currency, the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland should be content to receive it in that cur- 
rency and not in sterling. They closed by asking the kind considera- 
tion of the Grand Lodge to the fact that King Solomon's was a colonial 
lodge; that they could not collect the scale of charges laid down by 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and that, therefore, under the circum- 
stances, they hoped that the difference between currency and sterling 
would be remitted to the lodge. 

While this did not pomt directly to the formation of an inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge, even at this time there was a feeling that the 
lodges in Canada would not long continue to pay the heavy fees fixed 
by the mother Grand Lodge. 

The meetings during 1853 were very frequent, three or four some- 
times taking place in a month. In June, negotiations were carried on 
between a joint committee of St. Andrew's and King Solomon's lodges 
for the purpose of arranging for tne leasing of lodge rooms conjointly. 
rooms that would be more suitable for Masonic purposes than those 
which these two lodges were at that time occupying. After consider- 
able deliberation it was agreed to rent the upper floor in the brick build- 
ing on the north-west corner of Church and Court streets. This build- 
ing was subsequently occupied by the British America Assurance Com- 
pany. The upper floor, referred to, had been occupied by an orc:an- 
ization of Oddfellows as a meeting-place, and for lodge purposes 
therefore, was considered very comfortable. W. Bro. F. W. Barron. 
W.M., acted on behalf of St. Andrew's lodge, and W. Bro. Kivas 
Tully, W.M., on behalf of King Solomon's lodge, and it was airrecd 
that as St. Andrew's lodge possessed furniture suitable for the room, 
only one-third of the whole rent should be paid by that lodge. The 
expense of removing the furniture from St. Andrew's lodge room 
in the Masonic hall, on the north-east comer of Church and C^lhome 
streets, was to be equally borne by the two lodges. In the event of • 
renting the room to other lodges or chapters, two-thirds of the rent 
was to be handed to St. Andrew's lodge and one-third to Kine: Solo- 
mon's lodge. The lease was to be in the names of the masters of thr 
joint lodges, and the cost of fuel and other expenses should be home 
in equal proportion. The rent of the room to other bodies wa^ to 
be £10 per year. The furniture, of course, having originally belonged 
to St Andrew's lodge was to remain its property. 

This report was aereed to by the ioint committee and forwarded 
to their respective lode:es. St. .Andrew's lodge adopted the report. 
and King Solomon's lodge agreed to all of it except the tenth para- 
graph, which referred to the rent to be paid by St. Andrew's and St. 
John's chapters respectively for the use of the room. 

The discussion on the report took place at a meetinjir of King 
Solomon's lodge, held on the 24th June. tJ^53. and from the minutes 
it appears that King Solomon's lodge had during the negotiation<i 
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rented the room over the building on the north-west corner o[ Church 
and Court streets, and had made the proposition to St. Andrew's 
lodge. 

The report of the joint committee was amended by a number of 
conditions, which were not agreeable to St. Andrew's lodge, and, con- 
sequently, the arrangement was never carried out, St, Andrew's lodge 
remained in the building on the north-east corner of Church and Col- 
bome streets until the end of June, 1853, and King Solomon's lodge 
rented the rooms in the building on the north-west corner of Church 
and Court streets. 

The last meeting of King Solomon's lodge in the Ionic lodge 
room in the Wellington Buildings was held on the 24th June, 1853, 
and a subsequent meeting was held on the z8th June, 1853, in the 
room of St. Andrew's lodge, on Church and Colborne streets, the use 
of that room having been offered them until they had arranged for 
suitable premises. 




Roou OF King Solomons Lodge No 2- Lriti h Amlkrx 

Assurance Building N W Corner or Ciilkch and 

Court Streets, August, 1853-AuGUST, 1855. 

At this meeting the lodge received resolutions from St. Andrew's 
regarding the joint leasing of rooms, these rooms being those " over 
Alexander Hamilton's in Church street." These were the Church 
and Court streets rooms. No action seems to have been taken, al- 
though " the adoption of the resolutions " was moved and seconded by 
V. W. Bros. Tully and Fitzgibbon. 

No meeting appears to have been held in July, and on the nth 
August, 1853. King Solomon's lodge removed to the Masonic hall in 
Hamilton's buildings, where they continued to meet until October znd, 
1855, when they removed to the upper floor of the Western ,'\ssurance 
building on the south-west comer of Church and Colborne streets 

The year 1853 was a memorable one in the history of the Craft. 



.m 
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The demand for an independent Grand Lodge in Upper Canada was 
increasing. The Craft was making so much progress that Ma- 
sonic opinion strongly favored the formation of a local governing 
body. This feeling permeated not only the lodges of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland in Canada, but also those of the Grand Lodge of England. 
The honor of taking the first step towards the formation of an in- 
dependent Grand Lodge, belongs to King Solomon's lodge, for at the 
regular meeting of the lodge, held on the loth November, 1853, at 
which over forty members were present, it was proposed by V, W. 
Rro. Kivas Tully, P.M., seconded by Bro. Charles Fitzgibbon, S.W., 
and resolved 

** 1st. That considering the rapid increase of Lodges working under the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, being now ten in number, and the necessity which 
exists for having a ruling power in Canada West — it is desirable that a Con- 
vention, to be composed of the W. Masters, Past Masters, Senior and Junior 
Wardens of said Lodges, be held forthwith, to consult on the best means to 
be adopted for attaining the above object and for the benefit of the Craft 
generally in Canada West. 

" 2nd. That, owing to the lateness of the season, and for the greater con- 
venience of the Delegates from the several Lodges, it is advisable that the 
said Convention be held in Hamilton, on Thursday, the 24th of this month, at 
noon, and that a communication be forwarded to St. John's Lodge, No. 231, 
Hamilton, requesting the use of their lodge room for the purpose; and in 
order to give Masonic sanction to the proceedings of the said Convention, 
the W. Master of St. John's Lodge, No. 231, be and is hereby requested to 
call an Emergency of the Lodge on that day, there being nothing in the Con- 
stitution contrary to such a proceeding. 

** 3rd. That copies of the above resolutions be forwarded to the several 
Lodges working under the Irish jurisdiction in Canada West. rc(|uesting that 
the duly qualified Delegates, as above stated, attend the Masonic Convention. 
as matters of the utmost importance to the progress of Masonry in Canada 
West will be discussed." 

Circulars were prepared and sent to all the Uxlj^cs subordinate to 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, including St. John's lod^e, No. 2o<), 
London; St. John's lodge, No. 231, Hamilton; St. John's, No. 286, 
York, on the Grand River; King Hiram, No. 226, Ingersoll. This 
convention, as we know, was held in Hamilton, on Thursday the 24th 
November, 1853. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, the W. M. of St. John's 
lodge, Hamilton, was chosen president, and Bro. R. C. McMullen, 
of No. 222, Toronto, was appointed secretary, and, as is already 
known, it was decided to organize an independent Grand Lodge for 
Canada West. 

At a meeting held on the 8th December, 1853. a resolution was 
passed endorsing the establishment of another loilj^c under the (.irand 
Lodge of Ireland, Toronto, with the statement that Kin<^ Soh^nion's 
lodge would recommend the mother Grand Ixxlt^e to tyrant such a 
petition, ** with the understanding that the ^(kkI Masonic feelinjx which 
had always existed between members of King Solomon's lod.ce will nut 
be interfered with." Nothing seems to have resulted from this reso- 
lution. 

On the i6th December, 1853, the report of the dele«::ate< to the 
convention held at Hamilton was considered an<l discussed, and the 
following resolution was passed: 
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" That the Resolutions of the Convention held in Hamilton on Thurs- 
day, the 24th ult., having been fully discussed and considered by this lodge, 
the members, in open lodge assembled, are of opinion that with all due rever- 
ence for the M. W., the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and for the benefit of the 
Order generally throughout this Province, the recommendation of the Con- 
vention^ for the establishment of an independent Grand Lodge for Canada 
West, is the most advisable course that could be adopted, and that the duly 
qualified delegates be requested to attend the adjourned Convention to be 
held in London, oh Thursday, the 4th May, 5854, for the purpose of ^tablish- 
ing the said Independent Grand Lodge." Carried unanimously. 

^'That the duly qualified delegates be instructed to direct the attention 
of the Convention to the importance of inviting the co-operation of the several 
Lodges working under the English jurisdiction, in establishing an Indepen- 
dent Grand Lodge, as it is desirable that an unanimous action, in taking so 
important a step, should be cultivated as far as lies in the power of the Con- 
vention — with a due regard to the speedy settlement of the question." Car- 
ried unanimously. 

It was ordered that copies of these resolutions should be sent 
to all the lodges in Canada West. A circular to the effect that at a 
meeting of King Solomon's lodge these resolutions had been passed, 
and requesting the co-operation of the lodges in the contemplated 
objects, " which are intended for the promotion of harmony and union 
among Freemasons in Canada West," accompanied these resolutions. 

At the meeting held on the 13th April, 1854, a letter was read 
from the Grand Lodge of Ireland in connection with the action of 
the lodge and the proposal to form an independent Grand Lxxlge. 
This letter declined the proposition made to allow the formation of 
an entirely independent body, but permitted certain privileges over 
and above those possessed under the present system. It is scarcely 
necessary to state that this did not meet with the approval of the lodge, 
and the letter was ordered to be forwarded to the secretary of the con- 
vention, the adjourned meeting of which was to be held on the 4th 
May, 1854, with power to the delegates of the lodge to use their dis- 
cretion in the matter. 

The second convention of the delegates from the Irish lodges 
was held on the 4th May, 1854, when it was resolved that a committee 
be appointed to draft a constitution for the government of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, and that this committee should report at the 
adjourned meeting of the convention to be held in Hamilton at a 
later date, with V. W^Bro. Thomas B. Harris, James 13amell, R. 
Kenwood, Wm. Young, Elisha Hall and V. W. Bro. Kivas TuUy as 
the provisional committee, the first named brother being the president. 

The routine work during the year seems to have been preserved. 
On the 24th June, St. John's day, Bro. G. L. Allen, as a mark of ap- 
preciation from the lodge, was presented with an address and a past 
master's jewel and collar, and Bro. Charles Fitzgibbon was duly in- 
stalled as W. M. of the lodge, just thirty-two years after his father, 
R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, had presided at a meeting within a 
few hundred yards of the site occupied by King Solomon's lodge. 

The convention referred to met at Hamilton on the 19th Octo- 
ber, and received the report of the committee appointed to draft the 
constitution. They were not agreed upon their re]x>rt. and ad- 
journed to meet at Toronto on the 9th November, 1854, when it was 
resolved : 
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"That the offer of > Provincial Grand Lodge by the Most Worshipluf 
the Grand L^dge o( Ireland, leaving the nomination of the Provincial Grand 
Master to this Convention, be accepted, provided thai the Grand Lodge grant 
to this Grand Lodge the privilege of issuing warranis and cirtificatC":, re- 
taining the lees. A nominal value for such privilege to be fixed by the Most 
Wiirshipfii! Grand Lodge," 

It was also resolved : 

"That a statement oi facts, showing why such iiuwcrs ate required to 
be submitted (o the M. W, the Grand Lodge of In-IaniL" 

In accordance with this resolution W. Bros. Tully and Allen 
prejiared a letter to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, to the effect that the 
rapid increase of lodges under the Grand Lodge of Ireland demanded 
a local governing body; that the difticulty experienced in correspond- 
ing with the Grand Lodge required more c\lciiik'<l ]iii\vcr>. than 
usually granted; that the objection to remit fees for warrants and 
certificates, being a yearly amount suhicicnt to form thi; basis of a 
Benevolent fund, which is much required in this province, and that, 
■hould the prayer of this resolution be granted, it would cement the 
bonds of friendship and fidelity, and avoid ilie impending neces^tity 
of forming an independent Grand Lodge. TJiis k'tter will be found 
in lull in the chapter devoted to the (ormatiou of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada. 

In reply, W. Bro, Fowler, the Deputy (jrand Secretary, stated 
that he could not recommend the M. W. the l.irriiid Master to yrant 
a Provincial Grand Lodge on any other tcnur: than those usually 
granted, and with the prescribed powers granted to other I'roviiicial 
(jrand Lodges, The Grand Secretary, however, was directed to assure 
the brethren of Canada West that the Grand Lodi;e deeply regretted 
the irregularity of correspondence, and tliat arratii;cnients would be 
made to avoid such delay in future. 

This letter was also laid before Kiui; Soloiiimrs lodge on the 
loth May, 1855, and, after dis^■u^sion, it was resolved that the dele- 
gates be instructed to advocate at the meeting at Hamilton, on the 
14th May, 1855, united action witli the l\nt;lisli lodges of Canada 
West, for the purpose of petitioning the Grand Lodges of England. 
Scotland and Ireland for a sijiarate Grand Lodj,'e for the Province. 

The convention met at Hamilton on tlie 14th May, 1855. and 
ap|X)intfd a delegation, coiisiiting 01 lln.s. Hani-., Datiit-jl, Allen ami 
McMuUen, to urge united action in the erection of an independent 
Grand Lodge while attending the meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, to be held at Niagara Falls on the iQlh July. 

On the 1 2th May, 1855, a special resolution was passed, appointing 
Bros. Allen and Tully as a special delegation from Kiu^ Solomon's 
lodge to attend the convention at Niagara Falls on the igih July 

During the year 1855 the lod!;c sccns to have pursued' the even 
tenor of its way. Candidates were initiated ami Masonic work was 
carried on with a great deal of vigor. The niimitcs of the lodge show 
that the brethren were indefatigable in Masonic work, and that not 
only the fraternal but the social features as well were attended to. 

At a meeting of the Provincial Grand I-mlgc of Canada West, 
held in July, 1855, at Niagara Falls, a motion lor calling a meeting 
of the delegates was ruled out of order. This action of the Provincial 
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Grand Master, not meeting with the approval of the Grand Lodge, 
the members who were favorable to an independent Grand Lodge, 
determined that, after the adjournment of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge a convention of delegates should be held at Hamilton on the 
second Wednesday in October, for the purpose of establishing an in- 
dependent Grand Lodge. This convention included representatives 
who were of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and also of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland. On the 2nd October Bros. James E. Smith, 
George L. Allen, John McGee and E. R. O'Brien were appointed 
delegates to attend the convention at Hamilton, with instructions to 
vote in favor of an independent Grand Lodge. 

At this meeting of King Solomon's lodge on 2nd October, iSsSt 
it was moved by Bro. J. W. O'Brien, seconded by Bro. S. D. Pardy, 
in amendment to a motion appointing delegates to attend the con- 
vention at Hamilton on the loth inst.: 

" That in the opinion of this lodge an independent Grand Lodge is requi- 
site for Masonry in this province so long as the same can be constituted and 
organized without a violation of the constitution." 

It is needless to say that this motion was lost. 

A convention was held in Masonic Hall at Hamilton on the 
loth October, 1855, ^"^ ^^ i^ there were present the representatives 
of forty-one lodges, V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, of Hamilton, acting 
as president, and V. W. Bro. T. B. Harris as secretary. After con- 
siderable discussion it was resolved: 



" That the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada be and is hereby 
formed upon the Ancient Charges and Constitution of Masonry." 



During the autumn of 1855 the members of the lodge discussed 
a proposition for the issue of debentures in order to pay for the furni- 
ture and other incidentals in connection with the lodge. There were 
forty debentures issued, the face value of each being 16. 5s. currency. 
They were payable in five years with interest at the rate of 6 per cent 
These debentures were well known amongst the Masons of Toronto 
for some years. Some were redeemed and others were presented to 
the lodge. A fac-simile of one of these debentures duly cancelled is 
given. 

The minutes up to the end of August, 1855, show that the meet- 
ings of the lodge were '* held in the Masonic Hall, Church street,** 
but on the nth October of that year "the regular communication 
of King Solomon's lodge, No. 222, G.R.I., was held in the ante-room 
of the new Masonic Hall," on the south-west corner of Church and 
Colbome streets. This was the hall which the lodge occupied for 
many years in conjunction with Wilson lodge, and in which subse- 
quently the union of the two Grand Lodges, the Grand Lodge of 
Canada and the Ancient Grand Lodge, took place in 1858. The 
meetings were continued in the ante-room of the new Masonic hall 
until the 8th November, 1855, when the new hall adjoining was ready, 
and the first meeting was held in the large room on the 13th Decem- 
ber, 1855. 

At the time of its erection the building of the Western Assurance 
Company, in the upper floor of which King Solomon's lodge held its 
meetings, was considered one of the handsomest buildings in Toronto. 
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Even at this date it retains some of its old-time beauty. The entrance 
to the lodge room was on Colborne street. Four flights of stairs 
brought the brethren to the floor which contained the Craft hall. The 
room was not extensive in size, only 36 x 23, but it was handsomely 
furnished, with an elaborate carpet of Masonic design and oak furni- 
ture, the coverings being of blue leather, so that the hall for the period 
was considered very handsome. The ante-rooms and refreshment 
rooms were at the east end of the building, and at the west end of the 
floor was a lobby and an office not connected with the Craft room. 

On the 8th November, 1855, the delegates from Hamilton re- 
ported their action in voting for the organization of the independent 
Grand Lodge, and it was resolved that their report be received and 
adopted. It was, however, moved in amendment: 




Building, on the South-west Corner op Church and Colborke 
Sts., Where King Solomon's Lodge Met, 1855-67. 

" That while the members of K. S. L. express their confiilence in the 
integrity and ability of the delegates chosen by this Lodge to the convention 
In Hamilton upon the subject of the establishment of an independent Grand 
Lodge, and also approve of their conduct in voting lor the establishment of 
an Independent Grand Lodge for Canada, that this Lodge express their ear- 
nest desire that no movement be ultimately carried out by K. S. L of Toronto 
that will have th' effect of disturbing our Masonic position with the Grand 
Lodges of the United Kingdom." 

This motion was lost, but Bros. Tully, Fitzgibbon, J. W. O'Brien 
and John Malloch requested their names to be entered as having 
voted against it. The action of these brethren may have been caused 
by the fact that they did not wish to sever their allegiance to their 
mother Grand Lodge. 

In the meantime the lodf;e had affiliated with the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, although it did not surrender its original warrant until 
1856. On the 19th December the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, Col. Mercer Wilson, visited the lodge, and the brethren 
-resented him with an address, in which it was stated that : 
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" As one of the foremost lodges who have voted for independence we feel 
proud of having the first opportunity of publicly acknowledging our Grand 
Master." 

The y<iar 1856 opened with a meeting on the loth January, when 
routine business and initiations occupied the brethren. An emerg- 
ency was held on the i8th January, when it was moved by W. Bro. 




Floor Plan, King Solomons i.oix;^ Room. 

British .America .Association Co.'s Ruilding^. 

G. L. Allen, seconded by Bro. Henry Miller, ** that the lodge immedi- 
ately apply to the Grand Lodge of Canada for a sub-warrant.'* 'rhi> 
was carried. The term " sub-warrant " probably intended to sii:nif\ 
a dispensation. On the 19th January the dispensation was receive<i. 
and on the 3rd February, 1856, a warrant was issued for King Solo- 
mon's lodge, to be numbered 16 5n the register of the Grand LodL^e 
of Canada. On the renumbering of the lodges in 1858, King Solo- 
mon's lodge was given No. 22, which it has since retained. 

This concludes the history of King Solomon's lodge, No. 222. on 
the roll of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. Following is a list of its 
members : 



1847. 

a William Cassidy 
J f)avid Hopkins 
Fbomas Armstrong 

1848. 

Tohn C'arr 
a lohn Houstain 
a lohn A. Walk ins 

1849. 

("tco, L Allen 
a fohn (^ark 

WMIiam Daxis 
« V. p. Mcverh^ffcr 
a Samuel Nelson 
a William Str^TS 

<Jeor«r Wr-qht 
a Samuel Wilson 

i«V> 
Sfedman R < ^mpljell 



a 
a 
a 



a 
a 
a 



Thomas Caiherwood 
John P. Dunn 
Richard Dempscy 
Arthur Dillon 
Charles Fitzgibbon 
Walter (iorham 
Patrick Gaul 
John Hiirgins 
Charles Harnath 
M. T. Hackett 
John Hemohill 
Philip St lohn Hill 
Charles K ihn 
George W. Morsjan 
John r. Ntosiman 
John Phillips 
Alfred Partridge 
D McLean 
Robert C McMullcn 
George Russell 
Kivas Tullv 
Isaac Aarons 



1851. 

lob Gardner Bi«^ 
Robert H. IVn^.iuijh 

a Alex. Hnmsidc 

a Wm. Clarke 
James Klwood 
Joseph Hodgson 
William Harrison 

a fohn K idler 
Thomas l^mb 

a Jo«eph Lvons 

a l^\iis PrivAt 
Henrv P »ople\*»*n 
Charles Mel r I »n 
Kdward H. Sm\th 
(ieore^ Sheppud 
John WonhmRton 
John llarr 

1852 

Henry F. Itonch«^r 
William ( ainplxril 
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a Solomon Isaac 

Abraham Loman 

Lewis Marks 
a Henry Monk Mason 

Isaac Myers 

John M. McKay 
a McVicars 

Adam C. McCuUough 

Thomas Quinn 

Erastus Root 
a Joseph Skinner 
a H. J. Smith 

James E. Smith 
a John Vickers 
a George a Wylie 
a A. £. Young 
a Thomas Paul! 

Abraham Gorham 
a Usher A. Si mod 

'853 
Phillip Bender 
WiUiam B. CUrke, sr. 
James Clelland 
Francis M. Capuse 
Charles D. Carmichael 
Frederick C. Capreol 
Charles F. Deihl 
Alfio DeGrassi 
a J. W. EsekKl 
Fred. C. Frazer 
Hugh Gibb 
James H. Gowan 
Herrmann Hersburgh 



Thomas M. Harrison 
Thomas Leach 
Isaac Merrick 
John Mnnro 
Edward R. O'Brien 
John Parkin 
Charles E. Romain 
Samuel Sherwood 
Joseph Stephazy 
Benjamin Switcer 
John Scott 
Thomas Sauleter 
John H. Weatherly 
Thomas McConkey 
John McGee 
John McMuUen 
a — Owen 

1854 

Austin Abbey 

John Charlesworth 

William Cooke 

William H. i(. Clarke 
a William Hackett 

Joseph Austin Foster 

James Grand 

William Graham 

James Good 

Alex. Hamilton 

Aaron Loman 

WilliamC. Morrison 

James George Miller 

William Hy. Miller 
a Robert Moore 



a Hyman Marcoso 

Wtlliaro H. Pardy 

Charles Perry 

Stephen W. Peck 

John McNamee 

John McDonell 

Peter Reilly 

Calvin P. Reid 

Alexander Rennie 

George Bl Rousscaux 

James Smith 

William Strachan 
a Robert Turner 

1855 
Richard Arnold 
Wharton BninskiU 
James R. Boyd 
Alex. W. DeGrassi 
Winncto DeGrassi 
John Coleman Grifiith 
Henry John Gear 
Charles Edwin Holliwell 
Walter Telfer Kidd 
John Mallock 
George Netting 
Thomas McCrosson 
Thomas T. Roe 
John Reardon 
Samuel Sykes 
Lawrence H Short 
Samuel J. Shaw 
David Wright 
Isaac Gowan 
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Ins'd. 


Master. 


Sen. Warden. 


JUN. Warden. 


Treasurer. 


1847.. 
T848.. 
1849. 
1850. 
1851 . 


W. Cassidy, P.M. ... 

Thos. Armstrong 

Thos. Paul 

KivasTuUy 

KivasTully 

Geo. L. Alien .... 

Geo. L. Allen 

C. Fitzgibbon 

Jas. E Smith 


David Hopkins 

Thos. Armstrong . . 

David Hopkins 

John Watkins . 

Geo. L. Allen 

Geo. L. Allen 

Wm. Davis 

C. Fitzgibbon 

Jas. E. Smith 

John McGee 


Thos. Kennedy 

A McElrea 

W. Cawdy, P.M.... 
W. Cassidy, P.M... 
Wm. Davis 


John Trueman ... 

fohn Trueman 

John Trueman 

John Carr 

John Carr 


l8C3 . 

1853.. 

i8c4 . 
1855.. 


C. Fitzgibbon 

R. C. McMullen 

Tohn McGee 

E. R. O'Brien 


C. McLennan 

I^uis Marks 

F. C. Caprr^ol 

lames (jrand 


Ins'd. 


SSCRBTARY. 


Sen. Deacon. 


JUN. Deacon. 


I. (i. 


1847.. 


S. Cassidy. P.M 

S Cassidy. P M 

Geo. L. Allen 

C. Fitzgibbon 

R. C. McMuUen 

Wm. CUrke 

Wm. Oarke 


Robert Moore. 


A. McElrea 


Wm. Leonard. 


1848 

1849. 

1850.. 


J. McLaughlin 

Rev. V. Mayerhoffcr.. 

John Philips 

Chas. Kahn 

H. Popple well. . . 

Jas. E. Smith 

E R. O'Brien.. 
\V. H. Pardy 


R. Moore 

John Houstain. 

D. Hopkins 


Samuel Xelson. 
Samuel Nelson . 
Samuel Xelson. 


1851.. 
1852.. 

'8S3 . 


D. Hopkins 

John Philips .... 

J. P. Dunn 

C. E. Romain 

C. E. Romain .... 


S.imuel Nelson. 
Samuel Nelson. 
W. Campbell. 


18^4.. 
«855 


Wm. Qarke 

W. H Millar.. 


.W H. Pardy. 
.1. G. Millar. 
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CHAPTER XCllI. 
King Hibam Lodge, Incersoll, warranted at Niagaha, 1803, 

AFFILIATED WITH THE SeCOND PbOVINCIaL GbaND LoDGE 

OF Canada West and finally under the Grand Lodge 
OF Ireland. 

The King Hiram lodge, No. 21, was originally warranted by the 
schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara, 1801-22, under R. W. Bro, 
George Forsyth in 1803. It continued under that body until 1822. 
and in 1824 came in under the Provincial Grand Lodge of R. W. 
Bro. Simon McGillivray at York. It continued iis allegiance to the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge and worked until [835, when it be- 
came dormant. 

The first Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Caiimla became dor- 
mant about 1829-30. The brethren of King Hiram, knowing that 
the Grand Lodge, the governing body, was dormant, applied to the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland for authority to continue work, and without 
any trouble received a warrant, dated 30th August. 1851, as No. 226, 
G.R.i,. with W. Bro. David Curtis named as \V. M. The minutes 
read: 

■' Minutes of a mceling ot King Hiram Lodge. No. 2jf<, of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, held at Ingcrsoll. C, W.. on Tuet.lsy, .h.iIi of JauiMry. iS^i. 
under ihc auUioritv of the Grand Lodge of Irehind. Hro. J, M. liennctt. 
W. M. of St. John's Lodge. No. mm), of London. C \V . in 'lie rb.nir. The 
Lodge opened in the third degree at 4 o'clock p m., and allcr h.ivinp ex- 
amined all the Brethren present, the Lodge then closed in the third degree 
and opened in the degree of Past Master, ailer which Hro. David Curtis m^ 
duly installed Worshipful Master tor the current term of office in due and 
.incient form. The Lodge then closed in the degree of Past Master and opened 
in that of Master, when Bro. David Doty was duly installed Senior Wardci, 
lor the current term of ofTice, and Bro. Poole, Junior Wanleii. Pro tern.. Hro 
E. J. Park. Treasurer. Bro. H. S. Comstock, Secty, Hro. J. J. Hoyt, S. Pi'a- 
oon, Bro, Poole. Junior Deacon, Bro. lioyt, Tyler. Pro tein Moved by Uto 
Comstock and seconded by Bro. Hoyt. that this l.o.l>;e .icloiii the by-laws of 
•he Oswego Lodge for the time being, cirricd The Lodge doted in ci-iod 
harmony." 

There is no record of any apphcation to the Grand Lodge of 
Iteland for a warrant, but it is understood that Hro. Curtis by on- 
sent of the brethren sent to Ireland for it. 

On the 3rd of February, 1852, " the stamling committee was 
instructed to procure a seal for this lodge," and " the secn-tarv was 
also instructed to procure suitable books for the use of this lodue," 

At the meeting of loth February, 1852, it was dccidid to Imhl 
the regular meetings " on the first Tuesday previous to the full moon 
of each month instead of the first Tuesday after." 

In August. 1852, a communication was read frnn; Kinjr Solo- 
mon's lodge, No. 222, Toronto, another of the Irish lodges, with 
reference to the formation of an independent Grand Lodtje. Action 
was not taken in the matter until November. 

A petition of a Mr J. M. Hanly. a rcsiilont of Durham. .i-king 
for initiation was " disposed of in a limited iiianner." On ^ih Jiilv. 
however, Mr. Hardv was initiated. 
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On the 24th June, 1853, the lodge celebrated St. John's day by 
listening to a sermon by the Rev. Henry Revell. The minutes read: 

" It was then moved and carried that the Lodge do now move in proces- 
sion to the church, which was done headed by the Ingersoll band, where an 
appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. Henry Revell, after which the 
procession was reformed and marched through the principal streets of Inger- 
soll, and then returned to the Lodge room, where the brethren were called 
from labor to refreshment." 

On the i6th August following, the Rev. Mr. Revell was initiated 
into Masonry. Prior to the conferring of his degree he was voted £3 
for his services on St. John's day, and is credited with the payment 
of a similar stun as fees for initiation. On the isth November, 1853, 

" The lodge took into consideration the communication from King Solo- 
mon's Lodge, Toronto, on the subject of the necessity for having a ruling 
Masonic power in Canada West, when it was moved, and carried unanimously, 
that this lodge approve of the resolutions passed by King Solomon's Lodge. 
No. 222, on the subject of having a Provincial Grand Lodge in Canada West, 
and, further, that the Secretary be ordered to communicate the same for the 
information of the Convention, which is to meet on the 24th inst, at Hamil- 
ton." 

At the meeting on 6th December, 1853: " W. Bro. James Daniell, 
of St John's lodge, No. 209 " occupied the chair. This brother at a 
later date was elected Grand Master of an independent Grand Lodge 
formed by the Irish lodges in Canada, but the organization passed 
out of existence after its meeting for organization. 

At the meeting of 14th January, 1854, amongst the visiting breth- 
ren was "Bro. Wah-Bah-Good from Lafayette lodge. No. 41, New 
Hampshire, President and Head Council Chief of the Chippewa Tribe, 
Saraquin Head, Brother." 

At the meeting of 2nd May, 1854, it was resolved " that Bro. 
Ho)rt, P. M., Bro. Bennett, S. W., and Bro. Hall, J. W., be appointed 
delegates to go to the Masonic convention to be held in London. 
Thursday, the 4th inst." It was at this meeting, on 4th May, that 
the formation of an independent Grand Lodge was discussed, and all 
lodges in Canada West were asked to co-operate in the formation of an 
" Independent Grand Lodge in Canada." 

On the 30th May, 1854, a letter from Toronto was read: "re- 
questing the attendance of delegates at the meeting to be held-^or the 
ptupose of establishing a Grand Lodge in Canada " and a letter was 

also read " from Secretary of Lodge, No. , Toronto, to Bro. Hall» 

requesting him to attend meeting of committee for the preparation of 
the constitution on Wednesday, 13th June next." 

In the MSS. dated 26th December. 1854, is a letter addressed to 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, on the subject of dues owing to that 
Grand Lodge, and also asking the Grand Secretary " to forward us 
without delay 11 Grand Lodge certificates." The letter was ac- 
companied by a return, showing that in 1853-54 there had been 36 
members initiated in No. 226. On the 3rd April. 1855. it was moved 
to lease a room from Mr. John \ Morrison, "for a lodge room at a 
rent of twenty pounds," but the offer was not accepted. At the 
meeting, of 12th July, 1855, an emergent meeting was called. The 
minutes read: 
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•■ King Hiram Lodge, No. 226, July latli, 1855. l-odge o( Emergency 
Opened at 8:30 PM. in the first degree of Masonry, Bro. B. Bennett. W, M., 
in the East, for the purpose of considering the propriety of sending delegaies 
10 attend a convention at Niagara Falls, on I9<li inst., for ihe purpose of 
establishing a Grand Lodge in Canada. Moved by Bro. Wright, seconded by 
Bro. W. J. McKeniie, that Bro. B. Bennell, W. M . and Bro. Faiierso.i, be 
appointed as delegates to the convention, and that their necessary expenses be 
paid. Carried to vote for a Grand Lodge in Canada. Lodge closed in good 
harmony at g p.m. 

It was at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held at 
Niagara Kails in 1855, that the question of holding a convention was 
discussed and rejected, the rejection leading to the withdrawal ol 
certain lodges, which with the Irish lodges formed the Grand Lodge 
of Canada under M. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson. 

On 20th October, 1855, at the regular meeting held " in the new 
lodge room over Bro. Cameron's store " a conmumication was read 
"from St, John's lodge, Hamilton, requestint; to send delegates to 
Convention at Hamilton, on loth October, 1855." 

This Convention had been called in confonniiy with resolutions 
passed at a meeting of Freemasons, held at the Clifton House, Nia- 
gara Falls, on the 19th July, 1855, and at ihi; Convention the Grand 
Lodge of Canada was formed. King Hiram lodge was represented 
by Bro. James Daniell who was elccttil ;is the iirst Lirjuid Senior 
Warden of the Grand Lodge of Canada. King Hiram did not affili- 
ate with the new Grand Lodge at its organi?ation. A lodge called 
"St. John's Lodge," was established in [H51; under a dispensation 
from the Grand Lodge of Canada in Ingcr.soll, and received its war- 
rant in 1856. At the meeting of Kint; Hiram on ist April, 1856. per- 
mission was given the St. John's lod^c to use their lodge room. 

At the meeting of 6th May,i856, an imporiant stc]> was taken. 
It was 



Klnt; ffira 



. Poole, that thj-^ 



'■ Moved by Bro. Wright, seconded liv Brn - 
Lodge surrender their charier on next St Jnhn'c 
of Ireland, and apply to the Grand Lodyje fii Chm.hI.i 
Amendment moved by Bro. Hunter, seconded by I 
lodge surrender their charier to the Gr^iiid I.oiicc of Ireland on next St 
John'^ day, -Amendment carried." 

The brethren had resolved to take one step nearer affiliation with 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. The surrender of the warrant held from 
Ireland was a partial acknowJedgment of the claims of, at least, a 
Canadian governing body. The motion, if carried, would have settled 
matters, but the amendment prevailed, and the ajiplication for a war- 
rant was not as yet made to the newlv-formed Grand Lodpe. 

It must be remembered thai at this period there were two gov- 
erning bodies in Upper Canada or rather Canada West, vh: the Grand 
Lodge of Canada under M. W P.ro Wilson, and th.- Provincial 
Grand Lodge of England in ITppcr Canaila under R W Rro, Sir 
AlUn MacNab. P. G. M. and R. W P.ro, Thos Gihhs Ridout. D. P. 
G. M. 

A perusal of the minutes of St John's dav docs not show. that 
the action resolved tirion was carried otit. Kintr Hiram lodpfe never 
affiliated with the Grand Lodee of Canada, hut imited with St. John's 
lodge. No. 35, Ingersoll. which afterwards became No. 6R on the 
register of the Grand Lodge of Cannda 



^Ili 
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CHAPTER XCIV. 

Lodge, No. 227, Grand Lodge of Ireland. — ^The Lodge in the 
46TH Regt. — The Masonic Bible of the Regiment. 

There are on the roll of lodges which belong to Canadian juris- 
dictions many whose histories are not only of interest to brethren of 
the Craft, but to many who have not had the privilege or may not 
even have a desire for membership in the fraternity. 

The history of many lodges, especially those that were connected 
with the regiments which took part in the campaigns upon this side 
of the Atlantic from 1757 to the days of 18 12- 15. has a double in- 
terest for Canadians, from the fact that it was under the auspices of 
these lodges that the civil lodges in Canada were first formed, even 
to the days of 1749, when Nova Scotia had its Craft warrant under 
W. Bro. Erasmus J. Phillips, who was an officer of the British army. 

One of these was that now known as the Lodge of Antiquity, 
No. I, Quebec, an organization which had its origin in a field war- 
rant, granted in 1752 by the Grand Lodge of Ireland to Masons in 
the 46th Regiment of Foot. 

This regiment was not stationed in British America until 1757, 
five years after the granting of the warrant. The claim has some- 
times been made that as the lodge in this regiment was warranted in 
1752, it met in the city of Quebec in that year, but it is hardly neces- 
sary to state that there were no Masonic lodges in Quebec prior to 
the capitulation, and there is no record of the 46th Regiment being 
stationed at Quebec at any period of its history. As hereinafter stated, 
this was not a civil lodge until at. Montreal in 1846, and was not en- 
tered on the Canadian register until 1855, when it affiliated wth the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, and, subsequentlv, on the formation of the 
Grand Lodge of Quebec it affiliated with that body and then became 
No. I, Quebec. 

One of the regiments whose work was closely interwoven with 
the early history of Canada was the 46th or the South Devonshire 
Regiment of Foot. Its record shows that it won enviable fame and 
challenged the approbation of sovereign and people. 

During the war of the Austrian succession, when England and 
France were allied, seven additional regiments were formed for the 
regular infantry of Great Britain. This was in January, 1741, and one 
of these newly-formed regiments was the 57th. It retained this 
nrmber until 1748, when the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle having been 
signed, a number of ree^iments were disbanded. This act changed 
the numerical title of the 57th. and thereafter it was known as the 
46th. The first colonel of the 57th in 1741 was John Price, but in 
1743 the Hon. Thomas Murray was made colonel. The regiment saw 
but little active service until 1745. when the Pretender revived his 
claim to the throne of Great Britain and the 57th was sent to Scot- 
land as part of the general army and shared its defeat at Gladsmuir 
Heath. It does not appear to have taken part in the fight on CuUo- 
den Moor, where the rebellion was finally crushed, for it was then 
upon Its march to London. 
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Three years later, in 1749, the regiment now known as the 46th, 
was stationed in Ireland for eight years. In 1752 the Masonic in- 
terest commences, for in that year a field warrant was grauted by 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland to certain members of the regiment, as 
No. 227, I. R. 

When the French commenced to encroach upon the North 
American possessions of Great Britain, the regiment embarked from 
Cork in 1757 for Nova Scotia, and remained in its quarters there 
until May, 1758. when it formed part of the expedition against Fort 
Ticonderoga. In 1759 the 46th was attached to the division of the 
army under General Pridcaux against Fort Niagara, and the battle of 
the 24th July gave Niagara to the British. The honor of the victory 
was largely attributable to the gallantry and bravery of the 46th Regi- 
ment. It will be remembered that in this expedition General Prid- 
caux was accidentally killed in the trenches, and that Sir Wm. John- 
ston then took command of the troops. During the occupation of the 
west side of the Niagara river and while operations were being car- 
ried on against Fort Niagara the lodge did not meet, but after the 
surrender of Fort Niagara on the 2Sth July, 1759, the lodge did 
work, at least this was the tradition handed down to the brethren of 
the lodge in the 8th Regiment of Foot, which was at Niagara in 1780. 
In 1760 the regiment took a leading part in the capture of Mont- 
real, which act completed the conquest of Canada. In October, 1761, 
it formed part of the expedition against Martinique, and the general 
in his despatches said that the 46th ** had particularly distinguished 
themselves, the warmest part of the service having fallen to their lot." 
The regiment was in Cuba in 1762, and for four years subse- 
quently it was quartered in North America. From 1767 to 1775 it 
was stationed in Ireland. Col. Murray had passed away and was suc- 
ceeded by the Hon. Mr. .Howe, and about 1776 by Col. John 
V^aughan, who accompanied the regiment early in that year to partici- 
pate in the American revolution. During this war the light company 
of the 46th surprised a camp of Americans at night at Brandywine, 
Delaware, and defeated them. The surprised Americans vowed ven- 
geance for this, and announced that they would give no quarter. The 
soldiers of the light company of the 46th, in order that no other regi- 
ment might sufTer on their account, stained their feathers red and have 
ever since worn red feathers. 

The regiment was engaged in the expedition against the French 
Island of St. Lucia in December, 1778, and in 1782, on retuniing to 
England, was given the county title of *' South Devonshire," in order 
to encourage recruiting from that section. 

From 1784 the 46th was in Ireland for eight years, and in 170-' 
was ordered to Gibraltar. .\h(nit 1704 it was ordereii airain to 
Martinique in the West Indies and from thence to St. \'incent. 

In 1795 C^ol. Vanghan died and Sir James Henry Craiij was ap- 
pointed to the command, which he held until 1S04, when Col. J<^hn 
Whyte succeeded him. Craig was (lOvernor-in-Chief of Rritisli 
America in 1807-11. 

The 46th returned to England in 1706. in t7<)<) it was in Ireland 
and in 1803 returned to Doniinica in the West Indies. 

The original Ma'^onic warrant of tlie rei^iinent. is<;ued in 1732. 
was lost prior to 1800, and in 1801 another warrant was issued hv 
4 ta 
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the Grand Lodge of Ireland, but this was also lost in 1805 in Dom- 
inica. By its gallant defence of the island against the French the 
regiment crowned itself with honor and glory. It was specially men- 
tioned in the report and the word " Dominica " was inscribed on its 
colors, as a distinguishing mark of " good conduct and exemplarv 
valor." 

In 181 1 the regiment was once more in England, and two years 
later it was in New South Wales, where it was stationed for two years. 
It is said that the Masonic work of the lodge was marked there by 
the founding of another lodge under the auspices of No. 227, but 
there is no trace of such action or even evidence of the work of No. 
227, the minute books of that period having long since disappeared. 
After leaving New South Wales the regiment was for sixteen years 
in the East Indies, returning to England in 1833, and in 1834 it was 
quartered in Ireland. 

After three years' service in the green isle, the regiment was in 
Gibraltar for a year, then in the Barbadoes, and in February of 1845 
it sailed for Halifax, Nova Scotia. It was at this station until July 
7th, and was sent to Montreal, where it arrived on the 23rd of the 
same month. In October, 1846, it was stationed at Kingston. Canada 
West, and quartered in what is known at the Tete-de-Pont barracks. 
A year later it returned to Nova Scotia and the following year to 
England. Thus we have a resume of the movements of the regiment, 
covering a period of one hundred and ten years. One cannot pre- 
tend to emphasize the incidents which crowd into regimental life 
extending one decade beyond a century. The records show signal 
training in officers and men and the possession of those sterling quali- 
ties which have ever challenged the empire's laudation. 

In 1 83 1 Col. Lacy, late of the 46th Regiment, was initiated in 
lodge, No. 17, Secunderabad, Deccan, under the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of the Coast of Coromandel. The colonel was a member of 
the mess committee of the regiment, and on one occasion found it 
necessary to visit the " godowns," or storeroom. There he saw a 
trunk covered with bullock hide, with brass mountings and a brass 
plate, bearing the words " No. 227, L. S. M. V. " engraved thereon. 
Out of curiosity he asked who owned the trunk and what was the 
meaning of the inscription, and was told that it was only an old box 
belonging to the Masons of the 46th. This was enough for Bro. 
Lacy. He at once obtained possession of the box. and had it carried 
by an Indian servant to his bungalow. On a closer examination he 
found that the lock had been broken and that some of the jewels* were 
missing, but the record book was there and several copies of the by- 
laws of the lodge, together with a warrant from the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, so obliterated as to be almost undecipherable. He also found 
a Bible, which has since passed into history as ** The Masonic Bible 
of the 46th Regiment." There has been an effort on the part of some 
enthusiastic brethren to manufacture history out of a statement, writ- 
ten on a copy of the by-laws, that General Washington was obligated 
on this Bible, but there is no collateral evidence of any kind to sub- 
stantiate the writing. 

There is also a story that while the regiment was in Dominica 
the French captured the lods:e chest, and that three years later it was 
returned bv the French government. There is no documentarv cvi- 
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dence of this event, altliough the tact that Col. Lacy remembered 
reading a record of it in an old minute book, places the matter far 
bevond tlii; lii;lit of doubt. 

The story of this Bible can best be told by giving a brief account 
of what led up to its capture by the British during the revolutionary 
war. 

Tlif liible was originally owned by Bartholomew West of New 
Bedford, Mass. 

On the 5th September, 1778, an English fleet destroyed the vil- 
lage of Bedford, Mass.. now known as New Bedford. The place was 
then a hatniet; now it is a city. It is situated in Briatol county on the 
west bank of the Acushnet river near its mouth, and is fifty-five miles 
south of Boston. Ajnong the dwelling houses destroyed was that of 
Bartholomew West and his two sons, whose domestic affairs were 
managed' by I^annah Sogg. It is said that the British soldiers locked 
the house and then burned it. 

Among the articles carried away from the house was a Bible, 
which had quite a history, and is now in possession of the 46th Regi- 
ment of Light Infantry in the British army. Through the Rev. R. 
Stewart Patterson its history was traced, and'it is owing to his efforts 
that so much has been learned of the existence and travels of this 
sacred volume. 

The family traditions regarding the famous Bible have been well 
prcsfrved, for down through the successive generations the story has 
been told that the old man Bartholomew held the book in great vene- 
ration, and to his death spoke of its loss with great regret. He sup- 
posed that it was burned with the other household goods; and so dur- 
irR the loii<; century intervening the family of Wests had 00 know- 
ledge of its existence. 

The 46ih regiment formed a part of General Grey's expedition to 
New Ridford, and it was soldiers belonging to its ranks who carried 
away the West i;iinily Bible. It was stated that the volume was once 
retaken by the .Americani. but they, not knowing its value as a keep- 
sake of their own commander-in-chief, returned it to the 46th before 
that corps sailed for England in 1782. 

.■\s previously stated the 46th proceeded to Gibraltar in 1792, after 
bavins btcn quartered in Ireland tor several years; thence to the West 
liidits in 1794, and back to England in 1796, where it remained until 
1S04, when it proceeded to garrison the island of Dominica, which was 
sh'-rtly afienvards attacked by an overwhelming French force. The 
EnKli>h commander was forced to evacuate and the Bible had to be 
ahandini-d, but was afterwards restored to the regiment under a flag of 
truce, as h set forth on a silver plate attached to the walnut case, with 
class lid. in which it ip kept in the ante-room of the officers' mess, the 
inscription on which reads as follows: 

ON THIS SACRED VOLUME 
WASHINGTON RECEIVED A DE- 
GREE OF MASONRY. 
IT WAS TWICE TAKEN BY THE 

ENEMY 
.AND BOTH TIMES RETURNED 

TO THE REGIMENT 

WITH .ALL THE IION'ORS OF 

WAR. 
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This Bible followed the fortunes of the corps afterwards to Eng- 
land, Jersey, the Isle of Wight, New South Wales and India. Here 
the Masonic lodge, which appears all along to have been the cus- 
todian of the book, ceased working in the year 1827.' The Bible and 
jewels were taken to England by the regiment in 1833, when the lodge 
was revived. 

Some sixteen or seventeen years ago, when the regiment was 
quartered in Bermuda, the case was opened to display the book to 
guests, when the page which contained the signature of General 
Washington mysteriously disappeared. The Bible is about ten by 
twelve inches, handsomely bound in morocco, and is richly stamped 
in gold with Masonic emblems. 

In the year 1852 the Bible was shown at a meeting of the Lodge 
of Virtue, Manchester, England, in accordance with a request made 
by that lodge through the Rev. P. C. Nicholson, chaplain of the 
regiment, to W. Bro. Thos. Chadwick, W. M. of the lodge, who 
wrote to Bro. Nicholson as follows: 

" Rev. and Dear Sir and Brother: — ^The very interesting fact of the volume 
of the Sacred Law, upon which the great General Washington was obligated 
into the mysteries of Ancient Freemasonry, being in the possession of the 
Masonic Officers of H. M. 46th regiment of infantry, having come to my 
knowledge, I shall esteem it a favor if you, as the chaplain of the regiment 
here, accompanied by the chaplain of the Lodge over which I had the honor 
to preside, and of which you are a- member, will do me the favor of presenting 
my fraternal regards to all the officers of the regiment who are Masons, and 
say what delight it will give to me, and the Brethren of the Lodge of Virtue, 
if they will visit our Lodge on Tuesday evening next, and how much that 
delight will be increased by their bearing with them that sacred, volume, to 
which must be attached reminiscences most dear to every Masonic heart." 

The following is a part of Rev. Bro. Nicholson's reply: 

m 

** Dear Bro. and W. M. : — According to your request, I this day called at 
Salford Barracks, and was fortunate enough to meet Captain Child and Dr. 
Franklin, both Brothers, of the 46th regiment Captain Child immediately 
produced the hallowed book, which he never permits to be far from his «5ight, 
it having been placed in his custody when the Lodge of the 46th Regiment 
was dissolved, some years ago, in Halifax, N.S. My eyes were gladdened 
by the ancient and venerable appearance of the Bible twice taken in war and 
carried off with the baggage of the 46th regiment by the enemy — once by 
General Washington, in command of the American army, in 1777; and once 
by the French, at Dominica; and each time honorably restored to the Lodge 
of the 46th, with a military escort, colors flying, and music, borne aloft on the 
shoulders of the enemy under a magnificent canopy. Capt. Child and some 
other Masonic officers will attend oui Lodge next Tuesday, and Capt Child 
will bring the noble volume himself, and give the Brethren the privilege of 
viewing it. I doubt not, dear Brother, that under your Presidency this book 
of books will be received with true Masonic honors, and a ceremonial solem- 
nized worthy of so memorable an occasion." 

The Bible was duly exhibited at the meeting of the Lodge of 
Virtue and the occasion has ever since been considered a memorable 
one in the annals of the lodge. The statement of English brethren 
that they had seen in the minute book of lodge, No. 277, I. K., a 
record of Washington's initiation is undoubtedly made in error. The 
proof that the famous general was initiated, passed and raised in 
Fredericksburgh lodge, Virginia, is undoubted. 
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The records of the lodge attesting that fact have been carefully 
preserved. The Bible on which his obligation was taken is yet in 
the possession of the lodge. It is a small quarto volume, well printed 
and bound, with the imprint " 1668, Printed at Cambridj^c. by John 
Field, Printer to the University." Nevertheless. \Vashinf;toii may 
have received a degree in Masonry and have been obligated on this 
regimental Bible, but if he did receive one, it must have been, as has 
been suggested by some, the Mark degree. Such is quite possible. 

George Washington was born in Westmoreland county. Vir- 
ginia, February 22, 1732; was, as stated, initiated into the mysteries of 
Freemasonry in Fredericksburgh lodge, No. 4, November, 1752; 
passed to the degree of Fellow Craft March 3, 1753. and raised to 
the degree of Master Mason August 4, 1753. He was appointed 
Master of Alexandria lodge. No. 39. by Edmund Randolph, Gover- 
nor and Grand Master of Virginia, April 28. 1788. and remained an 
active member of that lodge until his death, December 14, 1799. 

The apron worn by Washington has an interesting history. Los- 
sing, in his *' Mount Vernon and its Associations," says: 

*' There was a bond of union of peculiar strength between Washington 
and Lafayette other than mere personal friendship. They were members of 
the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons and both loved the mystic brother- 
hood sincerely. Madame Lafayette was deeply interested in everything that 
engaged the attention of her husband, and she had learned to reverence 
Washington with a feeling closely allied to that of devotion. She had cor- 
responded with him, and received from him cordial invitations to the simple 
delights of rural life at Mount Vernon. She had earnestly desired to present 
some visible testimonial of her regard to the great patriot of the New World, 
and when her husband resolved to visit him in his retirement at Mount Ver- 
non, she prepared with her own hands an apron of while satin, upon which 
she wrought in needle-work the various emblems of the Masonic order. Tliis 
apron Lafayette brought with him and presented to his distinguished brother 
at Mount Vernon in 1784. It was kept by Washington as a cherished me 
morial of a noble woman, and after his death his legatees formally presented 
it to the Washington Benevolent Society of Philadelphia. When the society 
\va^ dissolved, the precious memento of Washingfton and his fair friend was 
presented to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and now occupies a con- 
spicuous place upon the walls of the Grand Master's room in the Masonic 
Hall. Philadelphia.'* 

As Bro. Alexander Murray, of Montreal, to whom the writer i.< 
indebted for the information contained in this sketch, a member of 
this Io<lge and one whose interest in the work of the Craft is un- 
excelled, says of lodge. No. 227, 

" Unfortunately, there is little left us to form a connected story of it^ 
early history or of those who were associated with it in the vici<isitude<i of 
its regimental career." 

So that one has to search diligently and with care in endeavorini; 
to build up an authentic and readable story of a lodjje that had not 
only the honor of being attached to a noted regiment, but which as 
a Craft organization in its place and in its day, did much to oncoiiraere 
a spirit of fraternity wherever the regiment was stationed 

Perhaps in attempting to compile a sketch, the fact^ comuvtod 
with the finding of the Hihle by Col. Lacy are the bc^t fonfulation 
for the history of the lo<lge. which, owing to the loss of records, com- 
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mences in 1848, when the lodge was working under a permanent 
warrant. 

The Bible bears date as being printed in London A.D. 171 2, and 
is now in the possession of the regiment. A copy in fac-simile of some 
of the printed pages and of some leaves of the Bible with manuscript 
entries, bound in a blue board cover, has been presented to the Lodge 
of Antiquity, No. i, Quebec, as the lineal descendant of No. 227. 
The contents of the .duplicate or fac-simile copy are as follows: — 

On the second page of the fly-leaf is the crest of the regiment, 
which represented a horse-shoe reversed, between the caulks a crown, 
and in the centre of the shoe the figures 4 and 6 with a red feather 
between them, A scroll is turned about the circular head of the shoe 
with the words " Dominica " on the left and " Sebastopol " on the 
right of the scroll, while on the left end of the shoe is the word 
• South " and on the right the word " Devon." 

Three of the pages following this insignia of the regiment are 
devoted to a printed statement, reciting the fact that the Bible was 
•* The Masonic Bible of Lodge, No. 277, L. S. M. V., Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, late in the 46th Regiment," and the following statement by 
Lt.-Col. Lacy: — 

"This Bible, bearing date A.D. 1712, being of great Masonic interest, 
was received by me from the hands of Brother Colonel Catty, commanding 
the 46th Regiment, for the purpose of producing it at the Royal Gloucester 
LoSge, No. 130, at Southampton, on the evening of the 13th October, 1870, 
when the Provincial Grand Master, Bro. Beach, presided with his grand ofii> 
cers, and the substance of my address was as follows. 

" W. Lacy. 

"Lt Col., 

" Late 46th Regiment " 

•* Note, — On the i6th March, 1852, this Bible was received with extra- 
ordinary honours in the Lodge of Virtue, No. 177, Manchester, on account 
of its Masonic interest." 

Col. Lacy's Statement. 

** In the year 1831 I was made a Mason in the Lodge of St John. No. 17. 
Secunderabad, Deccan, E. L, under the Provincial Grand Lodge of the Coast 
of Coromandel. at which time I was quartered at that Station with the 4^th 
Regiment. 

" Soon after my initiation, being a member of the mcs<; committee. I one 
day visited the godowns, as our store rooms in India are called, when a buUock 
trunk, with brass mountings, engraved No. 227. L. S. M. V. attracted my 
attention. On asking what it contained. I was told that it was only an old hex 
which belonged to the Masons of the corps. 

" I believe this was the first time I had heard of NTasonry in the Rcpri- 
mcnt: end there being no opposition to my request to have the box. I im- 
mediately took posses.sion, and removed it to my hnniralow On oxnmina- 
tion, I found the contents in the greatest confusion, the lock had been forced 
open, and some jewels were certainly missing; but a Record Hook w.i^ there. 
and several books of the Bye-laws, together with this Bible in a tt»rn and 
dilapidated state, and a Charter almost obliterated 

" It i^ now many years since I perused the transactions of the Lodge in 
these books, but what I did read, made, from the circumstances of my masonic 
novitiate, a lasting impression on my memory; and therefore I have a pcriVct 
recollection of reading on the fly-leaf of the printed hook of V>\v La\\«; that 
this Bible, belonging to the Lodge. No 227. was that on which Wa^^hincton 
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received a degree of Masonry; that during the War of Independence in 
America it was taken by the enemy, who returned it with a flag of truce; and 
again that it was taken by the French in their attack on the Island of Do- 
minica, W. I., together with the Lodge jewels and mess plate of the officers, 
who returned it with the Lodge jewels under a flag of truce, keeping the mess 
plate. 

" The question naturally presents itself, how it came to pass that such 
interesting memorials of Masonry should have been so neglected as to cause 
them to be found in the state in which I discovered them. In justice to those 
military brethren gone before, it is to be recorded that sickness and death had 
been busy in the ranks of the regiment, and were the cause of the misfortune. 

"As the history of this book and ihat of the 46th Regiment, in every 
quarter of the globe, is so woven together, it is necessary to refer to the 
Regimental Records, published by authority of the Horse Guards in 185 1, in 
order to carry out the thread of the history of this sacred volume so highly 
prized in the corps. 

" From this it appears that the Corps was raised in January. 1741, it being 
one of seven infantry battalions levied at that time in consequence of the War 
of Austrian succession; and that it was first numbered 57, which number was 
changed in 1748 to 46, by the disbandment of certain corps of marines, which 
had numbers and had precedence. In the year 1749 the Regiment went to 
Ireland and remained there eight years. 

" By a memorandum in the handwriting of Bro. Col. Child (late 46th 
Regiment, now S. O. P. at Belfast) in this Bible. I find the lodge was estab- 
lished on 4th May, 1752. At this period its number was 227 under the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, and called the Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, with 
the motto ' Libens solvit merito votum ' ; the initials of the ancient Roman 
inscription, * Votum solvit libens merito,' having been transposed to meet 
the title of the Lodge. 

" On the 7th May, 1757, the Regiment embarked at Cork for Nova Scotia, 
and shared in most of the actions and sieges which in 1760 completed the 
conquest of Canada from the French: and in 1761 it embarked for Barbadoe<^. 
was employed in the Havannah in 1762, and returned to North America in 
1764. where it remained four years. It is not stated in the records whereabout 'j 
the Regiment was quartered; but it returned in the autumn of 1767 to Grtm 
Britain, and was stationed in Ireland eight years. 

" Previous to the breaking out of the American War of Independence, 
and early in the year 1776, the 46th Regiment embarked from Ireland, and 
arrived on the coast of North Carolina. After landing there to refresh the 
men after the sea voyage, they re-embarked, and sailed on the ist of June 
with the expedition to Charlestown. The landing was a failure in conse< 
quence of insufficient strength of armament; the expedition re-embarked, and 
proceeded to Staten Island. 

" On the 4th July, 1776, American Independence was declared. 

" The Regiment shared in all the operations against New York, White 
Plains, and Fort Washington; and afterwards continued the pursuit of the 
enemy across the Jerseys towards Philadelphia, and wintered at Amboy. It 
was present at Peak Hills on 22nd March, 1777, and afterwards took the field 
with the army in the Jerseys. It subsequently embarked at Sandy Hook, and 
was present at the attack of Brandy Island on nth September. It was at thi<^ 
period that the Regiment gained the distinction of red feathers, which thr> 
have ever since worn. The Light Company of th** 46th, with others forminj: 
a Light Battalion, surprised at night a detachment of 1.500 men under General 
Wayne, who was posted so as to annoy the British encampment^ and deie;iicd 
them. The Americans vowed vengeance: and to prevent anyone suffering on 
their account, the Light Company stained their feathers red. 

" The British army passed the winter at Philadelphia, and in the sprinp 
of 1778 furnished several detachments which ranged the ctmnlry in varimi^ 
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directions. The 46th Regiment afterwards took part in the fatigues and difti- 
culties of .the march of the army from Philadelphia, through the Jerseys, in 
order to return to New York; when the flank companies were engaged in 
repulsing the attack of the enemy on the rear of the column at Monmouth 
Court House, near Freehold, in New Jersey. The whole embarked, with 
other regiments under Major-General Grey, to join the fleet at the east end of 
Long Island They were then present at Martha's vineyard, the defences 
were destroyed, and the troops returned to New York. 

** I have been particular in making these extracts, as it is essential to 
ascertain when, where, and how the Bible caflfe into the possession of the 
Masons of the 46th Regiment; and I append the following entries in the 
book as affording additional information on these points. 

" On the back of the title-page is recorded the death of * Mother Mercy 
West, deceast Nov. 21, 1733, in ye "Jl year of her age. who was the daughtei 
of John Cook, ye first ordained minister of Dartmouth.' 

"'2nd. Father Stephen West, deceast August yc 12. 1748. in yt- t>4th year 
of his age. who was the son of Bartholomew West, of V.w^x Jcr^^cy ' 

Then follow eight entries of births of their children. 

On the back of the last page of the Prophets, there appears a long mem- 
orandum of a very hard winter in 1746-8. the 'jiiow being knee deep; that 
there were 30 snows, and it continued to the 27th March; that people with 
horses and oxen crossed the ice from Joseph Kii<;scll*.'^ to the head of the 
Potomac; that Benj. Akin rid over the river to his father'^ Tlu-re are also 
recorded on this page several births, from 1709 to 1734. 

"'Reuben Packcom, born July 15. 1709. Patience Hathaway. I)<»rn April 
27, 1 7 10. They were married December 10. 1730 ' " 

" At the back of the last page of the .\pocrypha. tlu- tltath i-^ rec<»rded of 
* Stephen West. July 7th, 1769. in the 75th year of hi*; airt- ' rhi< i«i the latest 
dale recorded in the Bible. 

** On the last leaf of the Book, on both side«. thtrc ir< rm>rd< «tf deaths. 
viz: — 

"'Thomas Summerton, son of Thomas Snmnu'rt<»ii. iltHfasc*! CVt ye 1. 
T736. in ye 26 year of his age: and Thomas Snmnicrton. «ion of Danl. Sum- 
merton, deceased March 24th. 1740. in ye 7 month of |ji«. a^e. was born 
Septem. 16. 1740.* " 

On the other side — 

'** George Hathaway, son of Jethro Hathaway, ilcccasid nn 7 day. Novem- 
ber 22. 1746, in yc 5 month of his age.' 

"Matthew West, son of Saml. West. decea<i Fobrn.irx w i/ih to N. S. 
1753. in yc 24 month of his age." 

*• * Our father. Samuel Jenney. deceast \\ix\\ ye 3. i7i'» in ye 58 year <»f 
his age.' 

** * Our mother. Hannah Jenney. deceast September tbr 1, 1740. in the 
80 year of age.' 

" The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing movcnunis of the Corp-*, 
and these entries, is that the Regiment having been three times on the Ameri- 
can Continent, viz.. 1757. 1764 and 1776. the Bible must li.ue been ol^tained :»t 
one of the.<5e periods. 

"The first period was that in which the Revinnem w.i- m Nova Sootn. 
nnd is not to be considered: tlie second mi^hi h.ive In en the time, had there 
not been a death recorded of Stephen West, in I7<x). at wluch period the corp< 
was in Great Britain. The third period i*^. thcretore. the om- when the regi- 
ment was in the Jerseys, where the VVest*^ re^^ided: and it i-. posvi!)h'. as Bihle^ 
were comparatively scarce in those day*;, that the hook, aiier doim» tlie dutie* 
of the Church for the week, may have been iiscd hy the M.«son<; for their cere- 
monies, and been eventually given by one hrotlur to .mother oi the 46th 
Regiment I .see no reason to d<Mibt the trnthfnlm*^^ (•! the history that h.«< 
be^n handed down from one Mason to another in tl)e eorpv n(»r that the 
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After this printed statement of the different officers we have the 
fac-simile of the title page of the Bible, and on the back of the title- 
page a fac-simile of a page of handwriting, commencing. " Mother 
Mercy West," &c. 

As a matter of record and to render legible the caligraphy of by- 
gone days the MS. is here given in modern type: 

Mother Mercy West, deceast Nov. 21, 1733, in ye 77 year of her age, who 
was the daughter of John Cook, ye first ordained minister in Dartmouth. 

Father Stephen West, deceast August ye 12, 1748, in ye 49th year of his 
age, who was the son of Bartholemew West, of East Jersey. 

Annah West, daughter of Stephen West, and Sufannah. his wife, was bom 
April, ye 21st, 1720, old stile. 

Mercy West, was born July ye 7th, 1722, old stile, and died ye 23d oT 
April, 1762, in ye 40th year of her age. 

Samuel West was born April ye 3rd, 1725, old stile 

Anne West was Born October, ye gth, 1727, old stile. 

Henry West was born January ye lith, 1729-30, old stile. 

Stephen West, Jun., was born March ye 14th, 1731/2. old stile. 

Bartholemew West was born November ye 8th, 1734. old stile . 

West was born December ye 29th, 1737, old stile. 

The next page in the ** copy " is the preface to the Bible, com- 
mencing with the well known lines, " To the Most High and Mighty 
Prince James, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith," &c., followed by another page 
with that part of the preface, which commences: "good conscience, 
having walked the ways of simplicity and integrity, as before the 
Lord: and sustained bv." and also the index. 

Tlie succeeding page is a fac-simile of a printed page, containing 
the first twenty-eight verses of the book of Moses, while the follow- 
ing page is a fac-simile of handwriting concerning the hard winter of 
1746-7. 

The MS, reads: 

" In the year 1746-7 Happened a Hard Winter, the Hor>e< 

Began to Pafs over the River, The 26th of December, as I was infonn'd by 
Will'm Peckam & his wife, and to my knowledge continued pafstng with 
Horfes and oxon on the River from Joseph Rufsels to the Head of Accophant 
River until ye nth of March; ye snow Being then in ye woods knee deep 
upon a Level adjudged By credible Persons: further it is credibly Reported 
by him yt say they keep acct. yt there was 30 snows. 

This winter wch 
fell severally. 
Reuben Packcom, Born July 15, 1709. and they continued 

Patience Hathaway, Born April 27, 1710. Riding untill 

They were married December 10, 1730. the 23 day of March. 

Their Daughter Rachel was Born on ye first Benj'n Akin Rid 

day of week, between 5:6 in the morning, over againft his 

September ye 5, 1731. father Gabors (viz.) 

Their Daughter Patience was horn third Jacob Gaborv. And on 

day of week between 8:q in morning, 

February 13. 1732/3. 
Their son timothy was Born 
November 6. about one o'clock afternoon, 
Nov. 6. 1734 

Ye 23d day in the niorninp it Begun to Snow and continued snowin;: 48 
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Hours, it wafting as it fell got to be Great Dcbth and they continued 

going on foot on ye ice from Capt. Gabors side until! ye 27th of March, 

head of ye Brook up." 

The following page is a fac-simile of a printed page of the Apo- 
crypha, " Esdras, Chap, i," with 26 verses and one line of the 27th 
verse. This is followed by a page that was a manuscript entry of the 
death of Stephen West, written on the last page of the Apocrypha. 

Then follows the fac-simile of the title page of " The New Testa- 
ment." 

Then comes a printed page by the King authorizing the '* three 
forms of prayer and service made for the Fifth of November, the 
Thirtieth of January, and the Twenty-ninth of May," and that thev 
he " forthwith printed," &c. 

The next sheet is a printed page, containing *' The Ratification," 
and commencing, *' This book of articles, before rehearsed," &c. 

The lower third of this page has a written entry concerning the 
death of " Thomas Summerton," &c. 

The MS. reads: 

"Thomas Summerton. Son of Thomas Summerton, Deccafed, October ye 
1st, 1736. in yc 26 year of his aj^c. 

" Thomas Sumnu-rton. Son of Danl. Summerton. dcceafed. March 24th. 
1740. in ye 7th month of his a^e. was born September i6th. 1740." 

The last page of the book is the printed ** Table of Kindred and 
Affinity." &c., and at the foot of the page are the following MS. 
entries of "George Hathaway, Sen.": 

* George Hathaway, son of Jcthro Hathaway, deceafed on 7th day Novem- 
ber 22d. 1746, in yc 5th month of his age. 

•* Mathew West, son of Saml. West, deceased. February yc 17th. N. S 
'753, in ye 24th Mo. of Ins age. 

" Father, Samuel Jcnney. dcceast April ye 3, 1716, in ye 58 year of his age. 

Our Mother. Hannah Jenny, deceast September, the 2, 1749. in the 8oth 
yar of age." 

The fac-simile copy of this Bible is, when closed, loj^ inches 
long by 8 inches in width. It is bound in blue cloth with the words 
in gold letters on the back: 

THE 

MASONIC 

BIBLE 

OF THE 46TH REGT, 

There are ^2 pa^es in the volume, the first being a fly-leaf, on 
the second page of which is the crest, while the 3rd, 4th, sth and 6th 
pages are devoted to the printed statement of Bros. Lacy, Child, Max- 
well and Major Stuart; page 7 has the title page of the Bible; page 8 
is blank: page g bears the MS. lines ** Mother Mercy West." &c. ; 
pai^e 10. is blank: page 11 has a fac-simile of the first part of the 
King James preface: page 12 is blank and page 13 has the remainder 
of the preface and the index to the Bible, Apocrypha and New Testa- 
ment: page 14 is blank and page 15 has a fac-simile of a printed page 
of the first Rook of Moses to the end of the 28th verse; page 16 is 
blank and page 17 has a fac-simile of the manuscript page concern- 
ing the years 1746-7: page 18 is blank and page ig gives the Apocr>'- 
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pha, the first 26 verses of Esdras; page 20 is blank and page 21 has 
a line and a half of MS. commencing " Stephen West " ; page 22 is 
blank and page 23 has the title page of the New Testament ; page 24 
is blank and page 25 has the " Royal Command " concerning forms of 
prayer; page 26 is blank and page 27 has the " Ratification/' and the 
table of " Faith in- the Trinity," &c., and at the foot the MS. con- 
cerning "Thomas Summerton," &c.; page 28 is blank and page 29 
has '* A Table of Kindred " and the MS. lines commencing *' George 
Hathaway, Son," &c. The pages 30, 31 and 32 are blank, the last 
two embracing the fly-leaf at the back of the copy of the Bible now 
in the possession of the Lodge of Antiquity at Montreal. 

So that pages 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 
29, all contain either printed matter or fac-simile pages of the old 
Bible and the manuscript entries therein. 

The statement of Col. Lacy is really a brief history of the regi- 
ment and as much of that lodge as the colonel knew. He commences 
with a statement of his own initiation and the finding of the chest of 
the lodge and the Bible. The record book and the copy of the by- 
laws are not extant, so that one has to depend upon the memory of the 
gallant officer with regard to incidents recorded in the work of the 
lodge. 

" The fly-leaf of the printed book of Bye-laws *' may, as Col. 
Lacy says, have contained the statement that Washington was ob- 
ligated thereon, and also that the Bible was captured by the Ameri- 
cans in the War of Independence, and that the book was again cap- 
tured by the French in their attack on the island of Dominica with 
the lodge jewels and mess plate of the officers, but there is no docu- 
mentary evidence of any kind, either direct or collateral, in support 
of the statement. 

The rest of his narrative gives an interesting amount of data con- 
cerning the founding of the lodge, the history of the regiment, the 
entries on the leaves of the Bible, the resuscitation of the lodge and 
the custody of the old Bible. 

This is followed by another and similar statement by Lt.-Col. 
Child, recounting the revival of the lodge in 1833, the in- 
stallation of Col. Lacy as W. M., and the handing over in 1852 to the 
care of Major Maxwell the lodge chest and Bible. The reference to 
the Washington incident was a matter of hearsay with the colonel. 

The next letter is an acknowledgment of the receipt of the chest 
and Bible by Bro. Major-Gen. Alexander Maxwell, of the 46th, in 
1852, from Col. Child. Bro. Maxwell also believed in the old tradi- 
tions regarding chest and book. 

The last statement, written in 1871, by Donald Stuart, at one time 
major of the 46th, is unimportant. He apparently knew nothing. 
He thought " John Skelton " was master of the lodge, and that the 
•young fellows" of the regiment "used to draw John Skelton out 
about Masonry." 

As far as the life of the lodge is concerned during its military 
connection, nothing more can be given than what already appears in 
the foregoing statements. 

The lodge was No. 227, warranted in 1752, by the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, and was known as "The Lodge of Social and Military 
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Virtues," with the motto " Libcns Solvit Merito Votum," the initials 
of the Ancient Roman inscription ** Votum Solvit Libens Merito " 
being transposed to meet the title of the lodge. 

The translation of the Roman inscription is ** He pays his vow 
(or discharges his obligation) wiUingly or justly." Another formula 
is: ** He pays his vow with a willing mind." 

The statement of Col. Lacy, already given, recounts the finding 
of the chest and Bible in 183 1 in the storeroom of the regiment. The 
record book, probably the minute book, and the printed copy of the 
by-laws, with the written memorandum concerning the Washinpon 
incident and the subsequent capture by the enemy of the chest and 
warrant, have disappeared, either lost or destroyed or in the posses- 
sion of some one who declines to make their whereabouts known. 

In 1833 Col. Lacy returned to England and endeavored to revive 
the lodge at Weedon, in Northamptonshire in 1834. The colonel 
succeeded, and was installed as W. M. by the celebrated Dr. Crucifix, 
as an officer of the Grand Lodge of England. Col. Child also refers 
to the resuscitation of the lodge and his installation as S. W. by Dr. 
Crucifix in 1834, and from him we learn that the lodge worked for 
some time at a later period when the regiment was stationed in Ire- 
land. 

Prior to the removal of the regiment to Ireland the brethren 
of Manchester, hearing that a few of the old members of No. 227 had 
the old Bible of the lodge, received the brethren who carried the Bible 
in open lodge with grand honors, and entertained them at a banquet. 
The warrant of 1834 had endorsed thereon a certificate of Bro. Cruci- 
fix, who installed Bro. Lacy as W. M. This fact is attested by the 
Certificate of the three brethren named in the warrant, viz: Bros. 
Lacy, W. M., Goodwin, S. W., and Edwards, J. W. 

After this, Col. Lacy, leaving the regiment. Bro Child h:u\ 
charge of the chest, for the lodge had again become dormant, and 
finally the chest and Bible were handed over to Bro. Maxwell, as \hv 
senior brother in the 46th. 

In connection with the story of Col. I^cy there are a couple of 
statements that apparently conflict. In the ninth paragraph of his 
statement he says: " By a memorandum in the handwriting of Bn> 
Col. Child, now S. O. P. at Belfast, in this Bible. I find the lodc:e \vn«i 
established on 4th May. 1752." 

This is followed by a paragraph in a letter of Col Oiild. dated 
Belfast, I2th August, 1871, in which he says: 

" On the return of the 46th rcgt. to England in i8.v^. it was proposed to 
revive the old regimental lodge, No. 227. This was carried out at Weedon. 
Brother Crucifix coming from London and installing Bro. I-acy, W M.. and 
myself as Senior Warden, and the Lodge worked for «;ome time after our 
arrival in Ireland, but from the number of chanRcs. rnn«;emiont on tht- return 
of a Rcsriment from India, the Lodge again became dormant, and when Bro 
Lacy left the Regiment shortly after, I took charge of the Lodge Chest, which 
I kept for several years ** 

In the above it will he observed that Col. Lacy gives Col. Child 
as his authoritv for the date of the original warrant, whereas Co\ 
Child, it is likely, got his information from the memorandum on the 
back of the warrant of 1834. made and signed by I^cv himf^elf. tmdcr 
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date 22nd February, 1835, when he handed the warrant to Bro. Child. 
This statement in the last paragraph says that the lodge '' No. 227, 
on the Registry of Ireland/' was established on the " 4th March, 
1752, A.L. 5752.*' This shows a discrepancy of two months in the 
statements made. 

Bro. Alex. Murray, in a sketch of the lodge, assigns more im- 
portance to the apparent discrepancy than it merits. He thinks that 
when Bro. Child received the warrant, it was dormant, and that all 
the attending circumstances of 1834-35 had passed out of his mind 
until negotiations were opened in 1846 for the transfer of the warrant 
to Canada, and that he handed over the warrant without making any 
note of the facts contained in the endorsement. Bro. Murray thinks, 
however, that when Bro. Shepherd, as will be seen by the subsequent 
history of the warrant, applied to Ireland for a new warrant of the 
same name and number, he transcribed the endorsations, which could 
not have contained Bro. Child's name, or Bro. Shepherd, wlu) was 
very methodical, would have given it. 

Bro. Murray alludes to the memo, of Bro. Lacy in the Bible, and 
thinks that it was written from memory after parting with the war- 
rant, and that forgetting his own endorsation he accepted that of 
Bro. Child as correct and recorded it in his history of the riil>le. 

The date of the issue of the first warrant was 4th March. 1752. 
and as this is official from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the discussion 
on this point is at rest. 

In 1846 the 46th was stationed at Kingston, and in the regiment 
was Captain Child, the only remaining member of the lodge. He 
had possession of the chest. Bible and other properties of the lodge, 
which, after its reorganization, at Weedon, was only active for a year 
and then became dormant. 

In 1846 Sergeant- Major William Shepherd, of the Royal Artillery 
at Montreal, on behalf of himself and sixteen other Master Masons 
applied to Capt. Child for a transfer of the warrant, the chest and 
property, which consisted of a W. M.'s and P. M.'s jewels and also 
of the jewels of the senior and junior wardens, and of the treasurer 
and secretary and tyler. 

The first negotiation for this transfer of the lodge property took 
place at Laprairie, near Montreal, on the 6th October, 1846, for at this 
time Capt. Child was quartered at that place. 

The deputation which waited on Bro. Child stated that they felt 
that there was opportunity for a lodge under military auspices at 
Montreal, and that it would likely have more success than Ko. 227 
had in the regiment. Bro. Child received the deputation courteously, 
and after some conversation acceded to their request, promising to 
send the warrant. 

This visit to Laprairie is noted in the book> of the LrKl<re ni .\n- 
tiquity. and is borne out by a statement fyled in the (locuincnts <if the 
lodge, showing that expenses were raised hv subscription of the 
members. 

After the deputation returned to Montreal thc\ awaited the ar- 
rival of the warrant. This parchment, however, did not come to hand 
as expected, and anxiety as to its whereabouts or the reason for its 
non-receipt is shown by a draft of a letter in the papers of the lodge 
.<5ent some days later to Capt. Child, at Kingston. Thi< letter read<;- 
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" Sir: — ^The kindness with which, on the 6th ulto., you received the depu- 
tation at Laprairie from the Brethren about to form a Military Lodge, em- 
boldens us once more to trouble you on this subject. The non-arrival of 
the warrant, which you were pleased to say you would send to us, induces 
a fear either that it has miscarried or that you may not have had an oppor- 
tunity of sending it Should the latter be the case, we would feel grateful if 
you would either send it by post, should you not fear for its safety, or desire 
Bro. Sergt. Clay to intimate to us the cause of its detention. Our anxiety 
to promote the object we have in view will, we feel confident, be the only 
apology necessary for thus troubling yott" 

On the 4th of November, 1846, Bro. Shepherd and the brethren 
at Montreal seem to have held possession of the jewels and other 
furniture of the lodge. The following is a copy of the receipt for these 
articles: 

" The undersigned, a committee appointed to carry into effect the estab- 
lishment of a Military Masonic Lodge at Montreal in Canada, do hereby 
acknowledge to have received from Bro. Wm. Child, Captain in Her Majesty's 
46tU Regt, the undermentioned Lodge jewels, etc., which we pledge onrsehres 
and successors to return to the Brethren of the said Regt. (this being the 
consideration on which we have received them) at any period when the said 
Brethren shall demand the same for the purpose of assembling as a Lodge, 
our sole object in desiring possession of them and the warrant to which they 
belong, being to keep in operation a charter which so many interesting cir- 
cumstances have rendered invaluable in the estimation of Free-masons, viz.: 

"Jewels, Silver, with collars, Master, three Mallctts; P. Master, four 
Pillars or Columns; Secretary, four Seals of sorts, handles ; Treasurer, one 
Plumb rule; Tyler, one collar; S. Warden, one sash: J. Warden, six aprons 
and one black silk bag. 

" Wm. T Shepherd. Sect." 
" Montreal, Canada, 4th Nov., 1846." 

However, the warrant had not been received at that date, for Bro. 
Clay, of the 46th, who is referred to in the letter after the visit to 
Laprairie, writes from " Kingston, C. W./' on the loth November, 
1846, as follows: 

Dear Shepherd : — 

I expect by this time your patience is nearly exhausted, but really. I 
could not (you know) hurry the Captain on the subject; however, by fair 
dint of dodging I got it at last I send you the warrant 227 in charge of the 
Steward of the ' Highlander ' steamboat to Lachine. which he assures me will 
be delivered into your hands safe. Capt. Child's good wishes accompany the 
warrant for its success and likewise for your health and happiness. Yon will. 
on receiving the warrant, communicate with me. as I. as well as the Cap., 
should be glad to hear of its safe arrival. May the blessings of God attend 
you in your exertions to promote the welfare of the Craft and mankind 
generally 

" Yours fraternally. 

'* Robert n.iv. 

" Sergt. 46th.- 

The brethren had now the necessary authority to proceed with 
the reorganization of the lodg«. Consequently tlu'v wrote to the Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland from '* Montreal, Canada.'* 
on " November, 1846,'* as follows: — 

"Sir and Bro.:— The Brethren of Her Majesty's 46th Regt. of Foot, hold- 
ing the warrant, No. 297, and eonstituting the Lodge of Social and Military 
'42a 
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Virtues, dated at Dublin the 2nd day of August, A.L. 5834, having for a length 
of time from a variety of circumstances been prevented from assembling as 
a Lodge, have now at the request of the undersigned Master Masons, con- 
sented to the transfer to us of the said warrant, provided the M. W., the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, be pleased to sanction the same. We, therefore, 
having at heart the advancement and prosperity of the Craft, and being de- 
sirous of forming ourselves into a Lodge for the purpose aforesaid, do re- 
spectfully request that the M. W., the Grand Lodge of Ireland will be pleased 
to enfant to us the requisite authority to assemble as a Lodge in the city of 
Montreal in the province of Canada, under the said warrant, and we hereby 
pledge ourselves to act strictly in accordance with the Constitution and dic- 
tates of that august body. We beg to acquaint you that we have nominated 
Bros. Wm. Shepherd to be W. M., W. Robinson to be S. W., and R. Balfour 
to be J. W., and that we have appointed the first Thursday in each month for 
our regular meeting. The circumstances of there being, so far as we know, no 
Lodge in Montreal, Canada, holding from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and 
not having means of reference to its Constitutions, will, we trust, be sufficient 
apology for any informality or deficiency in this application, and should it 
be complied with, we beg you will have the kindness either to forward to us 
by mail a copy of the Constitution, or acquaint us with any material points 
of difference, having reference to what may exist between those of the G. L. of 
England (of which we have a copy) and those of Ireland. And as our names 
have all been registered in the G. L. of England, we take the liberty of referring 
you there, should such a proceeding be considered necessary. 

** If not inconsistent or contrary to the Constitution, and it be in posses- 
sion of the Grand Lodge, we would beg to be entrusted with the warrant in 
lieu of which the present one was granted (bearing date about A.D. 1752), 
many circumstances having occurred to render it a document of no ordinary 
interest, and, moreover, to be allowed to work, if possible, under the same, 
instead of that now in force. If a statement of the requisite fees, etc., required 
by the G. L., be forwarded with the authority herein requested, it will be 
promptly responded to. A reply to this at your earliest convenience will be 
gratefully received by 

" Your obedt. servts., 
"W. Shepherd, late J. W., 729. Reg. of England. 
" Wm. Robinson, 
'• R. Balfour, 
" Phillip St. Hill. 
"F. Fairbraes. 
" R. Colquhoun, 
A. Courtenay, J96, 

** We, the undersigned Masters and Past Masters of Lodges in this city, 
recommend a compliance with the foregoing application. 

"T. Douglas Harington, W.M.; 

St. George's Lodge, No. 643, England; 
"J. Wright. P.M.. of Lodges 214. 643 & 729. 
"John Dean, P.M., 643. England. 
" Montreal, Canada, 

**26th Nov., 1846 
" Be pleased to address under cover to Mr. P. St. Hill, Government 
Officer, Montreal. 

** P.S. In order that no doubts may arise as to any unwillingness to 
transfer the warrant on the part of the Brethren of the 46th Regt., I annex 
an extract from a letter of one of their number." 

This letter, therefore, was an application for a renewal of the 
warrant. In an article in the Montreal ** Masonic News." of 20th 
July, 1886, in addition to the above names, as applying for the war- 
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rant, were those of " Wm. Stevenson and 1>. Xunan." but these two 
do not appear in the MSS. examined. 

The W. M. and P. M.'s who endorsed this application arc well 
known to Canadian Masons. W. Bro. T. D. Ilarinj^ton was W. M. 
of St. George's lodge, No. 643, E. R., working in Montreal. W. Bro. 
J. Wright, was P. M. of lodges, Nos. 214 (St. John's lodge, Quebec), 
643, and 729 (Lodge in the 80th Regt. of I oot), while W. Hro. John 
Dean was the secretary of the Kingston C 'on vent ion, 1818. and of the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge under R. VV. Hro. Simon McGilli- 
vray, 1822-45. He was a member of St. George's lodge, Xo. 643. 

Bro. Phillips St. Hill was a West Indian in the employ of the 
government. He was afterwards in Toronto, and was one of the 
charter members of St. John's lodge in that city. 

The reply to this application was not j)r<m]pt. but it had the merit 
of being explicit as an expression of opinion from the authoritiis at 
Dublin. The Grand Secretary pointed out that no meml>ers of the 
lodge had a right to transfer the warrant without permission from 
the Grand Lodge, and that Sergt. Clay was not a registered member 
of the lodge, although Bro. Child was. The Oand Secretary then 
asked for a memorial in proper form, statin*^' that the request for a 
new warrant would then be complied with. The U-tter read: 

" Freemasons' Hall, 

•• Dublin. Foby 26th. iR47. 
" Dear Sir and Bro.: — 

*' I duly received your favor of 20th Nov list, rospcctinjr Masonic 
warrant. No. 227, and in reply beg to state that tho moinlurs ot ih.ii l-od^'e 
had no right to transfer the warrant to any other pariu's without leave first 
obtained from the Grand Lodge. You certainly have acted very prnptrly in 
making the application as you have done, and which I have no doubt would 
meet every attention under other circumstances, hut the warrant 227 having 
been granted to the 46th Regt. ncaly 100 years acn as a military warrant to 
be attached to that Regt. only, if the members coui<l nm continue working it 
they should have returned it to us, which would hrne prrxented any mcrease 
of dties or arrears accumulating against it. and we would have kept the num- 
ber unissued as long as they wished to give them tlie opp<»rtuniiy of redeem- 
ing it, if they should hereafter desire it 

"With respect to the original warrant, it was rt»unu«l ti» tis many ye.irs 
ago, so defaced and worn out that it was quite illct^ible. and tlie one yon have 
issued in lieu of it. The old one was. of course, imtuediaiely cancelled. I 
have to observe that Scrgt. Robt. Clay, who sent you the warrant, is not a 
registered member of 227, and, therefore, had no authority to act as he has 
done. Capt. Child is. If you are desirous of taking out a warrant from the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland you will please forward a memorial, similar in sub- 
stance to that already sent, at the same time sending the old warrant, and 
you can have the same number if you wish it: indeed, it is the earliest number 
now at our disposal, so many new warrants have been applied tor. and issued 
within the last two or three years, that all the scni«»r uumbers are taken up 
that were vacant. 

"I enclose a copy of our laws for y»»ur ininTiivit'»ni bv wii'.h vi>u wll 
perceive that every application for a new warrant «^ti'>u!«l h.ive the recommenda- 
tion of three neighborinsj I^odges. but as there are n«nu' under the Irisb (/ou- 
stitution in the vicinity of Montreal, it would be u!\i«iab!e to get as many 
signatures of registered Irish Masons as possible H:..s I) - — — of f^.V and 
Jcr. O'Connell of 185. are both registered with iw M^o il.t recommendation 
of the \V Masters of the Fn^lish Lodges, as wcv i.» vom i.nnur appl'C.iti'»n 

•'I am, dear Sir and Rro . 

" Yours f.nih'iillv. 
"Wm. Shepherd. Fsd . " iVr b'- r..-].r nO? 

"Montreal." «;.oree Rrink'n 
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Within a month to the day Bro. Shepherd and his brethren had 
complied with the instructions from Ireland. On the 26th March, 
1847, Bro. Shepherd replied, stating that Bros. Campbell and Child 
did not relinquish any claim to the warrant, but only consented, upon 
the understanding that the Grand Lodge would consent, that Bro. 
Clay was only a medium of communication and was not to be blamed 
for a fraternal act, and that the application for a transfer was not a 
desire to save expense, but rather to possess an old and treasured 
document of great antiquity in preference to a new one, and he closed 
with a request that the application of 20th November, 1846, be 
granted. The letter read: 

*' Montreal, Canada, 

"26 March, 1847. 
" Sir & Bro. :— 

" We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot Bro. Rankin's obliging 
communication of the 26th Feby last, with the enclosures, and beg leave to 
acquaint you in reference thereto: 

" I. That Bro. Major Campbell & Capt. Child (the only remaining mem- 
bers of the Lodge, we believe) have not relinquished their right to the warrant 
but only consented to its transfer to us in the event of the Grand Lodge sanc- 
tioning such proceeding. From this you will perceive that the warrant has 
not been transferred but only entrusted to us. 

"2. That Bro. Robert Clay acted only as the medium of communication 
between the above-named Brethren and us, the 46th Regt, being at a distance 
of 200 miles from Montreal, and we beg to explain that our only object in 
forwarding an extract from his letter was to show to the G. L. that there 
existed no objection to the transfer of the warrant. Bro. Clay, therefore, we 
respectfully suggest, is not to be blamed in this matter. 

" 3. That it was not with a view to expect the saving of expenses that we 
applied for a transfer of the warrant. No. 227, in preference to a new one. 
but rather to possess one, the original of which is of so ancient a date, and 
which so many circumstances have combined to render (together with the 
jewels which the Brethren of the 46th Regt. have generously entrusted to our 
care) of great value in Masonic estimation. 

" We, therefore, beg leave most urgently to request that our application 
of 26th Nov. last may be granted, viz.: the transfer to us and the Brethren 
named in the annexed par. (Registered Master Masons under the Irish Con- 
situation, of the warrant, No. 227, and in the event of our request being ac- 
ceded to we will become responsible to the Grand Lodge for the amount 
of dues, etc., owing by the late lodge, and will, with pleasure, forward there- 
with the customary fees, etc., consequent on the transfer of the charter, re- 
gistries, an account of which if sent us with your reply will meet our prompt 
attention. 

" We would, in conclusion, respectfully request a speedy reply to this 
communication, as much longer delay may reduce our members, and render 
more difficult the formation of the Lodge. 

" We are, etc.. 

*' Wm. Shepherd. 
" Wm. Robinson, 
" P. St. Hill, 

'• For the Brethren." 

** We, the undersigned Master Masons, registered in the books of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, desire to unite in the foregoing application, and 
in that of the 26th of Nov., 1846 {\ copy of which we have perused), it being 
our purpose to become members of the Lodge, No. 227. if permitted by the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland to be constituted. 
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"Jeremiah O'Connell, No. 185; 

''John Dalton, No. 295; 

" Thos. Donaldson, No. 754; 

Robert Smith. No. 588: 

T. W. Ray, 588; 

D. Gillan. No. 2291" 

Accompanjring- this letter was a personal communication to the 
Grand Secretary of Ireland, a reading of which must create a smile 
among those who know something of the trials and difficulties that 
surround the obtaining of signatures to petitions and other documents 
of a like character. Bro. Shepherd wrote : 

" Dear Sir: I must apologize for the soiled state of the accompanying 
letter, which I would not forward were there sufficient time to allow of my 
obtaining the signatures to a clean copy, which there is not. The accident oc- 
curred from its having been carried about for signatures in a very severe snow 
storm, and the falling of a lighted candle upon it by one of the Brethren." 

On the 1 2th of June, the reply of the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
was received in Montreal. The petition had been dealt with by the 
Board of General Purposes at Dublin, in May, the resolution of that 
body being as follows: 

*' Grand Lod^jc of Ireland. 

•• Dublin. May 6th, 1847. 
" Read a memorial signed by nine Brethren, principally on the register 
of the Grand Lodge of England, residing in Montreal. Canada, praying that 
warrant, No. 227, Irish registry, at present held by the 46th Rept. misht be 
transferred to them, and permission be given to have the meetings of the 
Lodge held permanently in Montreal as a civil lodge, which was recom- 
mended by the W. M.. and several Past Masters of Lod«4c 643. Knglish Con- 
stitution. 

" The Board of General Purposes recommended that the old warrant, 
No. 227, being returned, the same number be issued to memorialists, which 
recommendation of the Board was approved of and contirmrd by the Grand 
Lodge. 

•* By Order. 

"J. Fowler. I) G Sect. 
" Bro. Wm. Sliepherd^ 
*' Wm. Robinson. 
" Robert Balfour. 

and other memorialists." 

On receipt of this letter Bro. Shepherd communicated with Hro. 
Child, at Kingston, enclosing copies of the correspondence with Ire- 
land, and stating that, as it was necessary to return the old warrant 
he begged to request Bro. Child to consent and promptly answer. 
The letter to Bro. Child, which was without date but which was pro- 
bably written on the 13th June, read: 

"Sir: — I regret that T am apain under the nroc*<ity of troubling you on 
the subject of the warrant which you have knul'y consented to tr.m^frr to 
certain Brethren here By the enclosed copies of correspondence with the 
Grand Lodge, which I deem it right to put you in p«w^es«iion of. you will 
perceive that it is neces«;ary to send home the old warr.mt and take out a new 
one (this would not have been necessary had it been under the the Knglt%h 
Constitution). At a meeting: oi sixteen of i-jur Brethren, held last eveninj? 
it was resolved tliat in the evrnt of yonr sanctioning: the return to the Grand 
Lodge of the presrnt warrant we apply for a n<\v rme of the same ntnnher 
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and title. For this purpose I now trouble you, trusting you will have no 
objection to our pursuing the course recommended by Grand Lodge, par- 
ticularly as in the event of the Brethren of the Regt. wishing to repossess 
themselves of the warrant, jewels, etc., the expenses to them will be no 
greater than paying the amount of the arrears due on the old one. 

"There is one point in the Grand Lodge minutes to which it may be 
necessary to advert, namely, the meetings to be held as a civil lodge. I beg 
to explain that it was deemed desirable not to bind ourselves under the re- 
strictions of a military lodge, there being no other here under the Irish Con- 
stitution. Notwithstanding this the Lodge will be essentially a Military, 
though nominally a civil one. 

" It being the anxious wish of the Brethren to forward oar application 
home by the mail which will close here on the 14th inst., we would feel grate- 
ful if you would favor us with your decision (through Scrgt. Clay) on the 
above subject at your earliest convenience." 

On the receipt of Bro. Shepherd's letter Bro. Child had com- 
municated with Bro. Clay, and that Bro. wrote to Bro. Shepherd in 
connection with the dues in arrear on the old warrant. Bro. Clay 
wrote: 

" Kingston, loth June, 1847. 
" Dear Shepherd : — 

*' You see Capt. Child has not delayed writing, as you will have a note 
from him at the same time you receive this. He appears much concerned 
for your prosperity in your new undertaking, as we have had a long con- 
versation on the subject when I gave him the two notes. He seems to think 
that providing you take a new warrant, which is only £7, you might in your 
next communication with the Grand Lodge mention whether you could not 
have the old number renewed at less than £6, on the ground that the Lodge 
was not working, and as Masons, I think they would on that head only have 
a little lenity. 

" However, if it appears nothing can be done with the old number, Capt. 
Child desires me to inform you, he will communicate with Capt. Lacy (46th) 
the then installed Master to collect the amount from each member. But you 
will be able to judge from the Captain's letter how to act. 

" Yours aflfectionately. 

*' Kohert Clay. 

*• Sergt. 46th." 

On the same date Bro. Child also wrote to Bro. Shepherd, agreeing 
to the proposal to return the original warrant. He expressed the 
opinion that the dues should not run while the lodge was dormant, 
and offered to write to Col. Lacy, the P. M., to call upon the old 
members to contribute to pay off the amount claimed by the Grand 
Lodge. 

By this time Bro. Shepherd, who had been indefatigable in his 
interest in the revival of the lodge, sent a petition to Ireland, on 12th 
June, 1847. This petition was signed by fifteen Masons. 

With this memorial was a letter to the Grand Secretary of Ire- 
land from Bro. Shepherd. The letter is undated and incomplete, but 
it was evidently a draft of the entire letter that accompanied the me- 
morial. It read: 

" Sir & Bro: In acknowlcdjjing receipt of Bro Rankin's communication 
of the loth ulto. permit nic. in the first place, to tontlcr my acknowledgment 
for your very prompt attention to our application. I enclose the old %varrant 
as well as a copy of a note I have received from Bro Child, from which latter 
document vou will learn the cause of the accunutlatinn nf dues remaininjf an- 
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settled, and that Capt. Child was unaware of the existence of such debt, and 
would have remained so had I not deemed it right to forward him copies of 
our correspondence on this subject, and as it would be desirable and proper 
that the debt should be erased from the accounts of the Grand Lodge, I would 
beg to be permitted to suR^cst (as the duty of defraying this charge would 
fall on one or two remaining Brethren, who possibly were not parties to the 
omission in not reporting the cessation from working of the Lodge) the pro- 
priety of cancelHng the charge for annual subscription during the period of 
the warrant laying dormant, as it would appear that Bro. Child is desirous that 
the charge should be defrayed. I would further beg to acquaint you that the 
Brethren are particularly desirous that the title of the warrant, 227, be re- 
tained, as the Lodge wMI in a great measure be composed of Military Brethren, 
when there does not happen to be a military Lodge in Montreal, and the 
jewels are so marked. I enclose a check on the Provincial Bank of Ireland 
for the sum of seven ponn*ls Stg.'* 

To the nuMiiMn.'il and letter a reply came dated " Freemasons' 
Hall, Dublin, July jnd, rS47,'* to this effect: 

*' Dear Sir and Bro :-- 

"Your favor n't i.^tli June reached me just in time to lay your memorial 
for the warrant before the (irand Lodge at its monthly meeting last night, 
anl 1 have ^reat pbasure in >.iying that it was ordered. I lose no time, there- 
fore, in for\var<ling it by tln^i day s po«ii. which I believe will have it in Liver- 
pool in time for to-morrow's i)acket. 

•* 1 received the order f<»r seven pounds which pays for the warrant. You 
still owe for the transfer of fourteen Brethren, who signed the memorial, in 
addition to the three named in the warnni. whose registry fees are included 
in the £7. With respect to the arrears against the old warrant all that will be 
required is the amount (»i dues for the time which Capt. Child considers the 
Lodge may have arrually worked. 

" I have just linu- to conclude with wishing Lodge 227 every success and 

prosperity. 

** Yours laithfully. 

• Per John Fowler, D. D. G. S., 
"Wm. Shepherd. Im|. "George Rankin." 

" Montreal " 

This letter, states T.nv Alexander Murray, is endorsed by Bro. 
Shepherd, as * Kcctivcd. March 1K48, answered 14th March, 1848." 
This was an interval of cii:lit months, and the reason for the delay m 
the receipt of the warrant is thus explained: — 

When the tir>t application was made for a warrant Bro. Shep- 
herd in writinir tn the tirand Secretary of Ireland, directed him to 
address the letter, which woidd contain the warrant to Phillip St. 
Hill, Government ottice, Montreal. When the application for the 
warrant was renewed Bro. Shepherd, in writing to Ireland, omuied 
this instruction a^ to the address of the letter, and the Grand Secre- 
tary, having tc»ri:«uten the orig^inal instructions, addressed the letter 
direct to Bro. Slunhenl at the Post ( )trice in Montreal. The letter, 
containincr the warrant, reached Moturoal in due course, hut in those 
davs there wa^; no postal delivery, and Bro. Shepherd, expecting that 
the letter would he aildressed tt> T.ro. St. Hill at the Govermneut 
Office, applied tt> him for such a Utter, never dreaming that it would 
he addressed to himself direct. However, it was not only addressed to 
him, hut was al^o adverti-^ed as heing in the post office and in due 
c<nirse returned to London, stamped " .\dvortised and not called for 

Postage even in the <lavs of 1846 was an expensive matter, for 
thr charge for -ending a f>ackage such as this warrant from Eng- 
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land to Canada would amount to about a dollar. Bro. Shepherd evi- 
dently desirous of saving the postal charges, desired the package to be 
addressed to the Government Office, where it would have been de- 





livered free. The original envelope, when sent to this country, 
showed a charge of 5s. 2j/id. for postage payable on the warrant. 
This envelope is stamped July 2nd, 1847, and Nov. isth. 1847, ^"^ 
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with some illegible marks. It is now in the possession of the Lodge 
of Antiquity. 

Thus was the mystery of the delay solved. The warrant, dated 
1st July, 1847, having been received and everything being in order, 
the lodge was summoned and duly constituted by tiie officers of St 
George's lodge, No. 643, E. R., on the 23rd March, 1848. 

On December 7th, 1848, Bro. Shepherd communicated with the 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. He wrote: 

" Sir & Bro: Referring to my communication to you of the 14th of 
March. I embrace the present opportunity of acquainting you that the Lodge, 
No. 227, was duly constituted and its officers installed on the 23rd of that 
month, and I annex for the information of Grand Lodge a list of officers and 
members by which you will perceive there has been a considerable falling off 
between the dates of our application and the receipt of the warrant. In a com- 
munication which I received from Bro. Capt. Child, 46th Regt., I find that 
the old Lodge ceased working in less than twelve months after taking out the 
warrant. 

"If at your convenience you will acquaint this Lodge with the amount 
due to the Grand Lodge the same will be remitted. 

" I am. Sir & Bro., 
" Fraternally yours. 

" W. Shepherd. W. M. No. 227. I. R. 
"The Grand Sect, 

" Grand Lodge of Ireland, 

"Dublin." 

"Address in future T. D. HarinKton, E<;<i , W. M., I^dgc. 227. G<»vcTn- 
ment Oflice, Montreal, who since the above was written has been elected \V. 
M. for the ensuing year." 

The officers and members returned at this time were as follows: 

W. Bro. Wm. Shepherd. W M. Hrc). IMiilip S 11:11. S 1> 

W. Bro. T. D. Harington. P. M. Bro. Wm Stcvens<.n. J \) 

Bro. Courtenay, Bro. S. Compain. I. (i 

Firc). Wm Robinson. S W. Bro. Robert Coi«|iih«»un. I vK-r 

Bro. W. G. Malcolm. J. W. Bro. John Duktv 

Bro. Geo. J. Stanley. Stct. Bro. Isaac Moffat 
Bro. John Dalton, Treas. 

In a former letter Bro. Shepherd had referred to the fact that 
while the lodp^e would be essentially a military one. its complexion 
night chang^e from the removal of some of the military brethren, and 
it is very probable that W. Bros. T. D. Harington and Courtenay. 
1 oth past masters of St. George's and Elgin lodges, affiliated with \o. 
227 in order to show their desire for its success. Bro. Harini^ton 
affiliated in May, 1848, and was elected \V. M. at the communication 
of December, 1848, and on 22nd C)ctober, 184Q. withdrew from the 
nu-mbership of the lodge as he was leaving the city of Montreal 
Bro. Harington was an officer of the Government, 

There is no record of the work of the lodge tmtil 27th IVoeniher. 
1854. when at the regular communication the following otnc«T^ and 
brethren were present: 

W. Bro. W. G. Malcolm. W^ M.; V. W. Bro. W. M. Brown. V M : V 
W Bro. E. Morris. Acttr. S. W.; V. W. Bro. J. Thom. T. W: V W Bro 
J A. B. McGdI. Actg. S. D : V \V. Bro. Kobensky. J. D : V W Ui., C 
Vangibson, I. G.; V. \V. Bro. Wm. Hannab. Tyler, and otbcr Brethren m\^ 
vi«»it<>TS 
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As is known by a reading of other parts of this history, in 1855, 
meetings, which led to the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
were held, and those who had charge of the matter communicatcfl 
with the different lodges in Canada in all jurisdictions, with the idea 
of having each lodge represented at the Convention, which was to be 
held on the 2nd Wednesday in October, 1855, at Hamilton. On the 
receipt of a communication on this subject a meeting of Xo. 227 was 
held, but being an emergent meeting it was laid over until the next 
regular communication. At this meeting, which took place on the 
6th Sept., 1855, the secretary read a communication, with the resolu- 
tions adopted by the Convention held in the Clifton House, Niagara 
Falls, on the 19th July, for the purpose of considering the expediency 
of forming an independent Grand Lodge, and requesting delegates 
to be sent to a Convention, to be held at Hamilton on the loth Octo- 
ber. The proposals were discussed in the lodge, and resolutions were 
carried to the effect: 

" That this Lodge fully concurs in the views contained in said communi- 
cation as regards the expediency of establishing an Independent Grand Lodge 
for Canada as they consider it will be of great benefit to the craft in general. 
and Bro. E. Morris, S. W.. and R. A. Malcolm. J. W.. be rc<incstcd to attend 
the meeting to be held in Hamilton next month, as delegates from this Lod^c, 
and that the Sect, inform Bros. Thos. B. Harris, Sect, to said Convention, of 
the same." 

On the 1st November, 1855, the regular meeting of the lo<l<^e 
was held, when the delegates, who had been appointed at the regular 
meeting in September, reported that they had been unable to attend 
the meeting at Hamilton, but were happy to inform the brethren that 
It had been fortunate enough to secure as its representative R. W, 
Bro. Dr. Bernard, W. M. of St. George's lodge, and trusted that the 
lodge would approve of their action in this regard. It may he said 
that no meeting had been held on the regular night in October, owing 
to the fact that the fall of Sebastopol was celebrated with illumina- 
tions and rejoicings, not only in Montreal, but all over the Doniinion. 

At the meeting in November, Bro. Bernard was present, and 
made his report to the lodge, stating that the Grand Lodge of Canada 
had been established and its officers appointed. The brethren were 
pleased with the action of Bro. Bernard, and. therefore. pas.>cd a 
resolution of thanks and admitted him as an honorary member, in 
consideration of the services rendered by him to the Craft in the 
establishment of the Grand Lodge. The lodge further approvc<l and 
confirmed his action as proxy delegate, by resolving : 

" That the report delivered by R. W. Bro. Bernard be received nn \ this 
Lodge highly approve and confirm the conduct of our proxy delegate R W. 
Bro. Bernard, and tlie proceedings of the Convention hold at M.innll"i* on 
the loth Oct. last, and will affiliate w'lh s-h'm] Lodirc>^. 

"That thi^ Lodge recognize the Grand I.od^e of Cinnd.i .i« xho S'lpnme 
and only legitimate Masonic authority in Canada. 

"That this lodge hereby surrenders its warrant t<i the Grand l.odco of 
Ireland and will hereafter exist under the jurisdiction «if the Canadian Grand 
Lodge." 

There does not seem to have been any record of the return of 
the Irish warrant or of the receipt of the new warratit fmni tlu- Grand 
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Lodge of Canada, but the latter organization gratitcd a warrant 
to tlic l^odge of Social and Military Viriites, Mo. 227, on the register 
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, as an affiliated lodge under the same 
designation and enrolled as No. i on its registry, on 26th Novcmlier, 
1855, the following brethren being named thereon as officers; Wni. 
M. Browne, W.M.; Edwin Morris, S.W.; Robert A. Malcolm, J.W.; 
Wm. G. Malcolm, Gostick Reinhardt, John F. Bower, \Vm. Bower 
and others. The warrant is signed by Wm. Mercer Wilson. Grand 
Master ; A. Bernard, D.G.M.. and Thos. B. Harris as Grand Sec- 
retary. 

Attached to the warrant is an ofBcial copy of the resolution of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, authorizing the change of name from "The 
Lodge of Social and Military Virtues " to " The Lodge of Antiquity." 
and givintj to the lodge the privilege of wearing gold instead of silver 
Jewels. This resolution reads ; 

■" Rt^rdvcd that Ihe Lodge of Social & MiliUry Virtues shall henceforth 
be called Ihc Lodge of Antiquity, wear gold instead o( Silver Jewels and take 
precedence of all numbered Lodges. 

" Given under my hand and seal of this Grand Lod(;e at ttamilton, the 
24lh of AuRust, A.L. 5857, A.D. 1857. 

"Thos. B Harris. G Soet-" 
It is recorded that at the regular cotnmunicalion of thi.-; lodge, 
held on the isi of May, 1856, 

" The W. M. read a copy oi the olVicial reciiKniti"" •>> ili'' <>r^iiid l.odite 
of Canada (and its subordinate Lodges working un<U-r tht'ir iiiTiiili>-tii>iii by 
thf Grand L.kIkc of Ireland, when it wa^ ptn,,.,secl by Hr.. K .\ \l..lc"li". 
seconded by Bro. Levine, that a cornniiini.-,iii,.n be miu t.. ib.' ' ir;uid l.ip.ke 
of frrland embodying the thanks and good wishes <ii Ibi'- l.i>.it:i- inr ilu- k7n.|. 
ness and attention shown them during the long lime ili-il they h;>d worked 
undi-r a charter of the said Grand I.od^e ()t Ireland, ami a .ciiriinilln' of the 
K. W. the D. G. M . the W. M. and the S W. were named 10 carry ihe same 
into effect." 

This is practically all that is kntnvn of the hislnry and w.-rk of 
this lodge from its revival in 1848 down to its alViliatiim willi Ihc 
Grand Lodge of Canada. A resume of its history sliovvs tlint the 
original warrant was granted 4th March. 1752. thni a -ccond wnrraiit 
was granted in 1801, but that this warrant was l<ist in I )r>niini(a, \V I,. 
in 1S05; that a third warrant was issued in 1805. hiii that this wa«; 
returned to the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1834. ?o illcgihle as to be 
undecipherable. On the 2nd .August, 18,^4, a warrant wne issni{l to 
Bros. Lacy. Godwin and R. J. Edwards, of the 46th Regiment., and 
this warrant was returned to the Grand Lodge nf Ireland on the i,iih 
Tunc, 1847. On the ist July. 1847. a warrant w.-is is?;ued to Wi'liam 
Shepherd. W. Robinson and R. Balfour, as W M . S W. and J. W . 
respectively, and this warrant was returned to the Grand Secretary 
of Ireland on the affiliation of the Indite with Ihc Grand T-"dge of 
ran.ida, and finally the name of tlic Ind-e was ch.in<:cd lo " The l.odg- 
of .\nti(iuity," taking precedence of all numbered lodges. 
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CHAPTER XCV. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 231, Grand Registry of Ireland, City 
OF Hamilton, Township of Barton, County of Went- 
woRTH, 1852-55. 

St. John's lodge, No. 231, was one of the lodges founded in Can- 
ada prior to 1855 t)y the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The warrant was 
dated 2nd July, 1852, with W. Bro. T. B. Harris, W.M.; Alfred 
Booker, S.W., and J. W. Kerr, as J. W. 

The first re^^ular meeting: was held on the 27th December, 1852, 
in the Germania hall, north-east comer of John and Main streets, 
Hamilton, when the officers were installed by V. W. Bros. Richard 
Bull, Charles Magill, H. B. Bull and S. Farewell. 

As the 27th was the celebration of the festival by other Hamilton 
lodges, St. John's was called for 6.30 p.m., and after installation and 
the reading of petitions for initiation from Messrs. John Berry, C. H. 
Clarke and James F. Carter, the lodge closed at 7.30 p.m., and the 
W. M., officers and members having accepted an invitation to dinner 
from the members of Strict Observance lodge, a lodge of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, under M. W. Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab, they 
adjourned to the City Hotel, and an enjoyable evening was spent. 

The second regular meeting was held on the 20th January, 1853, 
when the ballot was passed on the proposals read at the previous meet- 
ing, and 



" upon the Senior Deacon proceeding to prepare Mr. Bury for his initia- 
tion having refused to comply with ancient usage, he was allowed to retire." 

Mr. Clarke was initiated and three propositions were read and 
the lodge closed. 

On the 17th February, 1853, the third meeting was held, at which 
there was quite a gathering. Two petitions were read, and Mr. Chas. 
Norton was initiated. A committee was appointed to compile by- 
laws, and the monthly dues were fixed at one shilling and three pence 
currency^ and iB3. 15s. od. as the initiation fee, which included the 
Grand Lodge certificate. 

At an emergent meeting held on the 24th January, 1853, Mr. G. 
T. Malcolmson and Mr. McLean were initiated and Mr. J. Copp was 
proposed. At the March meeting it was resolved to purchase a Rihle. 
cushion, square and compass and twelve aprons for the use of the 
lodge. On the passing of this resolution the following brethren 
signified their intention of presenting the lodge with the articles re- 
quired : Bros. C. L. Beard and T. C. Clarke, the square and compass; 
Bro. J. W. Kerr, a Bible; Bro. James Seymour, circulars for meetinp:s; 
Bros. Norton, Malcolmson and McLean, aprons, and the W. M. the 
cushion. 

An emergent meeting on the 24th March and a regular on the 21st 
April were devoted to degree work. It was resolved to expend £10 
" towards the contemplated improvements and the purchase of an 
rrgan and new furniture for the Masonic hall." and that a chest he 
furnished for the jewels, regalia and other property of the lodge 
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The meetings of April and May were for degree work, and at the 
June meeting, as W. Bro. T. B. Harris was about to visit Ireland, he 
was empowered to take with him and " pay over to that Grand Lodge 
the amount of dues owing by the lodge." This meeting had been 
called for an afternoon hour and was called off at 5.30. In the even- 
ing the brethren proceeded to the Church of the Ascension, in com- 
pany with the brethren of Barton lodge, when a sermon was preached 
by Rev. Bro. Dr. Lundy, after which the brethren dined together at 
the City Hotel. On Sunday, the 24th July, the lodge attended the 
funeral of the late Bro. Pollard. 

At the September meeting in 1853 a proposal to aid in the erec- 
tion of an orphan asylum for the Craft was deferred until the return 
of the W. M. from Ireland. W. Bro. Harris, the W. M., was in the 
chair at the October meeting, having returned from Europe. At this 
meeting a committee was appointed to confer with a similar com- 
mittee from Strict Observance lodge, witli regard to the founding of 
an orphans' asylum. 

At the meeting on the 17th November. i>^53, it was resolved that 
an emergency meeting be held on the 24th Xovemher for the pur- 
pose of meeting delegates from other lodges. t<» coM»^i^^e^ certain resolu- 
tions passed at the meeting of King Solomon's lod^e, Toronto, held 
on the loth November. About this time the cjnestion as to the estab- 
lishment of an independent Grand Lodge was being discussed in 
Masonic circles. On the loth November delegates from the Irish 
lodges were present at the meeting of King Solomon's lodi:*\ Toronto, 
and resolutions to the effect that the rapid increase of kvl^es in Can- 
ada under the Grand Lodge of Ireland recinired a provincial govern- 
ing authority; that a committee be appoiniol to dratt restilntions for 
the government of such, and, further, that for the better management 
of business connected with Masonry in Canada West, an in(le|»endent 
Grand Lodge be established, and that the Grand Lodt^e of Ireland 
be notified of the intention of the brethren in this inris«lirtion to form 
an independent Grand Lodge for Canada West. 

The adjourned meeting was held in due course at Hamilton on 
the 24th November, at which delegates were present. The proceed- 
ing^ of this meeting are duly recorded in the chapter devoted to the 
history of the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada. St. John's 
lodge endorsed the course adopted, and its as>iNtance contributed 
materially in the discussions which followed, and which eventually 
resulted in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

In December, 1853, it was determined to celebrate the ie>tival of 
St. John, the Flvangelist. by a Ma>onic hall. TIuti* i\**i-^ not sroni 
to have been any record of the meeting on the 27th Xovetnher, except 
that the proceedings of the 15th December. 1853, were confirmed ** this 
27th December, 5853." 

At the meeting of 26th January. 1S54. the lod^e derided to pay 
the cost of the convention held on the 24th Xovemher. 1853. and also 
passed a vote of thanks "to Bro. Sir Allan MacXah for hi*; presence 
(notwithstanding his weak state of health) at our late ball," In 
another resolution the brethren presented ** our substantial expression 
of gratitude to Hro. Richard Ihill for many acts of brotherly kindness 
he has shown St. John's lodge." 
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The meetings from January to April were principally for the 
routine work of the lodge, including a large amount of degree work. 
At the meeting of the isth June, 1854, Brantford lodge, No. 323, 
another lodge on the Irish register, invited the members to celebrate 
the festival of St. John the Baptist, with them, and at the same meet- 
ing the lodge acknowledged the receipt of the proceedings of the 
convention held at London, Canada West, 1854, in connection with 
the organization of the Grand Lodge of Canada. This was the con- 
tinuation of the convention held on the 24th November, in Hamilton, 
and the lodge ordered that the communication be ** deposited in the 
archives of this lodge." 

After the installation of officers, W. Bro. J. W. Kerr, being in- 
stalled master, a conversation then ensued as to the proper manner 
of celebrating St. John's day. One proposed an excursion by rail- 
way, another a dinner at Bro. Norton's, and finally a committee was 
appointed to confer with sister lodges in Hamilton on the subject 
The invitation from Brantford was respectfully declined, as the lodge 
proposed " to celebrate the day at home.*' Before the meeting closed 
W. Bro. J. W. Kerr, the new master, " made some feeling remarks," 
complimentary to the retiring master, \V. Bro. T. B. Harris, allud- 
ing to his long and arduous services in connection with the lodge, and 
" the many benefits it has received at his hands." The brethren had 
the highest regard for Bro. Harris, and *' concurred sincerely in the 
sentiments expressed by Bro. Kerr," to all of which Bro. Harris 
" happily and suitably replied." 

At the meeting of 17th August, 1854, it was resolved to present 
W. Bro. T. B. Harris with a past master's jewel, and this intention was 
put into effect on the 7th Decem])cr following. 

At the meeting of 21st September, after degree work, the lodge 
decided to lend Bro. Lelany, of Dunnville, $20, ** to enable him to re- 
erect his building which was destroyed by a tremendous storm on the 
1st August last." 

At the meeting of 19th October, 1854, Mr. Brackstone Baker, 
and Mr. W. K. Muir, both of the Great Western Railway, were initi- 
ated. Mr. Brackstone Baker subsequently filled a high position in 
connection with the Craft, and represented some Masonic bodies in 
England as a member of the United Grand Lodge of England. Mr. 
W. K. Muir was afterwards general manager of the Detroit and 
Milwaukee Railway. 

On the 2nd November, 1854, it was resolved to appoint W. Bro. 
T. B. Harris as a delegate to the convention, to be held at Toronto 
on the 9th November in connection with the formation of the inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge. At an emergency on the 30th November it 
was resolved to celebrate St. John's day by a dinner, and to arrange 
the matter with Strict Observance lod<^c, *' it being understood that a 
subscription be taken up for the relief of families of poor and dis- 
tressed brothers." The committee decided that the dinner should be 
at Bro. T. Davidson's City Hotel, and that a deputation wait upon the 
Provincial Grand Master, Sir .Allan MacNab, and request his pres- 
ence, and that the amount collected at the festival be divided amongst 
the lodges of Strict Obser\'ance and St. John's for distribution in their 
benevolent funds. 
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On the 21st December, 1854, Bro. W. C. Stephens, secretary of 
the Great Western Railway, was admitted a member of the lodge, 
and at this meeting Bro. Carleton tendered his resignation, owing to 
his leaving the country. The brethren expressed the hope ** that the 
Great Architect of the Universe may shield and protect him where- 
ever Trovidence may cast his lot." 

It was also resolved at this meeting to communicate with Barton 
lodge relative to the proposed alterations required at the Masonic 
hall. This hall was situated on the north-east corner of Main and 
John streets, and was known as the Germania Hall. Barton lodge 
and Strict Observance lodge also met in this hall. 

At the meeting of January 18th, 1855, Bro. Bull, who had been 
appointed on a committee from Strict Observance lodge, to wait upon 
St. John's lodge and Barton lodge and ask for their co-operation with 
regard to the establishment of a general Masonic benevolent fund, 
asked St. John's lodge to appoint delegates on a committee for this 
purpose. 

The celebration of the festival of St. John, in December, 1854, 
while it had been a great success as a social rcimion, had not proved 
so satisfactory financially, as a statement prepared showed a deficit 
of £1. 14s. 2d., which the lo<lgc ordered to be paid. Thi-i, howrver. 
was a separate account from the donations received at the festival, for 
these were ordered to be distributed in accordance with the original 
proposal. At this meeting a jewel was voted to W. Bro. Kerr for 
his services to the lodge. 

On the 15th February, 1855, there was an animated discussion 
over the introduction of a candidate, who had been favorably reported 
upon by the committee. The secretary informed the lo<lge that the 
W. M. had stated to him that a brother of the lodge had an objec- 
tion to the candidate, and added that he would like to hear the objec- 
tion of this brother. Upon the request being made the objecting 
brother declined to state his reasons, but " said he would blackball 
the candidate.'* It appears that this friction arose from the fact that 
the candidate announced himself a carpenter when he really was a 
"tucker," and "he having assumed a profession which he is not en- 
titled to, he would not sit with him, nor associate with him, nor give 
him the right hand of fellowship," after which the W. M. expressed 
a desire to have the opinion of some past masters, and ** the contend- 
ing parties abandoned the discussion." 

The fact that the candidate was a tuck-pointer seems to have 
been a serious matter to, at least, one member of the knlgc. The 
objector evidently thought that the connection of men who worked 
in wood, brick and plaster was not de^^irable. .\t this meetinir Bro 
C. J. Brydges, of the Great Western Railway, who desired amliation 
with the lodge, and who was proposed at a former meetini^. was bal- 
loted for. and accepted. Before the lodj^e closed Bro. William 
Thomas, who had objected to a candidate, because he was a ** tuck- 
pointer,** and W. Bro. Kerr, the W. M.. ** shook hands and made 
ample apologies for the unpleasant, as well as warm cxprc^Nions civcn 
to their feelings in the heat of discussion respecting the petition of 
Mr. D Murray." 

.\t the meeting of the 15th March. 185;. Bro. Muriax's jutition. 
however, was *' allowed to lie on the laMc." This procedure i< scarcely 
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in accordance with present Craft rulings, for in these days the ballot- 
ing on a petition of a candidate favorably reported upon cannot be 
postponed. The warm discussion of the previous meeting had created 
some little friction in the lodge, and had been spoken of after the 
lodge closed, so that at the meeting of March 15th, the W. M. said 
that " it had come to his knowledge that some brother had been di- 
vulging the secrets of the lodge with reference to the remarks made 
at the last meeting on the petition of Mr. D. Murray." He, therefore, 
appointed a committee " to ascertain the guilty party, and report at 
the next regular." This committee reported at the regular meeting 
in April to the effect that the question of speaking of Masonic matters 
to the " uninitiated merits the condemnation of every right-thinking 
brother." The report, however, contains no name, although they 
had evidently discovered the offender, for the minutes state that the 
lodge was 

** satisfied with the explanation given by a young brother to Bro. P. 
Masters of the lodge, and the contrition he has expressed with the charge 
against him." 

The question of infringement of jurisdiction came before the 
members at this meeting, and it was resolved that when a petition 
for membership or initiation 

" is received by any applicant residing outside of the city, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary to correspond with the lodge nearest to the place o! 
residence of the applicant, in order to ascertain if there was any objection to 
such initiation by such lodge, and that the ballot should not be passed until 
such enquiry was made." 

Bro. Brackstone Baker had been to England, and, not forgetting 
his lodge, sent a letter in May, 1855, presenting the lodge with three 
tracing boards, which were duly acknowledged. 

Tlie festival of St. John the Baptist was not celebrated on the 
24th June, but was postponed until the 12th July, when an excursion 
was held on the steamer " Arabian." In this month W. Bro. J. W. 
Kerr was presented with a past master's jewel, and at the meeting in 
August a communication was read from W. Bro. T. B. Harris, con- 
taining the resolutions adopted at the celebrated convention held at 
the Clifton House on the 19th July, 1855. The lodge at this meeting 
instructed the secretary to notify the qualified officers to represent 
the lodge at the convention to be held in Hamilton on the 10th Octo- 
ber for the erection of an independent Grand Lodge of Canada* and 
at the meeting of September 20th a communication was read from 
W. Bro. T. B. Harris, secretary of the previous conventions, and 
" concurring in the establishment of an independent Grand Lodge." 

A committee was appointed to confer with other committees from 
Strict Observance and Barton lodges as to the propriety of securing 
the two rooms " now in the possession of Mr. McCutcheon." 

The result of enquir>' concerning the location of these rooms is 
not satisfactory. R. W. Bro. J. J. Mason states that Bro. Henry Mc- 
Cutcheon was an officer of the Bank of Montreal at that period, and an 
active member of the Craft. It is, therefore, possible that these may 
/lave been rooms of which Bro. McCutcheon may have had the reni- 
ing. either in the neighborhood of Barton lodge room, or, possibly, 
near the hank. 
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On October loth the convention, at which the Grand Lodge was 
formed, was held in Hamilton, and at the meeting of St. John's lodge, 
on October i8th, the representatives of the lodge at this convention 
reported that they had i>le(lged their allegiance to the formation of 
a Grand Lodge, and also the support of the lodge for the same object 
Upon this a resolution was passed 

" That this lodge, having heard the report of the delegates, who repre- 
sented this lodge at the convention on the lOth inst, & on being informed 
that a G. Lodge of Canada had been declared formed, and that the said dele- 
gates had transferred their allegiance to the said Grand Lodge of Canada, 
that this lodge approve of and conform all and everything that has been done 
on its behalf." 

This was followed by a second resolution to the effect that 

" this lodjjc from henceforth own the existence of and tender its allegi> 
ance to the Grand Lodge of Canada and the Masonic jurisdiction thereto 
helnnuinii' " 

And it was finally resolved to send an extract from the minutes pf 
this meeting to the Grand Lodge of Canada and also to the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland. 

This concludes the history of St. John's lodge, No. 231, on the 
registry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The minutes of an emer- 
gency meeting in December are entered as those of " St. John's lodge, 
G.R.C.," and the year's proceedings concluded by a celebration of the 
festival of St. John in the form of a dinner at Bro. Charles Norton's 
hotel. 



CHAPTER XCVI. 

LoDCK» No. 232, .St. Thomas, Township of Yarmouth. County 
OF Elgin, Grand Lodge of Ireland, 1853-55. 

Another lo<lee of Irish origin which had quite an active if not 
lengthened existence, was No. 232, warranted by the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland at St. Thomas. Canada West, forty-six years ago. The 
warrant was dated on the 30th March, 1853, and the lodge was known 
as St. Thomas' lodge, No. 232, LR. The warrant gives the names 
of Henry Caldwell, Elijah Eli Duncombe and Murdock McKenzic 
in the county of Elgin, as the W. M., S. W. and J. W. respectively, of 
the lodjre. The warrant is duly signed by M. W. Bro. the Duke of 
Leinster. as Grand Master of Ireland, and Bro. Fowler as Deputy 
Grand Secretary. 

The records of the work of the lodge have not been preserved, 
hut the warrant imder Ireland was in operation until October. 1855, 
when the lodge affiliated with the Grand Lodge of Canada at the con- 
vention which met at Hamilton preliminary to the formation of the 
Grand Lodge. The old warrant was retained by the lodge. Across 
its face 15 written the following : 
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" Wc, the Past Masters of St. Thomas Lodge, No. 21, G. R. C, formerly 
No. 232, G. R. I., do hereby declare that We hold possession of this Warrant 
out of respect for our Parent Grand Lodge, that from which this Warrant 
issued, yet at the same time We declare that as we have received a Warrant 
from the Grand Lodge of Canada, under which nee are now working, we 
look upon this as a Dead Letter. 

"W. Caldwell, P. M. 

"Thos. D. Warren. P. M." 

Upon affiliation with the Grand Lodge of Canada the lodge be- 
came No. 21 upon its register. 



CHAPTER XCVII. 

St. David's (Vaughan) Lodge, No. 236, Grand Registry of Ire- 
land, AT NOBLEVILLE, NOW MaPLE, ToWNSHIP OF VaUGHAN, 

County of York, 1854-56. 

Three and a half miles west of Richmond Hill and eighteen miles 
north-west of Toronto is the prosperous little village of Maple, in 
Vaughan township, county of York. It is situated on the north 
division of the Grand Trunk Railway. The settlement dates back to 
1815, and it was called, as early as 1840, Rupertville, after a family of 
that name, subsequently Nobleville, after another resident family, and 
in 1855 it was named Maple, and it has retained that name until the 
present time. 

Prior to 1854 those who desired Masonic connection in and 
around the settlement at Maple journeyed to Richmond Hill, where, 
from about 1826-27, there had been established a Craft lodge under 
the jurisdiction of the second Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper 
Canada. 

Of the work of this lodge all that is extant is to be found in the 
MS. minutes of 1830-31, its subsequent life being continued in the 
work of Richmond lodge at Richmond Hill, under a dispensation 
from the third Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845, reviving the warrant 
of 1826-27 issued by the second Provincial Grand Lodge. 

In 1854 a few brethren, who lived at Maple, or rather Nobleville, 
determined to organize a lodge, but, knowing that the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada would not issue a warrant 
which would interfere with the work of Richmond Hill lodge, four 
miles distant, the Nobleville brethren determined to apply to the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland for a warrant 

The earliest record is a copy of part of a petition, sent 23rd March, 
1854, to the Grand Lodge of Ireland applying for a warrant for a lodge 
to be known as St. David's lodge, Nobleville, township of Vaughan, 
Canada West, and enclosing a bank draft for £7 in payment thereof. 
The petitioners were William F. Ward, Thomas Gordon, James 
Woods. James Dick and James Gordon. 

On the 8th May, 1854, a reply, addressed to " Mr. J. Woods, 
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VV.M., Lodge No. 236, Noblcville, C.W./' was received from the Grand 
Secretary at Dublin, acknowledging the receipt of the draft and en- 
closing warrant No. 236, with a copy of the constitution. The name 
of the lodge \^ not given in the letter, but subsequent minutes show 
that it was called *' Vaughan Lodge." 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Ireland for 24th June, 
1855, contain a record of the issue of warrant *' No. 236." 

The lodge met for the first time on the 21st September, 1854. 
The records of the first meeting read : 

* Vaughan Lodge, No. 236. Cg. R. I. Met at Noblcville. Sept. 21st, 1854, 
5854. A meeting convened for the installation of officers of said Lodge, No. 
236, G. R. L Present, Bros. Kivas Tully, P. M., K. S. L., Acting Master; 
Geo. L. Allen, P. M., K. S. L.. G. R. L, No. 222, Toronto; Charles Fitzgib- 
bon. W. M.. K. S. L.. act. S. W.: R. C. McMullen, K, S. L., act. J. W.; Thos. 
Leach, K. S. L., act Treasurer; John McMulIin, K. S. L., act. Secty; E. R. 
O'Brien, K. S. L., act. S. D.; William Steers, K. S. L., act. J. D.; Thos. Mc- 
Conkey. K. S. L., act. Inner Guard; J. Capnise, K., S. L., act. Tyler; G. A. 
Barnard. James Woods. John Noble, James Dick, W. F. Ward. Robert Moor; 
John Tompkins, Uriel Chamberlain, Dr. Stephen, S. W. Peck, K. S. L. 

** The Lodge was then opened in the first Degree of entered apprentice 
Masons. 

*' The Lodge was then opened in the Second Degree of Fellow Craft 
Masons. 

" Bro. James Woods was then presented as the W. M. of Lodge. Sa j.v'v 
G. R. I. All Fellow Craft Masons having retired the Lodge was tlu-n opcnt<i 
in the Third or Sublime Degree of Master Masons. 

" Mr James Woods was then duly installed as W. M. of Lodge. No ^'36 

"The Lodge was then closed in the Third or Sublime Degree M. .Ma.^Mti 
when the Lodge was lowered to the Second Degree or Fellow Crait Ma*;«m: 
when the Lodge was then closed in the Entd. Apprentice Mason After winch 
the following were installed as officers of said Lodge: 

" Bro. James Wood*:. W. M. 
•• John Noble. J. W. 
•' James Dick. J. W 

Trca<;urer. 

Secretary. 

*• G. Barnard. S. D. 

•• Uriel Chamberlain, J. D. 

" Robert Moore. L G. 

" J. Capruse. Tyler, pro tem. 

" Proposed by James Dick, seconded by Bro. Uriel Chamberlain, that 
Joseph Noble, James Gordon. William Cowan, John Cowan. Andrew Ramsay 
be admitted members of this Lodge. 

" The Lodge was then duly closed until the next regular communication 

" John McMnllen. Secty, pm ten. 
Read and Confirmed this in Oct . ^J^«;4 

D. BridccfoH. W M. P T" 

The second meetini^ ^\a^ held on loth October. i«^54. W. Bro 
F»ridp:eford, acting" as W. M., in the chair. The work wax routine, 
and confined to the initiation of five candidates. 

The subsequent ineetinp^s, from November. 1854. until ^'Vtober, 
1855. require no special notice, as nothing be>ond tlie ordinary work 
of the lodtjfe was transacted. 

In November. 1855. an apron and sa-^h were presented to \V 
Bro. Woods, tlie W. M. of the lodj::e. by the member*; Tie \va< aho 
a«ikcd to continue in office for another vear. 
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It was also determined to celebrate the festival of St. John in 
December by a ball to be held at Bro. Dennis', in King. 

The minutes of November, 1855, show that the lodge met ** at 
Maple/' but the place of meeting is not given. 

The records of the Grand Lodge of Canada for loth October, 
1855, show that "Vaughan Lodge, Vaughan," was included in the 
list of lodges represented at the convention held on that date. 

At the meeting of 20th May, 1856, it was resolved to pay up all 
dues to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and apply for a warrant to the 
newly-formed Grand Lodge of Canada, and at the meeting of 24th 
June it was resolved to ask the Grand Lodge of Ireland to allow lodge 
No. 236 to retain its old warrant, but this request was not acceded 
to, for the records at Dublin state that " the warrant was sent in to G. 
L., 9 December, 1856." It was also resolved that Bro. Joseph Noble 
represent the lodge at the meeting of the Grand Lodge of Canada at 
Hamilton. 

The records also show that at the first annual communication of 
the Grand Lodge at Hamilton in July, 1856, " Vaughan Lodge, 
Maple," was represented by " Bro. James Bowman (proxy for 
W.M.)." 

The lodge, however, continued to meet as " No. 236" until i6th 
September, 1856, but in October of that year the minutes are headed 
as " No. 26," as registered on the books of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada. 

In March, 1856, the lodge had applied to the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland for instructions as to how to act in afidliating with the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. The Grand Secretary replied that the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland had recognized the Grand Lodge of Canada, and that all 
Irish lodges affiliating with that body must return their warrant to 
Ireland, but that lodges desiring to continue their allegiance to Ire- 
land would continue in their present positions. 

This was followed by a letter from R. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, the 
Grand Secretary of Canada, dated 3rd May, 1856, which shows that 
the delegate to the Hamilton convention of October, 1855, ^^^ ^ot 
fully inform the lodge as to its position in regard to affiliation to the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Bro. Harris stated that the delegates to the convention concurred 
in the movement for the formation of an independent Grand Lodge, 
and as there had been no objections raised the assent of the lodge 
had been taken as granted. But Bro. Harris further explained 

" if your allegiance is still to Ireland you must pass resolutions, if you 
have a desire to unite with the Grand Lodge of Canada, renouncing your 
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, pay up your dues and return your 
warrant, then pass resolutions that you affiliate with the Grand Lodge of 
Canada." 

This action was taken, for a letter from the Grand Secretary of 
Ireland, dated 15th August, 1856, assents to the surrender, and on 
the 9th December, 1856, he acknowledges the receipt and surrender 
of warrant, No. 236. 

This concludes the history of the lodge No. 236, under the re- 
gistry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

The following is a list of the members of St. David's (Vaughan) 
lodge. No. 236, G.R.L, Nobleville, 1854-58: 
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1854. Matthew Holmes. 

James Woods, Marven Robins, 

James Dick, John Cousins, 

James Gordon, Robt. Thompson. 

John Cowan, Stewart Gordon. 
Andrew Ramsey, ,g ^ 

Robert Moore, _. „ ^ 

Joseph Gordon. Senr |**°«- ^<^^^^on. 

Jacob Atkinson, 

'^55. John Bentlcy, 

Thomas White, Sylvester Richmond, 

William Wright, Alexr. Gordon, 

i.'harles Swectapple, John Kelts. 



CHAPTKR XCVIII. 

Ikmu'knmknt Lodge, No. 237, G.R.I., City of Qi'khkc. C.K.. 1854- 
5<;. — A Lodge Which in i860 Became H\rin<;ton Lodge 
(\(». 49), G.R.C. 

There are neither records nor correspondence prior to July of 
1^54. which give any reason for the establishment of a Craft lodi:** on 
the Irish rej;ister in the city of Quebec, There scnns, how over, t^) 
be no doubt that the successful work of the Irish lodges in tlu* pro- 
vince of Canada West induced leading brethren at Ouebec to apply 
for a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, probably in view of 
the fact that some difficulty might have been exported in securing a 
Canadian warrant, while it was generally known that one from the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland could be easily obtained. 

It must be remembered tliat the discontent roiuerniii^; tlic j;*>v 
eminent of the F*rovincial (irand I^djje of ( ana<la We»*t. whuh ex- 
ihted throughout that province, had not been without it^ intlucnce 
tn 1 anada Ka^t. While at that time this was not t)f v:reat nnp<»rtance. 
there \^ns yet the germ of a desire for soverei^^n a\itlu>rity in C .mada 
b> J j:*)\erning Ixnly, which mi^jlit be Knf;li«^h or in^^h m p.itcin.it:<- 
The lri*«h lo<lj;es in the west certainly had ma<le a brave etfort for a 
povernmi» IkxIv. and in the li^ht of Craft history it is reio^^ni/iMl thai 
their en«leavor in this direction i^as a most itn|H)rtant fai tor in the 
event*, which culminated in the f^»rmation of the Strand L«><!i:r of 
K ana<l.i at the cit> of Hamilton in Octotier, 1855. 

larlv in the spring of 1854 application was ma.tr tc> tlir •irand 
Li><li:e ol Irelaiifl for a warrant for a lo<li;e tliat sh-Mi'*! hr known a^ 
Indepnulent UmU:^. (Jtieher Tlie warrant was i»r.in!fil. t*ir ntin.lM-r 
»ilott<d It being 237. 

The men)l>er* of the Craft in ( jurljer. evprrial!\ thovr who \\rU\ 
alleptanre to the Strand l^wl^re of Irrland. were i)n verv frirni!!\ »rrTn^ 
with members of the militarv l«Mli'r. wliirh was aKo held un-l«T the 
jtithoritv of the < irand 1 «xi;:e of Irtland; indfe<l. the oi^mon i* 
*entiu''d that the thotit^ht of ori^am/mg an Iri«h l<vh»r in f^nehrt* 
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was Strengthened by the fact that when lodge No. 26 left the city 
there would be no other on the Irish register at work in that city. 

It was, therefore, fitting and proper that on July 27th, 1854, a few 
weeks after the receipt of the warrant, an emergent meeting of lodge 
No. 26, in the 26th Regiment, should be held at the lodge rooms in 
the City Hotel, Garden street, Quebec, for the purpose of installing 
the officers of Independent lodge. No. 237, on the registry of Ireland. 
The minutes of this meeting are as follows : 

" Quebec, 27th July, $854. 

" Minutes of Proceedings of Lodge No. 26, I.R., held in Her Majesty's 
26th Regt. of Cameronians at their Lodge Rooms, City Hotel, being an emer- 
gent meeting called for the Purpo.se of installing the W. Master and office 
bearers of Independent Lodge, A. F. Masons, No. 237, Registry of Ireland. 

"The Brethren afsembled at 8 o'c. P.M., when the Lodge was opened in 
due and antient form by the W. M., Bro. Booth, in the first degree. 

" Bro. P. Master Shepperd was requested to afsume the duties of the Chair 
during the ceremony of installation. 

" The Entered Apprentices having retired the Lodge was pafsed to the 
2nd degree, when the warrant constituting the Independent Lodge. No. 237. 
I.R., to be held in Quebec, Canada East, was read. 

" When Bro. Wm. Eaden was duly obligated as to the duties of W. 
Master, the Fellow Crafts having retired, the Lodge was raised from the 2nd 
to 3rd Degree. 

"The Master Masons having retired the Lodge was passed from the 3rd 
Degree to a Board of Installed Masters, wlien Bro. Eaden was duly installed 
into the Chair as W. Master of Independent Lodge, No. 237. I.R. 

"The Board was then reduced to the 3rd degree, thence to the 2nd and 
from that to the ist Degree, the W. Master being greeted and saluted in each 
degree according to ancient form. 

" The W. M. then proceeded to invest agreeable to the Warrant the fol- 
lowing Brethren as office bearers of Lodge No. 2^7, until the usual period of 
election : 

Bro. W. B. Vaneau, S. Warden. 
S. J. Dawson, J. Warden. 
Edwin Morris. Treasurer. 
Jas. Beattie, Sect.. 
Arch. McMaugh. S. Deacon. 
Angus McKay, J. Deacon. 
D. Gillis. Tyler." 

" Nothing more offering for the good of Masonry the Lodge was closed 
in due and antient form. 

" Confirmed, Wm. Eaden, W.M. 

"Jas, Beattie. Secty." 

Independent lodge continued to meet at the City Hotel, ^tardcn 
street. The attendance was fair, and at each meeting applications 
for membership, by affiliation as well as initiation, were received. 

On the 30th November, 1854, the first election of officer^ took 
place, Bro. G. G. Ardonin being chosen as \V. ^L However, at the 
following meeting, held on the 6th December, there was read a letter 
from this brother " returning thanks to the members of this lodjje for 
electing him as W. M., but begging leave to resign caid office " \c- 
cordingly, an emergent meeting was called for the 14th December 
for the purpose of electing a new master This time the ballot 
" proved in favor of re-electing Bro. W. F.adon, who was dnlv in^italled 
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by R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, Provincial Grand Master of 1 hrec 
Rivers, under the Grand Lodges of England and Scotland, on the 
festival of St. John the Evangelist, December 27th, 1854/' 

On the 5th January, 1855, a motion to elect R. W. Bro. Ilaring- 
ton as an honorary member of Independent lodge was carried by ac- 
clamation, and the secretary was desired to notify him of the fact. 

Late in the year 1854 the lodge had received communications 
from R. W. Bro. Harington " in accordance with a resolution of Grand 
Lodge as regards the erection of a Masonic hall in this city," and Bros. 
Lindsay and Goff had been appointed to act in conformity witli the 
sister lodges of Quebec. The matter was again referred to at the 
meeting of 22nd February, 1855, when R. W. Bro. Harington re- 
quested a meeting of the committee appointed by the lod,q:e. The 
secretarv was directed to inform these brethren of the time and 
place of meeting. On the 31st May, 1855, it was proposed and 
seconded, "that this lodge do take 20 shares, amounting to £10. in 
the Masonic hall to be built in this citv. And that the treasurer do 
represent the said shares in trust for this lodge." 

On the 30th August, 1855, there was read a conununit ation from 
Bro. T. B. Harris, stating that "a convention had been luUl at Ham- 
ilton for the purpose of taking into consideration the necessity of 
establishing a Provincial Grand Lodge," also a communication from 
Bro. Morris, of Montreal, informing the W. Master that " a dclecra- 
tion intended visiting Quebec for the purpose of carrying: out the 
views contained in the circular from Hamilton." 

No action seems to have been taken on this important <ul)iect 
until the next meeting, which was held on the 27th Septeinl)er. when 
after discussion, it was resolved "that this lodge do co operate with 
the brethren in this province as regards the formation of a C^rand 
Lodge of Canada, so as the same may be legal and constitutional " 

Whereupon a lodge of emergency was ordered 'for Masonic 
purposes and to appoint delegates to represent this Um^^c at \hc above- 
mentioned meeting at HamSton." 

Eventually the matter of appointing a delegate wa- left in the 
hands of the W. M. The minutes read : 



"This lodge having every confidence in the Worslupiul Ma^-tcr, Bro. 
Eadon, do request him to appoint some brother to represent u> at the Con- 
vention," 

TRc name of the delegate cannot be found. 

The year 1855 proved a prosperous one, indeed, for Independent 
lodge. The celebration of the festival of St. John formed the closing 
meeting, concerning which the following interesting paragraph is 

found in the minutes : 

• 

"PS After the lodge had been opened in the morg. the W M. Ea<i..n 
read a very favorable report to the brethren from the committf*- ^f x^^r «tnte of 
the lodge", showing that there had been a meeting duruig tlic year at which 17 
menihcr*! h;id been initiated, 3 ioined from other l«»<lfcjo<i. .unl ;; w*\ .'• iwn ar*i 
that the lodge had a very handsome sum in the hands of the Trea^u'-r. taking 
which into consideration, and that the lodge is only in its second y« ar proved 
highly favorable to the brethren present, when it wa« propo^* \ \%\ T.*.. Ii 
Jackson, seconded by Bro. Dawson, that the above rt-nort \u ««' >•.'..! uh'cb 
was carried " 
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The minutes of the meeting held on 28th February, 1856, sute 
that the reading of the address of the " Canadian Grand Lodge to the 
United Grand Lodge of England proved highly interesting/' 

At the meeting held on the 29th May, 1856, " a letter was read 
from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, respecting the receiving into Ma- 
sonry Mr. Courtney, which was in the affirmative," but there is given 
no hint as to the necessity for a communication from the Grand Lodge 
on the subject. Mr. James Courtney being in attendance " was pre- 
pared, admitted and regularly initiated into the first or entered ap- 
prentice degree, and took his seat as a member of this lodge." Subse- 
quently he became a Master Mason. 

The minutes contain frequent references, which prove that the 
members of Independent lodge never failed to give practical expres- 
sion to their benevolent principles in times of need. A paragraph in the 
proceedings of this date, selected from many of a similar character, 
will suffice : 

"Moved by Bro. Dawson, seconded by Bro. Paterson, that Bro. P. M. 
W. Eadon be reimbursed for money tent for the use of a stove for a poor 
family. Carried." 

The meeting of 17th June. 1856, was called for the purpose, so 
the minutes state, " of taking into consideration the propriety of join- 
ing the Grand Lodge of Canada." After discussion the lodge decided 
to " communicate with the Grand Lodge of Ireland previous to taking 
any definite steps as to joining G. L. of Canada, which was carried." 

The work of the lodge for 1856 closed with the celebration of the 
festival of St. John, the Evangelist, and the election and installation 
of officers. 

On the 29th January, 1857, Bro. Owen was appointed trustee 
to represent the lodge at the next meeting of the Masonic Hall As- 
sociation, and at the February meeting it was decided to " pay an 
equal share with Albion lodge and the proprietor for the painting and 
arranging the lodge rooms." 

The reply of the Grand Lodge of Ireland to the communication 
of the lodge concerning the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
was received at the meeting held on 26th March, 1857, and laid over 
for further consideration. Later minutes do not contain a record of 
any action thereon. 

The records of the work for the remainder of the year are con- 
fined almost exclusively to routine. The lodge was prospering, and 
meeting followed meeting in quick succession, applications for mem- 
bership being received, and candidates coming forward at each gather- 
ing. The proceedings for the 29th October, 1857, contain the fol- 
lowing peculiar paragraph: 

" Read a letter from St. Andrew's Lodpre. No. 356, S.R.. enquiring the 
cause of refusing to admit Bro. Moses Fadon into this lods;r. and of the ap- 
parent suspension of friendly intercours** between the two lod^^es. when the 
Secretary of this lodge was directed to reply that Bro. Moses Eadon was pre- 
sented visiting this lodge by W. Bro. William Eadon. his father, who refused 
him admittance. This lodge does not feel itself called upon to explain differ- 
ences that may exist between a parent and a son, even though it were acquainted 
with them. This lodge is at a loss to imatjinc how the grievance spoken of 
could be construed into a suspension of friendly intercourse between the two 
lodges. I am directed to assure you that tnendly intercourse has never ceased 
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CO exist, but that we shall always be most happy to receive the visits of any 
member of St Andrew's Lodge that may think proper to present themselves." 

The subject of a self-governing Grand Lodge for the province was, 
no doubt, a burning topic for discussion among the members. The 
minutes of 25th March, 1858, state that the secretary read a com- 
munication from *^the Grand Lodge," and at the following meeting 
(8th April): 

** According to summons the new constitution was taken into considera- 
tion . . . 

" And agreed that it was incompatible with the interest of this lodge to 
work under the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

" Bro. Lindsay gave notice that at the next regular communication of this 
lodge he would propose that this lodge do join the Canadian Grand Lodge, 
seconded by Bro. Gale." 

This action was formally confirmed at the next regular meeting, 
which was held on the 27th May, after which the minutes read : 

*' The notice of motion given by Bro. Lindsay at the last regular meeting, 
viz.: that he will move at the next regular meeting that this lodge do con- 
sider the propriety of joining the United Grand Lodge of Canada, so soon 
as the two existing lodges amalgamate into one Grand Lodge, which motion 
being put to the vote was carried unanimously." 

Yet almost twelve months elapsed before Independent lodge was 
formally enrolled upon the register of the Grand Lodge of Canada. No 
further reference to the subject is found in the minutes until the 26th 
^^y, 1859, when it is stated : 

*• At a meeting of this LodRc. held on the 27th May, 585S. it was resolved 
by an unanimous vote, That this Lodge do join the Grand L<><Ikc of Canada 
Bro. Gale, seconded by Bro. Burnstcin, proposc'd that this rc«;rvliition be put 
in proper order to enable the Lodge to do so by St. John the Raptia'^ day * 

This motion was put into effect immediately, for the proceedings 
of the festival of St. John the Baptist, 1859, ^^e headed: " Minutes 
of a regular communication of Independent Lodge. C.K./* and further 
the dispensation of the Grand Lodge of Canada, dated iSth June, 
1859. was read. Later No. 49 was given to the lodge, and on the 
2ist June, i860. Its name by resolution was changed to ** Harington." 

Independent lodge met in the City Hotel. Garden street, Quebec, 
until the 26th May. 1859, after which it removed to the Temperance 
Hall, on St. Francis street, where it met for the first time on the 24th 
June. 1859. 

The following is a list of members of Independent lodge, No. 237. 
G.R.T.. 1854-50. 
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Wm. Nightingale 
(«eo. Morgan 
Tbos. Patching 
Wm. Crawford 
Thos. Simpson 
Wm. Smith 
J. Morgan 
Thot. Parke 
Wm. Parke 
J no. Dowler 

1856 

Nathan Biimstine 
Sarol Johnston 
Anders. Anderson 
Alex. Mc Adams 
Jna Wilson 

no Lemesuier 

no. Dunn 

a Affiliates. All other 



J 



1857 

Thos. H. Grant 
E. Young 
Robt. Hudson 
Joseph Fleming 
Thos. Darbyson, Sr. 
J mes Herson 
Wm. Power 
Henry Gooding 
J no. B. Gallagher 
Thos. Davies 
J. Colvin 
David Lewis 
Geo. Sheckell 
Josiah Hughes 
Arthur Taylor 
Robt. Hood Ellis 
a Jno. Gracey 

Initiates. 



1858 

Tbos. Barwise 
David Patterson 
J. Jackson 
G. B. Kent 
James Prophet 
Joo. Watson Blown 
R.EUis 

1859 

Francis Towfield 
a J. Barton 

Peebles 

Wm. Sweatnian 
a P M. Angus 

Jno. Twcddell 
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CHAPTER XCIX. 

Wellington Lodge, No. 238, Grand Registry of Ireland, Dunn- 
viLLE, Township of Moulton, County or Haldimawd, 

1854-55. 

Dunnville, in 1850 a village, is now an incorporated town and the 
county scat, situated on the Grand River, in the township of Moulton, 
county of Halditnand. To the south of Moulton and across the river 
is the small township of Dunn, named after the Hon. J. H. Dunn, 
who was Receiver-General for Upper Canada in 1822. The Grand 
River, flowing in a south-easterly direction, empties into Lake Erie 
at Port Maitland, at the south-east extremity of the township of 
Dunn. 
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The fact that the members of the Irish lodge No. 286. at Cayug^, 
were enthusiastic Craftsmen, was no doubt the reason for the forma- 
tion of a lodge at Dunnville, and during the summer of 1854 active 
steps were taken and communication held with the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, which resulted in the issue of a warrant for Wellington lodge. 
No. 238, under the obedience of the Grand Lodge. 

The first minutes are dated " Dunnville, October 22nd, 1854/' 
and state that : 

" In accordance with the printed notice several members from neighbour- 
ing lodges of Freemasons met at Union Hall for the purpose of instituting a 
new lodge of the above order, acting under a warrant from the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland to be called Wellington Lodge. No. 238." 

The lodge was called for the afternoon, for 

" about two o'clock Brc). Joseph Cornick called the brethren to order, 
after which he arose and rcniarkcd as follows, viz.: 

" Brethren — It affords mc much pleasure to meet with you on this occasion, 
for the purpose, as T under<itand. to assist in instituting a new lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons. 

" Before opening the loduc however. I wish to remark that no one pre- 
sent need expect anvthing from nie except the ancient landmarks of Masonr>' 
As regards the lodge about to be instituted, I do sincerely wish that it may 
prosper and flourish a<» the green bay tree. I hope and trust that harmony, 
friendship and brotherly love may ever dwell within her walls, and if these three 
virtues are in the lodge, she cannot but prosper. 

" But T mu'^t not detain y«»n longer with any of my remarks, and we will 
proceed at once to enter upon the hii'^iness which has called us together*" 

The lodge was then opened in the third degree, after which the 

"warrant for instituting a nvw l«>dge to act under the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland was presented to RroN O-^nian and D. Mclndoe and read by Bro VV 
M Wilson. Sec pro tern *' 

And it being resolved tliat the new lodge under the <irand Lodge 
of Ireland be constituted, 

"The following persons were then duly installed a« the officers of Wel- 
lington Lodge for the present term, viz.: Samuel Cornick. W.M.; Jacob 
Osman. S.W.; David Mclndoe. JW.: W. H. Wilson. J.D.: Daniel Mc- 
Swain. Treasurer; Edward Henry. Secty. ; Henry Penny. Tyler. No. S D 
or Stewards appointed " 

Tt was resolved that the lodge meet weekly '* for the purpose of 
improving in Masonic knowledge." 

The lodge then " closed in harmony about 4 o'clock, when those present, 
viz.: Bros. Cornick. Myers. Lemon, Messenger. Conroy and Aikman of St. 
John's Lodge. Cayuga; Bros Drew and Shirley, of Renovation and Hiram 
Lodges. Buffalo: Bro Co7en<;, of St John's Lodge. Hamilton: and Bro*. 
Wyatt. Mclndoe. Gibson. Ben<;on and Galbraith. of Amity Lodge, Dunnville. 
and the members of Wellington l.<»di:e. adiourneil to the other side of the 
Hall to partake of a dinner ]>repartd for the occa^^ion by Mr John SchofieM 
.\fter the cloth was removed appropriate toasts were dnmk and responses 
made, and at about i '2 past o P M the brethren from St. John's Lodge, 
Cayuga, were escorted on board the steamer Dover, which, about seven o'clock, 
amid the cheering of the brethren aboard and aMiore. started for Cayuga, 
while those who remained repaired to their respective home« well p1e.i«ed 
with the day's proceedings and entertainment.*' 
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The minutes are signed by Edward Henry, secretary. 

On the i6th October, 1854, the lodge met and appointed a com- 
mittee to draft by-laws, and recorded the fact that some jewels and 
a Masonic carpet had been purchased in Buffalo. 

On the 27th December, 1854, Wellington lodge, No. 238, I.R., 
met with Amity lodge, No. 29, P.R., in their lodge room, and after 
the business had been transacted and the installation of officers ac- 
complished, all present sat down to the dinner prepared for the occa- 
sion by Amity lodge. The minutes state that the utmost harmony 
and good feeling prevailed amongst the brethren of both lodges. 

This is an example of the spirit of fraternity which existed in 
those days, when there was less efficient government .than there is to- 
day — ^not that there is any more friction in connection with Craft work 
than. in the olden time, but here were two lodges, each of a different 
jurisdiction, practically competing with one another for support, and 
at the same time doing their best to promote harmony and .good-will. 

On the 26th February, 1855, an agreement was read .relative to 
the renting of Union Hall. This was signed by the secretary, Bro. 
Thomas . Schofield, and tKe lodge removed to the new meeting place 
on the nth of June, 1855. Subsequent meetings of the lodge were 
for routine work. The secretary was excused from paying dues at 
the meeting of July 24th, 1855, " on account of the laboriousness of 
his office." 

In October, 1855 (^^^ exact date is not given), an emergent meet- 
ing was called for the purpose of appointing a delegate to the Masonic 
convention at Hamilton on the loth October, convened for the pur- 
pose of establishing an independent Grand Lodge. Bro. Osborne was 
selected with instructions " to use his own good sense and judgment 
in voting either for or against any motion which may be brought be- 
fore the convention for consideration." 

On the 19th October an emergency was called " to listen to the 
report of the delegate to Hamilton." Bro. Osborne submitted a 
written, as well as a verbal, report of the proceedings of the convention, 
which was unanimously adopted, and a vote of thanks was tendered 
him. 

The lodge, therefore, affiliated with the Grand Lodge of Canada 
as No. 24 on the roll of the Grand Lodge. 



CHAPTER C 

Leinster Lodge, No. 283, Grand Registry of Ireland, King- 
ston, Township of Kingston, County Prontenac. 
1821-28. 

One of the old Irish lodges, which met in Canada in the early 
days of the present century, was Leinster, No. 283, which held Ma- 
sonic communion in the old city of Kingston. Its warrant was from 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland and was issued on the 21st February, 
1821. at Dublin. 
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Notwithstanding that the Masonic conventions for the re-organi- 
zation of the Craft had met in Kingston from 1817 until 1821, and 
that it was hoped, by the means of these meetings, the friendship 
of the brethren would be so cemented that they would meet under 
one flag, yet there was a strong feeling with many that the au- 
thority of the Convention, as a warrant-giving power, could not be 
regarded as the same as if warrants were issued bv a duly authorized, 
legitimate, and supreme Grand Lodge. 

In Kingston there were many Masons hailing from the Grand 
jurisdiction of Ireland, and these brethren, anxious to meet as Ma- 
sons, sought the assistance of their mother Grand Lodge, by petition, 
and received the warrant of Leinster lodge. No. 283. The following 
is a copy of this warrant: 

GRAND LODGE OF IRELAND. 

BY THE MOST WORSHIPFUL, HIS GRACE, AUGUSTUS FRED- 
ERICK, DUKE OF LEINSTER. GRAND MASTER. 

The Right Worshipful, John Fowler, Esquire, Deputy Grand Master. 

The Right Worshipful, Rt. Hon. Lord John Hutchinson, Senior Grand 
Warden. 

The Right Worshipful, Most Noblb Howe, Marquis of Sligo, Junior 
Grand Warden. 

and other, the Right Worshipful officers and members of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland in open Grand Lodge assembled. 

Whereas, our trusty and well beloved brethren, John Gillaway, William 
Chesnutt. and Robert Johnston, have besought us that we would be pleased 
to erect a Lodge of Free Masons in the town of Kingston, Upper Canada. 
North America, of such persons, who, by their knowledge in Masonry, may 
contribute to the true advancement thereof. We, therefore, having nothing more 
at heart than the prosperity of Masonry, and reposing special confidence in our 
said trusty and well beloved brethren, do by these prescnte, constitute and 
appoint them the said John Gillaway, William Chesnutt, and Robert Johnston, 
to be Master and Wardens of a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons to be 
hotden in Kingston, Upper Canada, North America, aforesaid, by them and 
their successors lawfully admitted in said Lodge forever And we do 
hereby grant unto them and their successors full power and authority to pro- 
ceed from time to time to the election of a new Master and Wardens in said 
Lodge, provided always that the said John Gillaway, William Chesnutt, and 
Robert Johnston, and their successors do and shall at all times hereafter, pay 
implicit observance to, and act and conduct the affairs of same in strict con- 
formity to the now existing Laws of Masonry, and to such other Laws and 
Regulations for the government of the craft as shall at any time hereafter be 
is«jued by the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ireland, or in <lcfault thereof, 
then and in such case reserving unto the said Right Worshipful Grand Lodge, 
the full power and authority of annulling and cancelling those presents, or 
otherwise proceeding in the premises. a<; to them shall seem tnoct 

In witne«;s whereof we have hereunto set our hand< and Seal of Office, at 
Dublin, the Metropolis of Ireland, this firM* dav of Fehrnnrv. in the year of 
'^ur Lord God 1821 one. and of Masonry 5X21 one 

Entered bv me. 

Wm F. Graham. 

D G S 

It IS noteworthy that in the last clause of the warrant the word 
"one" IS repeated after the fif^ires " 1821 " in both instances 
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We have no reference in the proceedings of the Masonic Con- 
vention of 182 1 to Leinster lodge, but there is a certainty that the 
lodge was working under its Irish warrant in 182 1 and that all was 
not harmony with the brethren. The members of No. 6 at Kingston 
did not fraternize with those of Leinster, and the matter of dispute 
must have been considered by the Convention, for there is a report 
in the handwriting of Bro. Abner Everett, recommending that the 
Craft who held allegiance to the Convention, should not visit Leins- 
ter lodge. The report reads: 

" The Committee appointed to make the necessary enquiry into the con- 
duct of the brethren in the vicinity of Kingston, working under a warrant from 
the R. W. Grand Lodge of Ireland, report that from the evidence adduced to 
them, it appears that the conduct of the members is not orderly as Masons, 
and is not taken notice of their lodge as regular Masons should. Your Com- 
mittee, therefore, beg leave to recommend to this Convention to order that all 
Masons under this Convention shall keep themselves aloof from said lodge 
and its members.'' 

"Abner Everett, 

Chr." 

There are no minutes of the proceedings of Leinster lodge, but 
among the MSS. which have been preserved is a letter written in 
October, 1822, by Bro. Benjamin Fairfield. This brother was a mem- 
ber of Addington lodge, No. 13, Bath. While on a visit to Kingston 
he desired to affiliate with lodge No. 6, but his proposition was at first 
declined, as the members of that lodge claimed that there could not 
be dual membership. However, Bro. Fairfield cited R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray as an authority, and lodge No. 6 admitted him as a 
member. It would seem that Bro. Fairfield applied for affiliation, 
was balloted for, and admitted, all on the same evening, without the 
customary thirty days' notice in vogue to-day. His letter to Bro. 
John Dean gives us an insight into parts of the inner life of some of 
our brethren, and also shows that difficulties existed between some 
of the lodges sitting in Kingston. The Irish lodge, referred to as 
" Leinster Lodge," was not on cordial terms with the lodges of the 
Convention, indeed its members had their own troubles, for the W. 
M., W. Bro. J. W. Ferguson, was challenged by one of his own 
members to mortal combat, and it is evident that he was satisfied with 
that method of settling the dispute for he arranged " his worldly af- 
fairs," and actually went into the field, where he was arrested by the 
magistrates. 

A Masonic procession had been held in Kingston, and s<^ great 
^as the antipathy of the Convention lodges to the other bodies, that 
neither Leinster lodge nor Dundas Faithful lodge. No. 446. a field war- 
rant in the 68th Regiment of Foot, a light infantry corps, which was 
stationed at this time in Kingston, was invited to take part. The 
officerB of lodge No. 446, were evidently peacemakers, however, for 
they proposed to bring the disputants of lodges. No. 6 and No 283. 
together, with the good intention of establishing peace and harmnnv. 
The following is a copy of Bro. Fairfield's letter: 

Kingston. 9th October. 1822 

My dear Sir: — La.st regular communication of lodge. No. 6, I visited and 
applied to be admitted a member, which was opposed tipon the ground of 
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by being a member of No. 13. I then stated to them that Bro. McGillivray 
had informed me that he was a member of three different lodges at the same 
time, whereupon I was requested to leave the room and was presently called 
in and informed that I was received unanimously to be a member. Then, as 
they were obliged to appoint a new Secretary, I was appointed, and have 
smcc served in that capacity. Whether all this is regular or irregular, pray 
let me know. I should be very happy indeed if you would give me a lengthy 
and full answer to Bro. Ferns' letter, which accompanies the Masons' Manuel. 
At the procession the Irish Lodge was not. It was not asked, nor one of its 
members. The master of that lodge, .J. W. Ferguson, was on Saturday 
or Thursday last, challenged by one of his own members, Mr. B. Smyth, to fight 
a duel, which he was so rash as to accept, forgetting or disregarding all that 
which a Mason holds dear and sacred. If it had been the impulse of the 
moment we might say or hope it was not worse than forgetting, but I am 
Surry to say that was not the case. The quarrel took place at a card table 
in the evening, when it was understood that a challenge was to follow. Here 
the matter should have ended, but instead of that the next morning a chal- 
lenge was sent and accepted to meet at six in the evening. The interim 
Ferguson spent in settling his worldly affairs, and actually went to the field 
where he was arrested by the magistrates. To join the procession the 68th 
Lodge was not asked, but six of the principal officers were, as visitors only. 
The Master of the 68th Lodge, I understand, has proposed to invite the offi- 
cer? of No. 6, and the officers of the Irish Li>dge to meet their officers, and 
to settle all disputes between No. 6 and the Irish Lodge, so far as may be. 
Tliis meets my feelings, but there are seveial of the oldest members of No. 6 
who say they will leave the lodge, if the Irish are allowed to visit, and I am 
too young among them to dissuade them. I have conversed with Ferns, 
and he has proposed to make a conditional arrangement, viz: to not allow ?ny 
of the Irish Lodge to join or visit No 6, who have heretofore applied to No. f) 
to be made, and were rejected, nor any who have not brotherly feeling towards 
.ill the members of No. 6. I do not know that this will take place, nor am I 
quite sure that such a half-reconciliation would be Masonic. Must we not 
receive them unconditionally or not at all? 

You will oblige me very much if you can send me by tomorrow's mail a 
full answer to this letter. 

My love to your wife, and I subscribe myself. 

Your brother in Masonry. 

B. Fairfield. 

P.S.~I understand that the ground of Bro. Ferns having refused ad mis- 

ion to such of the Irish Lodge as applied to attend the procession, was that 

there were very many members of No. 6 who would not allow them, or they 

would withdraw, and that it was improper that Masons should meet together, 

who could not do so as Brethren should. 

\nswer me fully. 

B. F. 

.A letter written to Bro. Fairfield by Bro. Dean, on October 15th, 
1822. contains the following paragraphs: 

" Respecting what is termed the Irish Lodge, is their situation towani^ 
■ ur lodjres in the least changed by our organization? Was there not i<«» »d 
zround for the order made by the Convention? And though that older was net 
<~onfirmed or alluded to by the Grand Lodge, has not an individual lodge (a^ 
such a course has not been forbidden) a right to adhere to iliat footing? If 
T understood the ground of complaint against the Insh Lodi;e. they had 
railed the members of No. 6 illegal Masons, had accepted candidates refused 
in No. 6. and closed their doors to the members of No. 6 as visitors. Now. 
would not No. 6 lose sight cf their own dignity in giving up these iust Kr^^und^ 
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of complaint, without change of measures by the I. L. and proper satisfaction? 
The business may be viewed in a different light; I know nothing of the re- 
spectability of their members. If composed of moral and respectable men, 
they are entitled to our esteem; but if their conduct, unmasonically as a body, 
or if nnmasonic conduct in any member or members, is not taken proper notice 
of and the fair reputation of the Craft is not supported by proper discipline 
in their lodge, another ground of objection and a very strong one is found. 
Onr aim must be to purge our lodges of every improper character, and to take 
notice of every deviation from moral rectitude, and if they do the same we 
ought to meet them as brethren, but unless they do ought we to open our 
doors to them? Was the general etiquette (if I may call it so) among lodges 
under different authorities observed when they accepted the candidates refused 
by No. 6? And to what must we attribute their change of sentiment towards 
No. 6, one day closing their doors against its members and the next soliciting 
to be admitted as visitors? And what has been the conduct of a certain officer 
of that lodge respecting the past affairs of the Convention? Has not every 
stumbling block been placed in our way that they could possibly tumble, and 
all the purchases they could gain by malignity and detraction made use of to 
place these blocks in proper form for our shins? Had they obtained their 
warrant, constituted their lodge and conducted upon the square, and merely 
attended to their own internal concerns and raised a respectable lodge, no man 
could more sincerely rejoice than myself. I must say that the name of Mason 
is a ready password to my heart but if that password does not cover the 
principles and practice no fellowship enters. 

"The above information in relation to the. I. L. is offered you as my real 
sentiments and is intended for you alone, and Bro. Ferns. I am of opinion 
that the Irish Lodge have departed widely from the course they ought to have 
pursued, and they should suffer the consequences. If you disagree with me in 
opinion, I hope nothing I have said will in the most remote manner widen the 
breach in these lodges." 

Nothing is known regarding the nature of the charge brought 
against the W.M. of Leinster lodge. There is an undated MSS. en- 
dorsed by Bro. Dean " Copy charge preferred by James R. Wright, 
against Isaac Hussey and others, transmitted to the R. W. Grand 
Master, No. 2." Bro. Wright had been accused of carrying away the 
warrant, and " Book of Constitution," and the Kingston magistrate 
was called in to settle the matter. The Kingston newspapers give a 
recital of the facts and trial. The draft of the charge is unique. It 
reads: 

"James Hussey, a M.M., on the nth instant, lodged a complaint against 
me, and made oath before John Macaulay, Esquire, magistrate, in this town 
of Kingston, that I had feloniously taken, (or rather stolen) and carried away 
from the chest, belonging to the said Lodge, the warrant, constituting the said 
Lodge, as also the Book of Constitutions, >'aiued at fifteeen shillings. That 
the said James Hussey was assisted in the prosecution upon oath by the fol- 
lowing persons, who have received the degree of M.M., i.e., Peter Nowlan, 
and William Chestnut, as also others, which complaint, being duly and patiently 
investigated for the space of four hours, I was discharged, and the said War- 
rant and Book of Constitutions, alleged to have been feloniously stolen, were 
given up to me, at which moment the prosecution pressed around me, and 
demanded the same, and shewed every violent disposition to take the same by 
force, and I verily believe would have effected their purpose, had not inter- 
ference, and the said magistrate's authority withheld them, by the said War- 
rant and Book of Constitutions being placed in his, the magistrate's charge. 
P. T., tending to the great detriment of the fraternity at large, and highly 
Bubyersive of Masonic order." 
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Bro. Fairfield, writing to Bro. Dean on 23rd November, 1822, 
says: 

** When I came home I had the mortification to find that at the last regu- 
lar communication of No. 6, a great difficulty had arisen by our W.M. having, 
without consuhing the body, introduced as a visitor, a person who was made 
in the Irish Lodge. Bro. Phillips happened to be here at this present moment, 
and advised that all matters in diflPcrence between No. 6 and the Irish Lodge 
should be amicably settled, and accordingly last night we had an emergency, 
and appointed a committee of five persons to meet witii tlie Irish Lodge, when 
they met at the 68th lodge room, with the Master and Wardens of the 68th and 
Bro. Phillips; when all matters, after considerable discussion were agreed to 
hr buried and to endeavor to behave ourselves belter in future." 

The affairs of Leinster lodge could not have j)r<)spercd very satis- 
factorily, for little is heard about them until 1825, when a petition was 
sent to the Provincial Grand Master, R. W. Bro. Simon Mc(iillivray, 
praying that lodges, Nos. 283 and 5 (old Xo. 6 of Kiiij^stoii) l>c amal- 
gamated, under the authority of the Provincial (irand Lodge. The 
letter, which is unsigned, reads: 

Kingston. Kd Dec'r. 1825. 
R. W. Sin- 
By particular request of the signer> ui the eiicloso<l petition from Leinster 
Lodge, No. 283, (on the Registry of Ireland), and the certificate of the \V. 
Master, and two Past Masters of St. John's Lodge, No 5. annexed thereto. 
I take the liberty of enclosing it for your consideration, in the hope that the 
two bodies may, through the power vested in your liand^. become umted under 
one head, the Prov'l Grand Lodge of U. C . and ajso of traitsniirting t^ieir 
request that a reply may be sent as soon a.s may >uit your comemencc. 

S. McGillivray. Esq. 

The difficulties of Leinster lodge were apparently at an end to- 
wards the close of 1825, for there is an unsigned loltcT j^iiggcsling that 
St. John's day might be one of reconciliation. It roads: 

Kifijji'iton, iKh Dec'r. 1825. 

Sir and Bro: — I herewith enclose you certain paper?, m <»rder that the 
same may be transmitted by you otficially to the In^h l.«»d^;e at this place. 
The P.G.M. begs to remind you that a copy of all tlie p.iper* must be sent to 
the Dcp'y P.G.M. at York, with which re(Hie>t 1 tru>t you will have the good- 
ness to comply. We shall have a Masonic dinner here on the 27th inst . to 
celebrate the Festival of St. John, when I am sure the brethren will be muth 
pleased by your joining their party. 

Believe me. Sir a»ul Bro.. 

V«»iirs irateniallv. 

S K Nlelhuish. 
Com. R'l Encineers. 
John Dean, Esquire, 

P. G. S . Bath. XJ C 

On the 24th Decem?)er. 1823. r»ro. James Robinson W'rieht. wlio 
had heen the moving spirit in the effort to obtain a warrant from the 
Provincial Grand ^!aste^ of Upper Cana<la wrote as follows xn Rro. 
John Dean: 

W. Sir. — 1 take the liberty of sendiiiij you iluse few lines to inform >ou that 
my lodge has a ^; reed to the R. W, Grand Master's request, which I am happy 
Ui think is for the good of Masonry at lar^je Sir. please to be so kind 
44a 
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as to obtain a Dispensation for us as soon as possible, and you will oblige 
me, your servant. I enclose you our petition praying for a warrant of consti- 
tution, which I hope to be granted; so no more from me at present. 

Your servant, 

James Robinson Wright, 
Kingston, December 24th. 1825. 

In January of 1826, the warrant of Leinster lodge was remitted 
to the Grand Secretary, with the following letter: 

Kingston, 23rd January, 1826. 
Sir and Brother: — 

I have enclosed you the warrant of the Duke of Leinster Lodge, No. 283, 
for your care and preservation, until a final decision shall arrive and be com- 
municated to me, as Master of the said Lodge, from the M. W., G. M., H.R.H., 
the Duke of Sussex, and His Grace, the Duke of Leinster. A communication 
to this effect has been forwarded to the R7VV.P. Grand Master. 

I remain, 

Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 
John Dean, Esq., James R. Wright 

Bath. 

The following acknowledgment of the receipt of this warrant was 
sent to Bro. Wright, pending a decision from the Provincial Grand 
Master. Bro. Wright was determined that the warrant, having been 
given up, should not fall into the hands of anyone, who, by posses- 
sion, might be entitled to assemble a meeting of the Craft under it. 

Bath, 24th January, 1826. 

This may certify that I have this day received of James R, Wright, W.M. 
oi Leinster Lodge, No. 283, on the registry of Ireland, by the hand of P. F. 
Hall, Secretary of the said Lodge, the Warrant of Constitution granted by the 
M. W. Grand Master of the R. W. Grand Lodge of Ireland, which warrant 
is deposited in my hands for safe keeping, or to be disposed of agreeably to the 
directions of the R. W. Prov'l Grand Master of Upper Canada, to whose order 
and disposal I am to hold said Warrant subject, and not subject to the control 
or disposal of any other person, or body of Freemasons. 

John Dean, 

P. G. S 

This was followed by a letter from Bro. John Dean to the Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, The possession of the warrant set at rest any 
chance of further trouble, and at least prevented the Craft of that 
lodge meeting as an organized body. Bro. Dean's letter reads: 

S. McGillivray. Esq.. 

R W. P. G. M 

Bath, 27th January, 1826. 
R. W. Sin- 
Enclosed herewith yon will receive anotlier communication from Leinster 
Lodge, which I have omitted sending for a mail or two. in the expectation of 
hearing your delcrmmation respecting their petition for a dispensation, and not 
feeling willing to trouble you with any other communication from that body 
until it was known whether they were to be received under the authority of th<? 
P. G. L. or not, but having «;ince been verbally informed by the Scc*y that 
they intend forwarding another petition in the form directed in the Consti- 
tution. I take the liberty of enclosing it. nUhouvjh I do not know as vou will 
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consider it my duty to lay the complaint therein contained before you until I 
knew that you had received them under your authority, but as the character of 
Msisonry may be materially effected by such proceedings, I venture to do it, 
in the hope that it may meet your approbation. Since the date of their letter 
their Master has deposited their warrant from the Grand Master of Ireland in 
my hands for safe keeping, which I receipted to him, leaving it entirely sub- 
ject to your order and disposal, to be given up to no person or body of Free- 
masons, unless to yourself, or by your order. 

I remain, R. W. Sir, 

Very respectfully. 

Yours fraternally. 

John Dean, 

P. G. Sec - 

The efforts to have a new warrant from the Provincial Grand 
Lodge in lieu of the Irish warrant of Leinster, were successful, for a 
month had scarcely elapsed, when notice of the issue of a dispensation 
was received from Bro. John Dean. His letter ran: 

Bath, loth February, 1826. 
Dear Sir: — 

I have the pleasure of informing you that I have received from our R. W. 
P. G. Master, a dispensation for Leinster Lodge, and am desirous of an inter- 
view with you, to explain the instructions I have received, relative to the several 
applications from your Lodge, and as I shall not be in town immediately, per- 
haps you had better come up as soon as possible, as such explanations are 
necessary, previous to its delivery. 

Yours truly. 

John Dean. 

P G. Scc'y 

The application for a dispensation for Leinster lodge had jjiven 
R. W. Bro. Simon McGilHvray some thought, for he sent a long let- 
ter to the Grand Secretary, pointing out that any members of Leinster 
lodge who did not acquiesce in the request for a dispensation, and 
were not content, could not remain in the lodge. He referred to the 
highly unmasonic conduct of the brethren who had brought the \V. >L 
before a civil magistrate, and cautioned Bro. Dean to keep with care, 
the warrant of Leinster lodge, which had been surrendered. An ex- 
tract from letter of the R. \V. Provincial Grand Master is as follows: 

** This dispensation, therefore, I commit to your discretion, to be given 10 
the Lodge, if there shall be a sufficient number of the members disposed to 
receive it. and to act regularly under the authority thereof, and if any shall 
resist this proceeding they cannot remain memDcrs of the Lodge, nor be recoi?- 
nized as members of the Masonic body in the Province: but. I do not exactly 
see that it would be just to try. or to punish these persons according to law*;, 
to which they are not yet directly subject. 

"Herein appears the difficulty ari«iing from divided autlmriiy in <»ne Pro- 
vince, and herein you will see the propriety of my rrfn^al to rrr«»vin!/e iliat 
lodge, except upon ron^lition r>f <;trict ohcjlicncr to our law* ani! con<tJttni».n^ 
Here, for instance, is a most serious charge of very gTo<«^ Masonic misconduct, 
and yet. as the Lodge is not yet under our iurisdiction, I do not *oe l»ow we can 
take cognizance of it. 

"The Lodge itself may deal with them, according as the Book of r«»n« 
«titutions nmy be found t<^ authorize, and if thry shall complain to us of in- 
justice in being so dealt with, then both parties will he rccnlarly before us. ar«l 
we can proceed to investigate the merits of the charge, hut. in the mraniime. it 
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appears to tne we have nothing to do with it in point of form, though in point 
of fact, our refusal to recognize the alleged offenders as Masons has the effect 
of the heaviest punishment we could inflict, even that of expulsion from the 
fraternity; and it is to be hoped that this consideration may still lead to some 
sort of reconciliation within the Lodge itself. 

" I do not speak of mutual concession, because undoubtedly the conduct of 
those who brought the W. M. before the civil magistrate was highly unmasonic, 
to say the least of it, and such as, if proved against brethren under my jurisdic- 
tion, would leave me no choice but to suspend them from all Masonic func- 
tions until their conduct should be decided upon by those competent to pro- 
nounce the sentence of expulsion, to which the proof of the charges would 
probably lead. 

" This consideration may, perhaps, on cool reflection, induce these brethren 
to make such concessions as may be satisfactory to the W. M. and to the 
Lodge, and in that event, I would recommend a disposition to receive them 
back into the fold, without too strict a scrutiny of the errors into which they 
may have fallen. 

" As to the Warrant from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, you will please 
keep it in safe custody till I require it at your hands. 

" I remain, dear sir and brother," 

" Yours fraternally, 

(signed) " Simon McGillivray, 

" Prov'l G. M 
" John Dean, Esq.. 

" Prov'l G. Secre'y. Upper Canada. 

" A true copy, attest John Dean." 

The dispensation was immediately conveyed to W. Bro. Wright 
and the lodge proceeded to open under it. The dispensation reads : 

SIMON McGILLIVRAY, PROVINCIAL G. M. 

By Simon McGillivray, Esquire, 

Provincial Grand Master for 
Upper Canada. 
to all and every our right worshipful, worshipful, and loving 
Brethren. 

WHEREAS, it having been represented to us by an humble petition from 
our trusty and well beloved brethren, James Robinson Wright, William 
Chesnutt, James Hussey, James Cunningham, Robert Johnston, Phillip Fer- 
guson Hall, Chester Hatch, and John Maguire, Master Masons, now residing 
in the Town of Kingston, in the Province of Upper Canada, that they did 
heretofore, and do still continue to, work as a regular constituted Lodge of 
Freemasons, under and by virtue of a Warrant from the Grand Lodge o( 
Ireland, entitled Leinster Lodge, No. 283, and that the said Master Masons 
are desirous of exchanging their warrant under the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 
for one under the United Grand Lodge of England, which said request is now 
waiting the approval of the Most Worshipful the Grand Masters of the Grand 
Lodge.5 01 England and Ireland. 

KNOW YE, therefore. THAT WE, by the power vested in us by warrant 
from His Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex. Grand Master of the Most 
Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of England, 
dated the thirteenth day of .'\pril. A. L. 5822. A. D. 1822. and until the will and 
pleasure of the Most Worshipful, the Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge 
of England shall be known, touching the premises, do hereby constitute the said 
brethren into a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, under the denomination 
of the Leinster Lodge. No. , to be held in the Town of Kingston, on the 

second Thursday ot each month, empowering them, when duly congregated, in 
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• 
make, pass and raise Freemasons, according to the ancient custon» of the 
craft, in all ages and nations throughout the known world; and further, at 
their said petition we do appoint James Robinson Wright to be the Master, 
James Cunningham to be the Senior Warden, and Chester Hatch to be Junior 
Warden, for opening and holding the said Lodge, and until such time as 
another Master shall be regularly elected and installed, strictly charging that 
such Master, so to be elected shall be installed in ancient form, and according 
to the laws of the Grand Lodge of England, that he may thereby be fully 
invested with the powers and dignities of his office. And we do require you, 
the said James Robinson Wright, to take special care that all and every the 
said brethren arc to have bren regularly made Masons, and that you and they, 
and all others, the members of the said Lodge, do observe, perform, and keep 
the rules, laws, and orders, contained in the Book of Constitutions, and all 
others which may from time to time be made by the Grand I^odge of England. 
And we do enjoin you to make such by-laws for the government of your Lodge 
as shall, to the majority of the members thereof, appear proper and necessary, 
the same not beinj? ccmirary to or inconsistent with, the general laws and 
regulations of the craft. And for so doing this warrant of dispensation shall be 
your good and sufiicient authority, until it shall please His Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Sii-^svx. our Most Worshipful Grand Master, to send your Lodge 
a warrant of Constitution, or until the will and pleasure of His Royal Highness, 
touching thf prtMnisos shall he made knowti. 

Given under our hand and seal, at the city of Montreal, in the Province of 
Lower Canada, this thirty-first day of January. 1826, A. D. and A. L. 5826. 

By order <.f the R. W. P. G. M. 

The mcmhers of Leinstcr lodjjc wore determined to make their 

new birth a joyous occasion and invited the W. >L and officers of 

neighboring lo(l<jcs to take part with them in the inauguration of the 

new lodj^e. Tlie following is a copy of the letter sent to the W. M. of 

Addington lodge at Bath. 

Kingston, isih February, iSjO. 

W. Sir and Brother:— I am directed !)y the W. M. of the Leinstcr Lodge 
to request the favor of your, the Past Masters', and such other members as 
wish, company and assistance in openinjj the dispensation, granted to the said 
Lodge by the R W. P. (i. Master of this Province, to take place at Brother 
George Milhvard's. iu this town, on Thursday evening, the 23rd in*«tant. at the 
hour of seven o'clock 

I mnaiii. Sir and Brother. 

Yours fraternally, 

P. F. Hall. 

Sec'y Ad In 
W Master of Lennox and Addington Lodge. 

The jiroposed afliiliation of Leinster IcKlge had been the snh- 
ject of correspondence between the brethren of the lodge and the 
Grand Lod^e of Ireland. The latter, as a supreme body, advised that 
the lodge in Canada should acknowlodge no authority except that of 
Ireland, and that the demand made for the warrant by the Canadians 
should be rrscntcd. The letter from the Deputy (irand Secretary <^f 
Ireland, concerning the matter, reads: 

(Grand Lodt^f 

of Irelan<i Grand L<»dge of Ireland. 

1 S > Dublin, jnd Fcb'y. 1826. 

Uea<l K%p<»rt from the Dnke of Leinstcr Lodge. No 283. Canada, of a 
correspnnilom *• pa^setl lieiwcen certain olt'icers f>f a Provincial Grand Lodge, 
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held in York, and said Lodge, No. 283, held under warrant from this Grand 
Lodge. 

Resolved: That the Grand Lodge of Ireland have right and powers to grant 
their warrant to any Body of Masons, not resident in England or Scotland, 
according to compact entered into by the Grand Master of those kingdoms, 
the Grand Master of Ireland, therefore, do hereby direct that Lodge No. 283, do 
not acknowledge control of any superior but this Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Resolved: That the demand made by the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada on a Lodge held by warrant from this Grand Lodge of Ireland, to take 
a warrant under their provincial authority, is an unmasonic interference with 
the rights and prerogatives of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Resolved: That the Duke of Leinster Lodge, No. 283, is entitled to the 
warmest thanks of this Grand Lodge, for the manner in which they have acted 
by maintaining their independence. 
By order of Grand Lodge. 

(signed) Will'm F. Graham, 

D. G. S. 
Wor. Master, Wardens, 

Members of Lodge, 283. 
Canada. 

A true copy, 

P. F. Hall. 

The lodge had hardly been well under way, when the communica- 
tion from the Grand Lodge of Ireland came to hand. The committee 
of Leinster lodge seemed to regret their action in seeking a dispensa- 
tion from the Provincial Grand Lodge. They addressed a communi- 
cation to the Provincial Grand Secretary. The committee was willing 
to leave the question of the return of the warrant to the Grand Lodge, 
and at the same time they were willing to accept a return of the war- 
rant. There seems to be no doubt of this intention, as the letter to 
the Provincial Grand Secretary is signed by nine members of Leinster 
lodge, including Bro. P. F. Hall, the secretary who, at an earlier date, 
issued the summonses calling the lodge together under the dispensa- 
tion of the Provincial Grand Lodge. The communication of the 

committee reads: 

Kingston. 26th May, 1826 

Sir and Brother: — We, the undersigned members, as a committee of the 
Duke of Leinster Lodge, No. 283, under the Registry of Ireland, beg to enclose 
you copy of a communication, received from the M. W. Grand Lodge of Ire- 
land, for the perusal and information of the R. W. P. G. Lodge of this Pro- 
vince, with a wish to ascertain whether that communication is not sufhcient to 
rtecall the warrant, etc., left in your care, granted by that M. W. G. Lodge to 
No. 283, and that the same should be returned accordingly. 

We are, Sir and Brother. 

Yours fraternally. 
Wm. Chesnutt, Chairman; Robert Johnston, Peter Now* 
Ian, Henry Davis, Chester Hatch, James Hussey. 
James Cunningham, Alex'r Hamilton, P. F. Hall. 
John Dean. Ksq , 
P. G. Secretary. 

Three days later W. Bro. Wm. Chesnutt, the first W. M of 
Leinster lodge, wrote to W. Bro. John Dean, stating that he had 

*' brought the members of the Duke of Leinster Lodge together ns well 
as possible, with the exception of Bro. Wright, who sent the warrant to you. 
Wc wish to have the same returned if there is no claim against it." 
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Bro. Dean replied on the 31st May, 1826, stating that it was not 
in his " power to give up the warrant except by order of the R. W. 
Provincial Grand Master," and adding that he had transmitted the 
resolutions to the R. W. P. D. G. M. at York, *' and reported the 
state of the business to him fully." 

The communication of the Grand Lodge of Ireland was dated in 
February, 1826, and was acted upon by the Canadian brethren in May, 
1826. Before, however, the communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland was considered, this Grand body had resolved upon another 
course, for in April, of 1826, the Deputy Grand Secretary wrote, re- 
questing that the warrant and minute-book of the lodge be transmitted 
to Ireland. This letter was addressed to W. Bro. Wright, and by him 
sent to V. W. Bro. John Dean, without being read to the members of 
the lodge. His letter reads: 

Kingston, June 28th, 1826. Respectful Sir and Brother: — I have just re- 
ceived a letter from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The following is a true copy: 

Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Dublin, 6th April. 1826. 

Ordered: — In consequence of the unfortunate difference, which has arisen 
in Lodge, No. 283, and there not being any Lodge of this establishment to 
whom the same could be referred for investigation, that the Warrant, No. 283, 
together with the transaction book of said Lodge, be sent to this Grand Lodge 
by first opportunity. 

By order of Grand Lodge. 

VVni. F. Graham, D. G. S. 
To the Lodge 283. 

I now request your advice, as to the proper steps to be taken. 

I remain, Yours fraternally, &c., 

J. R. Wright. 

P. S. The letter above copied is directed to me. and is unknown to the 
members of the Lodge. — ^J. R. W. 

Mr. J. Dean, 

P. G. S.. Bath. 

Bro. Dean sent the conmiunication and also a statement of the 
case to R. W. Bro. Beikie, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray was in England at the time and Bro. Beikie 
refers to the advice formerlv tendered hv the R, W. Provincial Grand 
Master. He writes: 

York, -'yth July. iSjfi 

Brother: I duly rect-ixed your letter i»f the 5ih ultimo, together with 
papers Nos. i, 2. 3, and 4. the contents of which surprised me n<)t a htile. a«i I 
h.'»d never before heard a single whimper of such an unpleasant arTatr .At fir«;t. 
I thought it would be advisable to enter fully into the investigation of this 
ni.iiter. and endeavor, if possible, to quiet this turbulence, but upon srcoiul 
thought*. I ha\e considered it to be my wi<;est plan to lay the whole brfore tlie 
Provincial Grand Master, who will, of course, submit the same to the Grand 
LodRe ni Kngland. whrn 1 doubt not but comtnunication \m11 be h;»d with the 
(jrand Lod^e of Ireland, and then we hope that l.cinster Lod^e, No. J83. %\ill 
receive proper instnictions how to conduct themselves as Masons m time 10 
come I shall, theretore. only add. that you are to abide by the instructions 
>ou h.ive roceixtd from our ProviiuMal Grand Master, Simon M.ictnllivray, 
ICsquire. and so I bid yr>u farewrll for the prvsent. trusting that I >h.ill h.ixe the 
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pleasure of seeing you when Grand Lodge meets in Kingston, which will be 
on Tuesday, the 22nd of the month ensuing. 

I am, with fraternal regard, very much yours, 
John Bcikie, 

Dep'y Pro. Grand Master for Upper Canada. 
John Dean, Esq. 

As an evidence of the strong feeling which existed after the 
withdrawal of the warrant of Leinster lodge by the mother Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, the MSS. disclose a letter, written on the 21st 
June, 1827, to the brethren of the lodge at Sackett's Harbor. X.Y. 
It seems that the Kingston brethren had been invited by a committee 
of the Masons of Watertown, N.Y., to take part in the festival. The 
letter was sent to E. Comp. A. J. Fenis, who was at that time Hip^h 
Priest of Frontenac chapter, No. i. His reply to the invitation of the 
American brethren is evidence that the companions of the chapter, 
not only as companions but as brethren, felt that they could not jjar- 
tictpate in any ceremony in conjunction with the members of a lodc^e 
which had been recently disciplined. On this subject Bra I'erns 
writes to the Watertown committee as follows: 

" We have unfortunately in this town a number of Masons who a short tinu- 
ago composed a lodge under the Grand Lodge of Ireland, but by tJitrir cxc-vd- 
ing bad conduct their warrant was recalled in consequence of a comphtint 
having been made to the Grand Lodge of Ireland by our Provl. Grand M.istcr. 
since which several of those people have met together under the na-.e o* 
Knights Templars, and they, together with some more refracion' member*;. .»ml 
without the least shadow of authority, formed themselves into an encampnunt. 
and have succeeded in getting several members to join them, many of wli«»iii a^ 
soon as they found themselves betrayed into an unauthorized society immediate 
ly quit them. They, however, still meet occasionally, but I believe not nticrj. 
and since their establishment they have uniformly intruded themselves upon us 
whenever we have appeared in public, and on one occasion in defiance of the 
Provl. Depy. Grand Master's order to the contrary. They h^ve also admitte^i 
among them several persons who were rejected in our Lodge, a<; well as ^exera! 
who arc excluded from it, and they now have belonging to them several who 
are under censure of the Grand Lodge for misconduct, and to give vmt a heiier 
idea of them they turned out in procefsion last fall, and some of them were s<» 
intoxicated as to fall down in the street in their full uniform. Now. ih<»ve p;«>ple. 
hearing that you were resolved on celebrating the approaching anmv. rs.iry. 
determined to go in and join you. if the members of our Lodge or Chapter 
went, for the sole purpose of annoying us. In consequence of this, otir inemher' 
being unwilling either to meet with them or put you to the disagreeable tiecet- 
sity of refusing them admifsion, declined to avail themselves of the (»\»p<>rtun»ty 
of joining you, but I understand that some of them are determined t»> \in 
whether we go or not, I conceive it my duty to apprize you of such of them a<i 
arrt disqualified." 

After this Comp. Ferns gives the names of two brethren of St. 
John's lod^o, No, 5, Kingston, who were *' under censure of the (iiaiul 
Lodge" and of five brethren who were "under charges in our 
chapter.*' 

From 1826 there is no record of Leinster lodge until 1828. when 
the members of the lodge addressed a communication to the [Provin- 
cial Cirand Master of t'pper Canada. The brethren had regretted 
the surrender of the warrant, indeed, it would seem that it was «jivfti 
up l)v volition of the \V. M.. and not by resolution of the lodge riuri- 
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ar'^ no minutes to guide, but as much can be inferred from the 
correspondence of the period. Whether the lodge held regular 
meetings under the old warrant, while that document was in the hands 
of the Provincial Grand Secretary of Upper Canada, or whether they 
worked under the dispensation granted, is unknown. The lodge was 
called together under the dispensation, but there is no record of its 
proceedings. 

In 1828 a letter was received by the W. M. of Leinster lodge from 
the Deputy (irand Secretary of Ireland, enclosing two circular?, of 
which, however, there exist no copies, but which, no doubt, were 
favorable to the establishment and re-establishment of lodges under 
tlic (]rand Lodge of Ireland in Canada. The letter from Ireland read: 

Dublin. July nth. 1828. 

52 Jcrvis Street 

Sir and HrcitluT: — Since the decease of our late esteemed Brother Gr:iliai]]. 
the ortJcc of D. G. Sec'y has devolved upon me. 1, therclorc. einl)race tlie 
opportunity of a Brother Green, a H. K. T. who is going to reside ni Canada, 
and has heen highly recommended to me, to forward to you copies i»i the two 
last circulars, which have been issued by the G. L., fearing my iormer cnm- 
muni^ation. which was made through a stranger, tho' a Brother, may not ha\c 
reached you. and I do not know the address of the \V. Master of jX}, with 
sulVicient accuracy to send by post. 

I shall be happy, by all the means in my power, to forward the mteie^is of 
l.rulge 283. and of the order in general. If there are any other lodges, to wljom 
»»iniilar communications should be addressed. I send a few circnl.uv tmd»r«'rted, 
uhuli Brother Green will do me the favor to forward, as he ma> he instructed 

I am. Sir and Brother, 

Your most obedient servant, and well wisher, 
(signed) J K<»\\ler. 

I) G. Secy. 
To the Worshipful Master of 

LcxIkc. No. 2i^ji. Kingston. Canada. 

The conmumication brought forth the follow in v^ K-tttT to tlio 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Upper Canada at York. The 
Kingston brethren had a new-born enlhtisiasin and wi-rc anxiou's lo 
again meet under their old warrant. Their appeal was a stronjir one. 
exhibiting a vigor that the members of Leinster lodge had not evinced 
for i!iaiiy vears. 

Kingston. 24th N<»veml>er. iS.»S 

Right Worshipful and Brother: — We, the undersigned members of the Onke 
oi I. Cluster Lodge. No. 283, under the Registry of the Grand Lodge of Inland 
!>t g to transmit you the copy of a letter, very recently received from 0\:\x ('ir.md 
Lodj^e. accompanied by the two last circulars for 1827 and iSjS Thi und'-r- 
^iv'iu'd. under the present existing circumstances, and aUo tliat of al' .•.»:)»ro- 
%er«;y and unpleasant differences, which arose some time a^:o. havini; <»5h^ided 
among them, beg leave to recall their Warrant, No. 28^ w'r.uiied then- ]>v !!'e 
Graml Lodye of Ireland, at that time <leposited in chame of the Pr«»\in«*itl 
(iraml Loelge of l*pper C^inada Having had at all tinux tlu* welj.irr «.f tlu- 
rratermiy at heart, tho* from want of a proper authentiratid commnmva'um t«» 
them at that time, and thereby being inivled. thev were tlm^ lor a m'»me'U 'til 
into error, not from any evil dispo<;ition t(»war<ls the I'ratetmtv Induidn.iDv «»r 
at large From these circumstances, and the recenj communication* alnive 
illuded to. the subscribers feel themselves authorized to c.ill io»- thou .»rti»'n.il 
W arrant, to rndjle them to be put upon an e<|ual footing, aud i-ni«»\ il^e !tfc!"t> 
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and privileges with the Fraternity at large. It will be obvious to you, Sir, and 
Right Worshipful Brother, that we have, from the period alluded to, been con- 
sidered acting under the warrant granted from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 
consequently are held responsible for the regular dues to that Grand Lodge 
and no other. 

We have the honor to subscribe ourselves, 
Your Right Worshipful's 

Most obedient servants and brothers, 
J. R. Wright, W. M. 
Wm. Chesnutt, Past Master. 
James Hussey, S. W. 
James Cunningham, J. W. 
P. F. Hall, Secretary. 
« James Hall, 

Chester Hatch, 
John Maguire, 
J. R. Wright, 

P. M. of the Lodge of Concord, Kingston. 
To the Right Worshipful 

Grand Master of Free and 

Accepted Masons of Upper Canada. 

The Deputy Provincial Grand Master was courteous, but decided, 
in his reply. He determined to throw the responsibility on R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray, and so informed the brethren of Leinster lodg^c. 

Upper Canada. 

York, 17th December, 1828. 
Worshipful Sir and Brethren: — 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your respectful letter to me of 
the 24th ultimo, requesting that I would return to you the original warrant 
which you held from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

I have given the circumstances of the case my best consideration, and have 
decided upon referring your letter to the Provincial Grand Master of this Pro- 
vince. Simon McGillivray, Esquire, who is now in London. 

The following extract from a letter of his to Brother John Dean, one <^f 
the Provincial Grand Secretaries, will show you that it is not in my power to 
comply with your request, without first having the Provincial Grand Ma<itcr*s 
sanction for doing so. The letter from which this extract is taken, is on the 
subject of alleged Masonic misconduct on the part of your Lodge, and con- 
cludes with the following paragraph: *' As to the warrant from the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, you will keep it in sate custody till I require it at your 
hands.*' 

I am. Worshipful Sir. and Brother, yours fraternally. 

John Bcikie. 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master for Upper Canada. 
To the Worshipful Master. Wardens and Brethren of 

The Duke of Leinster's Lodge. No. 2S3. on the Registry of Ireland at 
Kingston. 

The MS. is endorsed in the handwriting of R. \V. Bro. Beikie 
on the 9th April, 1829, 

"sent this day by John Gait, Esquire, the oriRmal letters of wliich the 
within are copies and a copy of my answer thereto, under c<»vcr !<» Simon Mc- 
Gillivray, Esquire, in London. 

" Sent also under the same enchisurc. a letter from the Provincial Grand 
Secretary, Bernard Turquand. Es(jinrc. of the 3rd X<»v . iSjS. with a copy of 
the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lo<!jTe <M* l^pp.^r Canad.i at York, on 
Monday, 22nd September. 1828." 
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This concludK the history of Leinster lodpe. The warrant came 
into the possession of the writer in 1893. and was by him returned to 
the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, The linking of 
the partial records we have been enabled to gather gives hiii a faint 
idea of the work of the lodge. It is possible that some day, the min- 
utes of its proceedings may be found, and although these would be 
of interest, yet for all practical purposes what we have i^ivcs ns a fait 
idea of what transpired from the birth until the death of the loilge. 



CHAPTER CI 

St. John's Lodge, No. 286, Grand Reciptby ok Iki:i.A\i>. York, 
ON THE Grand River, Township ok Sf.nkca, Cmsrv df 
Haldcmand, 1851-55. 

A mythical story has been circulated for years in ilic .Viagara 
district to the effect that the Irish warrant of Caynga loiiyc originally 
came to Canada through an Irish regiment, which was ijnartcrcd in 
that district, somewhere prior to 1800. but it is alnio-t unmcis^ary 
to state that this is a story without a shred of fact to sii!'i>i>rl it. The 
warrant was applied for in 1850 and granted in the ^:\uu- year, and 
the lodge met where designated in its history 




Seal of St. John's Lodge. No. 2S(i. «■. K, 1, 

This story probably arose from another rei^anlini; an uM Iri^h 
lodge, which is said to have met in a farm house in the township of 
Bertie and in the neighborhood of Fonthill, and at atiMtlHr titnc mar 
IVanisville, This tale has sunic senibbnce of trnih, t.n .n ..LI h^]^c. 
known as No. 5, did meet in or near Fort Erie ahnni i^'Kl hut it i* 
believed to have been succeeded liy Imlj^c N'o <i. ai i:.iiii', <m the 
register of R. W. Bro. W'm. Jar\-is. No trace i>f Xo. 5 ninains. and 
the onlv reference to its work is in the statements nimle b\ the late 
Bro. (("ol.> Palmer, of Fort Frio, who died many yonr- a-", t>n( who 
frequently spoke of the warrant and iti! work, 

The'first meeting of this lodge under the «,Tnant of tl;.- t'land 
Lodge of Ireland was held nn the 7lh M.iy. iS5r, ni th,- 1- reenia-ons' 
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Hall, York, on the Grand River. There were fourteen members pre- 
sent out of a total number of twenty-one on the roll. Bro. Joseph 
Comick acted as Deputy Provincial Grand Master, pro tern, and in- 
stalled the officers, for which purpose he no doubt received due au- 
thority from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. Bro. W. J. Chambers, of 
Kingston, was made an honorary member for the trouble he had 
taken in assisting the lodge to procure its Irish warrant. 

At the meeting of 13th May, 185 1, a committee was appointed 
to compile by-laws for the lodge, which, on the loth June, were ap- 
proved and ordered to be printed. A new regalia was also ordered 
to be purchased. An invitation was sent to the brethren of Welling- 
ton lodge, No. 238, G. R. I., at Dunnville, to meet on St, John's day 
with St. John's lodge. The remaining meetings of the year were given 
to degree work and general business. 

The remission of money in December, 1852, to the Grand Lodge 
at Ireland shows that the connection was complete, and that St. John's 
lodge was now under the authority of that Grand Lodge. 

In November, 1853, the lodge was requested to aid King Solo- 
mon's lodge, Toronto, to take part in the Convention which met at 
London, and subsequently at Hamilton and Toronto. On the 15th 
November, 1853, it was resolved that Bros. Young, Cornick and 
McPherson attend the meeting at Hamilton as representatives and 
that Bro. Cornick's expenses be paid out of the lodge funds. 

On the 6th June, 1854, a resolution was proposed for the re- 
moval of the lodge to Cayuga, and it was resolved that it would be 

" for the advantage of this lodge and the futherance of Masonry that it be 
removed to Cayuga, and such removal take place on Tuesday, or any day that 
may be suitable." 

It was also resolved to ask the brethren to render them assistance 
in establishing the new lodge at Caledonia, and also that the secre- 
tary have a list made out for signatures on the next lodge night. 

No meetings were held in July or August, and on the Sth Sept., 
1854, the lodge removed to Cayuga and held its first meeting on that 
date. This month the lodge attended the installation of the new 
lodge, known as Wellington lodge. No. 238. L R.. Dunnville. 

At the meeting of 28th November, 1854, it was resolved that 

"a member of the former lodg-e when sittinc: under English Jurisdiction, 
and who had been by same Lodge suspended during pleasure, be admitted pro- 
visionally a member of this lodge, subject to the decision of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland." 

The minutes show that the lodge was doing quite an amount of 
work. In April, 1855, a communication was read with regard to the 
establishment of a Provincial Grand Lodge in Canada, and Bros. 
Mussen, Carroll, and Harcourt were appointed delegates to meet in 
St. John's lodge, Hamilton, on the 14th May. to take into considera- 
tion the advisability of forming a Provincial Grand Lodge, and these 
delegates were to advocate the establishment of a Grand Lodge for 
Canada. The delegates also attended the meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge at the Clifton House. Xiagara Falls, in July of 1855. 

The last meeting of the lodge held under the Irish warrant was 
at their lodge room in Cayuga. jStli September. 1855. At this meet- 
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ing delegates were appointed to attend the Convention at Hamilton 
on the loth of October, and at that Convention W. Bro. Carroll ob- 
tained a dispensation, signed by M. W. Bro. Wilson, as Grand Master, 
authorizing the lodge to proceed with its work. 

The first meeting under the dispensation from the Grand Lx>dge 
of Canada was held at Cayuga on the 4th December, 1855. 



CHAPTER CH. 

Lodge, No. 323, Grand Registry of Ireland, Brantford, Can- 
ada West, Tovvnsiiii» of Brantford, County of Brant. 

— 1853-S. 

The town of Brantford, which for many years was and is a Craft 
centre, and with which the history of early lodges in the counties of 
Brant and Norfolk is interwoven, had a Craft lodge of Irish origin 
in 1853, for on the 6th of July in that year a warrant was issued to W. 
Bros. A. Worthington, as W. M.; C. H. Waterous, S. W. and R. 
Henwood, J. W. 

The lodge had but a brief existence, for its warrant was returned 
to the Grand Lodge of Ireland on the 7th June. 1856. so that its work- 
under its original charter was but for three years. 

Amongst the members were Hros. Henry Yardington. John W. 
Downes, George S. Wilkes and William Murphy. 

Bro. (Dr.) Henwood was W. M. for two years, and while the 
lodge was under its Irish warrant it did a fair amount of work. It 
was known as Brant lodge and was one of the lodges which took part 
in the formation of the (irand Lodge of Canada at Hamilton in Oc- 
tober, 1855. 

At the first annual communication of the Graiu! Lodge of Can- 
ada, Brant lodge was represented by Bro. Cieorgc W. Malloch. the 
S. W., and in 1857 it was given the number 22 on the rej^ister of the 
Grand Lodge, 



CHAPTER CHI. 
Har.mony Lodge. Xo. 358. (iR\nm> Rkgistkv of Ikklan'm, I'.in- 

BROOK. Coi'NTY of WkNTWORTH, 1835-58. 

Binbrook is one of tlic townships of Wentw«trth, which formerly 
comprised, with the coimt\ of llalton, the (joro district. In 1S17 
there were but sixteen families in T.inhrook. while in i8q^ there were 
about five hundred. Situated near the centre i>t the township, it 
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was a busy place, and to-day is the seat of a Craft lodge under the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. Any part of the township is but an hour's 
drive from Hamilton. 

The first lodge instituted in this township was under a warrant 
from the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1855. It was held at the house 
of Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, situated on the south-half of lot 3, in block 
4, in the 4th concession of Binbrook, one mile north-west of Hall's 
Comers, thirteen miles from Hamilton. It is now owned by the heirs 
of the late Hon. Nicholas Awrey. 

Bro. John Brown of Binbrook, who was made a Mason in Har- 
mony lodge in 1857, writes in August of 1895 that his father, John 
Brown, was one of the originators of the lodgej with Bros. Jeremiah 
Taylor and Henry Morgan, all three being farmers near Hall's Cor- 
ners. Bro. Brown states that 

' " Bro. Taylor was building a house at the time, and agreed to fit up a 
room for holding the meetings, and father agreed to lay out the money for 
the Charter." 

The meetings were held at Bro. Taylor's house until 1861, when 
" he sold his farm and his successor asked so high a rent for the room 
that we decided on a hall at Hall's Corners." Bro. Brown also writes 
that his " father was building a house at the time on a farm he had 
bought in the vicinity, and fitted up a room upstairs where the meet- 
ings were held until the lodge at HalFs Corners was finished." 

Bro. Jeremiah Taylor was an American by birth and was iniciated 
in the United States. Henry Morgan was an Irish Mason, and John 
Brown, Sr., was a Scotch Mason. Bro. Morgan was lighthouse 
keeper at Port Dover for many years, after he left the township 
of Binbrook. 

The minutes show that the first installation was held on the 5th 
April, 1855, at the house of Bro. Taylor, and that Bros. Taylor, Mor- 
gan, Brown and William Mussen, the W. M. of lodge No. 286, Irish 
register, at York, on the Grand River, 'were present. The records 
only show four brethren as being present, and that " Bro. Jeremiah 
Taylor was installed first Master of Harmony lodge. No. 358, G. R. I., 
in due and ancient form," after which Bro. John Brown and Henry 
Morgan were installed as S. W. and J. W. respectively, and the lodge 
closed to meet again on the " first Monday after full moon in each 
month." 

There was no meeting in May, possibly from the fact that there 
was some doubt as to the legality of the proceedings on the 5th of 
April. 

The minute book contains a record of a special meeting of P. 
M.'s, held in Hamilton, on June 28th. at which Bro. Taylor was in- 
stalled as W. M. of No. 358. W. Bro. Thos. B. Harris presided at 
this Board of Installed Masters. At this meeting V. W. Bros. T. B. 
Harris, Richard Bull and Wm. Bellhouse were present. No reason 
is given for this special meeting, but it was clearly because the first 
installation was irregular. 

At the July meeting of the lodge Bros. Taylor, Brown, Heals, 
DeWitt, Mevers, from No. 286, York. Thos. H. Aikman, Thos. Mes- 
senger and P. S. Brown were present. Reuben C. Taylor was initi- 
ated. The fee for initiation was £4 or $16 of present currency. 
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The meeting in September was attended by eight brethren, 
amongst whom were Bro. James Young, Thos. Lester, Wm. Mus- 
sen, J. R. Carroll, with W. Bro. Jeremiah Taylor as W. M. Hiram 
Cook received the first and second degrees and the lodge closed. 
At an emergent meeting on 4th October, Bros. R. C. Taylor and 
Hiram Cook were raised. A communication from Strict Observance 
lodge, Hamilton, reporting the proceedings of a meeting of delegates 
of lodges at Clifton House, Niagara, on the loth July, was read, lliis 
referred to the preliminary meeting, held prior to the Convention in 
October, 1855, when the (irand Lodge of Canada was formed. The 
minutes state that 

" after rcadin^^ the circular and also the resolution passed at the Clifton 
House, and having fully discussed the same, it was resolved that this Lodge, 
concurring in some of the views expressed by the resolution, desire its officers 
to attend the con. at Hamilton, or in their absence they do hereby appoint 
Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, VV.M., to act as their proxy." 

There does not appear to have been any meeting held in Novem- 
ber or December, but on the 28th January, 1856, the lodge met, and 
at this meeting V. W. Bro. T. B. Harris presided. Bros. J. T. Craig, 
J. M. Rogerson. John A. r»riice. T. C. Sterling, J. Taylor, W. M., R. 
C. Taylor, John Brown and Hiram Cook were present, and after 
initiating Nathaniel lUoods worth, the lodge adjourned. 

The minutes shr)w that the lodge met in January, 1856, under 
the warrant of the Grand Lodt^e of Ireland, and in February of the 
same year under the warrant of the Grand Lodge of Canada. From 
February until December of 1856 there was no meeting, nor is any 
reason given for this lapse in the work. 



CHAPTER CIV. 

Lodge, No. 359. (iRAM) Recistrv of Ireland. Stratford, Town- 
ships OF Kasthope, Ellice and Downie, County of 
Perth. Canada West, 1855-58. 

Four townships in Perth county can claim Stratford, the county 
scat. The town of 1855, now a city, is situated in four townships, 
viz.. North and South Eastliopc. ElHce, Downie and Gore of Downie. 

The history of this lodj^e cannot be given to any extent, owing 
to the absence of the records, which were lost some years ago. The 
lodge was warranted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland as No. 350 at 
Stratford. Canada \Ve<;t, on the loth March, 1855. Bro. R. H. Lee 
was the first W. M., KHwiii Woodbury. S. W., and A. B. Orr. J. W. 
The first meeting in connection with the formation of the lodge was 
held on the 20th December, 1854. The minutes of this meeting have 
been preserved and read: 

*' At a tnretimj: <>f Ma^^lrr Ma<i»iis hold in Stralfor<l on the 2*>th day of 
December. A D iS^4. it \va<; resolved that the sum of Ten pounds be raised 
from the member* (nx'mbtT^ cnntribniinR the sum of one pound each'i to de- 
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fray the expenses attending the procuring a Charter for the Lodge of Free 
Masons proposed to be opened in the Town of Stratford, and if any surplus 
remains after payment of the same, that the same be placed to the credit of th*? 
Lodge, which money, as soon as the Lodge acquires adequate funds therefor, 
to be refunded to the members advancing the same. 

"A. B. Orr, paid, £r; James Orr. paid, £i; Rivinus H. See, paid £i: 
William F. McCuUoch, paid, £i; Egb. F. Benson, paid, £i; Edward Wood- 
bury, paid £i ; Walter Oliver, paid ^i ; William Larkworthy, paid £i ; George 
Frfderick Crookshanks. paid ii', Peter Woods, paid £i." 

The only other records of the lodge minutes are those of a meet- 
ing held on July 26th, 1856. Even these are but the draft minutes. 
They read: 

" Lodge 389 met at a Regular, July 26th, Thursday, at % Past eight, in 
the first degree. Minutes of last meeting of emergencies and approved of. 
The Petition of William Smith was then read & the Master appointed a Com- 
mittee of Investigation, composed of A. B. Orr & Watson, to enquire into 
character. The Lodge was then closed and opened on the second degree. By- 
Law amending former Bylaw as to passing or raising was passed. Bros. Case 
& Shoon were then balloted for, and issuing clear were duly passed to second 
degree. A meeting of emergency was then appd. for Thursday next, 2nd 
August. 5855, for passing two candidates for third degree for Thursday and 
Friday Brethren present all but Woodbury, J. Orr and McCuUoch.** 

Al the conclusion is the following report of the emergency held 
on the 2nd August: 

*' Emergency, Augt. 2nd, opened ist degree, then on the 2d, & then on 
the third, when a diffl. in wh. Brother McCh. was conspicuous, also a discus- 
sion about a By-Law as to passing & raising, as to the propriety of the passing 
except by two-thirds a month." 

On the second page of the sheet containing these minutes is one 
referring to a meeting on the 17th August, 1856, which reads: 

" Lodge opened at 8 o'clock in M. M. degree, Brothers Smith & Case 
were raised — closed at ^ to nine o'clock." 

And on the third page are the minutes of an emergent meeting, 
which are also brief: 

" Lodge of Emergency met at Lodge Room on Monday, the 28th Jan'y. 
56 — opened at % past 8 o'clock on the first degree. Brother Verity passed to 
second degree. Lodge opened upwards. 

** Present, W. M., Tyler, Sec'y, Treasr., Bro. Fred. G. Tisdale. In G.. 
Bro. Cook; S. W., McCuUoch; J. W., Verity; S. D., Shoon; J. Dea. Mathe- 
son, Wantzel. 

" & Br. Verity was duly passed to the 2nd degree. The Lodge closed in 
Harmony at 10 o'clock." 

The fourth page of the sheet contains a copy of a motion passed 
at the lodge on the 28th June, 1855. 

" Moved by Bro. A. B. Orr ) 
" Seconded by Bro. Oliver ) 

" That candidates be pafsed & raised at meetings of emergency, and that 
six Fours be sufficient notice for calling such emergency meeting. 
" Wellington Lodge. No. 359. Stratford. June 28th. 1855." 

Some of the MSS. for 1855-56-57-58 have been preserved, which 
give an identity to a few of the members of the lodge. These MSS. 
consist of petitions for membership, showing that the following \%ere 
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members of the lodge, viz. : Messrs. Robert Armstrong, E. F. Ryer- 
son, Walter Oliver, William D. Harrison, Edwin Woodbury, A. B. 
Orr, P. R. Shaver, William Wantzel, W. McKay, James Orr, John E. 
Lee, Robt. W. Keay, Daniel Bamum, P. Watson, R. P. Cooke, Thos. 
Smith. Jno. De Courcey O'Grady, R. W. Canaf Mitchell, James 
Wood, W. F. McCulloch, W. A. Higgs, Peter Woods, John Hicks, 
Wm. Verity, W. H. Stennett, George Morley, W. R. Plum, Robert 
Brabazon, August Stahlberg, Robert Johnson, J. P. Smith, Worsley 
Ebbs. Abram H. Buchler, Alfred Howitt. 

The lodge met in a building which according to present location, 
is the second door south on Erie street, from the south-west comer 
of Erie and Ontario streets. This lodge affiliated in 1855 with the 
Grand Lodge of Canada and was No. 28 on its register. The war- 
rant from the Grand Lodge of Ireland was surrendered in 1856 and is 
now in the archives of that body. 

The following comprised the membership of Lo<igc No. 359, after- 
wards Wellington lodge. No. 28. G. R. C: 

Armstrong, Robt.; Barnum, Daniel; Brabazon, Robt.; Buehler, Abraham 
H.; Case George; Cana, R. W. ; Cooke. Robt.; Ebbs. Worsley; Higgs, 
W. A.; Hicks, Jno.; Hcwson, Robt; Harrison, W. D ; Howitt, Alfred; 
Johnston, Robt; Lee, J. E.; Lee, R. H.; McCulloch, W. J.; Mathewson, 
Thos.; Morley, Geo.; O'Grady, J. DeCourcy; Orr, James; Orr. A. B.; Oliver, 
M.; Oliver Walter,; Plunkett, Richard; Plum, W. R.; Rolph, Peter; Ryerson, 
E F.; Roberts, W.; Smith, Thos.; Shaver. P. R. ; Stcnncit. W. H.; Smith, 
Wm.; Smith, Jno. P.; Sirahlberg, August; Woodbury. Kdwin; Wantzell, 
William; Woods, James; Watson, P.; Verity, Wm. 



CHAPTER CV. 

The First Step Towards ax Indkpendent (irxnd Lodge in 
Canada. — The Irish Lodges in the Jirisdiction and 
Their ArrroN. — 1855. 

The first marked step taken to place the Craft ni Tpper Canada in 
the position of a sovereign and independent body, chitlied with that 
!iupreme authority that is the right of all who have the faculties of 
thought and speech, was an event which did not iin]>ros'i itself upon 
the Oaft calendar until the year of grace 1853. 

The Craft l<><l''t'*- of Canada, which wore cstahli^lu'd un<ler the 
ohedience of the (irand Lodge of Ireland, have more than an ordin- 
ary dain: to rej^ard fmni the Craftsmen of n»)t onlv the l^rovince <>t 
Ontario hut ako of the Dominion of Canada. At lea^t fifteen lodije? 
between 1824-55 could claim parentage by warrant direct from Ire- 
land, and while a few became dormant and f)a*5«;ed awav tho«;e that 
remained and aflRliated with the Grand Lodge of Canada in its for- 
mation were active lodqc<;. filled with representative men in all walks 
of life 

4S^ 



706 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 

Twenty years before this century saw light there was a lodge of 
Irish foundation in the Niagara district. There is but little evidence 
in sight, even after prolonged search, of the truthfulness of the claim, 
but the surrounding circumstances point to lodge No. 2, at Niagara, 
in 1782, as a Craft organization which received its warrant from Ire- 
land. The signature of two well known Masons. Bros. William Rools 
and Robert Smith of Niagara district, in the book$ of Stamford 
lodge, and the fact that they were entered from a lodge of " Irish 
Establishment " is reasonable proof that " Ix)dge, No. 2,'' of which we 
know they were members, worked under a warrant that must have 
been of Irish origin. There is this to be said, that no record of " No. 
2, at Niagara," is to be found in the books of the Grand Lodge at 
Dublin. 

Some claim that a lodge in the township of Bertie, known as 
" Fort Erie, No. 5," was of Irish origin, but of this claim there is no 
ground in the MSS. So that the reader may dismiss all thoughts oi 
finding an Irish warrant in Upper Canada until 1844. when a Iodide 
was warranted at UOrignal by the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Half a century before that date the murmurings of discontent 
were heard at Niagara. The death knell of the first Provincial Grand 
Lodge was sounded when about 1797 the governing body was moved 
from Niagara to the new capital, then known as York, and now as 
Toronto. The move was one, not of necessity but of expediency — a 
transfer in name only, for those whose hearts were in the work saw 
that the removal of the Grand warrant and with it the prestige of a 
Grand East, was a death blow to the work that from I7t)5 ha<I uro^- 
pered fairly well in the old capital of Upper Canada. 

While it is true that the authorized parchment which tjualiheil 
R. W. Bro. Jarvis to act did not see Niagara soil again for nearly 
twenty years and that, so to speak, no document of any kind existed, 
with those who formed the rival or schismatic Grand Lodge at Nia 
gara, yet their work was worthy of the cause. They had not the 
inherent right and power held by Jarvis, but they did the work that 
belonged to his Grand Lodge. They established lodges, met in (|uar- 
terly communication, with fair regularity from 1800 until 18.^2, and. 
be it said, conducted themselves with such discretion that, on the 
reorganization in 1822. high honor was paid to their ref)resentativc. 
R. W. Bro. Robert Kerr, who successfully guided tlieir destinies for 
many years. 

Seventeen years later in the days of the Kingston ConMMuion. 
1 81 7- 1 822, the feeling in favor of Craft independence gained ij^round 
and when in the latter year R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray re-organ- 
ized the Craft, he saw that Canada, peopled masonically with tho<;<- 
who hailed from five different jurisdictions, could not he p;overncd 
by the tightly drawn lines that would not he con^^idrrcd injitdicioiw 
in the mother jurisdictions. 

In 1836 the effort at London. I'pper Canada, in favor r>t an in 
dependent Grand Lodge, under W. Bro. Charles Dimcombe, altlmuirh 
not successful, was but the advance guard of a movement that marche<l 
to victory twentv vears later. 

In 1842-44 the efforts of R. \V. Bro. Ziha M. Phillip^^. at Snnth'<: 
Falls and Brockville, had so much of success that his wa^ a bodv not 
in name only, but in form, so proper, so full of life and >o progTC^sivc 
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that its work seriously embarrassed those at York, who assiuned the 
hereditary right to govern as a Provincial Grand Lodge. 

Then from 1843-45 the efforts of tlie Craft lodges were in the 
direction of a Provincial Grand Lodge under the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of England. The Provincial Grand Lodge formed in 1845 
jogged along at a pleasant pace, did good work but without any 
attempt to secure the establishment of a supreme and independent 
body. This continued until the early fifties, when a new element came 
in and changed the destiny of Craft government, not only in the Pro- 
vince of Upper Canada, but in every jurisdiction in what is now the 
Dominion of Canada. 

In Upper Canada from 1792 until 1855 all the lodjres established 
were by the Ancient and Modern Grand Lodges of luigland and the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, for the Grand Lodge of Scotland, although 
it had a Provincial Grand Master in Sir A. N. MacNab, from 1842. 
never erected a warrant in Upper Canada. 

The lodges of the (irand Lodge of England, whether established 
by direct action, as in the case of Rawdon at York, or by a Provincial 
Grand Lodge, have been dealt with in the history of tht- provincial 
hodits and those of the individual lodges of each pcri^xL The* iiraml 
Lo<iijc of Ireland was a governing body which, without the aid i>f a 
Provincial (jrand Master or the usual machinerx oi a I*rovincial 
(irand Lodge, established lodges in Upper Canada, wliicb may justly 
claim the honor of initiating the scheme for infU'iH-ndeiice. thai 
led to the organization of the Grand Lodge of Canaihi in 1X55. 

The Grand Lodge of Ireland had fifteen lo<lges in Ipper Canada 
anil Lower Canada, of which we have particulars in the MSS. The 
number, name, location, date of warrant, and, in nearly everv case, 
the date on which the lodge ceased operations, have been a^certamed 
from the books of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Thirteen of these lodges were in Upper Canada e>r Canada We^* 
and two were in Lower Canada or Canada East. To one of these 
lodges belongs the credit of making the first deternuned effort for 
Craft independence in Canada. On the 3rd Fobruar\, 1^47. a war 
rant was issued by the (irand Lodge of Ireland for the oon>tituiion of 
King Solomon's lodge. No. 222, to meet at Torontti. i ana<la \\>vt. 
Ihe warrant arrived in Toronto on the 24th March. 1S47. The first 
officers were W. Bro. William Cassidy, W. M.. David llopkiiiv. S. 
\V., and Thomas Kennedy. J. W., and these brethren <^i>encd the lod^e 
for the first time on the 24th June, 1847. From the da\ of its open- 
inq: the lodge had a successful career. It surrendered ii^ \x\^\\ war- 
rant on the I2th June. 1858, and is to-day Xo. 22 on tlu- roll of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. 

At the regular meeting of King Solomon's lo<li;c on the -?6th 
I->bniar>-. 1853, the W. M.. W. Bro. George L. Allen, in furnl>hin.t: a 
return of the members, with a draft for the fees and dues required 
hv the (irand Lodge of Ireland from its subordinates. com[)Knncd that 
the dues which were collected in Canadian curreney ha<l t«» be re- 
mitted to Ireland in sterling money. The W. M. pointe*! out the 
difficulties of collecting fees, and suggested that £17. 13s. (m\ sterlini: 
were e^jual to £21. los. 7d. currency, and that the fee^ dm Inlanii 
should be collected upon the Canadian currency basis. \\\ oilur wonl'^ 
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that the pound currency should be received by Ireland as a pound 
sterling. In other regards tTie letter breathed the true spirit of loyalty 
to the mother Grand Lodge. 

On the loth November, 1853, after months of private discussion 
amongst the members, the question of the formation of an indepen- 
dent Grand Lodge for Canada West came up before the lodge in the 
form of a resolution. 

It was proposed by V. W. Bro. Kivas TuUy, P. M., who in 1850- 
51 had been W. M. of the lodge, seconded by Bro. Charles Fitz- 
gibbon, senior warden, that 

" Considering the rapid increase of lodges working under Warrants from 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, being now ten in number, and the necessity that 
exists for having a ruling power in Canada West, it is desirable that a con- 
vention to be composed of the W. Master, Past Masters, Snr. and Junr. 
Wardens of said lodges be held forthwith, to consult on the best means to 
be adopted for attaining the above object, and for the benefit of the Craft gen- 
erally in Canada West." 

This was the resolution that gave life to a movement which, 
gathering strength day by day, never ceased in its efforts until its 
object was attained. The resolution being carried it was promptly 
followed by another, with the same mover and seconder, to the effect 

" That owing to the lateness of the season and for the greater convenience 
of the Delegates from the several lodges, it is advisable that the said Masonic 
Convention be held in Hamilton on Thursday, the 24th Instant, at noon, and 
that communication be forwarded to St. John's Lodge, No. 231, Hamilton, 
requesting the use of this Lodge Room for the purpose, and in order to give 
Masonic sanction to the proceedings of the said convention, the W. M. of 
St John's Lodge, No. 231, be and is hereby requested to call an Emergency 
of the Lodge on that day, there being nothing in the Constitution Contrary to 
such a proceeding." 

This was followed by a third resolution directing 

"That copies of the above resolutions be forwarded to the several lodges 
working under the Irish jurisdiction in Canada West, requesting that the duly 
qualified Delegates, as above stated, attend the Masonic Convention, as matters 
of the utmost importance to the progress of Masonry in Canada West will be 
discussed." 

The Convention met in the lodge room of St. John*s lodge, No. 
231, G. R. I., at Hamilton, in due course on the 24th November, 

T853. J 

The official minutes, copies of which are rare, show the business 

transacted. Five lodges, No. 231, Hamilton; No. 222, Toronto; No. 
323, Brantford; No. 209, London, and No. 286, York, on the Grand 
River, were registered. 

Ten delegates represented the lodges and five resolutions, all of 
which were carried unanimously, show that the delegates were of one 
opinion. The proceedings, copies of which were sent to the lodges, 
read: 

" Minutes of a Meeting of Delegates: 

" From the several lodges of Freemasons in Canada West, under the Grand 
Lodge- of Ireland, assembled under Resolutions passed in King Solomon's 
Lodge, No. 222, G.R.I., on Thursday cvcmng, the roth day of November, 5853, 
and circulated through the several Lodges, held in Saint John's Lodge Room, 
in Hamilton, on Thursday, the 24th November, A.L. 5853. 
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" At the adjourned meeting in the Third Degree of the Saint John's Lodge, 
No. 231, Grand Registry of Ireland, following Delegates were present: 

W. Bro T. B. Harris. W.M., Saint John's Lodge, 231. 
V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully. P.M., King Solomon's. 222. 
. W. Bro. W Myles. P.M., Saint John's Lodge, 231 
Bro. Chas. R. Wilkes, J.W., Brant, 323. 
Bro. R. C. McMullen, J.W., King Solomon's. 222 
W. Bro, J. W. Kerr, P.M., Saint John's. 231. 
W. Bro. James Daniel!, W.M., Saint John's, 209. 
W. Bro. Or McPhcrson, P.M., York, Grand River. 286 
Bro. Jer. Taylor (Proxy). 

W. Bro. T. Moore, P.M.. Saint John's LodKc. 231 
"The W. Master read Communications from Saini John's. 286, Cayuga, 
Grand River, dated 19th Novr., 53. From King Hiram's, 226. Ingersoll, C. W., 
dated 21st Nov., 53. Both letters relative to the Convention The latter con- 
tained Resolutions of King Hiram's Lodge, as follows: 

'* Ingersoll. 15th Nov., 5853. King Hiram's l-odRc, 226 

" Moved and carried unanimously. That this Lodg** apt>r<)vinR of the Re- 
solutions passed at King Solomon's. No. 222, on the subject of having: a Grand 
Lodge in Canada West, and further, that the Secretary W or<ltre(i to com- 
municate the same for the information of the Convcnnon. wliirh 1% to meet 
on the 24th instant, at Hamilton " 

"Proposed by V. W. Bro. K. Tully. P.M., 222. srcondc^l by \V Bro J. 
Daniell. W.M., 209. 

" Resolved — That the rapid increase of Lodges workni^' utuler Warrants 
granted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, requires a rrovnuwl a\u\ GnverniiK 
Authority, to be c<fmposed of Represcntative.s from tlu* srxiial I'nxate I.Mdijt'S 
in Canada. Carried unanimously. 

"Proposed by W. Bro. Daniell, W. M., seconded by Hro Kerr. 1' M : 

" Resolved— That Brothers Tully, Kerr, McPhcrson and W nkcs be .1 c(»ni- 
mittee to frame Resolutions to be submitted to the Lodu^M. on the snbiect of 
establishing a Governing Authority in Canada West, and tli.u sai«l Committee 
report on the subject this evening. Carried unanimously. 

"The Committee on Resolutions having reporte*!. their rei»ort \\.in received 
and adopted unanimously, when it was 

Proposed by W. Bro. Kerr. P.M.. seconded by W. Bro MyKs. V M : 

Resolved — ^That for the better management of the Business c<mnccted with 
the Masonic Institution m Canada West an independent (irand Lod>:e be 
established therein, and that a communication be forwarded tn the Grand Lod^e 
of Ireland, that it is the intention of the Brethren workin^r under their juris- 
diction in Canada West to form themselves into an Independent Grand Lodge, 
and respectfully requesting them to recognize the said l-«Mige as the Grand 
Lodge of Canada West Carried unanimously. 

" Mem. — That the Secretary of the Convention be instructed to report to 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland immediately. 

•• Moved by W. Bro. Daniell. W.M.. seconded by V \V Br<^ K Tnlly. 
P.M.. and 

" Resolved — That copies of the proceedinRs of thi-- C^nvontinn be forwarded 
to the several Irish Lodges in Canada We«it. and that an ad i turned Conven- 
tion of the said Lodges be held in the Lodne Room of S.nni J<dm's Lodpe. 
209. London. C.W., on the first Thursday in May. for the purpose of forming 
an Independent Grand Lodge of Canada West rarri'*d unanimou^^lv 

"Bro. Robert C McMullen. J W. of Kin>; Solomon < I.od;;c. .».'.*, To- 
ronto. was requested to act as Secretary to the Convention 

"R. C. McMullen .<tiTetar> ' 
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These resolutions declared for a Provincial Grand Lodge for the 
lodges subject to the obedience of Ireland in Upper Canada, and that 
the intention to form an independent Grand Lodge be communicated 
to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. When the Convention adjourned it 
was determined to meet at 'London, Canada West, in May, 1854, and 
there and then form an independent Grand Lodge. 

In the meantime the proceedings at Hamilton were reported to 
the lodges in Canada West under Ireland, and all of these bodies 
endorsed the resolution and action of the delegates. In King Solo- 
mon's lodge the discussion was of an animated character and every 
point was debated vigorously and with a determination to carry out 
to the fullest extent the resolution of loth November, 1853. At an 
emergent meeting of the lodge held on the 6th December, 1853, the 
W. M. read the report of the proceedings at Hamilton, after which it 
was resolved: 

" That the resolution of the Convention held at Hamilton on Thursday, 
the 24th ult, having been fully discussed and considered by this lodge, the 
members in open lodge assembled are of opinion that with all due reverence 
for the most worshipful the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and for the benefit of 
the order generally throughout the province, the recommendation of the con> 
vention for the establishment of an Independent Grand Lodge for Canada 
West is the most advisable cours'^ that could be adopted, and that the duly 
qualified delegates be requested to attend the adjourned convention to be held 
in London on Thursday, the 4th May. 1854. for the purpose of establishing the 
said Independent Grand Lodge." 

And it was further ordered that one hundred copies of the reso- 
lution be printed for circulation. 

On the 15th April. 1854, the W. M. of King Solomon's lodge 
received a communication from the Grand Secretarv of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, and it was ordered that the letter he sent to the 
secretary of the Convention, which was to be held on the 4th May, 
1854, in London, Canada West. The contents of the letter are not 
g^ven in the minutes of King Solomon's lodge, but its purp)ort is 
known from a resolution passed at a subsequent meeting of the lodge. 
The Grand Lodge of Ireland offered a Provincial Grand Lodge, leav- 
ing the nomination of the Provincial Grand Master to the Conven- 
tion, this nomination to be confirmed by the mother Grand Lodge. 

The adjourned meeting of the delegates of the Hamilton Con- 
vention of 24th November, 1853, met on the 4th May. 1854. in Lon- 
don. The minutes of the meeting were brief, merely giving the reso- 
lutions passed. The discussion was lengthy, and the Toronto, Hamil- 
ton, London, York and Brantford lodges were represented. The 
minutes read: 

Minutes of an adjourned Convention of r)clcR:atcs from the several LodKe> 
working under Warrants from the Grand LoHpe of Irelaml. held pursuant to 
notice in the Lodge Hall, London. C?nada Wo?t. on Thursd.iy. the 4th of May. 
A L. 5854. 

W. Bro. James Danicll. \V. >[. St. John's, jog. providing Twenty-five 
Delegates present. 

St. John's Lodge, 209. having been opened in third DcKrec in the usual 
form, the minutes of the Convention held in St. John's, 231. Lodge Hall. Ham- 
ilton. Canada West, on 24th November la?i. were read and.coafirnie^L 

Several communications were read, including one from the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland to V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully. P M. of King Sc>lomon*s Lodge. No. 
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222. when it was moved by W. Bro. T. B. Harris, seconded by W. Bro. Cald- 
well, and 

Resolved — That this lodge be now closed and the delegates form them- 
selves into a Committee of the whole, to take such steps as they may deem 
expedient for the formation of a Grand Lodge in Canada West. Carried. 

The Lodge was then closed in the usual form. 

In Committee of the whole, W. Bro. James Daniell in the chair. 

Resolved — ^That a Committee be appointed to draft a copy of a Consti- 
tution for the Government of a Grand Lodge of Canada to be established in 
this Province, to be submitted to the next meeting of this Convention. 
Carried. 

Resolved — ^That the Committee consist of Worshipful Bros. James Daniell. 
T. B. Harris, Dr. Henwood, William Young. J. E. Hall and very Worshipful 
Bro. Kivas Tully. Carried. 

Resolved — That the adjourned meeting of this Convention be held in Ham- 
ilton on the first Thursday in September. Carried. 

Resolved — ^That a ropy of the proceedings of this Convention be forwarded 
to all the Lodges in Canada West, also to the Provincial Grand Lodge of this 
Province, asking their co-operation in the establishment of an Independent 
Grand Lodge in Canada. Carried. 

Resolved— That W. Bro. T. B. Harris be President of the Committee. 

Resolved— That Bro. Robert C. McMullen be requested to continue his 
services as Secretary of this Convention and Committee. Carried. 

Resolved — That the proceedings of this Convention be published in the 
Masonic Mirror and Keystone and the Masonic Review. Carried. 

Resolved — That the thanks of this Convention be given to the Chairman. 
Wor. Bro. James Daniell for his conduct on this occasion. Carried. 

Resolved — That the thanks of this Convention be given to Bro. Robert 
C. McMullen for his services as Secretary. Carried. 

Resolved — That the thanks of this Convention be given to the W. M.. 
Officers and Brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 209, G.R.I.. for their kind at- 
tention to the several Delegates and for the use of their Masonic Hall. 
Carried. 

The Convention then adjourned. 

R. C. McMullen. Secretary. 

It is to be regjetted that the names of the twenty-five delep^ates 
who were present are not given in the official proceedings. The Con- 
vention was presided over by a man of excellent judgment — W. Bro. 
James Daniell, W. M. of lodge Xo. 209. London. 

The intention of the Convention to meet on the Qth September. 
1854. at Hamilton, does not seem to have been carried out, for in the 
MSS. we find a circular from the secretary of King Solomon's lodge. 
No. 222, Toronto, enclosing to other lodges copies of resolutions 
passed at a meeting of the delegates of Irish lodges on Thursday, the 
9th November. 1854. held in the Masonic hall on the north-west cor- 
ner of Church and Court streets. Toronto. The minutes of this 
meeting have not been preserved, but from those of a regular meeting 
of King Solomon's lodge. Toronto, held on the ()th Xovomber. 1S54, 
we find that there were on that date visiting Toronto W. I'.ro Jere- 
miah Taylor, of P.inbrook lodge, Xo. ^^58, t. R.. P.inhrook: W r»ro. 
Thos. B. Harris, of .^t. John's lodge, Xo. 2V. T K.. Hamilton, and 
W. Bro. T. B. Warren, of No. 232. I. R.. St. Thomas. 

The meeting of the Convention of 9th XovcmbcT was one of 
moment, for at it the offer of the Crrand Lo<lge of Ireland was not 
r*u\y accepted, provided certain privileges were aliowe<l. but \V. I>ro. 
Tames Daniell wa<i elected Provincial (irand .Ma^^ter 
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The minutes of King Solomon's lodge of gtli November, 1854, 
contain only one line of reference to the subject. The lodge had pro- 
ceeded with routine work and an initiation of a candidate by W. Bro. 
T. B. Harris, of Hamilton, and " The remainder of the evening was 
occupied with the business connected with the Convention." 




This probably alluded 10 the fact that a general discussion was 
held in the lodge room on the action of the Convention held on the 
same day in that room. The resolution passed read; 

'■ Re-iolved— Th-it Ihe olTer oi a Provinciai Gniiff l-odgt l>v the Musi 
Worshipful the Gr.in.l LodRc of Ireland lr,ivin« the Nnminaiion ol thi- Pro- 
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vinciai Grand Master to this Convention be accepted, provided that the Grand 
Lodge grant to this Provincial Grand Lodge the privilege of issuing Warrants 
and Certificates, retaining the Fees. A nominal value for such privilege to 
he fixed by the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge." 

Resolved— That W. Brothers P. Ms. Tully and Allen do draft a state- 
ment of facts, showing why such powers are required, to be submitted to the 
M. W. the Grand Lodge of Ireland." 

W. Bro. P. M. James Daniell. of St. John's Lodge. 209, London, C.W., 
was then elected Provincial Grand Master, subject to the conditions of the fore- 
going Resolutions. 

The Secretary was ordered to submit a copy of those Proceedings to the 
M. W. Grand Lodge of Ireland, with the statements reierred to in the 2nd 
Resolution. 

The Meeting then adjf)urncd. 

R C. Mc Mullen. Secretary. 

The work of carryinj^ out the resolution of the Convention in 
a presentation of the case to the Grand Lodp^e of Ireland was ac- 
complished by W. Hro. Tully and W. Bro. Allen, who in accordance 
with the instructions, sent the following letter to the Grand Lodge ol 
Ireland: 

*' The under^^ipnotl having been appointed t»y resolution to draft a state- 
ment of facts, showing why certain privileges arc required by the brethren in 
this Province, beg to submit the following: 

" 1st. The rapid increase of Lodges, working under Warrants from the 
M. W. the Grand Lodpe of Ireland, demands a local governing body. 

*' 2nd. The difllculiy experienced in corresponding with the M. W the 
Grand Lodge, and consequent detriment to the Craft, requires that the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lod:4c for this Province should have more extended powers 
than are usually granted by the Constitution. 

".Vd. The objections to remit the Fees for Warrants and Certificates being 
A yearly amount sufficient to form the basi«; of a Benevolent Fund, which is 
much required in this province 

•* The imdersigned humbly submit that should the prayer of the resolution 
be granted by the M. W the Grand Lodge, it would do more for the prosperity 
of the Craft in this Province than any other course that could be adopted; in 
fact, it would tend to cement the bonds of Universal Brotherhood more closely, 
and would eventually lead to a junction of all lodges working under other 
jurisdictions, thereby avoiding the impending necessity of forming an inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge 

" The undersigned also respectfully submit that the great delay caused by 
the irregular communication with the Grand Lod^c, when promptness is re- 
quired, particularly in reference to certificate^, iustifies the private lodges in 
claiming more extended powers than are provided for in the Constitutions. 
And the fact that several distressed brethren from Fn^land and Scotland, as 
well as Ireland, have been annually relieved by the private lodges here, 
whereas comparatively few. if any. Canadian brethren have claimed assistance 
from the Parent Grand Lodpe, reciuires the most serious consideration of the 
M. W. the Grand Lodpe as to a reduction of the fees And m carrying out this 
arrangement, we respectfully urge that an annual amount. t«» be fixed by the 
M. W. the Grand Lodge, would be the most satisfactory mode of settlement 

'* The undersigne<l. in conclusion. w<nild state, on behalf of the several 
Lodges working under the Irisb iuri*;diction. th.it in adoptiii^: this course they 
are solely influenced bv the desire to further the intere^Jts ot the Order gener- 
ally, and not by a rebellious or factions "spirit, and ^bould the M. W the 
Grand Lodge consi<lcr it advisable to adopt any other course that would carrv 
out the intentions of the Representatives of the several Lodges, they wouM 
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be prepared to adopt it, and humbly submit to the decision of the M. W. the 
Grand Lodge. 

'* All which is respectively submitted. 

(Signed) " Kivas Tully. P. M. No. 222. 
" G. L. Allen. P. M." 
" Toronto. November 29th, 1854." 

At the regular meeting of King Solomon's lodge on 12th April, 

1855: 

" The W. M. directed that an emergency meeting be summoned for Friday, 
the 20th Inst, to take into consideration the letter received from the Depy. 
Grand Secty. of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, in answer to one sent from the 
Convention of Irish Lodges in Canada." 

This meeting was held on the 20th April, and at it the letter of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland in reply to that sent by W. Bros. Tully and 
Allen, was read as follows: 

" Free Masons' Hall, Dublin, Ireland. 

8th January, 1855. 

" Dear Sir and Brother — I am directed to inform you that thf resolutions 
forwarded through you and Bro. G. L. Allen, P. M., No. 222. and Bro. Tully. 
from a Convention of Delegates meeting in the Hall of King Solomon's Lodge, 
No. 222. at Toronto, on the 9th November, 1854, were duly laid before the 
Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Ireland on Thursday evening, the 4th 
January. 1855. and the M. W. the Grand Lodge were pleased to confirm the 
Report of the Board of General Purposes, who had them previously under their 
consideration. The decision of the Grand Lodge is, viz.: 

" That the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Ireland cannot recom- 
mend His Grace the Duke of Leinster, the M. W. the Grand Master, to 'grant 
a Provincial Grand Lodge to Memorialists on any other terms than those 
usually granted, and with the prescribed powers granted to other Provincial 
Grand Lodges. 

" But I am directed to assure the Brethren in Canada West, &c., that the 
Grand Lodge deeply regret that any inconvenience has arisen by the irregu- 
larity of the correspondence with the Brethren from the Grand Secretary's 
office, and to state that arrangements have now been made that such irregu- 
larities for the future shall not occur. The sudden death of our Brother. 
George Rankin, Deputy Assistant Grand Secretary, in September, placed the 
affairs of the office in some little confusion. The Committee appointed to 
regulate the office have concluded their sittings, and their suggestions are now 
acted upon, and I am sure will give every possible satisfaction to the Order 
generally. The Grand Lodge at its last meeting appointed Bro. Lucius H. 
Dcering, Deputy Assistant Secretary, in room of our lamented Brother G. 
Rankin. 

" I am. dear Sir and Brother, yours fraternally, 

"S. Fowler, D.G.S. 
*• Bro. R. C McMullcn, 

" Secretary to Convention, 

'• Masonic Hall, Toronto. Canada West." 

This letter was apparently written in a kindly spirit, a contrast 
to other correspondence of a later period from sovereign bodies in 
Britain. The letter was discussed, and it was determined to postpone 
future action until the next regular meeting. In the meantime it had 
been resolved by the W. M.'s of the Irish lodges to hold a conven- 
tion at Hamilton on the 14th May, 1855. On the loth May the sub- 
ject again came before King Solomon's lodge, when it was proposed 
hv r.ro. E. R. OT.nen, seconded bv \V. Bro. T. Paul. 
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" That the delegates of this lodge be instructed to advocate at the meeting 
in Hamilton on the 14th inst. a united action with the English Lodges of 
Canada West, for the purpose of petitioning the Grand Lodges of England, 
Ireland and Scotland to grant a united separate Grand Lodge for the Province." 

This Convention assembled at Hamilton on the 14th May, 1855, 
and appointed a delegation, consisting of V. W. Bro. Thomas B. 
Harris, W. Bros. James Daniell, George L. Allen and R. C. McMul- 
len, to attend the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, to be held 
at Niagara Falls, on the 19th July, to urge the propriety of united 
action in the erection of an independent Grand Lodge. 

An official circular of the work of the meeting at Hamilton was 
sent to all the Canadian lodges and to the leading members of the 
Craft in both Canada West and East. The minutes read: 

At a meeting held at the Masonic Hall, Hamilton, on Thursday, the 
fourteenth day of May, 5855, for the purpose of forming a Canadian Grand 
Lodge 

1. It was moved, seconded and resolved. 

That all the lodges in Western Canada be requested to send Delegates to 
meet the Provincial Grand Lodge at the " Clifton House," Niagara Falls, on 
Thursday, the nineteenth day of July next, when a Committee will be prepared 
to give every information on the subject. 

2. It was moved, seconded and resolved. 

That after the said meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge the delegates 
will assemble at the Masonic Hall, Hamilton, on the second Monday in 
August,, next, to confirm their proceedings, and to proceed with the forma- 
tion of "The Canadian Grand Lodge," the Election of Officers and such other 
matters as may be deemed necessary. 

Worshipful Sir & Brother: 

As above we send you the two resolutions for the considcraticm of your 
Lodge, with the view that you will appoint Dclr Rates, so that your Lo<lKt* 
may be fully represented. 

Yours fraternal Iv. 

John W Bainc. Sccrctnrv 
Thos. B. Harris, Presiding. 

Hamilton. June 7th, 5855. 

The Convention asked the aid of the Provincial Grand Master 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of England in C anada. R. W. Bro. 
Sir A. N. MacNab, who, although he had sanctioned a proposal to 
divide Upper Canada into two <li visions, ruled that he could nni he 
a party to such a move as that proposed by the Convention 

On the 1 2th July, 1855. in King Solomon^s lodge. W Wto. G. 
L. Allen and P.ro. Kivas Tully were appointed the delegates on behalf 
of that lodge to be present at the meeting of the Provincial ^iraiul 
Lodge at Xiagara P'alls, on the igth July. 1855. 

This brings the record down, as far as the Iri^^h lodges arc con 
cerned. to the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge under Rng 
land at Xiagara I-'alls. at which such action was taken a<; led tr. thr 
secession of a large number of lodges and the formation of the r.raiul 
Lo<lge of Canada. The separate history of each lodge, which i>re- 
cedes this chapter, is an actual record of tlie work of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland in Tpper Canada, and with the chapters which gave an 
account of the steps taken from 1833 to form an in<lopen<lent Grand 
I^odge. gives in comprehensive form the situation of Masonic govern- 
ment, as it was prior to 1855. 
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The following tabulated form shows the name, number, location, 
etc., of the Irish lodges, the information being verified from the books 
of the Grand Lodge at Dublin. It is sent to the writer with the com- 
pliments of Bro. " A. St. George, D. G. Sec.," of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, Freemasons' Hall, Molesworth St., Dublin, April 13, 1896. 
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CHAPTER CVI. 

The History of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 1855. — ^The Sur- 
roundings OF THE Craft and its Organization at that 
Time. — The First Move for Independence. 

Seven years after the reorganization of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge under the leadership of R. W. Bros. Sir Allan MacNab and 
Thos. Gibbs Ridout, the membership of that body felt that in the 
near future an independent and sovereign jurisdiction must exist in 
Upper Canada, if the operations of the Craft were to be conducted 
successfully and in a manner conducive to the interests concerned. 

In the summer of 1852 the proposal was discussed by leading 
nienibers of the Craft. The seeds sown ripened in October of 1852, 
when with due regard for the mother Grand Lodge of England, as the 
parent of the Craft life in Canada, a resolution was unanimously 
passed to the effect that the welfare of Masonry in the province de- 
manded, as an absolute necessity, the establishment of an independent 
Grand Lodge, with exclusive control of the Craft in Upper Canada, 
and that the funds contributed to its support be retained by tlie pn) 
posed body to meet the requirements of Masonry in the province. 

This resolution was forwarded to England, but no acknowledg- 
ment was made of the communication. Nothing daunted by tlic ap- 
parent lack of courtesy, which at this time was rather the rule than 
the exception with the English authorities, the Provincial C^irand 
Lodge again addressed the Grand Lodge of Enj^^land by petition. 
In this document it recited the history of the Craft from the first estab- 
lishment of a Grand Lodge in 1792 at Niagara, pointintr out that the 
advancement of Masonry had not kept pace with the material pro^ 
grcss of Canada, that the Canadian Craft funds were kept at a low cl)b 
by the constant demands of indigent brethren from Great Britain and 
Ireland, and asking that the fees collected might be retained in Can- 
ada. Further, that the Canadian lodges might elect their own Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, and that if the influence of the Grand Lodge 
of England was exerted it might induce the Grand Lodges of Ireland 
and Scotland not to issue any more warrants in Canada, and then the 
entire Craft in the province would be united in one body. 

These petitions and appeals failed to elicit a response from the 
Grand Lodge of England. Nevertheless, the members of the Pro- 
vincial body did not falter in their effort nor grow disheartened 
Further resolutions were passed at subsequent meetings, and tlie 
Grand Secretary was directed to apply to the Grand Secretary of Fn::- 
land, and if unsuccessful, to the Grand Registrar of that ho<1y. for 
a reply to the communications sent in 1852-3. This attempt was also 
unsuccessful. The result was officially announced at the meetint^ of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge held at Niagara Falls on the loth Iiilv. 

1855- 

The neglect of the English authorities to communicate with the 

Canadian Masons produced among the latter a feeling which did not 
tend to strengthen the good-will which should exi^t in fraternal in- 
stitutions The interests of the Craft were stifferine to such an ex- 
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tent that many of the leading minds of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
determined to place matters in such a position that the Grand Lodge 
of England would be compelled to make its views known either by 
granting or resisting the concessions demanded. 

It was deemed opportune to make the first move at the meet- 
ing of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, on the English 
register, at Niagara Falls. Carefully prepared resolutions were drafted 
and proposed, but these were ruled out of order by the Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, who refused to submit them to the meeting, 
peremptorily adjourning the Provincial Grand Lodge until the next 
day. It is needless to state that these proposed resolutions did not 
appear in the minutes. 

This action, it may be well imagined, did not improve the har- 
mony of the occasion. The refusal of the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, even were he the appointee of England, to place before the 
Grand Lodge the resolutions proposed was not only considered as 
uncalled for but also as autocratic, and created such a feeling of re- 
sentment that, after the adjournment of the body, a large meeting of 
the members, which included several Provincial Grand officers, as- 
sembled, at which were considered, discussed and debated with vigor 
the unsatisfactory position and prospects of the Craft. It was felt 
that no redress could be secured through the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
and that the Provincial and Deputy Provincial Grand Master would 
remain loyal to the mother Grand Lodge. After due consideration a 
resolution was passed unanimously calling a meeting ot delegates from 
all the Canadian lodges to meet at Hamilton on the loth of October, 
1855, for the purpose of considering the advisability of establishing a 
Grand Ix)dge of Canada — an independent governing body, the peer of 
all sovereign bodies in existence. Tliis was in brief the preliminary 
action which led to the celebrated Convention, productive of such good 
results for Canadian Masonry. 

Whatever attempts had been made in the past towards the forma- 
tion of an independent governing body for the Craft in Canada, were 
clouded by the fact that there was lacking in the movement an essen- 
tial element for success, in that those who led did not possess that 
personal magnetism which would surround the effort with a follow- 
ing, whose names, if not presence, would be a tower of strength in so 
important an undertaking. Each of the Provincial Grand Lodges 
which had controlled the jurisdiction of Upper Canada commenced 
their respective careers under auspices the most favorable, but the 
want of executive officers, who had within them the elements of ambi- 
tion and a personal love for the Craft, wrecked every hope and 
shattered the design which a partially indifferent menihersiii]> liarl 
laid out on its tracing board for the weal of the fraternity. 

The first Grand Lodge of 1792 might, with prudence, have begun 
and carried on a career of usefulness which would only have ended 
when merged in a sovereign body, but indifference, neglect and a 
nerveless hand at the wheel practically threw the lodges on the rocks, 
and it was " every lodge for itself," for the provincial governing body 
apparently had no concern in the life or existence of the subordinate 
bodies. The inanition which finally emasculated the first Provincial 
Grand Lodge left the Craft ready for a gavel, which could not onlv 
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command respect, but re-unite and control the elements that were left 
intact in the organization inaugurated by R. W. Bro. William Jarvis 
when he planted his warrant in Niagara in 1795, so that the brethren 
who unit^ in Masonic communion in the Grand Convention at Kings- 
ton were pursuing proper precepts and the true instincts of brethren 
when they met and determined to re-organize the Craft. 

The best laid schemes ofttimes go awry. The members of the 
convention planned a course of action that should have won the hearty 
support of the powers in the motherland, but whatever indifference 
characterized the acts of the first ruler of the Craft in I'pper Canada* 
found its prototype in stronger form in the powers which t^overned 
the Athol Grand Lodge at Lx>ndon. Courtesy costs but little, and 
civility, even in the lowest grades of life may be recognized, if not 
thoroughly identified, but in the case of the founders of the Masonic 
Convention at Kingston, 1817-1822, these attempts to secure a hear- 
ing even or recognition at the hands of the mother < irand Lodge were 
most unsatisfactory. 

Enthusiasm may not be a commodity that can be measured with 
the same accuracy as the atmosphere, and yet the modern man in his 
normal condition is susceptible to inspiration. In the ca^e of the 
Canadian appeals to England from 1817 to 1822 the hearts of those 
who had in their keeping the welfare of the Craft in the old land were 
so slow to respond to the cry of their brethren in Ipper Canada that 
it is a matter of surprise that the bond of affection whicli licld the 
pioneer Masons of the colony was not snapped in twain by the icv 
and repellant action of the mother Grand Lodi^o of I'nt^land. The 
Kingston Convention, however, was a mean^ to an cn<l, and the only 
regret is that its action did not take the decided form oi a coniplctt 
independence, such action would have saved the hcarthnrnini;> of 
later years for the seeds of discontent were unwittinirlv ^^own in tliosf 
davs when the Craft, with but little tuition, was readv to han<lle the 
gavel of sovereign power. But it was not to he, and tin* clon.l< ^hich 
overcast the jurisdiction when the rival and schi»;niatic < iraiid Lodg:e 
at Niagara was inaugurated never disappeared until xhv inemhcrs of 
the Kingston Convention placed themselves on rroord as willing to 
do all and everything to place the Oaft on a <«»lid fonndation 
Then dawned the davs of 1822, and with them the arrival of K 
W. Bro. Simon McGillivrav. His actions were n^taMv jnst: hi^ 
decisions wise, and his intentions for the future oi the Cratt so well 
defined that no one could with reason complain. His keiii sense 01 
right commands even the regard for those who lu'>itaied to accept 
him as a Masonic monitor, and his determination to draw to a com 
mon and fraternal centre all the parts of Masonic work, which were 
wandering around the Masonic circle with no aim in view, no desire 
to serve, was a step which for a time stayed the hand of th<i-«e whc» 
would have wrecked beyond compare the Craft ^)iij» in or<l«M to <i\'m 
their own cnda. 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray's Provincial Grand Lodi^e. as we have 
read, had a useful but short existence. Seven ycar^ i^ not 1<mi)^ in tin 
lifetime of an organization, and the body formed in 1822 wa«i in a 
dormant condition before 1830. True, the Morn an excitement of 
1827-28-21; did not tend to strengthen Masonry in tlu regard of the 
outer world. While .American Uxl.i^es suffered, tho^c in Canada were 
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not; materially affected, and the records preserved show that the work 
was {airly continuous. The subordinate lodges were not so much at 
fault as the provincial body. The hearts of those who after 1822 
kept up the interest in the Provincial Grand Lodge apparently 
weakened after 1827, and after 1830, the foundation for Craft 
work laid in 1822 by R. W. Bro. McGillivray crumbled away and be- 
came too fragile to support any superstructure. 

The attempt to revive the work in 1835 failed through the abso- 
lute indifference of the leaders of the lodges, which were then work- 
ing, while the effort in 1842 to place the governing body on a sub- 
stantial basis was defeated by the selfishness of brethren who, not will- 
ing to make a move themselves, were only too eager to annihilate 
any effort in which they were not concerned. 

The successful movement of 1845 was due in part to the fact that 
those who had heretofore clogged the wheels of advancement saw 
that reorganization would come from some quarter. The knowledge 
that the Kingston brethren, and, indeed, those of the midland districts, 
were retrimming the beacon lights, which for half a century had illu- 
mined the sky in the central portion of the jurisdiction, was significant 
enough to indicate future permanency and prosperity. It was this 
knowledge which incited tlie reorganizers of the Craft in York, by 
concerted action, to assume authority and take up control, which they 
claimed they had lawfully inherited from the days when R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray presided in the East of the primitive Masonic Hall 
in Market lane in York. 

We know the history of the Provincial Grand Lodge tinder Sir 
Allan N. MacNab, and willingly accord it a place as a business-like 
organization, controlled by earnest men intent upon the work, 
but without an ambition beyond the powers of a Provincial Grand 
Lodge. 

Eager for peace at any price the provincial body in Upper Can- 
ada was not affected by the murmurings of discontent which found 
an outlet in the early fifties. The leaders did not apparently see that 
Craft opinion in their jurisdiction was being moulded by members 
of foreign bodies not under the ol>edience of England, none of whom 
would consent to come under anv subordinate governing body. 

The lodges warranted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in Canada 
had raised the signal which meant a new existence for the Craft in 
Upper Canada. True, the flag fluttered in the breeze only for a short 
time and was then lowered, not that the watchers feared that the 
storm might wrench it from its fastenings, but because they as guard- 
ians of the signal saw that their strength would not stand the strain 
of a prolonged vigil. For this reason the Irish lodges in Upper Can- 
ada rested in their efforts. They knew that it would not be a long 
interim before new strength would he infused into their cause, and 
that when the flag went up again it woiild float forever. 

Their longings were satisfied and their desires accomplished when 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Enp^land in Upper Canada, with a lack 
of foresight which seems incredible, rejected the appeals made by 
its membership for a separate and sovereign Masonic obedience for 
the lodges of Upper Canada, and allowed thirty of its adherents, the 
representatives of as good lodges as ever assembled, to pass its portals 
never to return. 
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In brief, the Irish lodges were anxious for a governing head. 
They saw that the period of vassalage for the Canadian Craft had 
passed. They knew that the mother bodies across the sea held the 
colonial lodges not as factors in the fraternal circle, but as contri > i- 
tors to great charities, which, noble and beneficial in the mother land, 
were without any benefit thousands of miles away from Britain's 
strand. 

The rejection of the efforts of those who desired an independent 
Masonic existence at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, under Sir Allan Mac Nab, culminated in an improiiiptu 
gathering of Masons held on the 19th day of July, 1855, ^^ ^^e Clifton 
House, Niagara Falls, when the entire situation was discussed and 
reviewed, the result being that a resolution was passed to the effect : 

" That a Convention of delegates be held at Hamilton, on the 2nd Wednes- 
day in October next, for the purpose of considering the expediency of estab- 
lishing an Independent Grand Lodge of Canada, and to proceed with such 
matters as may be deemed most desirable for the benefit of Masonry in this 
Province." 

This resolution was amplified by a second resolve to the effect: 

" That the Secretary be instructed to address a communication, embody- 
ing the foregoing resolution, to every lodge in the Province, inviting and 
urging them to be properly represented at that Convention." 

From July until October the promoters and organizers of the 
proposed change were not idle. They knew that the struggle would 
be one attended with many trials; that only by taking all the lodges 
into their confidence, by placing the situation before them in an un- 
biased and impartial manner; by reasoning out every point in dis- 
pute, and justifying every move that had been made, and inviting 
criticism in every feature of the proposed change, could they com- 
mand the confidence of those who were expected to range themselves 
under the new banner. 

Accordingly, the autumn of 1855 — to be historically correct, the 
lOth day of October in that year — saw the representatives of foriy-ono 
lodges assembled in the Masonic Hall in the city of Hamilton. This 
hall was on the west side of the Court House square, on the south- 
west corner of Hughson and Main streets, a building owned by Mr. 
Beasley, and occupied for many years as a printing office. 

Of these forty-one lodges there were from the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West the lodges at Brockville, Niagara, Grimsby, 
Simcoe, Hamilton (4), St. Catharines, Dunnville, Whitby. London 
(2), Woodstock, Windsor, Drummondville, Hawkesbury, Ingersoll, 
Cayuga, St. Thomas, Brantford, Vaughan, Stratford, Binbrook, 
Brighton, Toronto, Picton, Amherstburgh, twenty-eight in all, four 
of which were from Hamilton and four, viz., Kinj^ Solomon's, of To- 
ronto; St. John's, of London; Hawkesbury, of Hawkesbury; St. 
John's, of Cayuga, were lodges warranted under the Citand Lodije 
of Ireland, while from Lower Canada there were the lodges at 
Clarenceville, St. Andrew's, Stanstead. ^^ontreal (4), St. John's, Dun- 
ham, Waterloo, Lacolle, Quebec (2). It is also notable that of the 
forty-one lodges those from Xiarara and Hamilttui jr»arton) wore the 
only lodges which could claim the antiquity of the Provincial Grand 
46a 
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Lodge of R. W. Bfo. William Jarvis (1792^1822), and one, 'the 'King 
Hiram, of IngersoU, the only lodge of the contemporary regime of 
R. W. Bro Robert Kerr in the schismatic Grand Lodge of Niagara 
(1802-22). 

There is no list on record giving the names of all who were pre- 
sent at the Convention, but one is here furnished that will at least give 
the lodges and localities represented by those whose names we have. 
It is understood that many of the lodges were represented by proxy 
and that some of the brethren, therefore, represented more than one 
lodge. The following list is as complete as it can be made: 

Sussex lodge, U. C, W. Bro. W. B. Simpson, P. M. 

Niagara lodge, Niagara, U. C. 

Union lodge, Grimsby, U. C, Bro. Rev. Dr. Lundy, P. M. 

Norfolk lodge, Simcoe, U. C., W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, P. M. 

Nelson lodge, Clarenceville, L. C. • 

St. Andrew's lodge, St. Andrew's, L. C. 

Golden Rule lodge, Stanstead, L. C. 

St. George's lodge, Montreal, L. C, W. Bro. A. Bernard, P. M. 

Zetland lodge, Montreal, L. C, W. Bro. J. H. Isaascon, W. M. 

Barton lodge, Hamilton, U. C., W. Bro. C. Magill, P. M., Bro. 
John Morrison. 

Dorchester lodge, St. John's, L. C. 

Prevost lodge, Dunham, L. C, W. Bro. David Brown, P. M. 
(Proxy). 

St. George's lodge, St. Catharines, U. C. 

Strict Observance lodge, Hamilton, U. C., W. Bro. John Os- 
borne, W. M., W. Bro. William Bellhouse, P. M. 

Amity lodge, Dunnville, U. C. 

Composite lodge, Whitby, U. C. 

St. George's lodge, London, U. C. 

King Solomon's lodge, Woodstock, U. C. 

St. Lawrence lodge, Montreal, L. C. 

Great Western lodge, Windsor, U, C. 

Acacia lodge, Hamilton, U. C, W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, W. M., 
Bro. Thomas Duggan, S. W., Bro. Thomas B. Harris, J. W. 

Sheffield lodge, Waterloo, L. C. 

Hoyle lodge, LacoUe, L. C. 

St. John's lodge, Hamilton, U. C, Bro. W. T. Thomas, J. W. 

Independent lodge, Quebec, L. C. 

Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, Montreal, L. C. 

Hawkesbury lodge, Hawkesbury, U. C. 

St. John's lodge, London, U. C, W. Bro. James Daniell, P. M.. 

Bro. A. S. Abbott, S. W. 

King Hiram lodge, IngersoU, U. C. 

St. John's lodge. Cayuga, U. C. 

St. Thomas lodge, St. Thomas, U. C. 

Brant lodge, Brantford, U. C. 

Vaughan lodge, Vaughan, U. C. 

Wellington lodge. Stratford. U. C. 

Harmonv lodge, Binbrook. U. C. W. Bro. lereniiah Tavlor, 

W. M. 

Brighton lodge, Brighton, V. C. 
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St. Andrew's lodge, Quebec, L. C. 

King Solomon's lodge, Toronto, U. C, W. Bro. George L. 
Allen, P. M. 

Prince Edward, lodge, Picton, L. C. 
Tliistle lodge, Amherstburg, U. C. 

The blades of grass grow green over the resting-places of all 
save one of that faithful band who met in this Convention. R. W. 
Bro. Charles Magill is still to the fore, and even in his closing days, 
as these lines are written, his face beams with pleasure when one re- 
calls to him that autumn afternoon, when he was called upon to 
inaugurate the proceedings of the Convention, and requested to take 
the chair. The now venerable brother had occupied a prominent 
position in the Provincial Grand Lodee, and had been honored with 
the rank of Provincial (irand Junior Warden, an office which he had 
filled with dignity and respect. 

V. W. Bro. Thomas Bird Harris, of Hamilton, was requested to 
act as secretary of the Convention, and prayer having been offered 
by the Rev. Dr. Lundy, a committee, appointed to consider rules and 
regulations for the government of the Convention, reported in favor 
of those contained in the book of Constitution of the Grand Lodge 
of England, and these were adopted without change. It was decided 
that each lodge represented should be entitled to three votes, after 
which a committee, consisting of Bros. Thomas B. Harris, D. Brown, 
D. Curtis, W. M. Wilson, A. Bernard, Dr. Lundy, W. C. Stephens, G. 
Railton, W. B. Simpson. Richard Bull and John Osborne was ap- 
pointed to prepare a series of resolutions embodying the views of the 
convention. 

The subject matter of those resolutions had been thoroughly dis- 
cussed before, and the plan of action laid down with such infinite care 
that no step could be taken without the closest consideration. 

The afternoon session adjourned about six o'clock and the com- 
mittee was directed to report as soon as possible after the opening 
of the evening session. Promptly at 7.30 o'clock Bro. Magill called 
the meeting to order, and resolutions were submitted for adoption. 
They were succinct, yet courteous, and conveyed their meaning in 
terms that could not fail to he understood bv those who viewed with 
feelings of alarm the secession of strength, which might eventually 
weaken materially the influence of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West under the obedience of England. 

The resolution which placed Canadian Masons under a sovereign 
body was prefaced by a preamble which briefly recited the grounds 
for action, viz: the diversity of interest caused by the occupation <^f 
territory by the Grand L<Klges of England, Ireland and Scotland: 
the objections to Canadian Freemasons being made contributors to 
the charity funds of Encjland, from which they received no benefit, 
and which created a constant drain on the funds of the Canadian Craft; 
the inconvenience caused by delay of months and even years in receiv- 
ing warrants and certificates, though asked and paid for; the fact that 
moneys sent from Canada were unacknowledged for years by Eng- 
land; that the coniminuoalion of Canadians were treated with silent 
contempt by England : that the Provincial Grand Masters were merely 
nominees of Eni»land. irresponsible to Canadians, and that under the 
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present system the Provincial Grand Lx)dges were practically inde- 
pendent of the Canadian Craft, and that these bodies had not the 
respect or attention of the mother Grand Lodge. 

This was in brief the preamble, and, as will be seen by a full read- 
injr of the text, it emphasized the position of the Craft to such an ex- 
tent that it was not to be wondered that the resolutions following these 
primary explanations were definite and pointed, embracing in a few 
lines an intention that could not be misunderstood when it was resolved 
'' to form a Grand Lodge of Canada." The resolution with its pre- 
amble was framed after consultation with all the leaders, and, as will 
be seen, secured a support which assured the promoters that their 
efforts would be crowned with success. 

V. W. Bro. Magill read the resolutions as reported by the Com- 
mittee as follows: 

" Whereas, the existence of Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons in this 
Province, hailing from three several Grand Lodges, is a system productive of 
much evil to the Craft, creating a diversity of interests and allegiance — an 
absence of harmony in action and working, perpetuating local and national 
feelings, and thus estranging the affections of brethren, whose Order knows 
no country and is confined to no race; and 

" Whereas, the Benevolent Funds of Canadian Freemasons, small as 
they are, are considerably taxed to relieve needy brethren from Europe, whflc 
our resources are doubly drawn upon by contributions to the Grand Lodge; 
of Enpland and Ireland, and to the Provincial Grand Lodges of Canada, thus 
creating a constant drain upon those funds, from which but little return can 
ever be expected; and 

• Whereas, the distance between Canada and the Grand Lodges of En-j:- 
laiid. Ireland and Scotland presents a very serious difficulty in re^jard to t'le 
necessary correspondence, as well as the prompt receipt of Warrants and Cer- 
tificates, which have been delayed for months, and in some cases for yea's. 
greatly to the inconvenience of the fraternity in Canada; and 

"Whereas, important communications, and even remittances of mone>, 
have been suffered to lie for years in the Grand Secretary's office in England, 
without the least acknowledgment of their having been received in due course, 
l^reihrcn being compelled to leave the Province before they could receive from 
England the certificates for which they had long previously paid; and, 

" Whereas, the communications of the Provincial Grand Lodges of Canada 
to the Grand Lodge of England — though respectfully and masonically ex- 
pressed, especially when in the form of petitions or remonstrances, have been 
treated with silent contempt, their very receipt remaining unacknowledged; 
and 

'* Whereas, the Provincial Grand Masters of Canada and their Deputies 
are not appointed by, and arc entirely irresponsible to, the Freemasons of Can- 
ada, being the mere nominees of the Grand Lodges of Great Britain, the mem- 
bers of which can know but little of the state of the Craft, or the masonic posi- 
tion of individuals in this Province; and 

" Whereas, while the Provincial Grand Lodges are thus rendered irre- 
sponsible to and independent of the Craft in Canada, experience has shown 
that they are unable to secure from the parent Grand Lodges that attention 
and respect which are due their position; 

" Therefore be it resolved: 

" That in order to apply a remedy to the evils — to form perfect fraternal 
union and harmony, establish order, ensure tranquillity, provide for and pro 
mote the general welfare of the Craft, and secure to the fraternity of Canada 
all the blessings of Masonic privileges — it is expedient, right and our bounden 
duty, to form a Grand Lodge of Canada." 



J 
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The resolution having been read an amendment was pioposed, 
not with a view of defeating the proposals, but that due notice might 
be given to the mother Grand Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, of 
the proposed action. The amendment asked that the following words 
be added to the resolution: 

"And that the same be now organized, but that the working thereof be 
held in abeyance, until the action of the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland 
and Ireland be made known on the subject." 

This amendment was also discussed at length, but did not find 
favor. The brethren were determined that the day for courtesy to 
the mother Grand Lodges had gone by and promptly negatived the 
amendment by a vote of 38 lodges to 3, after which the original mo- 
tion was carried, one brother, R. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, dissenting, 
not that he was opposed to the resolution, for individually he heartily 
concurred in it, but he felt that as the representative of King Solo- 
mon's lodge, Toronto, he could not act in the absence of instructions 
from his lodge. 

The declaration that it was expedient to form a (jrand Lodge 
was followed by a substantive resolution, moved bv Bro. Geo. G. L. 
Allen of King Solomon's lodge, Toronto, seconded by W. Bro. Wil- 
liam Bellhouse of Strict Observance lodge, Hamilton, and unani- 
mously adopted, to the effect: 

" That we, the representatives of regularly warranted Lodges here in Coti- 
vention assembled, resolve: 

" That the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Can- 
ada be and is hereby formed upon the ancient charges and constitutions 01 
Masonry.** 

'^The passage of this resolution led to a general divcus'>i<^n as to 
the preparation of a constitution for the newly formed (iratul I-odije, 
after which it was unanimously resolved: 

"That a Committee be appointed, consisting of \V. Bros \V. M VViIsun. 
W. C Stephens. R. Bull. Dr. Lundy. A. Bernard, T. H. Harris, and Or. Duvi 
gan — with power to add to their number — to prepare rules ami regulaiions i«»r 
the government of the Grand Lodge of Canada." 

The session of the Convention was one of unflagging initTC-t. 
The delegates knew well that the fierce light of criticism \vi)iild be 
thrown on everv act, and that thev had not onlv to win to tlu*ir cause 
lodges from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada, but to state a 
case, which would have the endorsement of other jurisdictions on 
this continent. ^ 

At 10.30 a.m. on Thursday, the nth October, the C<Mivcntion 
again met. and the conmiittce appointed to prepare rules and regula- 
tions presented a report, whicli. on being read, it was niowd by \V. 
Rro. A. S. Abbott, of London, seconded bv Hro. Jcrciniah Tax lor. of 
Binbrook, and resolved: 

"That the draft nf conMitutions, now read by Hie Srcretafy. Uv and is 
hereby adopted as the Constitution of the Grand Lt)dvje of Caiiad.i " 

.^nd on motion of Bro. Abbott, seconded by Rro. J R Hiitler, 
the convention proceeded to elect officers to hold office inuil the second 
Wednesday in Jnlv. iH^^f). 

The tabulated list irives the roll of officers fc^r each voar. so that 
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it is unnecessary to repeat the names with the history of the proceed- 
ings of each year. It is worthy of special record that the brother 
who had taken so active an interest in Craft work should be accorded 
the honor of being the first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
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GsAND Lodge of Canada, 1855. 

M. W. Bro. Wm. Merceh Wilson, Grand Master; R, W. Bko. A. 
Bernard, Deputy Grand Master, and R. W. Bro. Rich- 
ard Bull, Grand Senior Warden. 

Canada. The applause which welcomed the declaration that M. W. 
Bro. William Mercer Wilson had been so elected was ample evidence 
of his status with the brethren who had chosen him, R. W, Rro. A. 
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Bernard was selected as his Deputy, while R. W. Bros. W. C. Ste- 
phens, W. B. Simpson and W. Eaden were the District Deputy Grand 
Masters of the first districts of the newly-formed Grand Lodge, re- 
spectively, the Western, the Central and the Eastern. 

In order that the faith of the lodges of the jurisdictions might 
be fully tested, it was resolved: 

" That every lodge concurring in the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada shall have authority granted them for the purpose of continuing their 
work, and that some reasonable time be mentioned therein to enable them to 
make out the returns to the parent Grand Lodges; and should they fail to 
fulfil this engagement, then all protection from the Grand Lodge of Canada 
will cease." 

While the draft constitution had been sanctioned, it was deemed 
advisable to have it amended and revised, so that all points might be 
covered, and a committee was so appointed, with another to assist in 
the preparation of foreign correspondence, purchase of the regalia and 
books for the use of Grand Lodge and the procuring of a seal in lieu 
of the one then temporarily used. 

The thanks of Grand Lodge were tendered the Hamilton breth- 
ren for their exertions in the organization of the (irand Lodge and 
their hospitality to the brethren from a distance. It was resolved: 

•* That the Grand Secretary be instructed to request all Lodges under the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Canada to forward to him. at an early da>. 
the number of their warrant and the date of their formation, duly authenti- 
cated." 

The Convention adjourned to meet on I'ridav morninj;, but it 
was late in the afternoon, 5.15 o'clock, wlun ilio brethren resumed 
their labors. V. W. Bro. Charles Magill had taUn a tinu'ly and active 
interest in the organization of the Cirand Lo<li;c. and he folt that his 
services should have been recognized by selection for an elective 
oftice, the more particularly as he had occupied the position of (irand 
Junior Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada \Ve^t under 
England. He, therefore, declined to accept the oftice of (irand Senior 
Deacon, and in his place the Grand Master-elect appointed \V. r»ro. 
Geo. L. Allen, of King Solomon's lodge. Toronto, and W. Wvo. 1 ho- 
mas Perkins, of Hamilton, as Grand Junior Deacon. 

Having elected officers, the next and most important step wa^ 
that they should be duly installed, and. therefore, on motion of W. 
Bro. Richard Bull, seconded by W. Bro. J. R. liolden, it \va.-> un 
animously resolved, 

*' That the Grand Master-elect be requested to name three brethren oi the 
Grand Lodge as a deputation to proceed, with as little delay as po'^^iblr. to 
the residences of such Grand Masters or Past Grand Ma«iters as may bo mo^t 
convenient, for the purpose of inviting: them to thi« (irand LodRc, to insiall 
the M. W. Grand Master-elect." 

The Grand Master-elect appointed \V. P.ros. .\. r.ernard, \V, C. 
Stephens and Thomas B. Harris as a deputation, and the Convention 
adjourned subject to the cjiU of the Grand Master-elect. 

The lodges were represented by their duly qualified officers, the 
localities being as follows : 
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Name of Lodge. 



Brockville 

Niagara. 

Union 

Norfolk 

Barton 

St. George's ; 

Strict Observanoer 

Amity 

Composite 

Sl George 

King Solomon 

Great Western 

Acada 

St. John's 

Brighton 

Wellington 

King Hiram 

St. Thomas 

Brant 

Vaughan 

Wellington 

Harmony 

Prince Edward 

Thistle 

Nelson 

St Andrew's 

Golden Rule 

St. George 

Zetland 

Dorchester 

Prevost 

St. Lawrence 

Shefford 

Hoyle 

Independent 

Social and Military Virtues. 

St. Andrew's 

Hawkesbury 

St. John's 

St. John's 

King Solomon's 



Location 



Brockville ... 

Niagara 

Grimst^^ 

Simco^ , 

Hamilton .... 
St. Catharines 

Hamilton 

Dunnville... . 

Whitby 

London 

Woodstock ... 

Wind." or 

Hamilton 

Hamilton . . . . , 

Brighton 

Dunnville.. ... 

IngersoU , 

St. Thomas.. .. 

Brantford 

Vaughan 

Stratford 

Binbrook 

Picion 

Amherstburg . . 
Clarenceville. . . 
Sl Andrews . . . 

Stanstead 

Montreal 

Montreal . . . 

St. John's 

Dunham 

Montreal 

Waterloo 

Lacolle 

Quebec. 

Montreal 

Quebec 

Hawkesbury .. 

I^ndon 

Cayuga 

Toronto 



JUSISDrCTION. 
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Ireland. 
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A communication had been addressed by the committee of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada to M. W. Bro. Randall, a Past Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of New York, asking him to instal the Grand 
officers of the newly-formed Grand Lodge. M, W. Bro. Randall had 
asked the advice of the Grand Master, M. W. Bro. Joseph D. Evans, 
and that brother, in communicating his views to the Deputy Grand 
Master, R. W. Bro. W. E. Evans, of Buffalo, said that it would be 
improper for M. W. Bro. Randall to do so, as the subject involved 
"too grave and important a principle for the Grand Lodge of New 
York to hastily consider and determine." 

Bro. Evans, who was very friendly towards the Grand Lodge ol 
Canada, communicated what he had done in this matter to the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and by that body was thanked 
for his non-participation in the installation ceremonies. 

The fact that the Grand Master of New York had declined to 
allow one of his officers to perform the ceremony of installation did 
not interfere to any extent with the advent of the new organization. 
Buffalo was in one way more convenient than any other point, and, 
possibly, that is one of the reasons why the committee sought as- 
sistance from the Grand Lodge of New York. However, the com- 
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mittce had not long to wait before securing an installing officer. The>- 
proceeded to Detroit and found in the Grand Master of Michigan a 
brother ready and willing to perform the required ceremonial of in- 
stallation. 

The Convention was again summoned to meet on Friday, the 
2nd November, at the Masonic Hall, south-west corner of Hughson 
and Main streets in Hamilton at 6 p.m. All the Grand officers-elect 
were present and a large number of visitors. The meeting was called 
to order by the Grand Master-dcct, and the deputation, appointed to 
proceed to the residences of such Grand Ma<iiers a<; mighi l>c deemed 




-^.^."lidd!. 



uui 



expedient, to invite one or more to assist at llio iiKtallalion of tin- 
Grand Master of Canada, reported: 

■' Tlial ihcy had proceedrd to Dptroit, and s.-iim,! ii,,. torni.-. ■>: [li. 
M. W. the Honorable H. T. Backus Past C.raiKl M.,.ui ..i ili,- M W i.i.uiil 
Lodge of the Slate oi Michigan. wlu> wui in alu-mlii..-.-. :iiiil r.-.i,lv ;,, \.x.. ,- .\ 
at once to the consecration. inM.illalion an<l invrviinrm .<i the (iratid 1 )rti.-.Ti 
of the Grand I.odne of Canada." 

The M. W. Bro. H. T. Backus was intro<iuccd and took his s.at 
on the throne. 

The M. W Grand Master and the Grand olTi.ers elect -.f ih,' 
Grand Lodpe of Canada were then presented. 

The M. W. Past Grand Master. H. T. Markup peiforn.ed the cere- 
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monies of consecrating the Grand Lodge of Canada, and installed the 
Grand Master and invested and installed the Grand officers in due 
and ancient form. The Grand Marshal declared: 



" That in the name and by the authority of the Ancient Constitutions of 
Masonry, and the proceedings of a Convention convened pursuant to the same, 

" I proclaim this new Grand Lodge, by the name of ' The Most Worshipful, 
the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,' duly 
constituted." 

On motion of the R. W. Grand Senior Warden, seconded by 
R, W. Grand Junior Warden, it was unanimously' resolved: 

*' That the thanks of this Grand Lodge are due and hereby tendered to 
the M. W. Bro. the Honorable H. T Backus, for his fraternal kindness in 
consecrating this Grand I^odge, and instalHng the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, and tlie impressive manner in which that important cere- 
mony was performed. 

"The M. W. Grand Master then closed the Grand Lodge in AMPLE 
FORM with solemn prayer. 

The following address and statement to all jurisdictions was 
drafted and sent out after the adjournment of Grand Lodge: 

•ADDRESS 

" Of the Grand Lodge ot Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada. 

*' To the Most Worshipful, the Grand Master, the Right Worshipful the 
Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Officers and Brethren of the United 
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England: 

" We, the Grand Master. Deputy Grand Master, Officers and Brethren of 
the Grand Lodge of Ancient. Free and Accepted Masons of Canada, with 
sincere respect and fraternal regard, 

" Send Greeting: 

" The Freemasons of Canada, to the number of forty-one Lodges, having 
united in the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canada (as you have doubt- 
less already have been informed), we feel it our first duty to lay before you, 
as the parent to whom the majority of our members owe their Masonic ex- 
istence, a full explanation of the circumstances which dictated, and the course 
we pursued in taking a step, which, while it determines the rule of the Grand 
Lodge of England over us. as Lodges, we confidently believe will not sever, 
and we earnestly trust will not weaken that holy bond of brotherhood so long 
existing between us. as Masons. 

" In oflfering these explanations, we feel assured, by the purity of the 
motives by which we were actuated, and the justness of our cause, that we 
shall not ask from you in vain, that generous and truly Masonic consideration, 
which has ever distinguished the Grand Lodge of England. 

" The absence in this Province of that progress in our Masonic art which 
has invariably attended the existence of duly constituted Lodges in every 
other country, has long been a source of unfeigned sorrow to all zealous 
Canadian Freemasons, who obserxed with deep regret that the advancement 
of the Order was by no nieanv commensurate with the rapid improvement 
which marked every other hrancli of the social and political economy of this 
noble Province. 

" The principal influences which retarded the progress of Masonry in 
Canada cannot be better described than by the following extracts from a cir- 
cular on the subject, issued by the Lodge of Strict Observance, No. 883, E.R., 
of the city of Hamilton, in the month of September last 

" Adverting to the alleged jjrievances suffered by the Craft it is there stated: 
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The first and most important is the diversity of interests and the want 
of harmony in action and in working, resulting from the growth in the Pro- 
vince of lodges hailing from the Grand Lodges of different countries, thus 
perpetuating the local and national feelings and prejudices, and conflicting 
interests, and consequent estrangement of affection, amongst the brethren of 
an Order that knows no country and is confined to no race. 

'* ' The second is the manifest injustice of lodges in this Province being 
required, out of their limited means, to contribute to the accumulated funds 
of the Grand Lodge of England, in addition to having to support a Provincial 
Grand Lodge, and especially as the great proportion of claims for Masonic 
ass* •'f sin c^ that are daily and hourly occurring in this Province, are made by 
brethren emigrating from the mother country, whilst instance* of Masons 
leaving this for England, in a position to require such relief, are rare, if they 
ever occur at all. The Grand Lodge of England thus doubly tax the frater- 
nity here by transferring to these shores numberless claimants for Masonic 
benevolence, at the same time that they are receiving from us a portion of 
our means of affording that assistance. 

The third is the inconvenience arising from the lengthened periods 
that must elapse, in consequence of the distance between us and the Grand 
Lodge of England, before we can receive replies to our communications, 
sanction to our proceedings, warrants, certificates of membership, &c., even 
in cases of emergency, and instances have often occurred of brethren being 
deprived of the privileges of the Craft by leaving for foreii?n countries before the 
arrival of their certificates, for which, it must be borne in mind, they had paid 
previously to their initiation. This disadvantage is unavoidable even were 
the correspondence and remittances of our lodges promptly acknowledged 
and complied with, but which, unhappily, is far from beir.g the case, important 
con«municati<)ns having frequently remained without reply for months, and in 
some cases for years, greatly to the inconvenience of the fraternity here, and 
notwithstanding that complaints of such neglect have been repeatedly re- 
presented to the Grand Lod^e of England thron^jh the regular channel of 
communication, and also by resolutions of the Provincial Grand Lodge through 
the Grand Registrar of England, they have as yet received no attentu>n nor 
redress, a ncRlcct highly discourteous towards the Masons of (\inada. and 
seriously injurious to the general interests of the Craft. 

" * The last, hut, in our estimation, by no means the least of the al'es^'d 
grievances, is the appointment of our Provincial Grand Master by the Grand 
Master' of England, which virtually leaves the appointment in the hands of 
the Masons in England — who. at a distance of nearly 4.000 miles, may reas'^n- 
ably be expected to be practically ignorant of the social position and reqnirc- 
ments of the Craft in Canada — and inasmuch as the Provincial Grand OlVicers 
are nominated by the Provincial Grand Master, the etViciency or inefliciency 
of the administration of our affairs depends entirely upon the ehtriMe '>r 
ineligible selection of a Provincial Grand Master made for us by the ("Jrand 
Master of England — and this selection is made without reference to the opin- 
ions of the fraternity in Canada, as to the Masonic zeal or interest in the Craft. 
attainments and general qualifications of the nominee, although they w«mld 
naturally be the best informed on the subject and most deeply interested in 
the result. 

" ' The Provincial Grand Lodge, thus constituted, is placed in the equivocal 
position of being irresponsible to and independent of the Craft in Canada, 
whilst experience has shown that body to be unable to secure from the (irand 
Lodge of England the attention and respect due to their position as a Pro- 
vincial Gr^and Lodge.' 

*' The' sentiments contained in the foregoing extracts were participated in 
by the whole of the Masonic fraternity, with scarcely an individual exception: 
nor were such feelings and convictions of recent formation, the necessity of 
forming a Canadian Grand Lodge having for many years occupied the serious 
consideration of the brethren; but hailing as they did from different Grand 
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I^odges and distributed as they were over a Province extending in length 
i,6oo miles, and in breadth averaging over 220 miles, being three times as 
large as Great Britain and Ireland — the means of communication, too, being 
very imperfect — they had but few opportunities of meeting together and much 
time, therefore, elapsed before any action was taken in the matter. 

" The first important step occurred at a meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Upper Canada, held in October, A.L. 5852, when, after expressing 
the highest respect and esteem for their parent Grand Lodge of England, a 
resolution was unanimously passed, to the effect that it is absolutdy necessary 
for the welfare of Masonry in the Province, that au independent 'Grand Lodge 
should be established, having full power to control the working and operations 
of the Craft in this quarter of the globe, and that all funds accruing from the 
same should be retained by the said Grand Lodge, to meet the urgent necessi- 
ties of the Craft in the Province. 

"In May, A.L. 5853, the same Grand Body (the Provincial Grand Lodge) 
adopted and forwarded a petition to the Grand Lodge of England, which, after 
briefly narrating the Masonic history of Western Canada, from the year 5792. 
and stating that the advancement of Masonry had been of a less cheering 
nature than the progress of Canada in population, intelligence and wealth, 
had warranted them in anticipating, and that their funds were drained by the 
constant demands from indigent brethren, emigrants from Great Britain and 
Ireland, until they were unable to carry out the great charitable objects of the 
institution, prayed that they mi^ht be allowed to retain all fees arising from 
the working of the Craft, and also that the various Lodges under their jurisdic- 
tion might be permitted to elect their own Provincial Grand Master, at the 
same time expressing the belief that if the prayer of their petition were granted, 
and the Grand Lodge of England would exert its influence to induce the other 
Grand Lodges of Great Britain not to issue any more warrants to Lodges in 
Canada, that ere long the whole Craft in the Province would be united in one 
harmoniou.«5 body. 

*' These pctitirns and resolutions having elicited no reply from the Grand 
Lodge of England, resolutions were passed at subsequent meetings of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodtje, directing that application be made to the Grand Lodge 
of England, first through the Grand Secretary — the regular channel of com- 
munication — and afterwards through the Grand Registrar, respectfully calling 
attention to the petitions, and begging that they might be favored with 
consideration and some reply. These applications appear to have been alike 
unavailing in procuring from the Grand Lodge of England any consideration 
of the claims of the Masons of Canada, for at a meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge on the 19th July last, it was officially announced that no reply 
had been received from' the Grand Lodge of England to any of these com- 
munications. 

" Finding that the interests of the Craft in the Province were suffering 
with increased severity from the cause of which they had complained — feeling 
deeply the uncourteous neglect the petitions and correspondence of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge had experienced from the Officers of the Grand I^dge 
of England — and believing the Provincial Grand Lodge to be incapable of 
obtaining from the Grand Lodge those concessions which the position of 
the Craft rendered indispensable — a very large majority of the members of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge were desirous of calling a meeting of all the 
Canadian Lodges for the purpose of deciding on and adopting the correct 
constitutional course for securing that relief which the circumstanccN of their 
case demanded. 

" Several resolutions having that object in view were proposed, but the 
Right Worshipful Deputy Provincial Grand Master (presiding) ruled thera 
out of order, and refused to submit them to the meeting, adjourning the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge until the ne.xt day. 

"In consequence of the refusal of the Deputv Provincial Grand Master to 
take the opinion of the Lodge on any of the resolutions proposed, a numerous 



HISTORV OF FREEMASONRV IN CANADA. 733 

meeting of members o( the Provincial Grand Lodge, including several Provincial 
Grand Officers, was held after the adjournment of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
and after considering the unsatisfactory position and prospects of the Craft, 
and despairing of ever obtaining redress of their grievances through the in- 
tervention of the Provincial Grand Lodge, a resolution was unanimously 
passed, calling a meeting of delegates from all Canadian Lodges to be held in 
the city of Hamilton, on the loth of October, to consider the expediency ot 
establishing a Grand Lodge of Canada. 

" In conformity with that resolution, and in pursuance of a summons 
issued to all the Lodges in Canada, the representatives of forty-one Lodges, 
hailing from the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, assembled 
at the Masonic Hall in the city of Hamilton, on the loth of October, A.L. 

5855- « . . , 

"Very Worshipful brother, the Rev. F. J. Lundy, D.C.L. Provmcial 

Grand Chaplain of Upper Canada, and Worshipful Master of the Union Lodge. 
Grimsby, No. 494, E.R . was called upon to officiate as Chaplain during the 
session of the Convention. 

" The Convention having been inaugurated by solemn prayer, 
" Very W orsliipful brother C. Magill, Past Junior Grand Warden of Upper 
Canada, and Worshipful Master of the Barton Lodge, Hamilton, No. 733. 
E.R., and Mayor of the city, was called upon to preside, and 

" Very Worshipful brother T. B. Harris, Past Master of St. John's Lodge. 
Hamilton, N<>. 2U. I.R-. was requested to act as secretary. 

"On the rcconiincndation of a committee appointed for the purpose, the 
ruies and resuhitinn*^ for conducting public business, contained in the hook of 
constitution oi the Grand Lodge of England were, mutatis mutandi. unanimously 
adopted for the government of the Convention. 

"The object for which the Convention was called was introduced with 
explanatory observations by the chairman, who invited the brethren pre<;ont 
to express their virus on the subject before the meeting freely and at length 
"The Convention was addressed by many of the brethren, and the »«vvcrnl 
points of alligcd ^.Ticvances were very fully considered and discussed 

" In the course of the debate it was urged that, however willing the Grand 
Lodge of England might be to concede all the points embraced in the peti- 
tions of the Provincial Grand Lodge, the serious inconvenience arising from 
the distance (near 4.000 miles) between Great Britain and this Province, could 
not thus be avoided, whilst the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canada, in 
addition to remedying that inconvenience, would unite as one family the 
fraternity of th«* Province, identify the interests and assimilate the working o) 
the various lodtio^, at present belonging to three distinct jurisdictions, and 
estabhsh hannonx thronghont the Cratt 

** It was turthtT agreed that liaving a Grand Lodge in the Province would 
afford the lodc<s a convenience of communication, which would greatly facili- 
tate the business of the Craft: that the amount of dues that would be saved by 
having but one Grand Lodge to support would materially increase their benevo- 
lent resources: and that a Grand Lodge with orticers annually electi\e bv the 
Masons of Canada, would secure due attention to the interests of the fraternity 
and elevate Freemasonry in Canada to a position of prosperity, influence, and 
utility, under any other circumstances, far beyond its capabilities. 

" It was al<o urged, that amongst the numerous and intelligent body of 
M arsons in the Proxince. the re«|uisite talent and devotion to the welfare of 
the Craft may at all time< be fr»und. to conduct an erTjcient administration of 
Freemasonry in Catiada. and that th<* necessities of the fraternity require that 
they should .i^^^unu* a position td self government 

"The feeling of the Convention being manifestly so strongly in favor of 
the estaldishnunt «»f a«« in<lependent Grand Lodge, a committee, composed 01 
those brethren whose MaN«»nic ktunvledge and general ability had distinguished 
them as the be^t <)ualified i«»r the faithlul and etVicient performance of so im- 
portant a dut>. was appointed to investigate all available Masonic authnriti^s 
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for precedents applicable to the peculiar- jcircumstanccs of thfc case. The result 
of their researches was a recommendation for the immediate formation of a 
Grand Lodge of Canada. This recommendation, with the full and explana- 
tory report of the committee, having received from the brethren that calm 
and grave consideration, which the serious importance of the subject demanded, 
it was felt that, however painful it might be to them thus to sever the link 
which had so long bound them to their parent Grand Lodges, they felt that 
they owed a still higher duty to Freemasonry, whose best interests were at 
stake, and whose prosperous existence in the Province imperatively required 
that immediate separation. 

" It was thereon solemnly resolved: 

" * That in order to apply a remedy to these evils, to form perfect fraternal 
union and harmony, establish order, ensure tranquillity, provide for and pro- 
mote the general welfare of the Craft, and secure to the fraternity of Canada 
all the blessings of Masonic privileges; it is expedient, right and our bounden 
duty to form a Grand Lodge of Canada.' 

It was then on motion unanimously resolved: 

That the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada 
be and is hereby formed upon the ancient charges and constitutions ol 
Masonry.* 

" A committee was then appointed to prepare rules and regulations for the 
government of the Grand Lodge of Canada: and a temporary code having 
been submitted and approved, the Grand Lodge proceeded to the, election of a 
Grand Master and Grand Officers. V. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, Past Grand 
Senior Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada and W. M. 
of Norfolk Lodge. Simcoe, C.W., No. 500, R.E., was elected Grand Master; 
snd V. W. Bro. A. Bernard. Past Grand Junior Deacon of thr Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Montreal and William Henry, Lower Canada, and W. M. of 
St. George's Lodge, Montreal, C.E., No. 643, R.E., was elected Deputy Grand 
Master, and brethren of adcnowledged Masonic ability were elected and ap- 
pointed Grand Officers. 

" Committees were then appointed to conduct the general business of the 
Grand Lodge, and the Convention was adjourned with solemn prayer, its 
deliberations having occupied three days. 

" The requisite arrangements having previously been made, on the 2nd of 
November, the Grand Lodge was duly consecrated, and the Grand Master- 
elect regularly installed, in due and ancient form, by the Most Worshipful, the 
Honorable H. T. Backus. P.G.M. of the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge 
of the state of Michigan, assisted by other brethren of eminence and distinc- 
tion in the Craft. 

*' The Grand Lodge of Canada was thus regularly formed and inaugurated 
in the name of the Great Architect of the Universe, in conformity with the 
custom which has prevailed in the establishment of Grand Lodges, and we 
confidently believe that the circumstances which called it into existence were 
as much stronger, as the number of lodges by whom it was formed was greater 
than had ever before combined for the creation of a new Grand Lodge. From 
the time when the four lodges of London renounced their allegiance to the 
Grand Lodge of York, and formed themselves into an independent Grand 
Lodge, up to the present time, the greatest number of lodges on record ever 
associated to erect a new Grand Lodge was seventeen, whilst forty-one lodges, 
and holding warrants too from three different jurisdictions, were harmoniously 
united in the establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

" We have now stated as briefly as their importance would admit the 
whole of the circumstances connected with the formation of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, and wc submit them with all due respect to your august body, to 
whom we have always looked up as the fountain of Masonic knowledge, and 
the brightest example of virtue, dignity and benevolence, and from whom the 
great majority of us claim, and will ever proudly boast, our descent. 
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" Having been entrusted with the sacred duty of directing the aflfairs of 
the Craft in this Province, and of representing them and advocating their 
interests throughout the universe; and having solemnly undertaken that charge, 
and to disseminate the grand F^rinciplcs of our ancient and honourable Order, 
and promote to the utmost extent of our ability the general prosperity of 
the fraternity, it is our earnest desire and intention to follow and maintain, 
pure and unsullied, the ancient landmarks, laws and traditions of the Craft as 
we received them from your hands. 

'* Engaged in one common cause — the good of our fellow men, by pro- 
moting the interest of our time-honored institution, and it being our first wish 
and highest ambition to establish and perpetuate a sincere and intimate alliance 
with the Grand Lodge of England, we extend to you, in the name of our 
divine art, the right hand of brotherhood, and confidently claim from you a 
reciprocation of our fraternal regard. 

(L.S.) " Signed on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 

" Wm. Mercer Wilson. G M 

" Thos. Bird Harris, G. Sec. 

"Hamilton. C,W., loth Nov., A.L. 5855" 

This was the manner in which the Grand Lodge of Canada came 
into existence. Without ostentation, and yet with a firm resolve to 
use all lawful and regular means to sustain their position, the newly- 
born Grand Lodge only asked for the recognition due to men who 
were clearly within their rights, when they occupied territory which 
was tramping ground for jurisdictions that laid it under tribute for 
the support of charities and governing organizations in which Can- 
ada had but a sentimental interest. 



CHAPTER CVII 

The Twenty-first Semi-annual Communication of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, Toronto, 
October, 1855. — The Withdrawal of Norfolk Lodge, 

No. 500, SiMCOE. 

The call for an independent Grand Lodge had been effective. 
The Irish lodges in the Province, together with some of those holding 
allegiance to the Provincial Grand Lodge, had on the loth October, 
1855, met in Convention at Hamilton and organized a governing body 
under the title of The Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The proceedings of this Convention have been treated in another 
chapter, but it is appropriate to mention the Convention in this con- 
nection, as its doings were the subject of discussion at the half-yearly 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The organization met at Toronto on the 23rd October, 1855, and 
the formation of the new Grand Lodge was brought up through the 
reception of a letter from the Grand Master of New York, who wrote 
that some of his Grand and Past Grand officers had been asked to 
instal the officers of the newly-formed Grand Lodge, and that such 
reijuest had by his instruction been refused. This communication was 
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followed by a letter from Norfolk lodge, No. 500, Simcoe, of which 
V. W. Bro. W. Mercer Wilson was W. M., withdrawing its allegiance 
from the Provincial Grand Lodge. The letter had been anticipated 
from the fact that V. W. Bro. Wilson was the Grand Master of the 
newly-formed Grand Lodge. The action of Norfolk lodge was or- 
dered to be transmitted to England, and the several lodges in the 
jurisdiction were warned not to admit members of Norfolk or any 
other lodge that might take similar action. 

The brethren of the Provincial Grand Lodge failing to anticipate 
the inevitable, again sought by resolution to get an answer from Eng- 
land, but no notice was paid to their requests. The mother Grand 
Lodge by its characteristic neglect repelled the loyalty of those who 
revered it and thus paved the way for complete and final separation. 

The officers for the ensuing Masonic year were elected and the 
Provincial Grand Lodge adjourned. The minutes read as follows : 

At a half-yearly meeting, holden at Toronto on Tuesday, the 23rd day of 
October, 1855. 

present: 

R, W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, on the Throne 

W. Br. John Harding, as Grand Senior Warden. 

V. W. Br. Geo. W. Whitehead, Grand Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Frederick W. Barron, Grand Treasurer. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, Grand Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, Grand Secretary. 

Br. Thomas C. Prosser, as Grand Senior Deacon. , 

Br. A. G. Smyth, as Grand Junior Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, Grand Superintendent of Works. 

Br. W. R. Harris, as Grand Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Thomas J. Burrell, Br. E. R. O'Brien, W. Br. W. M. Janncson 
Grand Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, Grand Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of private lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 8 o'clock, p.m. 

The By-Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodgi* 
holden at London, on Thursday the loth, and Friday the nth days of May 
and of an especial meeting held at the Clifton House, Niagara Falls, on Thur? 
day and Friday, the 19th and 20th days of July last, were read and confirine<i 

The Grand Treasurer read to the Grand Lodge an account of his receipts 
and disbursements during the past year, which account, having been duly 
audited and found correct, was, on motion, duly received and adopted. 

On motion, it was Resolved — "That the Board of General Purposes be 
requested to enforce, at once, the payment of arrears due to this Grand Lod^c 
by the several lodges in default." 

Other pages contain the account of the establishment of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, but so much as appertain? in connecti(»n 
with that body and its organization cannot be omitted here, for the 
subject of the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada came up for 
the first time in form before the Provincial Grand Lodge under Eng- 
land. 

The Grand Lodge of New York, as a jurisdiction, had always 
been friendly with Canada West. R. W. Bro. Tisdall was a popular 
and well known representative and his friendships in Canada were 
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Stronger than is usual, from the fact that he had many personal friends 
in the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada had been formed on the loth Oc* 
tober, 1855. The officers had to be installed and M. W. Bro. Randall, 
as P. G. M. of New York, was asked to instal. The brother hesitated 
and asked the advice of Bro. W. £. Evans, of Buffalo, the Depu^ 
Grand Master. He in turn asked the advice of M. W. Bro. Joseph 
D. Evans, the Grand Master of the State, and the result was cor- 
respondence and a decided opinion. Bro. Tisdall was at the meeting 
of the Provincial body, and the report states that the 

representative of this Grand Lodge in the Grand Lodge of the Sute of 
New York, at the request of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, read to the 
Grand Lodge a letter from the M. W. Br. Joseph D. Evans, Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, to R. W. Br. Ellicott Evans, D. D. 
Grand Master, residing in Buffalo, in reply to an application made by certain 
Masons in Canada (who had formed a convention at Hamilton, on the loth 
instant, for the purpose of forming an independent Grand Lodge for Canada,) 
for assistance from certain Grand or Past Grand Officers in said State of New 
York, in installing the officers of said Canadian Grand Lodge, of which letter 
the following is a true copy: 

Office of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 

the Sute of New York. 

New York, October 17, 1855. 

Dear Brother: Your esteemed favour of the 15th inst. is just to hand, 
submitting the inquiry whether it would be proper for the Most Wor. Bro. 
Randall to instal the Grand Officers of the newly-formed Grand Lodge of 
Canada, which has been organized without the consent of their supreme head, 
ibe Grand Lodge of Hngland, and submitting whether there would not be 
utility in promptly extending to them the hand of encouraj^cnient. and a full 
recognition of their Grand Lodge as a legitimate organi7nti'»n This is not 
your language, but embraces your ideas, as I understand them. 

I have telegraphed M. W. Bro. Randall that it would be improper for him 
to do so; certainly so, if by the act our Grand Lodge will be either directly 
or indirectly identified as a party to this contemplated movement of oni Cana- 
dian brethren, of violently severing their connection with the author of their 
Masonic existence, and that, too, without the express consent of their own 
Provincial Grand Lodge. 

I have not yet seen our official brethren who are in the city, and may not 
do so in time to give you their views — with this— on the subject, b'.it will do 
so the first opportunity that offers. 

The subject involves too grave and important a principle for us hastily to 
consider and determine it, otherwise than to withhold our participation in the 
proposed organization. Our Grand Lodge, above all others, should not for a 
moment countenance rebellion — or, if you prefer a modirud phrase, a severance 
by violence from a Grand Lodge to which they arc bound by the most solemn 
obligation*- We are appealing year after year 10 onr sifter Gran.'. I odj^cs to 
assist us in putting down rebellion in our own jurisdiction To t)ii« end we 
have virtually appealed to the Grand Lodge of Kngland for it«; C'^untenancr 
and supp»^rt in maintaining us in our lawful position against '* hereyy and 
schism;" and now, under these circumstances, even if there was no vital princi- 
ple involved, for us to give encouragement to rebellion in her jurisdiction 
would be the very height of ingratitude, and would display a most unenviable 
disposition, in the total want of moral principle. 

We, however, concur fully that the separation would be attended with th» 
most favourable advantages to them in every particular, both as lodges and as 
•47a 
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individuals, and that they should have a separate and distinct organization — a 
Grand Lodge of their own, independent of a Grand Lodge located in a foreign 
land, which, from its inaccessibility, cannot afford readily the facilities neces- 
sary for a healthful existence in its subordinates. 

Entertaining these views, we would most cheerfully — were it not too late — 
proffer our services as mediator, to the full power of our influence and per- 
suasions, that the desire of our Canadian brethren be gratified in this particular, 
but beyond this intercession we cannot go. 

Inasmuch as the Grand Lodges of Ireland and Scotland have given their 
consent to their subordinates in Canada to institute a Grand Lodge, independent 
of them, we will most readily render to them every assistance in our power 
in giving them a place among the independent Grand Lodges of America. 
We can greet such with our most hearty congratulations, and receive them 
with open arms to our warmest sympathies and brotherly affections. 

I sincerely hope our estimable and beloved brethren of Canada, under the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of England, will not persist in their present 
course, and that they will never tire in their endeavours to obtain the consent 
of their Mother Grand Lodge to their independence, until they have exhausted 
fully and completely the means they possess of accomplishing the end. The 
foregoing is written, predicated upon the present conditions of affairs; circum- 
stances may assume a different phase by June next, but, until they do so. it 
will be very impolite for us to hazard an adventure so unpropitious and baneful 
in its tendencies. 

Yours fraternally, 

And with the highest regard, 

Joseph D. Evans. 

Grand Master. 
Rt. W. Ellicott Evans, 

D. D. G. Master, Buffalo. 

Since writing the foregoing, our Grand Secretary has been in my office. 
and wishes me to say that he concurs fully and entirely with me. — J. D. E. 

On motion, it was resolved : 

" That the cordial thanks ot this Provincial Grand Lodge be given !»» 
M. W. Br. Evans, Grand Master of the State of New York, for the admir- 
able and truly Masonic letter which he wrote on being applied to counten- 
ance the movement to form an independent Grand Lodge in Canada." 

" All's well that ends well " was a saying that might have been 
adapted for the Craft situation in Canada \\'est in 1855. 

Norfolk lodge, at Simcoe. was the first to communicate with the 
Provincial body in severing its allegiance. The minutes state that: 

The Grand Secretary having read a letter from the Secretary of the Nor- 
folk Lodge, No. 500, under their seal, conveying the information that the ^aid 
lodge had thrown off its allegianct* to the Grand Lodge of England, it wav 
on motion, Resolved — " That the Provincial (irand Socrotary do commnnuau- 
the same to the Grand Lodge of England, tovrcther with any «>tlicr informal 1011 
on the subject he may be able to forward." 

The next move (;f the Provincial l)od\ was on a par with all f<»r- 
mer action. Had the Craft rulers of 184S-SS not been bhnded with 
the infatuation that the\ couUl not c\i>t without the direotini; care 
and guidance of a ^lovernin*^ Grand Lc^d^e, the Provincial body wnnld 
have been in independent form the sovcrcii^n body in Canada \\"r»«ii 
but the spirit of procrastination liad <iet in. The moinhers \\ore con- 
tent to sit down, write and adopt rc.-ohttionj;. talk of indcpi'iidonro in 
Craft work and adjotmi initil the next niectin.c:. So when Norfolk 
lodge withdrew, the Provincial body had another of it.< ro<ol»u-.Mi^ 
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put on record, as if a book full of resolves could stay the wave for in- 
dependence which had set in and was certain" to sweep away every 
obstacle in its course. 

On motion, it was Resolved — *' That the Norfolk Lodge having ofticially 
notified, under their seal, this Provincial Grand Lodge that the said body had 
thrown off its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, the P. G. Master 
he respectfully requested to notify the lodges remaining true to their allegiance 
that they are not to admit to visit them any member of the said Norfolk Lodge, 
nor of any other lodge which may adopt the same course, until the P. Grand 
Master has received instructions from the Grand Lodge of Lngtand how to 
act/' 

Then came the stereotyped resolutions praying England for 
action, a prayer full of earnestness and love for the mother Grand 
Lodge, but one which was unanswered at that tinio. just as the peti- 
tions of 1800-21-18^0-44 had not been acknowk(lL;-.*d. 

It was Resolved — '* That the Grand Lodge of England be earnestly requested 
to entertain without loss of time the. petition of this Grand Lodge forwarded 
to the Grand Secretary so long back as Dcvenibcr, 185.;. a> x\\i< Ciraiid Lodge 
cannot but feel that the vital interests <»f Masonry in Cana<!a aie now at stake, 
and that W. Br. Townsend be furnished uiih a copy 01 such iTroceedings of 
the Grand Lodge as will assist him in the object u*r which he was appointed 
its agent." 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by by-law Utv tl)c election oi Trcasufcr and 
the appointment of other Grand Ofticcrs;- whereiip<»n. on motion, it was 

Resolved — "That W. Br. \V. M. Jami(<on he elected to the ottkc of Grand 
Treasurer for the ensuing ^L^sonic year." 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master wa** ilu-n pleased to appoint the following 
brethren as Grand OHiccrs tor the enfuinij Masonic year, all i*i whom, to- 
gether with the Grand Trea«;uror. were duly installed in person, or by proxy, 
and proclaimed according to ancient i<»rm - 

V. W. Br. Geo. Whitehead. M. Kmu S-'lonion's Lodire. No 3S. Wood- 
stock. G. S. Warden. 

V. W'. Br. Fred'k W. Barron. P. M St .Xndiew's Lo.lge. No i. Toronto. 
Cx. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. Septimus; Rani'-ey. T.«nic Ludue. No 18, Tor(»m«». G 
Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchdl. V M LmiIc I.^Um-. No iS. T.^onto. G 
Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis KichartUMH. V. M I..nic Loil^r. No. 18. 'L.ronto. G 
Secretary. 

W. Br. John Harding. M St G<'ori:e's Lodge. No ,;r. 1 "iidon. G. Senior 
Deacon. 

W. Br. William Graham. M. Western Light Lotl.^c. N'» 7. iV-Iton. G 
Junior Deacon. 

Br. F. W. Cumberland. Si \!n!ic\\'«i LchU'o. No i. T«»I'«m:«' C? Svpt 
Works. 

W. Br. W. H. Wcller. M St Jm'im**: L.mI^v. N- ;. Ci-.n-c. <~. i>ir 

Ceremonies. 

Br. R. D. McI). Clnte, T W. Trent L-.-Uc. No. ;j Tr. :it>::. .\«;?'st..nt do 

Br. Jules Hecht. St. .\ndrew*<; I.oilijr. No 1. Ti»r. »r' . <'f ()n?.t*M-.t 

Br. Thomas Forsyth. S W. Viciona Lod»!t', N«» 4;. Tort S..ri* . G 

Pursuivant. 

Br. G C Ward S W Ontario Lodee. Nc» 2t> P. .it Hopr G <M.,r.' 

Bearer. 
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Br. F. V. Carey. S. W. Union Lodge No. 6, Napanee; Br. W. R. Harris, 
St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto; Br. Robt. J. Grier, J. W. Ionic Lodge. 
No. 1 8. Toronto; Br. A. G. Smyth, S. W. St. George's Lodge, No. 37, London; 
Br. Joseph Figg, S. W. Corinthian Lodge, No. 45, Stanley's Mills; Br. Patrick 
Wilson, S. W, Belleville Lodge, No. 4, Belleville, G. Stewards. 

Br. David Alderdice, St Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto, G. Tyler. 

The Grand Secretary read to the Grand Lodge the report of a committer 
of the St Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto, in relation to certain charges pre- 
ferred against Louis Marks, for unmasonic conduct; also a copy of the charges 
preferred against the said Louis Marks; when, on motion, it was 

Resolved — " That this Grand Lodge, having heard the charges preferred 
against Louis Marks by the St Andrew's Lodge, consider the same fully sus> 
tained, and respectfully recommend that the Provincial Grand Master be pleased 
to expel the said Louis Marks from all the benefits of Masonry." 

Years have passed since the events recorded in this chapter took 
place. Two only, W. Bros. Harding, of Stratford, and W. R. Harris 
of Toronto, who took part in this meeting, are alive at this writing. To 
this day even these brethren, allied as they were with the active work 
of the Provincial body, admit that apparently an entire misconception 
existed as to the strength of the dormant forces behind the newly- 
formed Grand Lodge. Thcv think it possible that, if the officers of the 
Provincial body had not been so wedded to their idols, the opportunity 
might there and then have been seized and much of acrimony in word 
and act avoided. The fates, however, ruled otherwise, and the events 
in fast succession chronicled show that there were master hands at 
the helms of both Craft ships, men who were not to be swerved from 
their course bv the air currents of a mere sentiment, but were 
willing to take chances and drift until favorable winds might bring 
them together at the right time into the right harbor. 



CHAPTER CVIII. 

The Twenty-second Semi-.annu.\l Communication of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, Toronto, May, 
1856. — The Report of the Grand Secretary on "the 
NEW Masonic Body." 

The entire Craft constituency was in a state of vexation and doubt 
in the early part of the year 1856. The Grand Lodge of Canada had 
been formed as a sovereitjn body. It was rapidly j^aining strength. 
Its affiliates displayed unwonted energy in securing the affiliation of 
the lodges of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, so that 
the outlook was not at all promising for those who were content to 
sit under the banner of a Grand Lodge which, at the best, was a 
subordinate body to a mother Grand Lodge, who cared so little for 
its prayers and petitions that from December. 1845, until September, 
1855, no attention was paid to its behests. 
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The half-yearly comnuniication of the Provincial (irand Lodge 
was held at Toronto in the new temple on Toronto street, on the 21st 
May, 1856. 

There were present: 

R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridoiit, D. G. Master, in the Chiir 

V. W. Bro. GcoFRC W. Whitehead. G S. Warden. 

W. Bro. Samuel S. Finden, as G. J. Warden 

V. W. Bro. The Rev. Septimus Ramsey. G. Chapl.iin. 

V. W. Bro. Wm. M. Jamieson. (i. Treasurer 

V. W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell. (i. ReKistrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. John Harding, G. S. Deacon. 

W. Bro. William Graham, G. J. Deacon. 

W. Bro. Wm. H. Weller. G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Bro. G. C Ward, G. Sword Bearer 

Bro. Julius Hecht, G. Organist. 

W. Bro. Levi Bigelow. as G. Pursuivant. 

Bros. W. R. Harris. Jos. Figg. R. H. Grier. Stewards. 

Bro. David Alderdice, G. Tyler. 

There was also a fair representation of the snl)<)r(linate lodges. 

The first order of business after the nicctinj^ opened was an 
announcement that seven more lodges had deserted the standard of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge, viz: Prince Edward, Xo. 8. at Picton: 
No. 9, at Brockville; No. 11, Barton, at Hamilton; No. 12, Union, at 
Grimsby; No. 15. St. George's, at St. Catharines; N\». J2. .strict < )b- 
servancc, at Hamilton, and No. 51, Acacia, at Hamilton. This notifi- 
cation was keenly felt and the loss especially of r»arton and (irim«»hv 
lodges, as two of the early C raft organizations, was much commented 
upon. The despair of the Provincial body was e\em|>liried in another 
resolution for transmission to F.ngland. The iricmluT^hip had ap- 
parently not grasped the idea that nothing could be obtained from the 
mother Grand Lodge. 

The followinj^ rooort, pr(*])arod and issued from tlu- l'rt)viriMal 
Grand Secretary's office on Mav 8lh. 1856. was read and adopted in 
Grand Lodge. The report read as follows: 

" It having been brou^lit iiiulcr tlu* notice oi tins Provincial Gtand I.im1c«- 
that for <;cveral months past \arit>u^ Grand I.nd^o«» in the I'niled States and 
elsewhere had been applicil to f<>r recoj^niiiini by a now Ma^oinc lnuly. Nt>hni; 
itself the (irand Lod^e oi Canada, and this Provincial Grand Lodne being 
induced to beheve from tlie sentiments expres«:c'd in rehilion to this schi^inatK* 
movement, by our American brethren in their nnMun»n«: Masonic publico 
tions. that they could n(U be in possession of the tine i.irtN of tlie cast • 

"Therefore, it was nnanimonsly resolved at a lialt \«aii\ nicetinij held ai 
Toronto, on Wednesday, the 2isi instant. 'That tlu- (ii.i«<l Secretary bo 
directed. muUr the snf>cr\ isicni of the Ho.inl <»f (icmr.il PnrpuNrs, t<» pnblish, 
for the inforinatitui of the Ma^ojiic I-'r.»tt i inty .it larce. .» ^i.ts «ncnt o! tl'c facts 
connected with the leccnt nioNcmcni «»i in^^ulMMduuitton on iIm pait ♦»! cirtain 
T.odRfs in this Province, under the luiisdiclmn <»f tlie (it. mil 1 odpe ot l'.n>5- 
land. the said l.ndces, or certain membeis there«»f. h.nintr. m o'-der to pain 
recojjnition fr«im the various (ir.iiul I.otlucs with which this (^rand I.*»dv:<" 
has lonji been in friendly connminicatitni. made use <»f *»iai< ments which .ire 
not borne out by the facts ilu-so bcinv: to ilic prcindice ol .i very larvrc port- »n 
of the fr.itmnty wlio have. ai»<l who d«> ^I'll rrn'.iin tnie t'» iIm-jt ni«»ti'<i <'j' .•>•• 
I.o<lpf 
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• In furtherance of this object, they (the self-styled Grand Lodge of 
Canada) state that at the Convention held at Hamilton on the lOth of October 
last, there were 41 lodges represented, and that the action taken at that meeting 
was unanimous, with one exception, whereas, of the 41 Lodges there repre- 
sented, 15 were from the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, 10 from Canada 
East, acting under warrants from England, 1 from Quebec, under the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, and 15 under warrants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
The number of Lodges belonging to this Provincial Grand Lodge at the time 
the Convention met was 50. since which time only 7 have given official infor- 
mation of their aftiliation with the new body; so that at the present time there 
are 43 of the original number still true to their allegiance, to which may be 
added 3 new Lodges, under dispensation, making the present number 46. Of 
the 40 Lodges who. as stated in their published report, voted with the body, 
there were delegates from two belonging to this Grand Lodge — the mover 
and seconder of an amendment to the original motion respecting the forma- 
tion of an independent Grand Lodge made at the said Convention — who did 
not vote in its favor; and this Grand Lodge has since ascertained that in '^ 
Kreat many instances the delegates who voted in favor of the movement (and 
by one a direct fraud was practised), on returning to their Lodges were not 
sustained in the action they had taken; so that it may (leaving the Irish lodges 
out of the question) be fairly assumed that not more than half of those Lodges. 
hailing from the Grand Lodge of England, and represented at the Conven- 
tion, do in reality belong to the new body. By this statement it will be at once 
seen that a very great majority of the Canadian Masons remain true to their 
allegiance. The alleged cause which immediately led to the formation of the 
new body was the refusal of the R. \V. D. Grand Master, at a Special Meeting 
of this P. Grand Lodge, held at the Clitton House, Niagara Falls, on the 19th 
of July last, to submit a motion from the chair, which, if carried, would have 
led to immediate and open rebellion on the part of the Canadian Craft to their 
mother Grand Lodges. He, in common with nearly the whole of the Lodges 
under his control, determined to remain true to their allegiance, but at the 
»ame time to employ every legitimate means for obtaining from the mother 
Grand Lodge those further privileges and immunities which this Grand Lodge 
had some two years previously asked for. This was the unanimous feeling ol 
the P. Grand Lodge at an adjourned meeting on the following morning, when 
the disaffected brethren were not present; and in furtherance of this object, il 
was moved by Br. W. M. Wilson (the Master of the new Grand Lodge) 'That 
Br. R. H. Townsend be appointed the Special Agent of this Grand Lodge, and 
re<iuest to use his best endeavors to obtain an answer to the Petition of this 
Grand Lodge, and that he be invested with full power to act in the matter.* 

" About a month prior to the half-yearly communication of the Grand 
Lodge held in Toronto, on the 23rd of October following, a summons lor said 
meeting was issued, which informed the Craft that Br. Townsend, our Special 
Agent, had brought the subitct matter of our grievances before the Board ol 
General Purposes of the Grand Lodge of England, and that matters were in 
a fair way towards a satisfactory result, begging us to wait patiently a short 
time longer, and assuring us that we should have all our requirements granted 
to us. This summon«i was sent to all the Lodges under this jurisdiction; but 
the recusant Lodjxes beiiip unwilling to wait longer, at the Convention at 
Hamilton on the loth of October, assisted in the formation of the new body. 
whuh at the meeting of this P. Grand Lodge, held on the 23rd October, was 
declared illegal, and all masonic intercourse was by an unanimous vote strictly 
forbidden. Thus matters remained until the meeting of the P. Grand Lodge 
on the 2!st iu'^tant, when further information was received from Br. Townsend, 
to the effect that he had suocet*^od in briiipin^ up the siibjoct <if our complaints 
before the Grand Lodjjo «>! En^'Lind. ;nul that the Craft throughout England 
ucrc fairly arou*'<'d to (uir po»;iiion. and fully alive to the tUNtness of our de- 
Mian<l«i. a^ will be scon bv the followini; notice of niotion to be made at the 
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next Quarterly Meeting of the Grand Lodge of England, to be holden ^n the 
first Wednesday in June: — 

*' * That, in the opinion ol this Grand Lodge, it is expedient that the Prov, 
G. L. of Canada West should enjoy all the immunities and privileges of an 
independent Grand Lod^e, save and except, that it shall once in every three 
years submit the names of two or more Brethren to the M. W. the G. M. of 
England, who shall appoint one of them to be Prov. G. M.; and the Prov. 
G. M. so appointed shall exercise the same power's within his Province as arc 
exercised by the M. W. the G. M. in England. That it is further expedient 
that the same privileges be accorded to other foreign Prov. Grand Lodges on 
their petition; and the M. W. chc G. M. is hereby respectfully requested to 
carr>' this resolution into effect at as early a date as possible: ' and also, 'That 
the thanks oi the G. L. are due, and are hereby given, to those Canadian 
Lodges which have maintained their allegiance to the M. W. the G. M. and 
the G- L. o! England.' " 

'* From the above statement it will be evident that the disaffected portion 
01 the Masonic Eratornity in this Province is comparatively small, although 
nearly the entire Craft a^rce In the belief that an independent organization is 
essential to the proper and ct'tccmal working of the Craft in this Province: yet 
tl.is Grand Lrnlne is fully (Ictennined to obtain this position in a legitimate 
nianner. and luii by violence, as in the case of the Canada Grand Lodge, whose 
existence as a Masonic Body this Grand Lodge entirely repudiates." 

••TnKoxio. May S. iS^r " 

The ititcntioti tn i^ivc the Grand T.odj^e of Knp^land at London 
iiiforination that ucnild be of use in considering the Canadian sitita- 
tion \\a> of little value, hut the wisli to comnuinicate, f)erhaps for the 
la^t time, tlie true posiiimi of the Provincial (irand I-odt^e in Canada 
\\as the final atteui])t to hrit\n Knjxl«'ind to a sense of its duty to Can- 
ada It was. tluretoie. rtxilved lutaniiuously : 

That the B«>.jr<l «>( Grntral I*ntp<)se^ be instructed ti> comnninuair the 
true po^-itxin ol tins (ir.ind Lodj^e to the Grand Lodv;es <i| ICngland Ireland 
.ind Scotland, and all the Grand Lodges of the l'nite<l States, as re«.ir<|s the 
niONeincnt <»l the ^elt styled Cirand Lodge of Canada, stating the coirect num- 
er <»t lodviiv pieseni at the Convention in Hamilton in October last. ancV trom 
..hat Cjiand I o«1.4i"s they li.iiled: the number of Lo<lges holding \\'arr.»nts 
•inder the (ir.nv! Lodi;e oi England at the time of said movement; the miniber 
't Eod^'^'i ulnrh have seceded, and the number of new Lodges established 
since under tln<; iiirisdiction .Wsa. that copies of said cominunicati<ni be 
iurnished to all tlie Lodges holding Warrants under this jurisdiction" 

The ti;eud>ers of the Cirand Lodge of England had hoard of the 
tonuaiion of the <iiand Lodge of Canada, and at its ijuarterly nteeting 
• m the 5th .March. 1S36. iiro. Townsend broujjht before the < iraiul 
Lodi^e the secession of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
caused by neglect of repeated api)lications. He would ho much sur- 
j>ris(Ml if tlie (irau<l Lodi^e on reading a report of a sub-coiuinittec 
did not resolve tliat ver\ i:ross neglect and discourtesy bad boon shown 
TO the ( anadiau bretbrcti liro. Towtiseiid said that br had en- 
<K'av()rtd to grt a repl\ fr<Mu the ^L W. the drand Master, but in 
\;uu tin* onl\ i:««ticr the < i. M, bad ijivett was that be ba<i written 
!•• the < iraiul .Ma-^t^T of the (Jraud Lo<lge of Canada b'ast for iiu'oruta- 
tinii, and lu*. P-tn. Tow pseud. coid<i not bitt think that the bretbrrn 

•1' (atiacla ba<l been treated with ct>titetupt. lie moved that the report 

m' 'be sill) cnmnMtt<c be ]>riuted and circulated. 

1 he rejHirt Iia<l btirtl) stated that in .March of 1S53 the F^rovin- 
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cial Grand Lodge of Canada West wrote to England, complaining of 
delay in transmitting certificates. The letter was received in England 
in that year, but was not laid before the Grand Master of England 
until February, 1854. The complaint also alluded to the non-atten- 
tion to correspondence from Canada. The Committee had reported 
that any charges were under the control of the Grand Master of Eng- 
land solely. 

Bro. Beach seconded Bro. Townsend's motion, and in doing so 
he remarked that it required no eloquence to enforce their attention. 
There were manifest signs of an unhealthy state, and if the seeds of 
decay were allowed to spread, the fabric of many years would be 
speedily destroyed and other Provincial Grand Lodges would follow 
the example of Canada West. 

The W. M. of lodge. No. 214, Canada East, who was on the dais, 
said his Provincial Grand Lodge did not coincide with the brethren 
of Canada West and that the eastern lodges had maintained their 
allegiance. 

The motion was carried. 

Bro. Canon Portal then gave notice of his motion, a copy of which 
is embodied in this chapter in connection with the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. This motion declared that a Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge should have all the privileges of an independent 
Grand Lodge, except that every three years the names of brethren 
should be submitted to England for the position of Provincial Grand 
Master, and that the same privileges be accorded to other foreig^n 
Provincial Grand Lodges. 

This was evidence that the Canadian Craft had some friends at 
the mother Grand Lodge, a fact demonstrated at the Provincial Lodge 
meeting, when 

" The Grand Secretary read to the Grand Lodge from the April number of 
the * Freemasons* Magazine ' and ' Masonic Mirror,' published in London, 
an account of the proceedings of the M. W. the Grand Lodge of England at a 
Quarterly Meeting, held on Wednesday the 5th day of March last." 

This account contained a notice of motion that was of grave im- 
port for Canada, for it proposed to give complete independence, with 
a reservation, however, that would have still kept the fraternity under 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, as contributors to the 
mother Grand Lodge at London. 

The question, as Bro. Francis Richardson said in 180S, was thor- 
oughly discussed, and the proposed legislation was endorsed with a 
modification that, however, still left the Provincial body a subordinate 
of England. It was resolved unanimously: 

** That this G. L. has seen with satisfaction a notice in the April number 
of the London ' Freemasons' Magazine,' signifying the intention of Bro. the 
Rev. George R. Portal, P. S. G. W. for Oxon, to introduce at the next Q. C. 
of the G. L. of England, a motion to the following effect: 

" ' That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge it is expedient that the Prov. 
G. L. of Canada West should enjoy all the immunities and privileges of an 
independent Grand Lodge, save and except, that it shall oner in every three 
years submit the names of two or more Brethren to the M. \V. the G. M. of 
England, who shall appoint one of them to be Prov. G. M.: and the Prov. 
G. M. so appointed shall exercise the same powers within hi<; Province as arc 
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exercised by the M. W. the G. M. in England. That it is further expedient 
that the same privileges be accorded to other Foreign Provincial Grand Lodges, 
on their Petition; and the M. W.. the G. M., is hereby respectfully requested 
to carry this resolution into effect at as early a period as possible; and also. 
That the thanks of this G. L. are due and are hereby given to those Canadian 
Lodges which have maintained their allegiance to the M. W. the G. M. and 
the G. L. of England/ 

"That this Grand Lodge heartily approved of the principle contained in the 
said intended motion, and would respectfully, but strongly, urge its adoption 
by the G. L. of England, satisfied as they are that wide-spread dissatisfaction, 
resulting in disastrous consequences to the peace and prosperity of tlic frater- 
nity in Canada, will follow, should immediate action on their just complaints 
be longer delayed: that this G. L. would suggest that the said Resolution be 
modified so as to provide that the election of the G. M. be made by this G. L. 
with this proviso — that if disallowed by the G. L. of England within six montlis 
after it shall have taken place, it shall be void, but otherwise have full force 
and effect." 

" Resolved unanimously — That the foregoing Resolution be transnnitcd Ijv 
the G. S. to the G. L. of England, and that copies be forwarded by him to 
each of the G. Officers of the G. L. of England, and to Bro., the Kcv Cr \< 
Portal, with a request that they will be pleased to support the same .it 'lie 
next Session of the G. L. of England, after its receipt *' 

This closed the work of this communication, and the turn of events 
and the work ol the (irand Lodge of Canada were watched with anxi^tx 
by the lodges still loyal to the mother Grand Lodge at London. 

The officers of the Grand Lodge of Kngland. indifferent as tliey 
had been to the appeals of the Canadian Craft, saw that the links 
binding the district lodges in the colonies of Great r*ritain must either 
be severed or strengthened. It was a inattrr of rcasonai»lc tl«»uliv 
even with those who were opposed to the Canadian connniioti. a^ !•• 
whether the brethren of the great colony across the son had not nirirc 
than ample ground for the stand they had taken. 

The Grand Lodge, at its quarterly meeting in March, had ap- 
pointed a committee to consider the formation of a jioard that would 
adjudicate on matters connected with lodges in the lolonioN. so that 
similar difficulties which had arisen in coimection with Canada nuLji't 
not again occur. This committee sent in a report to the drand >erie 
tary at the quarterly meeting of Grand Lodije at London in Jui.e. Iv.t 
it was not read at that meeting, althoujL^li us eonionis uerv l.iiov\ii 
It read as follows: 

"The report ot the special committee appnifited at the Orraricrlv ('..i 1 
municatioTi. in March. ' U) itKiiiire into the e\pcdiciu-y oi' tornnn^ a l>«».u<i *•» 
wlu in all matters .iiid correspondence relati\e tt» l.od>;r«i in the c«il««nuv e 
referred ior adituhcation and decision 

"The ctunnuttee report then o()inion a< t«»ll<»\\N: 
I-ir<t--rhat It i.s e\pe<licni that a hoard he foiiuod. to l>e c.t It«i " T!'e 
C<»l«Hn.il H<».'ir<l.* to con*»ist t»i ten menihci*; <»i Ciraiul I.oili^e. t"i\e •►! u '•.•'•> 
shall he a iiiioriiin 

!^cc<»»j<lly — t h.it llir >anl hoaid shall, alter the hr^t itjvt.nicr. !.< r. 'm- 
nated and elected at the same time, and in the same m.itnier. a> the 11. m;-' «•: 
General Pnipo<;e*.. whuh the exception*; lieremaJter sjx'CJtKd 

"ThntIK — Dial, when pi.icticahle. three of the above hoaul shal' he IV. ♦ 
Master*^ of Colonial Lo»lK:e*». members of Grand l.od^ic. 

" I'Murihly — '1 h.it the saul hoard shall have «5innlar p«»\\tr«; n<; retjariU !''r 
col<MiM*i. to those at present exerciscil hy the H<'aTd of (itncal riupt^v, ^ 
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" Fifthly. — That the constitution of this board shall be as follows: Seven 
members shall be elected by Grand Lodge, the three colonial members shall 
he nominated by the Grand Master, who shall also appoint the chairman and 
vice-chairman from the board so constituted. 

" Sixthly. — That the board so constituted shall meet on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 3 p.m. 

*' Seventhly. — That it shall be the special duty of the Grand Secretary to 
submit to the board all communications whatever received from the colonies 
at its first meeting after their receipt. 

" Eighthly. — It appearing to this committee important that no unnecessary 
delay should occur in carrying out the above suggestions herein made, it :s 
recommended that the members of this committee perform the functions <>i 
the proposed board until the permanent board is appointed in June, 1857. 

"(Signed) W. Burlton. Clinirnuui. 
" May 14th, 1856. " P. Prov. G. .M. ior Bengal." 

At this quarterly meeting a statement was made In the M. W. 
the Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland, that he deemed " of some 
importance" to Grand Lodge. His statement directly related to the 
notice of motion of Bro. Portal, which provided for independence of 
all colonial lodges, except in so far that ** every three years " the 
names of two or more brethren be submitted to the (irand Lodge of 
England, one of whom should be appointed ProvincialGrand Master 
by the mother Grand Lodge. 

The statement made by the M. W. the Grand .Master was an 
endeavor to excuse himself for neglect in attending lo the Canadian 
petition on the ground that it was addressed to the (nand Master 
and not to Grand Lodge. He forgot to state that he iiad also neglected 
to favor the Canadians with an acknowledgment of their conununica- 
tion, merely saying that he had not deemed " it necessary to answer 
the petition." 

This statement, when read in Canada, whs severely criticised and 
added fuel to the Hame of discontent. It roused the ire of old and 
faithful adherents of the Provincial Grand Lodge, who. while loyal to 
England, were not born to live in Masonic serfdom. The debate came 
up at the quarterly meeting in London on 4th June, 1856, on the 
cjuestion of ** Masonry in the Canadas." As a matter ''or record the 
proceedings are important and are therefore given verbatim. 

Extract from Published Minutes of Quarterly Communication of (irand Lod;;e 
of England, 4th June, 1856. 

" The M. W. Grand Master said he had a communication to make to the 
Grand Lodge which he feared would occupy some time: hut he trusted they 
would lend him their attention, and he would be as brief as possible .\monp: 
other business for the evening he saw a Notice of Motion by Broihcr Portal 
for granting privileges to the Grand Lod^e of Canada West: as he imagined 
that Motion must be founded upon a Petition which had been ]>rcsentcd \*» 
the Grand Master from Canada West, although he was not aware of the nature 
of the Motion about to be brought forward, he thought it probable it 
might be intended to grant a great part of the prayci ot that Petition It 
perhaps might not be right to anticipate what the Motu»n was, but he could 
conceive it to be a Motion which he should be compelled to refuse putting; 
from the Chair. For this reason he wished to explain to the Grand Lodge the 
nature of the Petition which had reached him, the view he had taken of that 
Petition, and the course he meant to pursue relatixc to it A Petiti<»n ha<l 
been sent to the Grand Master and which he How hold ni h\> hand, and lu 
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Mould bcR them to observe that that Petition was addressed, not to the Grand 
l.odge, but to the Grand Master; he, therefore, conceived it to be a Petition 
with which the Grand Lodge had nothing to do, nor did he think it necessary 
to read the prayer: he should however, read a part of it, and a part of it only, 
in order to explain the view he took of the subject. It was this:—* ^^ur 
Petitioners submit that the Constitutions of the United Grand Lodge of iinij- 
land, so far as they relate to the District Grand Lodges in Colonies, should 
be altered so as to allow the Lodges in Canada West, in Provincial Grand 
Lodge assembled, annually to elect their Provincial Grand Master to control 
the working and operations of the Craft, and through their Provincial Grand 
Master to prant not only Warrants to Private Lodges, but it necessary, to form 
County or Provincial Grand Lodges in this Province: the United Grand Lodge 
<»f England still retaining and exercising a superior and governing power and 
jurisdiction over the Craft in this Province.' What that governing power and 
inrisdiction would be, should the former part of the prayer of the Petition be 
granted, he was at a loss to imagine. This Petition was sent by the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, not by the Provincial Grand Ma-^ter of Canada- 
pretty plain evidence that the Provincial Grand Master wIkiIIv disapproved of 
it He conceived that the Deputy Provincial Grand Master had no right to 
petition the Grand Master, or to call the Lodge he held for such a purpose a 
Provincial Grand Lodge; the proper source was the Provnu-i.il («rand Master, 
and he felt that he (the Earl of Zetland), as Grand M;5sr<r ot Env-land. w;is 
perfectly justified in ignoring that Petition They askrd thai the Constitntions 
<»! the Grand Lodge should be altered so as to permit llu* Proviiuial (iranr! 
Lodge of Canada West to elect their Grand Master. Dul they think that the 
Grand Master of England would propose such a incasnrt' t<i tlu* (irand Lodgr. 
so to alter the constitution of Free Masonry He wav imt s»tr]»risrd that tlu- 
Provincial Grand Master would have nothing to d<i with it It w.is so pro- 
posterous that he did not feel he could send an answer that cniild be nvpcrtiul 
to that body, even if he could have regarded it as emananxc I'roni the (iratui 
I ridge of Canada. He. therefore, had not sent anv a«»»«\vrr to that Petit n n 
He would not be the person to come down to tlie (iran<l l.«»d^;c to ask them 
to alter the Constitutions of Free Masonry in ihi> Counifv or to pass .i I.tw 
which should derogate from the prerogative oi tlu* (ii.nul Master, or the «lu- 
nity of the Grand Lodge. He did not act from anv piuU- <»i trehnv; of his 
own; but he considered he was bound, by Ins ol)li^.itinii as (irand Master, tn 
hand down the Office he held to his successor without anv drtraction from the 
lirerogative of the Office, and it was his firm dcternnnatmn so to do: and if 
the Grand Lodge should differ from him on tliat point, lu- sliould leave that 
Chair to his successor unimpaired and nnfettere<l Ho was intoniu'd that \*>\m: 
before this Petiticm, which was dated the 2j\m\ Scptembfr. iS^v was srm. a 
meeting of the Provincial Gratid Lodge of Cana»la West hail been held. nauuK. 
in October, 1852. at which a Resohition was passed tliat it was deemed neoes 
sary to form an independent Grand Lodge in Canada West N<i\\ the Pit- 
tion that was sent eleven months afterwards did n«»t hint at the KesohuhMi 
wliich had been come to before, so that tliev \\<nild be Ie<l ]»\ ih's Petition i«» 
beheve that that was the first attempt tf> moot the »|nesij.»n. I»nt o lof.:; lMii»r«' 
'October. 1852. such a Re.solntion had been pas-«d Hi.\\<\er. tin* I\»p«.m 
.- Ihided to was correct, for there was a Petition now l>ei« 1. t'.» tir.itul I o.j ^. 
'\hich mentioned the very Resolution whuli h.nl bem jusn*,! in Oefber, iS;.* 
He had that Petition now before him. and he nuist m.iki a u w lem.oks e.;*.!. 
It (the Grand Master then read the Petiti<»n> H< beuuM j| have to sa\ tli .1 
t'ne other Petition had not been addresse<l to ilie tii.md I *>*\.:k' of |'n'.:'.oi.! 
bft to the Grand Master. He shouhl like to know 1k>\\ thi- ImmU i»i PeK <.: iK - 
had been appointed, how they were chosen, and how the> 00 1!.! !»:nil the I .i.li:e> 
It a majority of the Lodges do not cotunr: a^o«»id'.n;.' to !!»e'r own v|n»um-^ 
tliis bodv of Masons formed themsehis mio a bo.!\ .it P-I»..Ht- t'«..-rn " 
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did not say by whom, and passed a Resolution forming themselves into an 
independent Grand Lodge. It might fairly be presumed that the Lodges were 
not unanimous. He had reasons to know that they were not. If they were 
not unanimous, then the remaining members of the Lodges had a right lo 
the Warrants of their lodges. But supposing the Members of any of the Lodges 
were unanimous what would then be the consequence if they withdrew their 
allegiance from the parent body, why, that the Warrant must be returned to 
the Grand Lodge of England. An assembly of individual Members could not 
form an independent Grand Lodge, that was perfectly clear. The Petition 
stated that no reply to another Petition had been received. The only one that 
had reached the Grand Secretary was one with which the Grand Secretary had 
nothing to do. If it should be proposed by the worthy Brother that all the 
demands of the Prayer of the Petition should be complied with, he, the Grand 
Master, must say that he would not put such a Motion from the Chair, because 
he conceived that it could not come before the Grand Lodge. In the fir>t 
instance it would be necessary to overset and alter the laws and constitutions 
of the Grand Lodge of England; if those were altered, then it might be pos- 
sible to entertain such a Motion. He was anxious that the Grand Lodge 
should be informed as to his opinion and the steps he intended to take. 

** Bro. Portal wished to understand whether the Grand Master would refuse 
to put his Motion, the terms of which, he was informed by the Grand Secre- 
tary, had been communicated to his Lordship. 

** The Grand Master having read the Motion aloud, stated that he had no 
hesitation in saying that he would not put that Motion from the Chair. 

" Bro. Portal thought it would have been more courteous if the Grand 
Master had informed him of his intention earlier. 

"The Grand Master observed that he had not considered himself at all 
bound to state to Bro. Portal what course he should take, nor till very lately 
had he made up his mind what course he should pursue; very important 
information had lately conic to his knowledge, and he did not consider the 
Grand Master in any way bound to any Brother who thought proper to give 
Notice of Motion %vithout consulting him, to give any intimation of his opinion 
thereon. The proper place to give his decision was from his place in tlie 
Chair. Within the last few days a communication had reached him which he 
would read; it was from the Provincial Grand Master of Montreal, dated the 
i8th May, 1856, (the Grand Master read the communication, which referred 
to a previous one in November. If a communication had been made in No- 
vember last it had been mislaid, and had never come to his knowledge: a 
duplicate of that letter had, however, since been received, (letter, dated 12th 
November, 1855, was then read). Now he thought that was a confirmation, 
if any had been wanting, of the reports which had previously reached him. of 
the difference of opinion existing in Canada, and of the large number of Ma- 
sons who desired to adhere to the Grand Lodge of England in contradistinc- 
tion to the rebellious brethren (hear), he would repeat the term rebellious 
brethren, who would throw off their allegiance from the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land and form themselves without authority into an independent body. Tf 
they wished not to be rebellious let them return their Warrant^. l>ut whiht they 
acted, and worked, and initiated Masons under the Warrant of the Grand Lod^e 
of England, was it not rebellious to say they throw otT their allegiance to tl)e 
Parent Lodge. He wished to do every justice to the Canadian Lodgo<;, an<i 
that their claims, as well as tliose of all Colonial Ltxlges. "^hould l>e fairly .niui 
fully considered, but it was not his intention to be coerced by a section •>: 
Canadian Brethren into taking a hasty or ill-advised course lie was ful'> 
determined to take their j^rievances into consiileratii)n, and. in order to do 
that, he should call in the advice of some of his Brethren Tic would take 
this opportunity of statinio: that a Petition had been brought to him that 
morning from New South Wales, by the Deputy Provinnal Cnand Ma*:ter. 
with whom he had had a long interview, and fully explained to l;ini hi*" mow 
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of the state of the Lodges ia Australia, and he believed the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master had left him perfectly satisfied. Tlie Provincial Grand Lodges 
of Australia, Canada, and. the Colonies should iiavc his best consideration, and 
he trusted to be able before a very long period, but not hastily, to lay before 
the Grand Lodge a plan which he hoped would be satisfactory to all those 
Grand Lodges, and which would get rid ui complaints. He thought it better 
at present not to pledge himself, or to hint at the plan, but he trusted he would 
be able to submit a scheme which would remedy the inconveniences, without 
in any way interfering with the rights of the Grand Master, and without mak- 
ing any fundamental alteration in the Laws of the Constitution of the Order. 
The Lodges of India would, of course, form part of the scheme, although he 
had not received any complaint from that (luaricr, <mi the contrary, he be- 
lieved they were extremely well disposed to ilie Grand LodKe of England, 
and above all things, were adverse to separate themselves from their Parent 
Grand Lodge. He was well aware that he had spoken with some warmth, 
but if he had said anything offensive to any IJroihcr. he was extremely sorry 
lor It. 

" Bro. Portal expressed his satisfaction with what had fallen from the 
G. M., and gave notice of motion for next Grand Lo^l^e. expressing the deep 
regret of its members that so little attciiiion had l>t cii paid to the communi' 
cations from Canada in the G. See's Oltice, that thi > had been allowed to 
remain unanswered for a space of two years. 

" Bro. Havers denied the right of Hro. Portal i" v;ive notice of motion in 
Grand Lodge. It must be done at the I'nard ot M.i>iers 

"Bro. Portal stated the same course ha«l hren |»ujsu.«l t/u pu-vious occa- 
sions. 

" Bro. Dobie objected tt» the motion, ii 1)* ".1; a ceM-ure on ll»c G. M. 

"The M. \V. G. M. said that the noiHi- wi motion must be K'vcn at the 
Board of Masters, and he trusted it would he so vrutu. lor tlio re^-nluiion now 
proposed could only be regarded as a cenvuu «•;! ii ^ »"n<liK't as <» M.. and 
he hoped the Bretliren would know h*)\v to ir«at it 

"It being now past eleven, Grand I.-hIv:;.- atl;« iiiud. without even the 
reports from the Hoard ol I>ene\oltiiCt a;i<l i^i- i* ! .' I'tirjio^tx being br(>u>iht 
viider consideration." 

Meanwhile, the subject of Canada \\a> ni'.rr than an ordinary 
live issue aniont^ l*'ntjlisli Ma<«>M> I In- «jna:tt!.N mrctinj^ of <iiand 
Lodge was awailcd witli some an.\ict\ and n«»i a little curiosity, for 
the arbitrary action of the Grand Ma^Ur at llic la>t mcciing had cut 
to the quick the friends of Canada in the drand Lodi^c at London. 

Every point had been well laixcn an 1 can- had Iktii ev:eroi>cd 
that there niij^bt be no niiscarriat^o in the procediue. so v\hen at the 
quarterly communication of the i^jrcnul Lod^e of ini.:land. held 3rd 
>cpteniber, 1856, the Canadian tjue>tu»n came np tor discussion. 

The Rev. Bro. Portal a<;kcd "when wou'd ^e tlu pn.'xr tinn* u* present 
petition relative to the Provincial Oranvl I.'m]i:<- ..f Tum.'.i ** 

The acting Grand Master saul tlia! a co'-vmim; • tnon 't"Mi tie Kirl of 
/«'i]and. the Grand Master, would h.*\v p' or* ■!••»' < ••: (\tT\'{M'"^ e'-^e T'le 
• fiaiid Master wn? unable to he pn'^< m» .t,(| \\^., 1 .wc |'t .\j'>*-.! Gr .vd 
Master for Sumatra, being the tilde"^t 1' <i M ; '< > r* pTCvi.'« \ 

The conimunicat:-»u received w.i<: <:i^"r,l " /n\r<\ (] M " ar.d was as 
fallows: — 
I o the United Giand I ot\^t' of Free and Av*iep*«"<! N!.i-'»n«: 

'* Representations havini? been made t<» ir.e. hv 1 ■«••".>»• il and ''hrrwi^e, 

rom Lod^:e«5 and niethren in some M \>\v .•.'.•!:! . .s^ ti« the j:r. it incon- 

>''nicnce experienced l»v them owing to the ii^- »"■»•.'. i|. 'w :n o'.r.mi.i'.v: Grand 

' oritjc certihc.iti s. which occupies in ?«■:*■»• c.t<' * !.'■'»'* •r-'urli*^. w'^ile the 
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payments required amount to a considerable sum; and further, some thinking 
that the interests of the Craft in such colonies would be greatly promoted it 
power were given to them to nominate, at stated periods, their own Prov. 
Grand Masters, subject to the approval of the Grand Master: 

" The Grand Master has taken these several matters into his considera- 
tion, and, after the most mature deliberation, is of opinion that some reme- 
dies ought to be applied to meet the alleged inconveniences. It is, however, 
proper here to observe, that the Grand Master feels the force of the allegation 
that these difficulties are experienced by all Lodges in the British colonies 
and settlements, as wcH as in foreign parts; and he is therefore desirous that 
some regulations should be made to remove the difficulty, and to extend relicC 
to all distant Lodges. The Grand Master therefore recommends, and submits 
to the consideration and decision of Grand Lodge the following plan and 
suggestions for alterations to be made in the laws of Supreme Grand Lodge, 
as will embrace and effect the objects he proposes: — 

*' That the registration fee of every duly initiated Brother be 7s. 6d., which 
sum will entitle the Brother to a Grand Lodge certificate. The registration 
fee for Brethren joining one Lodge from another, to remain 2s. 6d., as at 
present, unless that Brother require a Grand Lo.dge certificate, in which case 
the fee will be 7s. 6d. 

" That each Lodge should make a return to Grand Lodge annually to- 
gether with the amount ot tho dues payable thereon, unless there be a Prov. 
Grand Master for the district, in which case the returns and payments shall 
be made to him, or to such person as he may direct, he being responsible for 
the remittance of the same to the Grand Lodge of London. 

" That the Prov. Grand Master shall distribute the Grand Lodge certifi- 
cates, which will be forwarded to him for the purpose in blank. They will be 
filled up in due form, and countersigned by the Prov. Grand Master and Prov, 
Grand Secretary, or in the event of the absence or illness of the Prov. Grand 
Master, by the Dep. Prov. Grand Master in his stead. 

" That the returns an'd payments shall be made to the Prov. Grand Master, 
or to some Brother duly appointed by him, on his behalf, and the Lodge so 
paying shall immediately transmit to the Grand Secretary in London, a dupli- 
cate of such returns, signed by the Worshipful Master, the Secretary, and the 
Treasurer of the Lodge, spccn'vnig when, and by whom, and to whom, the 
returns and payments were made, with the names of those to whom the Prov. 
Grand Master has issued Grand Lodge certificates. 

" And further, that the Prov. Grand Master shall, with all reasonable 
expedition, forward to the Grand Secretary all returns received from the 
several Lodges within his prt»vince or district, together with the amount of 
the dues, so that tlio Brethren may be duly registered, and the amounts placed 
to the account of the ditTcrent Lodges. 

'* That as. on account of the distance of many of the Prov. Grand Lodges 
from London, it is impossible that the Grand Lodge can be aware of their 
proceedings, and the Grand Master re<iuires that every third year an account 
shall be rendered to him. detailing their proceedings and transactions, with a 
view of determining whotlier the intere«;ts of the Cinft would be best promoted 
by the continuance in otVire of the iVov. Grand >Taster. should he be willing 
to do so, and the deri>iMn "»i the Cirand Ma<;tcr will he communicated to the 
Prov. Grand Ma«:ter. ilie Dep rr»>v. (iiand .Ma'^ier or the Prov. Grand Secre- 
tary. for the inlormatiMU «n i\w IVov (irand Lodge No new fees will bo 
required on these occasions. 

" By the<e nuans the (irand Master hopes that the good understanding 
so necessary to be preserved between the Prov. Grand Master and the Lodges 
under his jurisdiction, will lo pr«>m«.ted. and the unity of the Craft main- 
tained. 

** With the view of j.rM\ j.lini: lo: the event of the Prov Graml Master's 
death, the Grand Master will dt liver to eaeh Province surh a document as 



IJISTOkV OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 75I 

will empower the Dcp. Prov. Grand Master to preside and act for such a limited 
period as will pcrniit of a successor being appointed, or any other necessary 
steps being taken." 

The communication closed with a list of the clauses of the constitution 
which it was proposed to amend, so as to meet the suggestions of the Grand 
Master. 

The Grand Secretary then said: Before any proposition is made on thi^ 
subject, I may be permitted to comply with the Grand Master's wish, and just 
explain his views on some points. Some of the Prov. Grand Lodges wish to 
elect their own Prov. Grand Masters; Lord Zetland had already stated his views 
upon that subject, and informed us that he could not give his consent to ^uch 
an alteration of the laws; but so far as he understands the complaints, many oi 
them arc founded on the difficulty they have in Prov. Grand Lodges of ex- 
ercising any control; if the Prov. Grand Master chooses to be dominant, the 
Prov. Grand Lodge lias little opportunity, if any, of getting what they consider 
right done to them. The Grand Master therefore states that he will re(iuirc 
from all distant Prov. Grand Lodges, at least once every three years, or oftener 
if desired, a detailed account of their proceedings, and that he will also require 
from the Prov. Grand Master a detailed account of what he has done during 
the period. The object of the Grand Master is, that if the Prov. Grand Lodge 
have any grievances between themselves and the Prov. Grand Master, it should 
be competent for iheni to enter into the subject, and to record upon then 
minutes anything winch they consider ought to be communicated to thi- 
Grand Master, in order that he may e.xercisc the power he possesses oi re- 
moving a Prov. Grand Master, if it appears that it would be for the benefit ui 
the Craft for hnn to do so. But inasmuch as the Prov. Grand Master is sup- 
posed to be present at the Provincial Grand Lodge, either per«5onally or 1>> 
deputy, he would bo iDtonned of all their proceedings; and the Cirand Mastei 
required from him also a detailed account of all that he shall have done during 
the precetlmg period, .<o that he will have an opportunity 01 an«iwering an> 
observation made in the resolutions passed by the Prov. Grand I-odge; and the 
Grand Master thinks that that will be such a check, and will give such .iti 
absolute controlling power to the I*rov. Grand Master, so that they mig'ii 
come under his consideialion. and he reiiio\c the i*rov. Grand Mattel ii 
desirable. Within six months of the receipt of these reports, he will c«»ir.- 
municate his decision to the Prov. Grand Secretary, and take such steps .i> 
appear to be necessary, botli with respect to the Prov. Grand Master and the 
Prov. Grand Lodge. There are doubtless some who wish for the power oi 
electing their own Prov. Grand Master; and it would create great dissenvu»n 
and ill feeling in various parts of the globe to make the Prov. Grand Mastei •» 
elective. 

Bro. Col. Burlton, Past Prov. Grand Master of Bombay, here inteirupt-.l 
the Grand Secretary, and asked if there was any motion before the cha:r 
(Hear, hear.) 

Bro. the Farl ui Carnarvon said the coniinunication whioli had been read 
from the ^L \\ the Grand Master consi*;ied of two pails; tht <»no refeired t«' 
money matters, and the oiluT to the Prov. Grand Masters. He wishetl to ci.i 
the attention of Grand Lodv:e t<» one of the«ie questions, and to raise a discus, 
sion upon it. 

The Giand .M.ister. \n> lotnnninuMti'Mi <»i this kird 'i.-r.i the V#r iV. \ 
Master is pl.^cvd l»eiore tlie Giand Ltnli^t- .is .1 m.itter <M C'i'.ks^- ar.d tlie a^tt r- 
attons theiein piop<»<i-d to 1k' made will now he put as snl»«itanii\e mot!on<i 

Bro the Kev (1 K Portal said, that what the I'arl **\ l,ini.ir\'»n \\ar.t'*ii 
to know w.i<. whfthet (^rand Lodire would lnvr an opp.utiinitv ot i'\prrs<ini; 
an opinion ti)"»n tlhit portion ni tlu* (iiand M.ixicis eninnv.p.'*' I'h-n u'r.' h 
wa<i not III' rit I t«> in ilie re'5<diiii<>ns .i'mhi* t«i 'u- ^n^tmited 

The tiruH M-i"-!*-! \ ani «njly hnr t" •»Mttt»l tl.c tird«T ••! v>>ni p' 1- 
recdlriifs '\\u (tj.ind Mi-tei has si.tti*! h'^ \.'v\s. .n; .e matter of c«»nrsf. t' ♦- 
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will be recorded as a portion of our proceedings. On that subject wc can 
have no discussion. I have had the honor now of belonging to this Grand 
Lodge thirty-five years, and till the last three years I have regularly attended. 
This has always been our rule. There has never been a discussion on the 
communication of the Grand Masters. 

Bro. White, the Grand Secretary, then proposed a series of resolutions, 
the subject of which was to give effect to the propositions by the M. W. the 
Grand Master, as set forth in the statement read. 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon said: I have listened with deep attention to 
the specific motion which has been formulated out of the communication of 
the M. W. the Grand Master. I shall be happy to vote for it, provided always 
that we have subsequently a vote taken upon the other part of it, which relates 
to the Prov. Grand Masters (Hear, hear.) I concur in what I will call the 
money clauses — ^all those which relate to alterations to be made in the Book 
of Constitutions; but I shall feel it my duty to lay before the Grand Lodge 
my serious objections to that part of the propositions which relates to the 
Prov. Grand Masters. L ask, therefore, if we shall take a second motion on 
the communication as a whole, as to whether or not it shall be entered on the 
minutes? 

The Grand Master: Any communication from the Grand Master most 
be recorded upon your minutes. That has always been the course hitherto 
pursued. 

The Rev. Bro. Portal called the attention of the chair to the fact that the 
Grand Master "recommended and submitted" his statement "to the con- 
sideration and decision of Grand Lodge." These were the Grand Master's 
own words. (Hear, hear, and applause.) Yet they were told by the repre- 
sentative of the Grand Master on the present occasion that they were not to 
be allowed to consider and decide. (Hear, hear.) 

The Grand Master: We are not discussing what shall be done with respect 
to the Prov. Grand Master question; that subject is not before us in the sub- 
stantive motion which has been put. 

The Earl* of Carnarvon: I am compelled then to raise the discussion in 
a manner in which I did not desire to do it, sooner than permit the subject to 
pass away unnoticed and without discussion. 

Col. Burlton here rose amidst loud cries of " Carnarvon, Carnarvon/* and 
said that a higher authority than the Grand Master, viz. the Grand Lodge itself, 
had appointed a committee for the express purpose of inquiring into the expedi« 
ency of forming a body to whom all letters and correspondence relative to colo* 
nial matters should be submitted for consideration. That committee assembled 
several times, and had made its reports, which should have been communicated 
to Grand Lodge in June last. Great discontent prevailed on the subject, and 
he thought that report ought certainly to be read before any resolution on the 
question was agreed to by Grand Lodge. (Hear, hear.) He wished the 
Brethren to recollect that the colonial Lodges were not so much dissatisfied 
with the 7s. 6d.. or even with the return they were called upon to make; what 
they were justly indignant about was, that they received no replies whatCYCT 
unnoticed for years and years. (Hear, hear, and cries of " Shame.") Some 
nnnoticed for years and years. (Hear, hear, and cries of " Shame.") Some 
had gone unnoticed for ten \c:irs to his knowledge. (" Shame, shame.") It 
was to remedy this state of things that the committee was appointed, and as 
they had gone carefully into the matter, it was right that their opinions should 
be heard. (Applause.) He concluded by an amendment to that effect. 

Bro. Bagshaw, Prov. Grand Master for Essex, seconded the motion. He 
was quite satisfied that the success of the Craft in the colonics depended upon 
the confirmation of the recommendation of that communication, and he there- 
fore seconded the amendment most cordially. 

Bro. Jennings said that what the M. W. the Grand Master communicated 
to them became matter of record. With his prerogative they could not in- 
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teitcre. That which was submitted as an alteration in the law was alone a tit 
subject for their discussion. All that the Grand Master promulgated as law 
ti.ey had a right to discuss, but that which he communicated as a simple state- 
K.ent of his views they had no right to discuss. 

Hro. the Hon. George C. Anderson, Prov. Grand Master for the Bahamas, 
said he lelt, for his part, that a debt of gratitude was due to the Grand Master 
for the attention he had paid to colonial matters, and he regretted therefore 
that such an amendment should have been made. He had no doubt that the 
report would show that their interests had been attended to. (" Oh, oh," and 
laughter.) At any rate he thought that such a report should not take the pre- 
cedence of the Grand Master. The proposition to give the Prov. Grand 
Master power of signing the certificates would be a great boon, as it some- 
times took twelve months to get them from Grand Lodge, and in the mean- 
while the Brethren initiated had left the colony, and often had gone no one 
knew whither. 

Bro. Bagshaw, Prov. Grand Master of Essex, said the committee referred 
to was composed largely of brethren who had had considerable colonial ex- 
perience in Canada and the West Indies; and while he had the highest respect 
(or the M. VV. the Grand Master, he felt that the committee so constituted 
and so appointed ought to be heard from before even a resolution from the 
M. \V. the Grand Master. That committee had the confidence of Grand 
Lodge, ati(J it had made suggestions of an important character, and no altera- 
tion in the laws of Freemasonry on the colonial question ought to be made 
without I heir opinion being first heard. (Hear, hear.) 

Bro. Col. Burlton said it was not the 7s. 6d., or the certificates, but the 
silent contempt with which colonial brethren were treated which had led to 
the dissatisfaction. Ten years ago in Bengal, when he was Prov. Grand Master 
there, he suspended a brother from his Masonic rights and privileges. The 
brother appealed against his decision, and he sent that appeal home ten years 
ago, and it had never been answered yet. (Loud cries of " Shame, shame,'* 
and other marks of disapprobation.) 

The feelings of the brethren were very much excited at these statements 
with respect to the inattention in the Grand Secretary's office, and when the 
amendment was put, after some further discussion, it was carried, amidst loud 
cheers, by an overwhelming majority. 

The Rev. Bro, Portal asked, if it were lawful for him to move that the 
report of the Colonial Committee be now read. 

The Grand Master: " Certainly not. Brother." 

The action of Bro. Portal, who was seconded in his cfTorts by 
the Earl of Carnarvon, as well as the words of Bro. Burlton, show 
that the majority of Grand Lodge did not agree with the system of 
business carried on by the Grand Lodge officials. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Grand Lodge of England held 
on October ist, 1856, after an elaborate discussion as to "whether 
Grand Lodge could adjourn " the colonial question came up again. 
The following is a verbatim report of the proceedings from the 
" Freemasons' Magazine," London, of November, 1856: 

Bro. Col. Burlton resumed the business at the point at which it left (»fT last 
Grand Ltnlpe He niDved that the Report of the Colonial Committee (read at 
last Grand Lodge, and ancn verbatim in the last number of the Freemasons' 
Magazine) he received. 

There was here a little elnillition of the excitement, which seemed to be 
but imperfectly allayed. 

The Rev Bro Lyall said that bef(»re the business proceeded they ouuhl 
to demand an explanation from the Grand Chaplain for his insultinjf conduct 
towards them (Bro Portal and his friends). He ought to be called upon to 
make an apolo^jy (Hear, hear, and renewed confusion.) 
48a 
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The Rev. Bro. Portal seconded Bro. Burlton's motion, and said: ** In 
seconding the adoption of this report, there is only one alteration which I 
should wish to see made. I don't think the board should be elected at the 
same time as the Board of General Purposes. (Hear, hear.) Instead of 

September, therefore, it would be better to say " ^ 

Grand Master: ** The Brother cannot second a resolution and move an 
amendment upon it at the same time." (Hear, hear.) 

Bro. Portal : " Well, then, I shall content myself with throwing out this 
as a suggestion, and if any brother moves it as an amendment, it will not be 
objected to. I am sorry that some of the brethren should have withdrawn 
from Grand Lodge, as if the acting Grand Master were not a proper represen- 
tative of the M. W. the Grand Master, when absent, which is often the case. 
(Hear, hear.) There is no use in denpng the fact, that the Canadian petition 
was for three years unattended to. (Hear, hear, and loud cries of " Shame, 
shame.") The Grand Lodge, as a whole, would suffer in case the Canadians 
should rebel, and that will certainly be the result unless something be done. 
(Hear, hear.) If you carry this proposition, such a case as that of our Cana- 
dian brethren can never occur again, as you will see what documents are sent 
from time to time, and will have opportunities for making motions thereon. 
Here we have the Canadian Lodges driven to rebellion. I maintain that the 
Grand Master, Grand Secretary, Grand Regfistrar, and whoever you like, are 
nothing more than our officers (hear), to carry on our business (hear), the 
business of Grand Lodge, and not their own business. (Hear, hear.) We 
have a right to know what that business is, as it interests us far more than it 
can interest them. We recommend that this business should pass through the 
hands of this committee, and then you will see whether it is managed or mis- 
managed." (Hear, hear.) 

Bro. Gole attempted to speak, but was received with impatient noises and 
interruption, and cries of ** Question, question." He would say a few wortis 
by way of introduction. (Cries of " We have had introduction enough," and 
laughter.) He wished to light the calumet of peace. (Hear, hear, and laugh- 
ter.) The brother appeared to be desirous of reopening the question as to the 
legality of the Lodge, but the Grand Lodge would not permit him. 

Bro. Percy Wells, after some discussion, rose to order, and invited the 
Grand Master and the brethren to come and see how he presided over 
his Lodge, which, he assured them, he did in a most efficient manner, com- 
bining temperance with hrmness. He invited the brethren to come and judge 
for themselves, amidst laughter and cheers. He asked, in conclusion, whether 
there was any motion before the Lodge, and if so, whether it was to be per- 
mitted to go on? 

The Grand Master said he did not know whether there was any motion 
before the Lodge: if there was, he had not heard it. (Laughter and cheers ) 
The motion was then carried. 

The question of the Canadian lodges again came up for discus- 
sit)n under the head of 

THE GRAND MASTER'S COMMUNICATION. 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon said: " Right Worshipful Sir, the motion 
which I have now to propose, follows, as a natural consequence, that which 
has preceded it. My motion is, to refer the communication of the M. W. ihe 
Grand Master to the Board which you have just appointed. (Hear, hear.) 
If the members of that Board are men of experience and judgment, as we 
believe them to be, the matter cannot be placed in better hands. Indeed, the 
brethren, really, have only two alternatives which they can adopt. You must 
either deal with this communication from the Grand Master now. in whatever 
way seems good to you, or refer it to that committee; but I believe, myself, 
that it would be far easier, far pleasanter to the Grand Loi!j;c. to avtiid the 
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unsatisfactory task of dealing with the communication now, by referring it to 
the Colonial Board which has just been appointed. In fact, I think, it would 
be best to do so under any circumstances. Let it be understood by the Grand 
Lodge that they are responsible for the issue of this letter; for the Grand 
Master, in language too emphatic to be misunderstood — in language which 
1 wish the Grand Lodge attentively to consider — has told us that he himself 
now submits his communications to us to ' consider and decide.' Therefore, 
up to this time, the Grand Master has managed the matter hinisclt; but, for 
the future, with you rests the responsibility. (Hear, hear.) It is cast entirely 
upon your shoulders (hear, hear), and I implore you not to arrive at any con- 
clusion of which your judgment does not fully approve. I don't like to go 
back into the past. (Hear, hear.) The references which have already been 
made have excited feelings which I have regretted to see displayed, feelings of 
a character anything but pleasant. I shall not recapitulate the stages by which 
wc have arrived at the present unhappy state of affairs; I have no wish to tros* 
pass on the time of the Grand Lodge, and I shall therefore shorten the matter 
as far as possible. In 1853. we find the first evidence of any discontent in Canada. 
The Canadian Lodges had a conference at Hamilton, at which they stated their 
grievances and complaints, in a petition which was forwarded to Kn^:Iand; it 
bewailed the want of harmony in the Canadian Lodges, the irrci;ulanty of 
communications between England and Canada, and last, but not least, 
the unsatisfactory position of the Prov. Grand Master. This, in fact, wa«j the 
principal complaint. They complained of the position of the Prov. (iraiul Mas- 
ter as part and parcel of the whole system of nomineeism, which they described 
as distasteful to them. They complained that he was holding an irresponsible 
position, and that they had neither a concurrent voice in the mana^enu-iit of 
the affairs, nor any check upon his proceedings. (Hear.) No notue what* 
ever was taken of this communication. They met again, and cnil)u(lnd their 
grievances in a set of resolutions. What became of those resolution^, 1 a»»k 
It is sufficient to say that there was no reply. (Cries of "Shame.") Now. 
brethren, can you wonder that as time flew in a manner little reckoiu<l of by 
us in England, it was counted by days and weeks in Canada? Years clapped — 
three years, three long years — and yet the Canadian communication was un- 
attended to, and even unacknowledged, and now, who can wonder that hope 
deferred produced its natural results? Do you wonder that sneh nei^leci 
ripened into bitter fruit the seeds of discontent which had been sown? < Loud 
cries of ** No.") Only look at the consequences. It has at last, with a pre- 
cipitancy which I cannot but deplore, that finding they could not obtain relief 
from England, some of the Canadian lodges seceded, and perhaps they will 
never be reunited to those under our jurisdiction. But there are others who 
have remained true and faithful to their allegiance. (Cheers.) I wisli. in«iecd, 
and strongly do I feel it, and I hope my appeal may be heard across the At- 
lantic, when I express my unfeigned respect and sympathy for those who. 
despite of the disappointments which they met with in England, despite ot all 
the glitter and temptation of a species of independency and false ambiti(»n. have 
been contented to remain true to themselves, true to us, and true to the ohlicra- 
tions of their Masonic allegiance. CLoud cheers.) There is a better way of 
thanking them than in mere words for their actions. It is rea*JonaMc to sup- 
pose that men who have shown such consistency and firmness will not be 
persons likely to insist upon claims which arc unjust and unroa«5onal)lc in their 
nature In 1853— I leave out minor matters for the present— they contended 
for the free and absolute right of electing their Pr0vinci.1l Grand Master. 
Now, I candidly admit, that on this point I could not concur with them. I 
think it would lead rather to alienation; but there arc many stops between 
taking no notice whatever of their complaints, and granting them everything 
they asked. (Hear) No notice whatever was taken of them till a few nionth« 
ago, when a member of the Grand Lodee. who had shown the greatest abi'i'x 
in these matters. I mean Bro. Portal (loud cheers), brought forward the <•:*» 
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ject by a motion in the Quarterly Communication, in which he proposed that 
the Canadian Lodges should elect two candidates for the Prov. Grand Master, 
and send them to the M. W. the Grand Master, in order that he might select 
one of them. The Canadian Lodges met and agreed to this in the following 
resolution: — 

" * That this Grand Lodge heartily approves of the principle contained in 
the said intended motion, and would respectfully, but strongly, urge its adop- 
tion by the Grand Lodge of England, satisfied as they are — (mark the words) — 
that wide-spread dissatisfaction, resulting in disastrous consequences to the 
peace and prosperity of the fraternity in Canada, will follow, should immedi- 
ate action on their just complaints be longer delayed; — that this Grand Lodgt 
would suggest that the said resolution be modified so as to provide that the 
election of the Grand Master can be made by this Grand Lodge, with this 
proviso — that if disallowed by the Grand Lodge of England within six months 
after it shall have taken place, it shall be void, but otherwise have full force 
and effect.' 

" Such is the language of the men who have played the temperate part 
which I have described. I ask you, brethren, is it the language of men waver- 
ing and uncertain in their opinions? I fear very much the results, should we 
come this evening to a wrong and unsatisfactory conclusion. I entertain the 
greatest apprehension as to the news which the next Canadian packet may 
bring us; it may be said, you have a communication from the Grand Master, 
who proposes that henceforth every third year the Provincial Grand Mastei 
should send in a report, and if that report, under the auspices of the Prov. 
Grand Master, should be unsatisfactory, that it should then be competent to 
the Grand Master to depose the Prov. Grand Master. But this proposal 
gives no new power to the Prov. Grand Master. He can at present send 
his reports, not every third year, but whenever he likes. It is alscj. at present, 
in the power of the Grand Master to depose the Prov. Grand Master when- 
ever he may think proper to do so. What improvement, thereiore. I ask, 
would be effected by the Grand Master's proposition? What further indepen- 
dence or self-government would it confer upon the Colonies? I answer none. 
(Loud applause.) The only leception which such a proposition could meet 
with in Canada would be scorn and irritation. (Hear, hear.) We have heard 
of men slumbering while an earthquake was raging around them. Four years 
ago there was a cloud significantly ominous, although, at the time, perhaps. 
not larger than a man's hand. One single temperate despatch would have 
prevented the coming tempest But no notice whatever was taken of it. Out 
officials went slumbering on from year to year. At length the storm arose 
which had been heralded by so many warnings; and the Canadian lodges burst 
forth into open secession. For one whole year these slumbers still continued, 
and no notice whatever was taken even of the secession. — no motion was 
brought forward; no change of policy or principles was announced, and when 
independent brethren made motions of a remedial character, they were stifled 
under the pretence that an ancient landmark of the Order was attempted to 
be obliterated. (Hear, hear.) A Grand Lodge was attempted to be coerced 
by an overbearing temper and domineer. (Loud cheers.) I have said too 
much perhaps. (No, no.) One word more on the broad principles which 1 
wish to see adopted in our colonial policy. It is the greatest mistake in the 
world to confound quantity with quality. Let us never suppose that extent of 
dominion is any real test of power. Extent of dominion is no test of real 
prosperity, unless accompanied by a living spirit, breathing from the inmost 
centre to the utmost extremity. (Loud cheers.) The great secret of govern* 
ment is. that the main body shall only attempt those duties which it is com- 
petent to perform. For instance, no man in this room is more deeply im- 
pressed than I am with the necessity of maintaining the due dependence and 
allegiance of the Canadian Lodges to the Grand Lodge of England. I wish 
to sec the Grand Lodge the fountain of appeal— the sole arbiter; and 1 wish to 
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sec all the allegiance due to the Grand Lodge preserved; but I would utterly 
surrender to the Prov. Grand Master all the minutiae of local business. 
(Hear, hear.) You will have to look longer for a body of men who will unite 
those qualities which will enable them to take a broad view of questions of 
policy necessary here at home, and to control the thousand and one details ol 
local administration. (Hear, hear.) What I mean to say is, maintain their 
allegiance, and leave the local business under their own control. Make them 
your friends, and do not seek to alienate them; attempt not to debase them 
into the condition of slaves. (Loud cheers.) There are two principles of 
government — compulsion and persuasion. Compulsion is idle for us to talk 
of, and it is irritating to them; persuasion is a legitimate weapon; it will not 
break in your grasp, because it is a well-tempered blade* on which is engraven 
the talismanic characters of ' Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.' (Loud 
cheers.) There is a third course which stares one like a phantom in the face. 
I protest against your standing with folded arms while the stately fabric falls 
to pieces. (Hear, hear.) Better have an indifferent policy than none at all. 
(Loud cheers). Better have any principles than be like the mastlcss vt's^^el 
before the storm — 

** Come it slow or come it fast. 

This is the fate must come at last." 

Make up your minds to it. Do not deceive yourselves Be not sati«;ficd with 
closing your eyes; look at the breakers that appear ahead, and seek not to 
e.<;cape your impending destiny by ignoring this dilViculty. for you can never 
shelve it. (Loud cheers.) The sands of your hour-glass are running low; 
the time for deliberation has pas'^ed away, and the time for action has fully 
come. There stands the forms of the good and of the evil genius of this great 
Order, as it were, upon our very thrc^ibold, with the emblems of ascending 
prosperity, and of hopeless irremediable decay. Both are offered to you. 
Which will you accept? It can only be done by fret .<.peaking and free dis- 
cussion. Let us do away for ever with that mistaken policy whirh would pre- 
vent us from discussing here those grrat and important topics which art 
nearest to our hearts, and which we so freely canvas< eUcwhcre (l.ond ap- 
plause.) I would say, it is unjust to us and to our Canadian brethren 
that there should be a reserve between us and our authorities: it is ruinous 
to the best intereMs of the Craft, and, if persisted in. will be fatal to the jjood 
imderstanding between those who sit upon the dais and those who are in the 
body of the hall. (Hear, hear) Therefore I move. Ki«ht WorNhipful Sir. 
that the communication of the M. W. Grand Ma<;ter be referred to ihe C«»lonial 
Board, to consider, and report upon at our quarterly meeting in December. 
I move, also, that the report be printed and distributed amonnsi the brethren 
at their entrance to the Grand Lod^e. and that the Grand Lodce mn-iders 
that no scheme will be satisfactory which tails to approve ot the Colonial 
brethren having a voice in the appointment of the Prov Grand Ma^-ter" (The 
noble Lord resumed his seat amidst loud applause.) 

Bro. H. G. Warren, PM , No. 202, seconded the motion and said that 
he thought they would not be acting in justice towarcN the committee which 
they had just appointe<l. if they di<i not refer this matter to them: if they re- 
fused to pass the present or some similar resolution, they would stultify all 
their previous proceeding's, and it was. therefore, with the greatest pleasure 
that he seconded the motion ( Lou<l cries of *' Divi<le. divide") 

The Chairman then put the motion, which was carried unanin^oMslv 

This discussion at the cjiiartcrly conuniinii atimi in SrptomlK-r of 
1856, had reachod Canada just prior to the incetinj^ <»f tlio Proxnioial 
Grand Lodi^o. To say that it roused fcolitii^s of indiL:ii.ttion i< to 
put it niildiv. The lirothrcn of tb<* Provincial (ir.md l.odi'C wt'rr up 
in arms, while those of the (irnnd Lodije of Cana»ia were i^lea^fd that 
thev were l»e\«^n<l the rearli »»f dictation h\ a ^tiperior bo«'v 
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CHAPTER CIX. 

The First Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, Hamilton, qth July, 1856. — ^The Numbering 
OF Lodges and the Formation of Districts. 

A year had not elapsed before the brethren of the recently formed 
Grand Lodge of Canada reaHzed that their governing body was some- 
thing more than a mere name, and that, as a sovereign body, they had 
assumed an importance in the Masonic world, not transient but per- 
manent. During the year the prospects of the new organization were 
canvassed. The rival body, under the obedience of the Grand Lodge 
of England, felt that its power had not been strengthened by the move. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada had at the outset prepared a state- 
ment of its case, which had been forwarded to the Grand Lodge of 
England. Other foreign jurisdictions were also notified and every 
legitimate means taken to inform and clarify the Craft mind on both 
continents of the action and intention of the newly-formed Canadian 
Grand Lodge. 

England, with an apathy at that period characteristic, failed e\en 
to acknowledge the receipt of the formal communication. The Grand 
Master of New York hurled thoughtless anathemas against the breth- 
ren who had dared to do as New York had done seventy-five years 
before in asserting; its independence, while the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West issued a circular, which could not have com- 
mended itself to brethren desirous of adhering closely to statements 
actually on record and stamped with the imprint of truth. 

No brother can justly appreciate the position occupied by the 
Grand Lodge in the early years of its career. No body of men ever 
deserved more kindly consideration at the hands of their brethren 
than those who manfully endeavored to free themselves from the 
triple bonds, which more than figuratively tightened as the efforts 
for freedom in Craft government were made. 

The first Annual Communication was held in the Masonic Hall 
at Hamilton on the 9th July, 1856, in the hall on the south-west comer 
of Main and Hughson streets, in which the Convention had met in 
1855. Thirty-three lodges were represented, of which twenty-four 
were regularly warranted and eleven were under dispensation, five of 
the former and five of the latter being represented by proxy. Includ- 
ing the Grand Master and the Grand Tyler, there were fifty-one re- 
presentatives present. Neither the Grand Master nor the Grand 
Tyler seems to have l)een taken into consideration by the Coniniittec 
on Credentials: 

As this was the first annual Coninmnication after reorganization, 
the names of those present and the Iodides represented are i*iven: 

GRAND OFFICERS. 

The Most Worshipful Bro. \V Mrr'-ek Wilson-. Grwd Master, 

ON THE Throne. 

R. W. Bro. A. Bernard. Deputy Grand Master. 

R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens. D. D. G M . Western DiMrict 

R. W. Bro W. B. Simpson. D. D. G M.. Centra! District. 
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V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, as Grand Senior Warden. 

R. W. Bro. James Daniell, Grand Junior Warden. 

R. W. Bro. Rev. Dr. Lundy, Grand Chaplain. 

R. W. Bro. Wm. Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer. 

R. W. Bro. Thomas B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 

V. W. Bro. G. L. Allen, Grand Senior Deacon. 

V. W. Bro. Henry Grouse, as Grand Janior Deacon. 

V. W. Bro. Dr. Thomas Duggan, Grand Snpt. of Works. 

V. W. Bro. John Osborne, Grand Dir. of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, Asst. Grand Secretary. 

V. W. Bro. W. T. Thomas, as Grand D^r. of Ceremonies. 

V. W. Bro. J. W. Powell, Grand Pursuivant. 

Bro. John Morrison, Grand Tyler. 

Past Masters— W. Bro. Geo. Powell, W. Bro. John W. Baine. W. Bro. 
Hiram Fulford, V. W. Bro. Charles Magill. R. W. Bro. W. B. Simpson, R. W. 
Bro. W. C. Stephens, R. W. Bro. James Daniell, R. B. Bro. Thos B. Hams, 
W. Bro. A. S. Abbott. W. Bro. Elisha Gustin, W. Bro. Joseph F. RoHe. W. 
Bro. David Brown. W. Bro. Geo. Duncan, R. W. Bro. Rev. F. J. i.undy, W. 
Bro. Joseph Comick, R. W. Bro. Wm. Bellhouse, W. Bro. Thos. Fletcher, W 
Bro. H. B. Bull, R. W. Bro. A. Bernard. 

The Committee on Credentials reported the following repre- 
sentatives of regularly chartered lodges present, also the officers of 
the undermentioned lodges under dispensation, whom they recom- 
mended to he admitted and allowed to take part in the proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge: 

Norfolk Lodge, Simcoe— W. Bro. H. Crou.se. W. Bro. G W. Powell, 
P. M. 

Sus.sex Lodge, Brockville — W. Bro. Samuel Ross, WM.; \V. Bro. H. 
Fulford, P.M.; W. Bro. W. B. Simpson. P .M. 

Prince Edward's Lodge, Piclon — W. Bro. David Barker. \V M 

St. John's Lodge, London — W. Bro. Jame* .MotTatt. WM : Bro .^. S. 
Ahbott. S.W.: Bro. W. Daniell, J.W : W. Bro Joseph F Rohc. P.M ; W. 
Bro. James Daniell, G.J.W., P.M. 

Great Western Lodge, Windsor — W. Bro. George Duncan, P M 

Thistle Lodge, Amherstburg — W. Bro. William Hungway. W M . Bro. 
George Gott, J.W. 

Wellington Lodge, Dunnville — W. Bro. D. Mclndoe. WM.; Bro D. 
McSwain, S.W. 

St. John's Lodge, Cayuga — Bro John Robert Carroll. S W. 

St. George's Lodge. St. Catharines — W. Bro. Thomas F'lotclu-r, P M. 

Harmony Lodge, Binbrook — W. Bro. Jeremiah Tayl<ir. W M ; Bro. John 
Blown. S.W. 

St. George's Lodge. Montreal— W. Bro. A. Bernard. D G M.. P M. 

Lodge of Military and Social Virtues, Montreal — W. Bro. A Bernard. 
D.G.M. (proxy for W. M). 

Zetland Lodge, Montreal — W. Bro. John H. Isaacson, Asst. G Sec, 
W M : Bro William Bellhouse. G Treas., P.M. 

St. John's Lodge. Hamilton— W Bro. John F. McC^nig. WM ; W Bro 
lolin W. Baine. P.M ; Bro. W. T Thomas. G. Organist, j W 

Barton Lodge, Ifamilton— W. Bro H. B Bull. W.NJ ; W. Bro. Charles 
Magill. P.M.: Bro. Richard W. Thome. J.W. 

.Acacia Lodge. Hamiltcm— W Bro W. C Stephens. ODGM. W.M : 
Bro Dr Duggan. GS. of W. S W.; W. Bro. Thos B. H.irris, O Sec. J.W. 

Golden Rule Lodge. Stanstead — W. Bro. Flisha Gustin. PM ( Proxy V 

Prcvost Lodge. Dnnh;ini — W Bro David Brown. P M (Proxy) 

T'nion Lodge. Grinishv— W Bro. J Weslev Lewis. W M : Bro .•\n<lrew 
Randall. S W : W Bro Rev Dr Lundy. G Chaplain. P M. 
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King Solomon's Lodge, Toronto — W. Bro. James E. Smith, W.M.: Bro. 
Joseph A. Fisher, J.W. 

ShefFord Lodge, Waterloo— W. Bro. E. Gustin (Proxy for W. M), 
Vaughan Lodge, Maple — Bro. James Bowman (Proxy for W. M.). 
Brant Lodge, Brantford — Bro. George W. Malloch, S.W. 

LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION. 

St Andrew's Lodge, Caledonia — W. Bro. Dr. Wm. McPherson, VV.M.; 
Bro. William Waugh, S.W.; Bro. Wm. A. Spooner, J.W.; W. Bro. Jos. Cor- 
nick. P.M. 

St. John's Lodge, IngersoU — Bro. John Patterson, S.W. 

King Lodge, King — W. Bro. James Bowman, W.M. 

Kilwinning Lodge. London — W. Bro. William Muir, W.M.; Bro. Donald 
McDonald (Proxy for S. W); Bro. Dougald Mclnnes (Proxy for J. W.). 

Alma Lodge, Gait — Bro. Norman Booth, S.W. 

Rehoboam Lodge, Toronto— W. Bro. G. L. Allen, W.M.; Bro. E. R. 
O'Brien, S.W. 

Jacques Cartier Lodge, Montreal — W. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, Asst. G. Sec. 
(Proxy for W. M.). 

St. Francis' Lodge, Melbourne— W. Bro. A. Bernard, D.G.M. (Proxy). 

Victoria Lodge, Sherbrooke. — W. Bro. A. Bernard, D.G.M (Proxy) 

The minutes of the Convention held on the loth day of October, 
1855, at which the Grand Lodge was established, and on the 2nd 
day of November following, when the Grand Lodge was consecrated 
and the Grand Master and the Grand officers installed and invested, 
were read and confirmed. 

The first address of the Grand Master was a careful exposition 
of the Craft situation from the inauguration of the Convention in 
October, 1855. He opened by stating that 

** Nine months have passed away since the brethren met in this city in 
solemn convocation, for the purpose of taking into their most serious con- 
sideration the state and requirements of Masonry in this Province; the result 
of their labours was the establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada. It is 
unnecessary now to refer to the doubts which agitated the minds of the 
brethren as to the necessity and propriety of the step which was ultimately 
decided upon, after a long and anxious discussion on the various important 
points the question involved, and when, after a careful research after precc- 
dents, the light of truth directed us, without violating any of our obligations, 
but acting in strict conformity with the true spirit of them all. to that great 
result which will be remembered with gratitude by all future generations of 
Canadian Freemasons, and looked upon as the dawn of a new era of Masonic 
prosperity in the Province. 

" Whilst we have much cause for deep gratitude to T. G. A. O, T. U.. for 
the large measure of success that has always rewarded our zealous labours in 
the cause of Masonry, our path has not been free from difficulties and obstacles. 
In both sections of the Province there are some brethren, who, disregarding 
the claims of charity and brotherly love, have aspersed the integrity of our 
motives and sneered at our earnest efforts to advance the interests (•( our com- 
mon cause, and unmindful alike of justice and truth have chanictcrizcd us as 
traitors to the Order. But actuated by the true spirit of Masonry which has, 
and I trust ever will, direct the actions of this Grand Lodjsjc. your ofV;ccrs have 
steadily persevered, in the conscientious discharge of the important duties en- 
trusted to them, to remove the unfounded prejudices of the ignorant and to 
correct or to defy the opposition of the violent. The manner m which they 
have performed their arduous duties merits your warmest appn->\al. and I trust 
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that the Lodge will continue to afford them their united and earnest support, 
to ensure the permanent prosperity and dignified position of the Grand Lodge. 
" There are many matters of interest and importance to be brought before 
you at this Communication, and your prudent action thereon will secure the 
future harmonious working of the Grand Lodge. You are fully alive to the 
necessity of approaching the discussion of those matters in a proper Masonic 
spirit, keeping prominently in view that the good of the Craft is the object to 
which our efforts are directed; and I feel assured that, however we may in- 
dividually differ in opinion as to the best method to be adopted in order to 
secure that great end, we shall never forget that as brethren it is our special 
duty to work together in harmony, peace and unity." 

The Grand Master then referred to the fact that since the last 
meeting the constitution had been revised and copies submitted to 
alt the lodges. He said he had visited nearly all the lodges in the 
western part of the Province, and had observed with regret ** a great 
diversity in the working of the various lodges," and suggested that a 
decision should be arrived at as to " which system of work now in 
use shall be permanently adopted." 

It will be noted that at this time the rituals of England, Ireland 
and Scotland were being worked in the lodges, and that while that of 
England was regarded as the standard work, all the lodges felt at 
libtrty to follow the work which had been theirs prior to the formation 
of the Grand Lodge. The Grand Master called attention to the work 
of the second degree and the propriety of adding the " Mark " degree 
to the " Fellow Craft," for he thought the Mark was " not properly a 
part of the ' Arch ' degree." but of the second deijrce, and that this 
view was entertained by the Grand Lodge of England and other 
jurisdictions. He referred to the numbering of the lo<lges as a mat- 
ter of importance and also to the prompt recoi^nition of the Grand 
Lodge by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the first of the foreij:n Grand 
bodies to extend the hand of friendship. He pointed out that 

" A number of Grand Lodges in the United States. .iKo. have alrrady. in 
the most fraternal spirit, acknowledged the correctni-ss of <»ur Ma^onir posjuon. 
whilst a few others have delayed their recognition tnit of courtesy to the ("Ir.ind 
Lodge of England, waiting until an opinion had been exprcs<;cd by that Gmnd 
Lodge. I am not disposed to condemn the extreme caution exercised by that 
portion of our sfster Grand Lodges in this matter, but will merely say that 
whilst the Grand Lodge of England is looked up to bv Canadian Ma^^ons with 
sentiments of the highest respect and regard, and wliiUt her approval of the 
<it(p we have taken will be hailed by all with deiiv;lit and satisfaction, we do 
not for a moment admit that her decision in the matter can in any way affect 
the lepality of our position. The correctness of our course has been clearly 
demonstrated by many of the most distinguished and best informed of Masonic 
writers and authorities: and although by some parties our proeeedincs have 
been condemned. I have neither met with nor heard of a siuele instance in 
which any but worthless and specious arguments have been ad«luced ac.-iin^t 
correctne«;s of our action, or our present constitutional position ** 

M. W. Bro. Wilson in this paragraph elciirh emniriati<l ilu- po^i 
tioTi taken by the Grand Lodge, intimating that the course i ursiied 
>\oiild not be deviated from. 

Having thus defined the position and determination of tlie Grand 
Lodge, the Grand Master said: 

"The present meeting of the Grand Lod^je has been drferrod *>evonH th** 
proper time. \n the hope that I should have been able to lav before vou the 
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reply of the Grand Lodge of England to our Address. I regret, however, to say 
that up to this time no communication has been received. We must, therefore, 
confidently hope that the true spirit of Masonry, which has ever prominently 
distinguished the Grand Lodge of England, will so direct their counsels at their 
next meeting that they will approve of the action we have taken for the security 
and benefit of the Craft in this Province, reciprocate the sincerely fraternal feel- 
ings we entertain towards them, and recognize with cheerful satisfaction their 
sister Grand Lodge of Canada. I would strongly recommend that until the deci- 
sion of the Grand Lodge of England shall have been received, the course which 
has hitherto been pursued towards the members of those Lodges which have not 
yet affiliated with us should be persevered in, and that we should continue all 
fraternal offices to those brethren whose conscientious scruples have deterred 
them from at once joining us in the establishment of an independent Grand 
Lodge, feeling assured that when the justice of our cause has become fully 
understood the Grand Lodge of Canada will unite under its banner the whole 
Masonic fraternity of the Province." 

Having disposed of the probable action of the Grand Lodge of 
England, the Grand Master referred to the action of the M. W. the 
Grand Master of New York, who, he stated, " stigmatizes us as a 
spurious Grand Lodge, and pronounces us schismatic and rebellious." 

M. W. Bro. Wilson, in dealing with this unfavorable opinion, 
said: 

" We have strong reasons for believing that the course taken by Bro. 
Evans was induced by a circular recently issued by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, wherein it is asserted that the statements contained 
in our Address to Grand Lodges arc not borne out by facts, and this charge, or 
rather ingeniously arranged misrepresentation, supported by further misrepre- 
sentations of parties well known to you to be actuated by personal and in- 
terested motives, and to be fhe agents of the Provincial Grand Lodge, has 
doubtless misled the Grand Master of New York. I trust we are warranted in 
iBe conclusion that the observations of Bro. Evans were made in ismorance 
of the principal facts connected with our recent movement: for it would in- 
deed, be painful to me to adopt the only other alternative and believe that any 
statement of a brother holding the high posftion of Bro. Evans amongst the 
Masons of New York, could have been made with an utter disregard of truth.'' 

There can be no doubt that the leaders of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge stepped rather over the mark in these expressions of opinion 
concerning the newly-formed Grand Lodge of Canada. M. W. Bro. 
Wilson, in referring to the position taken by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, said: 

" The circular of the Provincial Grand Lodge is the first case that has 
come before me of anyone having openly dared to dispute the truth of any 
statement contained in our address, which, with a desire that our case should 
become thoroughly known, was extensively circulated all over this continent. 
The first I knew of the existence of the circular, which appears to have been 
carefully concealed from us, was a few days since, when a distinguished brother. 
a leading member of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, informed mr XhM such 
a circular had been addressed to them. Since my arrival in this city a copy 
has been put into my hands, and it will presently be laid before you. Had it 
not been for this evidence, I would not have believed that the * officers * who 
still cling to the Provincial Grand Lodge would have descended to calumniate 
our proceedings, whicli they well know to have been taken on calm reflection 
with strictly conscientious motives, and in perfect accordance with the prin- 
ciples of the constitution of Freemasonry." 
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The Grand Master concluded his address by an allusion to a 
visit he had paid to the Grand jurisdiction of Kentucky and the 
assistance he had received during the year from R, W. Bro. Bernard, 
the Deputy Grand Master. 

Of the 41 lodges represented at the Convention, when the Grand 
Lodge of Canada was formed, twenty-four were represented at the 
first annual communication. During the year the Grand Master had 
surveyed the territory, anxious, when the opening was favorable, to 
erect new warrants. Up to the date of assembly of this coiuniunica- 
tion nine dispensations had been issued to lodj^cs. at Caledonia, 
London (Kilwinning), Toronto (Rehoboam), Mcl!)Oiirnc, Montreal, 
L. C. (Jacques Cartier), Ingersoll (St. John's), Kinij:. Gait and Sher- 
brooke, L. C. These dispensations were confirmed and warrants 
were ordered to be issued. 

At this session a petition was read from brethren in Kingston 
for a warrant to form a lodge to be called " Cataraqui.** The peti- 
tion was referred to a committee consisting of R. W. I^ros. Bernard 
and Stephens and V. W. Bro. Isaacson, but as the potitiou liad not 
been recommended by a regular lodge, nor the f»lacc of meeting 
stated, it was reported against until these omissions ha^l l>o('ii <np 
plied, after which a warrant or dispensation should !)e i; ranted 

At the evening session of Grand Lodge, the coinmiitcc. whii li 
had charge of the revision of the constitution. ref)ortod and aUo the 
next day. Every paragraph was considered and di^iMi^^cd A refer- 
ence to some of the prominent features will he of interest 

The constitution was built upon the lines laid d«>un in that of 
the United Grand Lodge of England, varied in •;oir.e ]».irtioulars to 
suit the requirements of the jurisdiction. 

.At the organization of Grand Lodge the jnri'-dirtion \\a<; divided 
into three districts, viz.: the Western, Central and l.a-tein tb.e \\>st 
em comprising that part lying west of Tomnto. tlu* ('eiitral that 
part east of Toronto to the boundaries of Lower < ana<l.i. an<l the 
Pla stern the lodges in Lower C^anada. 

This division was found to be unsuitahle for vnrli an extensive 
territory, and, consequently, a re-division was ma«!o itito st-ven dis- 
tricts, viz.: the London. Hamilton. Toronto, Central. .Montreal. East- 
ern Townships and Quebec, comprising the followlniLr. viz : 

" No. 1. The London District: to comprise that p«>rti« n «»• ih,- Province 
lying between its extreme western boundary and the eastern h •inn!..TK-^ oi tlic 
counties of Perth. Middlesex. Elgin, Huron and Hruoe. 

'* No. 2. The Hamilton District: to compri«;e that p'>rtion 01 tlie IVt>- 
vincc lying between the London District and the Ki\ri ('ledit 

*' No. 3. The Tt>ront<) District: to comprise that porti.-r, r.f tl'.e Pr(»vince 
lying between the Rivers Credit and Trent, inchidnivr thr ('.iimjuv: P'.»«'e 

"No 4 The Central Djstiut: to comprise y\ tli.n p..f?t. n •»: tlie Pro- 
vince lying between the Ri\er Trent and Lower Canada :■. i;I r.»: il.r county 
of Prince Kdward. 

"No 5. The Mi>ntreal Distfirt tn c'»mpn>e all th.i* p.'iM mi I\::ic be- 
tween \\'e'>tern Canada antl the RicImIimi and St Lawrence Kntr^ inciu'lmu 
Sorel 

"No. 6 The Ka^tern Townslnjm Di'^trnt to compri-.e .ill t'lat p«»rtion 
lying south-cast of the Richelieu and St Lawrence River-; 

" No 7. The Quebec District: to cnnprise the rem r:i mv: p.iit oi Lo\v»t 
Canada " 
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The first clause of the constitution recited the title of the body as 
•' The Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Can- 
ada," after which provision was made for the election and appoint- 
ment of officers, those of Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, the 
Wardens, Chaplain, Treasurer, Registrar and Secretary being elected 
by ballot, the Tyler by open vote. The remaining officers were to be 
appointed, the District Deputy Grand Masters being selected by the 
representatives of the lodges of the districts, subject to the confirma- 
tion of the Grand Master. The remaining officers, including eight 
Stewards, were to be appointed. 

The rank of officers was then as it is to-day, and the District of 
London was numbered i; Hamilton, No. 2; Toronto, No. 3; Central, 
No. 4; Montreal, No. 5; Eastern Townships, No. 6; and Quebec, 
No. 7. 

No brother was eligible to an elective office, unless a W. M. of 
a lodge, vacancies to be filled by the Grand Master, and brethren of 
eminence might be constituted members of Grand Lodge by vote of 
that body. Members were to wear proper clothing; lodges omitting 
returns and payments for a year ineligible for representation until 
completed; no brother to attend Grand Lodge until his name had 
been returned to the Grand Secretary. 

The Annual Communication was to be held on the first Wednes- 
day in July, and the Grand Master, after its opening, was to appoint 
eleven standing committees: i, on Credentials; 2, on Correspondence; 
3, on Condition of Masonry; 4, on Constitution and Regulations; 5, 
on Warrants; 6, on Grievances; 7, on Appeals; 8, on Finances; 9, on 
Accounts of Representatives; 10, on Charity, 11, on Audit. 

There was no Board of General Purposes, as in the regime of 
to-day — the working of American jurisdictions being followed in 
this regard. The Committee on Correspondence divided up the work; 
to-day it is cared for by one brother. 

In 1856 they had a permanent Committee on Constitution. In 
the early days matters of grievance and appeal were dealt with by 
separate committees. To-day the work is discharged by one. 

On Finance and Audit there were separate Committees; to-day 
they are united, and while the Grand Lodge in 1856 had a commit- 
tee to superintend the accounts of representatives, the abolition of 
payment renders such unnecessary to-day. 

The duties of the Committee on Credentials were, as to-day, to 
secure a correct list of properly qualified representatives. The Con- 
stitution provided for an annual festival in July, an arrangement 
which does not prevail to-day. The clauses which had reference to 
the powers of officers, the enactment of laws of Grand Lodge, the 
trial for misconduct of lodges and members, the hearing of com- 
plaints were much the same as in the Constitution of to-day. 

The regulations for the irovcrnment of Grand Lodge during the 
time of public business have not varied. Xo brother could fill the 
office of Grand Master for more than two consecutive years, hut 
might be re-elected after the expiration of the following year. This 
rule does not exist to-day. Provision was made for filling vacancies 
made bv death in the Grand Master's office and several clauses re- 
citod his powers. 
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The Deputy Grand Master was to be elected at the Annual 
Communication, but in order to secure proper supervision of Masonry 
in both sections of the province, he was not to be elected from that 
portion in which the Grand Master resides. This rule does not apply 
to-day. His powers, however, were very extensive, co-ordinate to a 
certain extent with those of the Grand Master and District Deputy 
Grand Masters. He had power to preside in any lodge in the absence 
of the Grand Master, and the Grand Wardens, if present, were to act. 
He might also hear all Masonic complaints and irregularities, and 
had power to restore a brother deemed by him unjustly suspended, 
until the next communication of Grand Lodge. He might summon 
lodges or brethren, and in case of contumacy suspend, and had power 
to give or refuse consent for removal of lodges from one part of the 
jurisdiction to another. These powers have been materially changed 
and are now to a great extent included in the duties of the District 
Deputy Grand Masters. The duties of these latter officers were simi- 
lar to those of to-day, while those of the other elective and appointed 
officers do not differ from the constitution of the present time. 

There were eight Grand Stewards. To-day there are twelve. 

In connection with private lodges, the fees for making a Mason 
were £3. 15s. or about $18.30. in the currency of to-day. The fee 
to-day is not less than $20. Xo l)rother could be a member of more 
than one lodge after the annual communication of 1857. This 
abolished dual membership, but in later years the clause was repealed. 
No master could hold office for more than two years in succession, 
but might be elected after being out of office for a year. This rule 
docs not prevail to-day. The Wardens and other officers could not 
resign their positions, as may be done by the rule of iho prchCMit da\. 

The clauses concerning members and their duty, of proposing 
members, of lodges of instruction, of visitors, of certificates, of pro- 
cessions, were about as at present. The fees for a new warrant were 
£7. los. od., equal to $36.52 of modern currency, while the per capita 
tax paid by each member to (irand Lodge was two shillings and six- 
pence. The fee for a warrant to-day is $40, while the per capita tax 
is fifty cents. 

In one important particular did the first Grand I^dgc propose 
to differ from that of the present. In the pioneer days it was provided 
that representatives should be paid a per diem rate, which included 
travelling expenses. The clause in the constitution relating to this 
read that 

** One representative from each LodK<^ shall l>o entitled to receive bis 
actual travelling expenses, at the rates estal)lishe<l by tlie proprietors ol public 
conveyances which he shall take in cominp directly from hi'^ Lodce to the place 
of meeting and retiirninj? thereto, as char^jed by said proprietors at the time: 
and also, for each day*s attendance, ten shillings. But though he represent 
more than one Lodtje, he shall receive pay onlv as for one Loilcre: nor shall 
he receive more than the a^iRiegatc dues of tlu l.odur t»r Lixlijes he si, ill 
represent. 

"2 Grand Othcers sb.iM be entitled to the liNe eoinj»eii'»ath»u Tom the 
funds of the Grand I od^c 

"3. Absence of a Grand Ofticer or repre«i«Mitati\c. before the cb'^c of 
the communication, from any cau«e except stckne<.'» of or rdiTnitv to Intr-rlf 
or his family, shall forfeit all claim to payment or comju notation under the 
two next preceding sections " 
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But this enactment had a closing provision, which read: 

" These regulations to remain in abeyance until declared operative by a 
vote of Grand Lodge." 

The clause was never put before Grand Lx>dgc, and hence never 
came into operation. The lodges were unfavorable to the proposal 
^nd hence the law was a dead letter. 

The closing portions of the new constitution gave in detail the 
description of the Grand regalia, which was the same as that of the 
Grand Lodge of England, and also the form of procedure to be ob- 
served in the constituting of a new lodge. 

The constitution as amended was adopted and ordered to be 
printed and circulated. 

St. John's lodge, London, and St. John's lodge, Ingersoll, were 
permitted to wear the regalia then in use until they had procured such 
as would be in keeping with the regulations laid down for lodges in 
the constitution. 

At the afternoon session of loth July, the election of officers was 
proceeded with, M. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson being re-elected Grand 
Master; R. W. Bro. A. Bernard, Deputy Grand Master; V. W. Bro. 
J. H. Isaacson, Grand Senior Warden; V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, 
Grand Junior Warden; Bro. Rev. St. George Caulfield, Grand Chap- 
lain; R. W. Bro. William Bellhouse, Treasurer; R. W. Bro. Thomas 
B. Harris, Grand Registrar, and V. W. Bro. John Osborne, Grand 
Secretary, with Bro. John Morrison as Grand Tyler. 

The numbering of the lodges had caused quite a discussion 
amongst the representatives, and, in order that all evidence might be 
examined and lodges might be dealt with justly, the Grand Master 
appointed a committee, consisting of R. W. Bros. A. Bernard, W. C. 
Stephens and Wm. B. Simpson, to arrange the number of the war- 
rants of the various affiliated lodges, according to the respective dates 
of their formation. On Friday afternoon the committee submitted a 
report, giving the numbers as follows: 

No. I. Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, Montreal. 

2. Niagara Lodge. Niagara. 

3. Barton Lodge, Hamilton. 

4. Union Lodge, Grimsby. 

5. Norfolk Lodge, Simcoe. 

6. Sussex Lodge, Brockville. 

7. Prevost Lodge, Dunham. 

8. Golden Rule Lodge, Stanstead. 

9. St. George's Lodge. St. Catharines. 

10. Prince Edward Lodge, Picton. 

11. Nelson Lodge, Clarenceville. 

12. St. Andrew's Lodge. St. Andrew's 

13. St. George's Lodge, Montreal. 

14. St. John's Lodge, London. 

15. Zetland Lodge, Montreal. 

16. King Solomon's Lodge. Toronto. 

17. Lodge, of Strict Observance, Hamilton. 

18. St. John's Lodge, Cayuga. 

19. Thistle Lodge, Amherstburg. 
20 St. John's Lod^e, Hamilton. 
21. St. Thomas Lodge. St. Thomas. 
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Brant Lodge, Brantford. 
Great Western Lod^c, Windsor. 
Wellington Lodge, Dunnville. 
Sheflford Lodge, Waterloo 
Vaughan Lodge, Maple. 
Harmony Lodge, Hinbrook. 
Wellington Lodge, Stratford. 
Hoylc Lodge, La Colic. 
Acacia Lodge, HainiUon. 
St. Andrew's Lod^c, Caledonia. 
Kilwinning Lodge. London. 
Rehoboam Lod^e. Toronto. 
Jacques Carlicr Lod^c. .Montreal. 
St. Francis* Lod^c. Mcll>ourne. 
St. John's Lodge, IngoiMiIl. 
King Lodge, King. 
Victoria Lodge. Slu-rbrooke. 
Alma Lodge, Gait. 

This was only a partial report, from the fact that all the lodges 
had not submitted the necessary evidence in order to entitle them to 
their proper numbers. In con.sec|iience of this some of the lodges 
represented at the Convention of 1855 were not included. 

At this meeting the date of the annual communication was altered 
to the second, instead of the first Wednesday in July, and clause nine 
of the first section of the constitution was changed to read that no 
brother, except the Grand Chaplain, shall be eligible to any elective 
office in Grand Lodge unless lie has been regularly installed W. M. 
of a private lodge. 

This change was made to cover tlie disability of the Rev. St 
George Caulfield, who was not at that time either a W. M. or P. M. 
of a lodge. 

At the afternoon session of CJrand Lodge the officers were in- 
stalled^ and Bro. Rev. Dr. Lundy, as an upholder of dual membership, 
' gave notice that he would move for the repeal of the clause in the 
constitution which forbade it. 

The last day*s session of the Grand Lodge was marked by a 
reading of the report of the coniniittce on the Grand Master's address. 
The committee acknowledj^ed that the address contained matter of 
vital interest to the Craft ; that the report of progress made was grati- 
fying; that Grand Lodge was indebted to the Grand Master for his 
devotion shown by his visits to lodges; and that all the officers were to 
be commended for their work. The committee desired honorable 
mention of the Grand Lodge of Ireland in being the first of the parent 
Grand Lodges to acknowledge the Grand Lodp:e of Canada, and ex- 
pressed a hope that the Grand Lodges of England and Scotland would 
recognize the constitutional position of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
while the brethren of Kentucky in particular and several of the Grand 
Lodges of the L"nited States were thanked for their recog:nition. 
Dealing with the all-absorbing question, the position assumed by the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of C anada West ana its action towards the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, the committee expressed regret 

"That the dnty entrusted to thnn inviilvcs matters (•f a le^j pleading nature, 
and with nuirh pain feel comprlUd to a!hi<ie to the position adopted towards 



768 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 

us by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, still in connection with 
the Grand Lodge of England. While they cannot but congratulate you on the 
truly Masonic feeling which has characterized the management of the affairs 
of Grand Lodge, and the tone of, its correspondence in strictly adhering to the 
principles of attributing to those brethren remaining in connection with the 
Grand Lodge of England the same and equal credit for sincere and Masonic 
motives, to that we claim for ourselves, and in every case avoiding the least 
approach to any expression of a personal nature, conceiving the ' good of the 
Craft ' is, or ought to be, the chief aim of every brother, it must, therefore, be 
a matter of regret that any brother of the Provincial Grand Lodge, while, per- 
sonally, professing the approval of the motives by which we were actuated, 
admitting the necessity for the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canada, 
and expressing the best wishes for success, and hesitating only as to the de- 
cisiveness with which we have acted, should have so far forgotten the principles 
of Masonry as to asperse and malign our motives, and mistepresent our con- 
duct and position in a circular issued to other Grand Lodges, without even 
having the candor to furnish us with a copy, and this, too, . before their parent 
Grand Lodge and governing body had expressed any opinion on our proceed- 
ings. This conduct is the more reprehensible, as it is well known that we have 
the sympathy of a great majority of the Lodges and brethren still adhering to 
them, who await the decision of that Grand Lodge." 

Relating to the action and statements of the M. W. the Grand 
Lodge of New York: 

*'* Your committee regret that they cannot but concur in the remarks of 
the M. W. the Grand Master in the action of the Grand Lodge of the State 
of New York towards us, believing, as they do, that interested influences, ol 
which Grand Lodge is doubtless aware, have been brought to bear to our pre- 
judice. But they cannot pass over this part of their duty without alluding to 
the anomaly of a Grand Lodge, whose internal state is such as to require the 
remarks made by its Grand Master, in the same paragraph in which he de- 
nounces us, taking upon itself to condemn as unmasonic the action or motives 
of such as its sister Grand Lodges have recognized. 

" Your committee, while regretting the action taken towards us by parties 
in office in the two bodies lust alluded to, would still strongly recommend that 
no alteration be allowed to appear in the tone of the correspondence of this 
Grand Lodge towards or respecting them, and that the privilege of our Lodges 
be freely extended to such of the brethren as may desire to use them, believing 
sincerely that in neither of these bodies is there any brother (except those few 
to whom it is now our painful duty to refer) who would not still be willing to 
grasp the hand of each member of this Grand Lodge and hail him as a brother. 

""Your committee, however, would recommend, that whilst this treatment 
be accorded and continued to the members of those Lodges already in exist- 
ence, that this Grand Lodge, being now regularly formed, duly recognized, 
and that too by one of its parent Grand Lodges, and being, therefore, 
the supreme masonic authority in this Province, consider no lodge other- 
wise than as clandestine in Canada, unless it derive its authority from this 
Grand Lodge, and that due notification of such intention be furnished to all 
concerned." 

The concluding part of the report suggested a committee to 
consider the Grand Master's proposal to include the Mark degree in 
the Fellow Craft. After discussion at the evening session, the report 
was adopted and a large committee appointed to consider the Mark 
and Fellow Craft question. 

The Grand Secretary reported that thirty lodges had affiliated in 
proper form with the Grand Lodge since its formation, that to these 
warrants had been issued: that the register showed 1,179 members in 
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good Standing, that nine dispensations had been granted and that 
several districts were applying for forms of application. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer showed that the receipts were 
very limited. Up to the meeting of Grand Lodge they amounted to 
£93. 5s. and payments to £64. 14s. 4d.. leaving a balance of £28. los. 8d. 
in the hands of the Grand Secretary. The lack of funds for preliminary 
expenses had been met by contributions from Norfolk lodge, Simcoe, 
Strict Observance, St. John's and Barton lodges of Hamilton and St. 
John's lodge at London. 

The Committee on Correspondence reported at this session that 
an address, stating the case of the Grand Lodge of Canada, had been 
prepared and sent to the Grand Lodge, and to every lodge in England, 
and also to the Grand Lodges of Ireland, Scotland and the United 
States ; that the Grand Lodge of Ireland had promptly recognized the 
Grand Lodge of Canada and that several of the Grand bodies of the 
United States had done likewise. The committee also reported that 

" No reply has been received to our address from the Grand Lodge of 
England, although ample time has elapsed since their Quarterly Communica- 
tion in June. Your committee deeply regret to feel that this is but a continua- 
tion of the neglect which the brethren in this Province have ever experienced 
at the hands cit tlic Grand Lodge of England " 

The committee made special reference to the Grand Lodge of 
New York and other Grand Lodges of the L'nited States, concerning 
their expressions with regard to the position of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada. In alluding to these bodies the committee rej>orted 

" By the Grand Lodge of New York and a lew other Grand Lodges ot 
the United States, the formation of the Grand Lodge ot Canada has been con* 
sidered somewhat precipitate, and its recognition has consequently been for a 
time deferred; but, although the present decision of those Grand Lodges has 
been unfavorable to the Grand Lodge of Canada, whatever may be the im- 
pression entertained by any members of this Grand Lodge with regard to the 
motives that may have influenced their action, your committee believe that 
the course taken by those Grand Lodges has been, the result of conscientious 
convictions that they were acting correctly; at the same time your committee 
feel assured that such conviction arose from an absence of full information 
with regard to the facts of our case, and your committee anticipate with con- 
fidence that ere long those Grand Lodges will fully understand the justness 
of our cause and the correctness of our action, and that they will then cheerfully 
unite with their sister Grand Lodges in acknowledging the legitimacy of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada." 

The committee concluded its labors by n reference to the imposi- 
tions practised by itinerant brethren — mendicants who infested the 
continent — and stated that in order to protect the Craft, com- 
mittees of benevolence should be appointed by the lodges in each town 
in the jtirisdiction. 

The wearing of Mastmio emblems for the purpose of gain in busi- 
ness was also referred to and deprecated in the strongest terms. The 
report was unaninunisly ado[>ted. 

R W. Rro Michael Kurncll. Provincial Grand Master of North 
Munster. Ireland, was appointed the representative of the Grand 
fvOdge near the Grand I^>d;^e of Irdand: R. W. Rro I B Bowdish 
near the Grand L«>dire of Vermont. \ jewel wa^ voted to R. W. Bro. 
Stephen^ for hi< serv'ices and valued advice. Tlie thanks of Grand 

4«M 
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Lodge were extended to the M. W., the Grand Master and the Deputy 
Grand Master, the standing committees for the year were appointed 
and the first Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
was closed in Ample Form. 

Looking at the work of the year and the difficulties presented to 
the newly-formed Grand Lodge, the dignified and fraternal manner 
in which all critics were treated will always redound to the credit of 
those pioneers of the Grand Lodge. To-day we live in so entirely a 
different atmosphere that it is difficult to comprehend the situation as 
presented to our Masonic ancestors of forty years ago. In the face 
of the state of the jurisdiction, invaded as it was by no less than three 
foreign bodies, one can but express surprise that the heads of the Eng- 
lish Craft in the Provincial Grand Lodge under England had not the 
ambition to seek independent action, and even before the Grand Lodge 
of Canada was ever thought of, declare for a sovereign body to con- 
trol the jurisdiction. This, however, is a matter which need not be 
dealt with, for the opportunity once lost never again could present 
itself — with the banner of a sovereign body in sight and an array of 
Masons, armed with a determination to never surrender the rights 
they claimed as theirs by the immutable laws which had from the 
beginning of the century been recognized as the code regulating the 
occupation of territory. 



CHAPTER ex. 

The Twenty-third Semi-annual Communication of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, Toronto, Oc- 
tober, 1856. — ^An Expression of Opinion Concern- 
ing the Action of the Grand Lodge of England. 

The half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
had been called at Toronto, on Tuesday, the 23rd October. The 
attendance of officers and representatives was large and all were deeply 
interested and awaited developments. 

The routine business occupied but a few minutes : 

R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, the Provincial Grand Master for 
Quebec and Three Rivers under England, was present. This brother 
enjoyed the confidence of not only his own jurisdiction but of the 
Western Craft as well, and his friendliness had always been exempli- 
fied by his expression of good-will towards the official? of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

The Grand Lodge of England, while they had. in full and ex- 
plicit form, a histor>' of all the troubles and of the difficulties under 
which the Provincial Grand Lodge suffered, were nevertheless de- 
sirous of an outside opinion, and as R. W. Bro. Harinjjton. not onlv 
as Provincial Grand Master in Quebec under England, hut also a<; a 
prominent officer of the Finance Department of Canada, was held in 
high esteem by prominent London Masons, including the M. W. the 
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drand Master, it had been decided in London to ask from him, 
through the Grand Secretary, a statement of the facts relating to the 
position of Masonr>' in Canada. The letter of the (irand Secretary 
of England asking for information read: 

Freemasons' Hall, 

London. 4th July, 1856. 
K. W. Brc: 

The M. W. the G. M., the Earl of Zetland, having at the last 
quarterly communication ot the G. L., intimated his intention of submitting 
k'T consideration some propositions for an alteration in the amount of fees 
payable by lodges in the colonics for registration and G. L. certificates, so as 
to place all in the same position (at present there being a difference) about 
8s sterling, to include the registration and certificate, his Lordship is desirotis 
of obtaining some information from you as to how far such a plan would meet 
I he views of the Lodges in your province. 

The G. M. would further feel obliged if you would furnish him with infor- 
iration as to the number of lodges at present existing in your province hold- 
:ng under the G. L. of Kn gland, stating which are now at work and those 
which are dormant, and which, if any, are desirous of severing themselves from 
the English G. L., also how many lodges there arc holding warrants from 
"iher G. Lodges, and. as far as your means of knowledge extends, what may 
he their feeling as to separating themselves from their parent G. Lodges, and 
any other information or suggestions which may occur to you as being useful 
to the G. M. upon the subject in hand — any payment of quarterage to the fund 
«>t Benevolence has long since ceased. 

I have tlie honor to be. with fraternal regards. R. W. I* G M., 

Yr. Obt. Servant & Brother. 

William I! White. GS 
T Douglas Harington. Esq., 

Prov. G Master. Quebec. &c, 

R. \V. Rro. liarinirton then read his reply to tlii^ Irttor:- - 

Toronto, Canada. iSth Sepir., 1X56 
\* W. Brother Wm H. White. Esci,. 

Grand Sec'y, &c.. &c., &c. 
V. W. Brother: I would have rephcd sooner to your letlrr ••{ the 4ih Juiy. 
ia^^ but I had to refer to my Deputy at Quebec, and I have bt-cn absent and un- 
well. I now bcK leave to state for the information of the M W G M the K.ul ■•! 
Zetland, that the l> O. G M for Quebec, in charge of that i>n»\MU'e during 
my absence, writes me as follows: — 

In regard to the M. W the G. Master's letter, I do not think his prnp». Di- 
llon will meet with approval here. Although none of the r.ng't^h Lo<ik:es ivxav 
wish to throw off their allegiance, all the Masons with whom I have conversed 
ipprove of the Rcv'd Br. Portal's proposed motion Re<Uicini; the fees for 
registration and certificates would not prove satisfactory to tl.e Brethnn. a'^ 
•T great many Masons are po^«;cs«;cd of the idea that we n»ii^Ju to hue a chatu:* 
•n our form r>\ government: but what that change c»Uk!hl to be thev are tii.a'i.i 
u, <:iy. and I think the payment of fees is only a second irv c..n-:«lerati»n a- 
tlie brethren are not directly taxed with them, and they arc i»<::ec!'y aw ir* 
thai by joining the so-called Canada G. 1- the fees payable by h'd^i< would b« 
'mtrh more than they are at present. Even in Indep't Lod^ro (In-h*, wincli 
vniild he the most likely to change, when its meml^ers c.iWi to cIj^^cmss tlie 
«n»>tert. thry could not say what they would gain bv the ni« \e. hut that th'V 
\v(uild have much to lo<;e. they think, and it is my opinion that. aMh»!ivli the% 
mav acknowledge the Canadians, they still retain their connectj.^n with Ire'and 

The Lodges on the Kntjlish registry at work arc .Mbion. No i;; St John*< 
No 214. and Alma No O.U Many belonging to the former des^o a chanc«*. 
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the two latter are still firm to England. The Lodges on the English Registry 
that are dormant arc No. 68, which has been dead for years — so many that it 
never had a name— and Sussex Lodge, No. 53i, which merged into St, Andrew's 
Lodge, No. 356, S.R., and is still true to Scotland. Lastly, there is the Inde- 
pendent No. 237, LR., which may be put down as doubtful. 1 was informed 
that this last had. come to the conclusion to join the Canada G. L., but on 
making inquiry I found that they intended to ask the G. L. of Ireland, whether 
they were to acknowledge it. However, I directed the P. G. Sec'y (Br. Veasy) 
to write the G. Sec'y asking what we should do in the event of the Irish Lodge 
joining the Canada G. L., as some of its members belonged likewise to the 
English Lodges, and it would cause ill-feeling if we suspended such, when 
they acted with the consent of the G. L. of Ireland. 

Such is the information I am enabled to furnish in relation to my province, 
and although there is some agitation there, which must naturally be the case, 
it is a satisfaction that none have thrown off their allegiance as yet. The 
brethren complain of no neglect, as their communications with England have 
always met with ready attention, but they would nevertheless be glad of some 
positive action on the part of the G. L. of England, and delay must have a 
bad effect 

The M. W. G. M. desires me to furnish all other general information in 
my power, and I have endeavored to meet his wishes. If, in what follows, I 
convey my impressions arising as well from my own knowledge, as from what 
I have from others, very plainly, I beg that the M. W. the Earl of Zetland will 
not suppose that the slightest disrespect can be intended, but it is because the 
subject requires to be dealt with in a way not to be misunderstood, or be him- 
self misled or deceived. 

With regard to the Montreal District, R. W. Bro. Badgeley can furnish 
positive information, as I am not sufficiently acquainted with the views of the 
brethren, having been separated from them for some time. I know they are in a 
very disorganized state, and those with whom I have been in communication 
complain bitterly of neglect in England, and of the little exertion used for the 
benefit of Freemasonry by their P. G. M. and his Deputy, and the great pre- 
ponderance of influence exercised by one Lodge, St. Paul's. No. 514. to which 
those officers belong. They say that Bro. Badgeley, although an old ex- 
perienced Mason, evinces no energy, and shows very little interest. He is now 
on the Bench, and told me he would be glad to be relieved altogether, having 
doubts as to the propriety of holding the P. G. Mastership in his present posi- 
tion of a judge of the Supreme Court of Law. The Brethren state that the 
Deputy, although a worthy estimable man, is a very timid one. and has no 
Masonic knowledge worth mentioning. After the Declaration of Independ- 
ence had issued the P. G. L. of Montreal was twice summoned to meet, ex- 
pressly to consider the conduct of certain brethren who had approved of and 
openly countenanced it, but each time the P. G. M. failed to appear, and the 
Deputy declined to act in his absence. The members broke up dissatisfied. 
They lost confidence, and many loyal Brethren began to waver, while the In> 
dependents felt that their arguments were in a manner substantiated and their 
interests benefited. 

In Upper Canada, where the independent movement originated, the P. G 
M., Sir A. MacNab, has never taken an active part in any way. As far as ho 
has been individually concerned, he has been all but useless, and it is questioned 
by those under his Masonic rule, whether he could, if called upon, work him- 
self into the E. A. degree without help. The entire responsibility has been 
thrown upon his Deputy (Bro. Ridout). who is much respected, is popular 
and has worked diligently, assisted by a zealous P. G. Scr'y (Br. Richardson), 
who, fortunately, has made the order his constant study. But the Deputy ha<i 
never liked to exercise such necessary firmness as he would probably ha%e 
done had he been the actual bona fide Masonic ruler. 
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In this section of Canada the disaffection has been gaining ground, princi- 
pally because of alleged neglect in London, and (as the Brethren complain) 
the kind of apparently contemptuous indifference extended to their communi- 
cations, many of which have never been noticed or acknowledged at all. Had 
their remonstrances and representations relating to misgovcrnment. or rathei 
neglect of government, which has been felt to be a grt>wing evil for some time 
past, been courteously attended to in some way — they say — and a desire at least 
have been evinced to meet the wishes of the Brethren, and place them upon 
some more satisfactory footing in regard to the management of their own local 
atTairs, it is exceedingly doubtful if such advantages throwing oif allegiance 
would ever have been thought of. I feel sure it woifld not. for old country 
feeling is very strong. But the analogy appears perfect between State and 
Masonic affairs in Canada. The people were neglected by Downing Street, 
and there was first rebellion, and now responsible govcrnnicnt as nearly inde- 
pendent as is consistent with dependency. The Masons complain of F. Masons' 
Hall in the same way, and hence the desire for a change of some nature 
Doubtless the Declaration of Independence was accclenited by certain ambitious 
Brethren, who made the grievances complained of, and which some timely con- 
cessions would have at one time remedied, the stalUniK horse for their own 
advancement, but now there are many most worthy men. who have been watch- 
ing events, who have lost their ancient faith in the present Body, and w\u) re- 
luctantly begin to declare that some change of govemnient ai»pt*.'»rs nrcoss.irv. 
in which they must have a voice in the choice oi tlu-ir nileis I Ins last is bi • 
ginning to be regarded as a sine qua non by all with \\h<»in I liave conversed 
Hut the Declaration of Independence is very far inun btinv; approved of. an^l 
there is a reluctance to sever entirely the Masonic conne\!«.n with l-nk;l.ind, 
the present body there being much reverenced, in spite oi t!»e ni>j;ea com- 
plained of. It IS suggested that it could still be a court oi tiiial .ippe.il. .ind 
although under certain rules the immediate auth<»rities nnclu *h' nonuinurl 
here by those the most interested, final choice o( appomtineni mi»:ht he Icit t<» 
the M. W. G. M Money matters probably would he more easv oi .inaiUM-- 
ment But if some steps are not speedily taken it will hr ton late I)«l.i\ nuisi 
be fatal. 

It is to be sinrerely regretted that the olticial reports 01 (i 1. pr-n-. nhi.e; 
do not reach us more ipiioklv We have to trust to the 1' M M !«»r I i-^!»i ' 
Now, if correct, this periodical clearly shows that e\en in ihe d I o| l-ni;- 
land there are cliques, cavillings and a good deal of ho.irt Ir.irniiik; ill tending 
to alienate reflecting men at ^ distance, who donht. re.Mltn*^ w1m» Ojcv do. it 
their Masonic interest*^ can be safe, and thus fuel is ad<le<l to \Uc l.^ir.- of at 
least choosing their f^ww l<>ral rulers. It is the H'Mieral opnioii !.• re fhi! th*'' 
parent botlv rrtpnies rciorni. as evidenced if we are ru^htlv iMi.iinu'd U\ v,','ne« 
of discord that aie said to be witnessed there — liiat \\\vw ss not tiMt nt.i!% ..: 
Masonic purpose in it that should exist, that it will in iiLpossiMf to i«i;.ird 
it as the pure tountain-liead miuh lon^»er. and that tht- i;nat \las« •;»)*• *ol.i:n 
cannot be trifled with, but must hM)k alter its own stpar.iit* in:t re<ts 

Upon reference to the June No. of the Magazine the M \V. G M :s xhrw 
reported to liaxe said in rel.ition to a petition from I'pper Canada t! it ' • ••! 
liking to tell the petitmners That their desires were prrp. isioroti-c. lu- h.id U 
c\'\v(\ to take no notice ••! it ** It this is correct, it is to h«' re^reited as \\#» 
,»rr h'tt m the .lafk as t^ hi"? full reasons, and ihefef. -re it has not on*v ere ited 
til >satistaeiit«n hut manv express iiuhv^n.ition and de^l.tre tli.ii t.tKinv; 'no no- 
tice" will nor answer this c<»ntincnt A p<»<iJtive r«"tus.ri umi »1 »i.iv hern >»eti.T 
received \t;ain the jni\ No of the Mawra/ine reports that Hro fortaTs pr'»- 
p««sed moti(»ii ha<l been reierted as unconstitutional .md iipproper the M W 
G M refusint? to pnt 't to (i I. Now. npi^n the fate •►f this nioiion *\\c a**rn- 
ti«»n oi the Btetlren htie ua< tixed. as they coneeivrd it t.» l»«' \\*'\'. ea'i til i*»*d 
t'. ♦lucidate the merits of the matter at issue. .in<l at I«.4>t l< t tliOMi s^t 'hat th- ■» 
i:ne\ances aT>d th'-ires were of sntticient irnp<»rtanre to i»l\e r'se to de^ »te tn 
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England, where they are not and cannot be immediately represented, owing 
to distance, otherwise than by sympathy, and from whence laws, alterations 
and all matters emanate in which they are expected to concur without the pos- 
sibility of a voice or vote on the question. The course pursued in Bro. Portal's 
case is regarded by many as intended to smother the matter, and the Inde- 
pendents congratulate themselves on the course they have pursued, and they 
gain converts. 

In the same number of the Magazine (July) the Brethren say that the 
proceedings of the legitimate P. G. L. and the Independent G. L. are so mixed 
together, that either ignorance or carelessness must prevail in England on 
the subject of Canadian affairs to a very great extent, and on that account 
some change is desirable. Those who preserved their loyalty, who were the 
majority, whatever they may be now, are annoyed and chagrined because 
nothing at all has yet been done by the G. L. of England, although nearly 
twelve months have elapsed since the self-styled G. L. of Canada declared 
itself. While the P. G. L. of U. C. has received neither advice, instructions nor 
encouragement, the Independents have been busily labouring, appealing to that 
particular fact, gaining converts, printing, publishing and leaving no stone un- 
turned to secure their object Worthy men waver, feeling themselves unsup- 
ported, and finally, although retaining all their English affection, but losing 
hope and confidence, they reluctantly look to self-government They will, of 
course, be received with open arms by the self-constituted G. L. of Canada, 
to which they will give in their adherence, unless the loyal P. G. L. is driven 
to declare its own independence. 

It will be well for the G. L. of England to remember thai Canadian Ma- 
sons do not at this distance feel that they positively depend upon it for the 
continuance of their Masonic privileges, but that they are sure of a welcome 
from other Bodies, even altho' their original tie is severed. In the present 
anomalous state of things, Brethren who may be adverse to discipline and fancy 
themselves aggrieved by some stretch oi legal authority have only to walk over 
to the independents, who, although not countenanced, have not been punished 
or discountenanced by the authorities at home. In fact. Ireland, with only 
an ex parte statement for its guidance, has jumped at recognition, and in so 
doing has added to the confusion, and has forgotten that Canada is not her 
property, but that as a part of the Empire, England and Scotland should have 
been consulted. Upon reference to the papers accompanying this letter No. 
6, the M. W. the Earl of Zetland will tind an able article in relation to Ireland, 
extracted from the F. M. Monthly Magazine, published at Boston, by the G. 
Scc'y of the G. L. of Massachusetts, and which has an extensive circulation 

(Memo. See my letter to Lord Zetland of ist Februar>% 1858. I have 
blamed Ireland very unjustly, and I am glad to make atonement, by here 
recording my regret for an error committed in ignorance. T.D.H. 

Toronto, 3rd Feb'y, 1858.) 

I am not aware of any more information that I could render, otherwise 
than by transmitting certain printed documents, which, read in conjunction 
with this letter, may be of service to the M. \V. G, M. 

They consist of: 

1st. Proceedings of the P. G. L. in May. 1855, whereby His Lordship 
will sec that Bro. Wilson, the G. M. of the self-styled G. L. of Canada, first 
gave notice of a motion to divide U. C into three Masonic divisions, altho* 
he subsequently abandoned the project, and in respect to which proposed 
division I was in communication with you. and sent home several documents 

2nd. Proceedings of the P. G. L. in July. 1855. whereby His Lordship 
will perceive that a motion for a meeting of delegates in relation 10 the forma- 
tion of an Independent G. L. was rejected, and he will likewise <5ee a very in- 
teresting letter from the G. M. of the G. L of New York 
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3rd. The Statement of the original proceedings of the independents, and 
the formation of their self-styled G. L. of Canada. 

4th. A number of periodicals emanating from the so-called G. L. of 
Canada, and containing copy and address stated to have been sent to the G. L. 
of England 

5th. An important document published by the P. G. L. of U. C, which 
speaks for itself, and is intended to refute Nos. 3 and 4 

6th. Extracts from the F. M. Monthly Magazine published at Boston. U.S. 

7tH. A second number of the same periodical as No. 4, containing copy ol 
the most recent proceedings of the so-called G. L. of Canada, which will be 
found interesting, and in which the M. W. G. M. will see that my particular 
province is entirely omitted. I have marked several pnssaKes, the la<it of which 
is the most serious, and must have the effect of immediately bringing the fra- 
ternity into still greater antagonism here, unless some action is taken in Great 
Britain, inasmuch as that self-styled body has resolved to repudiate all new 
warrants not emanating from itself. 

You will see that the importance of the *' Mark " degree ha*; not csrape<l 
their notice. The present action of the G. L. of England in regard to it has 
created very considerable dissatisfaction, as it well might. The degree is im- 
perative on this side of the Atlantic, and the effect of the vacillation at home 
will be that it will be worked without permission being asked or cared for. 
I wrote very fully on the subject, but my communication has never been form- 
ally acknowledged, although I presume it has been made use of before the 
Board of General Purposes. I have likewise several times urged the appoint- 
ment of a superintendent to look after the Knglish R. A, Chapters in U. C. 
The D. G. M., Bro. Ridout. who is a Past 1st Principal, is well qualified. 
In a short tiqie this will be too late, and we shall have a self-const imicd G. Ch 
of Canada, and antagonism in Capitular as well as Craft Masonry 

In conclusion, I beg agam to request that the M. \V. G. M. will not feel 
displeased if I have expressed myself too candidly. 1 have Masonic interest at 
heart, and we are in a very unhappy conflicting state just now, ansmtc nearly, 
if not altogether, from the non-action of those in England, whom the Brethren 
have a right to look to and depend upon I have ever felt my appointment to 
be a high honor, and have ever endeavored to show my srnse of it bv the due 
and earnest performance of its duties. I have not the slightest \vi<h to be 
relieved from these duties, provided I can be of use. but should the M W the 
Earl of Zetland, wben taking into consideration the good of this provincr. an<l 
the satisfactory settlement of this unpleasant and difficult matter, deem it 
necessary for the well-being of our glorious institution here to cancel my ap- 
pointment, as quick decision is re<iuisite. 1 beg that he will not let me stand 
in his way (of course I cannot speak for the two other P. G Masters) but 
think of nothing so much as the vital interests of F. Masonry at large 

I beg to remain. V. W. Bro., 

Yours very fraternally, 

T. Douglas Harington. 

P G Supt and P G M.iMer. 
^uehec. Sec . rnMa<la 

It need scarcely be f^tated that the reply was satisfactorv t(» all 
present Their approbation culininatc<l in the fact that it wav. 

"Unanimously resolved — That R. W Pro HannKtou he hran«l\ thank* .1 
for the very satisfactory and able manner in which he h.is explained the \\.ints ot 
Masonry in Can.ida, and that he be requested to al'ow the c<»py oi hi^ lettot 
to become the property of the Provincial ( if and l.o<li;e. that it ina> he pre- 
served among its archives." 

R. W. Bro. T. D. TIarinGrt<^n havitii; e\'i»rovsC(l to the Oan«l 
Lodg:e his pratificatidii at the rcsolmion jnvt tinniunionslv a<loptod. 
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he, in accordance with the request contained therein, was pleased to 
place in the hands of the Grand Secretary, the copy of the letter 
referred to. 

This order of business was hardly finished, when the Grand Secre- 
tary rose and read the action of the M. W. the G. M. of England, and 
his remarks upon the Canadian situation. It was listened to in deep 
silence. Every word found its resting place in the minds of the 
hearers. As one present said: 

"It was easily seen that the chain of friendship which had bound the 
Canadian Craft to the mother Grand Lodge was being strained to its utmost 
tension." 

Those who spoke, including the Deputy Grand Master, did not 
hesitate in the expression of opinion, and after an hour's debate it was 
unanimously resolved: 

" That this Provincial Grand Lodge have been deeply pained that the Grand 
Master of England shotild have received in such a manner the constitutional 
conduct which this Provincial Grand Lodge have pursued throughout their 
difficulties and grievances, and their pain is rendered more intense that he 
should in any such manner have blamed for unconstitutional conduct the Dep. 
Prov. Grand Master, who has, by the direction of the Pro v. Grand Master, 
conducted the entire business of the Province, and whose zeal for Masonry 
and efforts to maintain it in unsullied purity have gained for him the deepest 
respect of all true Masons of Canada." 

Tlie officers of Grand Lodge were then appointed and an ad- 
journment made until the evening session. 

The hour of intermission was made good use of by the delegates. 
The opinion already expressed by resolution was only a faint intima- 
tion of what was to come, for after resuming business the debate was 
continued, and a series of resolutions was prepared, and not only sub- 
mitted but carried unanimously, to the effect: 

" That this Prov. Grand Lodge desire to express in the strongest terms 
their disapproval of the unjust and uncoiirteous treatment which they have 
experienced at the hands of the ^L \V. the Grand Master of England, and to 
express their conviction that most of the difficulties which have occurred in 
Canada have arisen from the loss or mislaying of documents, transmitted by 
this Prov. Grand Lodge, in the Grand Secretary's office, and which, If they 
had been properly preserved and carefully read, would have removed the 
lamentable ignorance of Canadian affairs, which has been exhibited by those 
high in office, who ought to have been better acquainted with our position." 

Bro. Canon Portal was not forgotten, and it was also resolved : 

" That the cordial thanks of the P. Grand Lodge be tendered to the Rev. G. 
R. Portal for the interest he has taken in our affairs, and that he be respectfully 
requested, as a member of the Board of General Purposes, to act as our repre- 
sentative in the Grand Lodge of England, and that the Grand Secretary be 
informed thereof." 

The indignity which the Craft in Canada had suffered at the 
hands of the M. W. the Grand Master of England was keenly felt. 
The excuse that a petition to the Grand Master was not one to Grand 
Lodge so aroused the brethren that from eight until ten o'clock the 
debate was carried on, not that there was any dispute as to what action 
should be taken, but some brethren would almost there and then have 
declared for the prompt severance of the tie, had it not been that others 
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felt that a better spirit should be shown out of regard for Bro. Portal 
and others who had asserted the rights of Canada. Finally a resolu- 
tion was prepared which met with the approval of all. It was 

** Resolved. That Brothers Harington. liarman, Richardson, Barron, 
Whitehead, Cumberland and Harding be a committee to embody fully in a 
Petition, with ample minutes and dates up to the present time, the grievances 
and present wants of the Brethren, and that the same be printed and sent 
round to every Lodge in Canada West, retaining its legal attachment to the 
Mother Grand Lodge of England, for their earnest consideration thereof, and 
that the R. W. Dep. Grand Master be respectfully requested to call a special 
meeting to confirm the petition for transmission to England." 

With all the friction caused by the English letters and a pos- 
sibility that the wrath of the Craft, expended as it had been, would 
be exhausted, it was doubtful if the knowledge that such a body as 
the Grand Lodge of Canada existed, but its position was not forgotten, 
and in the small hours of the morning, for it was about two o'clock^ 
a.m., it was resolved: 

"That the Lodges and inrliviHiial Brethren under this Jurisdiction are 
hereby strictly forbidden to hold any Masonic communication with the self- 
styled Grand Lodge of Canada, or any Lodge, or any individual having any 
connection therewith." 

The English friends of the Grand Lodge of Canada in this year, 
at last scored a point. The M. \V. the G. M. had given in gracefully 
and sa>\ that his commimicatirm concerning Canada must he dealt 
with by the governinj^ bod\, for: 

An emergent niertinK <•( tlie Ciraml I.o«|.jr ot l\ni»l,ind. prc^iidcd over by 
the Earl of Zetland. \va«: held on tljc lotb N<>\ttnhcr. iS5f>. and at that meeting 
a committee was appointed to consider colonial Masonic matters 

When the Grand Ma-^tcr's coniniunioati«»n relative to Canada came before 
the brethren, the Grand Master said: " Brethren, the next business is the com- 
munication read in Septeniher (Hoar, hear) T have no objection to refer 
it to the committee which you have iti^t appointed" (Loud and protracted 
cheering ^ 

The communication was accv^rdingly referred to the committee 
to report at a future meeting. 

There can he no doubt that the action of the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Ivngland, prior to the action of November, 1856, 
had intensified the hitter feeling that existed in Canada, for even many 
of the friends of the Provincial Grand Lo<li::o were not satisfied with 
the position assumed across the soa. Indeed, those in life to-day — 
the few left of the Craft day^ of 1S56 readily declare that if the action 
of July, 1855, at the provincial meeting at Niagara Falls had to be 
consiclcrcd again, the chanrt-N were that of tho<;e left in the pnwincial 
body after the secession, a good half would have stampeded to the 
banner of the independent hodv. which "^aw its beginning in Hamil- 
ton in October, i8^j; 
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CHAPTER CXI. 

Special Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodgb of Canada 
West, Called for the Purpose of Laying the Corner- 
stone OF THE Victoria Hall at Cobourg, 30TH Decem- 
ber, 1856. 

The corner-stone of the Victoria Hall, in connection with 
Victoria College, was to be laid in December, and those concerned had 
requested R. W. Bro. Sir A. X. MacNab, Grand Master of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge, to perform the duty. He did so. There were 
present: 

R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab, Bart., G. Master, on the Throne. 

R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master. 

V. W. Bro. Geo. W. Whitehead, G. Sen. Warden. 

V. W. Bro. John Harding, G Jun. Warden. 

W. Bro. The Rev. W. J. Mackenzie, as G. Chaplain, 

W. Bro. W. R. Corrigall. as G. Treasurer. 

W. Bro. Vizard, as G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Richardson. G. Secretary. 

Bro. Sidney Smith, as G. S. Deacon. 

W. Bro. Levi Bigelow, G. J. Deacon. 

Bro. William Hay, as G. Supt. Works. 

Bro. John Blackburn, as .^sst. G. D. of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. W. H. Wollcr. as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. Throop, as G. .Sword Bearer. 

Bro. H. Stickle, as G Tyler. 

W. Bro. Glover Bennett, carrying Cornucopia. 

W. Bro. William Weller, carrying Wine. 

W. Bro. John Powers, carrying Oil. 

Bro. S. P. Gross, carrying Ionic Light. 

Bro. Bullock, carrying Doric Light. 

Bro. G. M. Holmes. Corinthian Light. 

Bro. Sinclair. S. Warden's Column. 

Bro. Nichol. J. Warden's Column. 

Bro. Stewart. G. Master's Banner. 

Saint John's lodge. No. 5, Cobourg; The Ontario lodge. No. 20. Port 
Hope; The Corinthian lodge, No. 23, Peterborough; the Durham lodge, No. 
53, Newcastle. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form at i o'clock P.M. with solemn 
prayer. The R. W. the Grand Master having stated to the Grand Lodge the 
purpose for which it was assembled, a procession was formed, which marched 
in the usual order to the site of the intended building, the foundation stone of 
which was laid by the R. W. Provincial Grand Master, with the accustomed 
ceremonies (a handsome silver trowel having been presented to him for the pur- 
pose) ; the procession was then reformed and returned to the Lodge Room. 
The Grand Lodge was closed in due form at 3 o'clock P.M. with solemn 
prayer. 

The " British Colcmist." Toronto, contains the following account 
of the ceremony: 

The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the Victoria Hall at Ct)- 
bourg was perfornu-d by the Provincial Grand Master. Sir .\. N. MacNab. on 
December 30th. 1S56 

The proces^inn tormcd in the following order in front of the Globe Hotel 
and marched thro' the streets of the town in the following order: 
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Grand Marshal. 

Band, 

Rifle Company, 

Firemen — Company, 

Sons of T., 

A. F. & A. M., 

Constables, 

Mayor, 

Town Council. 

Sir A. MacNab was assisted by Messrs. T. G. Ridout, R. W. P. D. G. M.; 
Geo. W. Whitehead, S. G.W.; J. E. Harding, J. G. W.; W. J. McKenzic, G. C; 
— Vizard, G. Reg.; F. Richardson, G. Sec; W. R. Corrigall, G. T.; G. Smith, 
S. G. D.; J. G. Bigelow, J. G. D.; Wm. Hay, G. S. of W.; A. Dc Grassi, 
G, D. of C; J. Blackburn, asst D. of C, W. H. Wellcr, Purs.; — Throop, 
G. S. B.; Messrs. Chcrriman, VuUar, Arnott, Simmons, Marmion and C. 
Vizard, Grand Stewards; H. Stickle. Grand Tyler, and also by the Mayor and 
Town Council of Cobourg. 

The Mayor, D'Arcy Boulton, Esq., read the following address: 
To the Hon. Sir A. Mac Nab, Bart, Provincial Grand Master of Masons, etc. 

Honoured Sir: As the representative in this province of the great Ma- 
sonic fraternity, the municipal authorities of Cobourg hail your presence on 
this interesting occasion as a happy augury of success m the enterprise they 
have taken in hand. 

In incorporating the several objects of a Masonic lodge. Town hall and 
Court of Ju.sticc under one roof we desire also to combine in the one structure, 
unity of design, architectural beauty and skilful workman^^hip. 

The Mayor and Town Council of the town of Coh<»urg, appreciating the 
skill of the Craft, of which you arc here the honoured representative, desire 
to avail themselves of your presence and assistance upon this important occa- 
sion, that the foundation of this building may be laid with becoming ceremony 
and the character of the work be identified with the traditional importance of 
your superintendence, under the guidance of the Great Architect of the Uni- 
verse, whose overruling Providence we recognize and whose Divine protec- 
tion we invoke with grateful prayer. 

Sir Allan replied, echoing the words of the address presented to him. 

Mr. Thos. Gibbs Ridout, R. W. Prov. G.M., then delivered a brief addrcs<, 
which concluded thus: *' that the Victoria Hall may become a building for gcxul 
men and good deeds and promote harmony and brotherly love till the w«>rld 
itself, shall end," to which all the brethren replied, " So mote it be.'* 

The inscription on the stone was this: 

** This corner stone 

o! 

•' The Victoria Hall. 

Cobourg, 

was laid by the R. \V . tlie Hon. Sir .Mian Napier MacNah. Baronet. Provin- 
cial Grand Master of Free Ma.sons (or Canada West under the lunsdiction of 
the Grand l.odijc «it I'ti^land. a«i<iistcd by the R \V. the Provincial (irutul 
Lodge, and a number of the brethren in the presence of tho Mavor and Town 
Council of Cnlioufi?. the clergy, "iheriffs, mag!«itr.itr«;. \\'ar<lrn and .\tnniii|»,i' 
Council of the I'nited Counties of Northunil>rrlati<l and Durham, the Naiion.il 
Societies of St Gtor>»r. St /Nndrew and St Patrick, thr ( )range an<l < >«hl 
Fellow Societies, the V«ilunteer Fire Companies, tho itihabitantN «u* Col».»iirt: 
and the neighborhoiul. on Tues<lav. the .Wth day of l')ev'ejnher, .\ I") :S;f« 
-\ L 5856. in the twontirth year of the men of llrr Nfovt (ir.u'ii>u< M.i!f*.fv 
Queen Victoria. His Fxcellcnry Sir r«lniiiiid W'.ilkci Hr.>i| R.iri«M«»t !«• "j 
Governor-Grnera! of British North \mrrica " 
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Th^ silver trowel used on the occasion was furnished by Mr. Morrison, 
jeweller, King Street, Toronto, and was inscribed: 

Presented to 
Sir Allan Napier MacNab, P. G. M., 

of 

Free Masons, Canada West, 

by the 

Mayor and Town Council of Cobourg, 

on the 
Occasion of laying the corner stone of the 

Victoria Hall, 
Dec'r 30th, A.D. 1856, A.L. 5856. 

The year 1856 passed by without any matter of importance arising 
for adjudication. It could be observed that the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada had the call with a large number of people, for their lodges were 
gradually filling up, and their festivals, especially those of December, 
1856, were most successful. 



CHAPTER CXII. 

A Special Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Toronto, 8th Jan., 1857. — The Report 
of the Committee Appointed to Frame the Petition 
to England. 

The committee of the Provincial body had been at work and were 
ready early in January, 1857, to report to the Provincial Grand Lodge. 
An especial communication was held at Toronto on the 8th Jan., 1857, 
for the purpose of receiving the report of the committee appointed to 
frame the petition to England. There were present: 

R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master, in the Chair 

R. W. Bro. George W. Whitehead, G. Sen. Warden 

V. W^ Bro. John Harding, G. Jun. Warden. 

V. W. Bro. W. M. Jamieson, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Samuel B. Harman. G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Bro. William Graham, G. Jun. Deacon. 

Bro. F. W. Cumberland. G. Supt. W^orks. 

Bro. W. G. Storm. G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. Thomas Swinarton, G. Sword Bearer. 

Br<5: "William Hay, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. C. Burrell, G. Steward. 

Bro. James Foreman, G. Tyler. 

The report of the committee was then read as follows: 

" To the United Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of England. 

"The Memorial of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada West, under the jurisdiction of the United Grand Lodge of 
England, 
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* HUMBLY AND FRATERNALLY SHEWETH: 

" That the present unhappy differences existing among Masons in the 
<»nce happy and united Province of Canada arc deeply deplored by your 
Memorialists, who, having never wavered in their allegiance to your august 
Body, once more desire to embody in this their memorial, the circumstances 
which have led to these difficulties, and the only course they now see left to 
reconcile and allay them. 

" That, with reference to the formation of a Grand Lodge in Canada, your 
Memorialists cannot do better than quote from the Petition forwarded to the 
Grand Master of England in May, 1853, and which Petition will be found set 
out at length in the Appendix hereto, marked ' A.' (This petition, dated May. 
1853, has previously been given. 

" The paragraphs on this subject are as follows: 

" ' That the first Patent to call and establish a Provincial Grand Lodge in 
Canada West (then Upper Canada) was granted on the 7th day of March, 
A.L. 5792. by the Grand Lodge of England— of which I lis Grace the Duke 
of Atliol was Grand Master — to the Right Worshipful Brother William Jarvis; 
that upon the death of that R. W. Brother, no successor being appointed by 
the M. W. the Grand Master, dissensions had arisen in this Province among 
the Fraternity, and continued for many years, without a local governing power 
to restrain or check them. This was in a very great measure remedied by the 
appointment of Simon McGillivray, Esq., as Provincial Grand Masicr, who, 
on the 23rd of September, A.L.5822, opened, by virtue of his Patent from the 
United Grand Lodge of England, a Provincial Grand Lod^c at the City of 
Toronto. On his death the Provincial Grand Lodge fell into abeyance, and 
no Provincial Grand Master was thereafter formed until .A.L. 5^45. when k 
Patent was issued to the R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. Mac Nab. under which this 
fVovincial Grand Lodge is held. 

" ' That much enthusiasm was felt among the Upper Canadian Mascjus <>n 
tins re-establishment of a local governing body, as the careful tenor ot thnr 
proceedings in drafting their By-Laws and re-organizing the I*rovincjal Grand 
Lodge will, by reference to the minutes of the same, most fully testify 

' * That the highest respect was felt for their Provincial (jrand .Master. 
Sir .Allan N. MacNab, from his well-known and lon>; -tried devotion and 
patriotism in the cause of his country; but that, while such was warmly ac- 
knowledged, it was nevertheless well known to the Brethren that, in matters 
purely Masonic, the well-being of Masonry would depend on his appointing a 
Deputy Grand Master learned and skilled in our mysteries 

'* * That the appointment of the respected Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Esquire, as such, his Deputy, wa-; warmly 
received, and that it was clearly understood and expre«;sed by the Provincial 
Grand Master. Sir Allan N. MacNab, on his Installation, that he w«>nld work 
by his Deputy. 

That the burden of working the Provincial Grand Lodge h.»<. it may 
be affirmed, entirely devolved upon the Deputy Provincial (irand Master, whose 
devotion to the Order and attention on all occa»iions has been unremitting: 
in support of which your Memorialists would state, that r»ut of thirty-thtec 
meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge since its re-ornani/ation. only five 
have been pre^iided over by the Provincial (irand Mailer one of which was 
the occasion of hi«; Installation, and another the occasion of the Corner Stone 
of a Public Building being laid under the auspices of the Provinti.il Giand 
Lodge, and only three Regular Meetings have therefore been presided over 
by the Provincial Grand Master. The attention of the Grand !-odpc is par- 
ticularly directed to these facts, as they will be found U* boar up«->n matters 
which will be hereinafter introduced. 

That a main source of gratification and satisfaction in this, the re 
organization of the Provincial Grand Lodge, was based on the more intini.-.- 
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and fraternal union it was naturally expected it would create between Masons 
in this vast but distant province and your august body, to whom they could 
appeal, through this organization, for encouragement, support, guidance 
and counsel. 

" ' That with deep disappointment your Memorialists are bound to record 
that a reference to the Minute and Letter Books during the eleven years that 
have since passed, warrant them in saying that the intercourse with the Grand 
Lodge of England has, by the unhappy neglect of your body, resulted in a 
mere matter of Pounds, Shillings and Pence, the letters enclosing remit- 
tances for warrants and certificates being those alone which have occasionally 
been acknowledged by the Grand Secretary — ^they say occasionally, as even of 
these many are unanswered, while their Letters and Petitions on subjects of 
vital importance, not only to Masonry, but, as they will proceed to show, to 
the retention of that allegiance which it was once their proud boast to main- 
tain, have been either whofly neglected, or more latterly haughtily and in- 
sultingly rejected. 

*' * That your Memorialists advisedly use the word '* disappointment," 
which they would couple with the further expression of " deep regret '* at this 
complete frustration of their hopes and expectations; and your Memorialists 
now desire to record in detail, for the information of the Grand Lodge, the 
Resolutions and Petitions proposed and adopted by this Provincial Grand 
Lodge, with a view to obtaining from time to time such moderate extension 
of power, or, at the least, such fraternal counsel under refusal from the Grand 
Lodge, as would enable them to deal more fully with local difficulties; and 
they beg most particularly to call the attention of your august Body to the 
respectful attachment to the. Grand Lodge of England which is breathed in 
all these documents; and which if at length shaken can only have become so 
from long-continued and hopeless neglect. 

" ' On the 6th of June, 1850. a general feeling of dissatisfaction having 
been expressed at the neglect of correspondence, and the delay in the trans- 
mission of Certificates from the Grand Secretary's Office, and a further feeling 
(resulting from the same) of reluctance on the part of the Lodges here to 
continue to pay their Grand Lodge dues, the following Resolution was 
adopted : 

" * That a respectful Memorial be prepared under the Direction of the 
Provincial Grand Master from this Provincial Grand Lodge, and transmitted 
to the Grand Lodge of England, expressive of the fraternal attachment of this 
Grand Lodge to the Parent Lodge, and of their desire to promote the interests 
of Masonry under the English Constitutions : That with this view it is considered 
essentially necessary that the Grand Lodge should confer additional po^ycrs 
upon and extend the authority of this Grand Lodge so as to enable it to collect 
all dues payable to the Grand Lodge of England from the different Lodges 
in Upper Canada, and transmit them to the Grand Lodge of England, and to 
receive in return from the Grand Lodge of England the diplomas of all mem- 
bers to be sent for distribution by this Grand Lodge to the different Lodges 
in Upper Canada; That this concession, if granted, would, in the opinion of 
this Grand Lodge, tend greatly to the promotion and consolidation of Masonry 
in Upper Canada, as it would bring all the lodges into direct communication 
on essential and pecuniary matters with the Provincial Grand Lodge, thus 
making the Provincial Grand Lodge the medium of communication between 
all the Lodges in Upper Canada and the Grand Lodge 01 England* 

" A petition was accordingly prepared embod3'ing the above resolution 
and containing the following strong concluding paragraph: 

" * It is also considered by your Petitioners to be necc<;sary for the welfare 
of Masonry, that this Provincial Grand Lodge should be recognized and 
established as an independent Grand Lodge, with full power to control the 
working and operations of the Craft under its jurisdiction, for the accomplish- 
ment of which, your Petitioners humbly, respectfully and fraternally pray ynur 
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most Worshipful Body to do, or cause to be done, in the premises, whatever 
may be necessary and proper.* 

" Your Memorialists merely quote from this Petition to show that, even 
at this early day, the neglect of the Grand Lodge was the proposal for In- 
dependence, with a view to a more active Local Government, but, from the deep 
feeling of attachment still prevailing with the majority of the brethren, the 
adoption of this Petition was allowed to be deferred, and it was at length 
withdrawn. 

'* On the 20th October, 1852, the neglect of the Grand Lodge still con- 
tinuing, the subject of independence was again introduced, the following reso- 
lutions being unanimously adopted: 

" * I St. That this Grand Lodge entertains towards the Grand Lodge of 
Kiigland feelings of the highest respect and esteem, that it is our most ardent 
desire to cultivate those feelings, to advance the interests and to establiith 
upon a firmer basis the character of Masonry in this Province. 

" ' 2nd. That with a view to the carrying out of the pnni.iry objects of out 
time-honored institution, namely, that of being more tiHrttil to our fellow- 
creatures, it is necessary that all the funds accruing from tlic operations of the 
Craft in this Province be retained by this Grand Lodge 

'* * 3rd. That it is absolutely necessary for the weliare of Masonry that a 
separate Grand Lodge be established with full power to c<iiitri>l the working and 
operations of the Craft in this quarter of the (ilol)c: to M.ure whiih a Com* 
inittee be appointed to draft a Petition to the Graiul Lod^e o: 1- upland based 
on the foregoing Resolutions, praying lor permission to e-.i.il»liNli a Grand 
Lodge in that part of the Province of Canada lofnurU ronvmutmK I'ppcr 
Canada, with full power and authority to maiiaKe ami loutioi all matters con> 
nected with such Grand Lodge and all lod^^"^ workuK* unil« 1 ilu ( onstitution 
of the Grand Lodge of England; and that the said ( omnuttee be fully em- 
powered to carry on all correspondence with the Gr.nul l.o«ice ot hntiland lot 
the purpose of securing the absolute independence oj sucli iiran<i ]>odgc.' 

"On the 20th May, 1853, on the Minutes of the rtoxnuial <jrand Lodge 
being read, it was moved in amendment to their confirniation. 

"'That the Minutes of the Regular Coinnuinuation 01 the f*rovincial 
Grand Lodge, holden at Toronto, on the 20th and 2i«;i C>cl(d>rr. iS;j. he con- 
firmed with the exception of those Resolutions (N(»< -» and 3) praying f<.»r 
permission to establish an independent (irand Lodi:e ' 

'' Which was lost, and a Committee was appointed, and the Petition pre- 
pared and unanimously adopted, which is set out at length in the .\ppendix 
to the Memorial marked * A,* to which Petition anention is partsctilarly re- 
<|ucstcd, as it will be the subject of frequent remarks m ili'> Mnni -rial 

"In the Appendix, marked ' B,* (The FVtitiMi ot May. if<-<. ^^as .ir- 
conipanied by a letter frvmi Thomas Gihhs Rid..;it ili.- nrpiitv Pruxincial 
(irand Master, asking the Grand Secretary tn lay tl'.e pfUtion hti.>re ih«* Grand 
Master, the Earl of Zetland, urging that there sh<»iiM n<it Ur anv further delav. 
and pointing out the fact that the Canadian lodges iind<M the < irand Lodge of 
Ireland were about forming a Canadian Grand Lod.-e Thrre wire ai<io en- 
closed copies of letters sent on the 5th and lOth oi \l.»n'h oi \\w - imr year, 
which had enclosed a remittance of i^^ 4s. and one «i« £v» i'»"« '»d nett'uT o: 
which had been acknowledged by the (jrand Sccritarw^ oi Injlan-i aithoueh 
both bills had been paid at Glynn*< Rank m l.otnlon mi toe \pri! prc>ious 
Bro. Ridout pointed <iut that the Craft in Canaila ' vi,'». nd :» m'-w* «1eal oi 
annoyance by the non-arrival' of the varioux \>.iTTaiUv .m..; <!••. n»i«ents re- 
«ttiiredi will be next found the Ixtter of the Oepnty Provm.n' «ir.otd M,T«ter. 
enclosing this Petition, and in the latter par.ivi'aph of wlr.'- 1* .•.-••n is made 
lo the neglect in the of^ce of the Grand Secret irv > 

"On the 0th May. 1854— The Petjtir>ns and 1 eti«r<. r*"- i:*.:-' j unansuered 
and un.u knowledged. the following Resolution v\a<i .idopt.d 

"' I b.it the P. Grand Secretary do ft»rth\\it' wf!'- to f.. N! \\ .»rHlup"il 
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Master, through the Grand Registrar, stating that resolutions of the Provia- 
dal Grand Lodge of Canada were transmitted to the Grand Secretary in 
December last, and that no answer thereto has been received or acknow- 
ledgment thereof made, and that the correspondence connected with the 
transmission of said resolutions be at the same time forwarded: and further, 
that the Provincial Grand Lodge has suffered materially from the neglect of 
{he Grand Secretary's office in not acknowledging receipt of moneys trans- 
mitted on the 5th and 19th of March, 1853, as well for Lodge Charters as for 
Master Masons' Certificates, and the non-transmission of said Charters and 
Certificates.' 

" In compliance with this Resolution, the Provincial Grand Secretary ad- 
dressed the following letter to The Right Honourable and Most Worshipful 
the Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland. 



<. < 






Provincial Grand Lodge, C.W., 

"'Toronto, June 12, 1854. 
Most Worshipful Grand Master: 

I am instructed by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, as 
per enclosed Resolution, to transmit to your Lordship the several documents 
enclosed, which are true copies of those which have been forwarded, according 
to their several dates, to the Grand Secretary, but to which this Grand Lodge 
has not as yet received any reply. 

" ' I have the honour to be, your most obedient and humble servant, 

" ' (Signed) F. Richardson, 

* ' Pro. Grand SecreUry.* " 

"The documents enclosed were: 

" Copy Letter — Deputy Provincial Grand Master, enclosing Remittance, 
dated March 5, 1853. 

" Copy Letter — Deputy Provincial Grand Master, enclosing Remittance, 
dated March 19, 1853. 

" Copy Letter — Deputy Provincial Grand Master, with Petition (see Ap- 
pendix B.), Dec. 3, 1853. 

" Copy Letter, and Copy of Petition of May, 1853 (sec Appendix A.). 

" Still further to ensure the safe delivery of this communication, the Pro- 
vincial Grand Secretary forwarded the same for delivery at the Grand Regis- 
trar's Office, to Brother B. R. Townsend, of London; and your Memorialists 
have now before them the Report, bearing date the 25th of September. i855» 
of ' The Committee appointed by the Board of General Purposes to inquire 
into the Petition, allegations and statements of certain Brethren of the Craft 
in the Province of Canada West,' which states: 

" ' That the Remittances referred to in the Petition were received in letters 
severally dated 5th and 19th March, 1853, and respectively received on the 22nd 
March and 4th April, 1853, and the Committee regret to add that no proof 
was adduced to them of such remittances having been acknowledged, and no 
satisfactory reason suggested for the omission. 

" 'That the Petition to the Most Worshipful the Grand Master, from the 
said Brethren in Canada West, appeared to have been received on the 19th of 
December, 1853, but in consequence of his absence from town, the same was 
not laid before him until the latter end of February, 1854. 

" * That no directions have been given on the subject of the «aid Petition, 
which remains unanswered to this time.' 

" The report of this Committee is set out at length in the .\ppendix. under 
the letter ' C 

" Your Memorialists have quoted from it as above, in the body of their 
Memorial, to bring prominently hef<»re your notice the actual date of the re- 
ceipt of their Petititm. which has ne\er yet been acknowledged 

"On the nth May. 1855. a year later, hut still the Petition and letters 
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remaining unanswered, the followingr Notice of Motion and Resolution were 
adopted: 

"V. W. Br. W. M. Wilson, Master of Norfolk lodge, Simcoe. gave 
notice: 'That at the next Communication of this Grand Lodge, he will move 
that a Petition be forwarded to the Grand Lodge of England, prajring that 
R. W. Body to divide Upper Canada into three Masonic Divisions, establishing 
a Grand Lodge in each Division, and also that at the said Meeting a Delegate 
be appointed to proceed to England for the purpose of attending such matters 
as may be entrusted to him by this Grand Lodge.* 

"On motion, it was Resolved: * That the R. W. Master be requested to 
summon a lodge of Emergency, to be held as early in July as possible, for 
the purpose of taking into consid<fration the motion to be proposed by the 
mover of this resolution, and that the Grand Secretary be instructed to for- 
ward a copy of the motion to each Lodge under this jurisdiction, and such 
other matters as may be brought forward.' 

" On the 19th of July, 1855, a Special Meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge was held in compliance with the foregoing Resolution. At this meet* 
ing, one of the largest and most influential ever held in Canada, the feeling of 
excitement on the subject of the continued neglect of the Grand Lodge of 
England, had reached so great a height, that it was only through the strenu* 
ous exertions of the moderate party that the following Resolution was lost: 

" ' That a meeting of Delegates from all the Lodxis in the Province, under 
all jurisdictions, \yc invited to meet at an early day. to take the necessary steps 
for communicating with the (irand Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, for 
the purpose of forming an Independent Grand Lodge.' 

"And the following Resolution was adopted: 

"'That the Provincial (irand Secretary do forthwith write to the (irand 
Secretary of the Grand Lod^c of England, that it is the earnest and respectful 
desire of this Provincial (irand Lod(;e. that an ansucr be returned to the 
prayer of the petition of tins Provincial Grand Lodge, sent to the Grand Mas- 
ter on the 1st December, 1853, which answer, if returned forthwith, will lend 
to allay that intense excitement, already too prevalent in this Provincial (irand 
Lodge, and that the Secretary do send a copy of this KcM>Iution to the (irand 
Secretary.' 

" While towards the close of the meeting. 

" Br. Henry Crouse, Senior Warden of Norfolk lod^je, Siincoe. j^avc 
notice — 'That if our Petition for a Canadian Grand Lo<lk:c docs not meet with 
a favorable reception at the Grand Lodge of Knglaml. Norfolk lo<lge will 
again bring the subject up to be disposed of in ^iicli a manner as may be 
deemed proper.* 

" On the 23rd October. 1S55. the Provincial Grand Secretary had the 
painful duty to communicate to the Provincial Grand I.od.'o the first sece^si'«n 
from their allegiance m the case of Norfolk lodge. C<»uiity Simcoe, No. 500. 
while, to show the strong feeling of attachment still existing, the following 
Resolution was immediately adopted: 

"'That the Norfolk lodge, having ofTtcially noiifieti, under the Seal of 
the Lodge, this Provincial liran<l Lculye. that llu- said l.«Hti;c has thrt)\\n off 
its allegiance to the Grand l.odm' of Fngland. the ProMncial tirand Master 
be respectfidly reqiicMed t»> n«nify the Lodges. r«in.iining true to tluir al!c^: 
ance, that they are not tn aHniit to vi^it them any mrniher of «;a!(l Norfollx 
lodge, nor of any other I txlge which may r«d<»pt the ^aine vj-ir^^e. until the 
Provincial Grand Ma>-ter has received instructions ir«>m the (irand l.odg«* of 
England how to act ' 

" At this same meeting once more \va<; it r«";nlvc«l to sotV. a reply from 
the Grand Lodge of Fnglatul tt> their li>ng neglected Petition, and the fol- 
lowing str«mg Resolution wis adopted' 

"'That the Grand I o,it., of J-tiLdand be eainestlv r»<]ne<:trd to enter! lin, 
without lo^s «»f tiinr. the Petition of lhi< (irand I.o«lge. ior\>ari|e«l co long hacl< 
50a 
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as December, in 1853, as this Provincial Grand Lodge cannot but feel that the 
vital interests of Masonry in Canada are now at stake.' 

" Your Memorialists have thus recorded in detail the patient and earnest 
endeavor on the part of this Provincial Grand Lodge to avoid a schism with 
your august Body, but ere the next half-yearly meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, a large number of Brethren had withdrawn; and your Memorialists 
cannot in this their Memorial do more than allude to the organization of a 
Body styled The Grand Lodge of Canada, and annex the Appendix, under the 
letter " D," (This was the report from the Hamilton " Gazette " of November, 
1B55, giving an account of the Convention held at Hamilton, on the loth 
October, when the Grand Lodge of Canada was formed. It was practically 
the proceedings of the first meeting of the Grand Lodge), a copy of 
the published reports of their proceedings. Deeply deploring this 
event, although the very recital your Memorialists have just given must well 
nigh have led to the conclusion that such a contingency was inevitable, the 
Provincial Grand Lodge hreld firm to their allegiance, and in the following 
Resolutions showed their earnest desire still to maintain the same, whild cling- 
ing yet to the hope of receiving that consideration to which their patient 
loyalty, if nothing else, might well entitle them: 

" ' ist. That the Board of General Purposes be instructed to communicate 
the true position of this Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodges of England, Ire- 
land and Scotland, and all the Grand Lodges of the United States, as regards 
the movement of the self-styled Grand Lodge of Canada, stating the correct 
number of lodges present at the Convention in Hamilton, in October last, and 
from what Grand Lodges they hailed; the number df Lodges holding war- 
rants under the Grand Lodge of England, at the time of said movement; the 
number of Lodges which have seceded, and the number of new Lodges estab- 
lished since, under this jurisdiction. 

" ' 2nd. That this Grand Lodge has seen with satisfaction a notice in the 
April number of the London Freemasons' Magazine, signifying the inten- 
tion of Br. the Rev. George R. Portal, P. S. G. W., to introduce at the next 
Quarterly Meeting of the Grand Lodge of England a motion to the following 
eflFect: 

" * That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is expedient that the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West should enjoy all the immunities and 
privileges of an independent Grand Lodge, save and except that it shall once 
in every three years submit the names of one or more brethren to the M. W. 
the G. M. of England, who shall appoint one of them to be Prov. G. M.; and 
the Prov. G. M. so appointed shall exercise the same powers within his Pro- 
vince as are exercised by the M. W. the G. M. in England. That it i5 fur- 
ther expedient that the same privileges be accorded to other Foreign Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodges on their Petition; and the M. W. the G. M. is hereby 
respectfully requested to carry this resolution into effect at as early a period 
as possible,' and also, ' That the thanks of this G. L. are due and are hereby 
given to those Canadian Lodges, which have maintained their allegiance to the 
M. W. the G. M. and G. L. of England.' 

3rd. That this Provincial Grand Lodge heartily approves of the principle 
contained in the said intended motion, and would respectfully but strongly 
urge its adoption by the Grand Lodge of England, sati«?fied as they are that 
wide-spread dissatisfaction, resulting in disastrous consequences to the peace 
and prosperity of the fraternity in Canada will follow, should immediate action 
on their just complaints be longer delayed; that this Provincial Grand Lodge 
would supTtjest that the said Resolution be modified so as to provide that the 
election of the Grand Master be made by this Grand Lodge, with this proviso 
— that if disallowed by the Grard Lodge of England within six months after 
it shall have taken place, it shall be void, but otherwise have full force and 
effect. 
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4th. That the foregoing Rcsohitioii be transmitted by the G. S. of the G. 
L. of England, and that copies be torwarded by him to each of the G. Officers 
of the Grand Lodge of England, and to Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal, with a 
request that they will be pleased to support the same at the next Session of 
the Grand Lodge of Kn gland, after us receipt.' 

"The Report, prepared in accordance with Resolution No. I has been 
already forwarded to the Grand Lodge of England, but is again annexed hereto 
as Appendix £. (This was the report prepared and issued from the Grand 
Secretary's ofJice on May 8th, 1858), — 

" Your Memorialists now come to that stage of their narrative when they 
have to notice at length— not a reply from the Grand Lodge of England, 
for this has never yet been vouchsaied them — but an official publication under 
date of June, 1856, cuntamini^ tlic remarks of the Grand Master, as put forth 
with all the weight of his authority, when the matter of their Petition was at 
length brought forward (see .Appendix Fj. 

** But the desire and firm resolve on the part of your Memoriahsts to con- 
fine themselves in this their Memorial, within the due bounds of respect and 
moderation, in approaching your august Body, will not allow them to allude 
more than passingly to the observations therein recorded oi the M. \V. the 
Grand Master, the Karl oi /etiard. and the painful sensation they have created 
in the minds, as well of your Mnnorialists. as of all Masons desiring to pre- 
serve, amid repeated neyU-ot. their alKniance to the Grand Lodge of England. 
Your Memoriahsts nuuly drsju- lo append the resolutions adopted in Pro- 
vincial Grand LodKe on the j.^kI ut October, and. which have led to this Me- 
morial: 

" ' 1st. Resolved. That this I'lovincial Grand Lodge have been deeply 
pained that the Grand .Master oi l-.p.j^laiKl should have received in such a man- 
ner the constitutional conduct which this Provincial Grand Lodge have 
pursued throughout their dittkulties and grievances, and this pain is rendered 
more intense th.it he should in .my way have blamed for.unronstitutional con- 
duct the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, who hav by ilie direction of the 
Provincial Grand Masiei. conducted the entire busmes** oi the Province, and 
whose zeal for Masonry, and \vh«'sc etTorts to maintain it in unsullied purity, 
have gamed for him the deepest r«*spect and esteem ot all the Masons in Canada. 

** ' 2nd. That this Provjnn.T] <irand Lodge desire to express in the strong- 
est terms their disapproval 01 the unjust and uncouitcr)us treatment which 
they have experienced at the hands of the M. \V. (irand Master of England, 
and to express their C(»n\ ictiiui that most of the dilMculty which has occurred 
in Canada has arisen iiom the los<; or mislaying of documents transmitted by 
this Provincial Grand 1 m.'-^c m the Grand Secretary's Oltice. and which, if 
they had been properly picAcivcd and carefully read, would have removed the 
lamentable ignorance ot C\ina<l.an attairs which has been exhibited by those 
high in office who ouclit to h.ive heen better acquainted with our position. 

" * 3rd. That the coidial thanks of tins Provin:ial Grand Lodge be tendered 
to the Rev. G. R. Portal for the interest he has taken in our affairs, and that 
he be respectfully re<|uested as a member of the B()ard of General Purposes, to 
act, as our Representative at the Grand Lodv;e <if Knpland. and that the Grand 
Secretary be informed thereof 

"*4th. That inasmuch as this Provincial Grand Lodpe petitioned the 
Grand Lodge of Fn»:lan«l thr'^Uk'h the M. \V. the Grand Master, and in doing 
so wished to ten«irr. .xrA iniav^nn*! ihev were paying the highest compliment 
to the M. W. Gran«! Master, and in.isniurh as the M. W. Grand Master has 
refused tn allow the Grand Lndi^e of Knpland to be recognized in his person ; 
Be it Resolved. Tli.it this Pnixou-Ml ("Irand Lodge do now present a Petition 
to the Grand Lodee of Fpcland in tlu' place of the one forwarded to the M W 
the Grand Master 

** * 5th That Brethren TLiTlnL'tMn. ILirman, RichardsMU. Barron. Whitehead, 
rnmberland an*' H.Trdlnp ^^e n Committee Xw rmbodv fiillv in a Petition, with 
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ample minutes and dates up to the present time^ the grievances and present 
wants of the brethren, and that the same be pHnted and sent round to every 
Lodge in Canada West retaining its loyal attachment to the Grand Lodge 
of England for their earnest consideration thereof, and that the R. W. Deputy 
Grand Master be respectfully requested to call a Special Meeting to confirm 
the Petition for transmission to England/ 

" In conclusion, your Memorialists would firmly state that they consider 
the time has been allowed to pass when moderate concessions would bare 
more than satisfied the Masons of Canada, and that less than entire independ- 
ence as to the government of the Craft will not allay the excitement which now 
too largely prevails in this once happy, united and loyal Province. They 
would, therefore, respectfully memorialize your august Body to give recogni- 
tion to the establishment of this Provincial Grand Lodge as THE GRAND 
LODGE OF UPPER CANADA, with full and unrestricted powers, to. whom 
it will ever be a proud and grateful consideration, that hailing from the Grand 
Lodge of England they will remain essentially an English Grand Lodge in 
this the noblest Province of England's dominion; that their independence has 
been constitutional, and that her statutes will remain their law." 

After the reading of this report the Grand Secretary informed 
the Grand Lodge that he had forwarded to the Lodges under this juris- 
diction, copies of the Memorial, with a request that the several Mas- 
ters would call special meetings of their lodges to consider the same 
and communicate the result prior to the meeting to be held this day; 
in accordance with which request, the following lodges had given 
their entire and cordial approval of the Memorial: 

No. 1, St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto. 

No. 3, St. John's Lodge, Kingston. 

No. 4, Belleville Lodge, Belleville.' 

No. 5, St. John's Lodge, Cobourg. 

No. 7, Western Light Lodge, Bolton. 

No. 10, Union Goderich Lodge, Goderich. 

No. 18, Ionic Lodge, Toronto. 

No. 19, United Lodge, Brighton. 

No. 20, Ontario Lodge, Port Hope. 

No. 23, Corinthian Lodge, Peterborough. 

No, 25, Kemptville Lodge, Kemptville. 

No. 28, Jerusalem Lodge, Bowmanville. 

No. 29. Amity Lodge, Dunnville. 

No. 30, Rose Lodge, Sandwich. 

No. 34, St. George's Lodge, Gosfield. 

No. 36, Welland Lodge, Fonthill. 

No. 37, St. George's Lodge, London. : 

No. 38, King Solomon's Lodge, Woodstock. 

No. 39, Wellington Lodge, Chatham. 

No. 42, Madoc Lodge, Madoc. 

No. 43, Erie Lodge. Morpeth. 

No. 44, Consecon Lodge, Consecon. 

No. 45, Corinthian Lodge, Stanley's Mills, 

No. 46. Merrick ville Lodge. Merrick ville. 

No. 48, North Gower Lodge, North Gowor. 

No. 49, Doric Lodge, Ottawa. 

No. 50, Corinthian Lodge, Ottawa. 

No. 52. Simcoc Lodge. Simcoe. 

No. 54, Stirling Lodge, Stirling. 

No. 55. St. John's Lodge. Toronto. 
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This was from thirty Icdp^cs of the Provincial jurisdiction, and 
to a certain extent gave renewed confidence to the Provincial Lodge. 
The memorial was so satisfactory that it was adopted and ordered to 
be transmitted to the Grand Lodge of England with the following 
resolution: 

'• Resolved— That the Memorial now adopted by the Prov. Grand Lodge 
be foFMiarded through the proper channel, and that Brothers R.'H. Townsend 
and the Rev. G. R. Portal, the representative of this Prov. Grand Lodge, in 
the Grand ' Lodge of England, be requested to enforce the prayer of said 
Memorial." 

And in order to make the case still stronger it was also resolved 
that 

"The Provincial Grand Secrelaty be directed to forwaid 10 the Prov. 
Grand Master of Montreal and William Henry, and of Quebec and Three 
Rivers, copies 'of the. Memorial as adopted, and requesting the cooperation 
of their respective Grand Lodges in carrying out the prayer of the Memorial, 
and uniting in the foundation of 'a Grand Lodge of Canada.*' 

This cloied the work of the semi-annual meeting. 

The C.'anadian question was the principal topic of discussion in 
1857 amongst the members ot the Grand I-iulgt* of England. An 
emergent communication of the (irand Lodge of England was held on 
the I2th February, 1857, when Uro. the Rev (i. R. I'ortal rose to 
present certain petitions relative to ('anadian affairs. 

After a discussion as to whether the subject could be brought up 
at an emergent meeting. Bro. Portal moved, seconded by I'.arl Car- 
narvon: 

*' That a return be forthwith ordered from the Grand Secretary of Canada 
West, stating the'mimber of Provincial Grand Lodges held during the master- 
ship of the present Provincial Grand Master, and specifying those at which 
he presided in person ** ' 

Bro. Portal said: "One <»f the complaint<i made by the Canatiiaii brrthr«p 
was that their 'Provincial Grand Master neglected to a considerable cMoiii xUv 
business of his province. I, therefore, think it is important, in order tlut wc 
may be well informed concerning 'such a state of things as that winch cxi'Jts 
in Canada, that we should know whether the P (i. M. has held P (? Lod^c*; 

His high position must prevent him from attending as much to his Prov. 
Gr. Lodge as he oiiglit to. because he is the first Minister of the Croun 
in the colony. (Hear, hear.) But his being the first Minister of the Crown 
in that Province does not do away with the necessity of holding Provinci.«I 
Grand Lodges at which, of course, his Deputy could attend 

'* In the month 'of June last remarks fell in this lodge from the M. W. the 
G. M , which have been received as a matter of great offence in ('anada, and 
I cannot but hope that these remarks are capable of explanation (IIcAr, hear ) 
And I hope they have been merely misunderstood. 

•'The P. G. L. of'C. W. agreed on 2.ud Oct to a res«duli<>n. e.xpressini; 
dissatisfaction with the statement. A great deal will depend upon the (jucstion 
IS to whether the P. G. M. has or has not been present in his P. G Lodges 
If he has been una\oidal)ly ;«bvint. it would devolve up»m his deputy to ct»n- 
duct the business I am anxious, therefore, that we should know whether the 
P G. M. of Canada has or has not regularly held his lodges, or whether he 
has been unable to attend in person. I hope, therefore, that there will be no 
• opposition, and that Grand Lodxe will grant me the return I ask for." 

Bro. Oobic thought that as the P. G M is an officer under the direct 
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control of the G. M., the wording of the motion should be changed, as G. L. 
had no power over a P. G.M. An alteration would, however, meet the case. 

Canon Portal held that G. L. had control, and declined to make any altera- 
tion. The motion was carried. 

Matters in England were progressing. The M. W. the Grand 
Master, seeing the disaster that awaited the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West, if timely warning were not heeded, moderated his 
tone and was evidently impressed with the resolutions which had been 
forwarded him by the Provincial Lodge of Canada West. The Ma- 
sonic Chronicle and Grand Lodge Observer of 20th June, 1857, said: 

"The M. W. Grand 'Master next laid before the Grand Lodge a copy 01 
the communication which he addressed to the Provincial Grand Masters of 
the three Provincial Grand Lodges in 'Canada, and the answer which he had 
received from the Prov. Grand Secretary of Canada West, and a communica- 
tion on the subject addressed to him by W. Bro. W. W. Beach." 

• 

Bro. Beach was on a visit to Canada, and at the request of the 
M. W. the Grand Master of England undertook to enquire in!i» 
Masonic matters and to determine, if possible, a course which would 
be acceptable to the Canadian Masons. The communication whii'- 
was addressed by the M. W. the Grand Master of England to the 
Provincial Grand Lodge is given in full in the proceedings of the 
semi-annual communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held at 
Toronto, on the 30th June, 1857. It was written by the Grand Secre- 
tary of England by command of the M. W. the Grand Master, and 
announced the full transcript of his opinion. Briefly, this admitted 
that the complaints of the brethren of Canada were reasonable, and 
that the G. M. was not fully acquainted with the state of affairs in 
Canada when he last addressed the Grand Lodge. He felt that he 
could not grant all the privileges asked, because that would declare 
the Canadian body independent of the Grand Lodge of England 
However, he was willing to accept their nomination of a Grand ^f aster, 
the confirmation of which he would not withhold unless for valid 
reasons. In making this concession he announced only hi> own in- 
tention, and did not propose to alter the constitutions of England or 
bind his successors by his action. He also proposed a reduction of 
fees and for the issuance of blank certificates, so that delay in issuing 
such documents in the future would be impossible. He also thought 
that Provincial Grand Masters might be appointed in Canada, so that 
every lodge might be within reasonable distance of its Provincial 
Grand Lodge. He declined to allow the Provincial Grand Master of 
Canada to appoint subordinate P. G. M.*s. His letter was addressed 
to Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Provincial Grand Master for Canada 
West, and copies were sent not only to the Grand Lodgo of Canada 
West, but to Provincial Grand Masters in Lower Canada. 

The following is a copy of the letter sent by Rnv Tieach to the 
Earl of Zetland, in accordance with his promise to cn(|uirc into Cana- 
dian Masonic affairs: 

" To the Earl of Zetland. 

" Nfost Worshipful Grand Master: 

" I bej? to communicate to you some information relating to the affairs of 
Canada. When I arrived al Toronto your Lordship's letter had t»ccn received 
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a few days before. A meeting was summoned, to consiM of the most influen- 
tial Brethren, for the purpose of considering the best line of conduct. The 
Provincial Grand Master of Quebec and the Deputy Grand Master of Canada 
West attended, as well as many other Masters of Lodges. Your Lordship's 
letter was read, and appeared to give considerable satisfaction. Each Brother 
then proceeded to give his opinion on the subject. I was thus enabled to gain 
the information I desired. They appeared to be very desirous of maintaining 
their allegiance to the Grand I^ge of England, if such could be done without 
injury to the Canadian Masons. They acknowledg'^d that the concessions 
were large and gracefully bestowed, but that the time had gone by; they would 
have been considered ample, but that it was now too late. The Independent 
body had gained such strength that it was now impossible to resist ihcm. 
^fany of the most energetic Brethren in Canada were amongst their numbers. 
They were continually gaining proselytes. Many went over to them, but none 
returned. The greatest friends were debarred from Masonic intercourse, be- 
cause they belonged respectively to the legitimate and spurious body. Nothing 
could restore the happiness of the Provinces that failed to unite the whole of 
tlic Freemasons in Canada. The Independent movement might have been 
checked, but several causes render it now impossible. The Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, on being applied to for recognition of the Independent body as a 
Grand Lodge, wrote to the Grand Lodge of England for advice on the subject. 
Unfortunately no answer was received. The Grand Lodge of Ireland pro- 
ceeded to recognize the Independent body as a Grand Lodge, reserving her 
iurisdiction over any Lodge that did not wish to join tliem. It is almost need- 
less to say that this had greatly added to the diOicultics 

"The intelligence had just been received of the formation of a Grand 
Chapter by the Independent body. 

"At the funeral of Brother Zimmerman, a very larsr numlxT <»f Free 
masons attended to demonstrate their respect for the deceased The Dopiitv 
Provincial Grand Master oT Canada West and the Grand Master (^'* c.ill«ci) 
of the Independents were both present. In order to prevent any nnpK'asnm 
demonstration of feeling, it was thought advisable to re<|nest an Xmencm 
Grand Master to preside on the occasion. It is with great diMicnlty that a 
great proportion of our Lodges have been prevented from seceding Con- 
tinued motions have been announced and withdrawn l»v particular request In 
short, nothing short of Independence will suffice for the present emergency 
It is, therefore, the humble request of the Freemas<»ns in Canada, who still 
maintain their allegiance to you, M. W. Sir. and to tiie (irand Lod^e 01 Knv;- 
land, that you would be pleased to allow them to form an Independent Grand 
Lodge; that their Charters (after having been restored) miv:ht he returned to 
them, to hang in their Lodges as a memorial of the connection that h:<s so loni? 
existed. In the event of this concession being granted, the Iinlei»en(i«Mit IhmIv 
would agree to join them, and to elect a Grand Master, and that thev >\ould 
then recognize the Grand Lodge of England as their Court of .\ppeal 

*' Firmly persuaded as I am that this is the only sohition of the d-'Mouliy. 
I venture most earnestly to submit it for your Lordship's conside-a»'<»M If I 
can render anv further information I shall be happy to do so 

*' I have the honor to remain, yours fraternally. 

•■(SiKued^ \V Wither lU-aoh " 
•• Boodles. May 5. 1857" 

On arrivinp in Toronto, Hro. Reach had interviews with Hro*;. 
Ridont nnd Harinji^on. The day bef*>re he left Torcnito P»n>. KulKrd 
son. by instruction of the Deputy Grand Master, answered the lett-T 
of the Grand Secretary of Enpjland, dated i^th May, as follows* 

''Provincial Grand l.(»dee. Canada We^t 

'• Toronto Apiil <«:!». iS;; 

'* W Brother- I am commanded by the K \\' Peputy (irand Master u\ 
acknowledge the receipt of y*)ur communication. d.Ue«! the 13th March, and 
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to assure you, that although he duly appreciates the Masonic spirit which has 
dictated the statement made by the M. W. Grand Master to the Grand Lodge 
oi England, yet he fears that the concessions proposed in that statement are 
made at too late a period to be acceptable to the Canadian Craft, and that they 
will not bo^ sufficient- to allay the strong feeling of discontent prevailing 
throughout the whole of this jurisdiction. The Brethren are now waiting for 
a reply to the memorial of this Prov. Grand Master, laid before the Grand 
Lodge of England on the 4th day of March last, and it is the decided opinion 
of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master and the officers of his Grand Lodge, that 
should an unfavorable reply to that memorial be received, in three months 
from that date there will scarcely be a Lodge that will retain its allegiance to 
the Grand Lodge of England. W. Bro. Beach, of England, has just left this 
city, after passing a few hours amongst us; a number of the leading Masons 
(including fhe R. W. Prov. Grand Master for Quebec and Three Rivers) had 
an interview with him, and explained most fully the true position of Masonry 
in this Provmce at the present time. He clearly saw the hopelessness of any 
concession short of the prayer of the memorial being acceptable to the Cana- 
dian Craft, and I have no doubt he will convey to the M. W. Grand Master all 
the information he has received on Canadian affairs. 

" The R. W. Deputy Grand Master further commands me to say that it 
would be very desirable if a reply to the memorial could be transmitted to us 
before the;last week in 'May, as about that time our Prov. Grand Lodge will 
meet, and the Brethren are anxiously looking forward to that meeting, hoping 
to receive a positive and final reply to their appeal to the Grand Lodge of 
England. In conclusion, the R. W. Deputy Grand Master begs me to express 
his deep regret that the proposed concessions had not been made prior to the 
formation of the Independent Grand Lodge, which is now in full and success- 
ful operation; had such been done, he had no doubt that the proposed altera- 
tions in the constitution in regard to Colonial Lodges would have been surti- 
ctent to allay all dissensions, and to have prevented a severance of the Cana- 
dian Lodges from their Mother Grand Lodge, now he fears unavoidable. 

" I have the honor to be, W. Brother, 

" Yours fraternally. 
■'(Signed) Francis Richardsoji. P.G.S. 
" William H. White, Esq., Freemasons' Hall. London." 

During the visit of Bro. Beach to Canada the petition of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge had been laid before the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land by Bro. Portal, and had been referred to the Colonial Board, so 
that it was some weeks before an answer was sent to Canada. On 
the i6th April, 1857, the Colonial Board directed that an answer he 
transmitted to the Provincial Grand Lodge. Evidently the Colonial 
Board thought that expressions of regard and confidence in the loyalty 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge would hold the Canadian brethren in 
their fealty to the Grand Lodge of England. Subsequent events show 
that the Provincial Grand Lodge was not satisfied, for within a few 
months of the receipt of the reply of the Colonial Board, the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge passed out of existence in its union with tlu* Cirand 
Lodge of Canada. 

The letter of the Grand Secretary on this subject was as follows: 

" Freemasons' Hall. London. i6th April. 1857 

*' To Francis Richardson. Esq., P G.S.. Toronto. 

" Sir and Brother — I have the honor to inform you that the Memorial 
from the P. G. L., of Canada West, was presented to the (irand Lodge m* 
England by the W Brother, the Rev. G R Portal, at the (Quarterly Com- 
munication in March last, and was ordered to be referred to t'le Colonial Board 
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in conjunction with the M. W. the G. M., that a reply might be sent to the 
Provincial G. L. of Canada West at as early a period as possible. I am 
directed to transcribe for your information and that of the Prov. G. L. a com- 
munication from the \f \V. the G. M. to the Grand Lodge of England at the 
Quarterly Communication in March relative to Canada, in which he says: 

ril ere follows the Communication of the "M. W. the G. Master, dated 13th 
March, 1857.) 

" I am directed to express the earnest hope of this Grand I^odge, that the 
remedies proposed by the M. W. the G. M. will be found to meet the require- 
ments of the V. G. L. of Canada West, and that your P. G. L. will accept in 
the true Masonic spirit of brotherly love the frank and hearty expression of 
regret contained in the above recited communication, as the earnest of a 
sincere desire to co-operate with them in the promotion of the interests of our 
common order. 

" I am also desired to direct your attention to the appointment of a 
Colonial Board, for the sole purpose of transacting all business between the 
G. L. of ftlngland and the District G. Lodges as an assurance that no efforts 
will be wanting to prevent all ground for complaint in future. 

*' I am finally instructc<l to express to you the confidence entertained by 
this G. L. in the continued loyalty of the P. G. L. of Canada West, and its 
firm reliance upon the attachment to your mother G. L.. which has been so 
honorably manifested under circumstances of peculiar trial, and I am to assure 
vou that both the M VV. the it M. and the Colonial Board will be at all times 
most anxious to entertain any suggestions from your P. G. L.. as well as render 
you their utmost assistance in promoting the welfare and extending the in- 
fluence of your Provincial (irand Lodge. 

" I have the honor to remain, dear Sir and Brother, 
" Yours faithfully and fraternally. 

• (Signed) William IL White, G S. 
" By order of the Colonial Board. 

"(Signed I W. Burlton, President" 

These letters havinj^ been submitted at a quarterly communication 
of the Grand Lodge of I'lnf^laiul: 

R. W. Bro. Hall. P.G. M.. oi Cainbrulgeshire, moved that these communi- 
caiions be referred to the Colonial Board to report on them. 

V. W. Bro. HcndcrMm. C.R.. seconded the motion. 

V. W. Bro. Cox. G.C., inquired of Bro. Hall if he were to understand that 
those documents were to be laid before the Grand Lodge in September next 

The M. W. Grand Master said, that if it was the wish of Grand Lodge that 
they should be now read, he had not the slightest objection to their being so 

W. Bro. SaxdKC said that it did not appear to him extraordinary to retcr 
them to the Colonial Board, before they themselves knew anything about them 

W, Bro Jones thought they ought to be printed and placed before Grand 
Lodge, before they were called upon to take any steps in reference to them 
They related to a matter which had created a great deal of interest and excite- 
ment in the Cralt. .iiul he therefore thought the G. L. ought to be in a position 
to undcr^^taiul the <jue>tioii iiilly 

W Bro Binckes wniihl suggest that the difl'iculty might be got rid of if 
tlK•^e documents were reicired to the Colonial Board, with the understantling 
thai they were to he pr»ntr<l in extenso and appended to their report, no matter 
what the'Tiatiire oi llial report might be 

The M. W. Grand ^la^ter stated that the only objectit«n he had to their 
now being read at full length was. that they would occupy the whole ot the 
cxcning He therefore th«»ughl it better to refer them to the Colonial Board 
to report on the»n 

Bro Binckes agreed with the Nt. W. the G M tliat that was the n)«»st 
convenient course to adopt; hut he wished the G. L. to have a specific under- 
standing, that whatever might be the report of the Board, those document* 
should be printed and presented with it. 
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W. Bro. Rev. G. R. Portal— Most W. G. M., I think it would meet the 
desire of all parties, both those who wish that the time of the Grand Lodge 
should not be occupied by the reading of those docunients, and those who are 
of opinion that we should not be kept in ignorance of their contents, if the 
brethren will agree to the following resolution: That they be referred to the 
Colonial Board, with instructions to have them printed and to present them 
as an appendix to the report. 

W. Bro. Binckes said the resolution completely adopted his views, and 
he had therefore great pleasure in seconding it. 

The M. W. the G. M. having put the motion, it was agreed to. 

The Masonic press in England was discussing the situation, and 
shortly after the quarterly meeting of Grand Lodge, the " Masonic 
Observer," of Lcmdon, in its issue of June 20th, 1857, contained the 
following editorial: 

" A very accurate idea of the present state of feeling in Canada may be 
gathered from the important communication of the P. G. M. of Quebec, and 
from the lucid statement of Br. Beach, M.P., which we publish to-day. 

" From these documents it would appear that the Independent Grand 
Lodge has made such way as to threaten to absorb our own P. G. L., 
which has hitherto maintained its connection with England, and the only course 
that seems now to be open to us, if we desire to maintain the latter as an in- 
dependent body, is to establish them upon such a footing of self-government 
as will enable them to compete with the self-constituted G. L., and even to 
turn the tables and re-attract them into one common society. 

" There can, prima facie, be little question that union among Masons is the 
best guarantee for uniformity and efificiency, and it is, in itself, to be regretted 
that the necessity has arisen for loosing the bonds which joined England and 
Canada. 

" At the same time it is perhaps more important that there should be 
union between Canadian Masons themselves, than between England and a 
section of Canada; nor can it be supposed that a powerful and growing state 
will be content to merge its individuality in that representation of London 
Lodges which practically con.stitutes the G. L. of England. 

" As in politics, so in Masonry, local freedom of action must be given to 
the different local communities, and according to their several requirements, a 
common bond of union still, if possible, maintained. 

"This is the principle for which Lord Carnarvon, and those who support 
him in G. L., have contended for the last year; and a perusal of the documents 
before alluded to will, we think, convince our readers that, had that policy been 
adopted when first proposed, we should never have been involved in the diffi- 
culty in which we now find ourselves. 

"Two points strike us in connection with this subject: First, that virtual 
independence must be given fo the P. G. L. of Canada; and, secondly, that 
there is even yet a strong desire on the part of our trans-Atlantic brethren 
not to sever themselves entirely from the G. L. of England. This bemg so, 
wc do not think there need be much difficulty in satisfying the claims of Masonic 
justice while preserving the principle of Masonic unity. We should propose 
that the election of their P. G. M. be definitely placed in the hands of each 
Canadian P. G. L., allowing to the G. M. o! England a nominal veto upon 
such appointment, as well as requiring the consent of G. L. to any funda- 
mental change in the Book of Constitutions. In all other respects the entire 
management of their affairs might be well left to the District G Lodges, and 
we believe that such an arrangement as this would meet the rciiuireincnts of 
the case and we hope the wishes of the great body of Canadian Masons '* 

The " Masonic Observer " also said editorially : 
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" We commend to the attention of our Brethren of the Mark Dcprrce. the 
steps that have been, and are being, taken for the promotion of Mark Masonry 
in this country. The P. G. M. of Quebec tells us that the degree is ' impera- 
tive on this side of the Atlantic,' and that the Independent G. L. has accord- 
ingly made no small amount of Masonic capital out of the refusal of the G. L. 
of England to recognize it. We regretted that decision at that time, arising 
as it did from an ignorance of the first principles of Masonry, or as we call 
them, ' ancient landmarks ' ; and a consequent exaltation of second principles, 
or modern red-tapeism in their place. 

" There can be no question but that the Mark degree was anciently an in- 
herent element in every R. A., if not in every M. M. Lodge; and just as any 
true Masons, wherever met, constitute a lodge, without any warrant from a 
superior body, because there was anciently no superior body to grant one; so. 
wherever there was a chapter or a lodge, the Mark degree was conferred. Now 
however the degree has become isolated; and the question arises, how arc 
Mark Masters to perpetuate their Order?- 

" Some Brethren are for gcing to the G. C. of Scotland for a warrant 
Some, again, priding themselves upon a time-immemorial existence, continue 
their independent working: while others have obtained the sanction of a Scotch 
Chapter for doing in London what that Chapter would do for them if they 
were in Aberdeen. 

'* Wc foresee endless conflicts of Jurisdictions unless first principles ;irr 
kept steadily in view, and red tape stoutly resisted. Wc can see no reason im 
asking from Scotland for authority to separate degrees which ought to he 
united, and which, anyhow, Scotland has no power to dissociate. If Mark- 
Masons find themselves unable to work in a Craft Lodj^e. owing to the veto oi 
the G. L. of England, they are at perfect liberty to woik separately. an<i t«» 
form lodges wherever a sutVicicnt number of Mark Masons can be avsriuhUtl 
to do so. Or they may, if they please, do as the four London Lodye* difl >n 
1717, meet together and constUt.te a united body under the name ot a <i I. 
This latter course has been adopted by several influential and di«»tini^in'.h<*«1 
Brethren, who have nominated Lord Leigh their G M.: and we think ii will 
be found to be of advantage to the degree that as many lodjjes a<i |h»>mI»1« 
^'hould join this associated body. A powerful organization ujII thti- '»<• 
formed, at once national and comprehensive, which cannot tail in the extension 
and consolidation of Mark Masonry." 

The " Masonic Observer" contains a comnuinicaiion on the <\il> 
jcct of Canadian independence by NL \V. Hro. Tnrker. (iraiul M.i'^ior 
of \ crmont, to his Grand Lodp^e, relative to the status of tlu- " ln<lr- 
petulent Grand Lodije of Canada." 

It lays down with singular clearness and ability ihost- aiuiopt 
landn^arks which seem in danp^er of beings obliterated by the uphold- 
ers of tlie modern svstem of Freemasonrv, but which alone, nnc be- 
lieve. will afford a correct standard by which to test the Icj^itiniacy 
of any body of Masons, as they are certainly the only principles of 
action which are held in common reverence by the whole Masonir 
world : 

* (ir.uul Lodges, as they exi^^t at present, and as they have existed imm the 
\ear 1717, arc wholly new institutions. They are not institutions of atuio^' 
date, and have no odour of antiquity about them In the olden time everv 
single lodge was wholly independent, and the privilege of practising the Ma- 
sonic rites was inherent in Masons, when assembled tr»gether in due form, av 
individuals. The Charter obtained not far from the beginning of the fourth 
century, 'from the King and Council,* by Saint .Mhan. empowered tlw»x,- 
Masons simply to hold a * general Council.' which was called an * assem}»lv " 
That * Council * or * .^ssembly ' did not consist of members bv delegation from 
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lodges. It was a general one embracing the Craft, as it then existed in Eng- 
land at large, and it was the duty of every Mason to attend it, if he lived 
within fifty miles of the place of assemblage, and had proper warning. 

" Npr was the gathering of the Masons at the City of York, under Prince 
Edwin, in 926, a Grand Lodge, in any fair modern understanding of those 
♦erms. It was. a '.Congregation/ of Masons only, who composed a ' General 
Lodge,' of which he was Grand' Master. He was Grand Master of Masons, 
but not a Grand Lodge, as now understood, for no such Grand body then 
existed. 

" It is, doubtless, true, that the York ' Assembly ' exercised jurisdiction in 
its day over all the Masons of England; probably from 926 to 1567; but such 
jurisdiction was not considered by those Masons as exclusive. It was not 
thus acknowledged by them; for in that same year — 1567 — without reference to 
the York ' Assembly ' at all-^he Masons of the Southern part of England 
placed themselves independently under a new Grand Master, and there were 
for a long period of years two Grand Masters of that kingdom. 

" In the early part of the i8th century Masonry generally in England had 
fallen into desuetude. In the year 1715 four London Lodges assembled upon 
their own motion, and by their own voluntary action constituted themselves a 
' Grand Lodge, pro tempore.' At the annual assembly and feast, on Saint 
John the Baptist's day, 1717* these same Lodges, thus by self-action constituted 
into a Grand Lodge, for the first time adopted a regulation to restrain the old 
unlimited manner of Masonic Meetings, and to establish Lodges in certain 
places, which should be legally authorized to act by a warrant from the Grand 
Master, with the consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge, aild that, with- 
out such warrant, no Lodge should thereafter be deemed regular or consti- 
tutional. 

" Here, then, we have four Lodges, arranged upon the old systeni, congre- 
gating themselves together to inaugurate and establish a new one. The whole 
history of things at York was unheeded by them; no consent is asked from 
that quarter, nor is even the Grand Master of the Masons of England con- 
sulted, who was living in that same city of London, and who did not pay the 
debt of nature until the year 1723. 

*• From this action spread the Grand Lodge of England, which has come 
down to our times. Ireland followed first and Scotland succeeded her. I do 
not refer to any Masonic organizations of this kind on the continent of Europe, 
because with them we have no common policy, no long connection, and especi- 
ally because, upon this continent we have never looked to that quarter for 
Masonic precedent. 

" The beginning of Grand Lodges, as we understand these institutions in 
our own day, was established at the London meetings of the four Lodges <»f 
1715 and 1717. Ireland followed the path made by them. Scotland followed 
in a manner, though not identical, quite as independent: and the Grand Lodges 
on this side of the Atlantic have found no occasion for widening and enlargini< 
the precedent of 1715-17. 

•*The Grand Lodge of Ireland dated from 1730. Tt was formed in 'imi- 
tation of the Grand Lodge of England.* and chose for its tirM Grand Master 
a Brother who had been the previous year Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, 
of England. The constitution and usages of the Grand L^mIkc of England 
were adopted by it 

"The Grand Lodge of Scotland was formed in 1736. M.i^onry h-id then 
existed' in -tliat country for centuries; but not until November the 30th — St. 
.Andrew's day — of that year, did the lodges of that country assetuMe to organ- 
ize as a common body, and choose their own Grand Master Previously the 
Grand Mastership of Masons for Scotland had been hereditary in the family 
of Roslin. William Saint Clair, of Roslin, having intimated to his Masonic 
Brethren his wish to resign his hereditary Grand Mastership, assembled hi> 
Brethren of the Lodges in and about Edinburgh, and wished them to determine 
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upon a plan for the election of a Grand Master. Thirty-four Lodges appeared 
or were represented by their proxies, and at this meeting the office of Grand 
Master in Scotland became, for the first time, elective. This Grand Lodge had 
the assent of4he Grand Mastcnof Masons of Scotland for its formation, differ' 
ing in this particular from the Grand Lodge of England. 

" The entire history of the formation of these three Grand Lodges is over- 
whelming — I had almost said omnipotent — ^to prove, that they were all volun- 
tary Masonic associations, growing naturally out of the necessities of the 
Order, and assuming, as associations, the power of proper organization as an 
inherent right. It was never claimed — and it never can be truthfully claimed 
— that any ancient constitution conferred the riglu which was exercised. Old 
constitutions and charges may be studied for that in vain. The right to form 
such bodies was assumed, and the extent of jurisdiction was also assumed, and 
engrafted upon it, as well as the form and manner of Masonic government. 

" Neither of the three Grand Lodges thus formed went so far as to assume 
exclusive Masonic jurisdiction out of England, Ireland and Scotland. The 
only exclusive power assumed was to their own respective territories. When 
those were passed at home they exercised a common power. Whenever any 
one of them might grant a warrant of constitution, or locate a Provincial Grand 
Master abroad, either of the others might do the same. The Grand Lodges of 
England and Scotland so understood the subject, and both of them created 
Provincial Grand Masters in the colonies antecedent to the revolution. The 
subsequent history of the Masonic bodies established by those I'rovincul 
Grand Masters is full of interest, as bearing upon the (|uestion under considera- 
tion, and I shall have cause to refer to it in the course oi my examination ot 
this subject. 

'' One at least of the Provincial Grand M.isters. appointed by the Grand 
Lodge of England, did not understand 'that tiie Amcruan revolution sc\cred 
!he Masonic connection between the parent proper an<l the newly created 
states upon this Northern continent. In i7<^i H. W. Bro. John Johnson, then 
the English Grand Master of Lower Canada, planted a warrant ol C(»nstitu 
tion to his Excellency Thomas Chattrrton. then (jo\eriM>r oi the State ot 
Vermont, and his associates,* for the establishment of a Lo<lKe at V'crgennes. 
by the name of Dorche.Mer Lodge. Thi** Lodne was duly eonsiituted untlei 
that warrant, and worked under it until October. i7<>4. ^hen. in connection 
with the other Lodges of Massachusetts and New York, it aided in torniii.^i: 
the present Grand Lodge of Vermont, and. lorcibly severing; its connection with 
Canada, has ever since hailed under the new jurisdiction I lie Provincial 
Grand Master of Canada never complained oi tins action, or denied the right 
ot Dorchester Lodge, of its own ni«>tion. to make the se\erance and aid in 
establishing a new and independent jurisdiction 

** The Canadian Masonic action ol the loth of October, 1855. !ia<. in ^ome 
quarters, been treated as analogous to the various Masonic revolutions in the 
State of New York. To my own conceptions no analogy was ever more absurd 
Had England exi)erienced a division of her own Grand LodKc. by revolutionary 
means, on the soil of England at home, the cases would have some resemblance 
to each other; but they have no more rcsenih>ljnce of revolution now than th< 
formation of the last Grand Liulne of Michi^jan- by I.tidKes lioiding warr.ur* 
from the Grand Lodge of New York—has oi revolutionary action toward? tint 
Slate. Michigan had the right to go al<»ne when she wa-- Masonirally and c-^n 
stitutionally strong enough, on well rec<'k'ni/e«l pniuip'e^. as Vermont I' li 
and many other States, and as the> did without < \cepti««n frotn any tjinrter 

"The Masons 0! Canada were. t«» a lar^ie extent, men who«;e hirthp'.ir*»s 
were abroad The sympathies t>f their metnbets wcie br^rely with their 
mother country across the ocean, and this n.uural and h.>norable feeling was 
all-powerful with them to prevent any lashne^s or <!i«-ic<|>ert townrfU Mhotr 
foreign Masonic jurisdictions to which ihey acl- nowlrdwed .I'lepiance Knnn- 
ing and feeling the inconveniences of their position, the nev''ert of xhr'^v wan» ;. 
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and the denial of their just rights, they submitted to years of humble complaint, 
of brotherly solicitation, of manly petitioning, and of mild remonstrance, and 
they submitted in vain. No kind response, no appreciation of self-evident 
wrongs breathes its gentle breath across the broad Atlantic. They were com- 
pelled at last, unwillingly to realize that all foreign hope was ended, and that 
the future of their Masonic happiness must depend upon themselves. Thus 
situated, forty-one Lodges, holding warrants of constitution under the authority 
of the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, after circulating notice 
of their intention for several months, assembled at Hamilton on the loth day of 
October, 1855, severed all foreign connection and constituted themselves a 
Grand Lodge for Canada. 

" The wrongs and grievances to which I refer have been sometimes denied, 
and the representations of these forty-one Lodges have been cavilled at by 
enmity and hawked at by ignorance; but an earlier justification has already 
come than the new Grand Lodge could have anticipated, and its own truth is 
sustained even from the mouths of its opponents. On the 23rd day of October 
last the body of Canadian Masons which styles itself ' the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Canada West, under the United Grand 
Lodge of England,' which body still acknowledges and adheres to its foreign 
allegiance, memorialized the Grand Lodge of England upon its position, and in 
that memorial has set forth substantially the existence of the same grievances 
which had been previously set forth, and which, having been treated with scorn 
and contempt in the quarter to which they were addressed, had forced the forty- 
one Lodges to their independent action of October loth, 1855. 

" Had the forty-one Lodges of Canada postponed their action and con- 
tinued to bear oppression longer, subsequent events have shown that ' scorpions ' 
were doomed to succeed the ' whips,' and that while they remained within the 
portal of foreign jurisdiction, they must leave all hope upon the outside. At 
the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of England, on the 4th of 
June, 1856, when a petition from Canada West was alluded to by a member 
upon the floor, which petition had been presented to the Grand Master, and 
notice had been given of a motion by Bro. Portal, ' for granting privileges to 
the Prov. Grand Lodge of Canada West,' the Grand Master announced, even 
before the motion was brought forward, that he should ' refuse putting it from 
the chair.' He went on to remark that ' the Grand Lodge had nothing to do 
with the petition,' and added, ' that he was perfectly justified in ignoring it* 
He refused also to read a part of the petition. 

" Upon this practice the Grand Lodge of England is a m3rth, having no 
substantial entity whatever; or, if it has any appreciable existence, it is but 
as the shadow of the Most Worshipful Earl of Zetland. I know not how 
these occurrences may strike the minds of the Brethren of this Grand Lodge; 
but I am compelled to admit that no intellectual chemistry can find anything 
in my own conceptions which has the least affinity for them. A Grand Master 
quite as many years as any living Brother on this side of the Atlantic, and so 
far as I know on the other. I have a right to believe that the Masonic world 
will give me credit for having no disposition to restrict the legitimate prero- 
gatives of that exalted station; but when the Brother thus situated, and thus 
responsible to the Masonic world at large, assumes an entire personal control 
over petitions, gratuitously refuses to put motions growing out of them, even 
before they were oflFcrod. and withholds from his Grand Lodge the contents 
of papers in which that body is interested. T can see only in those acts simple, 
unmitigated, unalloyed despotism. It is recedinf? to the ape of darkness and of 
iron. Masonry is too intelligent and enlightened to sanction it. If the Grand 
Lodge of England yields to it, she has arrived at the hour when the rising sun 
of her East should be transferred tu represent the setting sun of her West, and 
in that changed position it will most appropriately emblematirr her declining 
Masonic glory." 
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smoothly for the future. I am bound to say, however, that I was not ac- 
(|uainted with the whole »Ute of affairs relating t<j Canada West, when I ad- 
dressed the (irand Lodge on a former occasion, and lliat there has been some 
icnhision with reference to the so-called Independent Grand Lodge of Canada 
and the Provincial Grand Lodge of the same place. With the former I need 
hardly say that we have nothing to do; they have thrown off their allegiance 
tc the Grand Lodge of Kngland, and that without returning the Warrants 
which they hold under it; to them I applied the term * rebellious,' and I think 
Grand Lodge will agree with me that I did not unjustly apply that term. 

• 2. Since that I have carefully considered the subject. I have given it the 
best atten;ioii in my power, and I h;i\e Cdiuc to the conclusion that I may, 
without any sacrifice of t!.e pruilegis with which I am invested as your (iraiid 
Master, make such a concession to them ami to their wants, as will saiisiy 
them. In order that 1 may be understood, 1 must call your attention to the 
requests which were made to me in the petition first received. 

• A. They petitioned to have tiie power o! electing their own Prov. Grand 
Master. 

' B That they shoihl rcvai.i all lees ol exery son and kind 

• C. That their l*ro\ incial Grand Master should grant warrants tor new 
Lodges. 

' D. That he shtnild be empowered to apponit Subordinate Frov (irand 
Masters. 

■ K. The (irand Lodge should still retain a supervising power. 

• 3. This, it will be nt <mce perceived, would be. if granted, to declare ihctn, 
to all intents and purposes, a body independent ol the Grand Lodge of Kng- 
land. I need hardly point out to ycm that this was a course I could not consent 
to. for it wouhl have amounted to a subxersion ol the Constitution and Laws 
of Knglish Masonry, and had that petitnm received a reply, which I much wish 
had been sent to it, it could on!> h.ive been replied to by a direct nev;a!ive. I 
was naturally an\iou^ to preserx.- unimpiired in my own person, and to hand 
doxvn to my suci es^or. privileges ami prer<»gatives with which you have eniriisted 
me as your (irand Master, not fiom any desire 0! mine own or for my own 
personal sake — lor let me assure yon that the appointment of ofti(er«; is a verv 
irksome and frequently very unenviable t.isk but solely as represent ing tiu- 
Grand Lodge of Kngland. 1 am as anxious noxv. as I was then, to m.nntain 
the privileges of the (irand Master intact, because I conceive that it c<»nduces 
to the xveliare of the Craft that I should do so, but I have, after caiciul con- 
sideration, and upon more lull information, come to the conclusion that I may 
artord the relief desired by our Canadian brethren without a s.icnfire ol those 
privileges 

• 4. The Canadian Masons contend that they li.ive as full and ample means 
of judging x\ho would best serve their interests .md those i>! Masonry, as their 
Provincial Grand Master, whilst I. at this disi.mce. have not the same favor- 
able opportunity. 1 feel the force of that remark, and taking into coijsidcra- 
l:on all the circumstances. I am prepare<l U* s.ix. that I will consnler the pro- 
priety of appointing as Provincial Grand NLister of Canada West any br»»ther 
whom they shall report to me as most acceptable to themselves; tiny may do 
this if they desire it. either in the form «»i a resolution of the Provincial Gr.oid 
L<»dge. or in such other way as may be agreed upon, such nomination "lull l>e 
subject only to niv approval, and I need hardly say. that 1 sluuild \kv\ u to 
be my duty m niaktny this ofler n««t to withhold my nomination oi such a 
a brother so lecoimm-iMkil. unless for weighty rtasoii> \%hich I should b» pre- 
pared to lustify. In making this concession, I hejf it to be clearly unth r-iood. 
that I only announce my own intention, ami do n<»t propose to c<in-ent tu 
any alteration of the laxvs. that in nomm.iting a Provincial Ciraiul Master 
recommended by the Provincial Grand Lodsre. T thereby should do s.i of mv 
oxvn free will and though I will set an eN.miptr. I will n<»t consent i«. bind 
my successor 
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' 5. As regards the question of fees, I have already laid a scheme before 
you which I am told is recommended for your adoption by the Colonial Board. 

• The present fees payable by the Canadians are: 

For Registration los., of which one-halt goes to Provincial Grand Lodge. 
Certificates 6s. 6d., total, i6s. 6d. 

Fees proposed by the Grand Master : 
Registration and Certificate together, 7s. 6d. 

The whole scale of fees will stand thus: 

, , i^ * . Colonial & Foreign 

London. Country. Lodges. 

Registration and Certificaies. .. .£t. 7. 6, £0. 17. o. £0. 7. 6. 

To Fund of Benevolence o. 4. o. o. 2, o. Nil. 

' I may say that the question of fees is a matter of secondary importance, 
for I am sure that a mere money consideration will never influence us in our 
dealings with our Canadian brethren. 

' 6. I have already provided for the issuing of blank certificates in such 
number as will prevent any further complaints arising on that score, whilst, 
as regards the issuing of warrants, I must remind brethren that such a power, 
or an equivalent to it, has always been exercised by the Provincial Grand 
Masters of Colonial Grand Lodges, who have hitherto granted dispensations 
for the holding of new Lodges, warrants for which are never refused. This 
is a matter, however, together with that regarding fees, which may properly 
bi; left to the Colonial Board, who will advise us on the matter. 

* 7. Some representations have reached me on the subject of sub-dividing 
the districts of Canada, and I am inclined to think that from the extent of the 
Province, the number of lodges, and the distance of many of them from any 
one central situation, that it would be advisable to divide it. I have received 
a communication from the Provincial Grand Master of Quebec and several 
petitions on this subject, and I may state that it is my intention, after consult- 
ing with brethren on the spot, to take steps to sub-divide the district and it» 
appoint other Provincial Grand Masters, so that every lodge in the Canadas 
will be within reasonable distance of its Provincial Grand Lodge. 

■ 8. There is one point more to which I must refer, namely, to the demand 
that the Provincial Grand Master of Canada shall be empowered to appoint 
subordinate Provincial Grand Masters and Provincial Grand Lodges; thi>. 
I at once .^^ay. I cannot consent to. The appointment of Provincial Mastrr 
ever has been, and. in my opinion, ought ever to remain a part of the pre- 
rogative of the Grand Master for the time being, just as the appointment tn 
oflicers rests with the Masters of private lodges. I have already stated that 1 
hnve determined on further <;ub-dividing the Canadian districts, and I shall not 
be slow in listening to the expressed wishes of the brethren as to the appoint 
n>cnt of a Provincial Grand Master, who will be acceptable to them. I mav 
here remark that this determination has not been come to without mature 
consideration, and I can appeal to at least one member of Grand Lodge, who 
takes a great interest in this (luesiion, as to the fact of having expre^sitl t<» 
Inm my intention to take this course so long ago as the 3rd January last 

'9. I believe tliat by this concession I shall not have derogated from thoic 
p««wers an.^ pii\ilcv:cs which 1 have received from you; my obicct has bicn. 
and that ironi no scltish motive, to preserve them: I am e<|nally sure that >on 
hnve no wish to iiivade ihem The mainienrtnce of their allegiance by the 
Canadian ^T.^xons is to be <ie<;ired. and is rjuite .ns much for their advant.-^ge 
as ours. I believe that th.c j)lan 1 have prMj>«»c^<l. and the c<»nces<;jons I ha\c 
expressed my uillingnos to make, will be .satisfactory both to you and to our 
Canadian brethren I thought it better to make this announcement to you 
at the present nu)mint. as T trust it will he the means of bringing the matter 
to an amicable termination, and will save .niy protracted discussion in Grand 
Lodge. I have. I repeat, civen the matter my anxious and attentive consider.! 
lion. T think that tniHer the circtimstnnce*; >ou miv sntely trust th.it the af» 
pointment of Pmxincial Grand M.i>ters will he si-nle<l hy me to the satisiaett«.n 
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01 the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada, and the details will be carried out 
by the Colonial Board. 

' 10. I trust I have done justice. I repeat my regret that the matter has 
not been settled before, and I know that I may rely in full confidence on that 
support which you liave never yet withheld from me in the endeavor to dis- 
charge my duty as your Grand Master' 

I have further to inform you that this communication of the Grand Master 
was received by a Grand Lodge of larger than usual nun\bers with great satis- 
faction and acclamation. 

The Grand Master's object in making this communication arises from his 
desire that no time should be lost in your being made acquainted with his 
\iews. in order that the Canadian Masons may have the earliest opportunity 
of availing themselves of the advantages sought to be conveyed to them by the 
proposed concessions ofTcrcd by His Lordship, or to make any suggestions 
or observations which tliey may be desirous of submitting to him. 

The Grand Ma<;ter fiirthri commands me to state that the arrangements 
nhich he has made f«»r the future conduct of the correspondence and com- 
munications of colonial lodges, are sucli as will secure to them for the future 
prompt and effectual attention. 

The (irand Master directs me to echo the expressions contained in para- 
eraph g. and to state to you his earnest hope that the concession he has made 
to the wishes of ihe ct>loniaI brethren will be not only acceptable to them and 
l)e the mean*; or allaying those feelings of irritation which have naturally 
.Ti^cn. but may also he the means of bringing back to their allegiance those 
loHi^cs, which he cannot hut think, have lost «iinht of their best interests in 
fe\ering themselves from the protection of the (irand Lodge of England. 

At a later p« imkI of the exening, the memorial which had been entrusted 
t«» Brother, the Ke\ G R Portal, was presenie<l to (jrand Lodge, but no 
i'"-vUSsion H'MJ. pl.ue tlirreon. it being nnanunonslv agreed, upon the motion 
• »:' Brother P.«rial. M^tnnltd l»y Lord Panninre. that after the announcement 
witch the (iiainl \l.i^!«r h.td been pleaded to make, that the Memorial should 
Sc referred t<» ihe Colonial Hoard 

1 ha\e to rt'nust thai you will comnuiincaie to me, with as little delay as 
jf^F'^ihle. any ««:t!s^e^tions vou may desire to make, together with your views 
"'. referein'e t«' «.»rrvitiir ont the desire expressed by the Grand Master in 
parMvrrnnh ~ 

I have tlie honor t«» be. 

\\or<hipfnl Brother. vour< fraternallv. 

William U. White. 

Grand Secret.! rv 

f • ilalut- i\l. li.OrKon. I'.vij , 

Pro\ini-i.i* ( Ir.md Secrclary 

Canada WcM 

Tin* f irand Secretary then read his reply to this letter, which, 
:.l»)}()noli |n•^^i«»nKI^ oiven. may be repeated liere:- 

Grand L<»dgc Canada West, 

Toronto. April 6th. 1857. 

\V Brt.thi r I .on ronnnanded by the R W. Dep Grand Master to acknow- 
''dpe the r'*<-eipt "f votir rotnMinniration d.ited the i.uh March, and to a^^ure 
\'\\ that, ;»'t''o«ijh It f'flv ipp-eriate«: tl>e .M.isonir spirit which ha^ dirtatcl 
•he ^.tateineTt '^kmU h\ *\\r \\ \V (»rand M »<ter to the Grand Ltxiue of Fni? 
^^nd vet h«' fe.ir^ th.«» Mh r.inri»v<:ion< i>ropovoil in that statement are made 
at too late a p( rtod tt. he aeetpt »Me to the Canndian Craft, and that they will 
not he «:ti»'''«-i« nt !«• .\V.\\ the <tron<j ft^clin? of di«;content prevailing tlirontrhont 
♦he whole of thj'j iuri«^r|irtton 

The hr.-tlf.Ti are now \\aifinjr for a reply to the memorial of this Prov. 
'traml I odjr hid Ut U^rr the Grand 1 ode** of Fn^land on the 4th ^farch last. 
r.'id It is the <h»*>«'i«l opinion of the R W f^ep Grand Master, and of the 
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orticcrs of his Prov. Grand Lodge, that should an unfavourable reply be re- 
ceived to that nieinorial, in three months there will be scarcely a lodge that 
will retain its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England. 

VV. Bro. Beach of England has just left this city after passing a few hours 
with us. A number of the leading Masons (including the R. W. Prov, Grand 
Master for Quebec and Three Rivers) had an interview with him, and ex- 
plained most fully the true position of Masonry in this province at the present 
time; he clearly saw the hopelessness of any concession, short of the prayer 
of our memorial, being acceptable to the Canadian Craft, and I have no doubt 
he will convey to the M. W. Grand Master, all the information he has received 
or Canadian affairs. 

The R. W. Dep. Grand Master further commands me to say, that it would 
be very desirable if a reply to the memorial could be transmitted to us before 
the last week in May, as about that time our Prov. Grand Lodge will meet, 
and the brethren arc anxiously looking forward to that meeting, hoping to 
receive a positive and final reply to their appeal to the Grand Lodge ot 
England. 

Ill conclusion, the R. W. Dep. Grand Master begs me to express his deep 
regret that the proi)osed concessions had not been made prior to the forma- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Canada, which is now in operation. Had such 
been done, he has no doubt that the proposed alteration in the Book of Con- 
stitution in regard to the colonies, would have been sufficient to allay all 
c*issension. and to have prevented a severance of the Canadian lodges from 
their mother Grand Lodge, now, he fears, unavoidable. 

I have the honor to be, 

Worshipful Brother, yours fraternally, 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 
To William 11. While. Esq., P. Grand Secretary. 

Grand Secretary. 
Freemasons' Hall, London. 

The Provincial (irand Secretary stated that he had yet anotlier 
letter that would be necessary to read, viz.: that from the Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England, sent by order of the Colon- 
ial Board. It read: 

Freemasons* Hall, 

London. April i6lh. 1857 
Francis Richardson. Es(|., 

Provincial Grand Secretary. 

Sir and Brother: — 

I have the honor to inform you that the memorial from the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West was presented to the Grand Lodge of England 
by the W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal, at the quarterly Communication la 
^larch last, and was ordered to be referred to the Colonial Board in conjunc- 
tion with the M. W. the Grand Master, that a reply might be sent to the Prov- 
incial Grand Lodge of Canada West at as early a period as possible. 

I am directed to transcribe for your information and that of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, a communication from the M. W. the Grand Master to the 
Grand Lodge of England, at the quarterly Communication in March, relative 
to Canada, in which he says: 

(The conMni'nicaiion is the same as that contained in the letter of the 
secretary of the (iraiid Lodge of England to the secretary of the Prov. Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, as before.) 

I am furtlier directed to express the earnest hope of this Grand Lodge 
that the remedies proposed by the M. W. Grand Master will he found to meet 
the requirements of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and thai 
your Provincial Grand Lodge will accept, in the true Masonic spirit of broth- 
erly love, the frank and hearty expression of regret contained in the above 
recited communication, as the earnest of a sincere desire to co-operjie wiili 
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tlitm in the promotion of the interests of our common order. I am also de- 
sired to direct your attention to the appointment of a Colonial Board, for tlie 
sole purpose of transacting all business between the Grand Lod^c of KiiRland 
and the District (trand Lodges, as an assurance that no efforts will be wantinK 
to prevent all ground for complaint in future. I am finally instructed lu 
express to you the confidence entertained by this Grand Lodge in the ci>n- 
tinned loyalty of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and its firm 
reliance upon that attachment to your mother Grand Lodge which has been so 
honorably manifested, under circumstances of peculiar trial, and I am to 
assure yon that both the M. W. the Grand Master and the Colonial B<»ard 
will be at all times most anxious to entertain any suggestions trom your 
Provincial Gratid Lodtjr. as well as to render you their utmost assistance in 
proMioting the ucliarc and extending the influence of your Provincial Grand 
Lodge. 

I have the hfmor to remain. Sir and Brother, 

Yours faithfully and fraternal I v 

William H. White. 

Grand Secretary. 
By order of the Colonial Board. 

William lUirlton. P. P. (jrand Master, Bengal. Chairman 

These letters did not chanjj:e nor *;tay the tide of opinion that 
had set in aj^ainst luijx^and. In fact, the tnemhers of the Provincial 
I jily would scared) take time to hear the j)atronizin^ letter of the 
Grand Master of l-Jij^land. The day for discussion had passed; that 
for action had come. The determination of the men who had lu'cn 
driven from corner tt) corner hy the nnreasc)nal)le views exj)re*ised 
by the (irand Kast in Mnj;Iand found vent in a seri :s of nsolutions. 
th( tenor of which was very definite. 

" Resolved— riiat whereas the mrmnrial addressed li\ thi^ l*io\tn«i.i' 
Grand Lodpe to the (irand Lod^e of I'.ni^land. rer«»fds. with .lecnrirv .mil 
Iniih. the <lirt.cnlties under which the cratt in ('anada has lon^j suttered the 
grirvancc^. nej^K'Ct ami iiidiKinty with wliu h tins (irand Lod^e ha^ lor iimhv 
years been trenied by the (iraiKl l.o<lk;e oi luixlaiid. the ihvuiuon uhuli h.is 
resulted in the Order. an<l the ultimate d.invjer with vvliuh Max nr> m thi^ 
province i«? conseiinently threatened; and where^is. no definite rejM\ h.i^ vei 
been vouchsafed to tliat respectful memorial. uliiUt the eorrespoinlfiice. ni«:| 
read by the (irand Secretary. affor<U no reasonable hope tint tlie prmlet'i- 
pr.ive«I for. a< necessary to the well h<'niij an<l st.tbiiity »>l the Crait in this 
proxinre. will be eoneedeil. 

*' Kesol\ed--'riial with unfeigned gnel tins Pinxnuial (ii ir.d 1 d-.-e. 11 
fidrlity to the ( )nlir wilhm this provnue. is 1 onstr.tined tn <ltilarf r'.ai ^» pi- 
rate orvrani/ation is necessary for the ettuienrx and Nt.ilnliix ««i I- rt< JiM-^-'nty 
in Canada " 

** ResoKcd — That f>n the confirmation of llie forei:»»itn; res«»lM'i- r i.it i*"- 
next ensuinp nieetinj? o{ tlii«i Provincial (irand Lodge) this (irand I '»di!e sl^i'i 
declare itself an independent (irand Lodijc. all xvarrants from the ("iraiid I.-mU'c 
of Fntrlnnd beinvr returned thereto " 

'* Rcsn'vcd' That the tnieiests of Masnnrv re«|nire that innp«T un ix «•! 
the Cr.Nit sh«Milil l»e rcstoTetl am' niainliim «1 thr^inulHuit the Pm»\ •;. e 

"That tln< ProxincMl (^rand 1 '»dw'e 1m in>; actuated h\ the -;»••: ->•' •' • 
forrpoiiiir resoltiiton. ami aree^ititn; an inx>t«tion «ii an anxions de^iM «•!» !'»• 
part of the Members of the Grand L^diie of Cina«li for an uimni xvth tin- r 
composing i]y\^ Proxincial (irand Lo<li»e. xvith ? xiexv to the rr«.t«»ra»;"in «»• 
perfect uinty a?ii«'ni:^t l''ieeinav«in«; m Canatla." 

"Resfilxtd 1 hat the committee appointed on the 2}u\ (">tt.»'»ir i>^''' 
be re-appMinteil with p«»xxer to take <\\c\\ mea-nres as ihey in.ix C"Hisi.i r 
nfre5<nfv and evpidu-nt to effect sijch nmlx ard to niett ai-\ ('oii-pnttee 
app/^inted tor a hixe purp'^e by xxlneh the (irand I «»di;e of Ctn.idi .\*m\ xxitl 
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them to negotiate preliminary terms on which such re-union may be accom- 
plished and consolidated, reporting at the next meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge," 

*• Resolved — That the memorial and letters be placed on the minutes of the 
Grand Lodge." 

This closed the work of the Provincial body for this communi- 
cation. Since the last meeting Unity lodge, No. 40, Paris, Canada 
West, had gone over to the Grand Lod^e of Canada, and the new 
body was making such headway that a strong feeling prevailed that 
even the action of the Provincial Grand Lodge at its present meeting 
could not hold on its roll many of the lodges which, though loyal lo 
the Provincial body, favored the Grand Lodge recently formed. 



CHAPTER CXIV 

Thk Second Year of the Grand Lodge of Canada — The Oi e^^- 
TiON of Masonic Union Discussed — ^The Action of the 
Independent Body Approved by Sister Grand Lodges. 

The year 1857 was one of much anxiety to the Canadian Craft. 
The proceedings of the convention of October, 1855, and the organi- 
zation of the (jrand Lodi^e had created an intense interest in the 
Masonic world. The Craft press discussed the situation from every 
point of vantage. Those who edited the correspondence pages o: 
foreign jurisdictions had many and varied views to offer, and the most 
enlightened minds dealt with the all-absorbing Canadian situation, a:» 
one that when solved would form a precedent which couhl never be 
effaced from the tablets of jurisprudence and Masonic procedure. M. 
W. Bro. Wilson, naturally anxious to have a personal knowledi^e of 
the condition of the Craft in all parts of his jurisdiction, and having 
visited nearly all of the eighteen lodges in Upper Canada determined 
to visit the eastern section of the jurisdiction, and examine the work 
in the lodges of the eastern townships district in the lower province, 
inspecting the lodges at the eastern end of Upper Canada on his return 
homeward. 

Prior to his journey he had instituted Alma lodge at Gall, and in- 
stalled its officers. His eastern tour was pleasant and satisfactory. 
and proved that the brethren of Lower Canada were active workers. 
On his return he laid with Masonic honors the corner stone of Grace 
Episcopal church at Rrantford. a ceremonial which brought out a large 
gathering of the Craft. Twelve lodecs were represented and a hundre.l 
members of Grand Lodge and the Craft were present. W. l>ro. C. R 
Wilkes and the members of Rrant lodge. No. 22. Rrantford. had more 
than ordinary interest in an event which stimulated Masonrv to a great 
extent in that part of the jurisdiction. 

During the vear tlie leaders of the Craft in the Grand T-CKl<ro rf 
Canada discussed the auestion of ^fasonic union and the ^satisfaction 
that would accnie if all the bodies in Canada could become united 
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The feeling was reciprocated by many of the members of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West, but the desire did not materialize 
into anything like decided form, indeed, at least one action of the 
brethren under the obedience of England did not strengthen the effort 
for union. In November M. W. Bro. Wilson was informed by a letter 
from the mayor of the town of Cobourg that the corporation of that 
place had by resolution retjuested him to lay the corner stone of the 
town hall about to be erected. There could be no mistake as to the 
request and the desire that the Grand Lodge of Canada should perform 
the ceremony. The Craft were duly summoned and preparations made 
to make the day an eventful one, but other influences had been at 
work. The Cobourg lodge, which was under the jurisdiction of tlu- 
IVovincial (jrand Lo<lge of Canada West, and other lodges which still 
held allegiance to Mngland, objected to the ceremony being performed 
by the Cjrand Ltnlge of Canada, and so strong an inlhience was e.\frted 
upon the mayor and members of the corporation that it was deemed 
piudent to withdraw the invitation. M. W. Bro. Wilson cancelled the 
ap]K)intment made. and. as was expected, the corner stone was laid 
bv Sir Allan \. MacXab. the (irand Master of the Provincial (irand 
Lodge of Canada West. The entire proceedings createti conNi<ierable 
C(»mment and awakened an unexpected and kindly feelini; anion i:; 
even members of the linglish ol>edience because of the unfratenial 
manner in which the (irand Lodge of Canaila had been treated. 

On the 22nd of January, 1856, a new Masonic hall, leased 1>> the 
numbers of St. Thomas lodge, formerly Xo. j.^j. on the Irish rei;i<iier. 
now on the roll of the Grand Ixnlge of C"ana<la. wa-^ de<hrate(l l)\ .\1 
W. hro. Wilson. A large assemblage of Mason< was j>resent \n ad- 
dress was presented to the Grand Master. t<» wlneii he iittin^iN re- 
sponded. 

No event of the vear added more to the interest in ( rait w^rk 
than a visit paid by M. W. Bro. Wilson to tlie lirethien «m' loioiut^ 
in l)ecend)er of 1855. In this month the llanuUon and Toronto Kail- 
way was ojiened, an event which the citizens <>! loronit) celelnated 
on a magnificent scale. One of the enthusiastic railua\ proieetors 
oi the day was Bro. 1'". C. Capreol. of Kinj^ Solonions l<Hli;e, .\o jj. 
Toronto, a lodge which was largely in^^trninental ni the ni.i:imii,mon 
of the (jrand Lodge of Canada. One of the finest halN ni tlu- pro- 
vince was occupied by this lodge, and on the occasion of ilie ce'.elna 
tion referre<l to, the Cirand Master, and many of tiie iiran<i ottKers, 
with a large number of visitors, were entertaineil, an addrrss ni wel 
come being read bv Bro. Capreol, which was fillinulv resp<ni,iid it» 
h\ M. W. Bro Wiison. 

The largest funeral which as yet had taken place in the iv.ris 
diction was held on the l6th March, being the biin.i! of r.r.. S.iJMiel 
Zimmerman, a prominent capitalist and rail\\a\ cotiirartoi. wi'o was 
killetl in the teirible accident which (H'cnrre<l a tew d.i\s pr* » ." '-^Iv 
at the Oesjanlin's bridge, on the (ircat Western Kaiiwa\ at I lam 
ilton. 

While the Craft was making considerable progress, the w«t'L o** 
Capitnlar Masonrv was not f«>rj^otten. The oriuii'al Graixl I lMp»'*i 
of l'pp<T Cana<la. fonnded as early as iXrS. hail not a »'<mi 
timions existence, aiul the system wliiih nre\aile«l • ' Inuln-l m • •: :^> 
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the formaticMi of a Supreme Grand Chapter obtained in Canada. Con- 
sequently the work of the Royal Arch was given in chapters attached 
to Craft lodges. This was far from satisfactory, and, therefore, when 
the Grand Lodge of Canada was formed, it followed as a natural con- 
sequence, that the work of the higher degrees would be taken up by 
those who were interested in the Grand Lodge. Accordingly, on the 
2nd of April, 1857, as the outcome of a convention which had been 
previously held, the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Canada was duly 
formed, its officers elected and its advent published and proclaimed 
as a sovereign body, inviting fraternal recognition and intercourse 
with the other Grand Chapters of the world. 

It will be remembered that at the first communication of the 
Grand Lodge, a committee had been appointed to examine the work 
of the subordinate lodges, with the view to securing a uniform system 
for the jurisdiction. The question of union had been so frequently 
discussed that the Grand Master felt it would be more advantageous 
to await developments on that line before taking any action regard- 
ing the committee. There were three different rituals in vc^ue, and 
it was a grave question as to which would become standard. The 
Scotch brethren felt that even if their representation were small their 
work was excellent; the Irish brethren thought that as they had first 
raised the flag of independence their work should prevail; while tht 
brethren who had been allied with the English jurisdiction, asserted 
that if union ever came, they would be largely in the majority, an<l 
that, moreover, their work was cosmopolitan, compared with all 
others, except perhaps the so-called Irish work, which was in reality 
that of the United States. These differences of opinion caused the 
Grand Master to determine to quietly await the turn of events. 

M. W. Bro. Wilson saw that the ultimate success of the work 
lay in a union of t|ie Craft. He knew well that a si)irit of forbearance 
and fraternity could alone bring a successful issue, and that if a toler- 
ant feeling were evinced nothing would stand in the way of a united 
Craft in Canada. Personally he was on terms of friendship with the 
leaders of the Provincial Grand Lodjre. He had probably discussed 
the question of union, and saw that bv grentle handling the wished - 
for result could be obtained. One of the best informed Masons was 
Bro. Francis Richardson, the Grand Secretar>\ of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, on whose shoulders devolved to a great extent the 
clerical management, and whose advice pfuided tlie leaders in the 
councils of the Provincial bodv. M. \V. Bro Wilson, therefore, wrote 
to his friend and brother as follows: 

Sinicoc. J2\u\ June. 1S57 
Dear Brother Richardson: 

I am much pleased to learn that your Prnviuci -^ (hmihI TimIitc will nu*ci 
at Toronto on the 30th inM., and that smnc (Iivitlcd <tcp will tlun ho taken 
on the important <|uestion ot self-government I iTiost snueroly hope tint 
the brethren on that occasion will be actuateil h\ no otlier feehnj; than a de>irc 
for the good of the Craft. 

Union is essential to Masonry: and I tru'.t iliat many day*: will not Ik- 
allowed to pass away, before we can present t<» tlic Mav«>nic world a phalanv 
of united brethren. Our Grand Lodge will moot at MontrtVil imi the >^\h 
proximo, and I need scarcely say how doiii;htei1 I would be to moot you ant! 
everv member of vour Grand I.od^e on that occasion V->u h.i\e matn- hum 
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of Sterling ability and sound Masonic knowledge among you, wIkjsc scrvicex 
arc required, and whose talents are wanted to assist in building our grcai 
Masonic temple in this Province. For my own part, I shall never rest sati> 
lied until every good Mason in Canada is united uihUt one banner; and J 
am happy in the belief that these sentiments arc becoming more general, and 
that the members of the Craft, almost universally, are now desirous of for- 
getting the past and of becoming more united for the future. Waiting witii 
much anxiety the result of your meeting, but relying upon the triumph of 
sound Masonic principles, 

I continue, dear Bro. Richardson. 

Very truly and fraternally yours. 

.William M. Wil>ot. 

P.S. I had just finished my short letter to yon when thi- April and M »> 
niunbers of the London "Freemasons* Magazine" arrixcd; and although I 
had previously heard the result of the March nieotinir. vft I was glad to havi- 
an opportunity of reading an account of the procrcilin^s tn exiens.i Ynu 
must, of course, perceive that the Grand Lodge oi Ki)v;lan<l has reached ihnr 
utnu>st limit in the way of concessions to the Canadian Craft; and 1 inu«h 
mistake the character of the brethren, if they will rc^t sati^^tuMl with the ex- 
torted boons which are now so tardily proffered lor their acceptance. As tt> 
the (f. L. of I'jigland authoriring the formation oi a (irand Lo<l^e in Canada, 
or e\en promising to recognize t>ne when esiahli^lu <l. the hope iii.i> he a! once 
ahaiulonrd. No principle in Masonry is better iinderNio4Ml or moro v.'<netall\ 
received than this; that a Grand Lodtre cannot create a (iraml LoiIv»e; tin* 
proposition is too cMdeni to re<)nire argument I <lo hope, iheretore (and 
God knows the sincerity of tny wishes in this niatlen. thai the hrrtl.ien gt n*rr 
nllv will unite with iis in onr honest endeavors t » eN;.r» n*i ' »v in Cin 
n<'ta on that hasi< and in that position to whuti it is lustlv entiiied We hav<- 
taken the iiiitiatixe in the matter, ami alli'r «»v«'fiomim» m.uu di 1.. .rties wt 
ha\e a* len^'th siuce<'«led in pi. icing the (ir.md i '**\:.k' •►• ( .'n.id i :n -ii. )i a 
position helOre the Aiasomc world, that 1 iImhn »•' !♦ e\ t\ Cninlan NLiN.in 
should icel an honest ]>ritle in heinvj eiir«»lhtl innl r In r hann ; \ •.ini.»i. 
of the whole Crnit wonhl at once settle .ind diTM'r tIt m.itter wil-i th« --i- (iraivi 
l.o<l«"s who >till delay their recovjmtion. and I h »n -^tlv hehive tlia*. i.'.iw:!aivl 
would not be the last to do so. 

Von may ha\e t»hscr.ved m the printed piomdin^^ oj om 1.^: (in'id 
Lodge meeting, tliat a ctnnmittee. ct)nsi>ting ot the I) I) <i M '< ami -^iliers. 
had been appointed by me to evannne and rep<nt Ujon thr -A^if-x <»t tin 
\arions Lodges under our jurisdiction, with i't \ i w to the .♦•'••v.in •»! ,t 
I'liiforin system I ha\e hitherto «lelaNed cai'nu* t'.u nu'nd)ei«. ••' t! i t'nn 
millee ti)gethcr, indiilv^iti^ the ho]>e that a um<»n w.is .»♦ h.md ami t' i» .» matter 
of nucIi grave importance w<uihl he more vitisi .rtoflv settled .**i " t* :n heior- 
this desirable event It appears to me (ami I unte von liiiis iran ,Is hei m^r 
I beluNC that both you and our much estn-med hfoiiur Kid-mt .lu avin.ited 
!'V motives similar to niv own) ll; l ro dela\ shcui'd now like i»' .i*. in <li 
daring the intentions of the rr»>Mncial GraiiJ Lotl^e. m.in> d s^-r.!;!^ .it pr* 
sent latent and perliaps nniott-seen. hut whuh mi i: lit excntna'lv spnnv; m» 
would hy spced\ a<'li«Mi he oh\i.iie«l. and nui« 'i u>r'> ^s .ou'rvent .*"«! p«»sk!' « 
unpleasantness a\ oided 

T)»e <h\i^i' n whuh hn^ t.ik» n jd m e .oi'. ii«j'-t f^ h.t-- "m !«• •»•• «htf.' 
in the •riemllv let linw's I ha\ e e\ i-r e»»ti r l..*is» •! t«»\\.itd^ tl.'!"*! !»•«•! n n w l: 
whoni I was so long and happdy ass«ut,ited and .ill I fe.|i!i-i •!...:: liion i 
that thry will i»i\e me and those witli whom 1 .|. t »Mt-n loi tin «... ■•. !miiu«'\ 
and integrity of pniposc lhe> claim l«»r theni^-tUrx .i » I.tnn witMl' I .'.«"■' \ 
conc« »le to tln*m 

Vj.np I h.iv iMuch ple,»siue in suhK^n'-n-j pusvIj 

\s \ (TV ''ll'' ei r' \ \ iMlf ^ 

\\.n., .. \\ WW .T, 
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This letter had its effect. Bro. Richardson laid it before his 
leaders and urged the acceptance of the friendly terms suggested. 

The meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge was held on the 
30th June, 1857. and all resolutions previously passed affecting the 
intercourse of the bodies were rescinded. The following resolutions 
were passed, ana copies sent to M. W. Bro. Wilson: 

" Resolved — ' That the interests of Masonry require that perfect unity oi 
the Craft should be restoied and maintained throughout the Province. 

"'That this Provincial Grand Lodge being actuated by the spirit of the 
foregoing resolution, and accepting an intimation of an anxious desire on llic 
part of the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada for an union with those 
composing the Provincial Grand Lodge, with a view to the restoration of per- 
fect unity amongst Freemasons in Canada/ 

" Resolved — ' That the committee appoiiited on the 23rd October. 1856, be 
re-appointed, with power to take such nicasures as they may consider neces- 
sary and expedient to effect such unity, and to meet any committee appointed 
for a like purpose by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and with them to negotiate 
preliminary terms on which such re-union may be accomplished and consoli- 
dated, reporting at the next meeting of this Grand Lodge,' " 

A committee had been appointed on the 23rd of October, 1856, 
by the Provincial Grand Lodge, in order if possible, to arrive at a 
basis for union, but the bitter feeling which followed the establish- 
ment of the Grand Lodge of Canada indicated that any chance of suc- 
cess in the direction of union would be for the time futile. The 
Grand Lodges of the continent had not been silent upon the Cana- 
dian question, and twenty-two of them expressed opinions, through 
their Committees on Foreign Correspondence. u|X)n the action of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Perhaps the most exhaustive opinion came from the Grand 
Lodge of Florida, which occu]Med eighteen pages of small tvpe, deal- 
ing with every possible phase of the case and endorsing the action of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The Grand Lodges of Ireland, Vermont, Kentucky, South Caro- 
lina, Louisiana, Michigan, Iowa. The District of Columbia, Texas, 
and Florida, approved of the course of the Canadian brethren, en- 
dorsing their action in a warm and eulogistic manner, and in many 
instances not only was recognition conveyed but resolutions com- 
mendatory of the course pursued were passed. On the other hand, 
the Grand Lo<lges of England. Scotland, Massachusetts, New York. 
Missouri and Virginia, were adverse in their opinions. 

On Wednesday, the 8th of July, 1857, the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada met in the Masonic Hall. Montreal, in its second annual com- 
munication, M. W. Bro. Wni. M. Wilson in the chair. Thirty-four 
warranted lodges were represented, and ten lodges under dispensa- 
tion. Including (irand ofifieers. tliere were about one hundred re- 
presentatives present. The Committee on Credentials in its report 
included the oflicers and re];reseiUatives of the lodges under dispen- 
satioui whom they recommended to be admitted and take part in the 
proceedinf's of Grand I>od<re. 

The Rev. Kli Bidlon. the Giand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge 
of Vermont, was admitted and honored with a seat on the <lais. This 
honor was especial! v merited, for \'ermont had been most inUspoken 
in its opinion of the Canarlian movement. 
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The finances of Grand Lodge had been the subject of much 
thoughtful consideration during the year, and while there had been 
a manifest improvement in the state of the funds, there was yet a 
large amount of revenue outstanding, occasioned by the neglect of 
lodges to make their returns. 

The receipts were £354. lis. 2d. and the disbursements 1173. Hs. 
7d. leaving a balance of £181. 2s. 7d., exclusive of a balance in the 
hands of the (irand Secretary of £16. 5s. id., making the actual amount 
in hand £197. 7s. 8d. It is interesting to note these figures and com- 
pare them with the returns of the present day. The books and acconnis 
of Grand Lodge showed a satisfactory position, the amount rtctivoi 
being sufficiently large to meet the expenditure required. 

The new constitution of Grand Lodge had been discussed b\ all 
the lodges, and no less than fifty-six amendments were otTcrod at ihi- 
communication. These amendments were referred to the conuniticc 
on the Constitution, and reported on. Many of the proposed change* 
were carried, including those which precluded members from belong- 
ing to more than one lodge, that the Cirand Master could hoUi ottice 
for more than two years, and that no alteration could be made m ihc 
Constitution without six nu>iith<* notice being given to thr < irainl 
Secretary. 

The rei>orts of the District Deputy Grand Masters for the ci^ihi 
districts were not unnneresling. as being the first of the kind pic 
sented. R. W. Hro. W. H. Simi>son. as the D. D. G. .M. of the (An- 
tral district, reported that Hro. Kdward Barker of Kingston had n-^t 
complied with the instructions of Grand Lodge with rei^ard to tlu- 
w*arrant for Cataraqui lodge, but that when complied wiih. a <li'-|u n 
sation would issue, lu tins district a dispensation hatl l>een ]^-.iud 
for a lodge at the village of Maitland, styled St. James* lodge. I his 
lodge occupied the oldest part of the Canadian jurisdiction, for wiOiin 
a few miles of Maitland was. and still i*^. the housr of \V. Rro \*\\c\ 
Sherwood, who was an officer of the New Oswegatcliie lodge, war- 
ranted by the Cirand Lodge of New York in 1785. 

A dispensation had been is^ue<l to a new kxlge at Farnu-r^vil!t . 
to be known as Rising Sun lodge. This was also an i.>ltl disiri«'i ui 
the pioneer days. 

R. W. Bro. Simpson pointed out in his report that in lirockville 
Craft matters were not progressing, attributable to the fact that on 
the formation of the Grand I^odge of Canada a largo nuinher of mem- 
bers withdrew from Sussex lodge. No. 6, but that if the Cr.»ft wore 
again united those who had withdrawn would return. I'ro. Siirp-oi 
dealt with the work practised in the lodges of the (\*nir d <'i-irivt. 
pointing out that with one exception it was bo^^t known a< ' I'nrt-*' 
States' work.*' and sugi::e<5ted the propriety of a imitorni sx^iten* boir.i: 
ado])tod. 

R. W, Bro. Stephens, the D. D. G. M. of the Hauiihou di>t:ri. 
had sixteen lodges under his control. Two had bton added di;rir.r 
the year, one for a Uuh^v at Tikonluirir. called Kin-: lluam. and an- 
other at Paris, to Unitv lo<|orc. a lodm* which ha<l hem orii;inall\ 
chartered bv the Grand T-odge of pMu-and. but now affi'iated witl' 
Canada a<; St Tohii'*; Wlee Tn the Hamilton distrirt ilitro UaA b«i r 
in the vcar cvvor mio httndrrd initia!i«"»n^ 
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In the Eastern Townships district all the lodges had been visited, 
and were in a satisfactory condition. 

In the eastern section of the jurisdiction, the Montreal district, 
where there were six lodges, the Craft was prosperous, except in the 
case. of Jacques Cartier lodge, No. 34, Montreal, which had never 
flourished from the day of its inception. 

The address of the M. W. the Grand Master, opened with a 
parag^raph, in which he congratulated the Craft on meeting together 
in Montreal, " the headquarters of Masonry in the Lower Province." 
He then dealt with the necessity of conserving the archives, stating 
that. 

** The system which now prevails among our sister Grand Lodges of care- 
fully preserving in their archives and on their records, the reports annually 
made by their executive, together with a full statement of their proceedings, 
appears to me worthy of imitation, not only as affording a ready reference 
for all statistical and other information, which may from time to time be 
required, but as preserving also for the future historian and Masonic student 
much valuable knovrledgc and many interesting particulars which would other- 
wise be lost in oblivion." 

Having thus disposed of this prelinnnary matter, the Grand 
Master took up the all absorbing question of the position of Grand 
Lodge. He said: 

" The present state of Masonry in Canada still contimies to excite the 
liveliest interest in the Masonic world, and while on the one hand we arc 
perfectly satisfied that the recent movement has been productive of much real 
benefit to the Canadian Craft, we have also reason to believe that the cause oi 
Masonry itstit has iiccn advanced throughout the world, not only by the re- 
search thnt has been induced, but also by the discussions on the subject, to 
which that movement has led; the student of Masonic jurisprudence can now 
find on record the carefully prepared and well digested opinions of some of 
the most enlightened Craftsmen of the age. for who can read the brilliant and 
logical address of a * Tucker.' or the powerful arguments of a * French.' with- 
out coming to the conclusion, that the Masons of Canada in forming their 
Grand Lrdjrc proved themselves good workmen and intelligent Masons? In 
addition to the two distinguished brethren whom I have named as having 
devoted a portion of their time to the investigation of this most important 
enquiry, I might name a host of bright particular stars in the Masunic fir-ita- 
ment, who by their talents have thrown a flood of light on the «^ubject: and 
hrst in rank, as in our personal regard, comes the author of thai great and 
truly valuable work, ' The Masonic Code.' the much esteemed and universally 
known * Rob Morris ' — acting upon the principle, be sure you're rit?hl. then 
go ahead — he first satisfied his own mind upon the subject, and then his power- 
ful pen and his extensive influence were exerted in our behalf. The erudite 
Mackay. whose master-mind is imbued and stored with Masonic lore, at once 
stamped the movement with tlie seal of his approbation The editor of the 
London * Freemasons' Magazine,' the editors of the * Me^senvjer.' of New 
York, the ' Mirror and Key«;tone. the Cincinnati ' Review.' an<l though laM 
not least, our own vahu-d ' Pifnieer.* of Montreal, together with miny dis- 
tinguished writers in these aiul other pcriotlicaU. have all contril)iite«l by their 
talents, and by their learning, to e^^tablish our Grand Lodjje in that position 
which she has so properly assumed." 

He then referred to the annointnients he had made <hiring the 
year, the organization of a Grand Chapter, and in tlic following para- 
graph niciUioncil the work of Cirand Lodge, and the differences ox 
opinion which existed. He said: 
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" Objections had been raised, by sonic highly esteemed brethren, to the 
introduction of ccrunn forms and phrases into our ritual, which conflicted 
with their religious lu'hcf and opinions. It is unnecessary for me here to par- 
ticularize eiilicr the iDrnis or phrases to wliich the brethren objected; but I 
feel it to he my dni> distinctly to declare, that in my opinion these brethre-i 
had good grounds for their complaint; for. as I understand Masonry, it is 
a society whioli men ot ail rcliKions, moving within the pale of civilized society, 
who acknowledge the moral laws which bind the human family in the preser- 
vation ot the social compact, and who admit a belief of the superintendence 
of a Deity o\er the universe which he has created, may be admitted and en- 
rolled as members of its myotic fraternity: or as it has been well defined by 
a distingui'^hed brother when he saul ' Kreeinasonry is an institution which 
welccimes e<|ually to its bosom the Jew and the (ientile, the Christian and 
MahomnH<laii ie«|mring from each only a lUst sense of moral rectitude and 
conscientious obiiwjation.' If these definitions are correct, and I firmly be- 
lieve them to \n' %•>. then the obiecti*nis raised by the brethren referred to are 
sustained, and ili<* practice complanied of is pronounced an innovation and an 
excrescence on the body of Masoniy. which can neither be sanctioned nor 
permitted. 

" The other poini. and it is one to which I shall very briefly allude, is 
regarding the e\!eni of the rii;his an<l privileges of * Entered Apprentices.' 
This subieot i^ one which, at ihe nine it was brought specially beffirr mc. 
occasioned me a i:«"'d <leal of thon^»hl. and induced much anxious investi- 
gation 

I am nee !«• .idmit ihai lln- dfnsion I arrive<l at was exactly the reverse 
of what I h.nl i>re\ion-.|\ Mipp<»sod lo he correct. My views upon this interest- 
ing suhiect will he t<»prf| at lem^tb in the September number of 'The Pioneer.' 
[>age .^o. In whuh I lukj le.ne to rrfer y<»u .My conclusions on the matter. I 
have rea^oji ti» hehexe. ha\e not saiishotl the minds of certain members of 
the fraternity, tor whose ojmnons I entertain the highest respfct. and in whose 
know le«lL'r «.f Masonic law I ha\e mnch contidence I have. theref(»re. thouv;ht 
i! right and piopoi to intr4»diire the suhiect to you now in order that yt)U may. 
if yon think pTopri to <lo <o. take the subiect into your consideration: for. 
allh* iiL'h pov>oxviiv^ f.»r the time, ^^nprenie auihnriiy o\er the Craft, and feel- 
ing bonml to coxcrn .tocordinij to the best f>f my iudKinent and ability. I by 
no mean** arrogate to nu^elf the po<sstssion tif superior wisdom; but I ha\e 
at all litne^i cn«'e.i\ i»red t<.» d« t uio the>e ami all other <|iiestions submitted to 
me. in strut a^i ••i<lance with m> s.iried ol)ligations. I will only add that my 
opinifnis remain unrhanged and these. 1 am pleased to say. have been sus- 
t.Tineil anci aopmveii by the leadini: ^fa>onlc minds of the Cmied States" 

( )ii tlio <nbiecl of a uniti<l fraternity under the (irand Lod<jc 
(»f Canada, the (.rand Master said, referrinj; to a more perfect union, 

"This h.»> ever been the nio>t an\ions wish of my heart and the leading 
aim antl t)biect of all my etT.>its I trust, however, that this pleasing duty 
may soon tlexoKe upon ni> succesNor. ami that he will, ere long, be in a pt>si- 
tion to ei>n\ey to u-j tlir ^ralitxink; intelligence that every Mason in this Vto- 
\ince acknow Ic*! --es .illciiianie t<> the (»rand Lodi?e of Canada. I'nitm i< 
essential tf» M.t^onix it is the very keystone of our arch, and should ever be 
eagerly «soiii»ht r«ir .md caiefullv preserved when found by every true Crafts- 
•n.ni. Stti h .01 unj..n .«^ I contemplate and arclently long for may be accom- 
Tili'^hf*! withotJT «.t«.r!tice of pniuipic on either side, it both parties are ont> 
reallv and truly a«*:uafed by a sincere love and regard for Masonry, and bv 
a sjnrit of forl>c.ii..i e and brotherly love " 

The Grand .Ma-lor then <|uoted the resohitions already piven in 
thiv rh;i})tti In Mil the Provincial (irand Lodge, and 5aal: 

'\ now ir.tt.l ilii< itnportant matter to your most serums con^idera- 

tum. nothinv: HoiLtn.^i bm that y^nr action thereon will have a ten«leney to 
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increase the Masonic feeling, evinced by our brethren of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge in these resolutions, and ensure a speedy and happy union of the whole 
Canadian Craft." 

The Committee on the Grand Master's address, after reviewing 
its business features, said with regard to the proposed union: 

" Your committee are much gratified at receiving the resolutions passed 
at the last meeting of the Frovmcial Grand Lodge for Canada West, being 
indicative of an unanimous wish of those brethren who have not yet acknow- 
ledged the supremacy of this Grand Lodge, to promote unity amongst the 
brethren. Your committee recommend that a communication be forwarded 
to the Secretary of the Provincial Grand Lodge, stating that it has always 
been the anxious wish of this Grand Lodge to promote perfect unity in the 
Craft, and in order to accomplish this object, it is desirable that a perfect 
understanding should exist between the Provincial Grand Lodges and Pro- 
vincial Grand Masters throughout the Province and this Grand Lodge, with 
respect to the proposed basis of union. Your committee also recommend 
that a committee of seven be appointed to take such measures as they may 
consider necessary and expedient to effect such unity; and to meet the com* 
mittee appointed for a like purpose by the Provincial Grand Lodge for Can- 
ada West, and any other committee appointed by the Provincial Grand Masters 
for Canada I'!ast. and with them to negotiate preliminary terms on which such 
a union may be accomplished and consolidated, reporting to a special meet- 
ing of this Grand Lodge to be called for the purpose." 

The Grand Lodge was anxious to do honor to those who had 
faithfully stood by tliem in the hour of trial, and by unanimous vote 
M. \\ . iJro. IMiillip C Tucker, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Vermont, and M. W. Bro. H. T. Backus, Grand Master of th^ Grand 
Lodge of Michigan, were created members of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, with the rank of Past Grand Master, and R. W. Bro. Michael 
Funicll. Provincial Grand Master of North Munster and Hie repre- 
sentative of the Grand Lodge of Canada, near the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, was honored with the rank of District Deputy Grand Master. 

It was resolved that the next communication of Grand Lod^^e 
should be held in Toronto. 

The question of incorporating the Grand Lodge by act of Parlia- 
ment had been spoken of at the organization of the body, but no 
action was taken until this communication, when it was resolved: 

• That ilie Grand Secretary be instructed to give the necessary notice 
required by law. previous to the next meeting of the Parliament of Can;»da, 
that the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada will 
apply for an Act or incorporation to enable it, and subordinate lodges acting 
under it. to hold real and personal estate in a corporate capacity, for Masoinc, 
charitable and other purposes required by the Craft; and that the M. VV. 
Grand Master be requested to appoint a committee to draft a bill for ^uch 
I»urposc to 1)0 ]»rc<^cnted to the Legislature."* 

Tho Clraiul Lodg^e declined to take any decided action in the mat* 
ter, but requested that the M. W. Grand Master would obtain the in- 
formation, if it were really necessary, as to its propriety. On the 
question of union with the Provincial Grand Lodge under England, 
it was resolved: 

" That tlie M \V. Grand Master appoint a committee to ncRt>tiatc a union 
with the Provincial Grand Lodge: and that it be an instruction to that com- 
niiltcc. that they entertain no proposition not based on an entire independence 
"! Freemasonry in Canada, nor any implication upon the constitutionaliiv or 
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correctness of the prcsciu position of this Grand Lodge, but that on all other 
points it is the desire of the Grand Lodge to meet on a footing best calculated 
to bring about the union they so much desire." 

Prior to the passage of the foregoing resolutions, the election of 
officers was proceeded with, the following being declared elected : 

M. W, Bro. Wm. Mercer Wilson, re-elected Grand Master. 
R. W. Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott, Deputy Grand Master. 

James E. Smith, Grand Senior Warden, 

Samuel Ross, Grand Junior Warden. 

Rev. J. Tremaync, Grand Chaplain. 

William Hellhouse, Grand Treasurer. 

William H. Miller, (-rand Registrar. 
" Thomas B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 
By an open vote of Grand Lodge, 
Bro. Jno. Morrison, Grand Tyler. 

Tiie M. W. the Grand Master was ])leascd to confirm the nom- 
ination hv lodges of their respective districts: 

K. W, Bro. Capt. T. Wilson, D. D. G. M, London District. 

Charles Magill, D. .D. G. NL Hamilton District. 
Kivas Tully, D. D. G. M. Toronto District. 
W. B. Simpson. 1). I), d. M. Central District. 
J. H. Isaacson, D. D. G. .\I. Montreal District. 
Kiisha Gustin, D. D. (i. .\1. Masicrn Townbhips 
District. 

Ihis cloMil the second Annual Communication of the Grand 
Loilj^e •»» Canada. The amount of business transacted, the cordiality 
wliicii prevailed, and the determination ot all to prchcnt a united front, 
ab a UucIn uliobi- fu^sl interestb uere lliobc ol the Cratt, indicated a 
'•iicnglh of purpose that secured for the bretliren the respect an*l 
.i:ood opinion of ih.-ir brethren all Dver llie coiiinunl. 

'1 he third >ear of the life kA tlie < irand Lodm*, counting the 
11 onlhs from tlu* dax t)f or^anlzalion until the emi oi i«^55 a> the 
nr>l Near of its existence, was important to llie C rati From i7yJ 
a period of 63 years, the Craft in I pp< r Cana<la had been subordinate 
to the Grand Lodges of l.ntiland, Ireland and Scotland, and irom 
i8<K^ the governing bodies were un>atii.iaclory. if we may excv|)l the 
sht»rt period from i8j2 until iSjc^ when the I'rovincial ( iran<l L-kIj^c 
under U. W. Bro. Simon McGillivrav, had the confuUiue of the 
united Craft. lUit this era of harmony passed into thin air aftvr the 
Morgan trouble, and the hiatus, followed by the revival in 1S45, was 
not an accoptablc or s«u)thing l>nhn to niaiu element^ in tlu * raft 
life. When therefore the fraternity throughout the up]>er an<l lower 
J r*>vincr«; <;nw a brivlit fi'ture befMrr it ii^ a ini»l(d l)rd\. an»! i'^ joy- 
ful anticipation of nsidts that would bt- »-tanipe«l with tlie hall »' ark of 
NiK cesQ. it wa> but natural that thev vh<>nlii awaken to a now liv* and 
ati r\ivt(p<"<» tliat wotittl onK be lirMtCfl b\ failure to carrv on the 
L;««\M'ni!i^ bodv on tlu Inu > laid d«»wn by the projectors atul pro- 
n otcr«i t»f the fratcrral union 

Fverv TTionth. from the dav of ip? birth, ha*! told in fav»r of the 
]i< w Grand l.od^c. The cau^e of Ma^<»nrv ha«l advanced in a 
pVrnoni'^nal n^antur in the jurisdiction The indifference and lark of 
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interest which had marked a score of the years prior to 1655 had 
given place to zeal and activity. Fifteen new lodges had been founded 
by dispensation during the year, and hands tnat were wiihng and 
hearts that were sincere had taken hold of the work. The cause ut 
the Craft in Canada had been carefully weighed by the jurist minds 
of eleven more jurisdictions, and in each case the judgment had been 
favorable, making twenty-two jurisdictions which were in accord with 
the course pursued by the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The ablest writers of the Masonic press were hand in hand with 
the brethren of Canada. The state of Masonry within the purview 
of the Grand Lxxige of Canada was satisfactory. The large majority 
of the lodges were flourishing and doing excellent work. Some were 
apathetic from a laxity in administration, but on the whole the newly- 
formed jurisdiction had reason to be proud of its efforts. The Grand 
Master had visited quite a number of the lodges, notably those at 
Paris, Newbury, Delaware, Hamilton, Strathroy and Simcoe. On 
the 29th of May be had laid the corner-stone of a new school-hou>e 
at Simcoe, and on the 24th of June had dedicated the new lodge room 
of Great Western lodge at Windsor. At this place he had the plea- 
sure of meeting the Grand Master and Grand officers of the Grand 
Lodge of Michigan, whose kindly offices were remembered in con- 
nection with the installation of the officers of the Grand Lodir- of 
Canada at its organization. 



CHAPTER CX\'. 

Proceedings in England. — The Views of the Grand Master mi 
THE Grand Lodge, 4th March. 1857. and Septemf.ek. 

1857. 

The M. W. the Grand Master of England had not failed to dip:cst 
all the communications he had received from the Grand Lodj^c ot 
Canada. He saw that even in his own Grand Lodo^e he could not hold 
the opinion he had expressed, when in 1855 the memorial of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West had been transmitted to ami 
condemned by him. 

The neglect of R. W. Bro. Sir Allan MacNab as Provincial Grand 
Master was known in England, and the little interest he had taken 
in Masonic matters had been commented upon at the June quarterlv 
communication of the Grand Lodge of England by the M. W the 
Grand Master. At an emergent meeting of the Grand Lodge of Fav^ 
land, held on the nth February, 1857. and presided over by the Earl rif 
Zetland, 

The W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal then moved ** thai a return be forth 
with ordered from the Provincial Grand Secretary of Canada VVe.st. !5tnti*)L 
the number of Provincial Grand Lodges held during the Mastership of rh* 
present Prov. G. Master, and specifically those at which he presided in person 
His reason for making this motion wa««. because complaints had been m^^ 
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that the Provincial Grand Master of Canada West had neglected the hutin^-^s 
of the Province, and it ought therefore, to be known whether those com- 
plaints were well founded, and whether the Grand Master had held a sulhcient 
number of l.odges. and was present at them. Some n-niarks had been made 
in Grand Lodge in June last, br the G. M. which appeared (o reflect on the 
worthy IJeputjr P. G. M. of Canada West. Those remarks, he trusted, had 
been nii<-uiiderslood. and would be found capable of explanation; but they 
renderi'cl this return Dece!:sarr, in vindication of the course adopted by the 
D P G- M, 

The moiion having been seconded, 

R. W. Bro Uobic disapproved of the wording of the motion, and suggested 
that the return should he rer|iirsted through the Grand Master. 

The W, Rro ihe Kev. G Porul in reply said, he should not have resisted 
Bro. Dobie's aiiirndment on light grounds; he did so bccansc it appeared 10 
him that the power and authority of the Grand I-odge over Provincial Grand 
l.nclKet 10 keep their proceedings registered in a hook for the impertion ol 
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W. Bho. Rev. Canon Portal. 

Master ul Grand Lodge was undoubted. It was n< 
aulhoiiiv that Grand Lodge possessed in this matter, 
indir.'.-t mians. that information which ihey had a righi 
aulhoHiy For this reason he must beji leave to pres 
then itivided, when the motion was carried by a ver^' largi 
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.\t the meeting of the Grand Lodge. 4th March, 1857, Rev. i, ainm 
rorial <^\d that he did not wish to trouble the Grand Secretar>' atiovii 
liic rtiurn askrii for (rem Canada. He had obtained it, and it sii^-wnl 
that out of thirty-three meetings the Provincial Grand Master ha^l 
attctidrd only five. 

At the Quarterly Coninttinication of the Grand Lodge o( Fi^ijlam! 
hHd on ill.' 4tli Marrh, 1R57. the Farl of Zetland was re-clerlcH r.r.in.l 
Mastfr. and in thankint: flrand I-odgc: 



8l8 HISTORY OF FKEEMASONRV IN CANADA, 

The M. W. Gnmd Master sincerely assured Grand Lodge that he found 
it very difficult to express the feelings which inspired him on this occasion, or 
to thank them, as he desired, for the highly flattering manner in which he 
had been re-elected to the high and honorable office he had filled 
during the past year. He did not disguise from himself the many dis- 
qualifications he possessed. He felt that some years ago he was able to 
display more activity in the performance of his duties than he could now, and 
he also felt that he had a much more difficult task to perform in G. L. than 
formerly was the case. But he had so often been re-elected in a similar 
flattering manner, that while he continued to be so seconded by Grand Lodge, 
he would say, however difficult he found the post, he would endeavor, to the 
best of his ability, to discharge its duties. He would continue to serve the 
office so long as it was considered conducive towards advancing the interests 
of Masonry, and satisfactory to the general welfare of the Craft (Cheers.) 
In looking back upon the past year, he could say that not only was Masonry 
prospering in England, it was flourishing also in India and Australia. In 
those colonies, he was happy to say, there were no complaints. But there was 
one part of our colonial possessions on which he could not look with the 
same degree of satisfaction, and that was Canada. (Hear, hear.) That was 
a subject which had had his long and attentive consideration. He thought 
he should consult the convenience of Grand Lodge, and he hoped, at the 
same time, to remove the asperity which existed, by stating the result of his 
long and anxious deliberations. He regretted as much as any one that the 
Canadian brethren did not complain without some degree of truth. (Hear, 
hear); and that they had not received all the consideration which they had 
reason to expect He could not, however, reopen the subject on its merits^ 
The chief object which he now had was to amend the past shortcomings, and 
tc endeavour to keep matters more smoothly moving for the future. He was 
bound to say, however, that he had found that he was not fully acquainted 
with the whole of the circumstances of the state of affairs relating to Canada 
West when he had previously addressed Grand Lodge upon the subject 
fHear, hear.) There had been some little confusion in his mind with respect 
to the P. G. Lodge of Canada West, and the so-called independent Grand 
Lodge. (Hear, hear.) With the latter he need hardly say that they could 
have nothing whatever to do. (Hear, hear; and loud applause.) They had 
thrown off their allegiance to the G. L. of England, and that without even 
returning the warrants which they held under its jurisdiction. (Hear.) It 
was tmder these drcumstances that the term "rebels" had been applied to 
them — (Hear) — and he thought that Grand Lodge would agree that that 
term was not unjustly so applied. (Hear, hear.) On a careful consideration 
of the whole case, he had arrived at the conclusion that he might, without any 
sacrifice of the privileges with which he was invested as G. M. make such con- 
cessions to the Canadian brethren as would fully meet their wants, and he hoped 
would satisfy them. The Canadian brethren wished to have the power of 
electing their own G. M.; and secondly, they wished to retain all their fees of 
every sort and kind: That their P. G. M. should grant warrants for new 
Lodges, and should appoint subordinate P. G. Masters; but that the G. L. 
of England shotild retain a supervising power. This, it would ne at once 
perceived, was tantamount to a declaration of independence. (Hear, hear.) 
This scheme demanded as a whole, could only be met by a direct negative, 
unless he sacrificed those privileges which belonged to his high office, and 
which he was desirous of handing in their integrity to his successors. As 
far as the appointment of officers was concerned, it was an irksome task. 
(Hear, hear.) The (Canadian Masons contended that they had ample means 
of ascertaining who was a fit and proper person to preside over them: but 
that he, at that distance, had not the same favorable opportunity. (Hear.) 
He felt the force of that remark; and taking into consideration all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, he was prepared to say that he would appoint as Prov. 
G. Master of Canada West any Brother recommended to him by the Brethren as 
most acceptable to themselves. They might do this, if they preferred it. 



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 819 

through the medium of a resolution of the P. G. Lodge, or in such other 
form as might be agreed on. (Hear, and cheers.) Such a nomination would 
of course be subject to his approval; but he would not withhold his approval 
from any Brother so nominated without good and sufHdent reasons, and 
without being prepared to justify such a step in G. L. (Hear, hear.) In these 
concessions he only announced his personal intentions. He did not mean 
to consent to any alteration in the laws, or in any way to curtail the preroga- 
tives of his office, or to bind his successor to continue the course which lu- 
might commence. (Hear, hear.) The mere pecuniary considerations were 
of secondary importance, and would never, he hoped, influence them in 
coming to a decision. (Cheers.) At present the registration tee was 
los. : of which half went to the P. G. Lodge. Certificates, 6s. 6d. 
Total fees, iis. 6d. He should propose to make the registration tee 
7s. 6d., which would include the certificate, and then there would be a 
diminution of fees to the extent of 4s. The whole scale of fees would then He 
— Registration and Certificate in London, £1. 7s. 6d.; in the country. 17s., in 
Canada, 7s. 6d. (Hear, hear, and applause.) The fees to the benevolent Fund 
London, £4; Country, £2; Canada, nil. (Renewed applause.) He had al- 
ready provided for the issue of blank certificates in such numbers as would 
prevent delays and complaints on that score. As regarded the i!>suc of war- 
rants, such a power, or one equivalent to it, had always been exercised by the 
P. G. Masters of Colonial Grand Lodges. They had hitherto granted dis- 
pensations for holding new Lodges, till warrants could be procured, and those 
warrants had never been referred to. This, however, was a matter which could 
now be left to the Colonial Board. Owing to representations which had 
reached him, he was inclined to subdivide the provinces in such a manner 
that no lodge be at too great a distance from its P. G. Lodge. (Hear ) This 
he should do after consulting with the brethren upon the spot MJhrers ) 
The appointment of P. G. Masters, however, must remain the prerojjative of 
the G. M., just as the appointment of the otVicers of a private lod^e was the 
prerogative of the W*. M. He should, however, consult the wislics of the 
brethren in making these appointments. (Hear, hear ) Such was the conr e 
he proposed to pursue: and he could appeal to at least onr member of <ir.iMd 
Lodge that he had determined upon that course, and stated his de»e'-nitM.tii..jj 
so far back as the 3rd January: and he believed that in so doini* he shonlii 
meet the wishes of ihc Canadian Brethren, without saorifioinir ih«* prer«vj i- 
tives of his office, which he wished, from no selfish motive, to preserve He 
hoped that they had now brou>;ht the matter to an amicable ternv.nannn. an.! 
he thought that the statement that he had then made w«uild s.iv<' G I, any 
further protracted discussions on the subicct (Hear, hear > The app-^tnt- 
ment of the P. (1. M. would be settled by him to the sati^tartinn o» •].<■ P (i 
Lodge of Canada: and all the details could be carried out bv the r.>Inp; i! 
Board. (Applause.) He trusted that he had now done iu^tire He n prat-*! 
his regret that the matter had not been settled before; an<i he knew that be 
might rely with full confidence upon the G. L. for that <upp««n which thev 
had never yet withheld from him in his endeavors to discharge his duty to the 
best of his ability 

(The noble Lord, at the conclusion of his statement, which appctr* d ♦•• 
^ive the hijjbcst satisfaction to all present, s.ii down amid^^t «re.u .ipp't'^'^** ^ 

At this nieetinc: the report of the Colonial Board came tip oti a 
motion by R. W. Bro. Col. Burlion. P.P.G.M. for Bentral. \\1«'» :no\e«l 
that the report he received and adopted. 

The report was Icng^thy and the first six clauses reviewed the 
suprprestions made by the Grand Master at a fonner mectinp: relative to 
the appr>intnient by colonial Masons of their own Provincial Cratid 
\fasters, Rcjristration fees. Grand Lodji^e certificates, and the appoint- 
tnent of the District Grand Masters upon a report even' third voar to 
the supreme bodv in England. 

He gave the remaining clauses of the report in full, a< tV.ev are 
particularly directed to the Canadian question. They read - 
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"6th. The Board is of opinion that the remedies proposed by the M. \V. 
Grand Master, as regards the payment of fees and issuing of certificates, are 
satisfactory, but they wouid recommend the attachment to the latter of the 
Seal of the District Grand Lodge, as well as the counter-signatures of the 
District Grand Lodge Authorities. 

'' 7th. The Board regrets that it cannot express its approval of the pro- 
posal relative to District Grand Masters, as affording a remedy for the griev- 
ance complained of, since it only involves the exercise of a power which has 
already been vested by the constitutions in the M. W. Grand Master, and 
which the Grand Lodge is bound to suppose has hitherto been exercised with 
all the vigilance which is demanded by its high responsibility. 

"8th. With regard to the Brethren of Canada West, the Board find that 
there is a special grievance complained of, viz.: that while they have no voice 
in the selection of the M. W. Grand Master of England, they have no control 
over the conduct of their own District Grand Master, and that while they are 
themselves best qualified to select fit persons for that important post, Brethren 
have been appointed by an authority altogether external to them, who have not 
possessed their confidence, and who have neglected their interests, and that 
Masonry has, in consequence, suffered much damage. 

"9th. The Board does not consider that these grievances would be 
remedied by the transmission to England, once in three years, of the minutes 
of the District Grand Lodge. 

" loth. In accordance, therefore, with the precedent afforded by the Grand 
Lodge of England, the Board unanimously recommends that a meeting of 
the District Grand Lodge of Canada West should be held annually, in the 
first Wednesday in December, at which nominations should be made by bal- 
lot of Brethren to fill the office of District Grand Master. That of these names, 
not more than three (having the largest number of votes), should be forthwith 
transmitted to the M. W. Grand Master, with the number of votes given to 
each. That he shall, within a month after the receipt of such list, appoint one 
of them to the office of Distlict Grand Master, and the installation shall take 
place on the first Wednesday in March. If no appointment shall have been 
received by the Provincial Grand Secretary at that time, the Brother havincc 
the greatest number of votes shall be installed, and shall he considered to all 
intents and purposes, to have been appointed by the M W. Grand Master 

" nth. The Board further recommends that with a view to the better 
representation of the Provincial G. L. of Canada West, in the Grand Lodge 
of England, the said Provincial Grand Lodge be permitted to appoint a repre- 
sentative in the Grand Lodge of England, subject to the same conditions, and 
having the same rank as the representative of a Foreign Grand Lodge. 

" The Board cannot conclude this report on the communication of the 
M. W. Grand Master without expressing its deep sense of the careful con- 
sideration given by him to the subjects treated of, while, at the same time, 
they feel bound to express a unanimous opinion that nothing but the prompt 
concession of the points they have recommended will be accepted by the 
Canadian Lodges, or avail to remedy the unhappy discontent at present 
existing. 

" Referring to an application received from Canada We^st. and under 
present circumstances, the Board unanimously rccMtnuieud^ the Grand L»»dee 
not to recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

(Signed) William Rurltnn. 
"P. P. G. M., Bential. P. M 07. u;. ^;j ^. 5,/. 

■ Ch.HrM..i.-, 

" Free Masons' Hall. 6th February, 1857 * 

Following the reading of this report 

W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal said it wouhi prrh,«ps be better if G L 
were to adopt the first six paragraphs, and refer the rc*?t to the M. W the G M 

R. W. Bro. Burlton expressed his concurrence in this suggestion, which 
was unanimously agreed to. 

W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal said, he had a pelitinii to present from the 
Prov. G L. of Canada West. He would not enter iiitn the ditaiU hut «tate 
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generally, that it contained a statement of their grievances, and detailed the 
steps that had been taken from time to time, since 1853. for obtaming redress. 
After the very Masonic and handsome expression of regret, which had fallen 
from the G. M. relative to past neglect, he was sure that all would concur with 
him in a desire, that byegones should be byegoncs. (Loud cheers.) He 
trusted that the Provincial G. L. of Canada would agree with him, (hear, 
hear) and as the Provincial G. Secretary had stated to him, that they were 
anxious for a reply to their memorial by May, when there would be a Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge, he begged to move, that the memorial be referred to the 
Colonial Board to reply to, in conjunction with the M. W. the G. M. (Cheers.) 

R. W. Bro. Lord Panmure had a deeper interest than any brother present 
in seeing peace restored to the Canadian lodges, and co-operation again 
e>tablished with Grand Lodge here. The reason why he felt this deeper in- 
terest was, because it was in Canada that he had first been admitted to the 
Craft, and it was on that account he felt the greatest pain at viewing the dif- 
ferences that had prevailed. He trusted however, reunion would be established. 
And he had listened with much pleasure to the observations of his friend Bro. 
Portal, which came from him with peculiar propriety, as a minister of peace. 
(Cheers.) He was quite sure, they might now safely rely on the word of 
honor of the G. M., that no efforts would be spared to promote peace and 
harmony between the G. L. of England and the Prov. G. L. of Canada. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The M. W. the Grand Master «iaid: The prcsrnt juisiiion Mas an excep- 
tional case. It was quite unprecedented its being referred to the Colonial 
Board, and he hoped that such a course would not be deemed a precedent. 

W. Bro. Roxburgh thought it would be advisable, to prevent misappre- 
hension in future, to introduce words in the resolution for referring the peti- 
tion, which would show that the reference was made on account of the emer- 
gency of the case. 

The suggestion was acceded to. 

The resolutions of the Provincial Grand Lod^c of Cana<la West, 
passed in June, had been transmitted to Kngland by an early mail, but 
not in time for the quarterly meeting t>f the Cirand Lodge of Kngland m 
that month. 

It was perhaps as well that these documents were not in time as 
it gave another opportunity to the ofhcials in Kngland to weigh well 
their future action. 

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Kngland 
held on the 2nd September, 1857, R. W. Bro. Lord Panmure presid- 
ing, the Canadian question was again before Grand I^odge. under the 
htad of *' Sessions of P. G. L. of Canada West " 

V. W. Bro. Clarke. G. Sec, then laid before Grand I *u\mc tho roj^nluiions 
ad<»pted at a meeting of the G. L. of Canada West. !ul<i at Toronto, the third 
of June. 1857: — 

I. — "That whereas the Memorial addressed by tliK ProvincMl Gmnd 
Lodge to the Grand Lodge of England records with accuracy and truth the 
dirticulties under which the Craft in Canada has long sutTcrcd: the grievances, 
neglect, and indignity with which the Grand Lod«c \\a^ lor many years bc-n 
treated by the Grand Lodge of Mn^^Iand: the di<nni<»n wluth has resulted m il:c 
Order, and the ultimate danger willi which Frccniasonrv in this Province is 
consequently threatened; and whereas no dehnlte re]>Iv has yet been vouch- 
safed to that respectful memorial, whilst the corresfM>ndcnce inst read by the 
Grand Secretary affords no rea.sonable hope that the firivilc^cs pr.iyod for is 
necessary to the well-being and stability of the Craft «n the province, will be 
conceded — Resolved: That, with unfeiprned grief, thi^ Pn»\incial Grand Lodye. 
in fidelity to the CTrdcr within this Province, is c*>n<;iraincd to declare that 
separate organization is necessary to the etViciencv and ^tahilnv of Frcc- 
niasonrv in Canada 
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2. — Resolved: " That, in the confirmation of the foregoing resolution at 
the next ensuing meeting of this Provincial Grand Lodge, that this Provincial 
Grand Lodge, shall declare itself an independent grand Lodge, all warrants 
from the Grand Lodge of England being returned thereto. 

" Francis Richardson, P.G.S." 



V. W. Bro. Henderson, G.R., then said, that he rose to move that that 
paper be entered on the minutes; and would take the opportunity of that 
formal motion to advert to a circumstance which ought to be known to the 
Craft, and which was not unimportant to the consideration of the relation, in 
which the P. G. L. of Canada West stood to the Grand Lodge. Those Breth- 
ren present, who happened not to be acquainted with the circumstances of the 
case, must have listened with surprise to the statement, that the Memorial of 
the G. L. of Canada West had not received from G. L. a definite reply. At 
the Quarterly Communication, held in March last, the M. W. the G. M. stated 
what were his opinions and intentions with respect to the demands of the 
Canadian Brethren, and G. L. on that occasion adopted a resolution, referring 
the consideration of the matter to the Colonial Board. The M. W. the G. M. 
then thought it necessary, from the urgency of the case, to waive the question 
of precedent, and laid in a written form before G. L., both the demands of the 
P. G. L. of Canada West, and the concessions which, for the sake of preserv- 
ing the unity of the Craft, he was willing to make to them. The substance of 
that communication was conveyed in an official form to the \\\ Brother who 
signed the paper before G. L.; and a copy of that letter was also addressed 
to the P. G. M. It was clear therefore that, so far at least, an explanation 
reaching to every necessary point was given by the G. L. to the Brethren in 
Canada. If it rested there, there might perhaps be some error of form, but 
It did not. The letter to which he referred was sent to Canada on the 13th 
of March, and on the 6th of April the P. G. L. of Canada West acknowledged the 
receipt of it. Again a communication from the Colonial Board also, embracing 
the substance of the G. M.*s statement was forwarded to Canada on the i6th of 
April, and must have been in the hands of the Canadian Brethren long before 
the resolutions now read to G. L. were agreed to. (Hear, hear.) The Breth- 
ren could thus see that neither the G. L., the G. M. nor the Colonial Board 
was guilty of neglect as regarding the Canadian Memorial; and it was a mis- 
take in fact to say that it had not received a full and a definite answer. 
(Hear, hear.) He should refrain from all expression of opifiion upon the 
Canadian question itself, as he was bound to observe that regulation of G. L. 
which prohibited debate on any matter of which notice had not been given: 
but he would remark that the paper now before G. L. had been also laid before 
the Board of Masters, and the Brethren constituting that Board, in refraining 
from giving any notice in reference to it, had, he thought, exercised a sound 
discretion and a wise forbearance, as any discussion upon it could not be 
profitable and might be mischievous. Whether the Brethren, from whom the 
document professed to come, and from whom perhaps it really did come, had 
or had not made up their minds to withdraw their allegiance from the G. L.. 
there were nevertheless in Canada many Brethren, who still desired to remain 
one with them in the body of the Craft, and to follow that glorious banner 
which had so long led the van in the promulgation of Masonic knowledge. 
These Brethren would of course be guided by the course of events; and it 
was therefore desirable that the G. L. should act on this occasion with wisdom. 
justice, and brotherly kindness. He should not at present say more, but move 
that the paper be entered upon the minutes. 

The motion, having been seconded, was unanimously agreed to. 

The G. Secretary then read the Report of the Colonial Board as follows: — 
To the United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England: 
The Colonial Board begs to report, that they have printed the papers 
referred to them in June, together with their reply to the memorial from the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

Grand Lodge will perceive that the privileges and power* oi <icli- 
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government, proposed to be conceded to the said F'r(»vinrinl Grand Lodge, 
appear unlikely to meet the present retiuircnvnt-s oi that body. 

"This is the more to be rcRretted. since it is adimttid on all <;idcs that» 
had these concessions been made at an earlier iK-riod. tluy nu^^lit ha\c been 
amply sufficient to satisfy the demands of the ( anndi.m Masons 

'• It appears, however, that owing to the rapidly inorcasinR power and 
influence of the irregular G. L., as well as trom otiur internal causes- -the 
P. G, L, has been placed in a position of considerable difficulty and dis- 
advantage, while the harmony of the Craft has been greatly imperilled. 

" Having regard therefore to the many unhappy nrcntnstances connected 
with the present state of disunion in Canada, it appears to he the duty of G. L. 
to spare no effort to restore that Province to a condition oi Masonic eft'ici- 
ency, union and harmony. 

" The steps, that may now be necex^ary for the attainment of this most 
desirable consummation, will doubtless m due course be pointed out by the 
Provincial G. L. 

"No official information however ha\ing as yet rearbrd Fn^land of the 
course proposed to be adopted by the Provincial G I. . nor any answer having 
been received to the last communication from <»r.ind I odijc. it c^nly remains 
for Grand Lodge to delay all further anion till «iirh rommnniration shall have 
arrived. 

" The Board has received and replied to communicaiions from Lodges in 
Victoria, Australasia; St. Thomas. We«t Indn-s: Tnm.l.nl .it«<i l.im.iiiM. rrl.i- 
tive to various points of Masonic discipline 

** In the absence of Bro. Burlton. the fVesidont and Hro Hcadi. Chair- 
man of the day. 

"tSiuned'l l.din Hervev. V P. 

"Freemasons' Hall, London; August 4th 185;" 

W. Bro. Hervey, P. G. D., said that as \'i« e -PrrsiiU ni ui the Board, he 
had — in the absence of the IVesidcnt. Bio llurhon s'k:in<| that re^iort; his 
doing so was completely a ministerial act. and he reseixed to hnn^eli the right 
of canvassing some of its statements 

W. Bro. Havers. P. G i) , then said he could wi^h for the sake of that 
tmanimity which should exist anions M.tN(»ns. that a <-eii«>e oi duty did not 
compel him to move that only a portion oi th.it ripon ^houUl he received 
He should at once proceed to lay l>eiorf <f L his rtasons tor asking thorn 
to take that course, and should conclude Imn reinaik^ \t\ inovuii* that all such 
portions of the report as relate to the cvecutixe dutv oi the Colonial Board, 
namely, the first two and three ctmcliuhitk; p.ir.ij/r.ifths. |>r received. He held 
that the duties of the Colonial Board were jpirelv oi an executive character 
Grand Lodge deputed to them the performance ot th<)ve ,ut< which. a< a large 
body, it could not without inctMi>enien«.e iiseli a<i:nmi«»ier and s«> long as 
they confined themselves to the performance of those duties, ^o long (irand 
Lodge was bound to thank them. Without imputin»; to them <and he did not 
wish to impute to them) the slightest mclinaiion to exceed the proper hounds 
of their duly, he could not read their report without thnrKinir tliat it was one 
which ought not to be addressed iroin a Mihordmate to a supreme IhhIv He 
would take out of it .ill that was dictatorial and otTen^ive to the supreme body, 
and would propt»se that they should adf>pt all th.it related to their executive 
duty. To the first two parak:raphs he would raise no <ihtection. as they merelv 
related to the printing <»f the documents siih:nitte4l t<i them. th<Mu;h he would 
remark that if the commuiucations alluded to m the eik^hth paragraph were 
of sufTicienl importance to deserve nt^tice in the report, full 'niormation should 
have been given as to their nature, since G L did not delegate to the Board 
any power to act in its stead. In paragraph Q they said that an appeal had been 
received from the \V M of No 781 acainst the suspen<ii»n of that Lodee hv 
the PGM of Tasfuatna. and thev recommended that su^prnsion should be 
confirmed He was sorry to sav that in that recomnieiid.ition thev had ex- 
ceeded their duty. \ll appeals la\ ihrectly to the ti L . and by no means or 
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authority could the Colonial Board decide one of them. In this particular 
instance the appeal was directed to the G. M., and by his desire it was com- 
municated to the Colonial Board: but no authority of any sort or kind was 
given to them to decide upon it. But even supposing that the appeal was 
made to Grand Lodge itself, they could not in his opinion, by any stretch 
of the constitution, have entertained it. The Grand Master had in kind and 
courteous language, protested against this infringement of his prerogative, 
but had at the same time intimated his desire so far as he could consistently do 
so, to carry out their recommendations. That was a matter which he thought 
did great credit to their G. M. Having thus taken notice of all the portions 
of the report which related to their executive duty, he would now refer to the 
four paragraphs which ought not to be so entered. He was, he conceived, tak- 
ing the course which was most kind and least offensive to the Colonial Board. 
First of all, he had thought that the best way would be to refer the report 
back to them for amendment; but after more mature consideration, he came 
to the conclusion that it would be better to adopt all the portions of it which 
referred to their executive duty, and leave out all those which might be con- 
sidered as dictatorial or uncourteous. Grand Lodge would, he hoped, bear 
with him while he called their attention to those offensive paragraphs. In 
one it was said that " having regard to many unhappy circumstances con- 
nected with the present state of disunion in Canada, it appears the duty of 
G. L. to spare no effort to restore that province to a condition of Masonic 
efficiency, union, and harmony." \ow he would appeal to Grand Lodge il 
those were the terms in which tlicy ought to be addressed by a subordinate 
body. Grand Lodge might indeed submit to the consideration of the Colonial 
Board the unhappy differences which at present exist in Canada, and warn 
them to spare no means for securing a definite and amicable settlement of 
them. But here the case was totally ilie reverse. It was the Colonial Board 
which presumed to warn the Grand Lodge, and called on them to do what 
they had not done themselves — to devise a plan which would have the effect of 
putting an end to this distressing state of things. But they had themselves no 
such plan. If they had one. in heavens name let them come forward with it; 
but if they were not in that position, they should not tell G. L. to spare no 
efforts. He appealed to all present if G. L. had spared any efforts to bring 
about a desirable settlement of the differences referred to. There was no man 
among them who would not strive to the utmost to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion; but he was not to be told to do so in terms so vague — tie might say so 
full of mockery — as those in the report. But one part of the report was at 
variance with another. There was a regular contradiction of terms. In this 
paragraph they called upon G. L. to spare no efforts: and in another paragraph 
they called upon it to delay any further action. If words had any meaning 
he gathered from the first, that tliey were to act. and next, that they were not 
to act at all: so that, upon the whole, the matter could not be made consistent 
with itself. He now begged to draw attention to paragraph 7. It stated that 
" the steps which might be necessary for the attainment of a settlement of the 
question would be in due course pointed out.'* But by whom? Was it by 
the Colonial Board? No such thing, but by the P. G L. of Canada West. 
He did not believe that there was a man present who would not kindly receive 
any suggestion which the P. G. L. of Canada West might offer: but the G. L. 
was not to be dictated to by the Provincial Lodge. .-Knything more absurd 
he had never heard; and he only wondered that the worthy Br. who had 
drawn up the report, whoever he niij^ht have been, had not his attention drawn 
to the strange significance of that proposal. He would now proceed to show 
how these references to Canada affected the G M.: and he would be forgiven 
for sajring that, after the concessions made by his Lordship on the 3rd of 
March, they appeared to him to re-open bye-gone grievances in a most un- 
graceful and ungenerous manner Alter a man had made an acknowledgment 
of errors, and given the most earnest proof of his determination to set matters 
right, and to take every step to remedy past shortcomings. 'nothing could be 
more ungraceful or ungeneroii< than whether directly or by a side wind again 
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throw those errors in his face. His Lordship had been kind enough to take 
more than hit share of past errors. He had in the handsomest manner acknow- 
ledged that there had been errors, but he (Bro. Havers) knew that only a 
very small portion of those errors attached to the G. M. He must therefore 
repeat, that, whether it was done directly or by a side wind, nothing could be 
more ungraceful or ungenerous than to rekindle old disputes. He did not 
wish to throw any disrespect upon the Colonial Board in calling upon G. L. 
not to adopt those paragraphs, as he thought they would be doing all that 
was necessary if they adopted those only which referred to the executive duty 
of the Board. He had the strongest feeling that there was not one man be- 
longing to that Board who wished or intended to cast disrespect upon the 
G. M. or to dictate to him what he should do. (Hear, hear.) Among no 
class of men was there a stronger desire to pay deference to constituted 
authority than among Masons; and that feeling redounded to their own credit: 
but it was with ten times that feeling of loyalty that they paid obedience 10 
their G. M. After what had taken place in Canada, he should not now allude 
to that question, for he uas not there as the apologist of any man or any bct 
of men; but he did not believe that in their report the Colonial Board had. 
as regarded that question, invaded and made war upon the authority of the 
G. M. ; for that reason, and believing that he had laid before G. L. sufficient 
grounds for supporting him m his motion, he would move that only the fim 
two and the three concindinK paragraphs of the report be adopted. 

W. Bro Slight sccondt-d t1ie motion. 

W. Bro. Rev G. R. Portal:— R. VV. Deputy Grand Master, in reply to 
what has fallen from Bro. Havers, it will perhaps be more convenient if I hr^t 
explain how it happens that the Colonial Board has recommended that the 
appeal from the Lod^e in Hobart Town should be disallowed, and the susjwn- 
sion of that Lod^e by the V. G. M. confirmed. I he tact is that two do.u- 
ments were submitted to our consideration, — one. a letter frt»m the masici oi 
the lodge, the other, a communication from the V G. M , m explanation oi 
his conduct. The former was directed to the (i. M . the second was directed 
to Grand Lodge, or. at least, implied that it was to be laid beitire that bodv. 
We not unnaturally tliou^ht that they were to he consuiere<l as one, and it 
was under that err<»r that we recommended that the appeal should be dis- 
missed, and the suspension confirmed. (Hear, hear ) I cannot pa^s irom thi< 
explanation without taking exception to the doctrine laid doun by Bro Havcr^. 
that the Colonial Board has no pi>wcr to pa-^s an opinion upon the matters 
brought before it. The Colonial Board was appointed to save delay m th<- 
consideration of communication** from the CoKmics: and when we are bound to 
read through the«e communications carefully, it d'»es seem to me absurd i«» 
say that we should not express our opinion in reference to them, but shoul** 
hand them on to G 1- , to be, in all probabilitv. smt back a«ain to us tor 
consideration, after a delay of three months, (Hear, he.tr.) We do not wi<h 
to dictate either to tfie G. M , or to G L.. but we say tliat we have read cer- 
tain documents, and that they ha\e made surh and sui h impressions upon 
our minds, leaving it of course to G L to act a< iliey tlnnk tit tllear. hear i 
Now to touch upon the mam part of Bro. Havers' charge: H anything which 
occurs in (irand I tnl^c c«Mild astonish me. I s|i»»nM i coiurss. be astonished in 
being told that it i»» ue who are rakmn up bve v!i»ne>. It is not we who are 
raking up bye-jiones. l>nt those whi> after llie> ha\e krpt tins Canad:an O"^''- 
tion out of Grand I oilce for the last four y«ars. h\ thr most dexterous ukim- 
agement. have now rais«»l an issue upon it. and have force<l iis. neck and er-T. 
into lis consideration Olear. hear 1 It is tluv. and not we. wht» have hur- 
ried this question on. \ noMc lord (the larl of Carnar\'i>n) whom I am 
Siirry not to see present, had v!uen nouce ot a motion upon the <i«lncrt i»! 
Canada, which motion was snl>so<|uentty witlidravMi at the request of several 
R. W, Brethren, tint the discussion upon it nneht not bo hurried on pre- 
maturely. It is not then. I tlnnk. fair treatinrni «it my noble friend, that we 
should now be taken bv snrpn^^e af»d e.illed \t\un\ i<i discuss tl'is i)nrs(i«>n 
(Hear, hear ^ I will nov% enter into the meiu> o: I'le report, but tirst. I nni<t 
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ask G. L. to recollect how it is that we came to report at all. These papers 
were, as I before said, given to us to report upon ; we have read them through 
and in our report we have given you a summary of them, telling you that 
they show that if concessions had been made at an earlier period Canada 
would not have ceased her connection with us. (Hear, hear.) I fully agree 
with Bro. Henderson in what he has said with regard to the advantages ot 
the craft standing firm as one body, but are we to compliment away Can- 
ada out of deference to any man, however exalted may be his rank? (Hear, 
hear and cheers.) The Colonial Board has, under all the circumstances of 
the case, done more than it was their duty to do. In one of the papers sub- 
mitted to us, Bro. Beach, who has lately visited Canada, tells us that at the 
funeral of a distinguished Brother — Brother Zimmerman — which took place 
while he was in the colony, a very large number of Masons attended, to 
demonstrate their respect for the deceased; that the Deputy P. G. M. of Can- 
ada West, and the Grand Master (so called) of the independents were both 
present, but that in order to prevent any unpleasing demonstration of feeling, 
it was thought advisable to request an American Grand Master to preside on 
that occasion. When such is the state of things, so opposed to the grand 
principles of our order — Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth — the sooner they 
are settled the better, and I can see nothing either offensive or dictatorial in 
our sajdng, that it is our duty to spare no effort to restore the province to a 
condition of Masonic efficiency, union, and harmony. (Hear, hear.) The 
report, in fact, tells you, in a short form, what the letters tell you in a longer 
form. But where is the remedy for these evils to come from? Without doubt 
it must be suggested by the Provincial Grand Lodge. If we, in England, 
know what it is, and how it is to be applied, how comes it that we have not 
administered it during the last three years? (Hear, hear.) You have, as 
usual, locked the door when the horse has gone, and I think you may well 
take the horse's opinion as to how it is to be got into the stable again. But 
it is, I repeat, hardly fair to press this matter forward, and then say that it 
is we who want to force a discussion upon it. We do not ask G. L. to adopt 
the report; all we call upon tHem is to receive it, and enter it upon the minutes 
as usual; but as Bro. Havers has raised the question of the whole report, or a 
part of it, I have nothing to do but to ask you to adopt it in its entirety, for 
if you now shrink from giving your judgment upon the facts which are con- 
tained in the papers now before you. and which our report does nothing else 
but faithfully embody; you may indeed be paying a graceful compliment to 
the executive, but you will go far to abdicate your own functions as a 
governing body. I move, my lord, an amendment, that the whole report 
be adopted. 

W. Bro. Wilkinson seconded the amendment. 

W. Bro. J. Hervey, P. G. D., wished to say one word explanatory of the 
position in which the Colonial Board at present stood. There was no mem- 
ber of that Board but entertained the highest respect for the G. M., and was 
convinced that he was desirous to shape his course in the direction most 
beneficial to the order. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the report, he was 
quite sure that the worthy Bro. who drew it up did so with the conviction, 
that by their agreeing to it, they would confer a benefit on the Craft, and 
carry out the object for which they had been constituted a Board. (Hear, 
hear.) There was however in that report one point on which he did not agree 
with the majority of the Board. He did regret that it should have stated that 
they were to expect their instructions from Canada: but he denied that it had 
been framed in any feeling of disrespect to Grand Lodge, or G. M., or out of a 
desire of dictatorial interference with either of them. He was not quite satis- 
fied that the constitutions had given them a power of expressing an opinion 
upon the matters submitted to them, prima facie, but if that opinion was not 
expressed, the question might be delayed for three or even for six months. 
It would, for instance, come before the Grand Lodge on that night, and be 
referred back to the Colonial Board; the Board would give in their report in 
Oecember, and the decision would be arrived at in March. i.Hea*. hear.) 
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Without at all N^ishing that the Board should dictate to G. L.» it would, he 
thought, be well that they should have the power of expressing their opinion 
to G. L. (Hear, hear) It would then be for Grand Lodge to adopt that 
opinion, or not, just as it might please. The Colonial Board stood in a dif- 
ferent position from the Hoard of General Purposes. If any matter for inquiry 
took place in any part of England, an answer to any letter sent there could 
be received in twenty- four hours, but if they had to write to India, to Jamaica 
or to Australia, they would have to wait weeks and months before they could 
get a reply. He had before stated that he had signed the report as a mere 
ministerial act, but although that was the case, he would say, those who drew 
it up were not imbued with the spirit of insubordination, but were ready to 
pay that respect to the G. M. to which he was justly entitled. (Hear, hear.) 

V. W. Bro Henderson, G. R., remarked that no one had said or thought 
that any member of the Colonial Board wished to treat the G. M. with dis- 
respect. On the contrary, Bro. Havers had most guardedly and property said 
that he acquitted wli<>evor drew up the report from any such feeling, (froni- 
cal cries of hear, hear ) The question was altogether one of discipline. The 
Colonial Board was completely a ministerial body, and as such was not en- 
titled either to pronounce a decision, or to express an opinion, those being 
functions reserved to (irand Lodge itself. 

W. Bro. Mason thought the G. M. might well cry out, " Save me from 
my friends."(Hear. hear.) There was in the report no insinuation that there 
was ansrthing wanting on his part towards the restoration of harmony between 
the G. L. and the Canadian Masons; but the moment the report was read, up 
started a zralou^ Br to talk of the G. M.'s errors and shortcomings. (Hear, 
hear.) He couM not but consider that to be a very injudiciotts course on the 
part of any friends of the (i .M.; and all there were his friends. (Hear, hear.) 
There had no d«Mtht bocn shortcomings; but as the order was founded upon 
the principles of hr.it li<rly love, relief and truth, they were not. by obser\'ing 
one of lhr«vc pnnci[>Ir*. to lose sight of the other two. They were not because 
of their brotherly love. t<» lose sight of tnith; and they were equally bound 
to afford relief t<» those who required it at their hands. But. departing from 
that point, he considered that the Colonial Board required very little vindica- 
tion for a determtnaiion to do their duty. The papers were sent to them by 
G. L, for consideration : thev were referred to them surely for some purpose 
— it could nnt he lor nothing: and as men of business they did something, 
and told Grand Lotl^e where the mistake lay. Should they now be blam«M 
for doing that' He did not believe that Grand Lodge would say, that, be- 
cause they h.id taken that course, they had exceeded their powers. (Hear, 
hear.) The B«>ard was constituted for the sake of saving th*e time of Grand 
Lodge; and what was more proper than that G. L. should hear their opinions.' 
(Hear, hear.) The proposition of Bro. Havers was, he considered, a most 
injudicious one. and they would do wrong to the Colonial Board if they were 
now hurry-scurry to reject their report. (Hear, hear.) 

W. Bro \N arren. as a matter of order, wished to know if it was right that 
one brother UUo Hervey) should have been furnished with a copy of the re- 
port, and thus pLiced in a better position than the other brethren, not one 
of whom had a copv. and could only rely upon their memory in hearing it 
read. (Hear. \u- ir ) 

The D G .M did not consider it at all a question of order. If the worthy 
brother had a charkj* to bring against any officer of the Lodge for furnishing 
the doctiment in .|ne<tion. he might do so; but the abstract question was not 
one of order 

W Bro W arren said his ohtect was to know if he or any other Bro miijht 
go beftire the opening of (irand Lodge to the Grand Secretary's office and 
get a copy 

The T) G M - Cleirly the worthy Bro can go to the G Set'a office and ask 
for any document he pleases It may be granted or it mav he refused But if he 
can show that it was refused to him and granted to another, he will then have a 
just ground tor complaint Before I put the motion. I will make one or two 
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observations in reference to it. I am certainly of opinion that the paragraphs 
which are moved not to be admitted on the minutes, are paragraphs which do 
not affect the subject; and I am distinctly of opinion that they tend to revive 
old sores, and refer to matters which, so far as I could understand what took 
place in March last, were agreed to be forgotten. The G. M. frankly and 
handsomely admitted that he was not free from blame, and presented for the 
adoption of the Canadian Brethren an ultimatum, which he considered a 
sufficient purgative of past errors and shortcomings. The G. M. having done 
that — ^not in a comer — not upstairs in his own room — but in the face of Grand 
Lodge and of the Craft, there can be no excuse for again referring to the errors 
which were so candidly acknowledged. Now I distinctly state, that para- 
graph No. 3 is merely a repetition of those charges which were made in March 
last, and there met in a manner most satisfactory to G. L. I can conceive no 
conduct more ungenerous on the part of any body of men, but especially of 
Masons, than to adopt a resolution which no doubt goes back to former times, 
and condemns former conduct. With regard to the whole of these paragraphs. 
I will say that they contain expressions of opinion for which we did not ask 
the Colonial Board. Bro. Portal says the report ought to be entered on the 
minutes without being adopted; but that I consider a very puerile distinc- 
tion. There it would stand whether adopted or not, recording that certain 
acts which Grand Lodge passed over ought to be condemned, and that, too, at 
a period when it is well known that it is impossible to stay the hand of seces- 
sion in Canada. But I am not quite so sure that the act of the Canadian 
Brethren is entirely owing to the conduct of the Grand Lodge of England. 
I see it recorded that " owing to the rapidly increasing influence of the irregu- 
lar Grand Lodge, as well as from other internal causes, the P. G. L. has been 
placed in a position of great difficulty.'' Now I believe there has been for a 
long time a desire among the minority of the Canadian Brethren to set up 
an independent Grand Lodge for themselves. A small minority of them did 
so. and it having been recognized by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, became the 
nucleus of all those discontented with the Grand Lodge of England. My 
conviction is, that when the truth comes to be sifted, it will be found that the 
neglect of the Grand Lodge of England had been made the stalking horse 
for their throwing oflf their allegiance to it. But the paper goes on still further, 
and in paragraph No. 5 invites us to do all in our power to allay the distrust 
of Grand Lodge, which exists among Canadian Masons, and to prevent the 
reparation which it is now impossible to prevent. We are also told that the 
r G. L. of Canada will in due time point out to us the steps we are to take. 
That, however, is not the position in which we stand to the P. G. L. of Canada.. 
\\> have sent out to the brethren of Canada a proposition in which we stand 
by the P. G. L. of Canada. We have sent out to the brethren in Canada a 
proposition, which the Colonial Board admits to be both ample and sufficient. 
and which gives no excuse to the Canadian brethren. Why should this proposi- 
tion not be as sufficient, when received in April or May last, as if it had 
arrived in Canada at an earlier date? Simply because the determination had 
heen taken to separate, and any concession which could make them would be 
unavailing: to upset that determination. Therefore, Brethren, I do think that 
ilic Colonial Board, in signing this report, has gone beyond its province. I 
may doubtless take a wrong view of their duty; but I take it that the Board 
wns constituted to prevent delay in G. L. by giving a speedy reading and con- 
sideration to all papers that might come from the colonies, and only to repoM 
tlmt they had arrived and what they contained, but to leave the Grand Lode** 
the privilcc^e of deciding upon them. It was not constituted either to la\ 
down the law or to make the slightest suggestion to G. L., or to blame by 
imputation any of its officers. If committees were thus to pronounce upon 
rno^t important subject<;. you would completely do away with the neccsstiv 
for Grand Lodge at all. Under all these circumstances I apree with Bro 
TTnvers. that although wc might send the report back to the Colonial Board, 
it would not be so courteous a proceeding as the motion he had submitted to 
U5 We are bound to give all possible attention to all such portions of that 
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report as legitimately fell within the compass oi the duty of the Colonial Boafd: 
but we are not bound to come to the opinion of that Board in rcierencc to a 
matter the most grave that can possibly come before G. L. I refrain from 
entering into the merits of the dispute itself* as we do not know how we can 
terminate it until we get better acquainted with the subject I, therefore, 
most cheerfully agree with that portion of the report which says that in the 
absence of any ofiicial information, Grand Lodge ought to delay all further 
action, but surely that is not done when we are asked to adopt four paragraphs 
which refer to what has already occurred. I believe it is my duty to make 
these few observations before putting the question to G. L., whether they 
will adopt the whole report or only a portion of it. 

Ttie amendment was then put and declared to be lost. The original mo- 
tion was then put and carried. 

W, 13ro. W. W. Beach, a prominent member of the Grand Lodge 
of England, had paid a visit to Canada in 1857, and while there endea- 
vored to inform him«3eH thoroughly on the C anadian situation. At 
a meeting, at which the lodges of both provinces of Canada were repre- 
sented he had heard opinions expressed, and therefore, knew the views 
not only of the heads of the respective Grand Lodges, but of the past 
masters and past officers. 

His views on this subject are an important addition to the litcra 
ture of the pcricxi. We find that in the " Masonic Observer and (irand 
I^dge Chronicle." of 20th June. 1857, the following letter signed by 
Rro. Beach appeared on Canadian affairs: — 

Sir and Brother — As the Masonic afTair? <•{ Canada h,i\e cauf^etl a con- 
siderable degree of interest amongst th** Frcrnia>on5 in tliK ci»untry, I thiiiK 
it is right that I should give some intortnatt'>n on that subicct It ^^a< nr 
endeavour during my stay in that country to ascertain the fechng< oi thr 
brethren, and to learn from thcin their views as to the bc<;i method ut sMtliiik: 
the difticulties which at pirscni unhappily ext^i In arror<laiue \v:!l: 'ii> 
wishes a meeting was held, ctunposcd of the ProMunal Grand Master i»i <Jn-- 
l)oc, and the Three Rivcr>. thr Deputy Pr<»vinriai lirand Master of C.n... 1 
West, and many Masters ut Lodges in the latter Pro\mce. The letter <>i «li« 
M. VV Grand Master wa^ read, and each brother in turn proceeded to <ia'.« 
his opinion with regard to the course that ought to be pursued. Every one 
concurred in an expression ot gratification at the very handsome manner n. 
which the M. W. (irand Master had alluded to former e\enti.. and had grantee 
considerable conceptions They deeply regretted that the time for such ar 
arrangement as th.it proposed had passed b> It wa^ not iliat time had im- 
paired their feelings of lovalty and attachment ti> the Grand I.odce of V.v.y,- 
land, though much dissaii^jfaction had arisen am«Miv!-t those who had pnv:- 
onsly resisted any proposal of a rebellious nature; but it was the exisirni-e 
of an illegal Grand Lruige. That body had now gained surh strength that 
any attempt to control them must prove unMiccessiul If decisive measures 
had been adopted by the (irand Lodge of Fngiand in the tirst instance, the 
movement might ha\e b<on rhrcked It was n<»w too latr The formation <>: 
.ir, independent Gran*! Chapter had augmented the din'i tiltsi-s n; ih< «'a>e. T!ie 
f irand Lodge of Iril.md also had pursued a course bv no means wj<e or pol.*'* 
( »n being applied t<» for rtcoenitHm bv the indrp<ndent bodv. it appears tha' 
a letter was written to the (irand I odve oi I-n^'land asking for .idvi/*e and 
information. No answer was reiurne<l; an«l the (irand Lodge t»! Ireland w:i** 
an undue precipitance consenird to acknowledge the Brethren who had ap- 
plied as the Grand l.iwlge «»i Ganada. but was at the s.ime time willing ti» re- 
tain under its iuri«idirtion anv I o<1vjrs that preferred tr» remiin ?«. Such bene 
the case of things, r.o hope of atrreement was left on thr ba^is of the pre^en* 
p'opos.il from the M W Grand \!asirr It must br evident that antagonist 
..nthorit»e« are mo<t innuNa! to the interests of Freemasonry In manv ••' 
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sUfbces the best friends are debarred from all Masonic intercourse with each 
other. One instance might be sufficient to exemplify the present circumstances. 
On the melancholy death of Bro. Zimmerman, who was held in high estima- 
tion throughout the Craft, the brethren anxious to testify their respect, attended 
the funeral in great numbers. The Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Canada 
West and the Independent Grand Master were present From the jealousy 
that prevailed, neither was able to preside on the occasion, and it was neces- 
sary to request an American Grand Master to occupy the first place — to the 
great annoyance of the Canadian brethren. No exertions had been wanting 
on their part to maintain the allegiance of the Canadian Masons; but some 
were seceding from time to time; and of those who left them none ever re- 
turned. The Independent body gladly welcomed the new adherents to their 
cause. Amongst them might be counted some of the most energetic Masons 
in the province. The plan which they unanimously concurred in recommend- 
ing for adoption was, that the Grand Lodge of England should recognize the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada as an independent Grand Lodge; that 
their Charters should be given up, with a request that they might be subse- 
quently restored as a memorial of the connection that had subsisted; that they 
had reason to believe that in the event of this being granted, the independent 
body would join them; and that they would agree in recognizing the Grand 
Lodge of England as a final court of appeal. Should it be rejected, the result 
would be that the Lodges would drop off one by one, and those who had 
maintained their allegiance hitherto unswerving and true, would see no course 
open to them but to follow the example which had so unhappily been set them 
in an earlier day. 

I am, Sir and Brother, Yours Fraternally, 

M. Wither Beach, M.P., 
P.M. 10, 90, 460. P.M.S.G.W., Oxon. 



CHAPTER CXVI. 

The Dissolution of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada 
West, and the Formation of the Ancient Grand Lodge 
OF Canada, September, 1857. 

So important an event as the union of the Craft in Canada could 
not but command the attention of the Masonic world remote from the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge. The Masonic press of the continent 
had heralded the approaching event and foreshadowed a state of unity, 
which betokened permanent harmony in Canada. 

The membership of the Grand Lodge of Canada and the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West were not as confident, although 
those at the helm felt that by a generous yielding on disputed points 
and the evincing of a desire to meet in the true spirit of Masonry, 
many difficulties would be overcome. 

It will be recollected by the reader that in 1857 the question of 
union had assumed tangible form. M.W. Bro. Wilson, with his friends 
and brethren had talked over the probability of effecting such a result, 
and the possibility of reconciling the views of those who differed on 
cardinal points, for many opposite opinions were held, so extreme that 
with some a realization of what was sought for was not looked upon as 
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within the lines of discussion. Still, the end desired was worth an en- 
deavor, and the more energetically, therefore, did the leaders of the 
newly-formed Grand Lodge exert their power and influence to bring 
about the union. 

From June until September Masonic affairs were discussed with 
eagerness in all the lodges of both organizations. There was a general 
feeling of satisfaction amongst the members of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, for they felt that whatever fault might be found with their 
prompt secession from the Grand Lodge of England, when that body 
showed gross neglect of Canadian interests, undoubtedly they had the 
fealty of their own members and a considerable amount of sympathy 
from many that were yet within the fold of the Provincial Grand I-odge 
of Canada West. 

However, the Craft waited the turn of events and the officers of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge were cautious and reticent. There were deep 
friendships existing between many of the members in the rival organi- 
zations, and the feeling of bitterness was gradually changing to one of 
friendliness, the more especially as the heads of both Grand Lodges 
had been brought into contact, suggesting plans which would meet 
the difficulties that presented themselves. The propositions and 
counter-propositions of both sides of those favoring union on some 
terms were debated in the lodge room, talked over in private and sub- 
mitted to every test in order that when the time for action came it 
might be so definite that it could not be departed from. R. W. Bros 
MacNab, J^idout, Harding, Richardson, Hartnan and Harington, had 
determined that before midnight on the 9th September, the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West would be a thinp^ of the past, and that 
another governing body would arise out of its dissolution in the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada. 

According to amngement an especial meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge was held on Wednesday, the 9th ^ptember, 1857. at 
which the Provincial body was to be dissolved and a sovereif^ body 
created. There were present: 

R.W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab, Bart., Provincial Grand Master. 
R.W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master. 
V.W. " George W. Whitehead. G. S. Warden. 
V.W. *' John Harding, G. J. Warden. 
V.W. ** The Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. Qiaplain. 
V.W. ** Wm. M. Jamieson* G. Treasurer. 
V.W. •• Kathan Gatchell, G. Registrar, 
V.W. '* Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 
W. " Sam. B. Harman, G. S. Deacon. 
W. •* William Graham, as G. I. Deacon. 

" F. W. Cumberland, G. Supt. W(»rks. 
W. " Charles Kahn, Asst. G. D. of Ceroinonieji 
W, ** Thomas Swinarton. G. Sword Bcarrr. 

- H. G. R. Fripp, as G. Organist 
W " W. H. Weller, as G. Pursuivant. 

•• A. W. Sims, J. B. Cherriman. G. Stewards 
*' Tames Foreman, G. Tyler. 
R.W. " Thomas D. Harington. P. G Master for Onehec and 

Three Rivers 
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W. " WilUam Miller, P.M. Albion Lodge,. Quebec. 
John H. Ritchey, Past G. Sword Bearer. 

Representatives From Lodges. 

No. I. St. Andrew's lodge, Toronto — V. W. Bro. F. W. Barron, P.M.; 

Bro. Norman Bethune, S. W.; Bro. Thomas Ridout, J- W, 
No. 3. St. John's lodge, Kingston — W. Bro. Samuel D. Fowler, P. M.; 

Bro. James h. Rowan, S. W. 
No. 4. Belleville lodge, Belleville — W. Bros. Alfred A. Campbell, J. C. 

Frank, and t . W. Alport, P. Ms. 
No. s. St. John's lodge, Cobourg— W. Bro. W. H. Weller, M. 
No. 6. Union lodge, Napanee — W. Bros. B. C. Davy, and William 

Gunn, P. Ms. 
No. 7. Western Light lodge, Bolton — Bro. Robert Elliott, S. W. 
No. 14. Richmond lodge, Richmond Hill — V. W. Bro. David Bridge- 
ford, P. M. 
No. 18. Ionic lodge, Toronto — W. Bro. William H. Stanton, M.; Bro. 

John Blackburn, S. W. 
No. 19. United lodge, Brighton — W. Bro. J. B. Young, M. 
No. 20. Ontario IcSge, Port Hope — V. W. Bro. Joseph B. Hall, 

P. M. ; Bro. John Donovan, J. W. 
No. 21. True Britons'Jodge, Perth — W. Bros. John Murray, M., and 

Robt. Douglas, P. M. 
No. 23. Corinthian lodge, Peterborough — W. Bro. D. Sutherland, M.; 

V. W. Bro. Geo. Cunningham, P. M.; Bro. Vincent dementi, 

S. W. 
No. 25. Kemptville lodge, Kemptville — W. Bros. R. Leslie, and R. 

Waugh, P. Ms. 
No. 28. Jerusalem lodge, Bowmanville — W. Bros. R. S. Manning, M., 

and G. H. Low, P. M. 
No. 29. Amity lodge, Dunnville — ^W. Bro. L. Weatherly, P. M. 
No. 30. Rose lodge. Sandwich — Bro. W. Mercer, S. W. 
No. 32. Trent lodge, Trenton — W. Bro. John Powers, M. 
No. 33. Mount Zion lodge, Borelia — W. Bro. James Baird, P. M. 
No. 34. St. George's lodge, Gosfield— Bro. John Simons, S. W. 
No. 35. Composite lodge, Whitby— W. Bros. Charles Clark, M. and 

James Wallace, P. M. 
No. 36. WcUand lodge, Fonthill— W. Bro. Isaac P. Willson, M.; W^ 

Bro. Geo. Gamble, P. M. ; Bro. Everando, J. W. 
No. 37. St George's lodge, London— V. W. Bro. John Harding* 

P. M. 
No 38. King Solomon's lodge, Woodstock — W. Bro. Schuyler, D. 

Brown, M. 
No. 39. Wellington lodge, Chatham— Bro. E. B. Donelly, S. W. 
No. 42. Madoc lodge, Madoc— W. Bro. John Francis, M. 
No. 43. Erie lodge, Morpeth— Bro. Matthew Wilson, J. W. 
No. 44. Consecon lodge, Consecon — W. Bro. Levi C. Bailey, M. 
No. 45. Corinthian lodge, Stanley's Mills— W. Bro. C. Burrill, M., 

Joseph Figg and H. Pearen, P. Ms. 
No. 46. Merrickville lodge, Merrickville^Bro. George Towner, T. W. 
No. 47. Victoria lodge. Port Samia — Bro. James Drake, S. W.' 
No. 48. North Gower lodge, North Gower— Bro. H. Holden, J. W. 
No. 49. Done lodge, Ottawa — ^W. Bro. James Wilson. M. 
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No. 50. Corinthian lodge, OtUwa — W. Bro. W. J. B. McLcod Moore, 

No. 52. :^nucoe lodge, Sinicoe — W. Bro. M. 11. Foley, M. 

No. 53. Uurham lodge, Newcastle — W. Bro. J. 1*. Lovekin, M.; Bro. 

b. VVilmot, J. W. 
No. 54. Stirling looge, Stirling — W. Bro. Geo. E. Bull, P. M. 
No. 55. St. Jolms lodge, ioronto — \V. Bro. d. ii. Wylie, M.; Bro. 

Wm. Hay, S. W.; Bro. David Stirling, J. VV. 
No. 56. Oxford lodge, Woodstock — V. VV. Bro. Geo. VV. Whitehead, 

P. M. 
No. 57. Faithful Brethren lodge, Manilla — Bro. A. Smith, S. VV. 

Several members of private lodges were admitted to the Grand 
Lodge. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form at 8 o'clock 
p.m.. with solcnm prayer. 

The committee which had been appointed at tho last meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge to confer with a counuiitee of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada for the purpose of arranging terms of union between 
the two Grand Lo<lges, reported their *procee<lm^'s and conclusions in 
the shape of a submission of the minutes of the joitit meeting. It was 
thought best to put the matter before the Pmvnn lal l)ody in this form, 
as being more clear and comprehensive. 

This important document, the adoption of wliicli M-ttlrd the future 
government of .Masonry in Canada West, and praiiuallv settled the 
question of doubt as to sovereign power iii llie pruvmccs ot umiiMl 
Canada, is given in full, the prop)osed articles of unu>n offered U\ the 
Provincial body being given with tlu* amen<liiu-nt's offered b\ the 
Grand I^dge of Canada. 

This historic meeting took place in the Intj^o inoin sittiati'<i in 
the upper story of the east wing of tlu- St. l^iurence buiMings. on 
Wednesday, the 5th day of /\ugxisi. 1S57. 

There were present on behalf of the Gran<l l.od^o *>f (.'anada 
R. W. Bros. W. C Stephens, W. B Simpson. <i L \llan, James 
Daniel], Kivas TulK. Thomas B. Harris 

On behalf of the Provincial Grand Ltnli^r uf ( ana<ia Wr'^t: \'. W. 
Rro. S. B. Harman. R. W. Bro. T. D. Harin^t.Mi. V. \V Hro^ G W 
Whitehead. J. Harding. F. \^^ CumtuTland. I*' W liarr<m. K. 
Richardson. 

Rro. W. C. Stephens was requested to tako the chair, and lUi» S 
n. Harman the vice-chair Rro T. B Harris ua^ n'lnirstt-d i.> not ^^ 
secretary on behalf of the Grand T-odge of ('ana<la, and l*ro. F 
Richardson on behalf of the Provincial Grand Lod^o 

Rro. F. Richardson read the following rovohition of the Provin- 
cial Grand T-odge. 

(Copy oi re^<^ltiti«>n .nloptrd at th«» h.Tlf-yr.ir'v 'M,T»i?ii; o^ thr PrM\ ■•:.-■ il 
Gr.in<l I.r»*!t!r of CjiLnta Wc'-t h«»lcirn at Torr»nt«> «-»•♦ 1 h ^ 1 jv ih.* ^.»»r <l.v 
of June. i85;7"> 

" RrM>Ivfd Tli.it the intfrr^K of Ma^onrv rr^vr •♦nt p^rfrrt iin't\ n{ 
thr Craft <hoti]d J»r restored and rmintainrd thr.»iu'^«^'!t f'»r Pr,»\Mnr<» 

"That the PToxincial Cr.ind Lodiir. Krint? artnatr.t !)v thr spirit of *h^ 
forrrotfik' rc^rdution .nnd afo<*t>tine an inttmntion of ,in .iiv-.m* it« ^irr --vn 
the p.-^rt of the nirm!>cr< of thr Grand 1 odvjr of Cuo'H '«»r a u'"'»n u*!b tl'o^e 
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composing the Provinchal Grand Lodge, with a view to the restoration of' 
perfect unity among Freemasons in Canada — 

" ResoIvcd-^That the committee appointed on the 23rd October, 1856. 
be ' re-appointed, with power to take such measures as they may consider 
necessary and expedient to effect such unity, and to meet any committee 
appointed for a like purpose by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and with them 
to negotiate preliminary terms on which such re-union may be accomplished 
and consolidated, reporting at the next meeting of this Grand Lodge." 

A true copy. 

Francis Richardson, G. S. 

Bro. T. B. Harris read the following resolution of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada. 

(Copy of a resolution adopted at the Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, held at the city of Montreal, commencing the 8th day of 
July, 1857.) 

It was on motion. 

Resolved — That the M. W. Grand Master appoint 3 committee to nego- 
tiate a union with the Provincial Grand Lodge; and that it be an instruc- 
tion to that committee, that they Entertain no proposition not based on an 
entire independence of Freemasonry in Canada, nor any implication upon the 
constitutionality or correctness of the present position of this Grand Lodge* 
but that on all other points it is the desire of the Grand Lodge to meet them 
on a footing best calculated to bring about the union they so much desire. 

"The M. W. Grand Master has been pleased to appoint the following as 
a committee to confer with the committee named in the circular of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, bearing date the 23rd day of October. 18^6: 

" R. W. Bros. A. Bernard. George L. .Allan, W. C. Stephens, James Daniell, 
Thos. B. Harris, W. B. Simpson, Kivas Tully." 

A true extract. 

Thos. B. Harris. G. b. 

It was proposed by Bro. S. B. Harman, seconded by Bro. W. B. Simp- 
son, and unanimously adopted: 

"That the proceedings of this meeting be considered as without pre- 
judice to the respective committees, or the bodies represented by them, should 
their negotiation fail." 

On motion of Bro. G. L. Allan, seconded by Bro. W. Whitehead, it 
was unanimously resolved: 

" That unity being the first grand and fundamental principle of Free- 
masonry, the more widely that principle will admit of practical application 
in the government of the Craft, the better will the interests of Masonry be 
served. It is, therefore, the opinion of this meeting that a union of the whole 
Masonic fraternity in Canada, under one Grand Lodge will best promote 
the interest of all the Freemasons of Canada." 

It was moved by Bro. F. W. Cumberland, seconded by Bro. Kivas Tully, 
and carried unanimously: 

" That in view of the terms of authority under which this meeting is held, 
no question of constitutionality as affecting either body be discussed, but that 
both lodges meet as equals, and in a spirit of mutual and generous concilia- 
tion for the good of Masonry." 

It was moved by Bro. F. Barron: 

"That the precedents given by Preston in his record of the union of 
the two Grand Lodges of England, appear to be peculiarly applicable for 
the union now under negotiation, and accordinRly that such precedents both 
in regard to the articles of union and the form of proredurc be adopted, under 
such adaptation as may be necessary." 
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The consideration of this resolution was deferred, whilst on the motion 
of Bro. F. Barron, the proposed articles of union were read. The committee 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada then requested an adjournment to afford them 
an opportunity of considering the said draft of proposed articles of union. 

On reassembling, the committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada sug- 
gested the following amendments to each as follows: 

Article L There shall be, from and after the next ensuing, a full, 

perfect and perpetual union of and between the two fraternities of Free and 
Accepted Masons of Canada, above described, so that in all time hereafter 
they shall form and constitute but one brotherhood, and that the said com- 
munity shall be represented in one Grand Lodge, to be solemnly formed. 

constituted, and held on the said next ensuing, and from ih^iicefi-- 

ward forever. 

Amendment suggested by the Committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
insert date. July 9. 1H58. Strike out the word ** two " and make ** fraternities " 
•'fraternity" Strike out. "above described." For - tluy • read "it." Strike- 
out from " to be s<»lemnly " to *' next ensuing.*' and read " from and after the 
gth July, 1858. and from thence forward forever." 

Article IL There shall be the most perfect unity of obligation, of discip- 
line, of working the Lodges, of making, passing and raising, instructing, and 
clothing brothers; so that one pure, unsullu-d system, according to the Ken- 
uine landmarks, laws and traditions of the craft, sliall be maintained, upheld, 
and practiced from the day and date of the said uniun. until time shall be 
no more. 

Agreed to. 

Article IIL To pre\ont all controversy or dispute as to the gonuiuc 
and pure obligations, forms, rulrs. and ancient traditions ni Masonry, and 
further to unite and bin<l the whole fraternity <*i Masons in one indissoluble 
bond, it is agreed that the ohlij^ations and form> that ha\e. from time im- 
memorial been established, used and practised m the crah. shall be rec<j^ni/cd, 
accepted, and taken by the members of b4»ih fratn nines as the pure and 
genuine obligations and tornis by whirh the united (trand Lodges oi T.inada 
shall be bound, and tor the purpose of receiving and cutnnuinicating due 
light: and settling this tmitormity of regulation and instruction, it is further 
agieed that brotherl> application be made to the Grand Lodges of E'ln^land. 
Scotland and Ireland trom whom we hail, to comnuinicate in su«'h a man- 
ner as the said tirand 1 od^e.s may deem most fitting in the pure ohii>;.itioa*, 
forms, rules, and ancient traditions of Ma^^onry 

For "Ixith" read "the"; and for "fraternities." " fraternity ** 

Strike out " united " 

Strike out all after the words '* shall be bound " 

.^^ticlc IV For the purpose of estal>li«?hing and securinii; this perfect 
uniformity in all the warranted Lodges, it is agreed, tliat a< soon as these 
presents shall have rcceixed the sanction of the respective Grand Lod^:es, the 

two Grand Musters shall appoint each worthy and expert Master 

Masons or Past Masirrs of their respective fraternities, a committee to exa- 
mine and compare the several rituals of the aforesaid (»r.ind I odijo^ of Vv.i^' 
land. ScolLind and Ireland and to select therefr<mi stub as niav seem to the 
said committer to c<miain the ohliRaiion^. forms rules and ancient tradi- 
tions of XLivonrv 'O the w.*t>\ pure and genuine f«»'in. which sele**ed r:'ual 
shall be pre>enl»«l !«'r the examination and api»To\.»l mI the I'n'td ^ira'id 
Lodge, at an especial meeting of the I'mted (irand I.ov!>;e. to be h«»Men for 
tha» purpose 

Omit this article The Grand T ndt:e has the power to rcKulate a'! su.h 
matters. 

.Article V ^ >n il » - - heiMj the <lav app'MMt«'d !«»r l!ie »^vt",«». v . m1 

union of both iV i»r rni»«rs. the ^v'Jl^^I'^ sin'l t«»:*hu.th •,>'.»• i^d l«» t!.e ''c.*- 
ti«»n of a Grand M:iSt«T .» l)«]»i!tv Graml Ma'»'«i. Grand W ird« i»^ <".■ i' I 
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Treasurer,. Grand Registrar, and Grand Secretary, for the year ensuing, and 
to prevent delay the brother so elected to the office of Grand Master shall 
forthwith be obligated pro tempore, that the Grand Lodge may be formed. 
The said Grand Master shall then appoint the remaining officers hereinafter 
mentioned, and the Grand Incorporated Lodge shall be then opened in ample 
form," under the style of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons ol 
Canada. 

Omit this article. The election to take place as provided by the con- 
stitution o! the G. Lodge of Canada, art. 2, p. 14, large copy, as follows: 
" The officers of the G. Lodge shall be respectively elected or appointed as 
hereinafter provided, and hold their offices for one year, or until their suc- 
cessors shall have been regularly elected or appointed." 

Article VL The United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of Canada 
shall be composed in the following manner, as a just and perfect representa- 
tion of the whole Masonic fraternity of Canada, that is to say, of 

The Grand Master; Past Grand Masters; Deputy. Grand Master; Past 
Deputy Grand Masters; District Grand Masters; Past District Grand Masters; 
Grand Wardens; Past Grand Wardens; Grand Chaplain; Past Grand Chap- 
lains; Grand Treasurer; Past Grand Treasurers; Grand Registrar; Past Grand 
Registrars; Grand Secretary; Past Grand Secretaries; Grand Deacons; Past 
Grand Deacons; Grand Supt. of Works: Grand D. of Ceremonies; Assistant 
Grand D. of Ceremonies: Grand Sword Bearer: Grand Organist: Grand Pur- 
suivant; Grand Stewards: The Masters and Wardens of every Lodge; Past 
Masters of Lodges, who have regularly served and passed the chair, and who 
have continued without secession regularly contributing members of a war- 
ranted lodge. 

All Grand Officers in the said respective Grand Lodges shall retain and 
hold the rank and privileges in the United Grand Lodge as Past Grand offi- 
cers, including the present Grand and Past Grand Masters, the Deputy Grand 
Masters, Grand Wardens, Grand Chaplains. Grand Treasurers, Grand Re- 
gistrars, Grand Secretaries, and Grand Deacons, in their several degrees, ac- 
cording to the seniority of their respective appointments. 

Omit all to the words "warranted Lodge." and then read: 

All the Grand Officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge shall retain and 
hold the rank and privileges in Grand Lodge as Past Grand Officers, the 
Provincial Grand Masters to hold rank as Past Deputy Grand Masters, and 
Deputy Provincial G. Masters to hold rank as Past District Deputy Grand 
Masters, all other officers to be Past Officers, corresponding with their present 
rank. 

Article VIL The United Grand Lodge being now duly constituted, the first 
proceeding, after solemn prayer, shall be to read and proclaim the act of 
union, duly executed and sealed with the seals of the two Grand Lodges: 
after which, the same shall be solemnly accepted by the members present. 
A day shall be then appointed for the installation of the Grand Officers, with 
due solemnity, upon which the Grand Master shall, in open Lodge, with his 
own hand, affix the new great seal to the said instrument, which shall be de- 
posited in the archives of the United Grand Lodge, and to be the bond of 
union among the Masons of the United Grand Lodge of Canada, and the 
Lodges dependent thereon, until time shall be no more. The said new great 
.seal shall be made for the occasion, and shall be composed out of both the 
great seals now in use. after which the present two great seals shall be broken 
and defaced, and the new seal shall be alone used in all warrants, certificates 
and other documents to be used thereafter. 

Omit all this. 

Article VIII. .\ll private Lodges, which shall at or within the space 
of three months of the formation of the United Grand Lodge of Canada, 
declare their allegiance to the .said Grand Lodge, shall be registered and 
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numbered in the books of the Grand Lod^e. according to seniority, this being 
determined by the date** o( their respective original warrants (or dispensa- 
tions, if acting under (hsprnsations); but should any lodge neglect to make 
such declaration nt allegiance before the expiration of the said period of three 
months, they, together with all lodges now dormant, shall, on applying to be 
placed on the roll of the Grand Kodgc. take rank after all Lodges registered 
at the time of the union or within the prescribed time thereof, notwithstanding 
the numbers of which thoy now stand on the respective roll. 

Omit ** at " or "within" to "G Lod^e of Canada" and insert "on or 
before the gth day 01 July," 1K5H 

Omit from " expiration " to " three months." and insert *' the said 9th 
day of July. 1858 *" 

Omit from "the tune »»i*' to "thereof." and insert "the said 9th dav 
of July. 1858." 

The (^>miniitce of the G Lodi»e of Canada explained that the oldest 
Lodge under their Miri«ii<Mion. dating its torniation in the year 175^. w^s now 
denominated the I.o^iee of \nti<niity. and taken off the roll of numbers, leav- 
ing No. I vacant 

Article IX \l! the property oi the said two fraternities, whether funded, 
real, or per.son.il. ^hall he^ome the pr<iperty of the United Grand Lodge 
of Canada, and all moneys due to the two (jrand Lodges by the private 
lodges under their 'tinsduiion^ prior to and at the time of the union shall 
be paid by the v.iitl j.ii\.»t»' l«n|^jes to tin united (irand Lodge, within three 
months from the d ite of the union, under pam of for letting their respecti>e 
w*arrants. 

The committee oj the G Lo<lgc of Canada decline entertaining or enter- 
ing on any (juesiicm of money matter*? l he ProMneial (jrand Lodge are at 
liberty to do as thev tbink he^t with their funds 

Article X The itind>» appropriated to the objects of Masonic benevolence 
shall not be infnukMtl on i<ir any purpose, but shall be kept strictly and solemnly 
devoted to charr\ ai'<l pimn «^':.iI1 \n- i.iki-n to mcre.isc ihe same. 

Omit: the Constitution provides for this 

Article XI It* t»r«!tr that the pr<M-eedin>:s on the <la\s of the general as- 
sembly aiiil re niii«»T: ■.•. the two trateTmtie«>. mav he coutliicted in the Solemn 
and unprev«.i\r iM.u.t;* r »ii.:vii no iinp«irt.int an o».v.is|Mn uiiperati\ely demands, 
it IS ametd ih.it tin »«>n!mittees oi the tw<» iraternities a(>pointed to nego- 
tiate .iiul arran^!e t'.<- t<rniv «»f uiiMm. shall be luriher directed and em- 
powered t** arranir* and sittir the order ot procee<linK to be observed on the 
ni(»vt aiiNjiuinuN o«c,.^ion. t.iMiik: as tluir jiinde. as far a* circumstances will 
permit, the cerini"j..es oh-Hcr\e»l by the two (iran<i Lixlt^es of Kngland at 
their unjini, as <l<"H^nhid in Tresions lli«.Tor\ of Masonry 

Omit. 

ThcreiifK>ii a Itiii^tlu »KI>atc ctiMii'd. and on bcin^ subsequently 
limited to Art. No i, the followinfj incnioraiuium was presented by 
the Committee ot tlu* Truvincial Cirand LchI^c of Canada Weiit: — 

That Ml e\p;a»i.i!.on o' ihe |>ropoN.ns made b\ the Committee from the 
ProMiicial (»rand I o«lk:e •»! i an.t<ia W e>t. it is ottered by Art No I. to 
merge the two h.,ih» ■«. litre ripre^rnied. into »»ne linted (»rand Lodge of 
Canada, to ht furinrl and coiistitutt <1 at a d.^te t«j be deter mined " 

After a leni^lhv debate ant! further adioumment, at the retiuest 
of the Committee «d the ( irand L<Mli;e t»J Canada, from six to eijjht 
o'clock p.tn . tJKit ( oMit^Mttee. <m re-asscml»lin>». returned the said 
nHMiioratuliim ahe^'cil as f- dlows: — 

" That in e\p!an.i*:«in oi the prop«>vd made by the committee from the 
Grand L<»dije r^» (.'an.. 4a W e<t. it i^ oifertd by Art No i, to merge the two 
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bodies here represented into one Grand Lodge of Canada, to be held on the 
gth day of July, 1858." 

The committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge on re-considering the sug- 
gestion, presented the following memorandum: 

'* That inasmuch as the counter proposition now received from the com- 
mittee of the Grand Lodge of Canada simply amounts t^ the Provincial 
Grand Lodge being admitted into the Grand Lodge of Canada at its next 
regular Annual Communication, rather than the fusion of the now existing 
separate bodies, this committee regrets its inability to assent to any resolu- 
tion not bearing on the face of it perfect equality and Masonic rank on both 
sides, and thus preservative of the dignity of both bodies here represented." 

Whereupon, after consideration, the committee of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada submitted the following proposition: 

" The committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada regret to feel that the re- 
solution now adopted by the committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge, if 
that resolution is to be considered for the present irrevocable, precludes the 
possibility of that union that they had earnestly hoped would be this day 
consummated; they, therefore, look forward with confidence that the de- 
layed amalgamation of the bodies may be effected by the Annual Communi- 
cation of the Grand Lodge of Canada on the 9th July, 1858, and that on that 
occasion the members of the Provincial Grand Lodge will meet on terms of 
perfect equality with the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and take 
equal part with them in the business of that day, and all future proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge." 

To which the committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge replied as fol- 
lows: 

*' The comniittee of the Provincial Grand Lodge, with regard to the 
passage in the present memorandum from the committee of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, that * they look forward with confidence that the amalgamation of 
the bodies may be effected at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada in July, 1858,' beg to reply that if the word ' amalgamation ' may be 
accepted in the sense of fusion of the existing bodies into one new body, as 
used by the committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge, they see no reason 
why such amalgamation should not be immediately consummated." 

No written answer being given, the following concluding memorandum 
was offered with a request to withdraw the foregoing, which request was 
declined: — 

' That the difference between the committees seems to be, that the Grand 
Lodge proposes an amalgamation, which, in truth and in fact would be a 
mere reception by it, as a superior, of the Prov. Grand Lodge as an inferior 
body, whilst the Prov. Grand Lodge proposes a fusion of the two existing 
bodies into one new body, to be constituted by and composed of .both, and 
preservative of the dignity and past acts of both; such a fusion this committee 
will cordially accept, but any amalgamation ignoring the existence, rank and 
dignity of the Prov. Grand Lodge cannot be entertained." 

Wliereupon. the following memorandum was offered by the Comniittee of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada: — 

" In accordance with the terms of the resolution last proposed, the com- 
mittee of the Grand. Lodge of Canada are prepared to recommend to the 
Grand Lodge. 

*' That the Grand Officers of the Prov. Grand Lodge shall be accorded 
equal past rank in the Grand Lodge, to that they held in the Prov. Grand 
Lodge. 

" That all Lodges declaring their affiliation with the Grand Lodge of 
Canada previously to the next Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, 
shall takr numerical rank, according to the dates of their Warrants, equally 
with the lodges at present in alliance with the Grand Lodge of Canada. 
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''That the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and the members 
of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, and of the Prov. Grand Lodge 
Montreal and William Henry, and Quebec and Three Rivers, if they sec 
fit. shall enter the Grand Lodge Room in procession — shall take their peti- 
tion under their respective banners, and then and there proceed to the elec- 
tion of the Grand Oliicers of the Grand Lodge." 

To which the following answer was presented:^ 

** The Committee of the Prov. Grand Lodge are undrr the necessity of 
rejecting the last memorandum as irrelevant to Art. No. i of the proposed 
Articles of Union, beyond which the discussion has not yet passed, and as a 
question of internal discipline solely belonging to the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
the Committee regret that such a resolution should have been offered to 
them, and they propose to close the proceedings by an adoption of the 
minutes." 

(Signed) VV. C. Stephens. 

Chairman. 
iranciN fvicharfUon. 

Secretary. 
5 til August. 1X57 

These minutes, being read, were discussed by the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, and a!! points were debated, after which it was utiani- 
niously detenuiiucl to adopt the minutes as read, thereby endorsing the 
action of the committee which had acted oti behalf of the IVovincial 
body. 

R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacXab then said that the Provincial 
(irand Lodge of Canada West had declared its independence b\ 
the confirmation of the minutes of the meeting of 30th June, which 
contained the following resolution: 

*' VImI with nnfnvjned grief llii< ProviM01.1l Gr.-ind Lod^e. in fi<lclity !•> thr 
Or<!cr within this ProMncc. is c<>nstr.iMu*d Ui «Ucl.ire that scparatt* orvr.iTU/a 
tiiin IS necessary (cir the efficiency and vt.ihility of Free Ma<onry in (".in i«la " 

" That «»n the c<mfirmati<m of the forcKtnn>» rcNoUition (at thr n«*\i en- 
suing nic<tinK of this Provincial Grand LodK<*>. this (irand 1 od^;«• vhall d**- 
clare itself an independent Grand Lodge, all warrants from the (irand 1 odue 
of England being returned thereto. 

"The Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West ha\ing ni»w dc(.larc<1 its 
independence 

L as the representative of the Most Worshipful the Grand Master of 
England, now direct and require, iliat every Master or delegate. Imhl.nK any 
warrant of a IocIrc from the Grand Lod^e of EnKland, do nfiw return the 
<arne to me. in accordance with the sujijjcstion of the Grand Master of Eng- 
land, contained in Ins address to the Grand Lod>;e on the 4th of March la«;t 

Whereupon the warrants of the following lodi;es were handed Xn the R. 
W Prov. Grand Master by the Masters or delegates of their respective 
LodRCS: — 

No. I St Andrew's. Toronto: No 3, St J«»hn's. Kinijston: N<» 4. IWlle- 
ville. Belleville: No 5. St Johns. Cohourj;: No 6. I'nion. Naf)anee: No 7. 
Western I inht, Hnhon: No 14. Richmond Richmond Hill (Ois». No !*<. 
If»nic. Tort>nlo. No ig I'niled. Hn^jhton. N«» JO. ( )ntario Port llnpr. Nt) 
21. True Hrit 'Us' Perth. Nf> 2$ Kemptville. Kemptville: Nt> j8. j«rux.ilem. 
Row main ille. No J*h .\mity. Dunnville: N** .^o. Ro«»e. Sandwuh N«» \2. 
Trent, Trenton. No ^V Mount Zion. Borelia: No vt. St Georvje's ('lostir'-l; 
Ko .^^, Composite Whitby: No 56. Welland Fonthill: No ^7. St <fei>rv'e's. 
London. No 3S Kin« Salomon's. Woodstock; No. 30. Wellink^ton. Chaiham. 
K<». 4J, Madoc. Matloc. No 43. Erie. Mi>rpeth: No 44. Consecon ('««nsec«.:i . 
No 4;, CorinllKan Stanley's Mills: No 46. Mrrrick\i1le. Merrick villo; N'» 47- 
Vu toria, port S.irnia. No 48. North ("lower. North (-ower; N<» 40 ni»nc 
Ottawa; No 50 Connilnan. Ottawa: No 5J. Simcoe. Simcoe: No 5.1. D.ir 
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ham, Newcastle; No. 54, Stirling, Stirling; No. 55, St John's, Toronto (Dis,); 
No. 56 Oxford, Woodstock (Dis.); No. 57, Faithful Brethren, Manilla (Dis.). 

This statement having been made it was resolved unanimously, 

" That in true, loyal, and constitutional succession to the late Prov. Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, a Grand Lodge of Canada be now formed, constituted 
and proclaimed, under the title of the ''^ Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada.'* 

The Grand Lodge rose in approval of this resolution, and after 
being seated, a second resolution was read and passed unanimously: 

• That the late Representative of the Most Worshipful, the Grand Master 
of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of England, our esteemed and dis- 
tinguished Brother, Sir Allan Mac Nab, of Dundurn, Baronet, be now elected 
Grand Master of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada." 

The loud applause with which this resolution was welcomed was 
sufficient testimony that it had not only the approval but the hearty 
endorsement of the Craft assembled. So that all things might be done 
in as fraternal a manner as possible, it was also decided that, in accord- 
ance with Minute No. 7, June 30, 1857, relating to the formation of a 
committee, 

" R. W. Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab do name a Committee to pre- 
pare a farewell address to the Grand Lodge of England, from which the 
Masons of Canada, hailing from England, have for so many years been 
proud to hail, and from which Mother Lodge they now part, with feelings 
of deep regret." 

R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab was pleased to name the follow- 
ing brethren a committee to carry out the above resolution : 

R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, 

R. ** Bro. Thomas D. Harington, 

V. " Bro. Fred. W. Barron, 

V. *' Bro. The Rev. Septimus Ramsey, 

V. " Bro. Francis Richardson, 

V. " Bro. S. B. Harman. 

V. " Bro. Fred. W. Cumberland. 
A form of dispensation had been drafted by V. W. Bro. Richard- 
son, and it was resolved: 

•' That the form of Dispensation now presented be adopted, and that ihe 
M. W. Grand Master elect do appoint a Committee, to have a sufticient 
number prepared for signature and distribution tomorrow evening." 

It was a matter of debate as to what should be done concerning a 
constitution for the new body. Some thought that it would be well to 
adopt that of Engfland, and others that it would be advisable to await 
the action of the Union Committee, which mi^ht result in the adoption 
of the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Canada. However, after 
debate it was resolved, 

"That the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England be now adopt'.'d. 
and that a special Committee of six be appointed to consider and report ^uch 
modifications as may seem to be absolutely necessary. That the M. W. the 
Grand Master elect, be requested to appoint such Committee, with instruc- 
tions to report at the next meeting." 

And in order that the new Constitution should be prepared by 
the next meeting, 

" The M. W. the Grand Master elect, was pleased to appoint the follow- 
ing Brethren a Committee for the above purpose: 



MISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA* 84I 

W. Bro. J. B. Young, Brighton; W. Bro. S. D. Fowler, Kingston; 
W. Bro. J. C Frank, Belleville; W. Bro. Robert Lesslic, KcmptviUe; W. Bro. 
Geo. E. Bull, Stirling; V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson. Toronto. 

After which the Ancient Grand Lodge adjourned until the next 
day at ten a.m. 

Tuesday, the loth September, was an important day (or the 
Ancient drand Lodge of Canada. The brethren were on hand 
promptly at ten o'clock in the morning. R. W. Bro. Sir Allan Mac- 
Nah fully realized the responsibility of his position. He saw that the 
act of yesterday meant everything or nothing. A step had been taken 
which could not be retracted. The day of prayers, petitions and 
memorials had passed by. and the decision had placed him and the 
Grand Lodge which he represented before the world as a body, that 
must now act with all the dignity of a sovereign organization. 

R. \V. Bro. T. I). Harington, the Provincial Grand Master for 
Quebec and Three Rivers, had been a firm friend of the Provincial 
(;rand Lo<lge in its period of trouble, and this fact was appreciated by 
the members of the Provincial body. It is not claiming too much for 
Bro. Harington to say that his exposition of the case of Canada in his 
conununicatiotis with England were the able«;t pnxluctions of the kind 
in connection with Masonic matters. This being the feeling, it was 
not unnatural that the brethren should in a tangible manner express 
their esteem for the R. W. Bro., and. therefore, it was unanimously 
resolved that R. \V. Bro. Thomas D. Harington, the Provincial r,rand 
Master for the jurisdiction of Quebec and Three Rivers, be accorded 
the rank of Past Grand Master of the .^ncient Grand I-o<lge of 
Canada 

R. W. Bro. Harington briefly thanked the Cirand Lod^e for thr 
honor which had been conferred upon him. He felt that the results had 
justified his action and that the warnings, of which he had spoken 
years ago. and had placed in writing before the authorities in England, 
had thcv been heeded, would have placed the ^fasons of Canada in a 
mncb different position with regard to Eneland than they were to-day. 
He thought Grand Lodge in taking the final step and passing from the 
atmosphere of a subordinate bodv to that of a sovereiijn rn-^wer were 
do'nc what bv natural right and instinct they were compelled to do. if 
they desired to preserve the regard and respect of the jurisdictions of 
the .American continent. It was then moved: 

"Tliat tbc (irand Master elect. R. W Bro. Sir .Mian N.ii>icr MacN'.iV 
be now installed in the Chair of this Grand l^dpe.** 

M. W. Bro. Harington, who was sitting u|)on the right of the late 
Provincial Grand Master, at the request of that brother assimied the 
chair, and proceeded to instal the Grand Master elect, which wa^ chme 
\\\\h the accustomed ceremonies. 

The M. \V Hro. Sir .Mian Napier MacNah. Haronet. oi Duf.'um 
hitiiK duly proclainicd and saluted a^ the Grand Ma^trr ot the \ncicnt i"ir.ip<! 
1-ndk'e of Canafla in ancient form *' 

A brother who was present stated that the demonstration of 
applause upon the occasion, and the cnthusia^^ni indicated more tlian 
ever the resolve of the members to stand firm by the l>ody which ha«l 
now been established, and to continue the work of Masonrv with that 
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energy and power characteristic of the men who had brought to a 
successful issue tlie formation of the Ancient Grand i^ooge. 

lae committee, wnicti tiad Deen appouuea at lae picvious meet- 
ing to consider and report upon the constitution lor tue -rvncient 
Orana Lodge, and to make such modihcations in tne constitution ot 
the Grand Lodge of h^ngland as might render it suitable tor the 
adoption of Grand Lodge, reported certain general regulations tor the 
government of the Crait. 1 nese regulations were the ordinary form 
as issued in England, and are in use to-day in Canada, with variations 
suited to the new jurisdiction. 

The preamble was followed by the order and rank for the officers 
of Grand Lodge, and the statement that all Grand officers should be 
annually appointed by the Grand Master, except the Grand Treasurer 
and Grand Tyler, but that no two othcers shouia be appointed from 
any one lodge, with the exception of Deputy Grand Master, Grand 
Chaplain, Grand Registrar, Grand Secretary or Grand Organist, and 
that no officer other than the above named should serve in the same 
office more than two consecutive years. 

For the first time District Deputy Grand Masters were to be a 
feature in the Craft government. They were to be annually elected 
by the representatives of the lodges of their own districts, subject to 
the confirmation of the Grand Master, while the Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Tyler were to be elected by the open vote of Grand Lodge. 

This is a synopsis of the clauses which were severally adopted, 
and the consideration of the other proposed articles in the Constitution 
was deferred until the officers of Grand Lodge had been invested. The 
M. W. Grand Master was then pleased to nominate the following 
brethren as members of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic 
year: 

R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Lodge No. i, D. G. Master. 
R. W. Bro. Samuel D. Fowler, Lodge No. 3, G. Sen. Warden. 
R. \V. Bro. Robert Lesslie, Lodge No. 25, G. Jun. Warden. 
V. W. Bro. The Rev. S. Ramsey, Lodge No. 18, G. Chaplain. 
V. W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, Lodge No. 18, G. Registrar. 
V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, Lodge No. 18, G. Secretary, 
\'. W. Bro. J. C. Frank, Lodge No. 4, G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Bro. Levi Bigelow, Lodge No. 53, G. Jun. Deacon, 
Bro. William Hay, Lodge No. 55, G. Supt. Works. 

W. Bro. Charles Kahn, Lodge No. 52, G. Dir. Ceremonies. 

W. B:o. James Wilson, Lodge No. 49, Asst. G. D. Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. A. Sims. Lodge No. 20. G. Sword Bearer. 
Bro. H, G. R. Fripp, Lodge No. 18, G. Organist. 
Bro. James Drake, Lodge No. 47. G. Pursuivant 

W. Bro. John Francis, Lodge No. 42, 

W. Bro, Christopher Burrcll. Lodge No. 45, 

W. Bro. W. J. B. McLeod Moore, Lodge No. so. 

W. Bro. B. C. Daw. Lodge No. 6, 

W. Bro. W. H. Wcilcr. Lodge No. 5, 

W. Bro. John Powers, Lodge No. 32, 

W. Bro. Levi C. Bailey, Lodge No. 44. 

W. Bro. J. B. Young, Lodge No. iq, 

W. Bro. A, p. Salter, Lodge No. 39, 

W. Bro. John Murray. Lodge No 21. 
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W. Bro. Geo. E. Bull, Lodg^c No. 54, K- c* i 

W. Bro. S. D. IJrown, Lodge No. 38. f ^' stewards. 

V. W. Bro. W. M. Jamieson was elected Grand Treasurer, and 
Bro. James Foreman as Tyler. 

M. W. Bro. Harington then proceeded to instal R. W. Bro. 
Thomas Ridout to the office of Deputy Grand Master, followed l)y the 
investiture of Bro. Samuel D. Fowler as Grand Senior Warden, and 
R. W. Bro. Lesslic as Grand Junior Warden. The remaining brethren 
nominated by the M. W^ the Grand Master, together with ilu- Grand 
Treasurer and (irand Tyler elect, were then severally invfsicd. in 
person or by proxy, with the insignia of their respective oftWes. 

A feeling prevailed that the I*ast (irand officers of th<' late Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West should have special honor i)aid 
them, not only in recognition of the active work which they had done 
in connection with the organization of the Ancient (irand Lodge but 
from the fact that they had belonged to an organization uhuh v\as 
practically the lineal descendant of the first Provincial (irand Lodge 
of 1792. and. therefore, it was resolved ** that these Past (iran«l cityu'ir> 
be accorded in the .Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada the •;anu* M-vcral 
ranks, held as Past (irand officers of the laic Provincial (irand Lo<|«40 
of Canada West." 

The remaining proposed articles of constitution, as pro<cntc<l l)y 
the committee, were then passed, and, as before stated, embraced the 
ordinary regulations for the government of (irand Lo<lj^o. with surh 
clauses from the constitution of England as suited the rei|uirt'nu-iu< of 
the new bodv. 

llie question arose as to whether a new seal shouM be provided 
for the Ancient Grand I^xlge. This, however, was thnutjht niineees- 
sary, and it was resolved that the seal to be adopted b\ tlie (irand 
Lodge shoidd be the coat of arms of the late Provituial ( it and Lu.l^e, 
with the inscription "The Ancient Grand Lo<lge of Canada. 1S57." 

The night was well spent, in fact mi<lniglu had been rearlud when 
the first day's work of the Ancient Grand Lwlge was tinished |u<t at 
the close the ("irand Secretary read a communiration from W P»ro 
F. D. Tisdall. representative of the late ProvineiJil dtand l."«li;f near 
the Grand Lodge of New York, in which that brothet e\prrsvi,i tbe 
hope that the assumption of independence by the bretlircn roniptt^inij 
the late Provincial Grand Lcnlge would be law full \ an<l Ma^-Miu'.»llv 
consummated, and offering his services at an\ time that \i\v\ nu^ht be 
required by the new body. This being read, the (irand L<>dt:e ad- 
journed at one o'clock in the morning, to re-assemble the succeeding 
?f»ernoon. 

At fotir o'clock on the lith .^epteml>er (irand I oijuc re 
assembled. The M. W. Grand Master was not present an«l K. W P.ro 
Kidout, the I 'deputy Grand Master, presided. It was resolved 

"That the rir.uul SccTciary ininir«li.itrl\ a^lxivc xhc rrtiKii **\ .i"' -a -r 
rant^ of pnvAtr !<Ki^»o<. not vet rrtiirnoH h\ l«»<Jkfrs uncirr the \\\"^ !..ti«»" «»l 
the Prov Granrl I.odfre. nnd that the ("irantl Srcret.uv «1«>. in two »n.»ntli<i. 
report the result to the Board of (leneral Purposes t'nr Muh final aitt^n a< 
ihey may think fit " 

" Re<<^!vrti - That all private hultje^ he re«iiiirrd m make return* I'l.l tMV 
mcnt^ in full, tn tite Grand I od^je. »>f all due^ to the late rr.»v* .; »".' i 5 ! 
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Lodge, up to the gth day of September inclusive, within three months, at 
which time the Grand Secretary is to report the state of the same, to the 
Board of General Purposes, for such action as to them may seem fit." 

" Resolved — That the Board of General Purposes shall be composed of 
the M. W. Grand Master, the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, the Grand War- 
dens, Grand Secretary, a President and twelve other members, being Masters 
or Past Masters, of whom the Grand Master shall nominate t^e .President, 
and six members, and the Grand Lodge shall appoint the remaining six. 
Three members shall form a quorum, except for Masonic trials, when five 
shall form a quorum/' 

" The Board of General Purposes shall be appointed at the annual com- 
munication of the Grand Lodge." 

In accordance with the proposal concerning the Board of General 
Purposes the following brethren were appointed: 

V. W. Bro. W. J. B. McLeod Moore, 

W. ** Samuel B. Harman. 

W. " F. W. Cumberland, 

W. " George E. Bull, 
V. W, " F. W. Barron, 
V. W. " James A. Henderson. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to nominate the 
following brethren, as members of the Board of General Purposes. 

W. Bro. J. C. Frank, 
\'. W. * Geo. W. Whitehead, 
\\ W. '' John Harding, 
W. " M. H. Foley, 
W. " R. Waugh, 
\\\ ** George Mi rick. 
The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was also pleased to nominate 
W. Bro. Samuel B. Harman, President of the Board. 

There had been considerable difficulty in securing a correct 
return of the members of the various lodges. Many who had received 
the third degree had not yet received certificates, and, therefore, the 
Grand Secretary was directed to see that all masters of lodges in the 
Grand Lodge sent in a return of all members, with the dates of initia- 
tion, passing and raising. The fees established by the Grand Lodge 
were £12.10 for a new warrant and dispensation; 7s. 6d. for a Grand 
Lodge certificate; los. each registry fee; 5s. for affiliation, and £1 for 
any special dispensation except for funerals and public processions. 
The annual fee for the Grand Lodge fund of benevolence was 2s. 6d. 

The question of preparing a ritual had long concerned the late 
Provincial Grand Lodge, in fact, at almost every meeting of that body 
uniformity of work seemed to be a standing subject of debate, and the 
frequent attempts made to secure competent brethren to act as Grand 
Lecturers indicate that the work of Grand Lodge wa<; weak in that 
regard. A special committee of masters and past masters was no^ 
appointed to adopt a ritual which would ensure uniformity of work m 
the jurisdiction. On this committee were appointed: 

M. W. Bro. Thomas D. Harington, 
R. W. " Samuel D. Fowler. 
V. W. " Francis Richardson, 
V. W. " W. T. B. McLeod Moore, 
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W. Bro. Samuel B. Harnian, 
V. W. " Frederick W. Barron. 
V. W. James A. Henderson. 

it was also resolved : 

" That all the remaining portions of the Constitution oi the Grand Lodge 
of England, not reported upon by the Special Committee, and adopted this 
morning, or made the subject of any special resolution, be remitted to the 
Board of General Purposes, to arrange and complete, and report the same 
at the next meeting of Grand Lodge. 

" And that the Grand Lodge adopt the regalia as provided in the regula- 
tions of the Grand Lodge of England, and that warrants be prepared and 
issued free to such lodges as have returned their original warrants, to which 
dispensations were thereby granted/' 

A rather peculiar regulation was adopted, one which emphasized 
the intention of Grand LcKlgc to keep the fun<ls of the kxijje separate 
and distinct from the moneys payable to ( vrand I^>dge, in tliat 

* all fees and dues, received by private lodges on account of, or payable 
to the Grand Lodge, shall be kept separate and distinct from the moneys 
belonging to the private fund of the lodge*;, and shall be deposited in the 
hands of the Masters, instead of the Treasurers «»f the lodges, and shall be 
transmitted at such times as the laws of ih«' craft rej|iiire " 

It was also resolved to publish \hc prcK*ee<liii^s of the Ancient 
Grand Lodpe and send three copies to each subordinate lodj;e. 

The late Provincial (irand Lodj^^o perhaps fell that, havin>; 
asserted their independence they nnist carr\ it out in its entirety, an<i, 
therefore, they resolved 

"That no brother hailing from thi'* <ir.iful I.«»<|>{c nIliU hcUnig m a lodge 
under the jurisdiction of the sell styled (iraiid Lodge of ('anada " 

There can be no doubt that the tn<Mnber«^ of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, now of the Ancient (irand Ltnl^f. f<lt under ol)ligatit)iiN, nut 
only to their own members but to the lutinbers of the (irautl L*Hij;e 01 
Canada. As has been stated, there was a lar^'e seiituneiu 01 personal 
friendship between the members of the n«\\i\ formed draiul Ltxifje 
and those of the late Provincial (irand Lt>d^e, and, therefore, it N%ab 
resolved that the thanks of the (jrand Linl^e shonKI be tendered to the 
committee of the Provincial 1 irand Lo<lj;e of (*ana<ia West, who had 
met with the committee of the *" seU-st\U<l '* (irand Lo<ltje oi (Jauada, 
with a view to effect a union of the two bodir.s. for the /raltm.s and able 
manner in which they had perfornuMl their duties, and a special vote of 
thanks was tendere<l to W l»ro. Samui-l H. Ilarman. Grand Senior 
Deacon and past master of St. Andrew's hxljje. chairman of the com- 
mittee nominated to effect a union of I'Veemasons in Canada, for hi^ 
disinterested exerti*»ns in preparinj^ and drawing np for the r«Mi\rni- 
ence of the brethren a memorial to the (irand Lixlire of Tniilan*! 
settinji;^ forth so elaboratelv the rea<oiw whv this (irand I-Oili^e had 
been compelled to declare itM-ll an inMt'|H»nd<*nt b«><l\. 

Thanks were also tendered to V. \V. r>ro Francis Richar<l<on. the 
Grand Secretary, for the exem]>lar\ inannc- in which he had arranged 
for the openinp of Grand L^wl^e, therebs 'Miablint» it to complete it^i 
work in the shortcut po^^sible pfTitwi 

At this juncture M. W r.n> Sir \llan \af»icr MacXab wa- <hi]\ 
announced, and rrsnnir<l hi^ <cat as r",rniw! Mastrr 
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Dispensations for the various lodges in the Ancient Grand Lodge 
had been in the nieaijitime prepared by V. W. Bro. Richardson, and 
were then presented £0 the various delegates, who on the previous 
evening had surrendered the warrants of their respective lodges, the 
dispensations to remain in force until regular warrants should be 

granted. 

The work of preparing a farewell to the M. W. the Grand Lodge 
of England had been entrusted to R. W. Bro. S. B. Harman, who had 
received the thanks of the Grand Lodge for his labors in this direction. 
The memorial read: 

TO THE UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ANTIENT FREE AND 
ACCEPTED MASONS OF ENGLAND. 

The MEMORIAL of the "ANCIENT GRAND LODGE OF CAN- 
ADA," Fraternally Sheweth, 

That your Memorialists desire that their first address, on assuming the 
title by which their body is now designated, should be one of affectionate and 
respectful Memorial to that time-honored body, from whom it is their proud 
distinction to hail, and towards whom their feelings of devotion have never 
wavered, amid the trying circumstances which have led to the assumption ol 
that title. 

THAT your Memorialists feel a deep pride that the change has been, in 
every essential, one of the letter, not one of the spirit; that the "ANTIENT 
GRAND LODGE OF CANADA" is but the maturity of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge; that to uphold English Masonry in its integrity in this British 
Province has been the main object in seeking and establishing their present 
organization; that the Most Worshipful Sir Allan Napier Macnab. Baronet, 
the distinguished choice of the Grand Master of England as Provincial Grand 
Master, is their unanimously chosen Grand Master, and is himself the bearer 
of this their Memorial; and that Regulations and Constitutions of the Grand 
Lodge of England continue their unbroken law. 

That your Memorialists appeal, with feelings alike of firmness and respect. 
to the constitutional course they have adopted in returning the Ancient 
Warrants, under which their Lodges were instituted. 

That your Memorialists, nevertheless, desire not to conceal that these 
Warrants, which they warmly term the sacred charters of their Lodges, have 
passed out of their hands with feelings of the deepest emotion, and on their 
restoration, as hereinafter prayed for, their eyes are fondly set. 

That your Memorialists warmly entertain the hope that their new organi- 
zation may be regarded, as in truth it is. THE CREATION OF A STERN 
NECESSITY; that the "ANTIENT GRAND LODGE OF CANADA" 
may be cheered by a recognition from the Lodge of England, dignified and 
dignifying, and that full Masonic union may be closely cemented and main- 
tained. 

Your Memorialists approach, therefore, the Prayer of this their Memorial. 

That Recognition as a Grand Lodge may be the reward of Loyalty which 
change, necessary to the high interests of Masonry, but otherwise well nigh 
imperceptible, in no degree impairs. 

That to produce the closest intercourse. Representatives from England 
and to England may be appointed, and take their seats as such in the Grano 
Lodge of England, and in this, the " Antient Grand Lodge of Canada.** 

That our time honored Warrants may be returned to form the proud title 
pages of our Provincial History. 

In conclusion your Memorialists will ever pray that the rays of Heaven 
may shed their benign influence, producing and reproducing Order, Harmony 
and Peace. 

SO MOTE IT BE. 

Francis Richardson. (Signed) .\llan K. MacNab. 

Secretary. Grand Master 
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The honorary rank of Past Grand Senior Warden was conferred 
after the reading of this address upon the Chairman of the Committee, 
K. VV. Bro. Harman. 

The following lodges comprised the jurisdiction of the Ancient 
Grand Lodge of Canada: 

No. I, St. Andrew's, Yoronio. 

3, St. John's, KingstQii. 

4, Belleville, Belleville. 

5, St. John's, Cobourg. 

6, Union, Napanee. 

7, Western Light, Bolton. 
10, Union, (iodericli. 
14, Richmond, Richmond Hill (Dis.J. 

16, St. John's, Carlton Place. 

17. St. Krancis*, Smith's Falls. 
" 18, Ionic, Toronto. 

19, United, Brighton. 

20, Ontario, Port Hope. 
" 21, True Britons'. Perth. 

23, Corinthian, Peterborough. 

24, Dalhousie, Ottawa. 

25, Kcniptvillc, Kemptvillc. 

26, Wellington, Guelph. 

28, JerusaK'iu. P>o\vinan\ ilk*. 

29, Amity, Dunnville. 

30, Rose. Sandwich. 
32, Trent, Trenton. 

** 33i Mount Zion, Burcha. 

34, St. Gct)rge*s, Cju.shckl. 

35, Composite, Whitby. 

36, Welland, Fonthill. 

37, St. George's, London. 

38, King Solomon's. Woodstock. 

39, Wellington, Chatham. 

42, Madoc, Madoc. 

43, Erie, Morpeth. 

44, Consecon, Consecon. 

45, Corinthian. !stanli*\*s MilK 

46, Merrick ville, Merrick vilU'. 

47, \'ictoria. Port Sarnia 

48, North Ciower, North dower. 

49, Doric, Ottawa. 

50, Corinthian. Ottawa. 

52. Simcoe. Sinicoe 

53. Durham. Xew castle. 

54. Stirling. Stirling. 

55. St. Toiin's. Toronto fDi*;.). 

56. Oxford Woofktock (Di^^.V 

57. Faithful Rrethrcn. Manilla sD)^.) 

58. ^m^C4K' Pradfortl 'T>i-.« 

— Moira. BolleviUf (J)\< ^ 

— St. Cicorco''^. C>\\en Sound «Dis.\ 
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CHAPTER CXVII. 

The Subject of Canadian Masonry in England. — ^The Memor- 
ial FROM The Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, Decem- 
ber, 1857. 

The brethren in England found that Canadian Masonry from 
1845-57 was not as dead an issue as it had been from 1830-45, and the 
sharp debates which had ensued at the quarterly meetings of Grand 
Lodge had had so much effect upon the English mind that the breth- 
ren of the mother Grand Lodge did not hesitate to take sides in dis- 
cussing the troubles in Canada. 

It could be seen that the action of 1853-54 had been ill-judged, 
and that the warnings from Canada should have oeen heeded. No 
one saw this view of the case more clearly than the Grand Lodge 
afterwards, and the M. W. Grand Master himself, who, if he had 
taken prompt action, would have either saved Canada for many years 
as a Provincial body subordinate to England, or have retained an 
influence in Craft matters in the colony, which had now passed away 
forever. 

The following letter was addressed by the Provincial Grand Master 
of Canada East to the Provincial Grand Secretary, enclosing a copy 
of the communication of the M. W. G. M.: 

'• Quebec, 3rd April, 1857. 

" My Dear Grand Secretary, — ^The accompanying document reached me 
by this evening s mail, and its importance is so great that I hasten to transmit 
it to you for communication to the lodges in the district. It is gratifying to 
perceive that the M. VV. Grand Master is actuated by every proper Masonic 
feeling consistent with the high position and responsibilities of his office; 
but, at the same time, is prompted by a very considerate and proper feeling 
in connection and intercourse with his Canadian brethren, exemplified in the 
determination expressed in his address to Grand Lodge on the 4th ultimo. 
With the solitary exception of consenting to the appointment of an indepen- 
dent Grand Master for the province, in which, of course, was involved that 
of the appointment of subordinate Provincial Grand Lodges and Masters, the 
Grand Master appears to have conceded, and will sanction the concession to 
the Canadian Masons oT every point which has been claimed. The present 
district will be broken up, and smaller and more convenient ones formed, 
whereby every lodge will have its own local and near Grand Lodge. 

" The Provincial Grand Master of each of these will, of course, be selected 
by themselves, and, doubtless, it may be assumed, always approved. 

" The fees of every kind will be reduced to 7s. 6d., a mere nominal sum 
for the enregistration of Canadian brethren among the brotherhood of English 
Masons, with all present and existing advantages of the connection, notwith- 
standing the reduction or abnegation of fees. 

** And Provincial Lodge warrants will be granted by the Provincial Grand 
Masters. It is possible that, for these, a return of their number may be de- 
sired to be made known, either annually or semi-annually. 

" In all this, the desire of the Grand Master to maintain the unity and close 
connection of Knglish Masons with each other, and their great and venerable 
mother Grand Lodi?e. is manifest and gratifying, and cannot fail to be ap- 
preciated, whilst his action, with respect to certificates, is a satisfactory an- 
nouncement that delay will no longer exist with respect to them. I have only 
to add that immediate attention will be given to representations from the 
province. 
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" The accompanying document has reference, in terms, to the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West; but it embodies suf^gestions of main import- 
ance made by myself, principally on the subdivision of the existing districts 
and the issuing of warrants; and it may be assumed therefore as applying to 
the lodges in Canada generally. 

" Under these circumstances, and in view not only of the necessity for 
prompt action upon the subject matter of the document itself, but, so far as 
I am personally concerned, of my early withdrawal from my present ofTice, 
it 19 my wish that you would cause the document and communication to be 
generally printed and circulated for full information of the lodges under my 
jurisdiction as well as all English Masons; so that, at the next meeting of 
the Grand Lod^e for this district, the lodges and their representatives, and 
the members of the Grand Lodge, may come prepared with some definite 
plan or mode for meeting the Grand Master's suggestions, and for the im- 
mediate nomination of Provincial Grand Masters for the new districts. I 
have taken upon myself to state my wish in respect of these nominations, 
because it is my persuasion that the recommended sulxlivisions. if approved in 
P. G. Lodge, as well as the nominations, will meet with the immediate con- 
currence of the Grand Master. The district Io(!>;<*s will be in a more indepen- 
dent and social connection with each other, and much delay and annoyance 
will be thus avoided. My suggestion cannot but recommend itself to all the 
well-wishers of the craft who desire to maintain Kn^Mish connection, and. at 
once, m»t only to relieve themselves from present ditticulties. but tend, it is 
to be hoped, to renewed fraternal feeling, even among those who have 
estranged ihem«^rlves from Uf. 

** It is not the least agreeable part of my duty to know that no hasty or 
imprudent action has been taken, either by mv«.elf or the Grand l.odne. under 
the unpleasant <litTcrences whuli have existed for two years past I*'orl»ear- 
ancc has been re]»roached to me on one side, whilst not a little taunting has 
been thrown out on the other The time has come, when it is seen thai im- 
patience and excitement would have been premature and culpable, and when, 
it is to be hoped, a general good feeling may prevail 

•* I have been compelled to allude to myself an<l my early re«^i>;n.ition of 
office, which I have only retained to this time, with the view and in the hupe 
of being entrusted with the announcement of some such measures as th^se 
submitted. The constant occupation in other duties reminds me that my othce 
should be filled by some one, not more zealous or anxious for the interests of 
the Craft, but who will have more time and better talent* to apply to the 
performance of its chiiies Alter upwards of thirty years, I may say constantly 
and actively connected with the inviituti«>ii, I mav think mvself entitled to 
withdraw from the burden and heat of the dav. an<) it will, therefore. !)e my 
purpose to announce to the f^rovincial Grand Lodge, at its next meeting, that 
my letter of resignation will accompany the report of its procee<hnw's. to the 
(ir.ind Master in Fngland. 

•* It is my <le^ire, therefore, earnestly and forcibly to imprrv^ up«m the 
lodges the propriety of attending the next meeting «if the Provincial Grand 
Lrdge, fully prepared to make the necessary representation to the M W the 
Grand Master 

** I h,»\e the honor to be. V \V Sir and Brother. 

" Yours fratema'lv. 
• iSicned) \V Hadijlev. P G M 

"Of Montreil and Wilham M«nrv 

••To the V W Hro 1 O M..ria!t 

'* Pnixincial Gran*! Sciretarv** 

( .\ true r»ipv ) 

The circular i^^ucd h\ the Pr«»viiuMal (Iraiul Scorctarx of t\'inada 
Ea«^t. iti accnplanoc with thr iii<tnicti«»Tis of the R \V. rroviiiclal 
rtrand Master, was a'> follow^ -- 
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*' Montreal, 9th April, 1857. 

"V. W. and Dear Sir and Brother,— By command of the R. W. the 
Provincial Grand Master of this district, I have the honor of transmitting 
copy of a statement made by the M. W. the Grand Master of England, the 
Earl of Zetland, to the United Grand Lodge, at the Quarterly Communication, 
held in London, on the 4th March last, with reference to the present position 
of Masonic affairs in Canada, and to it, as well as to the letter from the R. W. 
the Provincial Grand Master of the district accompanying the same, I have 
to request your particular and earnest attention and consideration. 
'* I have the honor to be, dear Sir and Brother, 

" Yours truly and fraternally, 

" Ogilvy Moffat, P. G. Sec," 

The question of how much the Canadian lodg^es had contri- 
buted to the funds of benevolence of the Grand Lodge of England, 
both for benevolence and for register fees and certificates, was settled 
by the publication in June, 1857, of a statement, showing the various 
sums contributed by all lodges to the Grand Lodge of England. That 
portion regarding Canada, which includes all North America, shows 
the following amount to have been paid from 1846-1855: — 

Register Fees and 
Benevolence. Certificates. 

1846 12 3 O 192 12 4 

1847 6 4 o x66 13 3 

-1848 69 2 9 

1849 91 13 XX 

X850 I xo 232 X5 8 

1851 2 8 '•.-»34 16 2 

1852 5 17 129 X7 5 

1853 2 X2 213 5 o 

X854 8 16 2 233 19 I 

1855 2 12 8 293 16 9 

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge, held on 
the 2nd December, 1857, Canadian matters came up in connection 
with the memorial of the ** Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada.'' The 
report states: — 

A memorial, addressed to the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons of England, from "the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada/' 
signed " Allan N, Macnab, P. G. M./' was next laid before the Grand Lodge, 

This was the memorial g^vcn in the records of the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of Canada. 

The Grand Registrar moved that the communication be received and 
entered on the minutes, but thought in a matter of so much importance the 
action of Grand Lodge should remain unfettered until they might receive 
some further information respecting it. 

W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal, had great pleasure in seconding the motion. 
Under the extremely painful circumstances of the case, they would, he thought, 
best consult the interests of the Craft by delaying all funher action until they 
had fuller information than they at present possessed. 

W. Bro. Binckes suggested that the communication should be printed 
and circulated among the brethren before the next meeting of G. L. as it was 
impossible to form an adequate opinion upon it merely from hearing it read. 

The Grand Registrar a«;sented to this suggestion. The motion was then 
agreed to. 

The Masonic press on both sides of the Atlantic had discussed 
the Canadian situation, in fact, page upon page of the Foreign Cor- 
respondence of the days of 1855-58 was written on the subject, and 
every writer who had an opinion to advance seemed to crave for an 
opportunity of giving it. 
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** The Masonic Observer and Grand Lodge Chronicle" of 20th 
Dec, 1857, had an editorial on the subject. This paper was supposed 
to reflect the opinion of the M. W. the Grand Master of England, and 
its utterances, therefore, were of more value than the average news- 
paper opinion. It says: 

** Wc have always cUiu^i to the hope that the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada uould maintain its connection with England. We deeply regret that 
they have decided otherwise. Wc doubt the policy of the step they have 
taken; but wc have uo doubt whatever as to its strict legality according to all 
'he principles o! the Masonic constitution. 

*• He ii nhscrxtd that the authority of the Grand Master is derived solely 
from (iran«l Ltnl^^r. wliuh is ah»nc declared to have * inherent/ as distin- 
guished fmm 'delegated.' power; and which alone is supreme.: This su- 
preme bo<iy is 'a k< "<^ral representation of all private lodges on record;* 
su tliat union and representation are inseparable; and it is only in so far as it 
really is a general representation of private lodges that Grand Lodge has 
any claim whate\rr to Ic^jislaie for iheni. To talk of a Divine right in the 
Grand Master or in (jrand Lodge to govern all Knglish Masons, is as ridicul* 
ous as to claim the s.nne authority for the Speaker of the House of Comr- 
nions, or for the ('•►nnmttee of Management of one of the London clubs. The 
arrangement i< pnrrly «me of convenience, founded, as the book of Constitu- 
tion tells us, p if», upi*n the principle of 'representation.' Now wc should 
very much like to know how our Canadian brethren were 'represented* in 
Great Queen Street"' There is little enough of representation as regards the 
Knglish provinces; still, as wc are coolly told by the Londoners, we can 'come 
up' if we like. th»nu:h at a c»»st of sorne ^5 or £10 : but the Canadians could 
not 'come over' and ^:«. hack again, for less than i6o , which they doubtless 
thought was a heavy <|iiid to pay for the very questionable quo of having a 
Grand Ma<ter in I »»iid<»n. in place of at Toronto. 

•* Wc ate thereioTc unable to sec any constitutional objection to the step 
the Canadian> thought fit to take. To assert that a body of Masons, 
on the other side of t!ie /Vtlantic. nearly as numerous as ourselves, and 
of high so< i.il posttK»n. are guilty of rebellion because they find' it more 
convenient to have tluir own representative government in their midst, rather 
than be governed by the London lodges, among whom they neither are, nor 
can be rej»rcsented, and b> a (irand Master in whose election they have no 
voice at all. is an insult to common sense, as well as to common justice. 

•* We had rather rest the question upon these broad grounds than upon the 
narrower <»ne «>{ pnceilent. This, however, is not wanting. In I7'7 (** erery 
one knows) I'nur l.ondi^n lodges, in spite of the existence of a Grand Master 
and Grand Lode ai York having Ma>onic jurisdiction over all England, 
met. and fonred themselves into a Grand Lodge; and they and the Grand 
Lodge 01 York cmitinned to co-exist and to quarrel, till their union in 1813 
The (piarrelling uns fnoli<h. narrow-minded, and un-Masonir: the establish- 
ment «►! the ' rehcllious ' Grand Lodge was neither, as its promoters doubt- 
less found it very inconvenient to take a fortnight's journey to York over a road 
iniest**d with hii:hwaNmen. in order to 'represent* their hxiges. 

"The Caradtar^. however, have kept strictly within the law. They have 
returned their warrants to Fncland, thereby severing their connection with 
us. and then have formetl themselves afresh into a Grand Lodge. 

" 'I heir position is much complicated, by their failure to unite with another 
bodv. composed, not of those who have 'assumed to defy the authority of 
the Provincial or District (irand Lodge, and to constitute themselves ir.to 
what they called a Gr.md Lo«!Ke.' as has been erroneously stated, but of 
Scotch and Irish ^L.^^ons. who are very numerous in Canad.i, and ho'd war- 
rants from the'" «.\\n < Jrand Loil^jes These having last year formed them- 
srlves into a Gr.ind I -..Ik'r .md beine ioined bv a sn^all number of I'nclish 
Mas<in<, ha\e been rr»ML"ii/ed as such by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, winch 



852 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 

has equal Masonic jurisdiction with ourselves in Canada. There are now 
therefore three bodies, all as we believe having a legal and Masonic status, 
and each anathematizing the other two: the Grand Lodge of Canada, Scotch, 
Irish and some English; the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, late our Prov- 
incial Grand Lodge; and, lastly, those few lodges who still hold our war- 
rants. We sincerely hope that a union between these bodies may very speedily 
be effected, as the present state of things cannot but be most prejudicial to 
the best interests of the Order. 

" We regret to hear rumours that the province of Quebec and Three Rivers 
is likely to follow the example of Canada. We trust that this will not be the 
case, but that they will give a fair trial to the Grand Master's new scheme of 
local self-government, which was conceived in a liberal spirit, and will, we 
believe, meet all the requirements of our colonial brethren." 

The " Freemasons' Monthly Monitor/' of New Brunswick, in an 
article on British North America, copied in " The Masonic Observer 
and Grand Lodge Chronicle," of December 20th, 1857, also says: 

*' Perhaps the present would be the most opportune period to give a few 
practical thoughts on the present, and at the same time take a cursory glance 
at the future prospects of Masonry in the Lower Provinces. We do not pro- 
fess to be gifted with any extraordinary prophetic visionary powers, but still 
we cannot blind ourselves to the fact, that, ere many years roll, many great 
changes will of necessity take place in the state of Masonry in the Lower 
Provinces, both as regards the mode of government and the manner of work- 
ing. Every intelligent Mason must feel alive to the fact, that the difference 
which exists in the workings of the several parent Grand Lodges is detri- 
mental to the true interests of Masonry in their colonial dependencies. In the 
province of New Brunswick, for instance, there are lodges hailing from the 
Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland; all diflfering slightly in their 
mode of working, but yet the essential parts are the same. Now, it does not 
need any lengthy arguments of ours to show to the Craftsmen generally the 
difficulty which arises from this state of things. Indeed we might point to a 
variety of causes by which the progress of our time honored institution is 
retarded. The difference in working is not the only or the principal cause 
which prompts us to think of the present and glance at the future. The length 
of time which elapses before decisions can be had upon questions, which some- 
times seriously affect the dearest interests of the Craft, is one of the many 
reasons which might be adduced to show that the present mode of govern- 
ment is pregnant with many ills, and not calculated to give satisfaction to the 
provincial brethren. We will cite one more instance of the evils which exist, 
and then allow the good sense of the brethren to supply the remainder. With- 
out further comment we will proceed to view the case. The large amounts 
which have annually to be forwarded to the parent bodies for various services, 
keep the lodges in the colonies with (to use a vulgarism) their noses continu- 
ally to the grindstone, and thus virtually destroy their usefulness, so far as 
carrying out many of the prime objects of the organization in the places where 
they are more immediately located. What an amount of good might be ac- 
complished with the surplus money which has yearly to be sent away. It is 
true that much good is accomplished by or with it even now, but the bene- 
ficial influence of the money thus appropriated is felt here indirectly. How 
many orphan schools, and such like charitable and philanthropic institu- 
tions might not have been erected in our midst; and what an incalculable 
amount of good would thus be accomplished? Some may say: ' How is it 
that you cannot now direct your energies to such undertakings, and thereby 
alleviate the condition of at least some portion of sufTcring humanity.^' .Mas. 
our energies arc paralyzed, and our strength financially is entirely g<>nc. 
Already the burden is more than we can bear; taxed as we are to the very 
utmost, in order to support the parent Grand Lodges, and yot compelled \o 
spend the scanty remnant which remains to support and uphold a provincial 
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dynasty — it becomes apparent to the observant eye, that to accomplish any 
such laudable designs would require more powerful means than we are capable 
of bringing in force. The question will then nccessanJy follow: ' Why, if 
this state of things is the cause of your depressed condition, and your inability 
to exhibit the beneficent objects of the association, do you not seek for or 
apply a remedy?' It is to this we would direct your attention, to the con- 
sideration of which we would ask you to give heed for a short time. Her 
opinions may not comprise the universal feeling among the Craft in the Lower 
Provinces, for we know full well that there are some who rather than give 
up place and power and advance with the enlightenment of the age. would 
sacrifice every feeling of independence and every desire to improve the condi- 
tirin of the fraternity: but we are convinced that the day is not far distant, 
when the views wliuh we entertain in regard to the subject will reij;n pre- 
dominant in the mind of every intelligent Mason in the ct>lonies A^j.iiii. 
we ask, what is the remedy? Need we paint it in letters of dazzling Itrilliancy. 
need we proclaim it in the highways and upon the housetops, before it c.tm 
be comprehcn<le(l by the brethren? we think not. It will be only nece«»«»aTy 
to point you to Can.ida for an example The brethren there have at le.ist 
almost unanimously felt a disposition to be up and doint? It was no doubt 
hard for the parent (irand Lo<lges to allow such a large number of lo<li;es .is 
there are in that Province to pass from their control, thus entailing a lu*a\v 
'o.ss financiailv speaking?; but n<)lwithstanding all this, necessity's sitrii l.iw 
tniist be obexed; the hiik which extended acro'.s the bro.id Atlantic h.is Im-.-h 
snapped asunder, and the Masons of Cana«la have s.illied lorth under the hhn" 
canopy of hea\en. and with the banners of truth and pistice j:aily thiitniir on 
the bree/e. they fear not the efforts of the oppress«»r, and freely welrtune all 
V. ho feel disposed to fraterni/e with them. May we be permitted then, to 
pi edict a sjini'ar tiiture ior the Lower Provlnce^? We bi-lieve there v^iii be 
Init few dissentient voices when the proper tune arrives, but we do n«»t think 
It would be a<lvisaMe to adopt the same course pursued bv Canada It will 
not be nece^<ary t«» raise the si.in<lard ot revolt or to tan tin- llaine •»! innli- 
r)r(hnation. in or<ler that the war whoop 01 battle inav eoho ami re «r|'..^ 
throughout the land The swor<l of warfare will remain st.ttion.ii v mi t'^e 
scabbard; and vve ^'h.ill be enabled to gather r«»nnd the c<»nned hre \\i»h ««Mr 
elder brethren, an«l there calmly diseuss the probabthiv. practieabi i!v and 
utility, of allowing the brethren in these colnntes the pnvilevies ♦»! ir.ivf-rmnv' 
themsrhrs; and as the voices of our colonial brethren gr«»w eh»sK«n! with 
the theme iip»"n which they are dilattnc. while they pl.ire bel<tre the rouncil 
of tried and trusty wariiors a true statement 4if facts, at the same irne askini? 
fo*- such conressions a«. will eventually benet'it the wimie fraternitv. tl.e eid -r 
chiets will see not oiilv the utility but real necesxuy <»( ^jranlink; the t'-'i'if-ts 
of their vouUkier brethren They will not :\<U for anv lengthened parley but 
win imme«lMttly K^^-^nt the desires of their C<«h»mal brethren, the h 'l '•«■» '•>• 
battle will then be buried never awain to be uplitled. the calumet of pe.i. e wH 
be smokr<l. and ea«h one shall gra^-p the other's band in *>ne silent <»M*»r.tt*e 
and depart llunk not, brethren, while wc have bren indnli.»:nK our i':«»in;Mt« 
for a brief space, that we are running on in an idle strain * We sp^.ik that 
which we do kn«»w .in'^ testify thit which we have seen * and althoin..'*' somm* 
portions (»t nur lat'Ctiai^e m.iy be * clothed in imatrerv.' we ha\e endea\«"Ured 
to iMn«itrat* our po-it««>n by ' syml><»ks * When the day arrives in w".'«-h v\'« 
^h.iH be en.tbled t«» i.U'.e our h»'ad< ami»Pi; the nati«»ns of the earth « \l i^o'v.c- 
al'v>. then will l-e u It the imt»'»rtance of our po^'tmn It re«imfcs n>> pr.>- 
phetic vismn »«» iMn xl-adovv this hippy consummati«'ii an«! as ' couun.: cven'^ 
cast their si id««ws beinre.* vve suppose that it w'.l i^it be ctMisidrn-i arn»< 
in us to fori-hatlow a future for Ma«onrv in the l.owei Prnvir;ces*' 
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CHAPTER CXVIIl. 

The Action of R. W. Bro. T. Douglas Haringtun, 1857. — The 
Provincial Grand Master of Quebec and Three 
Rivers Ably Defends the Canadian Crai t. 

After the part that R. W. Bro. Harington had taken in the pro- 
ceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge on the 30th June, 1857, 
when it was declared that separate organization was necessary for the 
efficiency and stability of Freemasonry in Canada, and the resolu- 
tion that after the next meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge it 
should dissolve and declare itself an independent Grand Lodge, and 
return all warrants to England, there was only one course open to 
that brother, and that, the resignation of his position as Provincial 
Grand Master of Quebec and Three Rivers. R. W. Bro. Haring- 
ton was a member of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada, by his 
affiliation with St. Andrew's lodge, Toronto, which gave him the 
privilege of a seat in the east of that body. 

The ablest documents which had been written in the contest with 
England were from the pen of Bro. Harington. He had a complete 
grasp of the situation, and so keen a knowledge of Masonic procedure 
and jurisprudence that he simply swept away the fallacies of the Eng- 
lish authorities, whose attempts to justify their actions were Ubt-lov 
when placed side by side with the well-thought-out sentences of 
Bro. Harington. With all the surroundings in full view, and with a 
desire to act as became the dignity of one of high position, not only 
in Masonry but in the civil service of the country. Bro. Harington 
penned his letter of resignation to the M. \V. the Grand Master of 
England. He wrote: 

Toronto. Canada, 

9th November. 18^7 
V. W. Sir and Bro.:— 

It is with sincere regret that I feel myself compelled to resign the hijiii 
and honorable offices of P. G. M. and P. G. Supt. for Quebec and Three Rivers, 
etc., in this province, which I had the honor and pleasure ot holding for some 
years. I request you to make this known to the M. \V. the Earl of Zetland 
with as little delay as possible, to enable him if he feels so disposed to take 
the necessary steps for the appointment of a successor, and at the same time to 
be so good as to tender to him from me my earnest thanks for his kindness 
in raising mc to such high rank in English Freemasonry, a rank that will ever 
be a source of pride and gratification to me, although in the present unfortu- 
nate and conflicting condition of Freemasonry in Canada. I feel obliged as an 
honest Mason to place my offices at the disposal of the M W, Grand Master 
I do so with unfeigned reluctance, but I feel that it is my duly and that I have 
no other honorable course to pursue. 

It is now upwards of twelve months since I addressed a \<^\^^x ci)mnuinn 1- 
tion to the Grand Secretary (i8th September. 1856) on the condition of the 
Craft in Canada, and therein I foreshadowed all that has since come to pas< 
My warnings were plain and unmistakable and a^ain and again I pointed out 
the evil of delay. My letter was simply acknowlcdj^ed and does not appear to 
have had the effect I hoped for. I fervently believe that prompt action nn 
the part of the Grand Lodge of England at the time that letter was trans- 
mitted, would have preserved Canada, although some brethren wtuild not have 
returned to their allet^iance. However, regret is now useless Matters ha\e 



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. S55 

b«en getting worse and worse, and the warmest adherents and friends of 
England have been obliged to declare themselves in favor of independent 
Masonic government We have felt it impossible to blind our eyes to the fact 
that such must be the finale, tliat lodges and brethren had been driven to 
make up their minds to such a result, and that the Provincial authorities would 
soon have neither lodges nor brethren to govern. I might here dwell upon 
the fact of the formation of an independent bady already, the growing aliena- 
tion of persona] friends, and a division among Masons fast becoming more 
and more irreconcilable. 

I transmit a printed copy of the proceedings of the Provincial Grand 
Ledge of Canada West, now called the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, which 
will explain very fully all that has occurred. I have taken my part therein, 
and there never was a more truthful document than the farewell address that 
we passed as an independent body. 

Our new organization is indeed ** the creation of a stern necessity," not 
one of choice or feeling. No man carries more prestige with him in Canada 
than Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, who has been chosen for the first (irand 
Master. His loyalty is not to be questioned. His standing in Canada is Uii- 
deniable, and nothing but his conviction that our present movement is un- 
avoidable, would have placed him at the head of our body. Those proceeding's 
will show that we have thought of England from first to last. We really do 
look upon the change as one more of letter than of spirit. We have made no 
sudden wrench, but have glided into our present jioMtion. and our English 
atfection remains in strong force. I had no hesitation (when called upon to 
do so) about installing Sir Allan, but keeping in view the whole term oi our 
proceedings, having perused letters from England reiVrnng tt) our recMv-iu. 
tioii— reineinhering the Grand Maste»-'s positive wonis ahout the retention 
of warrants- -and feeling that we had pen'ornietl .in unplr.isant hn» stern duty. 
in a constitutional and at the same time atfcctionate manner to our oi<l ionn- 
try. I really deemed my.self (as I state<l to my lueihren) acting m<»rc as the 
Deputy of the M. W. Grand Master than as a ptr^on going up ancl Nrputimg 
from old ties and connections. 

The Quebec lodges (three) have decnUd nnt to withdraw their allegianre 
from England, but to accept the M. W. the (ir.incl M.ister's propositions; and 
they have elected (as the accompanying document wil! slio>\ > Wn* Janu-s Doan 
of .\lma lodge No. 931 to be my successor as Provincial Grand Master I 
deemed it, however, to be my duty to state that <ome (Jurim- lueilircn rcgaid 
this question of independent government as one 01 tune smiply I am in- 
formed th.it it is quite likely that the .Mbion l«»d^e No 17 \m11 cea^e working 
There will then be two only and whether a Provincial (irand Master is necc^- 
sary or not. will be for the M. W. the larl <»i /.eti.in<l to chcide I deitn it 
right, also, to state that the military brethren took a pronMnent part in the 
determination arrived at. They have been st itionr<l at Queht-c very recently 
They may leave as suddenly as they c.iine, and ttnv cann<»t he lainiliar witli 
the events and grievances that have brought ahotit the pre^rnl issue. There 
is only one chapter in the district I mention thrsr f.uts m ortjer that the 
M. W. Grand Master may be able to con<nler all matters ri»:'»<:v 

Tn conclusion I beg to express my earnest h<»pe that re.-ogrvMon ^ill *>e 
accortled at *>nce, and that the honest praver oi our f.ire\\«"!i ai!>'.re*.< \m!I l»r 
prnnted without drawback, so that we may go hand in h.md wth tl'o < .1 rid 
I odge of England, and work for and with hrr .is iuti he.irts wi'I evrr d:»-tate. 
although (having the three existing (innd l<»dw««. of ti;c I'lij. re »«»r our 
precedent) we have been compelled to declare ours,:\ts .\v^\ lini*. it it i;»tT j- 
live for a fourth Grand Lodge to spring into e\i^t« nee t.» rule omt r-ot 
a'l unimportant p<»rti«»n of that glonou* emp*re a por*;oii wln^li mi.jv h- •..♦-.• 
the lapse of many years cause our belov<*d <iover<!gn to hr st\Kd " 1 lie <J'je*n^ 
of Great Britain and Ireland and British North \nier..M '" 

I consider mv*;eH o!>liged to resign nu pr« <ent «»•♦ ^r* ^«lt if ''le M \V 
Grand Master wonhl rxchange them for the .i:>p «int!iTt"i! o' *•. s r-TT'.t'n! r- /e 
in the Ancient G L of Canada, I sliall regard the apj»iijnt:ni'»it .1-. i\j»r»--»ve 
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of his confidence, would undertake the duties appertaining to it with pride 
and pleasure, and in that honorable capacity, and as a Past P. G. M. would be 
rejoiced to look after English Masonic interests; and I do not anticipate that 
I should be otherwise than acceptable to my brethren here, who have already 
thought proper to confer upon me the rank of a Past G. M. 

I beg to remain V. W. Sir and Bro., 

Yours fraternally and truly, 

T. Douglas Harington, 

P. G. M. & P. G. Supt 
Quebec & Three Rivers, etc. 
V. W. Bro. Wm. G. Clarke, 

Grand Secretary, etc., etc., etc. 

The letter arrived in England about the 27th November, and 
created some stir in Grand Lodge circles. 

During the past year the Earl of Zetland had given more of his 
thoughts to Canadian Masonry than he had for years before, and he 
was not only surprised but astonished, when month after month the 
situation became so congested in Upper Canada that it began to look 
as if the warning^ given in 1856 were about to be accomplished facts. 

The Earl wrote a reply that was more of a justification of his 
position than an attempt to answer Bro. Harington. Instead of en- 
deavoring to smooth the pathway for the new Canadian organization, 
the M. W. the Grand Master expressed views which tended more to 
widen the breach than to gracefully accept a situation that was en- 
dorsed by the almost unanimous voice of the Craft in both Upper and 
Lower Canada. 

The M. W. the Grand Master wrote to R. W. Bro. Harington as 

follows : 

Freemasons* Hall, London, 

5th December, 1857. 
Sir and Brother, 

The Grand Secretary has laid before me your letter, received November 
27th, in which— 

1. You tender the resignation of your office as Provincial Grand Master, 
and Grand Superintendent of the District of Quebec. 

2. You state that you firmly believe that prompt action on the part of the 
Grand Lodge in September, 1856, would have preserved Canada, although some 
brethren would not have returned to their allegiance. 

3. That you have been driven to throw off your allegiance. 

4. You transmit a Copy of the Proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West, now calling itself the Antient Grand Lodge of Canada: and 
refer to letters received from England, and to my words about the return 
of warrants. 

5. You forward a memorial from the lodges of the District of Quebec, 
recommending a Brother to be appointed Provincial Grand Master. 

6. You express an earnest hope that recognition will be accorded at once, 
and that a fourth Grand Lodge will be acknowledged. 

7. You offer yourself as Representative of the Grand Lodge of England, 
in the so-called " Antient Grand Lodge of Canada." 

For the purpose of convenience. I propo<;e to notice thc^^c seriatim 

1. Whilst I accept with regret f^f* resignation of your office of Provincial 
Grand Master and Grand Superintendent for the District of Quebec, I ac- 
knowledge with pleasure and satisfaction the courteous and masonic feeling 
which is expressed in your letter. 

2. Upon a review of all the circumstances. I cannot bring myself to be- 
lieve that that which you describe as the present " unfortunate and conflicting 
condition of Freemasonry in Canada." would have been prevented, ha<l the 
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propoiitiont which 1 thoufcht it rij(hl lo make lo Grand l-odgt in March 
last, been made in the Sepiembcr preceding. When ] consider that the an' 
t of the steps which I. as Grand Ma<<icr. and the Grand 1.<)di{« 
: willing to lake (or the relief o( the incoiivenicncM existing in Camda. 
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come to the conclusion that there are, and have been from the commence- 
ment, other and internal causes of dissension amongst our Canadian brethren 
which have, more than the inconveniences and delay arising on this side of the 
water, led to the separation of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
and the complication of difficulties in which the brethren of that province are 
now involved. It appears to me that concessions, which were acknowledged 
to be ample, could not be " too late " when made many months before the 
separation took place. 

3. The movement towards independence which commenced so early as 
1852, before those circumstances had occurred, which it has been alleged 
brought it into existence, did not, I have reason to believe, originate with 
the English lodges; and I have good grounds for believing, that, even up to 
the present time, but very few lodges, holding under the Grand Lodge of 
England, have given their adhesion to the so-called Independent Grand Lodge. 
Be that however as it may, it is clear now from the documents laid before 
me, that besides tiiose who have not wavered from, or who have returned 
to their allegiance, no less a number than 34 lodges, constituting together a 
very large majority of all the lodges existing in the province, could hardly 
be said to be driven by a small minority into a secession from the parent tK>dy. 

4. I have read with regret and pain the details of the proceedings of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West in September last. I know of no 
letters emanating from authority in this country, nor of any words of mine 
which by possibility could be construed into justifying, far less recommending, 
the proceedings which it is stated then took place. I regret that any one 
should have been so ill-advised as to write such letters; or that any brother in 
Canada should have been deceived by them. I regret also that the expres- 
sions used by me should have been so much misunderstood. The term 
" rebellious " seeming to have given offence, I stated " that I applied that 
term to brethren who had thrown off their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of 
England; and that without returning the warrants they held under it; and I 
thought that Grand Lodge would agree with me that I did not unjustly apply 
that term " — I recommended no course of action then — I gfive no opinion now 
— ^but thus much I may say. that I see a wide distinction between the breaking 
up of a lodge and the surrender of its warrant by the free will of the brethren 
composing it; and the subsequent formation of new lodges under another 
authority — and ' the formation of an independer^ and antagonistic juris- 
diction — by those who arc still the holders ot the warrants of that Grand 
Lodge whose authority they are determined to subvert, whilst they arc yet 
under a solemn vow to support, uphold, and maintain it. I have read with 
astonishment, not unmingled with indignation, the following words said to 
have been uttered by the Provincial Grand Master: 

" The Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West having now declared its 
independence, I, as the representative of the M. W. Grand Master of England, 
now direct and require, that every Master or Delegate, holding any Warrant 
of a Lodge from the Grand Lodge of England, do now return the same to 
roe, in accordance with the suggestion of the Grand Master of England, con- 
tained in his Address 10 the Grand Lodge on the 4th March last." 

I am bound to say that in thus (and in my name) directing and requiring 
brethren to surrender their warrants, the Provincial Grand Master not only 
assumed a power which I, as Grand Master had no authority either to exercise 
myself, or delegate to him, but which is directly opposed to the very essence 
and spirit of the Constitutions. 

5. Enclosing a memorial from the lodges ot the District of Quebec, you 
suggest that I should consider the propriety, or otherwise, of appointing a 
Provincial Grand Master to preside over only three lodges. The lodges in 
the District of Quebec are the same in number as they were during the time 
when you presided over them Remaining faithful in their allegiance* and 
having signified their wish to have a Provincial Grand Master appointed as 
your successor, in accordance witli tlic proposition made by me in March last, 
I can have no hesitation in approving of the brother whom they have recom- 
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mended to inc, and I have accordingly appointed Brother James Dean to 
succeed you as Provincial Grand Master for Quehec and Three- Rivers. 

6. Whilst I abstain from giving an opinion whet Iter any, or what circum- 
stances can ah^^olvc Masons frt)fii their moral ol>hK*ition, and justify them in 
separation from ilu*ir mother Grand I-odge, I conceive it to be my duty to 
point out that " in the present unfortunate and conthcting condition of Free- 
masonry in Canada," it is impossible that I could, consistently with my duty 
as Grand Master, and the ol>Iigations of my otVice, recommend to the Grand 
l.odge the recognition of either of the bodies which have recently assumed 
ll:e power of erecting themselves into a (^rand Lodge. To do so would be 
inconsistent with the first principles of Ma-^omc unity. Of the lodges existing 
in the riovince of Canada, and holding under the (^rand Lodge ot I'.ri^^land, 
the warrants ol 7 have been returned by tlH»se who have joined the linlrpcn- 
dent (irand Lodge -wlnUt 34 have been returned by those who have joined 
the Aniient (irand Lodge- -leaving a large number of lodgt s. of whuh some 
are known to remain firm in their allegiance, and of the secession of others 
there is n<» official record 

It is plain that the (irand Lodge of |-*n^;l.infl has no right or title to 
absolve from their allegiance the brethren who are anxious to preserve it — it 
is equally clear that it is the duty, the sacred duty 01 (irand Master and (irand 
Lodge to support them in maintaining then allegiance, and in preserving 
inviolate thrii obligation, to their parent (jiand Lodu:e. Keaiinv; in mind 
that there are already two self-erected (iian«l L'ulgrN m Caii.ida that •line 
arc many lud^es winch have not jtnned either that there are oih* fs wlm 
have never wavered m th«ir fidelity. pr.i> to have a l*r<»vincial Gran<l NLisier 
appointed in the pl.ice of tlmsr who havr «»«'»« dftl from them, and dvs;re to 
remain under the inn<;diction of the (irand L'»di;e (»f I\ni»land. 1 cann«tt think 
that ativ reasonable Mason will, iipnn a i iiin and ileliherate review ui the 
facts; come to anv »»ther condiismn than tli it reci»',;nition i« iinp.><5silfl»*: and 
that even were it .Tciordetl. it wonhl lea<l <»n'v tt> iiureascd ctminNnm 

7. N'<ni ofter to accept the ()ttiie <»f Kopresciil.itue of the (iraiid L«»''..:e 
of Kngland m the *' .Antient Grand L<M!^;e oi Canad.i "-- For the rtasi.ns sia!e«i 
in the preceding par.igraph. >ou will at t*\\*'c pircesve that tliat is iinpM^-^ilile 

I cannot contemplate \\)thi»ut the de< prst con* < in the >eparati«>n oi xo 
many bulges from the parent body, and tl «• n>«»re ^o wlnn it is attftt'pted to 
be shown lliat the conduct of the (iraiul 1 tMlce of h'tiLrl.ind has drixen th<tn 
to that cniirsr Winn I retleci that stp.it.ition ha>. taken place at a period 
manv monrlis siil)<ri|uent to the time w lit n aM re.»son.»hle Conipl.nnts have 
been remedietl. and when effectual means had been taken to prevent their 
recurrence — when I know that maiu of the <i« lavs complained «>t bv hM!k:-s 
originated, mn troin the ntvlect oi the (i'ap.d Lod^'e oi l.nclanil. but from 
the neglect ol the I'ro\iiuial *ttficers tt» f«»rw.ird returns to London entni'^ird 
to tlKin for th.it purpose when I reMiemht r t'l.it the nf.:!tct «•! the duties of 
his office l)y the rr<^)Mncial (irand M.isicr wliinn I appo-nted has t»een «>ne 
of the mam causes tif di-^s.itjsfaction most prot",imnily nrv!»*d in oVu'ial cor- 
respondence, and insisted on e\en m ininiite chtaii in memorj.iU from Canid.i - 
when 1 rememhrr that in c«»nse«juence of sijeli a"«*i:«*d nei;'<*ct the h'^eih.ren 
tiexired to be permitted to elect their own Trov-t.^iil Grapd M.isier. .i\\*\ ihii 
such p<*rimsston h.is been xirtn.iMy eoiuedt«| t*» tluni .ti .1 vvItm 1 h.i'n lh.it 
the ver\ fust ait oi the new hodv ha"» hfen to e'« ct t«i «>np'iMnr o^tire. tl:e v«'\ 
brother whose coediut has In en vo <eveft'v .irriv'U'd .»s le.til ''i: to tl'.* •' '♦ - 
cultie^ cotrpi.iit-i d •»!. 1 am irr«Nisnlij\ h «i i . ♦••» \ onrltiN <».m rii.it t'li* a'e 
c'lher r.ii»ses th.in tho<^e w liK h have he« n .dr«-.j'Iv deil.irid. wht h catl^eil tlie 
proxnicial (ir.md Lotlvje ot Canada Wet to ihr.»w oil the authority »»• the 
Grand M.i«^t»r an«l tiraiid 1 oiivjc ot I- n'p.''.it''d w!io have alw.iv*; ft'.t. .i'*.«! stiJI 
continue to ii i-l a *Uep ami .»t!ectionale mltic^t .r. tin w« llare of their h»ul ren 
in Caii.ida 

( « iinuM i.ii'!)^ the'^e m.itters t<» \oiir ■ ■••n^t i 'iix-i'* r ■!••••* .I'ld !*■ it of 
vniir brethren 

I am S ' H'd l*M»ihef 

^^•nr■^ If .«»€ f" .' \ 
To Thotu.jv Il.iimlas narnik^ton Ps.j /I fl \ \ U. (i M 
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This closed the official correspondence of the year 1857, and 
although the position taken by iL W. Bro. Harington in resigning 
his oftice as Provincial Grana Master of Quebec and Three Kivcrs 
did not afiect in any way the action that had been and was to be taken* 
there can be no aoubt that in both provinces it gave strength to not 
only the newly formed Ancient Grand Lodge, but as well to the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. It was another stroke for the principle that both 
Grand Lodges contended for, viz., freedom to exercise their will and re- 
gulate their own affairs as a duly constituted governing power. 

On 20th November, of 1857, Bro. James Gallon, secretary of 
Corinthian lodge. No. 834, at Peterboro', Canada West, wrote to the 
Grand Secretary of England, with reference to a statement in a 
pamphlet published at Toronto, Canada, entitled " The Proceedings 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of C anada West, and the Ancient 
Grand Lodge of Canada, September, 1857." He claimed that there 
were two errors respecting his lodge, first, that it was stated that 
Corinthian lodge had given its cordial approval to the memorial, and 
the letter to the Grand Lodge of England. This he denied, saying 
that copies of the resolutions of his lodge sent to the Grand Lodge 
of England were a sufficient refutation of that assertion. Further, 
that Corinthian lodge was placed among the lodges now in the juris- 
diction of the so-called Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, whereas the 
fact was that the lodge still held its English warrant. He enclosed 
a copy of the resolution passed on the 15th December, 1856, by Corin- 
thian lodge, in which it was recited that the Grand Master of Eng- 
land, having stated his desire to do justice to Canadian lodges, it 
was deemed by this lodge premature and injudicious to take action 
with reference to the complaints made, and that it would be more 
Masonic to await the deliberations of the Grand Master of England 
in the matter. 

This reference to Corinthian lodge indicated that the lodge at 
that time preferred to hold to its English warrant rather than join 
any of the bodies in Canada. 



CHAPTER CXIX. 

R. \V. Bro. Harington Again Expresses His Opinion to the 
Grand Master of England. — A Convincing Reviewal 
of the Rights of the Canadian Craft. 

The letter from the Earl of Zetland, accepting the resignation of 
the Provincial Grand Master of Quebec, ought not to have required 
an answer. But the supreme authoritv in England, as we have seen, 
felt that something more than a formal acknowledgment of the sever- 
ance of connection was necessary, and at the same time volunteered 
opinions that were not strictly in line with the facts, so R, W. Bro. 
Harington wrote in reply: 
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Toronto, Canada. 

ist February, 1858. 

My Lord and M. \V Brother. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, dated 
the gih ultimo, accepting my resignation of the otVices of P. G. M. and P. G. 
Superintendent of 0"cbcc, etc., and entering largely into the present condi- 
tion of Canadian Mas<»nry. Before I proceed to reply in detail to the various 
important p.issages of your Lordship's letter, allow me to thank you for the 
personal kindness and courtesy you have extended to me, and to assure you 
that the peiusal oi your letter affected me deeply, and that whatever may he 
the re!»ult of the presmt antagonism between is. L. and the Craft here, I shall 
ever feel grateiiil to your Lordship as well on my own account, as for tlic 
iiitere&t nianiic<>ted and the earnestness evinced by you, in every line of that 
letter, for the arr.innnneni of the existing Masonic differences. But I am 
constrained neverih<'less to repeat that my convictions remain unchanged as 
to the necesMiN u.r sv\i goxcrnnient here, and that altho* there may be for a 
time stray lodges in Canada, hailing as heretofore, the majority of the Craft 
neither can nor \\\\\ consent again to acknowledge allegiance to the G. L. of 
England. Of tins 1 teel assured, and my assertions arc endorsed by many 
excellent and luHuenttal brethren, who, like myself, entertain a warm af- 
fectionate regard ii»r the old country; but who cannot shut their eyes to the 
plain fact, that it i^ only veiy recently that the C<>lonies have been looked upon 
as of so iniuh coii*ir<jinnce in the preservation of the " Unity of English Free- 
masonry '* Your l.c^rdslnp nui^t acknowledge that for many years past they 
have only been rew-iided in a pecuniary light — that is — the annual revenue 
derived from them has kept them from nearly entire oblivion As for a voice 
at the f<»untain head, that has not been thought of, and "money" and 
"obedience" ha\e bren the principal results derived from their connexion 
with the G. Lodges oi (ireat Hritain and Ireland. Your Lordship will aLso. 
I am sure. acknowUilgr that they have been parcelled out between three 
sovereign anihornirs 111 a wav that must, sooner or later, lead to confusion, 
and a ntcessity for the establishment of one local head. I know that Canada 
has called the aiienin>n of Kngland to the e<jiial sovereignty of Scotland anil 
Ireland, and tliat the adoption of some plan has been asked for, by which no 
separate lo<lges should be constituted by one part of the empire, without the 
concurrence ot the other two: but the sul»ject has never yet been deemed ot 
suflicieni iinfM»rtance to attract attentM»n, or elicit a reply, and the result his 
been, that when individual brethien ha\e become dissatisfied, or fancied them- 
selves a^igneved, they have been accustomed to retire from their bulges, and 
either Ixionif loniin^ members ot another hailing from a ditlerent *'Ource, or 
have applied for warrants, which have never been refused. For instance. — 
English .Masons ha\e procured charters from the G Lodges of Scotland and 
li eland, without eithrr of the latter bodies deeming it at all re(|uisite to appeal 
to Enk;l.iinl lor prooi oi good staiuhng or any other essential, and in this loose 
manner a st.iM<lard i^f Independence nor it may surely be classed as such) has 
been set up f«)r many years This irregularity c<»uld only be rectified by a 
sovereiKU (» L on the sp«»t Another important particular, I wish to draw 
your l.ordslups att* ntion to, k, that a large proportion of the brethren here 
are nati\e i .madians; who. as such. ha\e none <»l the old rect>lleciions and 
symp.ithtes to bind them: but. on the contrar>. and it is natural, are imbMcd 
with a l(»\e «»f tluir n.itive soil and institutions, and deem it deroi:at«»iy to 
be rulfd by e\tiain«»iis power — trtmi connexion with which they deri\e no 
a])pareiit advani.iv:e in \\h<»sc ptocee«hnk's th<v have no real %oice- \Mth which 
it IS ten chances to onr il they have ever ha\e any personal commun!»Mti«»n-- 
and f(»r wlmh as I sli.dl endea\tmr to show y'»ur Lordship before 1 c«»mlnde 
this letter, they have been gradually compelled t«» teel less and less rrvprct 
There are likewise inanv brethren, who are citi/ens ot the L*. S of Nintnca. 
who have -ettbd in ( aii.ida tor their own private interests.— but wh«> have 
no partii ul.ir liKitik: loi I- iiv:'>.im«) in anv wav I have alluded ti> the foregoing 
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points, because they are uppermost in my mind, and I think them of para- 
mount importance as a prelude to my replying to your Lordship's communi- 
cation in detail. I have to beg your indulgence for the length of this letter, — 
but I find it impossible to do justice to the subject at issue, unless I bring before 
your notice every thing that bears upon it, — and to compress would be to 
mislead your Lordship. I deeply regret that our recognition has not been 
effected by the documents already sent home, and the evidence which they 
afford, that the " Antient G. L. of Canada " certainly has not been actuated 
by factious or ambitious motives, (as has been hinted,) but by a '* stern neces- 
sity " in adopting the course it has. I hope the G. L. of England will yet see 
the matter in that light. ITiere is no necessity for me to trouble your Lord- 
ship with a repetition of the " grievances " under which the entire Canadian 
Craft has laboured, for they have been fully and formally specified in tHe 
memorial already sent home by the late P. G. L. of Upper Canada; but to 
enable you to refer to them, I have appended a copy of that memorial to this 
communication. I take it for granted that a copy of your Lordship's letter 
to me is fyled in the G. Secretary's office, for the information of G. Lodge. 

With reference therefore to paragraph 2, of that letter, I must again ex- 
press my conviction, that had the concessions proposed by your Lordship in 
March last, been propounded in September, 1856, (that is, six months earlier 
than they were) the present condition of Freemasonry in Canada might have 
been prevented. If you will be so good as to refer to the memorial (page 5), 
you will find that the half year, suffered to elapse without notice, was pregnant 
with events, bearing direct and unmistakable issue upon " Independence." 
The Craft here had nothing for its guidance but your Lordship's personal 
communications to G. L., and they were such (see 4th June, 1856,) as to call 
forth in the following October, resolutions of the very strongest nature, and 
'' disapproval of the unjust and uncourteous treatment experienced at the hands 
of the G. M. of England," and it was firmly stated that the time had been 
allowed to pass when moderate concessions would have more than satisfied 
the Masons of Canada, and that less than entire independence would not allay 
the excitement, etc., and recognition was asked for on behalf of the P. G. L. 
as a G. L. This was adopted in January, 1857, and sent home — ^and in March 
following your Lordship officially made known your plan for restoring peace 
in Canada, and the concessions that you considered would bring about that 
desirable object. But previous silence and apparent carelessness had done 
their work by that time, and (I write it with all due respect) your proposal was 
not then looked upon as a boon, but as having been forced by the pressure 
of current events. The brethren knew then that their memorial had not even 
been read in G. L., but had been referred, or handed over to the new Colonial 
Board; and it is certain that no definite reply has yet been vouchsafed to that 
respectful document; although the G. Registrar at the Quarterly Communica- 
tion of the G. L. of England, on the 2nd September last, somewhat disin- 
genuously declares that such a statement is inaccurate. Your Lordship's letter 
(in triplicate), is not a reply, for the concluding portion of it only makes men- 
tion of the memorial having been presented at a late period of the evening — 
that no discussion took place thereon, and it was referred to the Colonial 
Board, in consequence of the announcement you had been previously pleased 
to make, — and the Colonial Board had no power to send one. Its duty was 
simply to report to your Lordship and G. L. In the face of all that is reported 
to have occurred, it would, puzzle any body to remove the impression. th,it 
the Craft is really governed by the dais, and those upon it, — not by tlic breth- 
ren at large. Your Lordship's concessions would perhaps have been deemed 
" ample/' but for the fatal and unfortunate delay, and before the adoption of 
the memorial; but they were never so acknowledged subsequently; — and 
whether made before or after, vou were ever careful not to embarrass anv 
successor you might have, and the proposed plan, although binding on you, 
would not be upon him. — and it might happen therefore that the evil day w.is 
only retarded for a season. In this paragraph also, your Lnrd«;hip has h(*m 
pleased to state that there must have been internal disscn^^ioiis in Canada. 
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which have led to the existing diflicultieSp and that they do not arise from 
delay and inconvenience on your side oi the water. I hope to prove that 
disvatisfaction (not dissension) has been occasioned by parties in London, 
and wlio ha\e been and are intimately connected with G. 1/. itself -.tnd 1 
believe I express the opinion of the two Canadian Independent Bodies. 

With respect to paragraph 3, of your Lordship's letter, I will simply say, 
that the Independent movement commenced as early as 1850 not 1K5J. and that 
ab regards the adhesion of English lodges to the existing " Independent (j. 
I^./' I am satisfied that had the P. G. L. of Canada West wavered in its resolu- 
tion after what had passed* the P. G. M. would not have been left with a 
sufficiency of lodges wherewith to constitute a P. G. L. Such was the pretty 
general and openly expressed opinion in all quarters, and by the brethren at 
large, and I have no doubt that they would have taken warrants troni tli.it 
Independent G. L. 

I now beg permission to refer to paragraph 4, of your Lordship's roin- 
numication, and it is an important one. You regret the procee<lings o) the 
P. (r. L. of (^anada West, and know of no letters emanating from l-.n^'land. 
which by possibility could be construed favorably to those proceedinv-s I 
will quote from one received by me. which could not fail to exercise an in- 
fluence here. It is from Brother W. W. Beach, who is, I believe, known to 
your Lordship, — is now a member of the Colonial Board. — and was in thi« 
country. He writes, under date loth June last, as f<illo\vs: 

** I took the first opportunity in my power of seeing the (t. N! He had 
not leisure to enter into the business but deputed the (» Registrar to me«-t iiu- 
next day I spent nearly two hours with him and placed the whole st.ite of 
the case before him. He wished me to draw up a statenirnt for the (f M oj 
the Masonic .Affairs in Canada. I did so. I do not think I omittrd an> 
argument or position, — it was acknowledged. — but tho' I begged th.«t yxvAi 
haste might be used, nothing uas done for several weeks .\ meeting was at 
length summoned of a few selected to consider the matter. It was found the <l.iy 
did not suit some one. — so it was put otT. .After the consultati<»n, notlnni; 
was resolved on — The G. Registrar, who 15 very reasonable, declares that it 
is impos«iible to constitute the P. G. L. into a G L. by any act of the G L 
of England tho' of course the recognition of it would be another question, etc " 

Your Lordship cannot fail to see there was lukexsarmness in som«- Miur- 
ters at a tunc when Canada was looking with exces^^ive anxiety for sonic v-i.d 
of action at home; so much so that the regular communication of the 1*. <» L 
had been put off for a month to atTord time, and enable G. L. to take up tKc 
business at its own meeting at the beginning of June You will also, I il::nK. 
agree that a very hi^h othccr did not al»«iolutely discourage ** rco«n;j;jt.iin " 
We were well aware here, that G. L could not constitute us a G 1. and 
every memorial has asked for "recognition" acct>rdingl\.— ami wr li.r »• iii- 
deavoured throughout to make our in<lependent formati<»n as aijrcoai'le and 
atlectionate towards the mother country as we could do. under the trync cir- 
cumstances invoUed in the course we were compelle<i to adopt To tl e List 
wc turned to the mother G. L. with a yearning affection — clung tt» h*r Con- 
stitutions — elected her chief brother to preside over us -and br>;v;ed !'• r to 
c«)nsider that wc had lounht her battlts. an<l retained our alleniame. in vj,<»r 
<»f neglect, careU-ssnes*;, and silence, until self-respect would ar<»w « • n«> 
further adherence as dependents, and we had been taunted an<l ri«ltiii!t«1 ••■' 
what Was callctl our slaxi^h sitmI-'x Hut Cj L. never mantn!!v c »{'•.• li 
wuh the question at issue.- has not up to this moment Siie nc\er (l«-f,;*ii! ''n 
law of the matter. — never gave in^tnu tion. or encouragement.— never ai!e'r;'<.! 
tM inflict punishment on the lodges and brethren, who had uncer«'in«Mr I't^'x 
severed their connexion %Mth her. m\er denounced theni.--hMt hit us -utk- 
to fight anti <!is.igree --to break trien<i>.li:ps. — to se\er NLi^ontc c<»r.';e\''«r'< ••♦ 
lone siantling. m sh««rt to do wl.it i$ I. up to this niMrnenl \\.\^ r. .♦ h.\ 
the n^nral ro\ir:»i:e or pluck to <!<» \nd f<»r what en*'' T«» p'e-»«r\«' .1 • t » 
tie. tounilcd up«»n old meiUMnes and reminiscences, whirh a larvre pr«)pi»ri;o«» 
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of brethren, being native Canadians, never had any particular reason to treasure 
up in their hearts. G. L. would lose through the pocket — ^the brethren here 
were likely to suffer in spirit, heart and affection. I could dilate upon this 
topic; but must again refer to the paragraph of your Lordship's letter, which 
is now under notice. I must do your Lordship justice. You did denounce 
the Independent G. L. as " rebellious," altho* G. L. has never yet enunciated 
a dignified opinion at all. But why did you call that body ** rebellious"? — 
Because — ^it had thrown off "its allegiance to the G. L. of England, and that 
without returning the warrants it held." Your Lordship tells me that you 
recommended no course of action then — you give no opinion now. May I ask 
why you did not do so, or cause G. L. to act, instead of placing the brethren 
in a false position here, and compelling them to assume the initiative? — More 
than two years have elapsed since the formation of the Independent G. L. of 
Canada, and the then loyal brethren cannot point to one single letter of de- 
cided advice or instruction at this moment, as to the course they were to 
adopt towards that body. Not one single charter has ever been demanded. — 
not one single seceding brother has been suspended from Masonic privileges. — 
not one atom of Masonic law has been brought to bear, and even your Lord- 
ship's term of " rebellious," if we are to believe the only printed periodical 
that comes regularly to this province, viz.: The F. M. Magazine, published 
in London, — ^was not suffered to be uttered by you in G. L. without a sneer! 

Your Lordship states that you have felt astonishment not unminglcd with 
indignation, at the course pursued by the late P. G. M. of Upper Canada, in 
demanding the warrants of the lodges in your name. Will you be pleased to 
state what he ought to have done? — I was by Sir Allan Mac Nab' s side, and 
can bear witness to his anxiety to act rightly. I am of course open to con- 
viction, and we are all liable to error, but I believe I should have followed the 
same course, and so I told Sir Allan. — Your Lordship says, that you see a 
wide distinction between the breaking up of a lodge, and the surrender of its 
warrant by the free-will of the brethren composing it. and the subsequent 
formation of new lodges under another authority — and the formation ot an 
independent and antagonistic jurisdiction, who are still the holders of the 
warrants of that G. L., whose authority they are determined to subvert, etc. 
My Lord and M. W. Brother, the lodges could not first be broken up, and 
the warrants surrendered, or a G. L. could not have been constituted, for it is 
lodges, not brethren, who form the component parts of a G. L. Your Lord- 
ship likewise says that the P. G. M. not only assumed a power as your repre- 
sentative, which you had no authority to exercise yourself, but acted in direct 
opposition to the Constitutions — what do the Constitutions say? — art: Private 
Lodges — Sect. 27. 

" If a lodge be dissolved, the Warrant shall be delivered up to the G. 
Master," etc. 
Sect. 30: — 

" If all the Members of a Lodge withdraw, the Warrant becomes ex- 
tinct." 

I would therefore ask your Lordship, who was the proper officer to re- 
quire the surrender of the warrants of the lodges, upon their formally de- 
claring that they withdrew from under the jurisdiction of England, or. in 
other words, dissolved themselves, as far as their charters were concerned, 
and received in lieu thereof dispensations from their own local head? Surely, 
the P. G. M. was bound to call for them, for the purpose of complying with 
the Constitutions, and restoring them to you, the G. M. Sir Allan MacKab, 
in common with the brethren at large, could only understand by your Lord- 
ship's address to the G. L. of England, that after a declaration of independence, 
the retention of your warrants specially constituted an act of rebellion. — and 
it was with direct allusion to your Lordship's own words, that the PGM 
addressed the meeting as he did. Upon referring to the P. G. L. proceedings, 
you will observe, that in the concluding address praying for recognition, iht? 
surrender of those charters is specially mentioned, and their return asked for. 
that they might be cherished as mementoes of the original source from whcnrr 
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wc derived our Masonic existence, and which we regarded with warm a. lec- 
tion, altho' we felt that self-government, from various causes, waN impcia- 
tivc. The P. G. M. used no compulsion; but he had to exercise his discrc- 
ti(in. and. in the absence of any advice or directions from the fountam head, 
altho* the contemplated movement was known in London, the course he pur- 
sued was certainly the most straightforward one. and, under the circum- 
stances, more in accordance with the Constitutions, as quoted above, than 
any other method would have been, — and I know that no brother felt more 
acutely fhe painful position in which we were all placed than Sir Allan 
MacNab. My Lord, it seems a "paradox" — that the "Independent G. L." 
should be denounced for withholding the English Warrants, and the " Antient 
G. L. of C." for surrendering them. 

Paragraph 5. of your Lordship's communication, bears reference to Que- 
bec, and the appointment of my successor, and I have of course nothing fur- 
ther to say. than again to express my sense of the kind courtesy evinced by 
you. when accepting my resignation of my high and honorable otliccs. I will 
only rcmincl your Lordship that, altho' you feci bound to appoint another 
P. G. M. without loss of time for that District, the nomination of a P. G. 
Superintendent for Canada West has been urged upon you time afier time 
without success. The English lodges are certainly the same in number as 
when I was appointed: but brethren are wavering, and have been so for 
sonitr tinu* — pa««-mg events have greatly unsettled them. There is a Scotch, 
antl also a 11 Irish lodge at Quebec now. and the latter was <>rKani/r<| by Eng- 
lish Ma-^ons for the open and express purptjsc of being free Ihmii KnKhsh rule, 
and at th)<; time many brethren are subscribing members of all three portions 
of the empire, and are therefore tolerably independent when they choose 
Quebec and Montreal are jealous of each other, and bt>tli ate so oi I'pper 
Crinacla Your Lordship will not probably, under such nrcuinstaiirrs. be 
di«;posed to place implicit trust in any deep rooted affection to? l-.ii^lish 
Masonic rule I think, as I once before stated to you. that it i^ now a ipies- 
tion oi time only, 

I will no>\ turn to paragraph 6. of your letter. Your I ordslnp abNtains 

from offering any opinion, whether any. or what circuinslanves can absoKc 

Masons from their moral obligation, and lustify them in separating troin their 

mother (i L. I assure you that the lenv!th of time sutfeied to elai»M* here 

before the present decided step was adopted, ami the j»atiencc shown ufnlei 

neglect and apparent indifference, as detailed in the luemonaU ft 0111 l*pper 

Canada, have been the result of extensi\r sensitixencss on that verv pomi.- 

coupled with ancient affection. While care has be<Mi taken to p«nnt out the 

many causes of dissatisfaction, reco^nititju oi lututf indep<'n<ittit ^joxern- 

ment has been studiously asked for. and h.is formed the steativ pra\er, and it 

was not until the brethren found that neither G M nor G 1. appeaml dis- 

po^cd to take up this prayer openly aru! <!etinitrly. tint th«Mr rcv|»ccnul 

memorials were not read in (i. L., — that month alter ni«»nth v:l d«d bv. an<l the 

important question at issue continued to be delavetl. or. ii brouki'it it»rv%ar<l in 

G. L,. only resulted in debates and proceedings tpjite <li>.K;iacchil to mkIi a 

body as the G L of England. — that they began to an<i at last did m.iV.e up 

their minds, that there was a limit to e\en their moral oblii^afon as M isons. — 

that further petitioning w<mld be serxdity. and that thev \%ore bett< r ab'e. and 

had a clear ntjht to govern themselves, and fair wanupi; was «<nt lumie i»i 

the rotir-e tlu v would in self respect nndoubletllv pursue 'Vl>.a brvMiit-n in 

iMikiland. however much they, like us. mmlit regret st-p.ir jtum. d.«l n«»t derni 

imlependt nt government a violation of Masonic m«»r.il ••Mik:ati«>n. nia\ be 

gleaned from the proeeedincs of ("J L itself. .itM\ the f.ict tliit «»ne pl.uti 

notice of m«ttion ft^r recognition was given bv HtoiJht Ilie I .i;l «i! ( .irn.ii\on. 

in whom >«iur Lordship has confidence, ami who wh< n \:sitmkr a I«m!.m- it 

.StonrhMiisi iri a speech winch, the reporter s.ivs. w.is g»cci».l \\^*\\ rovjiM- o' 

aT)i>lans< aii<! listened to with earne<;t attention expressed h •"-• 't thuN tt,.. 

pii.ttualU in rel.Ttion to Can.ida .Miiuhng to the o«»ncevv»,Mis .ito'.iti" -« d In 

aCided ' 
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'* He could ii-t disguise that these concessions came tardily, that the feel- 
ing in Canada in favor of independence had grown very strong, and that it 
was more than doubtful if their Colonial supremacy could now be preserved. 
He was afraid that in this matter they had gone too near that fatal rock * too 
late/ which had shipwrecked so many empires, dynasties and governments.'** 

His Lordship, unhappily, had divined the truth! 

You, M. W. G. M., declare that recognition of either of the bodies, which 
have recently assumed the power of erecting themselves into a G. L.. is im- 
possible, and that even were it accorded, it would lead only to increased con- 
fusion. No brethren lament more sincerely the state of Masonry in this 
province than those residing there, who have been all along the real sufferers, 
and they have shown this by their actions and their urgent appeals to Eng- 
land to remedy it. I believe I echo their sentiments by repudiating the jus- 
tice of any attempt to fasten the blame upon them. The documents they have 
drawn up show, in truthful language, who were the originators of the con- 
fusion, and I would ask your Lordship certain plain questions: Why has 
not the course adopted by the G. L. of Ireland been solemnly protested 
against, and why, when that sovereign body upheld and encouraged, by 
recognition, those English lodges which first withdrew from allegiance to you, 
did you consider on the same terms of intimacy as before, when you could not 
be blind to the serious importance of the proceedings of Ireland, and must 
have been conscious that half a victory was thereby gained by those whom 
your Lordship simply styled "rebellious"? It is asserted that the G. L. of 
Ireland did seek information from England; but, like other correspondents, 
it met with no notice, and therefore acted as it thought best. Whether this 
be true or not, the recognition by a part of the empire, and the mutual ap.- 
pcintment of representatives by that portion and the seceding body, must 
have had a damaging effect on the permanent continuation of your Masonic 
supremacy here. Yet, I believe the G. L. of England has not ventured any 
objection or remonstrance. Again, permit me to ask. why was the first body 
of the seceders here so indulgently let off, — while the late P. G. L. of Canada 
West, after using every exertion to preserve its connexion with England in- 
tact — only succumbing to an imperious necessity — ^and to the last moment 
evincing an untiring anxiety to carry out its separate and independent organi- 
zation in such a manner as to show, in all future times, that it was a Child of 
the Old Country, — is severely reproached, and taxed with all manner of 
wickedness? There must be some hidden reason for such manifest injustice. 
My conscientious impression is, that under all the circumstances, and taking 
into consideration all the difficulties, and the causes for complaint, which yout 
Lordship confesses were not unfounded, recognition might and ought to have 
been conceded. The only true course for the two separate Independent G. 
Lodges now to adopt, is to unite closely, and frust that no harassing impedi- 
ments may be thrown in their path, so as to prevent their working harmoni- 
ously and resolutely for the good of our Order. My Lord, the chief Masonic 
connexion that. this province must cultivate is with our neighbors in the 
United States, because with them our intercourse is constant, and it is an 
ominous fact, that the G. L. of nearly every State has already acknowledged 
the independent organization, or is prepared to do so. In affairs ni state. 
Canada is virtually independent, for no British statesman would attempt to 
interfere with her local legislation. In church affairs «;he is the same, ior the 
right to elect Bishops of the Established Church of England and Ireland is 
accorded. Why not, then, the same thing as regards Masonry? I think the 
propriety of it is more obvious in the latter case, because in the two first 
named, the Sovereign is the undoubted and sole Head: but the G. L, of Eng- 
land only holds a divided authority in the colonies, in conjunction with Scot- 
land and Ireland, and she could not complain, if every lodge working under 
her warrant, chose to return it, and determine to hold under one of the others. 
At least she has not objected, when such instances have taken place 

Finally— 4S regards Paragraph 7. of your Lordship's letter Should the 
time shortly arrive, when one United Sovereign G. L. of Canada is esiAblished, 
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and to accomplish that end, the brethren will, I hope strenuously exert them- 
selves, I shall ever be at your Lordship's disposal, as your Keprc!»entative to 
h ok after English interests if honored by the ottice, and consider myself, as 
a Past P. G. M. of your appointing, always at your service, and I shall never 
forget the kindness you have extended to me. I am sure your Lordship gives 
utterance to your own true and honorable feelings, when you say that you feel 
the deepest concern. But in justice to the brethren (myself included) I must 
protest against that concern being aggravated by "attempts" on our part to 
shift the blame to the G. L. of England. Most assuredly the promts adduced 
from hence must carry conviction, that our charges are just ones, and it is 
UHKcnerous, at this the eleventh hour, to endca\oui to make us the aK^re<.surs, 
when there has not been the slightest hint ol tins boiorc, .uid wc arc ccn:>ured 
fot not being satisfied with ample " conccssiont." Iheie \\«)uld be nu need 
of concessions if we had only attempted t«> show, and had uilcd to prove that 
the conduct of the G. L. of England had drucit us to the present e.xtrciiie 
course. My Lord, altho' separation has, as you write, taken place subse- 
quently to what you call the remedy ol all lea^uiiable complaints. >ou had 
ptevious plain warning that the time was gon^ by when moderate concessions 
would have been satisfactory — valuable tune had been t uttered a^ay and 
could not be recalled, — patience and hope had become exhausicd,— an<l you 
could not have been surprised at your pr'»puNals u<it beink: derni«tj a remedy 
for restoring to its normal state the Cratt in Camda \ our Lordslnp sa>s. 
that you know that many of the delays compiained oi by lod^es. oriK>nated 
from the neglect of Provincial otticers. I kno>% nothing oi tlus n»)seli.--htit 
it is indignantly and positively contradicted Tins is atidther new charge, 
made at a late hour, and the Provincial orti^crs justly cmnpLiin at its liaMug 
been held back. The G. Secretary's oihce. they sa>. is the \uk;«.ui stable that 
required cleansing, and that its waste pap'-r basket cotiUl un vears ha\e told 
tales My Lord. I was conversing lately with a brother ni*t louk; trom London, 
and who says he is or was a member oi a Red .\pron h'd^t. -an oid trietid 
of his. and an attendant at G. L. designated its prtM iriim^'s tor s«iine time past 
as a solemn farce, and London Freemasonry — a^ a peculiar >y>teni ot eating 
and drinking, veiled with a tal>le cloth, an<J illustrated by knues and forks' — 
I dare say that I am not the only one to whom this h i> heen stated, and 
whether correct or not. the impression leti nui-t be iiijuiiohn 

The deductions your Lordship draus :rom the election of Sir .Mian 
Mac Nab are hardly gencrr>us or correct .\itho' he seldom attended to the 
duties of his oHice. and was not possessed ot much Ma>onic knowledge, as 
he will readily acknowledge, yet he was not the le^'S personally popular, and 
had excuses to offer, which ni.iny a P. (i M in Ln^l.ind had not. viz : very 
many and urgent public affairs to keep him continually bu<\, and for some 
time past very indifTerent health, and he had appointed a Oepuiy whii ne\er 
neglected his duty. It was the principle, not tiic man. the brethren obiected 
to. If your Lordship will refer to the accompanying memorial, you will at 
once see. that the main object of the insertion of Sir .Mian's name was not to 
speak prejudicially of him, but to defend the Deputy. Hri>ther Ki<lout. from 
your own remarks of his having exercised undue anthi»ritv in carrving on the 
affairs of his di-^tnct When it was finally re^ohed that noihitiK but entire 
independence would allay the excitement here the P *i L d« tenmned to 
make choice of Sir Allan M.icNab for the !«.MO\\in« rta«..ns K:rst--They 
knew that he was on the pinnt of IravtTikj thj^. pro\;nco tor l-'nc'.aiid. nc\er 
probably to return, and as he was mu.*h rcvp«*ct«Ml .ind pts^ona.ly regarded, 
the bretliren neither could nor would take their larcwell 01 him by making 
their last formal act a personal ^linht Secondl> -His tcn'.ire ««! olt'ice was 
only to Ust for a broken period, when anc»tiier election u »iild take place. 
.And thirdlv- The Anticnt G L was ai*.Mt»UH ti» show all the respect it con'd 
to y«»nr l.c»rdsliip and the G L oi Inw'l.ind. and bv adopt. :'i» voiir noniinre 
for first Cm M . as well as >our constuutiop t«'r I'v U>\. to r.ike the change 
not M» nni< h a rending .i^^nnder oi a cli»%e c«'iitie« i'«»n .1* a transition from 
our df^^cnpiion of jto\cfnniriit to another a- -I h ••! x.mt I .'•d-^h'p htm pre** 
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ent, when all this was done, you would have heard warm expressions of re- 
gard and anxious prayers that the G. L. of England would meet us in the 
same spirit, and understand the fraternal feelings by which we were guided. 
The brethren did not certainly anticipate that their course of conduct would 
be tortured, and they themselves taunted with inconsistency, and other worse 
motives. It was intended that Sir Allan should himself, on his arrival in 
London, impart to you full information, and make known the wishes of the 
Craft here, and the warrants and other documents were to have been for- 
warded to him; but much to his own and our regret, his departure was de* 
layed by unforeseen events.and it was not deemed advisable to defer their 
despatch; but I hope that your Lordship and he have met. or will do so, and 
it would be satisfactory if Sir Allan had an opportunity of perusing this letter, 
as he may incur your censure without really deserving it, or thoroughly com- 
prehending the nature of your Lordship's expressed displeasure. For my 
own part, my Lord, I can only repeat what I said in my former communtca* 
tion, dated the 9th November last, viz: That I had no hesitation, when called 
upon to do so, about installing Sir Allan, and that under all the circumstances, 
I really deemed myself (as I stated to the brethren) acting more as the Deputy 
of the G. M. of England than otherwise. 

I think I have now noticed the prominent points of your communication, 
and I have taken upon myself to do this, because your Lordship commended 
them to my earnest consideration, and that of my brethren, to whom I shall 
submit your letter and this reply, and I imagine that you intended to invite 
the fullest correspondence. 

I told you in a former paragraph, that I hoped to prove that dissatisfac- 
tion here had been occasioned by parties in London, and connected with the 
G. L. itself. I propose now to do this by way of conclusion, and trust that 
your Lordship will not feel annoyed at me. if I place, as I conceive it to be 
my bounden duty, offensive expressions before your eyes. Your Lordship 
probably may not see the " London F. M. Monthly Magazine," published by 
Brother Warren, a prominent attendant upon G. L. meetings, altho* it has been 
lately formally authorized by you to publish G. L. proceedings; but it has^ a 
large circulation here, and is greedily perused, as the scanty official reports 
emanate from the G. Secretary at very uncertain times. We would have known 
very little of what was occurring at headquarters, had it not been for the 
Magazine. I will not refer back beyond the December number for 1855. and 
I commence there, because it heralds the formation of the Independent G. L. 
under Brother Wilson. There is an editorial, entitled, " Severance of the 
Canadian Lodges from the G. L. of England." The article is too long to 
insert at length; but your Lordship can doubtless procure it. It commences 
by saying, " So important do we consider the step which has been taken, and 
we consider justly, by our brethren in Canada, etc." 

And concludes as follows: 

"Not get an answer from the G. Secretary's office, quotha! Bah! as well 
get the G. M. to attend upon any public Masonic occasion, except, indeed, 
the nomination to office of some Whig protege is mooted — ^then indeed he 
is punctual. The presence of our excellent Brother Dobie, with his sound 
practical head and talents for business, has been the shield of Ajax over and 
over again, behind which the incapable?. Lord Zetland. Brother White & Co. 
have been glad to cower. Their dullness it is which has lost us Canada, and 
for which the West Indies is already threatening severance— let the system go 
on, and the development of Masonry will shortly be reduced to two in- 
dividuals, the placeman and the toady: whilst the G. L. will in all probability 
be removed to Newmarket, the only place whence no plea operates to with- 
hold our G. M." 

I pass to the April number for 1856. and refer you to the leading editorial, 
headed " Our Duty," — a very lengthy one and devoted to encouragement of 
Independence, and condemnation of your Lordship and the G. L. T quote one 

sentence. — 

" Are we so stultified in our toadyism that nothing but rank in our Grand 
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Masters will serve our turn. Do we love the Head of Gold so much that we 
ignore altogether the tottering incapacity of the Feet of Clay?— If personal 
influence in society is needed for the benefit of the Craft, is it now so scant 
of noblemen, that we are obhgcd. for the say of the thmg, to put up year 
after year, with the present Grand Master, who, these very evils greatly prove 
as it is notorious also, never exerts himself for the Craft at all.** 

I pass on to the May number for 1856, and find in a leader, headed 
** Toadyism," and calculated to bring into contempt the English Craft at 
large, the following words: 

*' Let ' palmam qui meruit ferat ' be the practice, as it is the principle of 
the Craft. We should then hear no more of large lodges of scientific men. 
who meet to eat and drink, yet never devote an extra day to give in piil)lic the 
lucubrations of their studious hours, as if hospitality were the only Masonic 
virtue, — of Provincial Grand Masters never visiting their Lodges.— of cliques 
in the latter,— of Colonies alienating themselves from our banner on account 
of G. Sccrctar>''s discourtesy, of G. Master's inattention, — of the lattcr's fond* 
ness for quadrupeds absorbing his interest in Masonic bipeds; — in a word, 
of all those anomalous disorders, which render the Cralt at present a by-word 
to the world for convivial antiquarianism, instead 01 the synonym for in- 
tellect and honour." 

I pass to the June No. for iKs^. and there appears an editorial, entitled. 
"Masonic Retorm," as follows: 

** We had hoped, indeed, that the sullen endurance which ill concealed 
the ever and anon out-spoken dissatisfaction at his tenacity ot oftue. would 
have induced Lord Zetland to have relinquished a charge over v^liich he is 
evidently incompetent to fill." etc 

Kxamine the October, November, and December Nos. for i8^>— read the 
reports of the proceedings of (i L.. and the accounts in detail oi ihc disturb- 
ances and uproar that occurred, and your Lordship will agree with what 
is there said: — ** Here followed a scene such as has rarely, if e\er. been witnessed 
within the solemn and ceremonial precincts of the Supreme G. L. of England." 
I will only mention, as a cort»llary. that W. Brother Warren, the publisher. 
appears to have taken a leading part therein, and was consequently an eye- 
witness Your Lordship ignored the G. L. procerdin«s ot the isi October. 
1856, altho* of vast importance tt> Canada, and no official record exists There- 
fc>re I would make special reference to page 7Hg oi the November No. for 

1856, for there your Lordship \%ill find a memorable speei h made by the 
Earl of Carnarvon on that occasum. in which he demonstrated to (} L that 
your propo<ials to Canada could not be satisfactor> In fact, my Lord. I 
could refer you to every No. oi the Magazine, for some article calculated to 
give rise to disgust, and I assure you that the savinkjs and doings at home, 
there recorded, have had their inrtuence in convincing the C'rait here, that it 
should govern itsflf. and is better able to do so I could coinniciit i>ii the 
vacillating conduct of the G. L as respects the " Mark Degree." and how 
little it cared for the proper staiuling of English Mas«iiiv. who are debarrvd 
from entering foreign chapters, unless first obligatcil an<l ** l»cale«l " as it is 
termed — a degradatitm surely Hut I should wear out \«>ur Lord-lups pati- 
ence, as I am tired mvself I will only add. that the K M Mak^a/ine in Ma\. 

1857. was authon/ed by you to puMis|) proceedings, and e\ei siiue thi-re seems 
to have been a kind «»f Nfasonic millenium' Banquet^ and s;»eet h«-x h.ive been 
unreasifijj. aiui alter all the <*ontumely p«uiretl up'»n \oiir l.ordNhips tlevoted 
head, we rea<l- that at a festival lie!d in (">\ford>^Ti un«ler the auNpices •»! 
the Apoll<» l.o4lj;<*. at which y<»u met nearly all «»! tlic Ct L nialcMntentN. the 
Chairman declared- 

"That the Craft owed vou a deep debt of krrafiMide tor having, during; 
your long and benignant sw.iv. promoted the interests ot Freemas. mry far 
be>ond anv Grand Master that eser sat upon the Throne'" 

My Lord, the brethren here d'd not feel anv lr<s respect for vou in c^^:^' 
secjuence of the offensue artuhs I ha\e qui»tetl but ^^iicli a sU4Men chauj'e as 
the last sentiment betravs (m the I'niteil States it \\o«i'nl tia\e l>ecn tjuitni'v 



870 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 

termed — " Jumping Jim Crow.") and the general revolutionary tone of the 
organ of English Freemasonry, might well set them at work to consider, 
whether they were wise to remain under the control of a sovereign body, 
which in one month lavishes contempt upon, and in the next lauds above all 
his predecessors, their Chief Ruler. 

I beg your Lordship will receive this long communication with a kind 
spirit. You will understand us better, by getting plain truth, and you have 
our most fraternal and respectful regards. Once more, I thank you warmly 
for your kindness and courtesy to me, and hoping that you and yours may 
long be spared to each other, for much happiness with restored health, — 

I have the honor to be. 

My Lord and M. W. G. Master, 

Very respectfully and fraternally yours» 

T. DOUGLAS HARINGTON, 

Past P. G. M., etc. 

To The Right Honorable The Earl of Zetland, 

M. W. G. Master, etc., etc., etc. 

Postcript — ^3rd February. 

My Lord, I have just received a Supplementary No. of the London F. M. 
Magazine for December, 1857, in which is grraphically described another ol 
those extraordinary debates, which appear to be the rule, not the exception, 
in conducting the business of the G L. of England. His R. H., The Prince of 
Prussia, narrowly escaped being an eye-witness of what seems to have oc 
curred, and hearing the acting J. G. W. (Brother Beadon) express his hop© 
that the G. L. would not be made a bear garden! The memorial or address 
from the " Antient G. L. of Canada " is reported to have been read, and 
entered on the minutes as read, which is a change from the fate of other 
documents sent from this country, altho' no action was taken by the G. L. 
It is not for the purpose of asking your Lordship's attention to the foregoing; 
but to request you will refer to page 1066 of that Supplementary No., and 
peruse a letter signed " M. Furnell, P. G M. of North Munster," that I have 
made this addition to my already lengthy letter. I will take the liberty of 
placing an extract on this sheet, premising that the entire letter is devoted to 
the explanation of the course pursued by the G. L. of Ireland, and her reasons 
for recognizing the " Independent G. L. of Canada." Brother Furnell writes 
as follows: 

" Laying aside all feelings of disappointment or pique, the G. L. of Ire- 
land approached the discussion of the question with a very calm, dignified 
and unprejudicial spirit. Its first step was to communicate with the G. L. of 
England and Scotland, asking what decisions had been given upon the subject. 
After waiting for a reply until it could not, in common courtesy. longer delay 
its answer to the Canadian declaration, the G. L. of Ireland was oblig^ to 
set about making up its mind on the matter, without knowing how the G. L.'s 
of England and Scotland had acted, or would act. We had sought the aid of 
their opinions, but had never deemed ourselves incompetent to draw our own 
conclusions, — a difficult task, perhaps: but we did not shrink from it." 

After pointing to the formation in 1717 of the G L. of England as one 
precedent— and herself, and other G. L.'s as all having been established by the 
siifTrages of the very bodies they were to rule. Brother Furnell proceeds to say: 

" We also could not but feel that the Canadian lodges ought best to know 
their own wants and their own resources: and that if the moment had arrived 
when they had attained strength and maturity to support themselves, it was an 
idle and childish attempt to keep them in a state of pupilage and dependence," 
Again: — 

"We therefore resolved to accede to the proposition of our brethren. — 
because it was both reasonable, and. as we deemed, consistent with usage, so 
far as usapre existed to guide us " 

And lastly: — 
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** The incajiurc was not taken by ihe G. L. of Ireland without the cordial 
assent oi its (i. M . tlie Duko nt Leinster, who had carefully considered the 
que$tH>n before ii Ma^. submitted to the G. L. by his deputy G. M., and fully 
concurred in the decision " 

My Lord. I have added this pi>siscnpt because, at page lO, I have called 
your attention to Ireland. The prompt action of the G. L. there, as show^ 
alx vc. contra«>ts forcibly with the supineness of England, and the circumlocu- 
ti</n evinci'd by the latter thruuKhout. 

T. D. HARINGTON. 

Tln^ letter was a masterpiece of argument. It was a rcvicwal 
which should have carried with it the conviction, beyond doubt, of 
the absohiii* rij^hls of the ('aiiadian Craft. 

'Ihe corresjMindence of the M. W. the Grand Master of England, 
with K. \\ . i»n). 1. I), ilann^ton was so important that the latter 
felt th.'it the opinion of the highest authority in England on the matter 
i}{ (raft ni<!epciuk*nce in Canada should be made known to the fra- 
ternity at lari»c. and not reserveil alone for the printed proceedings 
of (iran<l hfxlu>. where it would be buried out of sight. The R. \V. 
nroilur. iluTittirt. circulated llui» letter to the Craft: 

To tlie Xtititnt a!i<! Moni r.ihlo rraternity of Free and Accepted Mavin< of 
( .ina<ia • 

My Hrcthrrn. 

1 ha\«- rriciNcd a communuMtion (rom the M. W. Grand Master of the 
Grand I.od^»c ot Knjjland. which he recommends for my and your considera- 
tion, and to whuh 1 ha\e dcrnit d it a duty to reply. 

With a vu'w of ii:>*>i ir.itiatifiK throughout the province Lord Zetland's 
i<!r.i«» upon the in»t»' tt.nit »iuivtnin «»l Masonic indepencience therein, — of point- 
ing out \vlu'r< .in«l III \\l..it v\.»y. m my <»pinion, we are neither fairly nor lustly 
treated.- and al^o .»• <ndt.i\ •luriti^! u* !>nn>{ about, what we must all wi^h for, 
a hriuK crituiitrd union «»! tlu* tiatcrnity under one Grand Uod^e of Canada. 
I ha\f t.iWrn u|Mifi niysrli thus t«i circulate amongM you His Lordship's letter 
and my rrplx 

I trust tlut you uill n«»t look upon tins as a presumption on my part: but 
t>(-l!e\e that I am actuatrd hy a m>>si earnest desire to have all existintc difr 
feritict-«i ot opinion and canoes ot antagonism removed and consigned to their 
proper ohiuioii W* n'an> oi \tnt I am personally known. 

We must 11 our i >rd<-r is to tlirive here, form one united body. It is an 
nndcniahle tr<ith. tl.at tlu re is a certain amount of any thmg but brotherly 
feehnK t}t\\\ a^ttatmi; us. and unless we are very careful, and do not. with all 
vur luari^ ^\iu\y and strue to * bear and forbear." the spark wdl burst into 
a ilan e I do ) o| e that ue n»ay all labour toKether. — remembenuR the rich 
and \oru-d li sm»iis inmhaicd l>v our institution, and especially the principal 
•■tip o| our Ma**<»nic ladder — <haritv' 

I reniain. your faithful J)rother, 

T. DOUGLAS HARINGTON 

l««r"nto. ji^t Fchrn.ir\ iHsS 

Jhv Ti\A\ t») tin- lot t IT «>f Bro Harington, dated 1st February, 
iS;8. w.iv !)nr! and n"Mi mniinitta!. The mature deliberation does 
n«»: St err to ha\r ^ \if t <!<«! IM-Nond a pertisal of an article on the con- 
stJtutinti 'llic IclliT rra<l: 

Freemasons' Hall (Lomb n). 

I2th March. 1858 
U V ^|f i;d hrothrr 

I aMi totnnandid b\ the M \\* Grand Master, the Karl of Zetland to 
at V.ni>\> h (JL'r the rec<'*pt o| your letter dated the ist February, and to intorMi 
y« II. that Ihv Lofd^hip ha\in>{ v!i»en the whole subject his mature doliberati«>n. 
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does not observe any grounds or any new circumstance alleged, which induce 
him to. alter his expressed opinion. 

1 am to inform you that the view you appear to take of the surrender of 
warrants is not, in his Lordship's opinion, borne out by the Book of Constitu- 
tions — See Art. 29, Page 65 — Ed. 1855. 

In reference to your quotations from the Freemasons* Magazine, I am to 
state that that publication appears' to be held in much higher estimation. in the 
colonies than it has been here. That it .possesses no authority beyond the 
permission to publish (on the responsibility of its editor for accuracy) an 
account of the proceedings of Grand Lodge. 

I have the honor to be. 

R. W. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternal Iv 
WM. GRAY CLARKE, G S 
T. Douglas Harington, Esq., etc., etc., etc., 

Toronto, Canada. 

A couple of weeks had scarcely elapsed when R. W. Bro. Har- 
ington was before the fraternity in Canada with a third letter, in which 
he referred to his communications from England, and their unsatis- 
factory character. He was anxious that the Ccaft should be fully 
informed, so that the representatives of the two Grand Lodges might 
be able to freely express themselves when the hour for decision ar- 
rived. He alluded to the fact that the rulers of both sections of the 
Craft were desirous for union, and, knowing this, he had done all 
that he could, even to the preparation of the ceremony when the re- 
sult would be accomplished. Bro. Harington wrote: 

Toronto, 21st April. 1858 

TO THE ANTIENT AND HONORABLE FRATERNITY OF FREE 

AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF CANADA. 

My Brethren, 

Three is a true Masonic number, and I venture therefore, for a third 
time, to address you and submit for consideration another pamphlet having 
reference to the union of the Craft throughout Canada. It is an old homely 
saying that the third time is never like the rest, and our cheerful brother, 
Rory O'More! declares, that there's luck in odd numbers. I designate htm 
a brother — first, because of his evident warm and cordial spirit, and secondly, 
because he was an ardent admirer of that excellent portion of creation formed, 
a poet Freemason writes, after nature had tried her prentice hand on man. 

You will perceive that I have again written to the M. W. Grand Master 
of England in reply to a very brief and unsatisfactory communication received 
from the Grand Secretary, who appears determined not to understand Canada, 
and I hope that what I have said will meet with the same approval as. I am 
happy to be told, my first letter did. I take the liberty, and can only plead 
my anxiety as a Freemason for so doing, of circulating also certain Articles 
of Agreement, which I think are calculated to bring about our union, and 
enable us to form but one community of Freemasons in and throughout this 
province. I do not seek to bind you down, my brethren, to my ideas; but 
submit them, after having thoroughly and anxiously reflected upon the subjcci. 
in order that you may have something tangible before your eyes, and calmly, 
considerately, but speedily discuss, and improve upon them, so that we may 
all agree in the end. My suggestions of course are simply those of an m- 
dividual. and such as they are I hope they will be canvassed and deliberated 
upon by the Craft at large. 

Pray lose no time, therefore, in doing this, and let each lodge be prepared 
to express its opinions in the Grand Lodge under whose banner it at present 
raijges. All that is otherwise needful is to 2ep in continual remembiiucc 
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ttic first grand principle of Freemasonry — Brotherly Love! — and to reflect that 
without union our antient and honorable order must be paralysed in this im- 
portant province; whereas union will enable us at once to assume our proper 
position amongst the other Masonic nations of the earth. No amount ut 
extraneous official impediments can withstand our united pressure, md our 
mother Grand Lodges on the other side of the Atlantic will eventually acknow- 
ledge, that, altho* we are too uld to be kept in leading strings, ou» antient 
attachment, which must be ever due to « them, has not been blotted out, and 
mutual interchanges of good will result, to the contentment of all parties 
concerned, and the prosperity of Freemasonry! 

I have been favored with letters from various brethren, including M. \\\ 
Brother Wilson, G. M., and R. W. Brother Ridout, D, G. M., exprc5»sive of a 
feverish desire, I may call it, for union, and I need only refer, for corrobora- 
tive testimony to the prevalence of this true Nfasonic feeling, to the proceedings 
of the 13th instant in this city, when I think, the greatest number of brethren 
assembled together in Canada, at one time and under one roof, met to gssist 
in the dedication of the noble hall set apart for Masonic purposes. Repre- 
sentatives of lodges hailing Irom various Grand bodies cordially united on 
that auspicious occasion in giving vent to their brotherly feelings, and no 
one then present, and afterwards partakers of the hospitality ot St. .Andrew's 
lodge, can well forget the forcible words that fell from the hps of its Worship- 
ful Master. Brother Cumberland, and the Right Worslnpiul Brother Allen. <ir 
the cheers that welcomed and ratified the Mascmic language ot each. I think 
that most kindly gathering contributed largely to future unaninuty. and I onl\ 
regret that it Has not a meeting of the entire Craft However, such an a^ 
scinblage will take place I doubt not We have only to resolve to bear and 
ft)rbear-'give and take, and let bygones t)e byg<mes, and in s.inguine anticipa 
tion. I submit a short programme ot* a ceremony ft»r llie incorporation ami 
c<MisoIidation of the fraternity under one (irantl L<Mlge t»i (\in.tda. and ni.*> 
the cup of brotherly love which I have there introduced, be soon on its pas^.i^jr 
round, and may the Ci A. <). T. I' spare us all to assist in <lr.unnig it' 

I remain. Brethren, vours tratern.iliv. 

T. noCGLAS HARINGTOX. 

Past V <; M . etc 

IN Tin: NAMi: of t g a. o t. i* 

-, for themselves, and on beh.ilf oi •*T1IK (ik \NI) 



KODGF OF ANCIKNT FRKK AND ACCKl'TKH MASONS n| 
CANAD.-X," being thereto constituted and empowernl. ot ilie one p.irj. 

AND 

. tor thcmseKes. and on behalf t»i TMF ANCIFNT 

GRAND L<)D(if: OF CANADA," of the s.ime tratermt: hemK 
thereto ctmsliluted and emp«>v^ered. «>n the other part: 

HAVK AGRFKD AS FOLLOWS. 

I. There sh.ill be. from and alter the next eiiNUing a 

full perfect and perpetual I'nion «»i and bei\*een the Grand Lodkjcs *ii Irtt 
and Accepted Masons of Canada above described, so .is that m all times herf- 
aftcr they shall lorrn and oon<>titute one Cf»mmunii> to be represented in t hu 
iirand Lo<1ge. t4> be solemnly forme«l. constituted an<l Mrld on the sa'd 

next cn*uing. and from lhencei«»ruaril lor c^cr 



2 There sb,in h^ the m«»st pcriert unity of ol>ltk:ati«>n. d!-«n»hne. and 
working of l<«li:es and brriluen. s«> tb.it but one t>ure and nnsullird s\s»fMi 
according to the ceniitne landni.irks. Ia\\s an<l tra<li!»oiis <»i the C'r.iit. sb.il! 
he m.Mntainrd. upbeM an<l pra«'tis«Ml thr«>nti;h«>tit Canat!.i. irom and aiter t^< 
day of the said union, till time shall he no more 
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3. All proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons 
above described, shall, on the day of the said union, be declared valid, and be 
respectively ratified and confirmed. 



4. On the day of the said union, the Grand Lodges above described shall 
be solemnly proclaimed and declared to be incorporated, and consolidated into 
one community, by the style and title of "The Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,"— and, to prevent delay, the Senior 
Grand Master present shall, in the first place, be obligated, and shall nominate 
Grand officers pro tempore, that the said incorporated Grand Lodge may be 
formed, and the incorporated Grand Lodge shall be opened forthwith in ample 
form, under the above style and title. The members shall then proceed to 
the election of a Grand Master and Grand officers for the ensuing year,— 
to wit: 

Deputy Grand Master; 

G. S. Warden; 

G. J. Warden; 

G. Chaplain; 

G. Treasurer; 

G. Registrar; 

and 
G. Secretary, or Joint G. Secretaries; 

and also a 
G. Tyler. 

And the Grand Master elect shall then nominate the remaining Grand ofticers. 
— to wit: 

G. S. Deacon; 

G. J. Deacon; 

G. Supt. of Works; 

G. Director of Ceremonies; 

Asst. do.: 

Asst. G. Secretary; 

G. Sword Bearer; 

G. Organist: 

G. Pursuivant; 

and 

Grand Stewards. 



5. The incorporated " Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada " shall be composed of a just and perfect representation of the whole 
Masonic fraternity of Canada, to be defined by the Constitutions of the said 
incorporated Grand Lodge. 



6. All Grand officers and Past Grand officers belonging to the said respec- 
tive Grand Lodges above described on the day of the said union, shall retain 
and hold their rank and privileges in the incorporated " Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada," as Past Grand officers. Their 
precedence shall be decided by subsequent mutual agreement, and shall be 
duly registered; and this shall be the order of precedence in all time to come. 
The Provincial and Past Provincial Grand officers of the Provincial Grand 
Lodges of Montreal and William Henry, and of Quebec and Three-Rivers, 
shall be duly notified of the said union, and shall have the same right of rank 
and order of precedence, provided they declare allegiance to the said incor- 
porated Grand Lodge within after receiving such notice; but after 
the expiration of the said , the said Provincial Grand Lodges shall 
not be recognized as lawful and constitutional in Canada. 
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7. The representatives of the several lodges shall sit in the incorporated 
Grand Lodge, under their respective banners, according to seniority, which 
shall be determined by the dates of their original charters. Each lodge shall 
be re-numbered and registered in the books of the incorporated Grand Lodge, 
and this shall for ever be the order and rank of the lodgc^^. 

All existing lodges in Canada, which do not. after having received due 
notice of the union aforesaid, cause themselves to be registered as aforesaid, 
but which shall subsequently become enrolled, shall take rank after all the 
others, notwithstanding the dates of their respective original charters. And 
alter the expiration of from the day of the said union, no lodges 

assembling in Canada under charters emanating from any authority other 
tlian that of the incorporated " Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada,*' shall be recognized as lawful and constitutional. 



8. The seal and form of charter of lodges of the incorporated Grand Lodi^c 
shall be the seal and form of charter now in use by the Grand Lodge of tlio 
first part to these articles, and known as ** The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons of Canada/' 



9. The incorporated Grand I^dge being constituted, the first proceeding, 
after solemn prayer, shall be to read and proclaim the Act of Union, as pre- 
vKnisly executed and sealed with the seal aforesaid; after which the* same shall 
be solemnly accepted by the fraternity, and deposited in the arthucs of the 
incorporated Grand Lodge. 



10. The Grand Master and Grand Officers elect, etc . shall. <»n ihr dav 01 
union, be solemnly installed and invested. 



II. The property of the said Grand I-odges abo\e doscnlud shall c<»ii 
siiiuie one common fund, by which the blessed effects <»f .Masonic !»cncvolciuo 
mav be the more extensively secured. 



I J. A revision shall be made, without delay, oi the rnlrx and rrvMilations 
now established and in force in the Grand Lodges above descnhcd. aiul a cod«- 
of laws for the holding of the incorporated Grand Lodge, and generally for 
the whole conduct of the Craft, shall be forthwith prepare<l. and a new B<H)k 
of Constitutions be composed and printed under the superintendence i>f the 
(irand Officers, and with the sanction of the Grand Lod^c 



Done at . this 

and A.L. 



day of 



A n 



(Signatures of the First Part ) 
( Do of the Secoml Part.) 



Ratified and confirmed in Grand Lodge this 
A.D. and A.L. 

Incorporated Grand Lodge atVixed. 



tl ly oi 
. an«! the Seal ol tli. 



I 



M 



i, Sii\ 



PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF CEREMONY OV TNIoN ^NI> IN- 
CORPORATION OF THE GRAND LODiiFS oF C\NAI)\ 



The t*^o Grand Lodges shall be opened in adnnmnc To.nnx. and sliall 
form processions and enter the hall at the same iinic The I»Mljios hemi; pro- 
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viously seated therein, so that the fraternity are completely intermingled. The 
processions to advance to the throne, and open and face each other. Music 
playing a march for the occasion. The two Grand Masters then proceed up 
the centre, followed by all in reversed order. The two Grand Masters to seat 
themselves in chairs on each side of the throne, and the other brethren to 
take their respective places on each side also. 



Prayer, by one of the Grand Chaplains. 



The Act of Union to be read by the Director of Ceremonies. 



Proclamation, by the other Grand Chaplain, who shall say: 

*' Hear Ye! — This is the Act of Union in confirmation of Articles 
solemnly concluded between the Grand Lodges of Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons of Canada; by which they are to be here- 
after and for ever known and acknowledged by the Style and 
Title of * The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons of Canada.' How say you, Brothers, Representatives of the 
said Grand Lodges.** Do you accept of, ratify and confirm the 
same? " 



Answer. — " We do accept of. ratify and confirm the same." 



G. Chaplain. — '* May the Great Architect of the Universe make the union 
perpetual." 



Answer. — " So mote it be! " 



G. Dir. of Cers. — " Be it known to all men. that the Act of Union between the 
Grand Lodges of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada is 
solemnly signed, sealed, ratified and confirmed, and the said bodies 
are incorporated and consolidated into one. to be from henceforth 
known and acknowledged by the Style and Title of * The Grand Lodge 
of Ancient. Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,' and may The 
Great Architect of the Universe make their Union perpetual!" 



Answer by all. — "Amen!" 



One Grand Lodge to be now constituted, by the senior Grand Master 
being obligated, ascending the throne, and nominating Grand officers pro 
tempore. — ^and declaring the incorporated Grand Lodge to be open in Ample 
Form, under the above style and title. 



Election of Grand Master and Grand officers, and nomination of non- 
eloctive ones by the Grand Master elect — and installation and investiture 
of the same, — with the usual Proclamations. Grand Honors, etc.. by the Grand 
Director of Ceremonies. 



Motions — Resolutions — and Notices of Motion. 



Close the Grand Lodge in Ample Form, and with — 
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SOLEMN PRAYER. 



BANQUET: 

Commence it by passing round the Cup oi Brotherly !.*>\c. The Orand 
Master to drink first: 

• Peace,— Good-Win.— and Brotherly Love, all over the Wnrhl'" 
While the cup is passing, the brethren sing: 

•• Auld Lang Syne? " 



Cheers — Nine times nmc! 

R. W. Bro. Harington never halted by the wayside in hi.s coiii- 
niunications with England. He knew that every step he made weak- 
ened the Knglish position, and he again reviewed the iirand Secre- 
tary's epistle, criticising the opinions of the Grand Master in a caustic 
but well deserved manner. He wrote: 

Toronto, i4ih .April. i8<;K. 
Sir and V. W. Brother, 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt 01 your very brief t«.rnninnn atimi «>f 
the 12th ulto , written by command ot the .M. W. (jr.md .NLi-ur. \\h»ih I 
have circulated among the brethren ior tlieir iniormation. ami i am i«»n<trained 
to believe that its perusal will give rise to a feeling ot deep rt^tct <>r. it may 
he, to one of a stronger nature. 

When the significancy of the question at issue, and !h»* eMiiis that h."ive 
accumulated since its first introduction, are considered, it Nr«-:ns in.irvellou> 
that this important Masonic province cannot now c«»jntn.m.i iifm- tli.in a 
doyen lines, stating that the M. W. (irand Master will t»'»i th.tiu'i- hi^ rnind. 
but leaving the Craft not one bit nearer to a kii<»wletU'r oi wf.it ilic dt iiUeraie 
COun«:els and feelings of the G. Loclge of Kti^land ari 

The M. W. Grand Master is pleased t«> declare, through xon, ili.u haxuiK 
given the whole subject his mature consideration, he doo^ ji»t .)!isrr\c any 
grounds or any new circumstances allejjed in my letter ot t'lr ivi l-rlirMarv. to 
induce him to alter his expressed ot)inion I will lea\e irv Urtrr to >p«-.tk for 
itself, simply referring i<> the contents of Br. Beach'** c«»ininiiri»*jti«>ii and the 
extracts from that of Br. Furnell, showing the recorded n^.M-.n 01 tin- DnWe 
of Leinster. the M. \V. Grand Master oi Ireland \\U<* h u\ ;iK.» .a^efiillv 
considered the question of the Canathan declaration 

The M. W. Grand Master, in the second place, >tate^. thr^'t^rh v<»»i. tl'ai. 
in his opinicm. my view of the «»urrender of warrant^ is n«»? ^. -mu* out !»v the 
Piook of Constitutions, and you merely reier me back. ii» tne . * ,m>«' ttp«>ii which 
I relied and to which I invited his attention. I am ij'iiTr r.in»««M t^i he con- 
vinced that I am in error, and if the M W. Grand Ma^ir*- w.V l»e so good 
as to refer to my letter, he will see that he was a^ked to <1, i.rr what ought 
to have been done. — that is to say. — the Canadian Craft drv.ro' to h.i\e a clear 
definition of the constitutional and leeal course in re^'afd »-» •'•«• ■! s»«-val of 
their warrants, etc Simple opinH»n« <^»nlv leave m.ittviv \v..fo tl*''V w»eri*. 
and it should be remembered th.it Sir .\llan MicXa** w.i- -. \f":\ ccrvnre'l 
about the warrants, without any attrmpt to enliL'htrn Iptii .i^ • » l'*'W he vlnmM 
h.i\e acted. It i« not an iiiu'«»nin]i»n n mark, tl.at la- p«.ii. . -.iv mI Acts of 

Par'iament) portion* of the Kn^livh Con-^titiitton^ «it I "i^.iiirv are *o 

\.ikMi«lv expressed, that a eoa« h and horses nn&;ht be «!t .«•■ !' '"H'.rh them 
I know from personal experience the d»tt:c\iltv of intcprei-iw- * e clauses 

The M W Grand Master, in tlie thirti place. *^t.i\r^ tlif • .•' \'»m tl'it the 
Freonasjuis' MaRa/ine apt»ears to l»r heid in hik*her e-? n'.i:- '-i :\ t'tf colonies 
tls'in in I ondi»n. and that it povs,cs««< no anthorsrv ♦m-v'*-' * 'if-'N^uin ti» 
publish <on the rc^ptm^ibtlity ot it* e»h!or tt»r a'i"'.i«v ». u > > w •»• t':» 
prorcecliii^js of (trand Lodge 
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To this I reply, that if we are to be guided by the entire contents of the 
Magazine, it is held in high esteem by the Provinces in England, and is their 
mouth-piece certainly. Should the editor report inaccurately, there is, we must 
presume, some Grand Lodge officer whose duty it is to correct and call him to 
account, otherwise the Craft at a distance would be misled, and when the re- 
ports remain unchallenged, we are justified in deeming them to be true, and 
such is the case with every quotation or reference to which I took the liberty 
of drawing the attention of the M. W. Grand Master. Surely it is not intended 
that the Magazine is to be a one-sided affair, and, if not so, that its reports 
are to be repudiated at convenience. Surely it is an anomaly to permit a 
periodical that is said not to be thought well of to publish at all. It is incom- 
prehensible, and certamly affords an additional argument in favor of the 
brethren in the colonies governing themselves, for they then can suffer only 
through their own acts, and with their eyes wide open. 

In my former letter I endeavoured to convince the M. W. Grand Master 
by advancing facts more immediately connected with the general government 
of the Craft. I will now advert to one entirely relating to the great attribute 
of Freemasonry — Charity. — I mean pecuniary relief. I left this topic un- 
touched, because I felt that the brethren would never wish it to be supposed 
that their independent movement could be seriously affected by money con- 
siderations, or originate from any feeling of (to speak plainly) stinginess 
God forbid! But I introduce it now, on my own responsibility, in. justice to 
the Craft here. 

In the first place, then, we read with satisfaction of successful candidates 
for Masonic annuities in England, and we are glad that our unfortunate breth- 
ren are secured from poverty and distress. We read, also, of indigent brethren 
and widows of Freemasons being safely housed in a Masonic Asylum, and 
again we are rejoiced. We read, also, of orphan children of Freemasons being 
educated and provided for, and once again our hearts are gladdened. 

Now, it must be borne in mind that the colonies help to swell the funds 
necessary to secure the above-named blessings: but what chance have they 
in any way of securing to a candidate, whose claims they might urge, a suc- 
cessful result? None. It would be absurd to propose a candidate, for our 
lodges are not represented in Grand Lodge at all. 

In the second place — thousands of emigrants land on our shores, and it 
*s no exaggeration to say, that hundreds among them are Freemasons. Many 
require help and encouragement. They get both: and I am glad of this op- 
portunity, knowing, as I do, the warm hearts of my brethren from Quebec 
to the other extremity of Canada, to bear willing testimony to their noble and 
unstinted generosity. 

But — ^there is no denying the fact, that we send no distress back to Eng- 
land, and consequently we are taxed two-fold. The Grand Lodge of Canada 
would like to emulate her sister of England in her charities, and devote her 
funds towards providing for her own annuitants, indigent brethren, and Ma- 
sonic widows and orphan children. 

I cannot help feeling that it is both hopeless and useless to write again. 
The time has passed for any further begging for recognition. Self-respect 
will not permit it. — The brethren cannot do so. There is a Masonic periodical 
published at Bath, England, called the " Masonic Observer and Grand Lodge 
Chronicle," which has a wide circulation we believe I cannot resist quoting 
an extract from it, to which I would beg earnest attention, for my impression 
is, that it echoes the sentiments of the brethren here On the 20th March last, 
the editor says: — [The underHning of certain word^ is my doing.] 

" It is doubtless vexatious enough to the administration to find that the 
Canadian secession has been accomplished with the most complete and techni- 
cal regularity; with much greater regard for NLkotuc jurisprudence than was 
evinced by the York seceders when they e<iial>U>hiMl the Grand Lodge i»f 
London. 

" That the advisers of the M. W. Grand Master will not at present recom- 
mend the recognition of the Antient Grand Lodge .^1 C.in;i<i\ i^ not unnatural. 
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though how such a step would violate Masonic Unity, when there is already a 
Masonic Trinity in Her Majesty's dominions, we are quite at a loss to 
conceive. 

" That the Canadian Independence will ultimately be ackncmledKcd. we 
have no doubt whatever, believing, as we do, that the Masons 111 London have 
no ri^ht to govern the Masons at Toronto a moment longer than the latter 
like to allow them to do so. 

" No recognition will, however, take place till a Union has boi-n effected 
between the two lodges at present acting in opposition to each other in Can- 
ada; and when that has been accomplished, the violation of Masonic I'nity by 
independent English Lodges must be discouraged by a rigid refusal on the 
part of the Canadians to hold any intercourse whatever with thcni " 

I request you will have the goodness to hand this letter to the M. W. 
Grand Master. His decision under all the circumstances is to be regretted 
His treatment of a man of Sir Allan MacNab's position, when generally 
known, will probably create a smile When Sir Allan took the decisive step 
he did, he virtually resigned his otiice of Provincial Grand Mast^T. and re- 
moved himself, and it only requited his formal declaration when in London to 
make his resignation official. For the M W Grand Master oi Kngland 
therefore to announce that he had removed Sir Allan from the IVovincial Grand 
Mastership, when as Grand Masters they met upon an e<|iial footing, would 
appear to have been intended to annoy and irritate. There is no doubt of one 
thing — I took quite as active a part in the mo\emcnt as Sir Allan .MacNal) 
did, and therefore, instead of my resignation of a like otticc as his bcin^ 
accepted, as it has been, I ought also to have been removed TolK-y alone. 
if no other reasons existed, should have dictated recognition after the action 
of a part of the Masonic Trinity oi the Kingdom, as it is siykd so tohcitousl) 
in the above extract, and a golden opportunity has passed away Canada uill 
not neglect hers. LMiion will succeed temporary disintegration. «ind it remains 
for the future to develop the result 

I beg to remain. Sir and V. VV*. Brother. 

T DOl'GLAS HAKlNGroN. 
Past P G. M. and Past G M . Can.ida. etc 

V. W. Brother Wni. Gray Clarke. Ksq . 

(trand Secretary, etc , etc , etc. 



CHAITKR CXX. 
The Renewal of Kegutiaiions for Union. -riii. l*<»kM\i. C u.\- 

FEREKCF-S PrIOR To ThaT KveNT, AND TIIK 1 >! i I-^Io.N.^ Ak- 
RIVEU AT. 

Early in the spring of 1S5X ovcrturis were roi*oivr«i trotr. K \\ 
Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, in a letter to the Grana Mastir 01 the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, (or a renewal of the negotiations tor nnion hotwern 
the two bodies; and the snggested articles of tinion by K. \V. Bro. T. 
D. Harington were submitted on l>ehalf of the said -\ncicnt lirand 
Lodge for the consideration of the Grand Lo<lpe of Canada 

The Grand Master therenyxMi sninnv»ned a nieetini; <»f the Grand 
ofTteers. for the purpose of con^icUTiiii^ the Mibject. an«l rhe fo'lowui.: 
are the minutes of its proceedings: 
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Minutes of a meeting of committee of officers of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, specially convened by order of the M. W, the Grand Master, held at 
Hamilton, on the 7th and 8th days of May. A.L. 5858, for the purpose of con- 
sidering certain correspondence and suggestions, which had been received on 
the subject of a permanent union of all the lodges in the province under one 
Grand Lodge. 

Present: 

M. W. Bro. William M. Wilson, G. M., presiding. 

R. W. Bros. W. C Stephens, Capt. Thompson Wilson, James DanicU, 
Richard Bull, Thos. B. Harris, John Osborne, Chas. Magill, John R. Holdcn, 
and V. W. Bros. Rastrick, H. Grouse and H. Grist. 

The M. W. Grand Master submitted for the consideration and opinion of 
the committee, a letter he had received on the 4th inst. from R. W. Bro. T. G. 
Ridout, which enclosed a copy of " proposed Articles of Union between the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, submitted for the consideration of the Craft by R. W. 
Bro. T. D. Harington," which proposal R. W. Bro. T. G. Ridout expressed his 
belief *' was well adapted to the wants of the Craft under the Ancient Grand 
Lodge," and suggested " that if the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada would accept the same as a satisfactory basis upon which to found a 
union, that the sense of the whole Craft under the two jurisdictions should 
be taken as a special meeting of each body, to be summoned for that purpose 
at an early day." 

The committee having read the letter from R. W. Bro. T. G. Ridout, ^nd 
the suggested articles of union, and having likewise read an address to the 
M. W. Grand Lodge of Vermont from M. W. Bro. P. C. Tucker, its Grand 
Master, which appeared in the printed proceedings of that Grand Lodge in 
January last, and also a report to the M. W. Grand Lodge of South Carolina 
by W. Bro. G. Mackey, its Grand Secretary, which appeared in the printed 
proceedings of that Grand Lodge in December last, and also various othor 
documents, and letters relating thereto; and having likewise read letters from 
R. W. Bro. A. Bernard, P. D. G. M„ R. W. Bro. W. B. Simpson. D. D. G. M., 
and R. W. Bro. Kivas TuUy, the representative of the Grand Lodge of Ire- 
land, expressive of their opinions on the subject, which were carefully con- 
sidered and discussed, it was unanimously resolved: 

That the committee are fully aware that the members of the Grand Lodge, 
whilst themselves actuated by a sincere desire for the welfare of the Craft in 
their province, in their action in the organization of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada in 1855, readily concede an equal sincerity of motive to those brethren 
who considered that the proper time had not then arrived for taking the final 
step, which was to sever their connexion with their mother Grand Lodge^ 
without further efforts being first made to obtain the necessary concession.^ 
from, the Grand Lodge of England for ameliorating the condition of the 
Canadian Craft. 

That the prompt recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada by one of its 
mother Grand Lodges — ^the Grand Lodge of Ireland — and by nineteen other 
Grand Lodges, affords abundant confirmation of that action having been 
taken in strict conformity with Masonic law and usage. 

That the desire for union so fraternally expressed, not only in the com- 
munications referred to the consideration of this committee, but also by the 
brethren generally, of itself shows that on that point no diversiiy of opinion 
exists between the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada and those brethren, 
who at the time did not concur in its formation, and whether the proper time 
for taking such a step had or had not then arrived, which has been confess- 
edly the only point of difference, such doubt has now been removed, and all 
arc agreed that Masonry in Canada should possess its one Grand Lodge. 

The committee, therefore, hail with pleasure, the prospect of an immediate 
union of all the Masons in the provinces under one Grand Lodge, and would. 
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therefore, propose that all should now unite, in every respect as if they had 
originally concurred in the organization of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

That the maintenance of the dignity of the Grand Lodge of Canada for 
the future, mu^t he an object of equal interest to alt the Canadian fraternity; 
and too much care cannot thcroiore. be taken to avoid any disrespect or cause 
of offence to those (irand Lodges who have so favorably recognized the 
exertions of the Canadian Craft for the advancement of the Order, and have 
taken such a fraternal interest in their movements. 

That for the consummation of the union with ceremonies befitting the 
auspicious occasion, the day most convenient for all parties be selected, the 
committee suggesting the 14th day of July next; a large proportion of the 
bicthrcn in all parts ot the province having been summoned to meet in To- 
ronto on that day. for which ihcy will probably have made their arrangements. 

That the first business of such meeting be to proceed to a new election 
of <»ft'icers. 

That in order to rcn<lcr the proposed union of the Canadian Craft perfect 
and complete, it is essential tli.tt all Provincial Grand Lodges in the country 
should be afforded an opportunity of concurring in this union, so that all 
their Past Provincial (irand otticets may at once assume similar rank in the 
Grand Lodge, and that all Cana<lian Uxlges may be placed on the Grand Lodge 
re^i^ter in nnincrical order according to antiquity; and that for such purpose a 
special meeting «»f draiid Lodge be called within six months froni the date 
of this meeting, for arranging the proposed union. 

The foregoing appears to the committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
tn form a fair basis lor a union of the Craft m Canada; all parties claiming 
for themselves, and according to otliers. equal sincerity of motive; all agreeing 
in the grand principle of a (irand Lo<!i;e of Canada being a matter of present 
and imperative neicsvii\. all being placed in the position of equally concur- 
ring in its formation : and all being alike interested in adopting the course 
best calculated t«» stntire and m.iiniain tor the (.>rand Loiige a position of 
dmnity and usetulncss Ke^olxid 

That the \arious ItHcTs wjih su^^^evnons for etTrciing union, referred to 
in the proceedings of tins coinnuttec, having already been circulated amongst 
:dl the lodges o\ tin p:«»\jme. ihe c-Mniniiiec consider it proper that the lodges 
shouUl also be piaicd m pos>, nsjmh oi the a*ldresses Hum W. Bro. A. G 
MacWey and M U Jiio. I'lnlip C Tucker, and any other informatuni that 
will enable them to arrive at a correct conclusion as to the prtiper means of 
accomplishing the unn-n ain«»n^;st ail tin Craft in the pri)\ince. as proposed by 
the foregoing re5(»lution .»{ the ctMiinntiee. and that the Grand Secretary be 
therefore direvtcd to l;a\e il «• pioceedin^jv of the coinininee printed and cii- 
culated amongNt the < r.itt 

( \ true cop> I Tho^ H Mains. (Waml Secretary. 

As will he ^ccu by ilic records of the Ancient Grand Lodge^ the 
minutes of the coininiiice ul the Grand Lodge of Canada were taken 
into con.>ideraiioii b\ iJie nieinbers of the former body; and being 
dccnicd satiMa<.tor\ as the preliminary conditions of the proposed 
r.mon, the Ancunt <iraii<l I.twii^c appointed R. \V. lire. T. IX Har- 
ir.j^iun a dclei^ate u> nci^oiiaic wuh the Grand Liidge of Canada, and 
auiee on more pcrtiri !err.i> of union. Ihc M. \V. (irand Master 
t)i the titand I.o^li^o of i ana<ia suininoned another meeting of its 
^•i^uil otViceiv to i.»nxi,i, r the |.ropriet\ of apfH>intnijj a delegate to 
iiu-et the dele^'nte of the \uoient Graiid 1-odge. and complete with 
him the final arraiii:rnu!U> for the imion of the two bodies, and of the 
Mhole of the ( rnfi 111 t .m.nla. under one Grand Ltwlije. 

The conuuittee of t^rand of}'ieer< accordinijlv met at Hamilton. 
OM Fri<lay. th<* iith 'la\ of Ituie. ;Sv*<. 

• ■ 
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Present: 

R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, presiding. 

R. W. Bros. Charles Magill, Richard Bull, John Osborne, Thos. B. Harris. 
Capt. Thompson Wilson, William Bellhouse, V. W. Bros. John R. Holdcn 
and W. Bro. Norman Booth. 

R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens having reported to the committee that the 
Ancient Grand Lodge had adopted a resolution, under seal of that Grand 
Lodge, appointing R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington to negotiate with this Grand 
Lodge and agree on more perfect terms of union: 

It was moved by R. W. Capt. T. Wilson, seconded by W. Bro. W. H. 
Pardey: 

That the committee having heard communications at the hands of R. W. 
Bro. W. C. Stephens, with his explanations of an interview he had with cer- 
tain brethren in Toronto, resolved: 

That R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens be requested on behalf of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada to see R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, and arrange such a 
formula as he may find expedient to carry out the desired object, and to 
inform the members of this committee of his action at his convenience. 

Thos. B. Harris, Grand Secretary 

Under the authority of the foregoing resolution, and a similar authority 
from the Ancient Grand Lodge, Bros. T. D. Harington and W. C. Stephens 
discussed the best means of effecting the great object in view; and after due 
consultation and consideration, agreed on the following as fit and proper terms 
of union between the two bodies, and which are submitted and recommended 
to the adoption of Grand Lodge. 

Proposed Pre.\mble and Resolutions for finally settlimg the union of 
THE Cr.^ft in C-\nada: 

Whereas the past condition and future welfare of Freemasonry in Canada 
rendered it absolutely necessary to organize and establish a sovereign Grand 
Lodge, for the reasons and on the basis set forth in various documents from 
time to time circulated, the correctness of which has not been refuted, al- 
though there has existed diversity of opinion as to whether the proper time 
had arrived for severing the connexion with the mother Grand Lodges ol 
Great Britain and Ireland, without further efforts being first made to obtain 
such necessary concessions as would tend to ameliorate the condition of the 
Canadian Craft; and which diversity of opinion has been suffered to operate 
to the injury of the best interests of Freemasonry in the province, and thereby 
to militate against the advancement of the entire Order, by creating, as it has 
done. antagoni.<^tic bodies, claiming separate and independent jurisdictions; by 
causing division amongst the brethren bound together by strong and mntnal 
ties; and by interfering here and elsewhere with that unity which is essentially 
a first principle of the landmarks of the ancient institution; 

And whereas, the anxious and generally expressed desire for consummating 
a union of the iratcrnity under one governing and supreme authority testifies 
that whether the proper time had or had not previously arrived, all arc now 
agreed that Canadian Freemasonry should possess its one Grand Lodge; 

And whereas, the maintenance of the dignity of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada for the future, must be an object of equal interest to the entire Cana- 
dian fraternity; 

It is resolved. That an impartial review of all the eventfnl circumstances 
attending its organization, its priority, its subsequent important proceedings. 
and its recognition by a portion of the British Empire, and by a very large 
proportion of the Grand Lodges of the United States of America, demon- 
strates, that the Grand Lodge of Canada, organized on the loth October. 
1855, and kTiown and recognized as aforesaid, by the style and title of The 
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Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada, ^^hould be 
acknowledged by the entire Canadian Craft, and should be. and is hereby 
declared to be, the Grand Lodge of the fraternity in and througliout Canada. 

Resolved also, That the diversity oi opinion heretofore mentioiu-d. wliich 
in various ways retarded the union oi the fraternity, having given rise, amongst 
other circumstances to be regretted, to the anomaly in Freemasonry of the 
erection in one and the same territory of a second Grand Lodge, styled the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, and exercising jurisdiction over a portion 
of the Canadian Craft; it is necessary for the interests oi the institution, and 
in accord with the previous resolution, that the said Ancient Grand Lodge 
of Canada should be dissolved; thercfurc, the same is now dissolved, its otti* 
cers (as Past Grand oiVicers) and its members and lodge*; hereby uniting with 
and becoming cnrollgd. according to their respective rank and seniority, on 
the register of The (irand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of 
Canada, in every respect as though they had concurred originally in the 
organization of that Lodge: to which they hereby pledge their willing and 
faithful obedience, feeling as all do. that the future prosperity and permanent 
welfare of Freemasonry require unanimity and harmony 

Resolved also. That a committee, to consist of . be appointed 

for ascertaining and defining the respective rank and precedence of brethren, 
and 01 lodges, according to the dates of their original warrants or dispensa- 
tions, the said committee to report to an especial communication of Grand 
L« dge, to be convened by the M. W. Grand Master, at six months from this 
date 

Resolved, also. That warrants under the sea! of the Grand Lodge of 
Ancient. Free and Accepted Masons of Canada, to bear date on this day of 
union, be forthwith prepared for each and every lodge enrolled on the registry 
of The Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada aforesaid, and that the names of 
seven members of each such lodge be furnished, with as littU driay as pos- 
sible, to the Grand Secretary, for inserticm in such respective warrants; the 
number of each such warrants to be affixed theret<». after receiving the report 
of the committee aforesaid. 

And Resolved also. That all Provincial Grand and Private lodges not at 
present in allianee with The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada, be notified of these proceedings, and be invited to enroll 
themselves within ^^i^ months, that they may be accorded their proper rank 
and precedence on the registry of the said Grand Lodge at the ?i»« rial Com- 
mnnicalion before mentioned. 

W C Stephens 

Toronto. July, A.D. 1858. A L 5858 

These were the final negotiations which led up to the union 
of the respective organizations. They arc alluded to in the proceedings 
of both bodies, and are given here in order to preserve the chrono- 
lojjical sequence o( the variotis steps taken to effect th? fusion 
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CHAPTER CXXl. 

A Canadian Lodge that Preferred Connection with a Mother 
Lodge in England Rather than Canada. — Sharp Let- 
ters Between the Grand Secretary of England and 
R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, 

The lodges of Canada West that preferred English connection to 
either the Provincial Grand Lodge or the Grand Lodge of Canada 
were few and far between. But one — Corinthian lodge. No. 834, 
Peterboro' — is known to have declared itself on the subject, but, as that 
lodge eventually affiliated at the union of the two Grand Lodges, it is 
not supposed that there could have been in the membership any deep- 
seated objecti<Mi to either the Provincial, with which it was affiliated, 
or with the Grand Lodge of Canada, which was eager for its affiliation. 
This lodge conveyed its views to England by letter, containing resolu- 
tions, which declared that they did not approve of the memorial of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge to England, and that they were not on the 
roll of the Ancient Grand Lodge, which had been originally the 
Provincial, and that Corinthian lodge had every confidence in the word 
and promises of the Grand Lodge of England. 

The Grand Lodge of England had ample matter for debate as 
long as the Canadian question was at hand. The officials in England 
up to this time were all practically against Canada, but the colony had 
its friends in Grand Lodge. The Masonic press of England was not 
unmindful of the Canadian question, and at least one journal openly 
declared that the Canadians should have fair play, and that the motto 
of " Canada for the Canadians " should be not only preached but 
practised. 

At the regular quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge of England 
held on June 2nd, 1858, the Grand Master presiding, the Canadian 
question was referred to as follows: 

On the order for the reading of the minutes, 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon said: Most Worshipful Grand Master, in 
accordance with an intimation I conveyed to your Lordship, by letter, of my 
intention to ask a question, I shall now proceed to do so in as few words as 
possible. You presented to the last quarterly communication amongst other 
papers, two letters referring to Canadian matters. The first was from the late 
Prov. Grand Master for Quebec, Bro. Harington, resigning his office, and 
the second was your Lordship's answer to that letter, acknowledging the 
receipt of it, and accepting the resignation of Bro. Harington. It is cur- 
rently reported that since a further correspondence has taken place on the 
same subject; that there has been a reply from Bro. Harington. dated March 
25th; that the communication has been answered by your Lordship or by the 
Grand Secretary; and that there has been a subsequent reply. My question 
1*5. whether your Lordship will place these papers before Grand Lodpe, to- 
gether with any replies which may have been made to them. (Hear, hear.) 

The M. W. Grand Master replied: In the first place I cannot account 
for the fact that I have not received the communication on this subject from 
the noble earl to which he refers, nor did I know anything of it till I arrived .it 
Grand Lodge. The question has therefore taken me by surprise. I may find 
the letter when I return home. I can, however, have no hesitation in saying 
that T will lay this correspondence before Grand Lodge. (Applause ) The 
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?aM communication has <inly hccn lately received; it shall be answiTcd soon, 
an<l ihr an<;wcr <»hall be laid before you along with the other documents. 

"The Masonic Observer" of 20th June, 1858, said editorially: 

• It IS by no niean^ improbable that our able and talented Kxecutive have, 
quite unintentionally, conferred a very great benefit upon the Canadians by 
refusing to recognize their declaration of independence. 

*• Had either of the rival Grand Lodges been acknowledged by the G. M., 
there can be httle doubt but that any hope of a union between thcin must be 
mdetinitely postponed As it is. however, thanks to the stolid rcd-tapeism of 
otir own ^jnvernment, and to the true Masonic feeling evinced by Bro. Har- 
inKton. and those who support him, there is every probability that the articles 
of union. v\lnrh we publish to-day. will be adopted, at any rate, a^ a basis of 
nc'Rotiaiion. and that at no distant period, we may see the Craft in Canada 
enierK'r trMin their temporary estrangement, a powerful an<| united body. 

'* \\ hencver this most desirable consummation shall have been accomplished, 
r.ur Cariadian brethren will be able to congratulate theinseUes that the mere 
t<'rre of Mas<mic principle has carried them safely through a period of no 
vliyht ditticulty. and enabled them to weather the shoals aiul quicksands on 
which we suspect that not a few on this side the Atlantic, fiunilv ht>ped ihry 
vs«>iild have made shipwreck. 

"To those whose scandalous inattention to just complaint*, in the fu>t 
instance and whose narrow illiberality in the next. pr<»\okc«l. 11 it did not 
nc( evsit.itc, the secession of Canada, it will doubtless appear httle less than 
nuraculons that a succes«;ful issue should be achiexetl. not onl\ widiout thnr 
.i-'«i>tance. but ift spue of their opposition 

I. el the Canadians be only true to themselves and their battle i-* won: 
and ti there are anv. in either Grand Lodge, who are still temptctl to preiei 
a s|i.i(|ov\ to a substance, and arc inclined to stand out lor thj** or that un- 
iiniMMtant p<nnt. let them remember that by so acting tluv are not onlv 
pi-rpctnatin^ discord, but arc playing the game of the a«l\i*«ers oi the (i M 
here 

• ri>on i»ne point there must be no flinching, and that \^ in^-.^tniv; upon 
tlic- Mibinission of all Canadian Masons to the local Grand I odk»e Masonic 
unity- to <|uote the Grand Master's cxpression^^emands this The numlur 
01 lodges still holding English warrants is very limited, it i)a\in»; transpired 
th.ii nearly forty of those enumerated in the calendar have never made a 
return since the day their warrants were granted, and arc. in fact. h^Uii ago 
ext.nct. but be ttiev lew or many, no U>dgc must be acknowledged that holds 
Its warrant trom Kngland, Scotland or Ireland. 

• Canada Un the Canadians,* is the principle which must be n«idly m\ 
hered to in practice, and we are glad to see that one of the projxi*^cd articles 

o: union bears une<|uivocally upon this point — * after the expiration of 

from the day of the said union, no lodges assembled in Canada under charter* 
emanatmtr from any authority other than that «>f the Incori>oraied lirand Lodce 
i** ( .inada shall be recouni/ed as lawful and constitulittnal* 

\t the Qttartrrlv rotnnutnication of Gnind L« «iv:c ht Id oti 
December istT 185S. undei the head of "Recognition of r'v (,ian.l 
Lud^e oi Canada \\r^l> 

The Grand Master said ** Brethren, I have a most importaMi motion 
to propose to you, but before doing so I will pause to see if anv brother h.i* 
any other n.ime to pr<»posc 

No other nomination being made — the Grand Master »>aid — 
*• Hrethren. the intelligence of the formation of an indept-n.^ent Gr.M^*! 
I .-.dKe for Canada West, only reached tis officially yevter»1.n- t..o ;.»tt to he 
Ki'«l before the ( •'►TTimittee of MaMers But so long ago as \ui:' >i lavi I 
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instructed the Grand Secretary, in case of any intimation being given of the 
formation of an independent Grand Lodge of Canada West, to give notice that 
I would move in the September Grand Lodge a resolution that the Grand 
Lodge of England shotdd recognize that Grand Lodge. In September I again 
told the Grand Secretary that, in case any such intimation arrived, he would 
consider my directions as still in force for the Grand Lodge in December. 
The Grand Secretary having been in daily expectation, gave the notice in my 
name, though without by knowledge, having reason to think it probable that 
such an intimation would arrive. As it turns out, I am glad he gave that 
notice, because I have been able, though not in the way that I could wis'h, 
to move that this Grand Lodge should recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada 
West. I say not in the way that I could wish, because the letter addressed to 
the Grand Secretary with the intention of being communicated to Grand 
Lodge, having only arrived yesterday, could not be laid before the Board ol 
Masters. Therefore, I consider we are precluded from considering or debating 
that communication; .but I consider that, in accordance with the strict letter 
of the law. I am not precluded, notice having been given, from moving that 
this Grand Lodge should recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

*' There arc several other matters in this communication from the Grand 
Secretary of Canada, which, under other circumstances I should have thought 
it necessary to mention; but I am precluded from doing so, because the 
communication itself has not been laid before the Board of Masters. At the 
same time I am convinced that, on the principle ot ' bis dat qui cito dat/ it 
it better that I should at once move the recognition of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, leaving those questions which may arise to be debated at a 
future Grand Lodge. 

'' Brethren, in recognizing the Grand Lodge of Canada, I consider that it 
is absolutely necessary that we should guard the privileges of those lodges in 
a part of Canada, Quebec, Montreal, and St. John's, New Brunswick, which 
have never thrown oflF their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, and 
which now form a province. We must take care that these lodges are pro- 
tected by us, and that nothing should be done by any other Grand Lodge to 
induce these lodges to withdraw their allegiance from the Grand Lodge of 
England. I am sure that Grand Lodge will agree with me. I will therefore 
simply move the following resolution: — 

" ' That official intimation having been received of the formation of the 
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons in Canada, this Lodge 
recognizes that body as an independent Grand Lodge, having jurisdiction over 
the province hitherto known as Canada West, and expresses it<; desire to 
entertain henceforth with it such a cordial and fraternal intercourse as will 
serve to promote the interests of Masonry in both countries.* " 

Bro. Sir Lucius Curtis, acting Deputy Grand Master, seconded the motion. 

Bro. Dobie, P. G. Reg., said he thought it too much to ask Grand Lodge 
to come to anything like a decision on the subject at that moment: such haste 
was not consistent with the dignity of the Grand Lodge of England, or with 
the respectability of the Grand Lodge of Canada. He hoped that Grand Lodge 
would consider the point, and let it stand over for further consideration. Let 
them not be guilty of an act of injustice to those who owed allegiance to them 
The laws of the new Grand Lodge of Canada provided that tho«;e who did 
not unite with that Grand Lodge should have no right to enter it at all. He 
would like the Grand Lodge of Canada recognized as it should be. They 
would be proceeding too rapidly if they did it that night. He would rather 
postpone it till the next Grand Lodge. 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon: " Like the Worshipful Brother who iust sat 
down, I intended to have made one or two remarks. Like him. your Lord- 
ship's observations have come upon me with surprise. Like him I can sav 
that, while hearing with perhaps as great satisfaction as any other member of 
Grand Lodge the announcement which your Lordship has lust made — ^whiU* 
concurring in it as heartily as any one in the room can conrur in it hccati>o 
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it has been the course which I have all along thought desirable and right, 
and which 1 have proposed to Grand Lodge, sometimes perhaps with too 
much pertinacity— at the same time I agree with the worthy brother who has 
just sat down, and would respectfully request your lordship to reconsider the 
motion, with the view of bringing it forward at the next quarterly communica- 
tion. Nobody more thoroughly and heartily agrees with the substance of 
that motion than I do; but, for that very reason, I would invest the announce* 
ment with all the deliberation and all the solemnity which it can possibly 
have, and therefore 1 would earnestly press on your lordship the importance 
of giving formal notice of it now, and bringing it forward at the next quarterly 
communication, that it may be carried, as it deserves to be, with complete and 
entire unanimity. 

' There is one single remark more which I would make, and that is, that I 
trust that the announcement which you have just made may in many respects 
be the close of these differences which have embittered the discussions of the 
last year and a half. I trust that whatever may have been the causes which 
have led to the separation of the Canadian lodges, and no one returns them 
more than I do — no one has spoken more freely concerning thein than I haw — 
still, whatever these causes may have been, I trust that, though we may hence- 
forth be separate as bodies, we may in heart be one — having the same c<»mnu>n 
object — that we may still be united by ties as strong and as endunnt? as those 
bonds which unite us socially and politically with the Canadian <J«*p<iJ»l<iicie$ 
of the British Crown." 

Bros. Havers, P. G. S. D.: ** I feel, as every one who is pi urd in my 
position must feel, a certain degree of dilViculty. We ha\c h* re a propo,i- 
tioti to recognize the Grand Lodf^e of Canada, couched in .M.i>onK' tc*rIl1^; 
and yet. from the lips of him who has been the chief, the nmst cI<-|mo!it a«l\n. 
catc ot the claims of Canada, we have an opposition to that motion 

•* Most Worshipful Sir, it has been within the knowledge 01 all i!ic Masons 
c»f this country, or at least within the knowledge of all th«»s<- wha takr .m 
interest in its progress, that su far back as July last we \\<ii' aw <tc o: tl.c 
existence ot this (jrand I.odge, althouKh it was not till yo-Tird.ix tl.ai o'lr 
Grand Secretary received an olTicial intimation of the tart 

" Shall we ignore all that wc ha\c kii«»wn of their d< nines' Sin!! .\i- !.»kc ti-> 
notice of all that has been placed before us in print, and m von, •»..;,...,..,,,, ^ 
puhlishrd by tiurselxcs. with respect to the cordial and lialtrnal >|»::' »\l..r!. 
gi»verncd these two drand Lotiges in their union, ami 111 the « *p'i'--i»n oi 
their feelings to us? I have never denied the shorlcormnfc;s oi tin Ur o.d 1 '»d^« 
of England towards the Canadian brethren Without K'MU^ a ^u\* suiiliir 
than what the Grand M.isttr proposes, by reo«H!nj/nk: tli<' <i:.w;d I .« -!.♦«• «>: 
Canada, reserxing unto hmiscli the mode in that wimh recowMt:i«»n ^i i ',, 
ni.idc, — you will do an act worthy of the Grand Lodge of Fngland. .•^n^l jr »te- 
•ul t<i the feelings of your Canadian brethren an a*, t wli.'i '^ •. ' ki . :•• 
cement at once and forever that cordiality which happilv n-'vx c\j>i< Y«»u 
do not bind yourself to any specific act further than that \\ln»'; :■:>!•»•♦ d*- 
H'lands at your hands, and yt^u re^erxe to yourst-Kes the di-t»nrt in"«.«l'.*.n 
o\ or Quebec. Montreal ami St John's. New IUuii^wkU »:'.i'v •• t Urmd 
Lodge of Can.ida. nuinlM ting a lunidre*! lo^l^ies. full int;s«!K-:-,i" •»-. ^: i' .i- .! « 
West, but at the sjiur Iniie receiving nio<t careinlly and nm^l « \:»'u ''x a« \\ • 
die bound a" honest nien to do -the protectitm of the (I'and Lodge i»f F.ng- 
land for tho<e |odi!e^ whtth hi\e not thrt»\vn otl tl.i :i a'!r^r*e • . m-* I 
entriat <»rai,d Lodge t«i adt>pt the Grand Masiei's re<oIu* -n .*nd ••:; the 
pnneip-e 'bj< dat <im cito dat.' to hold out c«»rd« iMv the n^*..' i«.d "»• •• ".•w- 
ship to our Canadian brethren I wiutld respeitiuily a^s »'■• <>.im! ^'.-!t^ 
10 add certain \s<»rds to hi5 motion. -' and that ^luh rer.>«.v. •• '•* '»• 
rated m an appropriate manner bv the Grand NLt-ter o« •' ,• • »: 
of Fngland'" 

Bro Hinckes said that he had not inten«Ietl to h.wr •.! !'e-<**d iii.r. 1 
Lodge upon lhi< que<.|ion. nor should he have d"ne so but f*»T f*,ie ••• ' *••! 
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observations of the last speaker. If Bro. Havers had heard with surprise what 
had fallen from Lord Carnarvon, with what feeling must Grand Lodge have 
received the speech of Bro. Havers? For himself he was positively astounded. 
No inconsistency could be greater than that of a man recommending the 
adoption of a course the legitimate result of efforts which he (Bro. Binckcs) 
and those with whom he acted had constantly exerted, but which had on all 
occasions been opposed by Bro. Havers with the whole weight of his mar- 
vellous abilities. 

Bro. Havers: " No, no." 

Bro. Binckes: "Bro. Havers says ' No, no.' Is he determined to question 
all my statements in Graml Lodge? Is my veracity a thing of naught? I 
appeal to your own records for proof of the correctness of my statement, 
which I maintain is in every respect consistent with fact. (No, no.) Pre- 
cipitancy may have been justifiable in those who had uniformly advocated 
the rights of the Canadian brethren, and who had pressed their grievances 
with a view to their remedy, but it was another thing with those who had as 
uniformly ignored them, and who now proposed concession only because it 
was unavoidable. There was no one more anxious than himself for the 
recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada, but he did wish that so important 
an act should be performed with due deliberation, and invested with all the 
dignity and solemnity of which he was susceptible. He sincerely trusted that 
they might long maintain amicable relations with that body, destined as he 
believed it was to become one of the brijg^htest stars in the Masonic firmament." 

Bro. Gregory: " Most Worshipful Sir, as an independent member of 
Grand Lodge, I cannot help expressing my astonishment that those who have 
hitherto advocated the claims of the Canadian brethren, should now resist a 
proposition so graceful and so noble as that which has proceeded from your 
lordship. It is not for us to go back to the past history of Grand Lodge, or 
to past disagreements. We ought to endeavor to heal all by-gone animosi- 
ties. In all that has been urged against your lordship's motion. I have been 
unable to discover any practical reason why it should not be carried. It his 
been urged that the interests of the lodges which still remain faithful to the 
Grand Lodge of England will be prejudiced by precipitancy: but I cannot 
admit that for a single moment. 

" Most Worshipful Sir, I feel sure that, being in possession of all the facts, 
you would not bring forward the motion which you have brought forward 
to-night, unless you were confident that the interests of those whom you 
have to defend were properly secured. I entirely approve of the addition 
which Bro. Havers proposes to make to the motion. I am at a loss to ac- 
count for the opposition to this motion, which is now raised by those who 
for months and years have been contending for this very thing, when as yet 
the time was not ripe for its performance. You had announced that you 
would be ready, so soon as unity was restored in Canada, to hold out the 
right hand of fellowship to the United Grand Lodge of Canada. Now. we 
have before us, this evening, no new facts. We have simply the * official ' 
notification of that which has been long known. Why then should we wait 
for more 'solemn* deliberation? I demand some reason. 

" As to the charge made against Bro. Havers, that brother has never 
opposed the recognition of Canada, though he has seen difficulties in the way 
of it. Look at the inconsistency of those brethren who place themselves in 
systematic opposition in this Grand Lodge. Why. the ' fidus Achates ' of the 
noble lord who places himself at the head of those brethren, has, this very 
night upon the notice paper, substantially, and almost verbally, the same as 
your lordship's motion which he is opposing. Now suppose. Most Worshipful 
Sir, that you had not brought forward this motion which you have intro- 
duced this evening, I want to know whether Bro. Portal really would have 
brought forward the motion which stands on the paper in his name? 

" My lord, it is time that these dissensions should cease from among us. 
It is time that Grand Lodge should decide whether it will have and obey a 
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head and chief, or whether its peace shall be continually and pertinaciously 
disturbed. In the name of that fraternal good will which ought to characterize 
all our proceedings, 1 pray Grand Lodge to support your lordship in the 
motion now under consideration." 

Bro, the Rev. G. R, Portal said that the phrase used by the enthusiastic 
brother behind him (Bro. Gregory) was none the less offensive to those who 
knew the Latin language, because it was expressed in that tongue. What the 
Larl of Carnar>'on had said was. n«)t that he was opposed to the recognition 
of the Grand l^>dge of Canada, but that he was. under the circumstances, 
opposed to its being recognized on the present occasion. As to the motto ** bis 
(l.it (|ui cite dat," which had been quoted, there was a great difference between 
haliitually travelling by a goods train and embarking all at once on a runaway 
engine The question ouglit not to be decided till the documents were before 
Ciran<I Lodge. He did not know what there might be in the Grand Secretary's 
desk, or in the pocket of the Grand Master's confidential adviser — ** fidu- 
Ach.iirs." if he would not think the term offensive. He could see no cause for 
this mit^hty bustle all at once, and should move as an amendment. " That thi^ 
Grand Lodge declines the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada till it 
has further information and an opportunity for more mature deliberation " 

Rro Hearne seconded the amendment 

Bro. Slight opposed it. It was beside the question to sav that thry waited 
for those papers All they waited for was the orticial intini.ttion. winch ihf 
Grand Lodge had informed them was received yester<lay Some brechrrn 
had spoken of being "astonished ": he had been " astonished * to tind oppoxi- 
tion to a motion like this. He had expected that it would have been carried 
unanimously. He felt sure that the Canadian Brethren wonUl !)c astonish.M| 
to find their recognition opposed by l)rethren w!i<i ha<l for \e.irs expressed 
themselves anxious that such a recojjniiion shtuihl take place Bro Portal 
had said that this was not the proper time for the recognition. an<l yet he had 
the following motion on the paper for that evening* " I'hat in the opinion <»! 
this (jtand Lodge, the interests of Masonry will be best promoted by the 
recognition of the Grand l-odge r»f Canada, and that it respertiully retpiests 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master to take the necessary steps lor establishmi; 
Masonic relations with the body " 

Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal: '* It does not sav " immr«li.ite * reoocnitton " 

A Voice: "That's a quibble" (LaiiRhter \ 

Bro. Slight: "The Grand Master asks no more than Bro Portal a^k- 
in the motion which he has deliberately placed <ui the paper " 

Bro. Whitmore condemned the unseemly haste with \^huh a step was n«'\\ 
proposed to be taken, which Bro Portal, in common with other*, admitted t«» 
be desirable. He wanted to hold out the right hand ot te|i<»\\ship. and n^t 
the left hand. 

Bro. Savage agreed with the statement of the last speaker, but dispuii .! 
his deductions. He agreed that tl»ey should hold out the riuht hand of fellow- 
ship and not the left hand, but he thought it would be h«»ldinc the ni:ht 
hand if they recognized the Grand Lodge 01 (*anada at onre. but that it 
would be only holding out the le<i hand if thev put it off anv l<»n«er In t.»iT 
it would not only be holding out the left hand but it would hf k'^"H' the ro-.I 
vh<»ulder. 

Bro. Gole asked how they ci»uld afterwards secure the rights of lodees 
r.dhenng to the Grand Lodge of Fn^'lmd alter the unr«»ni1i"i»p il rfro^jnttii.n 
of the (irand Lodge of Canada' 

The Grand Master: " Brethren, I shall hrst reply to the questu»n wh«. •» 
has iust been put to me. as to how we are t«> deal with and secure the ti^Iik 
and privileges of those lodges who still act under tlie 'ijrisdM*t«..n ot the <ir.i".d 
1 oiljje of England, if we at once and unronfliiiona!*\ r»« ■•k;*^' •»• •!»<• <»r.i''' 
1 f>dge of Canada I ask how are we l«» secure th'»Nr pfvjIrK'es i; we do n« : 
recognize that Grand 1 o<1ge* If a j?o\ernn»ent di»ev not re-.»vjni'e thr e\;s». 
ence of a new government in a foreii:n count rv hi»w ran it se*Ml a diplon* ♦••.' 
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agent to that foreign country? I am placed in a difficult and painful position. 
I have brought forward this motion after giving it my best consideration. I 
think I was right in doing so. I hope I shall have the support of Grand Lodge. 
My great object will.be very much marred if, when Grand Lodge goes to a 
divisidn on the subject, there should be any considerable minority. They 
would cause the recognition to go out to Canada with a very bad grace, and 
it would not be likely to be well received. It has been stated that I have been 
hostile to the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada. That is not the fact. 
Quite the contrary. I have considered it necessary to do all in my power to 
preserve the dignity of the Grand Lodge of England. (Applause.) But when 
Bro. Portal says that I have been going on for four years in antagonism (or 
some equivalent phrase) to the Grand Lodge of Canada, I deny that statement 
utterly. 

'* Some months since great concessions were made to the Prov. Grand 
Lodge of Canada, and those concessions satisfied the Canadians — but they 
came too late. I acknowledge that there had been faults on the part of the 
executive of the Grand Lodge of England, which I did not wish to palliate; 
I also stated that I thought there were faults on the part of the Canadians; 
but I should let bygones be bygones. I was bound to do nothing to induce 
Canada to declare its independence, but I always stated privately that when 
they did declare themselves independent they should at once be recognized. 
I said that if they thought it to be their advantage to govern themselves, in 
God's name let them do so. As I wish to acknowledge the Grand Lodge of 
Canada with a good grace, I hope the amendment will be withdrawn. I 
pledge myself to do all that I can, and I hope Grand Lodge will assist me in 
carrying out this resolution in a manner agreeable to the Canadians, and with 
due regard to the Lodges which act with us. I hope the amendment will be 
withdrawn, and that the thing will be done gracefully. 

" When I gave notice of this motion, I had not seen the motion which now 
stands on the paper in the name of Bro. Portal. I cannot see much difference 
between my motion and his. If I had not brought forward my motion would 
the worthy brother has brought forward his? I really cannot see how he could 
have backed out of it. Nor can I see if he was really to have brought for* 
ward that motion, why he should not support mine. I do not accuse the 
brother of party motives, or of factious action — but might I not with some 
justice think that there was a party move here? Because the Grand Master 
brings forward a motion, a brother, who had given notice of nearly the same 
motion, opposes it, without giving, in my opinion, the least reason for doing 
so. I do not wish or intend to say anything disagreeable to any brother, but 
1 cannot help adverting to this. Now brethren I hope you will support the 
motion, and let it go forth to Canada as the simultaneous act of Grand Lodge.** 
(Applause.) 

The amendment was then withdrawn, and the Grand Master's resolution 
was agreed to amidst loud cheering. 

Bro. Havers then moved that the M. W. Grand Master be respectfully 
solicited by Grand Lodge to communicate to the Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
the resolution to which Grand Lodge had come upon the question. 

Bro. Whitmore having seconded the motion, it was unanimously agreed to. 

The M. W. Grand Master assured Grand Lodge that it was his most 
anxious desire to carry out the resolution to which ilicy had arrived, and 
that he would take all necessary steps to preserve the pri\ileges of those lodges 
which had remained firm in their allesriance to the Grand Lodge of England. 

Notwithstanding the apparent courtesy which marked some of the 
communications between the Grand officers of England and Canada, 
until within a month of the union of the Canadian Grand Lodge*;, there 
was a strong undercurrent of friction which was scarcely characteristic 
of those who controlled the mother Grand Lodge at London. 

The Canadians had a grievance ior thirty years at least, home 
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patiently with the hope that the day would soon arrive when the chain 
I of fraternity which was becoming yearly one in name only would be 

severed, so that the Canadian Craft should be free to work out their 
r own salvation and become a sovereign jurisdiction. 

As we have seen by the previous correspondence Bro. Harington 
had severed his connection with the (jrand Lxxlge of England. The 
reading of his letter did not improve the opinion that the Grand Master 
and Grand Secretary of England had formed of the Canadian who had 
frankly ventured to state, not only his own position, but that of the 
Canadian Craft. 

Bro. Harington had written in May and the next month brought 
the following reply: 

" Freemasons* Hall, I^ndon. lotli June. 1H58 
" R. W. Sir and Brother: 

*• I have laid before the M. \V. the (irand Master your letter received in 
May, and have taken his lordslnp's instructions thereon In reply, 1 have to 
point out to you. that your first courteous and Masonic communication received 
from the M. W. Grand Master a carciully-conMdered and deliberate reply. 
Not satisfied with that reply, yai !«irw.irded a very IciiKihy communication, 
in which you sought to c(»nii overt the uiMt^ment of the (irand Ma^^ter; in 
which you introduce passages from ma«a/incs, which w<*re couched in objec- 
tionable and offensive terms, and in which you referred to autliorities un- 
known and unrccogni/ed here, but in which you alloi^ed no new tacts, which 
either re(|uired nonce (»r could lustify the M. W Grand Master in altering 
his expressed opinion. 

'* In your pre>eiit letter. ciHJtaininK a series of erp»rs .ind misconceptions. 
uhich are almost incxpluable. voii complain 'that the Provnue of (\tna4la 
West cannot now command more than a dozen l*>d>i?es * 

*' Permit me to point out to vou that since, bv your own voluntarv act. 
vou have severed yourseh ir<im the Province «»i (\iti.i<ia West, vmi ha\e no 
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claim or title to represent its intrrrsts as a part ot the (itand I «m1>»c. or. in 
such capacity, to demand even a replv. that the lud^^e^ an<l brethren uho now 
form that province do conunand and do renjvt c\ir\ ait«'nt)<»ii .nul every sup- 
port, from the Grand Master and the tirand I •nl^je w'luh brethren under 
their circumstances so well deserve, and tbit Ire-juent and important c(»m- 
municatitms are received fr<»m and nude ♦•! ilir-n. ibe i.»rniti tun unfrniucntly 
containing? f^rievoiis complaint^ of their b.ivmi; been k* pi in the dark bv their 
former otticials in Canada, and esp* cialU oi the Ci»niniunic.ition «>f the M W. 
Grand Master of March, iS>7, havini; be« n sni»pre>srd cir >vithheld from their 
knowledge until ailcr they had been induced to surrender their warrants 

*' You have made your choice, whether y«Mi vmmiIiI re|:revent a province 
holding; under the Grand I.odce of Fnnland. or that of an independent and 
separate body Vou cannot claim to be regarded >n both c.tpacitie^. an<l when 
you ask how you could leg.iilv ihr«»w otT vour allegiance vou cannot seriously 
expect that anyone c<iuld pomt out to von where in the r..>«»ls of (Constitution. 
a law is to be found which would nvtnv brubren :n p!.n .ni: tlnm^elvev above 
the law 

" N'ou appear to be *.i*I m* eiro' wth rr-jn.! to it 11. in M.^votuc piibhca- 
tmns I have to r« fu at iImi tl « oniv autborttv p .ss. >s, .1 l.v cbern is the per 
mission to pui*li<^h eerfain rtiiou^ tii the proee< tb«*i»* "i <*iran<l I o<!Kje. upon 
the responsibiblv t»i the pii'»'»-lier a^ to their accuracv. they are the private 
speculations o| in<b\ i«ln.i'-> :iir\ .in- un.|< r n«» control: and it is imaviined that 
a very slight e\annnatw»n «»1 iheir content* woiiM be sun rient t«> sh<»w that 
neither the Grand M.»-ter t|,,| »»•.. b*\eciitive are respon'.ib'e for or are r^'pre- 
sented in. anv of the irtn'*^ \\hi*-h they contain 

"It was observed with pi n tli.it mi vonr letter of the first of February 
you expressed an opinion :' it the Tfr-ind l.oilv:e of F^jland was snhded in 



892 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IX CANADA. 

its dealings with its Canadian brethren by mercenary consideratioiis; and 
you now refer to the subject again in more particular terms, in the fonowing 
words: ' In the first place, then, we read with satisfaction of saccessfnl 
candidates for Masonic annuities in England, and we are glad that our un- 
fortunate brethren are secured from poverty and distress. We also read of 
indigent brethren and widows of Freemasons being safely housed in Masonic 
Asylums and again we are rejoiced. We read, also, of orphan children of 
Freemasons being educated and provided for, and once again are our hearts 
gladdened. Now, it must be borne in mtnd, that the colonies help to swell 
the funds necessary to secure the above-named blessings; but what chance have 
they in any way of securing to a candidate, whose claims they might urge, a 
successful result? None. It would be absurd to propose a candidate, for our 
lodges are not represented in Grand Lodge at all. In the second place, thou- 
sands of emigrants land on our shores, and it is no exaggeration to say that 
hundreds among them are Freemasons. Many require help and encourage- 
ment. They get both. But there is no denying the fact that we send no dis- 
tress back to England and consequently we are taxed two- fold.' 

'* Upon the latter part of this statement I would first remark, that whilst 
I admit the probability of the assertion that many hundreds of emigrants 
apply for relief to Canadian lodges, and are treated there with a kindness and 
generosity honorable and becoming to our Canadian brethren, I have 
strong grounds to believe that applications from English Masons are exceed- 
ingly rare: and I have further to remark, that you are in serious error when 
you assert that you are taxed two-fold, inasmuch as the Canadian lodges do 
not and are not required, to contribute to the fund of l>enevolence, to which 
fund every Mason in the country is compelled to subscribe, and from which 
Masons of all countries are eligible to receive and do receive relief in their 
distress. 

** As regards the charities of this country, and your assertion that the 
colonies help to ^well the funds by w^hich their blessings aie secured, permit 
me to inform you that with the exception of an annual sum of -^150 each granted 
by the Grand Lrdge to the Boys' and Girls' Schools, there is no fund, to which 
the colonies contribute, by which these chanties are maintained. 

** Their freeholds, their noble buildings, and their funded property, were 
acquired throuijh the liberality of individual lodges and Masons, and as they 
were established, ^o are they maintained — an honor and a credit to the Order — 
by the generosity 01 individuals. As the result of the spontaneous liberality 
of the brethren, they are justly under the control — not of Grand Lodge — 
which has no power to interfere in their management — but of the individual 
jrovemors and subscribers who have established them, and who receive as 
eltj^ible for admittance all who comply with the regulations laid down for 
their government: and I am quite Mire that such regulations complied with. 
the respective comnmtees cheerfully welcome to the- benefits of their charities 
any distressed Canadian Mason, his widow or his child. 

" The evident error and misconception under which you labor, and the 
circulation which you have given to such erroneous statements by printing 
and publishing your letters, even before they have reached the hands of the 
Grand Master, compel me. though unwillingly, to draw your attention to the 
facts: and. in iustice to the brotherhood here — who are held up to reprobation 
as being actuated by selfish motives — to add. that although some small con- 
tributions (in the wh-Oe not amounting to £io> haxe been received from other 
provinces in Canada, that from all the indixndual Masons, and from all the 
lodges in Canada We^t. there has never been receixed one farthing in aid of 
the Masonic charities of this country. 

"If it were noce<Nar\- to advance any further refutation of the statement 
that mercenary motnes have guided the Grand L^vdtre of England, or have 
wrtehed w'h h^'r :r ende.Tvorinjr to remedy past dij^culties. and still to main- 
is in a Masor.ic urj:r,n 'Mtwcen Canada and the mother country, it would only 
be necessary to say that, out of sixty-three lodges re^isteretl \n the book*; of 
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the Grand Lodge of England as exiting in Canada, a majority have never 
made any return or contributed in any way to its funds, since their warrants 
were granted, and of these the warrants even of many were granted without 
the payment of fees. And 1 may add, that looking to the gross total of all 
moneys received from Canada West by the Grand Lodge of England, the 
amount is so inconsiderable as not to deserve notice; and it would not be 
difficult to name many London lodges, the contributions of any one of which 
to Grand l-odge and its charities, during the past ten years only, would very 
much exceed the total receipts from all the lodges in Canada West^ from the 
period of their formation to the present moment. 

" With these facts before you. I think you will feel some regret at having 
hazarded so rash and so ungenerous an assertion, calculated not alone to 
mislead your Canadian brethren, but to wound the feelings and impugn the 
liberality of the brethren here. 

" lastly. I have only to remark, that had Sir .Allan MacNab resigned his 
appointment (as you did) on the severance of his allegiance in ScptenUuT 
last: or had he, during his lengthened stay in London, taken the opportunity 
of doing so: the M W. Grand Master would have been spared the disagreeable 
necessity of superseding him in the February following. 

** I have the honor to be. R. W. Sir and Brother, 

** Yours fraternally, 

•• Wm. Gray Clarke. G S 
' T Dougl.Ts Harington, Esq.. etc . etc., etc 

•• Toront.) •• 

This letter from the Grand SecreUry of England brought a reply 
from R. W. Bro. Harington. Every point made by the English 
official was refuted, and the arguments in lavor of the Canadian case 
again deftly handled. Rro. Harington wrote: 

" Toronto, Canada, loth July, 1858. 
• \' \V. Sir and Brother. 

" I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 10th ult.. written under instruc- 
tion«i trom the M. W. Grand Master. On the 14th inst the two Grand Lodges, 
now exercising separate jurisdictions in this province, will meet tor the pur- 
pose of consummating the union of the Cana<lian i raft under one supreme 
authority: and there is happily every pro«»pect that tins most desirable event 
will then take place As your letter affects the character of the iraterntty 
throughout this extensive territory very materially. I feel it to be my duty 
to move that it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, in 
order that its various items may receive due consideration, and be reported 
upon to Grand Lod^e. 

'* Your assertion startled me. and I think it will astonish others, viz : 
'that out of sixty-three lodges registered in the books of the Grand l.odi;e 
ot England as existing in Canada West, a majority have never m.ide anv 
return or contributed in any way to its funds, since their warrants were 
granted, and of the'^c the warrants of many were granted without the pavnient 
of fees*: and that * irom all the individual Ma«ons. and from all the |o«li;rs in 
Canada West, tlure has nc\er been received one farthing in aid i>f the 
Masonic chariti«*< of this country.' The pas«;ai:(s are underlined by you 

•\s reK.'4rds nuseli- for your letter is very personal, and you will pardon 
my addinir. th.it it bears "prima f.icie ** evidrnct of its being intended princi- 
pallv to evoke the sympathy i>f the Fn^h^h provincial lodges, who have for 
some time past evinced their di«<ati«faction with the man.ieement of Masonic 
affairs at headininrtef^ as evidenced by the periodicals so gre.itly decned 
by yon - I feel it ncce^^ary to state: 

'* i«t That I quoted passage* from the Magazine, because the M W 
Grand Master asserted that what his occurred in Canada arose from dissen- 
sions atiKinp <iju<elves. and not particularly from ne^jlect in England: and T 
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wished to bring prominently to his notice, that (if for no other reasons) we 
were justified in claiming the right of independent government by that very 
dissatisfaction of brethren, who from their proximity to the fountain head 
could hardly fall into error as to the necessity of some great radical change 
in Masonic affairs and government. 

"2nd. I published my correspondence by request of the brethren here, 
and I acquainted the M. W. Grand Master of my intention to do so, in order 
that they might understand and have knowledge of all that is taking place, 
inasmuch as the M. W. Grand Master had propounded the doctrine that when 
documents were addressed to him. Grand Lodge had nothing to do with them 
— a doctrine that the Craft at this distance never could contemplate, and cer- 
tainly would not subscribe to. I will add that this decision of his influenced 
mc in resigning my appointment of Provincial Grand Master. The Book of 
Constitutions declares that ' In the Grand Lodge alone resides the power of 
enacting laws and regulations for the government of the Craft,' etc. 

" 3rd. The Canadian Craft desired the deliberate decision of the Grand 
Lodge of England — not the opinion of the Grand Master. 

"4th. The M. W. Grand Master's letter of March, 1857, was not sup- 
pressed, but is printed at length in the published proceedings, a copy of which 
I transmitted to you with my resignation of office, and its tenor was known 
to the brethren at the time they confirmed the concluding sentence of their 
memorial, in which they state that the time for concessions had passed^ and 
nothing but absolute independent government would satisfy their wants and 
condition. 

'* 5th. I deny that my letter of 14th April last contains a series of errors 
and misconceptions. I did not say ' that the province of Canada West cannot 
command more than a dozen lodges,' but that ' this important province,' etc., 
meaning Canada. There is no Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

"6th. I have not severed myself from Canada West On the contrary, 
I never was so closely connected with it as at this moment, and such is the 
gratifying confidence reposed in me and my motives that I was deputed to 
arrange for the union of the craft on the part of the Ancient Grand Lodge of 
Canada, and have r.eason to believe that my appointment has given satisfaction 
to the fraternity generally. 

" 7th. Merenary motives have never been imputed to the Grand Lodge of 
England in its dealings with Canadian brethren. I have stated that money 
and obedience have been the principal results derived from their connection 
therewith; but it was well-known that I alluded to the indifference that com- 
munications met with at the hands of the Executive (your own office, I should 
say) unless they contained remittances. 

"8th. I am not ignorant of the generosity of English Freemasons, nor of 
the establishment of their magnificent charities, their maintenance, etc. You 
are not better informed on the subject than we are on this side of the Atlantic, 
and yet I must take the liberty of reiterating that the colonies arc taxed two- 
fold. They transmit funds to you, and send no distress to the old country, 
although such reaches them. When we speak of England here, we mean the 
British kingdoRL 

"9th. Nothing that has been written can be properly tortured into 'the 
brotherhood in England being held up to reprobation as being actuated by 
selfish motives,' as your letter states; but allow us to look on the other side 
of the picture, and ask you if the M, W. Grand Master instructed you to write 
and to convey emphasis by underlining your words. * that, looking to the gross 
total of all moneys received from Canada West by the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, the amount is so inconsiderable as not to deserve notice, and it would 
not be difficult to name many London lodges, the contributions of any one of 
which to Grand Lodge and its charities, during the past ten years only, would 
very much exceed the total receipts from all the lodges in Canada West from 
the period of their formation to the present moment.' You have lost sight 
of the emigration from the old country to these shores; and I beg to state, 
from personal knowledge and experience, that the necessitous emigrant breth- 
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rcn from England have been pretty equal in number to tho«ie ironi other p<»r- 
tions of the empire. If you will be so good as to refer to the M. W. Grand 
Master's letter of Nfarch. 1857. you will there see that the reduction of fet-s 
was one of his proposed concessions; and I only alluded at all to monrv 
matters in justice to the Canadian fraternity, who have attached little or no 
importance thereto, when asserting their claims to self-government. 

" Finally, I feel no such regret as you hint at, because I have not ' ha/ardctl 
any ra«>h and utiK^'uerous assertion:^, calculated not alone to mislead my Can.i- 
dian brethrrn. hut to wound the feelings and impugn the liberality of the 
brethren in F^ngland ' I would do neither, if I could; and it is a comfort t(» 
me to be able to ann<iunce. that I have received the thanks of the Provincinl 
Grand Kodge of Quebec since my resignation, accompanied by a most fraternal 
letter from my successor in that district, and that however we may differ at 
present, my hcmest motives are appreciated. 

* kcvi assured. V VV Sir and Brother, that the Canadian Craft will have 
a lasting and sincere affection for their mother Grand Lodges, and that we 
hope and will siri\e to be on terms of the most close and salisiactory com- 
munion with them; but we are not blinded to the present condition of afTairs 
at the fountain head; true and reliable information reaches us in the same way 
that it docs the Kngltsh provinces at home; and it is impossible to disguise 
the plain fact, that although we have been in the theory governed by the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland. practically we have been under the immediate c<intT<»l «>i 
the M W. Grand Master and a small body of London brethrrn 

" Depend upon it, that the English Freemasons have no more att.»rhrd 
friends than the Dominion Craft; but the latter are the true judges of the causes 
ot their past disabilities, and of their present and future practical wants and 
requisite remedies, and they are too numerous and (I write advisedly) intil- 
lectual a body, to be turned from what they consider their true Masonic c<iurse 
of conduct by hard words or ofRcial assertions: and the M W. Grand M:»««t'-r 
is motr likely to perpetuate disunion than to banish disrord bv mstructini: 
the Grand Secretary to ad<^pt the extraordinary tone of your last letter 

*' We cannot point to a better precedent for the establishment of a Caiii- 
dian (jrand Lodge than the present Grand Lodge of England, its organization 
in 1717. and the historical facts appertaining to that period No one in Canada 
can ptjssibly intend or imagine disrespect to the Earl of Zetland personally 
Most certainly 1 could not. who am indebted to him for having once filled a 
h:v:h and very rr^ponsihle Masonic office. 

" I beg to remain, V. W. Sir and Brother, 

" Yours fraternaUv 

** T. Douglas !Iarintft<>n. 
•• Past P. G Master, etc 

•' P S. — I find that I have neglected to notice the reason yon orTer for Sir 
Mian MacNab's so-called removal from office. If yon will ha\#» t^e goodnes* 
t(» recall the circumstances to your mind, you will remember that he had no 
oi>i>ortunity after reaching England of tendering his formal resignation to 
the M W Grand Master, as your letter of removal being in rca«iinrs$ was put 
into his h.TniK at the first interview you had with him. 

" rrrvuiniptf that your last letter will be laid before Grand L«>dKr for 
yrncral inf«>rin.iii(»n. I have no doubt you will acknowledge the proprifty of 
♦rr.iting tht«> niv rrf>lv, in the same open way. as positive chartn * arc *»To«ik»ls! 
a^'ainvt 115 It will be my duty to place the comniiinications belt ire ♦!». I.toth'^on 
hTc. as all f«»rM»rr r>n<*s have been 

•• V \V Bro \Vni Gray Clarke. Esq , 

• T D 11 
** Gr;ind Secretarv " 
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CHAPTER CXXII. 

The Third Annual Communication of Grand Lodge and the 
Union with the Ancient Grand Lodge. — ^The Happy 
Consummation of Years of Effort. — A Historic 
Scene. 

In the treasure house of Masonic research there is no memorial 
that recalls the pleasant memories of July, 1858, more than the scrolls 
which contain the written records of the long-looked tor union of the 
two sovereign Craft bodies in Canada. 

The 14th of July was looked forward to with anxious anticipa- 
tion. To nearly everyone the assurance seemed to be that the union 
would be consummated, while a few who had not much hope were 
afraid that at the last moment objections might intervene which would 
wreck all the hopes of years. 

The meeting had been called in the hall of King Solomon's lodge, 
on the south-west comer of Church and Colborne streets. 

The M. W. Bro. William Mercer Wilson occupied the chair, with 
R. W. Bro. Joseph Scott, the Deputy Grand Master, on his right. 

The following Grand officers were present: 

M.W. Bro. Wm. Mercer Wilson, Grand Master, on the Throne. 
R.W. Bro. James E. Smith, Grand Senior Warden. 

Samuel Ross, Grand Junior Warden. 

Rev. J. Tremayne, Grand Chaplain, 

William Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer. 

William Henry Miller, Grand Registrar. 

Thomas B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 
V.R. Bro. R. Henwood, Grand Senior Deacon. 

Edward R. O'Brien, as Grand Junior Deacon. 

F. J. Rastrick, Grand Supt. of Works. 

S. B. Campbell, Grand Director of Ceremonies 

William H. Pardey, as Grand Sword Bearer 

(?,^"ry ^"st;J^sst. Grand Director of Ceremonies. 

William T. Thomas, Grand Organist. 

H. B. Bostwick, Grand Pursuivant. 

Thomas Rawlings, ^ 

William Bungay, I r- j o 

Dr. Henry Crouse, | ^''"^"'^ Stewards. 

Jos. A. Fisher, ' 

John Morrison. Grand Tyler. 

The districts were represented bv the District Deputy Grand 
Masters: R W. Bro. Thompson Wilson. D. D. G. M.. London Dis- 

S^ '«/ ^'^^^ ^'^^^ ^^^^y^ ^- ^- G- ^^- Toronto District: R. W. 
Bro. W. B. Simpson, D. D. G. M., Central District: R. W. Bro J. H. 
Isaacson. D. D. G. M., Montreal District. 
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There were present of past Grand officers. 

KAV. Bro. A. Bernard. RD.G.M. 

W. C. Stephens, l\ D. IX G. M. 

James Daniell, V. I). D. G. M. 

R. Bull, P. G. S. W. 

Rev. Dr. Lundy, P. G. C. 
•| Rev. St. George Caulfield, P. G. C. 

John Osborne, P. G. S. 
\ AV. Bro, James Moffat, P. G. S. D. 

Thomas Dupgan, P. G. S. of W. 

William Bungay, P. G. Steward. 

Fifty-four past masters, as such, were prcbcnt, viz.: 
W. Bro. E, Morris, W. Bro. George C. Downeb, \V. Bro. 11 li. 
Bull, k. W. Bro. Rev. l\ J. Lundy, W. Bro. jno. W. Lewis, \. W. 
Bro. Henry Croupe, R. VV. Bro. W. B. Simp^un, R. W . liio. .^aiiiuc* 
Ross, W. Bro. Thomas Camni, R. W. Bro. Rev. Joseph >C'iit, V\ . Bro. 
Israel Roberts, \V. Bro. Thomas McLeod, W . Bro. John i*. .Mci uaig, 
R. W. Bro. Ihomas B. Harris, W. Bro. Win. (j. ( i.i\M"!il. \\ . Win. 
john W. Baine, \V. Bro. Wm. J. White, W. Bri». Hciu> ^ aMwtll W 
Bro. riuinias D. Warren, \*. W. Bro. Thomas Kauim^s. R \\ . i;ro. 
A. Bernard, R. W. Bro. James Daniell, \. W. Bro. I.t'.nr- M.ifiai. R. 
W. Bro. ). II. Isaacson, R. W. liro. Jame.> \\. >u)\\U, R. \\ . l*.i-«. \\ m. 
H. Milkr, W. Bro. L. lil/^;il>l)on, W* Bro. SaniiKJ La->::>. R. \\ 
Piro. Rirhard lUill, R. W. Bro. JdIhi ( )-l)(jrne, \'. W . Brv \\ ili.ain 
Bun^iav. R. W. Bro. \V. C. SteplKn>. W . Bro. Wm. A!- r'.-^.-.. W 
Bro. William A. SjuMHier, R. W. Bn) ( apt T. Wil>oi.. W I-. \\ :n. 
(i. Chambers, W. B.ro. li. R. O'P.rien. W. Bro, J. A F:> .• r \\ i'to. 
[amt-i IWnvman. W . iiro. H. T. .\Iarti!i. \' W. P.ro R !K\ » A ^^ 
r.ro. 1). Curtis, W. Iiro. (ieor^'i* Dun^^an. W. Br«> 1 >. \' '^ . t m. W 
r»r<). Jacob Osnian. W. I>r«\ James \N'<^<h!s, W. I*p> b:*;* :. .. ia\.'»r 
W. Bro. Norman P.ooth. \V. Bro Thomas Hai«l\. W . i-: K> .n 
1 )utton. W. Bro. Wm. H. Oliver. W. P>ro Samtit Ml U .:i . U W. 
i'.ro. Kivas Tullv. \'. W Iiro. S. R Campbell. 

Grand Lodpe was <luly opened in .\mple Form :vu\ &r> ^\.\'\.">\: 
cnintnittfes were named, after which the Commitlee om (>• IcT-.t!^ 'o- 
T»oTt(<l the following representatives of fort\ fntir r. ^■': '• »!'."r:''d 
lodges present, atid also the officers, representative^ an*! :«-'\i*'- ■•! !^*.e 
undermentioned b)dges under dispen^^ation, whom th«'N r^^..T•••r^n.^ .* 
to be admitted to take part in the pn>ceedin^'*i o^ the <iTar«! l.-'^'j* 

-• Loflire of Antiquitv. Montreal. 

W. Bro. Kdwin Morris. P. M : Br^ P' i'i:» Ibnry. 

S W 
\o 2 \inc:ara loduc. Niagara 

W Bro. W. C F Downes W M 
\o -^ Tu'irtrm Iodide. Ilamiltrm 

W Bro T?. B. Bull. P. M,: Bro. H Pnvi< T W 
\o 4 Tnlon h^dce. Grims!»v 

R W. Bro. F T Lund v. P M : W Rm ToVn \\ 

I iwiv P. ^T : W Bro Tnbn ^ Wn^V^r. W M : 

Rro D. r Marmillan, S W 
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No. 5. Norfolk lodge, Simcoe. 

V. W. Bro. Henrv Croiise, P. M.; W. Bro. Henry 

Groff, W. M. 

No. 6. Sussex lodge, Brockville. 

R, W. Bros. W. B. Simpson, P. M.; S. Ross, 
P. M.; W. Bro. Thomas Camm, P. M. 

No. 7. Prevost lodge, Dunham. 

R. W. Bro. Joseph Scott, P. M. 

No. 8. Golden Rule lodge, Stanstead. 

R. W. Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott (proxy). 

No. 9. St. George's lodge, St. Catharines. 

W. Bros. Israel Roberts, P. M.; William Poe, 
W.M.; Bro. George Scott, J. W. 

No. 10. Prince Edward lodge, Picton. 

W. Bro. W. C. Andrews, W. M.; Bro. H. E. 
Bowles, J. VV. 

No. II. Nelson lodge, Clarenceville. 

R. W. Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott (proxy). 

No. 13. St. George's lodge, Montreal. 

R. W. Bro. A. Bernard, W. M.; Bro. A. A. 
Stevenson, J. W. 

No. 14. St. John's lodge, London. 

R. W. Bro. James Daniell, P. M.; V. W. Bro. 
James Moffat, P. M.; W. Bro. Thomas Francis, 
W. M.; Bros. Edward Garrett, S. W.; Edwin 
Heathficid, J. W. 

No. 15. Zetland lodge, Montreal. 

R. VV. Bro. J. II. Isaacson, P. M.; Bro. A. 
Hoffnung. 

No. 16. King Solomon's lodge, Toronto. 

R. W. Bros. J. E. Smith, P. M.; W. H. Miller, 
W. M.; W. Bros. Rice Lewis, P. M.; Chas. FiU« 
gibbon, P. M.; \Vm. Cassidy, P. M.; Bros. H. J. 
Gear, S. W.; A. M. Munro, J. W. 

No. 17. Strict Observance lodi^^e, Hamilton. 

R. W. Bros. R. Bull. P. M.; Wm. Bellhouse, 
P. M.; J. Osborne, P. M.; W. Bro. S. G. Patton, 
W. M.; Bro. J. M. Roi^erson, S. W.; V. W. Bro. 
H. Grist, J. W. 

No. 19. Thistle lodge, Amherstbnr^h. 

W. Bro. John G. K.Vnac^e, W. M.; V. W. Bro. 
Bungav, P. M.; W. P.ro. Thos. McLeod. P. M.; 
Bro. J." W. Risdale, S. W. 

No. 20. St. John's lodge, Hamilton. 

R. W. Bro. Thos. B. Harris. W. M.: W. Bros. J. 
F. McCiiaig. P. M.: VV. G. Crawford. P. M.: J. W, 
Baine, P. M.; Bros. C. S. Chittenden, S. W,; T. 
C Sterling, J. W. 
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No. 2i. St. Thonias lodge, St. Thomas. 

W. Bros. H. Caldwell, W. M.; Wm. J. White, P. 

M.; R. W. Bro. Rev. St George Caulfield, S. W.; 

Bro. J. B. Hart, J. W. 
No. 22. Brant lodge, Brantford. 

V. W. Bros. Thomas Rawlings, P. M.; R. Hen- 
wood, P.M.; W. Bros. D. Curtis, P. M.; George 

W. MaUoch, W. M.; Bro. M. W. Pruyn, S. W. 
No. 23. Great Western lodge, Windsor. 

W. Bro. George Duncan, P. M. 
No. 24. Wellington lodge, Dunnville. 

W. Bros. D. McSwain, P. M.; Jacob Osman, 

P. M.; Samuel Comick, W. M. 
No. 25. Shefford lodge, Waterloo. 

R. W. Bro. Thomas B. Harris (proxy). 
No. 26. Vatighan lodge. Maple. 

W. Bros. James Woods, P. M.; James Dick, 

W. M.; Bro. Joseph Ingram, Sec. 
No. 27. Hannony lodge. Binbrook. 

W. Bro. JtTciniah Taylor, P. M. 
No. 28. Wellington lodge, htrattord. 

VV. Bro. A. li. Orr, W. M. 
No. 30. .Acacia lo<lj;e, llaiuilion. 

R. W. iJro. W. C. Stephens, P. M.; V. W. Bros. 

Thos. Du^gan, VV. M.; F. J. Rastrick, S. W. 
No. 31. St. Andrew's lotlgc, Caledonia. 

W. Bros. \V in MoPhcrson, V M.; W. A. Si><>oner, 

P. M.; Hro. J. li. Choate, S. W. 
No. 32. Kilwinning lodj;c, London. 

K. \V. Wvo. l apt. r. Wilson, P. M.; W. Bro. Wm. 

Ci. Chaml>crs, I*. M.; Bro. riiilip T. Worthington, 

J. W. 
No. 33. Reliohoam lodge. Toronto. 

W. Bro. i:. K O'Brien. P. M.; V. W. Bro. W. 

II. I'ardcx, W*. M ; IJros (icorgc P. louder, 

S. W.; H. S. Wcatherly. J. W. 
St. I'ln'Ti**' l^Mli'r. Melhoiirnr. 

W. r»ro. Gcorj^c H. Xapicr, W. M. 
St. John's Iodide. Int^'crsoll. 

R. W. Hro. Thomas R. Harris (proxy). 
Kmpf loflpc, Kinp. 

W. I*ro< I X Fisher. W. M.; James Bowman, 

P. M. 
Victoria U.<'i:r. SlM-rhrnoke 

W. r.ro. Urnrv T. Martin. P. M. 
Alma lodrc. (]nlt 

W. Bro<;. Xorn>an Booth. P. M.: A. E. Irving, 

W. M : r.ros Toni^ W. Dec^nnrr. S W.: OttO 

Klot7. T W 
No. 40. St. Jarrcs* lo<Vr. ^^^if1nnf1 

R. W. n:o W n. Simp<;on rp^oxv^. 
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No. 
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No. 


44- 
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47- 
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King Hiram lodge, Tilsonburg. 

W. Bro. Thomas Hardy, P. M. (proxy J. 
Albion lodge, Newbury. 

Bro. George C. Secord, J. W. 
St. John's lodge, Delaware. 

W. Bro. John Button, W. M.; Bro. Wm. Living- 
ston, J. W. 
St. John's lodge, Paris. 

W. Bro. W. H. Oliver, W. M. 
Beaver lodge, Strathroy. 

• W. Bro. John A. Scoon, W. M.; Bro. Joha 

Manning, S. W. 
Clinton lodge, Clinton. 

W. Bro. Samuel H. Ranee, W. M. 
Rising Sun lodge, Farnicrsville. 

R. W. Bro. F. Tremayne, G. Chap. 
Wilson lodge, Toronto. 

R. W. Bro. K. Tully, W. M.; V. W. Bros. S. B. 

Campbell, S. W. : H. B. Bostwick, J. W. 

Lodges under Dispensation. 

Cataraqui lodge, Kingston. 

\V. Bro. E. J. Barker, \V. M.; Bros. G. O'Loughlin, S. W.; 

S. H. Blondheim, J. W. 
St. Mark's lodge, Port Stanley. 

R. W. Bro. Capt. T. Wilson (^proxy). 
Maple Leaf lodge, St. Catharines. 

W. Bro. William McGhie. W. M. 
St. Mark's lodge, Drummondville. 

W. Bro. Rev. Thos. W. Street. W. M.; Bro. G. Twomley, 

S.W. 
Markham Union lodge, Unionville. 

W. Bro. William Campbell, W. :\I. 
St. John's lodge, Norwichvillc. 

W. Bro. Paul Bedford, W. M.; Bro. Jno. A. Tidey, luii., 

J. W. 

Sharon lodge, Sharon. 

W. Bro. James Bowman, W. M. 

Valley lodge, Dundas. 

W. Bro. John King, W. M. 

Iron Duke lodge, Arthur. 

R. W. Bro. Thos. B. Harris (proxy). 

Mount Brydges lodge, Mount Brydges. 
W. Bro. W. G. Chambers (proxyV 

St. James' lodge, St. Mary's. 

R. W. Bro. Capt. T. Wilson (proxy). 

Northern Light lodge, Kincardine. 

R. W. Bro. Thomas B. Harris (proxy). 

St. John's lodge. Norwichvillc. 

R. W. Bro. Thos. B. Harris (pfoxy). 
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lUirford lodge. Hiirfordvillr. 

R. W. I^ro. Tlioiua^ li. Harris (prow). 
St. raiiKs lodge, l.aiubtili. 

R. W. Rro. Capt T. WiNon (proxy). 

The following Kxlp:^''^ ^v^»^' "'^t represented: 

St. Andrew's lodge. No. u. St. .\ndrcws; St. John's lodge. No. lA 
<*aMi-a: H.iyle lo<lgo. .\o. j^,, Ia\ Colle: Jacques C^artier lodge, No. 

34, r%tontuai. ^ 

The foregoing rep<»ri having iu-en rea<l. R. W. Bro. W. L.. 
Stenhens infornitd (.ian<l Lndiif ihat the presence of M. W. Bro. 
Philip ('. Tnckcr. ( ,rand MaMrr of the (.rand Uxlge of Vermont, and 
K. \\\ r.ro K«.l>ert Morris. I) ( ,. \| of the ( irand I-odge of Kentucky, 
at this Conmnniicaticn. had rdforde^i an opportunity of submitting to 
their considcTation thv projM.xcd prrandde and resolntions. and that 
those eniincnt hrethiei' con«n!r<d in the opinion that the terms pro- 
posed might he accrptid wuliout ini]>airing the constitutional position 
of the (.rai'd Lodge ol ( aii.M'a. and that they would he honorable and 
could not fail to he fx-netioial to all ]>arties concerned. 

ilie brethren were scvtialK nitHMhu't«l and welcomed with Grand 
honors and ni\ili<l to a st.ii on the d.n- of (irand Lodge. 

I he (iiand Master thin tiad in^ annual addres> to (irand l^ulge. 
Amongst other matter-. \u- -aid on the subject of recognition by 
filter hi .dies: 

I luNC nuifli p'ri>iiu iM .kUii'Mi It III.: iliit I nuitmur tci rcicivc from our 
Sl^tcr Grand I • tl^'t <• .isNiir.«iw « - .•? i' < p -.-^i mmu«Ii> ii.itiirc acc«>ir.|unu*d by 
c\{)rc.^5i<iii«> ot ttu' l.\tlit-s| iiii«i« <: <n out prtt^iK iit\ .iihI pro^rcNs In addition 
to the (ii.nui i<«Mi.iN \n).. h.iil \|.,v,,j,u . ;| ,• ricoL*t>*/t <l ihc (ir.ind Lodge of 
Canada, and whuli wot .iiiI!><mik t d i<> \**\\ la^t \car. I am liHp|»y to say that 
eleven othir (tratxi 1 ixi^i ^ !..ivi >in<i' rxtrndtd %** n** thr rtyiUi liand oi frl- 
lowship. "O tiiat l!»o I'-^^.i >:\ «•! ««i;» p'«»v it dni^s and I'u- ct»rr<'Clnc»«s ol <iiir 
p(»5itn>n li.iM* now hicn vt '-'i^'d l> ti r I iclt< "t anthor'iir«» in l\*rniy-lwo 
Mas«»nir jiri'^di. ;n»:is \ s \.\v. ••' v«n<iau«»n and rcpril lor die (irand 
I.odKC tit hnii:iand (a liiln.^ w i!i w t.u h I li> no inrans hnd iauU). and per- 
haps aUo the ali'>iiiit «a i*:!' !..i<m t.. iIiod a^ t>i ail the tacts oi tlic case, has 
hitherto pie\e»it«d ^imi .iI it- ,rd Imkih-v froni at'cordin^ to tis a reciproea- 
tion of that i'.«t«rn.«l i'..i'«! d ii'it f v-omi ^r whnh we !i.n! tendt red them 
Rut c\en annn-tj tht^*- 'ii.tnil I • •U'O'n >\t lia\e niaiiv warm lrirn<!s. w!»o have 
not only deeply s\ np.uh:/«d u:t'; n^. in all on stmvii^les and trials, hut have 
.ii''0 ffiojrrd witii n^ ti. l.;» >a • *- w In^ h h.is .i'l< 'nlrd nnr ettorts to advance 
•he catise t»i* Mason; v ui t .1 j.t»'..» 

Referring to tlu- cotnliii.m .it ilu» hidgcs hv vaitl* 

** I t»a\e nnn h p'< « r* 1 ; im'^ |or il.i iniomiat'on oi the (irand 

! odi:e. that in tin- in.u.v .".• i.d . ^-'^ .x'uch I ha\e nia<le durini; mv term oi 
<'ffif to in r sM^ord' \.'U l«'d»'i ^ I ! ..i«i I .1 lari;i' ntaionty ol thmi in a liighly 
*'«a:n<lni.u and •»at.'«.ii; m\ i •.•••*•■ .. imi! at tlu same time, truth et»mpt U 
Mr to .m'«1. il.it .»" v« I 'I :i-.' .1 ■■ < u,dl\ ptospfrou* ^late In si>nie l«*%v 
iTi<tar.« « s I Ik, ad >\ tli m^mm 1 • . 1. jir if eoin.iKinieattons were not woll 

.'ittendrd ih;,t It w.«^ wirti d. • . ;: it a siir«u letit nnmher 01 hre»hren could 
he f^ot tov»fti.rr to cnilm tlu I-"',' » » p'.».tn| with \vi»rk: ami thit a i^enrral 
:ipath\ and w.mt oi Mi!rir«.i w.i'. .« .;. ■ , r-l I.-. i.i«-i.i>M*rs (»t tlusc ]• dt;e<. On 
n\\ r^tiwafni: tlu" i .in^i ^ m ,• )) '...,| .,,,,» ni^ \^\ (,, this slranuf and unnatural 
«t.'»te ot af*nr* I !«.n'i.i jii .t :• orijiM.t ,; •n..'.r..ll\ m a carrlr^.v .i' t| iiu tticient 
a- i.iini'«!iat'oii •»{ 'In ht, i'i« >•» • • 'lu i<« ji \lindMr>« liail hfcn permitted ?•» 
be<'nnie larj;! I\ jn airtais |.., .Its t'u Ii.i'n'iMu** ot thr IoiIk'.' ri-Miaiiuil nn- 
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liquidated; the by-laws were allowed to be broken with impunity; and the 
general discipline of the Order was not strictly enforced. This painful state 
of affairs can only be remedied by a more rigid adherence to the rules of the 
Order, and by the exercise of stricter discipline on the part of those in au- 
thority. I would earnestly entreat the officers of such lodges, if there be any 
present now — if they have any regard for Masonry, if they love the Order 
and are really desirous that it should flourish — ^to reflect more seriously upon 
their duties and their obligations; for as their positions in the Craft arc ex- 
alted, so are their responsibilities great." 

Even in those early days the Grand Lodge of Canada was looked 
upon with deference and respect by the Masons of the continent. 
Away off in Demarara in the West Indies brethren desired communion 
Masonicatly and asked for authority to open a lodge. M. W. Bro. 
Wilson, however, was not to be cajoled with compliments or flattered 
into doing any act which would detract from the dignity of the posi- 
tion he had assumed as officer of an extensive jurisdiction. He treated 
the application in the following clear and unmistakable terms, stating 
that: 

*' As this was the first application of the kind I had received from abroad, 
I felt that it required sound consideration before finally deciding upon it: but 
I must admit that the idea ot thus extending the power and influence of this 
Grand Lodge exercised considerable influence upon my mind. However, 
after a consultation with a distinguished brother, and upon carefully consider- 
ing the question in all its bearings. I arrived at the conclusion that it would 
have been neither wise \un politic for this Grand Lodge to interfere in the 
Masonic affairs of that distant territory. It is very true that the British pos- 
sessions, both in South America and the West Indies, arc, Masonically speak- 
ing, at present unoccupied ground, as no Grand Lodge has yet been estab- 
lished there; but I did not feel that we. a sister colony — although Masonically 
independent of the mother country — could consistently interfere in this matter, 
even at their own request. The proud position which we have attained in the 
province, and the means by which it was accomplished, are now matters of 
history; and. although we have successfully established our own Masonic 
independence, I do not consider that we would be justified either in assisting 
or inciting another British colony to follow our example. For these and 
other reasons which will be found in my correspondence, I declined granting 
the dispensation prayed for; and I trust that my decision in this matter will 
be approved of by the Grand Lodge." 

His view was sustained by Grand Lodge. The question of incor- 
porating the Grand Lodge by an Act of Parliament had been discussed 
and decided favorably upon by Grand Lodge at its last communica- 
tion, but the advisability of carrying into effect the resolution had been 
left to the j\L W. the Grand Master, who in dealing with the subjeci 
said: 

" At our last general meeting. I wa<; requested by the Grand Lodge to 
take into my consideration, the propriety of making an application to the 
Legislature of the province tor an act of incorporation, to enable this Grand 
Lodge, and the lodges acting under its authority, to hold rt.il estate in r« 
corporate capacity. In compliance with your wishes I have given the sub- 
ject my best consideration: and without delaying you at present with the 
many arguments which might be advanced, both for and against such a pro- 
ceeding. I arrive at the conclusion that, under existing circumstances, such an 
application would be inexpedient. As the subject, however, is one of gravf 
importance. I would suggest the appointment of a special committee, wit;. 
full power to act in the matter, in such manner as they may deem most cr-, 
ducive to the interests of the Order." 
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This view was endorsed by Grand Lodge and three trus U es, cun- 
sibting of the principal officers of Grand Lodge, were recommended to 
hold the property of the body and perform acts of a business character. 

Two inn>ortant subjects were referred to by the Grand Master in 
his address, one tlie adinis.sion as affiliates of men of color, who claim- 
ed to have been regularly n»ade in an African Ciraml Lodge and entitled 
to Alasonic connnunication. This was the firsl uccabu>n the matter 
had come before a governing body in Canada. The Grand Master 
said: 

** A n)omon.il lias also lucii jircsi'iitrW U«»ni icrlaiti prisons, claiinju>{ in 
lie Ma^cins, ar.d fNi»rrss:nK an tamest <!isiu« to attihau' wiiii ilu'* draiid 
Lod^c. This is a subject 01' Kr^*«»' iraporiauco. jl\u\ r*«|iurcs. as it will doubt- 
less receive, your tarrful attcntioii and con-^idtTaliMn In connection with it 
J will only say. that %\hrlf Masonry rcco^'m/rs nt» distmrtmn either ;n race, 
class, religion or color, she di>es re({iiire and will insist nt>iin the rlrarest and 
most urcfra^ahle tesinnony. that all perbon^ flaiininK either adniissum to her 
lodj^es or l<i a reii»^;nilion as iii« inhers of tin* n.iterniix. I:.i\i' he<n re^^'^-'^'v 
initiatfd, pass<<l and i.ii'-ed in a duly i(ins'iint< <l and propeily warranted 

lOfl^C." 

This ni.itter was referred to the Cominittce 011 tlie (onstitiition 
and Regtilations. It was a <|uiet. if not frateni.il tn.mmr <»f slu*l\ mg 
the (|ncstion for an indefinite period. 

.\nother subject with which the (irand Mastei tlealt in his address 
was the establishment of District Grand Lodges with power.s similar 
to the Provincial Grand Lo4lge<; of iMiglainl. The Ciraiul Master said: 

"With rtfcrenre to tlii^ suh-tTt T \\«mM • Tndv s iv tl.it whfu wf r.'i- 
^\'\i't tlie }ifv:\{ extent «d our terntortal itit «.dutiot» sh-uTd nur Imii;. •. c) *.♦ 
tinne t<i increase in the ^nine ratio a^ thr\ \\.\\c ro»ontlv «lone. ^\w\\ a !nea>u-o 
may not only he expedient. Inn n«ce<;<arv 1 nni in lavor of the cirly e^t.r • 
li^hinent of Provinrial or District (irainl l..»dkje< m evrr% M.i<onic disin/t 
whuh contains within its lin'il a su!i i leni nninh*T ••♦ I. .«!;;. v tf> aM*h'>ri'e 
<iu'h a proccfdinjf. I would *»niri:e<t. h«>\\<*\rr th it iIm* winkle in >*»it he re- 
ferred to a special committee'* 

His final paragraph referred to the j>rMj>n>itl uni«»n. and oti this 
subject he said: 

The various matters !«• whirh I haN» r«»\\ tiiMittil >«»ui aiu !.!»♦»• i 
thon^'j all po^-^e^^iiiK ^'r >mi; claims np.»u v 'ur n t'.c a-'-l -"of^'d* t iH"n \\*.>\ 
I iniav^.ne. !>e c»>nsidered a"* onlv si^^-nud :n i'.:p«»r t »ni f t«» t''i 'jii'»' -n-i •*«'.- 
vr<><Ninw; ^uhicct whit h wiM, at ,\\y «.mK pimim! »•' ilie <<'sv,».| In- |.i .".j!'! up 
ti»r dis( us«;ton I allin'i to the i-tr«»rts w'luh I'lNe hern ••; nh* to -«••.::'• a 
vniMn «»f the whole Canadun ("ratt In r«Mi;p!taJV'e wth thi* d» <irr ot the 
riraiul I odffC, a^ e\pre<i«;ed at tnir la^t annual nueiMnr. I ..ppowiteti a r..m 
mitti e t<» meet a similar e'»mn:;tlte froui »mii hHthrtn \\\ut \\«-»e at iWi* t-'iv 
•.\o» l.ip.-j iMidti I M»^ i^h v\arf.int>. ilif»\-|:nv! ll • »' aTS •;*• 01 to t'.u sn^** •!»'!.•• •- 
t»r'iM 111.' itt d h> ihi* Jii.tud I -mI^, toi t'.t.i nn/ ti" » !• '-^ t''H piv ••«••.: ••• 
at ?'m« Moment t«» «'n'«r into ,i«jv i!''T,i''ed .n»''*t"! •»' ♦'♦* ••.■>•» i!'. »*v «• 
rtirnuMiniration w'.jt-lj h.\\r 'a' •*" p'.i •■ np -ii I'.i-^ ^ .|»., •I,.- . " •♦... \ v,\ 
*'•.!» .ill tl5< clo« j'Mt i«t i»>»ni»''«-d u t!i 1: ..'<• row It) tit * .'. U ■»• •*•• '•;,:••' 
S«iHi.irv ,inil .iie opt n t«» youf in>ptciion I a<l"pt !'.!« ♦'.••jr-^^ '>••-. j«-e I 
im «h In»h»etl to <n\ lli.it f hrlicve your roMitii''tee a-'Mi'i, ••■ *t':«'t a . ■ 'f-* 
witl. ll « h »fer and s;'.i-t •! tlnir if-irn- t!« •!> i.ne 1 • :• r.^'-l \\\ i - ". ' i' 
!i!i« r.il aid Nta«;M»'>r «>[»•• ♦ li\ tl-.o^r l.r«':l'ren \\ i!i \\h««'n •■ » \ wep- : •» •*• *- 
♦o tri.it I'.d th.tl a fn'l ••« I pi iit it M'^dei ^'.i-'d rw •«.- h» t " .•»*\» ' • s<. 
fh.it. in a frw hour> I trn^t .1 nni«»n 01 the \\ holt t'l'i..'- m t**-!** i»:'«'»'. <\t s- 
faef.irv r.i.d hon-.riM*- t'T'U v^dl he lo'.* i«t-»iitr.! .!•'.! tl-e \I - ■"« o* 
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Canada ranged under the banner of this Grand Lodge. I feel that it is un- 
necessary for me to say how I, aided by my zealous and worthy brethren ot 
both parties, have labored to effect this great object; nor need I attempt 10 
express- here the unbounded pleasure which it will give me — before rctirinj? 
from the proud position, which, by your kind favor, I have so long occupied 
— ^to hear that union proclaimed within these walls. In the hope that nothing 
may occur to mar the bright and pleasing prospect. I will now leave you to 
decide upon the various matters brought before you; and may we now. and 
at all times, be enabled to discharge with fidelity and zeal, the various duties 
devolving upon us, so that at the close of our day of probation and labor, wc 
may not only escape the degradation and punishment which was heaped upon 
that careless and unfaithful servant, who could only exclaim, ' Lord, here is 
thy talent laid up in a napkin/ but be able to advance humbly, and with faith 
and confidence, to our glorious Grand Master, from Him to receive our wagc^ 
and reward." 

The Committee on the Address did not evidently care for tlu- 
subject of District Grand Lodges. They appreciated the position of 
independence attained by the Grand Lodge, and had no desire to take 
a step backward by the formation of any subordinate bodies, which 
would be akin to even the semblance of a Provincial Grand Lodge. 
The committee said: 

• The establishment of District Grand Lodges, in those parts of the Pro- 
vince where ti e lodges aie becoming sufficiently numerous as to justify a 
demand for a local government, has received the anxious and serious con- 
sideration of your committee, who have unanimously concluded that for the 
present the discussion of the subject should be deferred. The appointment 
of a special committee to report at the next annual meeting of the Grand 
Lodge on the matter, in accordance with the Grand Master's suggestion, de- 
serves the attention of the Grand Lodge." 

During the year dispensations had been granted to the following 
sixteen lodges: 

St. James' lodge, St. Mary's, Blaubhard. 
Markham Union lodge, Lnionville. 
Cataraqui lodge, Kingston. 
Northern Light lodge, Kincardine. 
St. Mark's lodge, Pt. Stanley. 
Sharon lodge. Sharon. 
Valley lodge, Dundas. 
Iron Duke lodge, Arthur. 
Mt- Brydges lodge, Mt. Brydges. 
Maple Leaf lodge, St. Catharines. 
St. John's lodge. Xorwichville. 
St. Mark's lodee, Drunnrondvillc. 
Burford lodge, Burford. 
St. Paul's lodge. Lanihctli. 
Phoenix lodge. Ciuelph. 
Blenheim lodge, Drunibo. 

The honors which had been paid to the Grand Masters of \'erir.(»ijt 
and Michigan and to the Provincial Grand Master of North Mnn-trr 
unc^er the Grand Lodge of Ireland had evoked replies, portions of ul wh 
are worth v of extract, 

M. \V. Bro. Tucker had in a letter to the Grand Lodge acknow 
led^H'd the honor of being ranked as a Past Grand Master. In thi? 
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Idler he said that he accepted " the exalted honor *' with the " deepest 
5cnsc of gratitude/' Referring more directly to the organization of the 
i.irand Lodge he said: 

•• When the cstabli'ihment of the Grand LoHkc of Canada fir-it became 
known to ine, my {Kisition as Grand Master of the Grand Lodj^c of an ad- 
unninK Slate, made it my duty to examine into its position and investigrate 
its claims. My Canadian brethren placed those claims before the fraternity 
«»i \Mni«mt with perfect frankness and candor. They ri'hcd up<m the basis 
oi truth alone. There was no evasion, no shrinking, no witliholduiK informa- 
♦i«»n All tlinr history and all their action was boldly and broadly made 
VtiMwii; and they freely solicited examination from their !)rethreii, appealing 
Mjily to M.'i<r»nu' laws, history and precedent, to justify the course of action 
tl'cv h;ir! ;ul(iptrd In proccedmK dispassionately to an examination of the 
siih'oct. I found their course so overwhelmingly sustained by the stronjfest 
.Mill most undoubted Masonic authority, that it was wholly impossible for me 
•o .•»\tn<l the eonelusion at \ihich I arrived, and I l>elicve that the mere state- 
Mit-nt of the t.M ts legitimately bearing upon the subject, has convinced most 411 
the inteih^ent Nfasonic world, as to the right of the matter, as thonuiKhU 
;iv the kiu»uleili»e of those facts convinced myself -Xs to the few whti yet 
jnoie»»s t'> be unconvinced. I think the discussion has * so narrowe<l the ground 
of contrt»\er«-y. that it is reduced to a mere hair-line, of sm h fineness as tc» 
i'«iuiie ti»e iiieesi si»ti til metaplivsical eye-glasses to diseern anv rtwnn t(»r 
•r.itlrj fhtTereiue of opinion' The day of Hlizabethan high-o<nnmisMoii 
." 'TIS has f)asved a\^ay, and it will hardly do n<»w fnr a lew men t»» avsunu- 

.It thcv alone are invested with p<iwer to shut out or expel frtun brotlur- 
• '♦ ' •' .ill those whose opinions do n<»t conform to their own *' 

M. \V. IWo l»ackus had aKo prior to this nu-rlmj;. in ih.inks for a 
"-nmlar hnnnr. said: 

III the serMces undere<l by me to your (irand l.«Mim\ | Hi •>\;iii/e4l n- 
" p«*r;iiivc duty from ululi I <larecl not have shrunk ho\\e\ er iiuu h in« Imu .1. 
^ad It not (as was the tact) been mingled with the ruhest pleastire 

*■ It IS. thcreiorc. with the deeper gratituile that I ai knowlt-.JKre the ii-i- 
n* nt«'d honor coniefred on me by y<Mir (trand body m th< ir aelsuowlrd-*: 
.uut oi iht»se serMces. irom which, if I had shrunk I shonM li.ive miniU u !i 
lo r< pr*'>*<'h n)y>eif a^ <lerehct lo the fundainentai piiiu)t»iev 01 our (inu- 
.•« "iMiu tl insiitiitH»»* " 

R. \V. r»r(). i-'urnell. in acknowledging the rank of Pisirtci Depute 

< iiaijil Master, and the position of representative of ilu* liran*! l.tHJi^c t»i 
vanada near the drand LikIi^c of Ireland, wrote: 

It IV c.\tremel> iMttt riii;; lt» enu»y the ntM>d opiiiioii and *ont<«leuee o- 
.• '.ittihnii vo tai distant I inoNt fully appieciale the tli^tmotion aiwl aecept 
.! » tni^l. re-^oixed b> lialty and .aientum to the besi inlerestN 01 m ui K W 

< I* I'wl l.od^t- lo prove worthy." 

1 lu'se letters uere roi*ei\ed with eiuhnsiasnt. \n\^ luii int.»e .-*•* 
il'.-.n wheti the ( iraiul Secreiar\ read a letter from me hepJU) <ii.ni«: 
>iv'iiiarv of Ireland. ackno\« led^nij^ the appointment id K. W . r»i«» 

1 -.inu'll as the repr«'vrntati\e of the (iran*! L* d-^e ot i ana«!,i mat tht 
i:.n;d L«><'i:e *A Ireland, ai'd tlie ai»poit>tn eni »f \. \\ !'.?«» Kixa- 

ImIU. r. M of Kim: S«»l'»'r.tnrs Iodide. Ti>roi't<>. a^ t'M- reiTt ^"lUative 
.■>( the (irand L»>dL'e i\i lielami at the (iranil L-Mb^^ iM t a'-.ada »itli 
•: « rank ni a i*a^t Senior *.iai'd \\';4rdin. IWo '\v\\\ h.u\ I«hm i 'h s<i\ 
.inuiUd wi'h the movement for ( rait nttior and a^ the \\ M «»: 
"'w. 1: SolMimirs h'di^r. one i>f tlic lodges on the Iri^h rr«M-.tii. wnul* 
!);i.; tai«n an aviive i»art in all sle!>s for indi |h ndeiue vaA c.iim.! 
*!.« ti^jMoi and i:ood will of In^ brethren. 
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On the reading of the letter the Grand Lodgfe confirmed the ai>- 
pointment, and Bro. TuUy was received and acknowledered as the 
representative of the Grand Lodg:e of Ireland. 

The condition of the Craft lodges, as gathered from the reports 
of the District Deputy Grand Masters, does not call for special refer- 
ence, further than that the progress, which had marked the founda- 
tion of the Grand Lodge, had been continued. The D. D. G. M.'s did 
nbt as faithfully record the condition of the lodges as is done in these 
days of Masonic enlightenment. In the Central District the question 
of suspension in one lodge, debarring a brother from entering another* 
of which he was a member, was reported upon, while rejection in one 
lodge and immediate acceptance in another gave rise to dissension, 
it being decided that suspension in one lodge precluded visits to any. 
and that twelve months must elapse before re-ballot for a rejected can- 
didate could be entertained. 

The system of opening in the third degree as in American lodges, 
and without opening in the E. A. and F. C, and the practice of trans- 
acting business in the third degree, had been followed by Prince Ed- 
ward icdge, and was condemned by the District Deputy Grand 
Master. 

In the London District the Craft seemed to have had the sjrcatc^t 
mead of prosperity. R. W. Bro. Thompson Wilson was, of the earlv 
District Deputies, one of the most energetic. His reports indicated 
great zeal in the work. 

In the Eastern Townships all the lodges were making head- 
way, and a ceremony of interest was the romantic celebration oi an 
initiation at the Owl's Head, near Lake Mcmphremagog. A lodge was 
opened in the Grand Ravine, near the summit of the mountain, at an 
elevation of 2,400 feet. Guards were stationed on tlic adjoining hill. 
and a Mr. Alexander Murray was initiated into the mysteries of 
Masonry, after which a banquet was held at the Mountain House, and 
an appropriate address was delivered by the Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Lodge of Vermont, the Rev. Eli Ballon. 

In the District of Montreal the lodges, which held allegiance to 
the Grand Lodge of Canada, with the exception of Jacques Cartier 
lodge, were in excellent condition. That lodge mentioned was, how- 
ever, in a dormant condition, and it was recommended that its 
warrant be withdrawn. 

In the official record of this year the reports of the District 
Deputy Grand Masters do not seem to have been dealt with, as no 
report is given in the proceedings. 

The Lodge of Antiquity, or as it was formerly known *' The 
Lodge of Social and Militar}' Virtues, No. i,*' had been granted, in 
addition to its change of name, the privilege of wearing gold instea<l 
of silver jewels, with the right to take precedence of all nnniberod 
lodges. 

This the lodge acknowledged with its " best thanks," (or " the 
high honor and distinction conferred." It may be observed that ihoc 
methods of special recognition do not harmonize with >ra<onic viou- 
in the regime of to-day. Similar honors in part have been conforuN^ 
on modern lodges, and while not undeserved, tend to rroatc a rivalr\ 
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not in accordance with Craft teachings. Merit and noi age aliuuiJ 
be the standard, and while one does not desire to criticize or judge 
the actions of our predecessors, the feeling nevertheless prexaiU among 
leading minds that the highest possible standard shoiiNl be reached in 
the awarding of honors. 

The important business of the Annual Connnunicaiioii, iliai in 
which every brother was deeply interested, then catue before Grand 
Lodge. 

K. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, as chairman of the C onnniitoc on 
Union, presented and read a report on the steps tliat had boon taken 
since the last Annual Communication of (irand Lodge, f(»r the pur- 
pose of arranging c union of c-^li the Oaft in Ci«raila niider nur lirau«l 
Lcriljife. 

I'his refHin has already been given. It inchi^lol the tincMnes ot 
the otViccrs of the Grand Lodge in May and Juno, auti the j.ro|io<;ed 
articles of union with the amendments. 

k. W. Bro. Stephens urged on Grand Lodi^o the M«'^ii.i'Mlitv 
of embracing the present opportunity for accomplishitii: tbr "nion of 
all the Oaft in the province, and moved, soc()ii<!<<i bv K W I'ro 
W. B. Simpson: 

"That \hv fircaniblr an<! rc^<»hition<; for tin* uni»M. '■• « ■ '' • ' «• 
C:ina<Ia. now <ut>stitiitcil, be approvrtl. aiKiptrd .itnl ar* <•)»•'•.! '«\ • ••- 'iri 
I odj^r. as tlir ha^is upon wliirh that union. <«» rsSi-t.jMi •.. * •«:» •* 

Masonry in Canada, may hr cfT«'ctrd " 

It was moved iti ametidment bv Rro. W'oiibit.C''*" ^'' ' »r<b*l b*. 
W. Bro. W. G. Chambers: 

" Th.ii so much oi the rc<;olution as rt-fcr* to tin- r« »•• •!. • • • •' t! • 
'o<lk'<*s \ti' struck out." 

On the amendment bciny put ft»r cont'iiin.iU'.u it •..-:• Lj.itae*'.. 
three only being in its favor. 

1 he original motiini was then put for contiruiaii' •, .«• •. .•^.'..iC i 
to be unanimously adcjpted. 

At last, tlie h»iii^ \Ms])t'd (or resnh ba-l lutii abn*^' .i , •:•.'-.«. 
and the I'venini; would sec the cunsunmMii«»n ••: v ,. ,* v.--;.- 
forever redomid lo the credit of the Frcemasniw mi t .mail.t 

Ihe (irand Lodj»c called otf late m ihr ait(i:j-».T f t'. • uti. 
July, and resimud at 7.30 p.m. .\fter the transacti«»ii •»: ^.i.... :.»i!:jnc 
bi:>ines> the tirand l*ursuivant announced ibat a d'!»u' i*;.»-» :i'«i.. 
the Aneiiiu (irand Loilge of Canada wa< aw ait in l; .i.i!;.i->.'»i. 

ihe drand Lo<lge was called to ortler. ami v**-^* .i> a •i\.piitan«''. 
consisting of R. W. Bros. T. I). liarinii:ton. rh.i^ «i i\ .1 ':t. S :' 
ilarnian, and G. W. Wbiiehead, from the .\ncir",i « it.r.' i • u« < 
Cana<Ia, was introduced, and announced that tbt ;»r»M:'. • •• a- i :e 
solutions lor union, \vbiob bail been agreed on bv K. \\ • -^ '. 
Harmj^lon and \V. (.\ btepbens. had been unau' •• - . ; • '. 

the .Ancient Grand Lo<lge. 

Ihe Grand Master iiu\>rmed tlu depiitati«Mi :. a: :... -..«'. 'i- 
amble and resolutions had likewise been unanimor.-.\ a ', • :« : '\ **. ■ 
Grand Lodge of Canaila. and that they were now '.^Mj.ar .. -..i ar.x- 
ifujs to receive the nunilM-rs of the .\ncient ('iiand I «».*^" • • . •• i»- . 
ber^hip of this ("irand L»»«lL:e. 
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The deputat on v hdrew to commun ca e w th the Ancient 

Grand Lodge wh ch was then sess on and to nvite the mmediatc 

attendance of ts officers and t n '•mbers 




M. W. Bro. T, n. Hiuingtor, ,,11 lH-li;.lr 
C(l to Ihe Ancient (irand Lodge llic ailii|i 
resolutions l>y tlic (iraiid Luclfjc- nf Can.'id.i 
ihc Ancient Grand L(:<lj;e. in aconrdanci' uii 



>l t'li' ik'imlation. rcpuri- 
■ 111 .if the |ireanil)tc ami 
;.iiil ili.'it on rclnniiti;; t-i 
ihc desire of the Anc=crt 
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Grand Lodge, thev had proceeded to llic liall of King Solomon's 
lodge, where the (iranU IjxI^c of Canada was in sis-sion, by whom 
{hey were most ror'li;ill_v and fraternally receivi'tl; iliat they had 
announced to tliein ilic adoption by the Aucicni (jrand Lodge 
of the preamble and riMiIitiions as submitted, and were informed lh:ii 
a similar resolution had been adopted by the Oand IxkIjjc of (.'aii- 







MsliMiinii! 



tftt^^r- 
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ada; and that that Grand Ixxly now ;iiixiuii~li :ni.ii!.-.| the :irri\al ^f 
the Ancient (irand IamIi;!-. ihat \he uiik'h iiiii;lii In' .11 .ni.i' i><-iuiin| 

The report wa-; r(fei\<'.l with r.crl.inintion. 

U was a mcniiirahle li..itr Hi. 

(liMnrbing elements, whi.li f'-r ihn-c 
the ciinnlry's Craft liir. were nl'nm i 
nnd nnily. that are the rsecnrial-- <.i 
iheir place. 



.li-^ 


•n«ion. the f 


\.;irs 


had d.ai.i,-. 


. pn^ 


- awav. and 


ceni 


Hie fr:iirrnil\ 
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The deputation of the Ancient Grand Lodge had retired on its 
way to the Toronto Street hall, and we know, from the records of that 
Grand Lodge, the reception accorded it. 

The Grand Lodge was called off as they left the room, and in 
the interim every one instinctively cone:ratulated his neighbor on the 
approaching consummation of the long-looked-for hour of joy. M. 
W. Bro. Wilson felt that life was worth living, and he, standing 
near the dais, had around him a group of those, who had fought the 
battle with him, and who, in a few moments, were to see the union an 
accomplished fact. It was nearing half-past nine when the un- 
measured tramp of men, coming down the west side of Church street, 
could be heard in the lodge room. Word came that the Ancient 
Grand Lodge was ascending the staircase. M. W. Bro. Wilson 
called Grand Lodge on. Every officer was in his seat in an instant — 
ever)' member in his place as if by clockwork. The door was tyled. 
The Grand Pursuivant stood waiting the announcement from with- 
out. In a few moments, giving but time for the one hundred and 
fifty brethren to assemble in the refreshment and ante-rooms at the 
cast end of the building on Church street, the alarm was g^ven and 
answered, and the announcement made in a clear voice by Bro. John 
Morrison, of Hamilton, the Grand Tyler, that " M. W. Bro. Sir Allan 
Napier MacNab, with the officers and members of the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of Canada, desire admission." 

The words were repeated slowly and distinctly by the Grand 
Pursuivant, W. Bro. H. B. Bustwick, and M. W. Bro. Wilson, with 
his gavel in his right hand, said: '* R. W. Bros. Bernard, Stephens 
and Simpson, please retire with the Grand Director ot Ceremonies, 
receive the deputation, and introduce the M. W. Bro. and the officers 
and members of the Ancient Grcnd Lodge." 

This arrangement had been made while the Grand Lodge was 
called off. Therefore, Bro. Bernard having the procedure well in 
hand, the deputation retired. 

Every face in the room was a picture of earnestness. Every 
eye was directed to the entrance to the hall, and when the M. W. 
Bro. MacNab, his brethren, and the deputation were again announced, 
M. W. Bro. Wilson, gavel in hand, brought Grand Lodge to its feet, 
and in a voice which almost had a tremor in it from the excitement 
of the moment, said " Admit M. W. Bro. MacNab and the members 
of the Ancient Grand Lodge." The door swung open and Sir Allan 
MacNab, R. W. Bro. Ridout, R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, and the 
rest of the officers walked slowly up the short space from the door to 
the altar, while the brethren of the Ancient Grand Lodge spread 
themselves behind the line o^ Grand Officers. R. W. Bro. Bernard 
then introduced the M. W. Bro. and his brethren, and amid applnuse 
which echoed and re-echoed through the building, M. W. Bro. Wil- 
son descended from the East, and walkins^ towards M. W. Bro. Mac- 
Nab, grasped his hand and spoke to him words of welcome. Thn^t- 
who were standing by say that Bro. Wilson, as he held the hand of 

the baronet Grand Master said: " M. W. Sir, you are indeed most 
welcome." 

Turning to R. W. Bros. Ridout and Harington, Bro. Wilson 
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shook them by the hand, and as the deafening applause of the three 
hundred brethren present fairly made the very walls give back a 
cheer, Bro. Wilson, grasping i>ro. MacNab by the arm, escorted him 
to the East and placed him in the seat on the immediate right of the 
chair* 

For a few minutes it was impossible to bring the Craft to order. 
Ihc members of the Ancient (irand Lodge had mingled with those of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada, and an etfort had been made by the 
Director of Ceremonies to scat tlie members of each (irand Lodge 
alternately. This idea was carried out fairly well, and as the brethren 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, the moment Sir Allan was escorted 
to the East, turned to the brethren of the Ancient (irand Lodge and 
took them by the hands and looked into one another's faces, it seemed 
as if the cheers and welcomes had '"unbined into one effort, so great, 
so grand and so sincere, that some of the older men. those who had 
passed from manhood to old a^c in the service of the Craft, could 
not restrain themselves and the tears trickled down their checks, z 
silent testimony of hearts that were full of joy m this union. 

Onler \Nas fmally re^to^c(l, the Cirand Master still standing. M. 
W liro. MacNab. K. \\ . Uros. Kidont ajul llatiMgitm were seated. 
The members of the Ancicni (irand Lod^e were re<|iiested to be 
seated, and then, in a clear vr)ice, M. \V. liro. \Vll^on asked the 
brethren to give the j»ran<l honor^^ to the ot'ticers and members of 
the Ancient (irand Lcul^e, i;ikii'«^ time fr*)ni lli«* < iiand Director of 
Ceremonies, and the cereiu«»iiial was never j^ixiii \\\\\\ in4)re precision 
nor with nw re desire to mai' it :is an occasion full of ^o'emn nioment 
for the Craft, ami wlteii coUiludtd the brethren ai^aiu clapped hands 
in a great chain wlii*h extendid amnnd the pmmu, and as M. W. 
l»ro. V\'ilsi»n in a lou«l vow c. -aul: ** M.iv the liuK*; thus united never 
be broken/* round u|M)n r^und (»f applau>c f«»jlow*ed, br«)ken only 
when M. W. I Wo W'll^^nn. ii-iu»' lr«Mn his *:eai, spt»kc of the pleasure 
it gave him to he in the chair on so l^)voU"^ an in. asion, of the work 
that had he<n dour to brini: ain>nt the ha]>pN ctHisimmation realized 
in the union that was imw .iKout it» 1m- an accoiu^M.^le*! fact. M. W. 
Rro. WiNon was lollowtd l»\ .\I. \V lUo MacNab. after which the 
busines*? attendant iM)on the union was procetded with. 

K. \V. !*ro. liarmi^lon read tl'.e ariicles *)f union agreed on by 
R. \V. r.ro Stephens and luin.cli. an J which l.ad been ap|»roved and 
adopted sef)aratel\ by both Ciraml Kodi^ci. as the ba^i^ i^x union; and 
n.oved that thev !>.• i^ow joint '\ '-atit'ud and conhrtned 

R. \V. r>r«\ Steplien*; srcou'led the nK^tion .ind the articles were 
accoTdinelv unaniinoMsK r.'i?j* •••I a'^l c«.TiMrin(d ui the tn«>st enthus- 
iastic n\inrer bv acclr»n^nti*"i un] tb«» union of th<- two «iTantl Lodges 
wa*i drc1ar<'d to be M<r»fr» n"<' co'»M»lftt 

Thr >ni-!«nT <"iT;»n,' f • .'•••• nv.i^ t'wn fotM'>"\ ,h*c!ar< d di-^olved: 
and the union of !l.« Tt/M -n • '.i'i:«.».i w i< drc'.T-ed perfected, aniid^^t 
the ertluivi.T^ric cht-^r.. .m.' • imt»\ t .)«»«'» nMi1:»Mons of the a«^r*nbled 
fratemltv. Tl e 1 ».»' r. ♦' ' -» »' '-n n-'-'' »--ve«! n'^«^ coni:ratu*'»ted on 
the h:«pT^v cov^Mi-n pm. n .'«»'' i.-^^" /— -rrd utii-^i. hv >f W. Bros 
\Vi"; mi M V'"'- n ^"' ^'''^ ^' >»..'V.b nnd T C Tucker, and 
R. \\' r.ros R.,»— t ^'-T - ^' ^- "'•* v» T n llarinirton. W. C. 
Stephen*^ and \. r.<r'VTTd T"' '- ^o-M,^•trd th.* \vu mi 
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The Grand Lodge assembled the next day, in compliment to 
their brethren with whom they had united, in the hall of St. Andrew V 
Lodge on Toronto street. It was an immense and imposing gather- 
ing. The importance oE the occasion was increased by the election 




of officers for the united body. In order to facilitate matters, pending 
a revision of the constitution, it was resolved that the clause which 
required that the Deputy Grand Master should be elected from the 
half of the province in which the Grand Master is not resident, be 



i* <« 
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suspended for the present term. This was passed, so tHat the com- 
pliment might be paid R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, of electing him 
the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge. Certificates of affilia- 
tion, which had been prepared, were ordered <o be issued to the 
lodges of the late Ancient Grand Lodge, and the scrutineers of the 
ballot having taken their seats in the centre of the hall, the election 
was proceeded with, M. W. Hro. Wilson being elected Grand Master, 
R, W. Bro. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, both by acclamation, fol- 
lowed by ballot of Grand Loclge of 

R. W. Bro. P. D. Brown, Montreal, Grand Senior Warden. 
** J. K. Brown. London, Grand Junior Warden. 
Rev. F. J. Lundy, \ 

• I^cv. F Trcniayne. Chaplanis. 
*• K. II. Dcwar, | 

William Hcllliouse. Grand Treasurer. 
Francis Richardson, Grand Registrar. 
Thomas B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to confirm the following 
noininations hv lodges of their respective Districts: 

R. W. Bro. James Moffat. D. D. G. M. for the London District 

•* Richard Hull, I). 1). G. M. for the Hamilton Dihtrici. 

F. W . (nmbcrland, D. D. G. M. for the Toronto 

District. 
W. B. Simpson, I). D. G. M. for the Central District. 
F. .Morris, D. D. G. M. for tlie Montreal District. 
F. Gustin, I). D. G. M. ior iho \\. To\vn>hii)S 
District. 
The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to apinniu tlu* tollowmg 
brethren as Grand ( >tVu'ers for the ensuing year: 

V. W. Bro. F. R. O'Brien, Grand Senior Deacon. 

D. Curtis, Grand Junior Deacon. 
F. J. Rastrick. Grand Supt, of Works 
S. I>, Campbell, Grand Dir. of Ceremonies. 
W. K. Harris, Assl. Grand Secretary. 
W H. Wcller, A^st. Grand l>ir. *>! i eremonie>. 
Ilenry Rousell. Grand Sword liearer. 
William T, Thomas, Grand 1 )rj;aui.si. 

• J. F. Clarke, Asm. Grand C >r^anist 
D. Stirling;. Grand Pursuivant. 
John Morrison, <,rand Tvler. 

•• *l-d\\ar<l I r.arker. 
r. Henr\. 
\. .\ Sle\env»in. 

, , ^, ( iran«1 >te\var<K 

lolin 1 button. I 

•• ) W. n'.il!. I 

•• T i pro.., r. 

1 lu' ^'irand F«nli;e wa^ c.ilKd from la!»oi to n-Mt nImiuiu. to mret 
^* 3 .V oVInrk, p in 
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In the afternoon M. W. Bro. P. C. Tucker, Grand Master of 
Vermont, installed M. W. Bro. Wilson, who in turn invested and pro- 
claimed the Grand ofiicers. 

As a recognition of the labors of R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington 
and R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, in bringing about the union so 
happily effected, the rank and dignity of Past Grand Master were con- 
ferred on each of them, while in consideration of distinguished ser- 
vices, R. W. Bro. Robert Morris of Kentucky, was elected an honor- 
ary Past Deputy Grand Master. 

In consequence of the recent change it was determined to re- 
arrange the Masonic Districts, and in order that the supremacy of 
the Grand Lodge might be maintained, a resolution was passed 

*• That whereas this Grand Lodge, being the supreme governing body of 
Canada, must consider any lodges which may hereafter be established in 
Canada under any other authority, illegal; Be it resolved, that this Grand 
Lodge and the subordinate lodges working under its authority will hold no 
communication with any lodge or members thereof, hereafter constituted 
under any power other than the authority of this Grand Lodge." 

As the union of the two Grand Lodges was an event worthy of 
commemoration in tangible form, it was resolved that a medal be 
struck, symbolical of the occasion, and that at the special communica- 
tion of Grand Lodge to be held six months later, the rank and pre- 
cedence of lodges and members be arranged. 

The next regular meeting of Grand Lodge was ordered to be 
held at Kingston, C. W., after which the Grand Lodge adjourned. 

Of the twenty-two Grand officers of the original Grand Lodge of 
Canada present on that occasion none are now to the fore except W. 
Bro. H. B. Bostwick. Of the District Deputy Grand Masters R. \V. 
Bro. Kivas Tully, of Toronto, and M. W. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, of 
Montreal, alone represent that department of the work, while of the 
ten past Grand officers all have passed away. Of the fifty-four past 
masters, only one, R. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, is alive. 

Of the representatives of the forty-four warranted lodges Bros. .\. 
A. Stevenson, who was J. W. of St. George's lodge, No. 13, Montreal: 
W. Bro. J. H. Lsaacson, P. ^L of Zetland, No. 15, Montreal; Bro. J. 
M. Rogerson, S. W. of Strict Observance, No. 17, Hamilton; and \V. 
Bro. John A. Scoon. W. M. of Beaver lodge. No. 45, Strathroy, are thc 
only brethren left, while of the representatives of the fifteen lodges 
under dispensation all have departed. 

Of the twenty Grand officers, three Past Grand officers and thirty- 
one past masters of the Ancient Grand Lodge, none arc alive to-dav. 
Of the W. M.'s. S. W.'s, J. W.'s of the lodges of the Ancient Grand 
Lodge present, W. Bro. E. A. McNaughton, W. M. of Durham lodge. 
Newcastle: W. Bro. A. Boultbee. W. M. of Tuscan lodge. Newmarket 
and Bro. Joseph Jackes, J. W. of St. John's lodjc^e, Toronto, are the 
only brethren alive in 1895. 

The Toronto *' Daily Atlas." of 19th July. 1858. contained tlic 
following brief account of the meeting of the two Grand Lodges and 
the union: 

The Grand Lodpe of Canada closed it*; session on Friday, and it^ 
members have returned to their respective !ocalitie<;. to bear to ihiir vari^ns 
lodges the official tidings already conveyed with the lightning's flash, th.it 
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pracc, lo\c and uriiiy rtiKn triumphant. We have already laid before our 
readers the masterly address of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, a docu- 
ment which has been perused with interest and delight, not only by the 
• brethren of the mystic tie,' but by members of the uninitiated and outer world. 
The list of Grand Officers, and a brief notice of the union of the Grand Lodges, 
or rather the fusion of Ancient Grand Lodge into the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada, together with the resolutions consummating thi^ happy event, have like- 
>Mve been given in our preceding issues, but we cannot record the close of 
this meeting, attended as it has been, by such interesting and important events, 
without a cursory notice of this great and happy occasion For years, the 
Firethren had been striving, lor good and sufficient reasons. t<i establish an 
in<l('peiuicnt Grand l.fMi^»e for this magnificent colony \'arious measures 
urrc br(»iight forward f(»r the accomplishment of this obiect but without sue* 
rr^v until the erection c>i the (irand I-odge of Cana^l.i proclaimecl i<> ilie 
M^tsonu uorld that llii- Canadian Craft had deemed that the time lor ACTI()N 
had arrixed. A portion of the brethren however dissented from the course 
puf-iied. and endea\«»red to attain the same end, 'waiting a little longer* 
'I'm* • u'oo<1 time.* howcMT. dul not come, and negotiation having failed to 
rf.ili/c tlinr hopes, the brethren last alluded to, following in the steps of the 
f irand I od^;*'. constitute<l themselves The Ancient Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada. a^Mitning similar p«»werN and jurisdiction to the (irand Lodge already 
f vt.iblisjied It is not our intention to enter here on a discii«isi(>n of the rights 
oj in<ri*s oi the i ase Most nf the great Masonic luminaries n\ the woild 
'm\c given this subiert their deepest and most earnest con«iideration Nnm- 
ln riess were the opinions advanced and arguments used to prove the Grand 
I odjre riKlii and the C irand Lodge wrong. Kach had its able, 7e.ilous 
an«! conscientious supporters, but there was only one p<»int on which a un- 
.tiMii itv oj opinion privaile<l. and that w*as this: That there should «»nly br 
otu (iratnl I odye instead of two — and not only throujihout the lenctli and 
breadth tM (.m.ida did the desire for union rule, but foreign Mas«»nlr 'iii;<- 
d'-.tmns and bi<threi; in the most exalted conditions, coimsriled. iirj«d and 
l.'tlxueil tor this consummation devoutly to be wishe<l. The labor of h»ve 
X ouid not bi utihont it> iruit Negr>tiations ha\e gradnallv Init surr'v ip- 
prnachetl the culminating pnmt. clearing away all disunities and reinoxjng 
•I!.!, ^niitdding bl*HKs as stood in the way. 

\inong thove* \vh<» watched eagerly, and with a heartfelt int« '♦•^1 .v 
-!• p '»\ st'p tin *\\n brubcN \«erfd to>\ards the altar oi union \Mri» tiir \\»t>\ 
\'«.:-b'p"d the (iraiMl Master of Vermont. Br<ither Tucker and the R-pl.t 
\\oT^I.»pfnl »!ie l>«p''t\ (iraiul ^Taster of Kentiukv. Hrotlui Robrrt Mofmn 
and proMd indeed did the Canadian Craft feel, that the opportunifv atT'>T«l**d 
t*' rp ..f s»«.xv.| if th* -r apt»reci.ition of the efforts 01 tliosf two brtt'-irn sji. .m d 
la\« bf It tl < arvAt event for which they had S(» earnestly laborecl 

*• Hn Wednedav last the 14th July. i^^iS (a day to be remenibe r- d bv 
r\fTv Cnndi.in M.-soni thr two Masonic bo<lM*s were summoned t<» r»e« • -r 
'lor-.ntM to T.|opt ..r rrurt tb<' re<olutii»ns of union pre^ured bv the H •»'>♦ 
\\'«»r •.lupin* r.ri»tbrrt W (" Stephens and T O Harini;ton Fnr the 1.-st 
tMT'.f two r,r.»n<l I .ML'r< n»et in Cana<la Faeh Grand I.odne first uimi^- r 
ouo'x a«!opt'i1 tbr r«"^o!tr«onK stibniitted ami <^hf>rtlv atti r ') «» • ! • '.v VW 
.lip H'f ni*»' rs o» thi" XiTient <•' iud 1 odk'** haviiik; dis<ol\od ;'Mt b.i.'v "'. r. ' ■' 

• n nro»'r^<i«.n to the room where the Gr.ind Lodvre of ('an».'i v\!'» c>n*n 
'»-.'•, -ii.d ar»"«; n\v ntf'«l i'm w .\rri\al There, luad*'' b\ 'h*' r !.i*« O: .• ■• 
*.*:.it«T T\T..Onr Sir Nil. m N* \!.ic\.d». the«r Peputv ^iiard M <•*• - !*'o»l' 

r ^t ]' d '.J' ,k' -i \\ ^'w \\'ors*;n»iiil Riother HaniU'ton t«»4t»!'.r w-M !*<•' 
»»'»" fi"u«T* and tijiM.btr^ nt:pd»ering about one hundrec! a*:«! *V'*v tl-ev 
" ' rr \ve!.-.->ned with e\erv t"Ven of brotherly love and ari«-ct:"i: f .« \!«»<* 
\\ .i'-e*pj»'M! Grand Master P.ro?}n r C«donel Wilson, de-rt"!'.,' •'» .i" tj ,. 
•' • -TiC a* d e\l«n«bd t'u- )»a"d •»• IiT-'I'mtK b»vr to the J^.il'ati! b '..'.it w I *« 

• i\ < .tf .' bti ' •,,« pr.iifil r»nr -»iT.«r th< othcf to thc ve'-K e«"'*o •>»»••• t'*e !•»»« 
..' t' • 1' ifd.lfi? bre!'.r».» v>i..sr full he.irt* thus found i vt"* ' ■*• *' •■ ' 'i • ' 

• ^;:c ♦,-.n fVep for w^rd^ To desenhc thr <cene a» 'b's pi««'".«*i» vv"*' «• •. 



9l6 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA, 

■ 

thing like justice is beyond our power. The Grand honors were bestowed 
with all solemnity — and as hand met hand, and grip returned grip in the 
magic chain of brotherhood, each heart responded to the prayer: * May the 
links thus united never be broken.* At length came words, and such words 
as fell upon the ears and sank down deep into the hearts. The eloquent 
speeches of Brothers Tucker and Morris called down rapturous applause, as 
did the no les$ heartfelt and able remarks of Brothers Wilson, Sir A. N. 
Mac Nab, Stevens, Harington and Ridout. 

" The union was complete. Happy indeed were they who witnessed its 
consummation — ^and ere the vivas which .sealed the compact had died away 
on the air, the electric flash had sent the tidings throughout the length and 
breadth of the continent. We regret not being able to furnish a report ot 
the addresses, but doubtless from the pens of some of the brethren who spoke, 
we shall have the occasion alluded to in befitting terms. 

" An adjournment then took place till next morning, when the delegates 
(over three hundred) met in St. Andrew's lodge room to elect the Grand 
Master and officers. This was the first commencement of work by the united 
body, and the very outset showed how sincerely the brethren had their hearts 
in the accomplishment of its union in the most comprehensive sense. Each 
officer was unanimously elected — and by the same vote. The rank of Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada was conferred on Brothers 
Harington and Stephens as an appreciation of their successful endeavors in 
bringing about the union. 

*• In regard to Brother Wilson, it was necessary to suspend a certain por- 
tion of the constitution, which would have prohibited his filling the position 
another year, but so universal was the desire that he should be the first Grand 
Master over the united body that the Grand Lodge suspended the rule in this 
case, in order to have it in their power to pay honor where honor was due. 

** The installation of the new Grand officers, and general routine and 
special business, occupied the attention of the Grand Lodge during Thursday 
and Friday, when the session was brought to a happy and joyful termina- 
tion — peace, harmony, and accord have characterized all its proceedings " 

The Toronto " Leader " also editorially referred to the event thus: 

*' The members of the Ancient Fraternity, not alone in Canada, but 
throughout all North America, will learn with pleasure that the differences 
which for some time past have existed throughout the Craft, have at length 
been healed. A compromise, alike honourable and satisfactory, has been 
effected, though perhaps somewhat tardily, and so far as Upper Canada is 
concerned, the harmony which has for some time been unfortunately in- 
terrupted, is at length fully restored. At the annual meeting of the Grand 
Lodge, which commenced yesterday, it was arranged, by mutual consent, 
that in future only one Grand Lodge should be recognized in the place of the 
two which have existed, since the unfortunate differences with the Grand 
Lodge of the mother country. We are informed that the election of officers 
for the Grand Lodge of Upper Canada will take place to-day. and that the 
Masonic body will again * present that unanimity of sentiment and action, 
the absence of which of late years has been so much regretted by all sincere 
members of that lodge. At the meeting which took place yesterday, after 
the decision that unanimity should in future prevail, several gentlemen ad- 
dressed the members present in eloquent speeches. Mr. Tucker, the Grand 
Master of the State of Vermont, made a very happy and effective address, 
and Sir Allan MacNab. also made a speech imbued with the truest Ma.sonic 
sentiment, shortly after which the crowded assembly broke up. 

" It is expected that the various lodges througliout Lower Canada will 
soon give in their adhesion to the new arrangetnenls effected yesterday, and 
that thus one supreme Grand Lodge of Upper Canada will alone be in ex- 
istence." 

Bro. Rob. Morris was present at the union of the Grand Lodg;cs 
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in July, or 1858, and in a letter to the editor of tlic " Masonic Journal." 
published at Haverhill, Mass., in Au^st (A that year, he says: 

•■ T arrived al Toronto on Tuesday, the 13th (July) Bro P. C Tucker 
<nl Vermont) arrived the same eveninK. Wc mei the eommrttce on li<>[)i 
sides and save our opinion Rach Grand I.odf;e adopted the report bv .in 
almost unanimous vote, and at 10 o'elock p.m., on the 14th, -Sit Allan M:.o 
Nab led his forces, one hundred and filty itrong. reprcsmtiiiK some filty-fnur 
lodRcs. inlu the hall of the Wilii.n Grand Lodge, and the union was con- 
iiimniaied amidst ureal cheering and mutual congratu tat ions The basis ii- 
'The Ancient' Grand Lodge is dissolved — its iodge) and oFFicers come iniu 
the Grand Lodae o( Canada with e()iial honors and privileRes. the same .is 
ofTircrs and lodfte* formerly adherinit" 

At the amalf;aniatian of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada 
with the Grand l.od^i! of Canada, all the warrants which could be 
obtained from the lodges under the old Provincial Grand Lodt:e of 
Canada West under I^nfjland wcie relumed, but out of the twi-ntv- 
one issued only those marked with 3 star found ihoir way to the 
archives of the United Grand I^RC of England at l.imilnn Thii 
fact was ascertained in May, 1894. The list is as fdllows: 

•7C4 No. I »i|, \mlie«'i loi.,!)!.. (\.,rk.. 



In the warrant of St. John's lo.lj;e. at ltaldTni;.nd, \. 
and \o. 1 1, provincial recisler, the nuniher vi-t-tii- l^ li.iv 
from No. il to No. 5, In the parrhnient a pen-mark h.t- 
through the "11" and " 5 " Mihstitute.I then (or. 
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This is known as the "Union Mec'al." On its obverse are the 
vvcrds, within a wreath of maple and laurel. " To commemorate the 
Union, consummated 14th July, 1858," in six lines, the second and 
last two curving. 

On its reverse are the arms of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
described : 

Per pale; dexter, per fess; the upper part gules, a chevron between 
the castles, argent; on the chevron a pair of conii>asses extended, the 
lower part gules, a beaver proper; sinister, a cross (vert) corded 
argent, the field beneath the cross quarterly azure and or; (i) a lion 
rampant; (2) ox passant; (3) a man with arms uplifted; (4) an eagle 
displayed. The dexter side of the shield is formed by ears of wheat, 
and the sinister by an olive branch. On a ribbon below, Audi, \'ide, 
Tace (Hear, See, Be Silent). Crest: Tlie Ark of the Covenant, over 
which two cherubs are bending, supporting two cherubim, each 
having one wing extended over the shield and crest. P»etween their 
wings, over the ark, are Hebrew letters. Legend: (irand Lodge of 
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada. 

The medal was issued in silver, silver j^ilt, bronze and white metal, 
the size given in the engraving. 



CHAPTER CXXlll 

The Action of the Grand Lodge of Enc;lam) i.x Connection 
WITH THE Recognition of the Grano L^jix.e of Canada. 
— Some Interesting Minutes. — Canon 1*ortal Proves a 
Staunch Friend of the Can.adian Craft. 

The fact that the Grand Lodge of England umild not be led to 
kindly action but had to be forced most muvillingly to give the 
Canadian Craft its rights, was amply exeniplitied in the proceedings of 
its quarterly meetings, held on the 2nd of March, 1859. and ist June, 
1859, in London. 

It will be remembered that at the last quarterly meeting the 
Grand Lodge had recognized the Grand Lodge of Canada, but limited 
its jurisdiction to the Province of Canada West. 

The two Provinces of Canada East and West were united in 1841, 
and the Grand Lodge of Canada claimed jurisdiction over the entire 
territory, so that the proposed limitation of the territory by the Grand 
Lodge of England was promptly rejected. 

R. W. Bro. Canon Portal had ever been the friend of Canada, as 
is shown by the report in the " Masonic Observer and Grand Loclge 
Chronicle/' of 20th March, 1859, as follows: 

'' At the Quarterly Meeting of the Grand LtKl^rc of Fnj^Iand. held on the 
2nd March. 1859. on the question of the cnnfirmati«Mi ot the minutes 01 the 
last meeting. 

"Bro. G. R. Portal said, it was his painful ditty m move the non-confir- 
mation of so much of the minutes as related to the recognition of the Grand 
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Lodge of Canada West. His reasons for doing so were, that when the Cana- 
dian brethren received the notification of the resolution passed at the last 
Grand Lodge, they immediately met, and refused to accept a favor which 
limited the jurisdiction of the new Grand I.odge to Canada We«t. whereas 
the two provinces had. by the acts of the impcnal and colonial legislatures, 
become fused into one ever since 1841. while in their official acts and arrange- 
ments the Grand Lodge of Canada had laid equal claim to the jurisdiction 
over both Canada West and East. At this moment there were only six lodges 
in Lower Canada, holding from the Grand Lodge ot England, and sonic of 
these were very shaky in their allegiance, while the Grand Lodge of Canada 
had twelve. He was not aware whether the information which had been sup- 
plied to him was m the hands of the Executive before the last Grand Lodge, 
but if so. Grand I..odge was. he thought, unfairly treated in being called upon 
to pass a resolution giving only limited junsdiction to the new Grand Lodge. 
If it had been in their hands at the last meeting of the Grand I^dge he 
was sure the resolution would not have been adopted, and it only ^^howed the 
wisdom of the advice which he had given them to wait and vec how they 
could most effectually hold out the right han<l of frllt>wship to their Cana- 
dian brethren. The only step which was now c<misi stent with the ditrnity of 
Grand Lodge was to refrain from oflfenng to the Masons of Canada what 
they would not accept at the hands of Grand Lod^^e. 

•* Bro. Lord Holinesdale seconded the motion oi Hro furtal. as it w.is not 
right that that meeting should uiMilt the C.in:i<li.in brethren, by contirining a 
proposition which they had formally declared tli«*y could not accept, and thus 
throw down the apple of discord between the ('rail in both coiinines 

" Bro. (ireg<»ry considered that the motion of I'.ro Portal was nwist in 
opportune They had on the paper a notice th.it the M W the (ir.ind M.ister 
was about to coniintinicate to (ir«ind L<>d^<* tin* i-orT«-s])nn<irni r wliuii UaA 
taken place between himself and the ('an.t<li.in t»r<-tlir(*n Me Mi^hrd. tor tlir 
sake of regularity in (irand Lodge. th:it lUo Pttrt.u h.nl re^erxed hi^ mIimtv.i- 
tions on the subject until Grand Lod>re h.»d lie.inl wh.it the M \V thr (.r.ind 
Master had to lay before it. What they ha*l luard ii«nn Brother P«»rt,\; tlu v 
would, he thought, have heard belter aiul more .tppri*pri.iteiv ifMni the \I W 
the Grand Master He denied that the Ciii.id:aii M.isons lookrd in»..n the 
resolution of last Grand Lod^e in the li»;ht of an insult; hut it nui^t. he 
thought, be a matter of aMomNlinient to all tlu* brMhrm. both hm- and mi 
Canada, to find that the very brother uho. on the \.\^x ocrasmn had ot» Mie 
paper a notice of motion tantainouut to the resolution tl'.eii pl.n«t* luMtce 
them by the M. W. the (irand Master, should be the one who nou pr<ipos»>d 
that they should rescind it He uontlered if the worihv Brother woud have 
moved that they sh<»uld rescind his own resolution He (Bro Grrtforv) saw no 
reason why Grand Lodge sh<»uld stultify itsrif m the wa* proi».»s, ,1 l>v 
blo%ving both hot and c<»ld water upon the «piestion. and ^W-^*"'"^ thenioelvrs 
in a false p<isition. He regretted that Bri> Tonal and his ine".*^ w 'n ob- 
jected to the confirmatii»n of the minute*. ha<l not waited until ih« v h*ir<l the 
proposition which was about to be presented to (>rand Lodge by the M W the 
Grand Master, one which, whilst, he beliovrd. it serured the djc'^ity ot r,rand 
Lodge, would also connliafe the fe«MMH!s of the ('ana«h.in hr«*»*^'« n Not to 
confirm the res<»lution ai»rr«*d to m l>fortnh<r l.ts* \\.»mM '»«• i"«l«.".| ».. tlrow 
down the apple of discord 

** Bro. Whitmore wislu-d to kn«»w where !.iv ♦he la^vier a"i«>'i''! «»f stulttti- 
cation. whether in refusmi; to c«»ntirTn a rr^o>Mi'on h«v»;«\ .T«<..;»»rd a» '1st 
Grand Lodge, or in contirmtnn the re*'«i^"i ♦'r.n oi th.a wh-^f^ thr <'irin«| 
Lodge of Canada would not artept at tin ir hinds .Vofini; roj|'«| niotr 
clearly show the wisdom ot the ad\ice k'i^<n thrni at la<t <^iTapt! I ..«!ci- >»v 
Bro. Lord Carnarvon and the a<l\antav!(s ot dt'lay than the prrs, n* 1^tu>. 
sion. He was one of thosr indepriMh'nt nnrv^frs oi tiran«i 1.«i'..m* x\»»" on 
that occasion, stood up and oppoHt**} pio* ip'i.iT*. \ lie fviP.v .i»;'ef.| ^ t}. t\\c 
remarks of the noble lord who s<*ri»n<lrd H'o r-»rtil"s ui.i»'.»»» ♦'••i* t,, ,-,»p 
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firm the resolution on the minutes would be an insult to the Canadian Ma- 
sons, and it was, he thought, impossible that Grand Lodge should so far 
degrade itself as to recognize that which the Grand Lodge of Canada did 
not thank them for, and would not accept He hoped Grand Lodge would 
exercise its wisdom, discretion, and judgment, and decline to take that course 
With regard to what had fallen from Bro. Portal, he (Bro. Whitmore) belieyed, 
that in December last, all the facts of the case were in possession of the 
executive, and that being the case, it was to be regretted that they had not 
communicated them to Grand Lodge. If it were not true, let it be stated so. 
and he was ready to apologise; but it if were true, then he would advise 
Grand Lodge not to commit the indiscretion of confirming that upon which 
they resolved without a full knowledge of the real facts of the case, (Cheers.) 

" Bro. Slight approved of the observation of Bro. Gregory, that it would 
be far better to confirm the minutes at once, and wait for the discussion 
of this question until they heard the communication which, in accordance 
with the notice on the minutes of their proceeding, the M. W. Grand Master 
was about to place before Grand Lodge, because it was obvious that there was 
among those at the other end of the room a difference of opinion as to facts. As 
to the real question there was no point of doubt whatever, however great the 
attempt might be to involve it in obscurity. The plain state of the case was 
this: In December last, the M. W. Grand Master in this room made a mo- 
tion that the Grand Lodge of Canada should be recognized. That motion was 
opposed, and they all knew by whom, and most of the brethren would recol- 
lect how astonished G. Lodge was at hearing the opposition come from such 
a quarter. However, notwithstanding that opposition to the motion. Grand 
Lodge came to the unanimous resolution, that the Grand Lodge of Canada 
should be recognized. That was the great fact on which they had deter- 
mined. It now appeared, from some papers received from Canada, that on 
some points of detail, not of principle, there was a difference of some sort or 
other which could be easily adjusted. He therefore hoped the brethren would 
confirm the resolution recognizing the Grand Lodge of Canada, although 
that recognition might be opposed by those who had formerly voted for it: 
and that they would not allow their minutes to bear the record that they had 
refused that recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada which would be ap- 
proved of by every Mason in England. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. Bro. Portal said in reply, that Brother Slight seemed to impugn 
the truth of the statement he had read relative to the resolutions passed by 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. He did not choose to offer any explanation to 
that brother — ^but he considered it due to the G. M. to state that the resolu- 
tions he had read were verified by the signature of Bro. Harington, P. G. M. 
of Canada. 

" Bro. Hinckes admired the ingenuity, but not the moral, of those who 
sought to make the worse the better side. The Canadian brethren refused to 
accept a limited jurisdiction of their Grand Lodge at the hands of the Grand 
Lodge of England — (No. no) — ^and under these circumstances, he considered 
Bro. Portal fully justified, in moving the non-confirniation of the resolution 
giving them that jurisdiction. They had sent to Canada what they considered 
a boon to the brethren there, but the billows of the .\tlanlic had cast it back 
upon them with contempt. With what show of reason, justice or judgment 
could they refuse to rescind a resolution which forced upon their brethren in 
Canada what they had refused to accept? He therefore lioped that, out of a 
proper deference to the feelings of the Grand Lodge of Canada, they would, 
when asked to confirm that resolution, unanimously answer. No. (Cheers 
and laughter.) 

" Bro. Havers said he had heard with more amazement than he could well 
express, the course of proceeding that evening advocated by the brethren at 
the further end of the room. He would venture to lay the whole case, divested 
of verbiage, before Grand Lodge. He never denied, and he would never 
deny, that the Masons of Canada had had to complain of grievous short 
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cominKS upon the part of Grand Lodge; but he would not now stop to inquire 
where lay the blame. The result, however, wa^. that their Canadian brethren 
felt themselves compelled to throw down their allegiance to the Grand Lodge 
of England. In Ihat country, where we had once nearly loo lodges, the great 
majority of them had left our banner. This change naturally created some 
excitement, but so soon as union was restored in Canada, the Grand Lodge 
of England acknowledged and recogni/cd the independence of the Grand 
Lodge of that country. It was now attempted to be shown that the Cana- 
dian brethren refused that recognition, (^n the contrary, they accepted it, 
and thanked Grand L<><lge for the promptitude it had displayed in making 
it U the brethren had been content to wait to spare their taunts upon the 
Executive— until they had heard the corresptitwlence, and looked at the dates 
of that correspondrnrr. they wmild have seen that such was the case 
In that corre>potidenre they pointed to the i.irt that (irand Lodge 
had limited their tnrisdirtion Cirand Lod^r had done so. and had 
done it with its eyes open The (\ina<lian hreihmi now asked Grand 
Lodge for what (jratid Loclgr was most willmt* to grant, namely — to gue 
the greatest possible opporlunily (or the spri ad ot hrreinasonry The> all 
now understood that the juri*.dictif>n wlneli the Ciraiid Lod^e of Canada 
claimed was one extruding tnrr both pro\iiu<^. and it was. leasonable that 
it should have it Out <»i the hundred lodtr's «»t Canada, whieh formerly 
hailed from the (jrand lodge ot Knglan<l. tht-r*' weie only two ( n<3t six) in 
Canada West. an<l only four (not twrKe) in C.oi.id.t last, wlurh now ac- 
knowledged the auih«»rity <»f the Ciiand 1 otU-e «•! I n^l.itul The two prov- 
inces, formerly dividtcl ha*! hem unitctl <iiit «• iSji and were now on^ ter- 
ritory. It was for thesr reasons that tlu- Masons of (\ina<la asked the Grand 
Lodge of Englancl to grant t<» their (ir.md I o'Ivm- \f.iNonie iiiris<lirtion over 
all that country in wlnrh there wer<- imw so i« w Ln'/'i-sh Io<!m-^ He wmild 
now ask the brethren if thev tliouviln it eon«.ts?tiu \\i»li ihe dignity and honor 
of Grand Lodge to maintain a not,un.t! so\trt':v;nt v o\rr a territory in v^hteh 
it had no lodges Thev were all an\p»n> pir tlir wiJ'.irc of Mas»»nrv. t«> sre 
new temples rise tor ihr so|rr>ini Mtion *»t its iiUNtt-rM's, it'^ pnnnples spreail. and 
never to limit it to the n.»rr«»w giountt uimIii the MiriMlivtion oi jnw t)ar- 
ticular Grand Lodge Canncia had sj).»ken. and spoken with a loud voice, 
upon this qtiestmn. :ii^*\ within the la«»t four and twtntv hours ,\ nn'St court- 
eous and fraternal letter ha<l been received hv the \f W (irand Master in)m the 
Grand Lodge oi Canada .isking <ir.»nd I «M|k;r t«i monsHlor this <piestion 
If Bro portal had only all«»\vrd tl'« M W (irand M.ister to state -that in 
that kindness of ferline hv which he w.ts acitiittd to onr Colonial brethren 
he was prepared to renu-dv wh.itever rrmr th- \ h wl f.ill«*n into at ihr last 
meeting of (irand l.ixlue and ci.mt the indrjundint (ii.ind Lodvje of Canada 
a jurisdiction co-exten^ne with the C.in.idian t«'-rH'»r\ the brethren wouiii 
have been spared all the usries* <l'srii^>.ji»n vvlncl: hid t.ikon place (Cheers ) 

" Bro Hearne hrre remarked that the M \\ (ir.md Master had that nik:l'.t 
ruled, that no part i>f the minutes coiiid br sfpaiately contirmed or re'ected; 
and was proceeding to t<»Tin«l some argnnien! upon the rule, when the M \V 
Grand Master inlerpo<r«l and s.nd he had n»-\«T laid down Atw <nch rule 
It he had not be«Mi nn<!er'«tootl he was prrieitK wil'iii:* to st.ite hi^ op';n":i 
over again (So, n«^ > 

" V Iter a few uord> of i-\'d iiMt'»«n ;r«itn I»t» l\r» (i K Poria! m w'.iuli 'n* 
stated his ini'ortTiation wa"» f«Mind<d on a co»nmunic »!j«»n eontatinn^' the rr%i''ii 
ti<»ns passetl .it a me<tiM;.» "i ti.e (ir.iMd I •••i»'i ••! 1 m i«l.i ^vttd hv Bro 
Hanngton. V Pro\ (i M for (JnrK.T :ho M W iir.oul M.i^tn ptit t?M 
amemlment of Bro P«»rta! to the \oi«. ,ii..i iitl.iMd it I^'^t hv a l.»rfcj»- n-. »- 
iority- W announcemrnt which was reccivrd with loiiil cheers" 

While Canon rortaVs nmti m with rei;aifl t<» tho oonfirniatioii of 
tlie minute^; ai ihe PivfinlKT tnci'tint: of iS;S was not oarriccl. \cx the 
<h«icu<si<ni Ird to a recons!<icration h\ tlu* i iian<l NtaNter of I'nijlaiul 
of the ca*ie. as prrsentccl hv tho Cnna«lian !>nthr<*n 
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There can be no doubt that the difficulty that presented itself to 
the Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland, was that if recognition were 
given to the entire territory claimed by Canada, the English lodges 
and brethren who did not affiliate with Canada would be in a very 
awkward position. So that between the March and June meetings, 
the Earl of Zetland and M. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada, were actively employed in arranging 
terms that would not operate unfairly against English lodges and 
brethren in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Canada. Hence 
the famous Zetland- Wilson agreement, which secured for all English 
lodges in Canada the right to work in the jurisdiction, irrespective of 
the authority of the newly-formed Grand Lodge of Canada. There 
is no more interesting report of any meeting of the Grand Lodge of 
England than that of June ist, 1859, as reported in the "Masonic 
Observer" of 20th June, 1859. It reads: 

At the Quarterly Meeting of the Grand Lodge of England held on June 
I St. 1859, the following is reported under the head. 

GRAND LODGE OF CANADA. 

The M. W. Grand Master then said: '" It now becomes my duty to com- 
municate to you the result of the undertaking which you placed in my hands, 
when you unanimously requested me to communicate with the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, for the recognition of the rights of English Masons residing within 
its jurisdiction, and to take such other steps as I thought necessary for main- 
taining the honor and dignity of this Grand Lodge. I have now, with much 
pleasure, to inform you of the result of the communications which have passed 
between us; but in order to prevent any misconception, I thought it bctlci 
to put down in writing the main points of the case; and I will premise, that 
as some of the letters are marked private, I do not think it right or proper 
to lay the whole of the correspondence before you, but to communicate to 
you the result, and assure you that nothing of importance is concealed from 
you." The noble Earl then read as follows: 

" At a meeting of Grand Lodge it was determined that the final arrange- 
ments respecting the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada should be 
left in my hands. I do not think it necessary to take up the time of Grand 
Lodge by reading the whole of the correspondence which has taken place, 
but in communicating its result I anticipate with pleasure the satisfaction 
with which I feel sure Grand Lodge will hear that all the differences hereto- 
fore existing between our brethren in Canada and ourselves are now happily 
terminated. The questions to be considered were: t. The extent of jurisdic- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 2. The position of private lodges and 
individual brethren still holding firm in their allegiance tq the Grand Lodge 
of England. 3. The position of the Provincial Grand Lodges of Montreal 
and Quebec. As regards the extent of jurisdiction to be accorded to the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. I have already expressed an opinion that the Grand 
Lodge of England, actuated by the true spirit of Masonry, would never seek 
to limit its spread to those only who would be subject to its control. 
Believing, under existing circumstances, that union will be restored, that 
Masonry will spread, and its true principles be disseminated far and wide 
through the land, and unwilling on the part of Grand Lodge of England to 
claim a nominal sovereignty over a territory where we have so few and the 
Grand Lodge of Canada so many lodges, I readily consented to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Canada being acknowledged over the whole 
province, a course which I have already expressed my approval of, and which 
I should have been equally ready to recommend in December last, had it 
been understood that application to such effect had been made. The Provinces 
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia still remain subject to the Grand Lodije 
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of England. I felt it my duty to stipulate for the full recognition of all the 
rights and privileges of private lodges and of individual brethren, and this 
has been willingly accorded. I have informed the Grand Lodge of Canada 
that it is not my intention to grant warrants for new lodges in any part of 
Canada The Provincial Grand Lodge of Montreal having virtually ceased 
to exist for several years past, I do not think it desirable, nor shall I take any 
steps to resuscitate it I have directed it to be intimated to the lodges still 
remaining in the Montreal district, that they may. according to their wish, 
be either placed under the Provincial Grand Master of Quebec or may com- 
municate direct with the Grand Lodge of Kngland I have felt it to he my 
duty to stipulate that the rights and privileges of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Quebec shall be fully recogni/ed and respected, inasmuch as that 
Provincial Grand Lodge has existed and held authority from a period long 
anterior to the formation of any Grand Lodge in Canada, and none of its 
lodges have at any period joined, or expressed a desire to join, the (irand 
Lodge of Canada I have claimed, therefore. lh?t the pnxilcge wliirli tlu'v 
have pos«c's<;rd h»r years should still be secured to them. In reply to the 
claim thus put forth, it is urged that I'roviiicial (jrand Lodges are of recent 
origin, and that thrir rights and privileges are ill-defmed. I am glad to 
perceive that though there is an evident dislike, on the part of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, to the existence of a Provincial Grand Lodge within its 
iurisdiction. that the claim I ha\e made is arcc<U*d to. and I rely with full 
confidence nn tlic assurance given me by the Grand Master of Can.Ml.i. ' That 
no one coniin tr<l with his (irand Lo<lge will attempt to interfere with either 
their njihts or pri\i leges, whatever tluy may prove to be.* 1 coiiyraiulate 
Grand Lod^:c on the happy result at length arrived at I must express my 
eratihcatioit at the c<mrteous and fraternal spirit exhibited by the Grand 
Master. an<l s.iv how entirely I reciprcnate thr feeling expressed in the last 
sentence ot hi^ letter dated 2^Ti\ April 1 leel that 1 cannot take leaxe n\ this 
subiect better th.ui by quoting that sentence to (irand Lodj;*^- The Inllowmg 
.nre the \vmt«U nt hi*. letter ad<ire*«se<l to nie ' Vk.iiii 1 thank >«»u. .Mnst 
Worshipful Sir. fnr the kind and fraternal feeling r\inced by your last com- 
munication and indulge in the hope that nothing will here.ifter ocriu to dis- 
turb the h.iriiii>ny and good feeling which I now regard as tirinly e^t.iblished 
between oiir respective jurisdictions ' " His lor<lship cf»ncluded bv saving: " I 
need scanelv .iv>iire (jrand Lodge ot the satisfaction which I feci in sceiUk: 
the matters thus settled, and 1 hope (irand l.odije will mmii with nie in e\ 
)>resMn^ its s.itot.u tion at the result which ha^ taken piace in the arrange 
ineiits of lilts coinplicatrd and embarrassing affair" (("beers » 

lUo kd H.ivers. Prov C, \V . ( )\ioriishire. then said: - M W (irand 
Master and brrtlucn. tlie coinmunic.uion which has lusi been iM.nJe t«> us 
must. I think, be a source of the gre.itest s.msiaction ti» (iiand I od^f That 
communicaTjon will, as a matter of course, come upon the n'-iuite^ of our 
proceedings, but 1 am sure 1 only speak the feelings oi every br«»:lHr present 
when I say. ih.it we should regret to see it placed «»ii tho<e minutes un- 
accompanu'tl by a declaration of our satisiactmn at the able and iutiuii>us 
manner in which thr nei^otiation has been carried out Helievmg that there is 
no question ot Masonic law vshich has been t»verlo<»ked. .ind that tl ere is no 
tact ronnect'd with tlie ne>;otiation which h.is not be< n ilreadv c^en to 
Grand Lotlkje. I trust I shall not be out of order in foundini: «>n vvb.it we have 
nist heard, a nn>ti<m as foll.»vvs- That this (irand I o«lm» ♦•xpr,'^*.,.^ jt^ 
gratification at the happy result wlvch Ins .ittended the l.i'>or< ot tie ii'and 
Master in the *etileineni t»f the recouniti«Mi »»f the (ii.iinl I «»dv:e 01 ('.nada, 
and offers il^ bc't thanks tn the M W <irand Master lor the .ihle and 
nidicious n* iiMier in which he has brought this miponaiit inattef to a suc- 
cessful tennmation (Cheers). 

Pro tlie Kev r, R. Portal s.ml " M W Grauil Xfi-ter and h^ethren. 1 
have great pleasure in secondtni? the motion of Brothei M.iverv I hi re can- 
not, mv lord be tvvo f>pinions ii]»on the stihjvi-t «»i the iii-k:"* .ml'^v wisuh 
have taken place First of all. thev have been con«|ucied with a!i the .l-^rntv 
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and courtesy which we might justly expect from you; and, in the second place. 
there is no right or privilege which we could wish that has not been conceded to 
our brethren in Canada. Having on the one hand regard to the privileges 
of those who still maintain their connection with us, and on the other to the 
concessions made to the Canadian Grand Lodge, we may congratulate our- 
selves on the issue to which your lordship has brought this peculiarl)* delicate 
negotiation." (Cheers.) 

Bro. Sir Lucius Curtis, in putting the resolution, expressed the satisfac- 
tion he felt in doing so. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 



CHAPTER CXXIV. 

Biography of M. W. Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab, Provincial Grand 
Master of the Third Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Upper Canada (1845-57), and Grand Master of the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada (1857). 

While R. W. Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab did not take as deep 
an interest in Craft work as the head of a governing body should have 
done, yet when the circumstances surrounding the state of Masonry in 
1840-45 are considered, it is not surprising that the workers bent on 
having a permanent organization in a revived Grand Lodge were de- 
termined to have a leading citizen as the nominal head of the fra- 
ternity in Canada West. The story of the appointment has been told 
in the history of the revival of the Craft in 1845, while here is given 
the biography of the brother who was the means eventually of 
cementing the union which in 1858 gave Masonry in Canada an im- 
petus never experienced from the day that R. W. Bro. McGilHvray 
opened the Second Provincial Grand Lodge at York- in September 
of 1822. 

AHan Napier MacNab was by birth a Canadian, and was the f;rst 
native born to hold the highest office in the gift of the Craft. His 
grandfather was Captain, afterwards Major, Robert MacNab of the 
42nd Regiment, known as the " Black Watch." who previous to this 
service in the army resided on a property known as Dundurn. at the 
head of Loch Earn in Perthshire. His father, Allan MacNab, entered 
the army in the 7th Regt. of Foot, and was subsequently promoted to 
the Third Regiment of Dragoons. He was attached to the staflf of 
Col. Jno. G. Simcoe and had a commission as lieutenant in the 
cavalry company of the Queen's Rangers, to which Wm. Jarvis 
belonged. During the Revolutionary War, MacNab, who was a 
gallant officer, displayed considerable courage, and before its cli>sc 
had no less than thirteen wounds received in fighting for his country. 
After convalescence he accomnanied Col. Simcoe to Upper Canada a« 
aide-de-camp, and settled at Niagara, where he retired on half-pay and 
lived for some years after the removal of the government from Niagara 
to York. 

About 1800 the family, with their two-year-old son. Allan Napier, 
moved to York, where the father was given a clerkship in the office of 
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William Jarvis, the I'rovincial Secrelary. Shortly afterwards Lieut 
MacN'ab was appointed Sergeant -at -Arms of the House »tf Assembly, 
a position which he held for many years. 

Allan MacNab's kinsman, the Laird of MacNab. and chief of that 
clan, emigrated to Upper Canada and settled on the Ottawa River. He 
w.i^ a man noted for peculiarities. He frequently paid a visit to his 
kinsman at Vork, and, as he wore the Hi^^hland dress, he received 
nii^rc tli:in ordinary notice from the few hundred inhabitants of the 




'-nl-S linif io«n. His presence in the church of St. J.mu-s. whuii 
h- .i:«.i\- ;tUenilcd when in York, was an event th.nt ;;avc ilif >cr%iic 
.III .i.iiliiii.iial interi-.t. and when lie tnidRed down Kin;* street east to 
ill. ,-lniiI»).irc!.-d Mrnctiire f>f the MacN'ali's. which still stands much as 
it djil in the ilays of 1S.10. he was followed by an admirinc t.iMiic 

irv i> ti'ld "f the I-iird's vi-it to the Court of Kini:-; IVnch at 
!-■ rni.-ie.l ihi- conn wcarul^; his Highland l.onn.t. ntid when 
. ■ !(T.-.I I.v Tlu- SlicrifT to nncnver. be brns.pielv replir.I tii.u " Th-- 
M.i.Aab of MacN'ab dofTs his bonnet to no man" 



\-;l 
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Allan Napier MaicNab, with whom we are more particularly in- 
terested, was educated at the. iiome District School in York — an in- 
stitution which in later days developed into the famous *' blue school " 
of College Square, north of St. James' Cathedral. He was there from 
about 1^7 until 1813, and in that year, after the surrender of the 
town, both father and son accompanied the retreating forces to 
Kingston. Sir Roger Sheaffe was young MacNab's friend, and at 
Kingston secured for him a midshipman's berth on Commodore Yco's 
ship — '* The Wolfe." After some years he left the naval branch of 
the service and joined the looth Regiment as a volunteer, under Col. 
Murray. After the burning of Newark, it was decided to capture the 
American Fort at Niagara, and Allan N. MacNab was one of the 
storming party, and for his gallantry was awarded an ensigncy in the 
49th Regt, of Foot. He took part in the attack on Buf!alo, under 
General Riall, and then joined his regiment at Montreal. He was en- 
gaged in the siege of Plattsburg on the Saranac River, near the mouth 
of Lake Champlain, and was in the fiercest part of the fight. He was so 
disgusted with General Prevost's Council that, it is said, he broke the 
blade of his sword in two, vowing that he would never fight ag^ain 
under such a leader. 

After the war he was placed on half-pay, returned to York, w here 
he became an articled clerk in the law office of the Attorney-General 
of the Province. In 1825 he married Miss Brooke, a daughter of 
Lieut. Daniel Brooke, of York, by whom he had a son and daughter. 
He was called to the bar in 1826 and entered upon the practice of hii> 
profession at Hamilton, and in 1830 represented the County of \\ eni- 
worth in the Legislative Assembly. 

In 1837 he was elected Speaker of the Assembly and retained tliat 
position until the union of the Provinces in 184 1. In the rebellion ot 
1837 he assembled the " men of Gore," and in the York, Niagara and 
London Districts, helped to stamp out the fires of rebellion. Kittrr 
this civil war he was knighted. He continued his law work at 
Hamilton, was made a Q.C., and also represented the city in the 
Parliament of the provinces up to 1857. He was Speaker of the 
House from November, 1844, to February, 1848, and after an extend- 
ed political career he resigned his seat on account of ill-heahh 
in October, 1857. He resided in England from 1859, and in the spring 
of i860 returned to Canada, when he was returned as member for the 
Western Division in the House of Commons. While in Enc^land he 
had been consulted by the Home Government on the subject of 
colonial defences, and after his return to Canada received the honorary 
rank of Colonel in the British Army and honorary aide-de-camp to 
the Queen. In 1862 he was chosen as the first Speaker of the Lei^s- 
lative Council, but after the first season he returned to HannUnn in 
ill-health and died in August, 1862. 

His son, by his first wife, died in 18-^4, and a daughter, bv this 
wife, married Asst. Commissary General Davenport. His second 
wife was Mary Stuart, eldest daughter of the sheriff of the Johnstown 
district, by whom he had two daughters, the elder of whom marrir.^ 
Viscount Bury, afterwards the Earl of Albemarle, and the younger. 
Sir Dominick Daly. 

Sir Allan's death and burial formed a ireneral topic of discn^ision in 
Canada for many weeks after his bodv had been committed to thr 
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grave. He had been an Anj;lican, and was believed lo be a 
firm adherent and member of that communion imtil the hour oi 
his death. But Mrs. MacNab, his brother's widt)w. was a 
Roman CathoHc« and during the knight's last monu*nt> pctnuiicd 
the presence of a Kcmiish Bishop, who, while Sir Mian was 
insensible, administered baptism, confirmation and extrrnie unction 
as provided for in the ceremonial and liturgy «>f liu- Kutnan 
Catholic Church. The first intimation of this act came fnun ilic Kcv. 
Mr. Geddes of Hamilton, on the Sunday following the .KaU* In a 
brief address he said that Sir Allan was dead, that for t\\eiii\ seven 
years he had worshipf)etl with that conjjregation and that a irw 
weeks before he had partaken of the Lord's Supper with other turiii- 
brrs of the congregation and was present in his seat in ihc church the 
Sunday before that on which he died. The reverend gcnilcir.au al^o 
said that on Thursday he had called at Dundurn and had made three 
successive but inefTectual attemjits to see Sir Allan, that on Iridav 
morning, on calling, he had been told that Sir Allan ha<l ntiomuni 
the .Anglican faith, had beccmie a f>i<)us Catholic and had htMii rcccucd 
into the bosom of the Roman Catholic Church. l*or the ^aii-ia* ti'»n 
of his frii-nds and the communilv Mr. (it'diUs drclan-il tliat «» • I ihla> 
tnoruing in the presence of creclible uitnesses Sir .\llau lunl -»lcnm!\ 
t'\prcs5ie<l his desire to die in the j)tjre faith of the ( hnrch ««t I .i"^'.an<l. 
but that ajiparently other influences had been at u«nK. .m«' '".e had 
been notified that he would noi be permitted to nttiriatt- at *r^ *^i.i\<' 
of his parishioner and friend 

1 hf«ie statements create*! coiisternalioii aiiicmj^st tin cod^ . ^.ri.-n 
Thi*^ alleged conversion of Sir Mian is said to ha\e \n'K u l,;..;.^ t ,•.!»■ »ip 
by the lutluence nt Mrs. .\Ic\ab. the widow of hi^ limjiui. . . . i..i,! 
taken chaise of his household alter the death of hi^ wi:*^* \u 1 ^ jo ain! 
who, as already stated, was a zealous member of the Koiu.i" < .i:'.-.!-. 
I'hiirch. It was not believed at the time that Sir V'ian t\ti » • -. •.•nl 
to receive the ministrations ol the Roniati ('athohc chii^v ri-:««.: it 
has aKva>s been allet.'e<l that uhen the rites of th.it cIv.itcj: •..'• '■cm.i: 
administered he was t(»tally unconscious of what u.is i,i'.vi:»- • .|. i .it;il 
the entire Pnnestant connnunity of the oountr\ righ'U r.ji.. t- t'.c c.'ii- 
cliision that the ceremonv had been a mocker\ ' •:. •!•• • ' .r i.a- ' 
his sister-in law an<l the Romaii ( atholic c!er^\ iii-^-^'-d tr ,• 'I'^nt'i^ 
btfoie his death, wheti in perKct health. Sir \llaii li.i-i p!..'!.;-t.: • 
join the Roman Catholic Church, and that when \hr v'i.-rn".er.»x ..? 
that church had been administered he was in full p^.^xe-^^i ^n ••! n". l;i* 
faculties and conscious of what was taking place riux .vi'v .li.l n.»t 
however. C(»nvince the public. 

'1 he will of the late knii:ht ha<l name<l Mr T C Srie. t .in-l Mrs 
MacXah as executor and executrix respectivelv 1 h« ••»•: •• i .lrv:i'.»«i 
t«» act. and. ci»nse<|uefUlv. the latltr was left to ht r ..w n <!• \ • • - N''^ 
MacN'.ib announced hei desire thai her late brothfr v» nw -• ^•' .' ^ • 
^nriefj according to the rites of the Roman Cathohc i'inirci; :>r' , .1- 
shr conl^l lecnlix claim f><>ss<'ssion of the cotVm. she c " 'I '!::«c» w'at- 
<*v<T Imrial she ihenuil proper I lading nun «»i !mi:^ -i.'« ^ • • :•.»'••• - 
had assembled in the hall at T>unduni, awaiting the fn* ^la* -e'xc^s 

hut when thev In artl tliat the Lite knii^dit was i«i l.t ' ' .■ . . .- -.-ij 

to the form of the Ri»mnn Catholic Ouirch. ne.irlv .1!' U'*? *^ i ^v.'icr* 
amnntr tin m beit'.i: the Chi«i Instlce. the Chance l!«»r ,>t *'••;■♦ r Crv.«'..i 
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the Hon. John Heward Cameron, and many others. The sisters of the 
deceased baronet and their friends, who did not agree with the wishes 
of the executrix, were powerless, and the general public showed their 
view of the situation by declining to follow the remains to the Roman 
Catholic burial ground. 

Sir Allan N. MacNab's Masonic career was unimportant in that 
his selection for the position of Provincial Grand Master was due to 
the fact that he was a man of affairs, prominent in social and political 
circles, and one whose name would carry with it that influence and 
effect necessary to an organization, which in those days had a 
hard struggle to reach a vantage ground from which it could not 
be dislodged. 

Sir Allan was made a Mason in St. Andrew's lodge. No. i. 
Toronto, on the 14th Dec'r., 1841. The minutes of the lodge for that 
date read that " Sir Allan Napier MacNab was then admitted and 
initiated in the first degree." He received his second or I'ellow Craft 
degree in Barton lodge, Hamilton, on the 12th Jan'y, 1842. There is, 
however, no record of his affiliation with Barton lodge. The minutes 
of this meeting are meagre. The date, names of officers, members and 
visitors are given, and a list of six brethren, which included " Br. Sir 
A. N. MacNab," who " was passed to the second degree, ' ana the line 
following reads: "Sir A. N. MacXab pd. lo/o." On the 29th Dec., 
1842, " Br. MacNab was raised to the sublime degree of a Master 
Mason." The original register of members of St. Andrew's lodge, then 
No. I, now No. 16, was burned in the great fire of January, 1895, on 
Yonge, Melinda and Jordan streets. The Secretary had his place of 
business in one of the buildings and brought there from the lodc^e 
room the original register. When this fire occurred the most valued 
MS. record of St. Andrew's lodge was destroyed. 

In 1885, a history of St. Andrew's lodge had been prepared and 
printed, and with it a register of the members, from 1822-85, In this 
register, on page 60, and No. 160 on the list, is the entry: 160 d., Mac- 
Nab, Sir Allan Napier, initiated Dec. 14, '42." The letter " d '* signi- 
fies that the brother is dead. This, however^, is clearly a typographical 
error, for as has been stated, there is an undoubted record of Sir 
Allan's initiation on 14th Dec'r, 1841, and of his passing on the 12th 
January, 1842. 

Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab did not visit St. Andrew's lodge 
again until '* St. John's day, June 24th, 1844," when the lodge 
met at eleven a.m. and attended Divine Service. The next 
occasion was the 6th August, 1845, when * Br. Sir A. N. MacNab, 
P. G. M.," was present. His name is also given in the minutes of 3rd 
December, 1845, when he was appointed one of a committee to make 
arrangements in connection with the celebration of the Festival of St 
John in that month. Tlie R. W. Brother's name does not a^ain appear 
in the minutes of his mother lodg^e. 

It was not a matter of surprise that Sir Allan should have desired 
admission to the Craft, as his personal friends in Hamilton were all 
members of the fraternity. 

Others who filled pi^sitions in the Craft from 1702-1845 have 
had their acts reviewed. Some of tlicse men lacked manv of the 
elements which should be possessed by all who are called to nile. 
Others were men of mark and justlv earned the tribute due to those 
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whoso acts as citizens and skill as craftsmen entitle them to the life- 
Ion jj^ respect of the C raft. One may adopt a middle course in dealing 
uilh the Masonic life of Hro. Sir Allan MacXah. 

When only a l*'ellow Craft in the summer of 1842 he visited 
Scotland and took part in a Masonic function when tlie foundation 
stone of Victoria llall, a building for the use of the (ieneral Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, was laid on the 3rd Sept.. 1842. It was 
while on this visit to K<linburgh that he received on the ist August, 
1842. a patent as the IVovincial (irand Master in Canada for the 
Scottish (irand Lodge. 

Sir Allan returned to Canada in the autumn ot 1842. He gave 
no intimation of the honor conferred upon him, and for some years 
the Craftsmen of Hamilton were not aware that as a Master Mason, he 
had become a full-fledged IVovincial (irand Master. 

Sir Allan, however, was not satisfied with his Scotch apiKunt* 
ment. While it was an honorable one it did not carry weight with 
the Canadian Craft, who generally owed allegiance to the (irand 
Lodge of England. So in the summer of 1844. when he paid 
a visit to England, he interviewed prominent friends in the Cnited 
(irand Lodge, and so placed the case before them that on the 28th 
August, 1844, he received the ad<litional honor of appointment as 
District (irand Master for I'lngland of the l*r4>\incial or District 
Cirand Lodge of Canada West. The knight returned to Canada in 
the autumn of 1844. and. as of his first, so of this new appointment, 
nothing was said by him to an\one. 

On the 13th May. 1845. St. AndrcxNs loili^'o rt>olvcd that it 
would communicate with the lo<lges o! Canada \\\>t. aiul, through 
their W. M.. W. Bro. T. (i. Ki«lout. uho ua»i vi>itin^ l-ji^laiul, solicit 
the formation of another Provincial (iraiul Lo«li^'i\ and that it wouKl 
recommend to England his appointment as its Trovnuial (irand 
Master. 

At an emergent meeting t>f Itarton liHl^^f. Ilainihnn. callr<l lor 
the 17th May. 1845. for the hisl time since he liad bcin made a .Master 
Mason. Sir Allan was present. It could easil\ ho si en \\li> the gallant 
knight had considered it advisa!)le {a attend the nieetnig. St Aiulreu's 
Uxlge had invoked the aid ot l»arton and ollur lodtjes ni connection 
with the appointment ot r»ro. Kidout. The nieiiinnal had l)eeii 
submitted to the otlicers ol r>arton Kulj^e ami diseiiN«»e<l The 
n^atter came to the knt»wledi:e of Sir Ail.ui, who s,ui| that he 
would make a statement at an emergenc>, which was {a be caliid 
on the evening of the 17th. Twent) leading members were present 
The lodge was opened b\ W l^ro. r»easle\ " in the third dt^iee, * and 
then, as the mimites state: 

"The lod^c \^."is callf<l l»y nttirr oi the W M. t»» t.»ki' it)ii» c«'nsi«Irr.iti<'n 
.1 conuniinirution rfcri\o<I ir«Mj» ^•^ Aiulro\\'< I.oilijc. [••r-mt-*. Ho'uittim: «»tn 
Uwim' lo co-<n>cratc wiili tijun in iMiitHnitni^ tli« (i L <•• I •.»: mi i«» .ipp •• 11 
Hr T. (i knl«»iii. tluMf \\ M. I'lovinci.il G M o! a iji inl I."«I.:.- •.»', il-.s 
provinro. 

*• Our Hik-lu Worshipiul It'.-tlui Sir \ N M.i« \' •>♦ 1> -v Mi. i»'i..|<i. r<! il-.c 
\Varr.iiU. rni|M»w«rin^ Irm t.» toiucnr .in«l h«<M .« r'<». I'.v ' <• I '»•!;:<• it 
was ni..\tMl 1>\ r>r !( K itK^iVN .tp<i sri.Mnii.l »»\ H*- K «» Uivwin Ami 
t:iiaTijrTi«Mi>ly carnr<l: 
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" Resolved — That the Secretary be instructed to communicate to St. An- 
drew's Lodge, Toronto, that our worthy and Rt. Worshipful Br. Sir A. N. 
Mac Nab, having been appointed by the Grand Lodge of England to the 
office of Provincial Grand Master of Canada West, and our said Rt. Wor- 
shipful Brother, having in consultation with this lodge, accepted the said 
appointment, and the charter, bearing date the 28th August, A.L. 52S44, 
conferring the said appointment, having been received by him, this lodge, 
taking into consideration the respect in which they hold the Rt. W. the G. L. 
of England and their acts, as well as the fitness and capacity of our said Rt 
W. Brother for the said office, cannot with propriety, if they felt so dis- 
posed, second the cause proposed by our brethren of St. Andrew's lodge 
And that the W. M. of St. Andrew's lodge be respectfully requested to com- 
municate this information to all the lodges in Canada West to whom his 
lodge communicated the resolution sent to this lodge, with the least possible 
delay, in order to prevent any misunderstanding among the Craft." 

Sir Allan had prior to the meeting stated to Bro. C. H. Webster 
and Bro. Beasley, that he had a warrant from England as Provin- 
cial Grand Master, and that it had been issued in 1844. Tl^is was 
news to these brethren, and it was a matter of general surprise to those 
assembled, when after the meeting had been opened Sir Allan produced 
his warrant of appointment from England, and also, although this is 
not recorded in the minutes, displayed an earlier warrant from the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

- The entire proceedings can best be given by the recital of an 
interview with W. Bro. C. H. Webster, the only one of the twenty 
brethren who assembled on the 17th May, 1845. alive in 1895. ^''^- 
Webster says: 

" We knew nothing of the Scotch and EngHsh warrants in Ham- 
ilton until the memorial came up from Toror.to for Bro. Ridout. 
On that day 1 had a talk with Sir Allan, who was then pretty active 
and in town daily. I told him of the Toronto proposal, whereupon 
he quickly said: ' Tm the Provincial Grand Master of England in 
Canada, and Tve the appointment out at Dundurn yet, and I also 
hold the same office in Canada under the Grand Lodge of Scotland/ 
I admit that I was surprised. I had heard that Sir Allan when in 
Scotland had taken part in a Masonic demonstration in connection 
with the laying of a foundation stone in September, 1842, but never 
dreamed that seven months after he had been made a Fellow Craft 
and five before he was an M. M. he would be Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter. I immediately told Bro. Beasley and he was more than surprised. 
Next day, the i6th, the day before the meeting — Sir Allan came into 
my shop and produced to me his Scotch warrant, dated the ist 
August, 1842, and his English warrant of the 28th August. 1844. 
This settled the matter. I saw that Sir Allan held the ground and 
could do as he pleased, for. said he, ' I can open a Provincial Grand 
Lodge under England or Scotland.* There was no doubt that he 
could, so Bro. Beasley determined to call an emergency for the next 
evening. Word was passed around and we had about twentv or 
thereabouts of the members present. Sir Allan was there, and the 
minutes tell exactly what was done. Bro. Ridout saw that the To- 
ronto brethren had been cut out, that the whole affair had been ar- 
ranged, very probably by Sir Allan himself when he was in the old 
country in 1842 and 1844. In 1845, after the Provincial Grand Lodge 
was formed. Sir Allan paid a visit to England and .<;aw the Grand 
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Lodge (Ki iilo ill Linnliiii. lldwevci, I!ro, Ki<lout finally agreed Hi ati 
as Deputy i'ruviini.il ( iraml Master. If ! rcnicmlicr ariglil l-m. 
Riduul ui'iii oviT U) i%n^ian(l a li-w days after the Hamilton nu'ctiiig 
of the i7tli May, aii<l saw the (iraiui Sivrelary and. if I mistake not, 
the (iraiKl Masur of l-lnRland." 

h is <l<ml)lliil ulicthcr tlio gallant knight ever had any direct 
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to the Other without submitting himself to unfavorable criticism, for- 
getting that all the experience he possessed would not serve where 
the very alphabet of wtiat he had to do was an unknown quantity. 

His acceptance of office from Scotland seven months after bcmR 
made a F, C. and the absolute silence preserved concerning the 
appointment in Canada signify that Sir Allan must have been con- 
scious that his ambition had led him into a part that he could not 
play even as a novitiate. His willingness to wear the regalia of the 
Provincial Grand Master of England in Canada was additional evi- 
dence that he did not object to being covered with honors, llic 
reticence displayed concerning the second appointment did noi 
strengthen his influence when it became known that one of the best 
workers in the Craft had been displaced by the over-weaning ambi- 
tion of a brother, who had only been three times in a lod^e in Canada 
previous to his appointment as Provincial Grand Master under 
England. 

Even in Hamilton the Craft was dissatisfied with the appoint- 
ment. While it recognized the honor paid to a fellow townsman, the 
knowledge that the appointment had been given to a brother who had 
no claim but that of political distinction dampened the enthusiasm. 
In fact, it was freely stated that W. Bro. Ridout's nomination would 
have been greatly preferred. 

The truth is that the distinguished politician was content to ac- 
cept all the honors that could be thrust i\pon him, and, so long as he 
could carry in his pocket the parchments with the great seals of 
the Grand Lodge of England and Scotland affixed thereon, he was 
willing to allow others to do the work while he possessed the glory of 
holding the position. 

On the other hand, he felt somewhat of the responsibility, and 
from the 1 7th of May until the date of the opening of the Third' Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge in August, he had many interviews with Bros. 
Beasley, Webster and Bull as to the procedure necessary to start 
the Provincial body on its journey of usefulness. 

Sir Allan was naturally a kindly, though brusque, specimen of a 
clansman. He was well disposed towards his fellowmen and popular 
with all classes. His name in Hamilton was as a household word. 
Sir Allan knew everyone and everyone knew Sir Allan. His familiar 
form, clad frequently in a suit of Canadian grey cloth, especially in 
the autumn, was known as well in Toronto as in the city where he 
lived. He took the world easily and his night's rest was never dis- 
turbed, even if he had not as much of material wealth as he thought 
he was entitled to. He had a streak of good humor in his nature. 
enjoyed a hearty laugh and, if ruffled for a moment with anything 
that did not go as he wanted, he had the happy faculty of forgetting 
and, to a certain extent, of forgiving. 

After the meeting of 17th May, 1845, Sir Allan was present at 
the Festival of St. John, on the 24th June, and on the 6th August, 
1845, when an emergency was called to make arrangements for re- 
ceiving the members of the new Provincial Grand Lodge, which «wa5 
to be formed, and again on the 17th December at an emergent meet- 
ing of Barton Lodge. 

On the 9th August, 1845, the Third Provincial Grand Lodge 
was organized at Hamilton, under the registry of England, with Sir 
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Allan N. MacXab in the chair. This was the only meeting of 
the l*rovincial (irand LoclRe that he attended until the 151I1 Juno, 
1848, when Grand Lodge met at Hamilton. In NovemJKT of 
1850 he was with the brethren at Toronto, and at the senu-annual 
meeting in Kingston in 1854, and again at Toronto in September. 
1857. when the Trovincial (jrand Lcxli^'e under Kngland was dis- 
solved and the * .\ncient (irand Lodge of Canada." formed, and linalh 
he was present at the union on 14th July, 1858. when the .\ncient 
Grand Lo<lge and the (irand Lodge of (anatla were united in the 
present (irand l^)dge of Canada. 

1 his act elosfd his Masonic carter a term of sixteen \ears. 
uhich was full of vicissitudes in Canadian Craft government. \\ Inle 
it is adnnlted that his position in the Craft was nominal. an<l that it> 
exigencies irerhaps held him from the performance of man> Masoinc 
duties to winch he would otherwise have attende<I. it must not Im* 
overl<H>ked that his place in fxilitical and social circles gave Ui the 
Craft a revive<l po«;ition in the country, a |)ositi<m which lia<l not 
until then been regained fnmi the da\s of the Morgan troublr 

An inci<lent which cu'curred prior to the opening of the Pro- 
vincial bo<ly furnishes food for the assertion that the ne\\l> a])pnint«d 
Provincial Grand Master thought more of his parchment than ot »!■<' 
responsilnlitie^ entailecl by his obligaiinn. W. liros. Prancis Kich.r^l- 
son. the W M. of St. Andrew's Indgi-, \<). i; S. \\. ( ampbe!!. W'ir. 
Campbell, I) McLean, diaries L\ues. Richanl Watson, A. lloJwrH 
and Dr. Arthur lUirnside had gone to llanulton to be presriu .-t lii.- 
reorganization of the Provincial bo<h . and to assist W. I*ro Kii hard- 
scn, as the W. .\1. of the senior lod-^e of tlie juriMiiciion, in the ui^t.i*.- 
latit.n of the new I*rovincial (irand Master. 

The repress*ntatives of the Kwli^es had a<s<»!nbbd in the Ma-oni' 
Hall, awaiting the arrival of Sir Allan, who soon mad«» hi< appear.iiv e 
in companv with some of the llanulton brethren \\ . r»ro. Ivichard 
s<»n. shaking hamls with the knight. state<l that prior to takmi; tlic 
chair he wt>uld require to be obligate<l. investe<l and nisialltd n-to 
office, but to this propo'-al Sir Mian testilv obiectv'd. saxmi:* " I hr a« 
ceptance of this parchmeiu. r»ro. Richardson (prodncui;^ h\^ Injj- 
li>h paltnt). is mv obligation- mv warrant is sut^cit-nt, and I rcs-i:*' 
n(» further installation.*' To this P.ro. Richardson replied ** Sir Mian. 
\o\i are mistaken in your view Vou are a Provincial <irantl Ma^ttr 
aii<l must be obligated. Even if von were (irand .Ma^!«r «>! a s«»vir- 
eign bodv an obligation wouhl be re<piired of you/' * W ell,** ^^aitl >ir 
.Allan, "if I desire 1 can open a Provincial t irai'.d L«>di:e un 1« r 
Scotland in Canada and y<ni could not (luestion m\ authont\. for 
T ho!»l here my Si'otch patent as Provincial Master, and have In Id 
it -since 1S4J/* 

riu' pn <!»u'tion of lbi«- Scotch parchment was a snrpiiso lo a'l 
\* W P.ro (ornelius W'ebsttT. of Hamilt«)n. siatrs '-Mt t!ie i»p» 
duct ion of the patent from Scotland was a great snrprivc to P.ro 
Richardson and others who were present. 

\V. p.ro Richardson, however, was finn. and insisted, on bfha!! 
of hin^srlf anil the Toronto Craft, that "without your o'.!i.;aiion. 
Sir Mian we cannot acknowle<k'e \'i*u as Provincial i irand Ma^li^r." 

.^ir Mian discu<»;e«l the inatt«T for a few moments with x^^f" 
Hamilton brethren, all of whcjiu ]>ointe<l out the ab>ohite correctnt*-^ 
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of the position taken by Bro. Richardson, and in his brusque Scotch 
manner finally said : '* I suppose you're right, Bro. Richardson. 
You'll have your own way." The obligation was then administered 
and Sir Allan was duly installed. 

With the union of the Grand Lodges Bro. Sir Allan Napier 
MacNab passed out of Craft life. He was never known to enter a 
lodge after the 14th July, 1858. 



CHAPTER CXXV. 

Biography of R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, 1845-58, Honorary Grand Mas- 
ter Grand Lodge of Canada, 1858. 

Prominent amongst the names of those who had an active and 
consecutive interest in the Craft life from 1792- 1861 were Bro. Thomas 
Ridout, of Niagara, 1792-96, and York (Toronto), 1797- 1829, and 
his son, R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, 1823-61. 

The Hon. Thomas Ridout, the father, was an Englishman, born 
in Sherbourne, Dorsetshire. He emigrated to America in 1774 and 
II elder brother in Maryland until 1787. In that year he 
journeyed to the western states, was captured by an Indian tribe, and 
after months of captivity reached Detroit, then garrisoned by the 53rd 
regiment. He accompanied the regiment from Detroit to Montreal, 
and remained there for some time. In 1789 he married Mary Camp- 
bell, daughter of Alexander Campbell, a United Empire Loyalist, on 
the Bay of Quinte, and afterwards he received an appointment in the 
commissariat department, and took up his residence at Newark, now 
Niagara. 

In 1793 he left the commissary department and entered the Sur- 
veyor-General's Office, when the Hon. D. W. Smith was the Sur- 
veyor-General, and in 1794 he held the position of Sergeant-at--\rm> 
of the first House of Assembly. He was made a Mason in either the 
Provincial Grand Master's Lodge, at Niagara, or in No. 2, and was 
an intimate friend of R. W. Bro. Jarvis, the Secretary of the Pro- 
vince and the Provincial Grand Master, 1792- 181 7. 

In 1796 Bro. Thos. Ridout and his family removed to York, and 
amongst many appointments he held the office of Clerk of the Peace 
for the Home District, and was acting Surveyor-General with Mr. 
Chewett from 1799-1805. and with Mr. Wyatt, 1805-1810, and in the 
latter year he was Surveyor-General of Upper Canada. In 1812 he 
was a member of the Legislature for the West Riding of York, and in 
1824 he was called to the Legislative Council of Upper Canada. 

In 1822 Bro. Ridout was present at the meeting of the reorgan- 
ized Provincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. McGillivray. and at 
that meeting, with nine others, applied for a dispensation for St. 
Andrew's Lodge, No. i, York (Toronto). He was the first Senior 
Warden. Sir Wm, Campbell being the W. M. Bro. Thos. Ridout 
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ntvtT reached the W. M/s chair. lie nuKhl have been tlie first Mas- 
ter of tlie 1<k1kc, hut generously gave way to IJro. Sir W illiain (ainj)- 
hell, wlin was then a judge and a prominent citizen. Uro, Thos. 
l<i<loul (h'i<l at York in 1829. 

R. \\*. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout was born near Sorel, Lower 
Canada, on the loth (October, 1792, and was the second son of Thomas 
Ridout. In June, 1793, Mrs. Ridout, with her sons, George and 
Th(m)as Ciibbs. joined her husband at Newark, now Niagara-on-t he- 
Lake In I7</) the family removed to York, now Toronto, and fo 
may be counted an:ongst the earliest inhabitants of that place. In 
the ratlier stern surroundings of the pioneers of this country, the 
young Kidouts \\«Tr Ijrnught up. and Thomas Gibbs early displascd 
an industry and capacity for work which distinguislied him through life. 

In 1806 he was sent to the famous sclux)! at C'omwall. where, 
under tlie direction of Dr. Strachan. he pursued his studies with dili- 
gence. More fKTsevering than brilliant he laid a solid foundation 
of knowledge that was of the greatest use to him in his after career. 
In 181 1 he went to England on a visit to his father's relatives, mean- 
ing to fit himself for a mercantile life, and received an appointment 
in a firm oi lumber merchants having establishnients in <Jnebee an<l 
London. It was intended that he should be stationed at Tort .\eiii, 
Ouebec, but the breaking out of the war of 1812 disarranged all his 
plans and altered his future. On his return to Canada m 181 2 he 
volunteered for service, and received a heutenant'.s coiiimiN*-u>n in the 
York militia. S<H)n after, for his aptitude for the posit it)n. he was 
placed in the commissariat. Although onlv twenty >ears of age he 
ha<l rapiil prcmiotion, and in 181 3 was ap|H)inte<l Deputx .X^sisi.mt 
(*<Mnmissary-(jeneral. which position he held until 1820. ul.en lu re 
tired on half-pay. In 1821 he was offered a pernjanent fM»vi in the 
service, but declined as he had then turned his attention to baiiknii:. 
and was aiding in the organization of the Iiank of Tpper ( an.id.i. 
In 1822 he visited New York and Boston, to stud\ the .Nn-eru.m 
system of banking, and on his return to York was ai>iH>ime<l cashier 
or manager. 

He entered the bank when the subscribed sum of £i.).oik) p^r- 
mitted it to do business in an undeveloiK»d an<l almost xmknown 
country. Its headquarters were in the small village of York, number- 
ing some three or four thousand inhabitants. The head <»t*t'ce \\a^ 
in a «tone building, which still stands (l8<)<>) on the souih-eavt corner 
of King and Frederick streets. The influence of this inoneer )»ank 
materially aided the prosperity of the province, an*! altlu>ui:h clon.is 
gaihere<l around its closing days, it will be remembered as an invtun 
tion tlat contributed to the development of Ipper 1 ana* la 

r.ro Thomas Gibbs Ridout was the fir^i President mi' tic 
Mechanics' Institute, Toronto. n<nv the Public LibTar> . ami wa*- a!^o 
rroidcnt of the St. .\ndrew*s Society, and as ♦.uch uelcot.M«l Loiil 
F.lgin on his visit to Toronto in l84(). 

1\y<> Ridout was proposed for initiation in Ft. Andrew*^ l^<l.:e. 
No I, Y««rk. on the JJih Incember. 1822, his appluation Ikp-i: iLiml 
iSth December, 1822. and emiorsrd b\ R \V. iWo lanu^ 1 i*'.-;!. 
bon Ills bmther. ( ieorge Ri<lout, was pri»p<)ved at tin >.i!r.c 
time, but 
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•• nn account of the absence of four of tlic mcnil»crs tl»c ballotniK i<>r 
thf Mf*sr^ Hidout was postponed, and brethren |>ropnsid attcmlmg aii 
cmerKcncy fc r that purpose if re<4uircd by the W. M." 

Al the meeting held on the igtii Fcl)riiar\ . iSj^. 

"The petitions of Ntcssrs. GcofRe and Thomas Uidont wm- •»ri!tti-d to 
lay over until the conclusiiin of the IVo\ mcial I'arhiimnt. tmltss tlic W 
M. sh< u!d find it ncces«ary to a^^emtilo a h)d>^«* wi |'.:»iirkMM» \ prr\iii\iv to 
that time " 

The ballot was taken at an enier^cnt nuiliii;^ luld on Witliu-s- 
day. iJth March. 1H23. atui " passctl in their favor uiiaiM:nonsl\ .** 

At the fourth regular meelinjj of tiu- lo<l^i* on iMli Match. iHjv 
the brothers Kidout were initiated, atui on the j\^\ Xpril wtrt- |)aNM*<l 
to thf *iCLond de^rtc. and on the 2Jnd ^ )cl(jbrr,. iSj^. !>oth bntlireii 
were raised to the third degree. 

Mro. Thos. (i. Kidout was deeply uiteiesteil in ilu- vxoik tii ilie 
kxl^e. and after its revival in 1H40-1 he was elected W M.. a^ain in 
1H4S and in 1851. In 1844-45 ''*^ name wa> iret|uenil\ niei iinie<l in 
cornecti(jn with the projosed revnal of ilie i tan ami the ottue ot 
Provincial (irand Master for Canada West. 

IJrt>. Kidout was held in liii^h esttein b\ his iil'.)\\ oa'tsiiun. 
On tlie /ih Xoveniber. 184J. 62 n*eir.l)er> oi the i«M't:» ap«l a Urt^e 
mniiber of visitors, assembled for the pnrposi- of pi* M-ntiii'^ Inni witli a 
piece of plate as a latii^ible uroof of tin ir r« j^.ird .it t!i< i 1ms<' of hi«» 
second vear in the chair of his Icxl^e. 

The chair was occupied by W. I'l** Mc( liiu W \! v\i:h Kev. 
Rro, l)r. I»ethmu\ ailerwariK l*ish«»p lUthniH. on liiv iiv:!)i iWo. 
I»ethiine had been elected some \tais bel«»re. ,ilHn:t \S\<, as tiu Pro- 
vincial ( iranc' C haplam. The lion James \ Ma^.miax. aitirwauN 
( hief Justice Macaulay. was Seni«>r Warden, .md ilu l*. «';::«• rtH>m liad 
within it that inj^hl iiearK all the Kadim: nun «>i l.n.nu.i. iPv hidm:^ 
Hro. Sir Allan X. MacXal). whi> h.id been miiiat«d im 1 't nuber. 1S41 

At the ineetitig of 3rd Ma\, iSif. St. Xndr^w s l.<.'lv'e. whuli 
had taken a prt>mim lU }\irt in tlie re Mf.'.nn -a!-. ••» i»' Masumx, and 
the propose<l revival of the Thirtl rri»\iiicial ^iiat^l L- «lt:e. t\'isH- d 
a resohri<Mi to the effect "that the ^Ciiet.nv be «i:ei:i.i to writ- to 
the several Lodj^es now in operation in C an.ida Wtt. i . i' u r p th •:>! 
that W' M. Kulout is alnKit to mineed l«i l* iiuIjih'. .p-! tMt he will 
be in commimication with the (iraiiil Lo<l^e. Ilia! w is the mt<inion 
of this l,o<l^e to sohcit the appointment ni a lVt>\inv la! <iran<l L'xli^e. 
and that St. Antlrew**; Lcnlije will recov.imer<l tie ai»'.»«'mlmeni «il 
Hro. T. <i. Kidout to be Provincial < irand >^<-tei. an«l he bi re- 
(inested to nominate the Provincial Strand <>tVctrs. a"d iliat th.e 
Secretar\, on behalf of thi< lotlt^e. sobcit the c«»nruri»!v e nt the other 
lo<lt:es therein, and also that he inform the irendurs .»♦ t*'«»so l-nl^es 
that all the Pnnincial i'lraml l.o<lL;e jeweU are m tlu i -t^' >«;« i>t \\\,% 
Kithiiit aiul Past P. (i Treasure! anil llial he |»:- ^'. »stN It.ivmi: 1«»- 
ronto abotn the 28ih of this nu)iith.** 

hollow iuj; up this resolution the ItMlm- deterin'?M«l to vl;,»vv tluir 
af»preciation 4»f the work of K W P.ro Kitlont at 1 tenmon and 
enierijenl meetinj* on the 30th Ma\ iSts. at tlu .\1.i-o«mc \rins 
Hotel, on the notth-west corner oi W «'^t \V»»»v*t ^« •; «m an.l hront 
street, when an address was presfiurd to W !*.• » Ksd'iit b\ t!ie 
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officers, past and present, and the brethren of the lodge, prior to his 
departure for Europe 

It has always been a matter of doubt as to whether W, Bro. 
Ridout was aware before leaving for England in the first week in 
June of the appointment held by Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab, as Pro- 
vincial Grand Master under the Grand Lodge of England. 

V. W. Bro. Francis RicHardson stated before his death in 1898, 
that the brethren of St. Andrew's were neither aware of Sir Allan's 
appointment as Provincial Grand Master under Scotland nor of that 
under England. The former appointment had been made in 1842. when 
Sir Allan was in Edinburgh, and the latter in 1844, when he was on 
another visit. Bro. Richardson also stated that the brethren had no 
such information, or they certainly would not have passed the resolu- 
tion of 1845. Further, he declares that not only was he surprised to 
learn of the appointment, but that the Toronto and Hamil- 
ton brethren were astounded when Sir Allan produced from his pocket 
the parchment copy of his Scotch and English appointments. 

W. Bro. Cornelius Webster corroborated this statement. He him- 
self was the only brother in Hamilton, except Bro. Bull, who had ever 
seen the patents issued by the Grand Lodges of Scotland and England. 

Be this as it may, Bro. Ridout sailed for England, and there 
found that Sir Allan had the appointment. He communicated this 
information to his Masonic brethren in Toronto, leaving himself in 
their hands. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was reorganized at Hamilton on 
the 9th August, 1845, 2"d ^^^' Bro. Ridout was elected Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, an office which he accepted and held on his 
return from England. During his occupancy of this office he dis- 
charged the duties with honor to himself and credit to the Craft. 
He was re-elected each year until the 9th September, 1857, when the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West was dissolved and the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada was formed, with M. W. Bro. Sir 
Allan N. MacNab as Grand Master. R. W. Bro. Ridout continued 
his interest, not only in the Grand Lodge work but in that of St, 
Andrew's lodge. On the 15th July. 1859, at the fourth annual com- 
munication at Kingston, in testimony of his long services as Deputy 
Grand Master, Grand Lodge conferred upon him the rank of Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

R. W. Bro. Ridout was connected with the Capitular branch of 
Masonry, having been exalted to the degree of the Royal Arch in 
St. John's R. A. Chapter, Toronto, on 26th June, 1841, and in 1846 
was High Priest or Z. of St. John's R. .A. Chapter, No. 4. P. R. The 
minutefj of this Chapter show that on 15th October, 1846. Bro. Rid- 
out was named as the First Principal, in the application made to the 
Grand Chapter of England for a warrant, which was granted in 1848. 
R. W. Bro. Ridout was for eight years the I'^irst Principal of this 
Chapter, known as St. Andrew's. Xo. 487. E. R., 1848-1859 and Ko. 
4, G. R. C, 1859-70. On 27th May. 1870, the Chapters of St. Andrew 
and St, John were amalgamated under the joint name. 

Bro. Ridout was a frater of the Templar body, and receive*! 
his degrees in Geoffrey de St. .Mdcniar Encampment at Toronto. 
In 1855 he was Provincial Grand Hospitaller of the Provincial Grard 
Conclave of Canada, the body which preceded the erection of the 
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Grand Priory of Canada in 1868. In 1858 he was Provincial Grand 
Sub-Prior, and in 1859-60 was Provincial Grand Prior of the Grand 
Conclave. 

In his private life R. W. Bro. Ridout was rcsi)cctcd by all classes 
as a generous and open-hearted citizen. He died, aged sixty-nine 
years, on the 29th July, 1861, at the Bank of Upper Canada, on the 
north-east comer of George and Duke streets, a building now known 
as the La Salle Institute. His funeral took place to St. James Ceme- 
tery, on Thursday, the ist August, and was attended by a large con- 
course of citizens. The service was under the auspices of the Mas- 
onic bod v. and the six lodges in Toronto were represented by about 
three hundred members. 

The following is a copy of the scroll deposited in the grave- 

Most Worshipi--i i. Hrothrr 
THOS. GIBBS RinoUT 

PAST GRAND MASTF.R 

OF 

MASONS IN CANAPE 

\Vlli> nfPARTKD THIS I.IFF Jl I.V i^TM. S^U 

ACiRn (k) VK\RS 

DEPl'TV COMMISSARY GKNFRAI. i>K t'PPRR CANAHA. 

He was tnlliatfd into Masonry March IQ, 5^^.V 
i'a««^«ii 10 the dcf/^ree of Follow i'rall April jisl, ^Xi.l. and rai>od to th** stil>litm» 

di*^rec ol Maxtor Mason OctoIxT 22nd, 5^-.V 



HE WAS eXALTKI) TO THE DKCRF.E OF ROVAt ARCH JI'Nt JO, 1 84 1, 

and was 

Installed and held the rank o( E. Commander in the I)' St. Aldemar Kncampnient 

o< Mason Knight Templars, Toronto. 



In 1H45 he was ap|H>inli^ 

By the Grand Master o( Masons in Kn^Uml, 

Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 

And on the union between the Provincial Grand l..odg:e and the Grand IahIi:** 

of i'ariada had conferred u|H>n him the di);nity o\ a 

Past Grand Master, 5^^5^. 

The Toronto ** Leader" on 2nd Auj^ust. lS6i, puhli-lied the ft al- 
lowing account of the funeral; 

The rcinains of the late Th<»m.i<; G K'.<l«>iit. K^q \vl',o<ir l.inituitod 
death was reported in these columns on Tuesday last, were ctnue\c<l ti» their 
!ast resting place yesterdav. lollowcd hv a lari»e train of nmnrnerv. rorvptci- 
<ius amotif; whom wrre the memhers of »he M.i«ionic Kraiermtv. wh«» ap- 
peared in the rej^aha of their order, with ihc soIrnMi ad<li»n»!'. «>*' crii»e. !■"» 
render the last honors to tluir distmumshrd departed hroihcr Ihr dirtcrent 
lod^e^ of the citv met in thnr halls at thrre o'clock, from u hence thev pr>- 
cee<led to the re«ii«Jrnce of the flcccasrd. «»n tho corner of Pmkc and Gcorv'c 
Streets. At four oVIock the funeral cortrnc moved |o\vard<k St Ja"tes* I'ci-e 
tcry in the follow iM^r rirder* 

Rand of ihr \^^^h Krjjnncnt 

Members of St John's, Ionic. W'iKrm. Kin^; S »lon)«»n'N Ar.>\ R«lioli.M,n 
I odjirs, two hy two 
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First, Entered Apprentices ; second. Fellow Crafts ; and third. Master 
Masons. 

Members of St. Andrew's Lodge. 

Entered Apprentices. 

Fellow Crafts. 

Master Masons. 

Tyler of the Lodge. 

Senior and Junior Deacons (with their wands of office). 

Senior and Junior Warders. 

Oldest member of the lodge bearing a Bible. 

Worshipful Master (Bro. W. W. Mc Master) supported on his right hy 
the Past Master of his lodge (Bro. W. R. Harris), and on his left by the im- 
mediate P. D. D. G. M. (Bro. S. B. Harman). 

Chaplain of the Lodge. 

The Coffin. 

The pall-bearers were: 

Bro. D. Hay. P. M. of St. John's Lodge: Bro. J. B. Taylor. W. M «»( 
Wilson Lodge. 

Bro. O. Gable. W. M.. King Solomon's Lodge. 

Bro. F. Richard.son. P. D. D. G. ^L. Toronto District. 

Bro. Chcwctt. W. M.. Ionic Lodge. 

Bro T B. Harris. Grand Secretary. 

Bro. Jones. P.M. 

Bro Ricliey. St. Andrew's Lodge. 

Mourners. 

A long train cf carriages and citizens on foot 

The Directors of Ceremonies were: Bro. A. DeGrassi. P. G. O. of C. 
and Br. Leo. D. of C. St. Andrew's Lodge. 

The Rejifimental band performed funeral marches on the route m the 
cemetery, the streets on which were filled with spectators of the solemn *i»><'c. 
tacle. On arrival at the burying ground the Masonic service for the de..<l 
was performed, and the body having been lowered to its last resting-place tlic 
brethren returned in procession to their halls, preceded by the band l*rc- 
vious to St. Andrew's Lodge leaving the hall to go to the deceased's residence*, 
resolutions were adopted expressing condolence with Mrs. Ridout and iainily 
in their bereavement. At the meeting of St. Andrew's Royal Arc*^ Chnptcr 
in the evening, resolutions to a like effect were adopted, on the motion of ihc 
M. E.. First Grard Principal cf Canada (Companon Franks, of BelleviI-eK 
seconded by the First Principal of St. Andrew's Chapter. R. E. Companion 
Richardson. 

The following account is from the Toronto ** Globe *' of the 
same date: 

The mortal remains of the late Thomas Gibbs Ridout were interred yc> 
terday afternoon in St. James' Cemetery, with Masonic honors. As a tok^o 
of respect to the deceased, all our merchants on King street closed their store 
windows, and a very large number of people assembled in George Street, in 
the neighborhood of the Bank. The Masonic brethren, according to arrange- 
ment, attended first at their hall in Toronto Street, where they went through 
the necessary preliminaries, and at four o'clock, when from the tower of St. 
James' Cathedral the solemn toll of the fnneral bell was heard, formed in pro- 
cession, and marched down King Street lo Mr. Ridout's late residence Al- 
together there were not less than 300 Masons present. Arrived at the h«>uvf 
they formed in the following order, the different lodges ranking accordini: 
to seniority, the junior preceding, the brethren walking together in Ma^tinic 
link: 

The Band of the 30th Regiment. 

The Tyler with drawn sword. 

Two Stewards with white wancN 
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The Brethren two and two, the Junior precfdin^f 

The Inner Guard with sword. 

Senior and Junior Deacons with wands. 

Secretary and Treasurer. 

Senior and Junior Wardens. 

Past Masters. 

The Worshiptiil Master. 

Royal Arch Masons. 

Then came the St. Andrew's Lodj^c (01 wtnch the decea«iod was l menihcr) 
walking apart frc»m the others, in the folhiwinK order: 

The Tyler (Bro Jainrs Fornian) \Mth drawn sword. 

Stewards (Bros. Hall and W . S I.ee) witli white wands. 

Members oi the K<»<l^es two an<l t\%<». tin* Juiiifir preccdint< 

The Inner Guard (Bro Ur James .-Xdam^) wiili sword 

Director of Ceremonies (Hr<» I' H Let) and Orj^anist (Bro W. T 
Thomas). 

The Senior (Br<» <* V Arclirr) an<l Junior I)ear»ms with wands 

The Secretary (Bro James Bam) vsiili rull. anti Treasurer ( V. W. Bro, 
Henry RowscB) with had^e <m' othce. 

The Junior Warden (Bro H S Kowx-ll) with the plumh rule, and the 
Senior Warden (Bro J. l*aiersou) with \v\v\ 

The Past Master ( \' W Brn W R Hams) with had«<- t»i otVire 

The volume 01 the s.uicd law nn ,i ot-xhiMU iMvcrcd uith hiack cra;»e 
borne by the oldest mcmlirr of tlu* lodi:*- (Brn J.iwih Smder) 

The worshijiful .MaNter (V W Bro \V I' \K Master), supported hy K 
W. Bros S B. Hannan and V W" Br«» \\ K Hams, with the Ravel 

Crhaplain ( Kev Bro K R Simvoiu 

The Cortin 

Oti which was laid the rt'v,Mlii «»i iIm- d<\ <• i-««m1 . the .\|.»>!rf M.isnn's aprtui 
and c<dlar: the apron, coll.ir ami irueU <»i the Koval .\rrh and the re^aha 
of the Past Grand ( onnnaiulor oi tin* Kui/Ihn 'l«inpl.«rs 

By the side <»i ihr hrarNc w.ilkiil Ou- p»ll !»< irff-* 

R W. Bro. F KnUardson. K W Br., f B Harris. R W Bro Franks 
(Belleville), V. W. Bro Wax, V W Bro <> C.iMo. V W Bro J B Taxlor. 
V. W Bro. W (' ( hewett. Bro T W (hturti. R W Bro A. Irxm^ 
( Hamilton). 

The chief mournrrs inr, an<i the pergonal inentls ot. the drcea^e*!. lol- 
lowed in a large number ot carria^r*'^. and alm«»^t all the prnuip.il men ol the 
o»ty and many irorn the counlrv were present .\t about hall past (our the 
solemn procession ino\c<l sl«»wly down Kiny Stre«t the b.md plaviti^ the 
Dead March. The looip.iths on both ^ides ot the route were crow<ied for a 
ri»nsiderable portion t»t the ilist.irutv with pei'^ons ni both sexcs. rnanv of whom 
walked all the way to tl.e ctmetery dtspur the intense h< at : l<»r ve^terdav 
wa«» one of the hottest dav* oi the '^un-tiier. and arrixid at the k'^*^^- i1»<* 
brethren halted. of>ene<i up ri^bt and bit and ta( ed inwards, so as tt> allow 
St Andrew's bwljje. with the hearse. t«» pass tb.r<Migh to the Rra\e. and 
this having been done, a circle was t'onned and the otticers of the deceased s 
bwl^e took their st.«tions at the lu\nl oj the irrave The Churih ol F^n^land 
burial service was then \«r\ luipres^ut'x re.td bv the Rev Mr Boddy of St. 
James' Cathedral, atter win. h V \V Bro W F MeMaster. W M . of St An- 
drew's l<»r|^e, rend thr Sfibui?! ntno oj t<ii' ( Wdrr Towards the termination of 
the pforeeduivrs the Seir«t.ir\ ,i«|\.n'i«d .old ilet»ovi»e«l »n the kfra\e a roll »»f 
parchment, f>n whi«h were instrdnd the name aw'e and Masonic titles and dates 
of the deceased Tlie \\'orsh«pfiil Masi«r a'so <lrp istted a white lambskin <m 
the coftin. a< an emblem ot purMv, ha\inu tWst rnnosed the regalia bei«ire 
mentioned. He then threw into the gr.ue a sprig oi evergreen, the Brethrtii 
following his exiitit»le .,s tliev inovtd rotiiul sn a cirvle the band n.« .nuvli'le 
playing the Dead N! trch 

Haxing regained th» ir formt f p'.^.i'.»n> »'•■ \ ^.I'^v ih« pMl»'u* i:'..n«J honurs 
to the leatl of the Wofx' t-.-nl M.t^t.r ,i'*«l Teinru'd !n the i»rtler in wlneh thev 
baci entered the eenuterv hv wax o{ <itrrar«l ant) ('l.nrch siretts 
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CHAPTER CXXVI. 

Biography of R. W. Bro. John Osborne, Grand Secretary of 

THE Grand Lodge of Canada, 1857. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada has had in the forty-one years of 
its existence only three Grand Secretaries, R. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, 
from 1855-56, 1858-74; R. W. Bro. John Osborne, 1857, and R. \N'. 
Bro. J. J. Mason, since 1874. Of the three Bros. Osborne and Ma<;on 
are yet living, the former in Winnipeg, the latter as Grand Secretary in 
Hamilton. 

Bro. Osborne, in recounting his recollections of the extinction 
of the Third Provincial Grand Lodge and its union with the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, writes: 

" My recollection is that some length of time elapsed after the organiza- 
tion of the G. L. of Canada before the Provincial G. L, and the officers of it 
gave in their adherence to the Grand Lodge of Canada, and when that tivn^ 
came we all felt anxious that nothing should occur that might in the lease 
degree touch the susceptibilities of those yielding the position, and that the 
question of the custody of the properties of the late Provincial Grand Lodge 
was never mooted." 

This reply was occasioned by a request for knowledge of the 
minute books of the Provincial Grand Lodge prior to its union with 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

While Bro. Osborne was only Grand Secretary for a year,*he had 
nevertheless taken a deep interest in Craft work from 1851. His re- 
tirement from the official position which he held was due to 
the fact that he was unable to give the time and attention that active 
interest required, so that his predecessor in office, Bro. Harris, again 
assumed his original position. Bro. Osborne has no knowledge of 
the minute books or papers of the Provincial Grand Lodge, nor does 
he recollect any such in its archives in the office of the Grand Sec- 
retary. 

Bro. Osborne was a resident of Hamilton. He was born in Eng- 
land, and was engaged in mercantile life for many years. He was 
initiated on the 15th July, 1851, in Strict Observance Lodge, No. 833, 
Hamilton, Canada West, on the register of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, under the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, for at 
that time this lodge was under the Third Provincial Grand Lodge. 
Bro. Osborne was made a F. C. on the 21st August, 1851, 
and a M. M. on the 21st October, 1851, and his English certificate 
bears date " London, 13th April, 1852." He was present at the Con- 
vention of loth October, 1855, at Hamilton, and was W. M. of Strict 
Observance Lodge in 1856. He was the first Director of Ceremonies 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and was present at its first annual 
communication at Hamilton, in July, 1856. R. W. Bro. Harris, 
having declined the position of Grand Secretary, owing to various 
business engagements, Bro. Osborne was elected to that office, which 
he held until the second annual communication at Montreal, when, 
as has been stated, for a similar reason he retired, and Bro. Harris, 
being elected, accepted his old position. 
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With regard to tlie election of Grand Sec; 
writes : 

"My recollccii.iii n that liro. T K Harris Mas i 
lary at the or)taniialii>n of th( Grand [^xl^i'. an 
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R. W. \W<> I. 



944 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 

nccted with the establishment and recognition of our Grand Lodge, and that 
was nearly altogether carried on under the guidance of the great experience 
of our Bro. VV. C. Stephens, approved, of course, by the Grand Master. M. 
W. Bro. Wilson. When it came to the routine work of the Secretary's offic* 
it was simply impracticable for me to give it the time required from business." 

In his mother lodge Bro. Osborne held the position of Deacon 
and Warden prior to his election as W. M. On the 25th October, 
1852, he was exalted in Hiram Chapter, No. 733, E. R., Hamilton, 
but was not registered in the books of the Grand Chapter of England 
until the 2nd July, 1856. 

Bro. Osborne recalls the fact of the great delay in the forward- 
ing of certificates from London, and that this was one of the causes 
which led to the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Bro. Osborne lived at Burlington, then known as Wellington 
Square, and was the first W. M. of " Burlington Lodge," No. 165, 
G. R. C. 

In 1859 Bro. Osborne married Catharine Elizabeth, daughter of 
Col. William Johnston Kerr and Elizabeth Brant, the daughter oC 
Chief Joseph Brant. After the death of Chief Brant, Miss Brant and 
her brother, John, continued to live at Brant House, Wellington 
Square. The site of this old house is now occupied as a hotel, aiul 
part of the old Brant dwelling is incorporated into it. This residence 
stood within a short distance of the original entrance to Burlington 
Bay, and within sight of the celebrated King's Head Tavern, which 
stood upon the bridge north of the original entrance to the bav. Tiic 
members of the Brant family from the great Chief Joseph Brant, have 
been connected with the Craft. 

John Brant died unmarried. Col. and Mrs. Kerr lived at Rrant 
House and died there, leaving four children, three sons and one 
daughter, then very young, and now all dead. None of the sons had 
any family. Bro. Osborne had five children, two of whom died in 
infancy, and of whom a son and two daughters are now living in the 
North-west Territory. 

The pictures of Joseph Brant in this volume are taken from 
Stone's Life, and with reference to them Bro. Osborne writes: 

" The portrait of Brant and his son, John Brant, came to my house ;n 
our marriage, together with similar portraits, or rather paintings, of* Sir Wil- 
liam Johnston and his son, Peter Johnston, relics of the Brant House in the 
old chief's time. I have Stone's Life of Brant, and from the account he gives 
of a visit to Brant House in the time of John Brant and Miss Brant, 1 have 
fancied that Stone's pictures were copies from them. Stone mentions an in- 
cident of Brant's recognition of a Masonic sign thrown to him on a battlefield '* 

During his residence in Hamilton, Bro. Osborne was an active 
man in business, a zealous Mason and a man of sterling integrity. 
He now resides in Winnipeg. While in business in Winnipeg, he 
had occasion to investigate municipal affairs, during the course of 
which he proved himself a man of energy and unblemished character. 
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CHAPTER CXXVII. 

Biography of \\ W. Bro. Francis Richardson, Grand Secretary 
OF the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

The biographies of M. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. Mac Nab and R. \V. 
lire. Thos (iibbs Ridoiit have already been given. There were also 
men. junior in office and yet active workers, who. if not so liijjh in 
rank, were yet energetic in carrying on the affairs of the organization. 

One of these was \'. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, the first (irand 
Senior Warden of the Provincial body when it was reorganized in 
1^45. ^nd afterwards its (irand S^ecretary, and subsequently of the 
Aiuient (irand I^xlge of C^anada. 

Hro. Richardson was borr in Plymouth in 1814, and emigrated 
to Canada in 1842. In those olden times sailing vessels carried those 
who <lestred to make Canada their home, and after a fair voyage 
of forty -five days the merchant ship, *' Tlic Spermacclli,** arrived ai 
Ouebec. P'rom there Bio. Richardson travelled by steamer up the 
St. l^wn-nce to St. Anne's, thence to Ottawa, and via the KuUaii 
Canal. Kingston, and finally by the lake route to Toronto. Hi< lake 
journey was by the steamer '* Sovereign," one of the liethimc Lints 
a steamer familiarly known as a passenger craft in the forties ( )n 
arrival at Toronto, and after he had settled down as a permanent 
resident, he affiliated with St. Andrew's lo<lge, and in c(mse<jnence 
o! tin- active interest displayed by him in the work he was appointeil 
Senior Warden, He was then honored by the chair, in which office 
he serve<! faithfully for two years. Out of St. .\ndre\\*s was 
formed Ionic lodge, with eighteen members, and of this lodge he wa-* 
W. M. for two years. Ion«c Chapter was also organized and the 
l<»<lge and chapter met in the upper story of the VVflhn^t«»n \n\\U\ 
nij^s, still ( i8<><>) standing on the north side of King street, hetwrtn 
ioronto and Church streets. He was afterwards First Prmcipal of 
I(»nic Chapter and St, Andrew's Chapter. 

l*'or many years Mr. Richardson was in active Imsmov on tin* 
Muith side of King street cast, near Yonge street. 

He was made a Mason on the 23rd of October, 1841. in StncrritN 
lodge, \o. 224. Plymouth, and was a Master Mason on tii<* iSUi <n' 
.M..rch, 1842 The registr>* of his name on the books of tlu* <iran«l 
L<n|^(. of ICngland is dated 24th March. 1842. He was made a l\o\aI 
Arch .Mason in St. John's Chapter. Toronto, and then affiliated with 
Ionic Chapter. attache<l to lodge No. 708, E. R. (Tonic). an<i wa^ rc'jis 
ttrcd <»n the lH)oks of the Grand Chapter of England on tlu- j<>ih 
Taniiar\. 1848. He became a Knight Templar in Hnch dr Pa\ en- 
Encampment at Kingston, on the loth of April. 1858. On that c^'ra-sK-n 
he was acc<»nipaniod by R. W. Bros. Ridout, Storm. Hani'i:t.>n and 
otImts. anti was condncted through the ceremon\ in the rrcv*ei»N»r\ l»\ 
the late K W l»ro Sir lohn A. Macdonald. who was then a piactivipt: 
lawyer in Kin<rston. without much of name, practice or rq>ntati<M' as 
a tnan of affairs 

In iS!;o Hro. Richardson was presented with a V M V itwrl l>y 
the nundx-rs of Ionic lodge. On it is inscribed ** Presented to \' W 
boa 
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V. W. Bao. Francis Richardsom. 
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Bro. Francis Richardson, P. M., P. G. S., by the brethren of Ionic 
lodge, No. 7(>8/i8, as a mark of their fraternal esteem and rcj^ani, A. 
L. 5X50." In 1853 on the occasion of laying the corner stone of the 
Court House, Whitby, he was presented with a trowel, which bore 
the inscription: '* Presented to V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, Grand 
Secretary for Canada Wcst, by the Freemasons of Whitby on the 
occasion of laying the corner stone of the Court House of the Couniy 
of Ontario, on Tluirsday, the 30th day of June, 1853" The Royal Arch 
Chapter of St. An<lrew*s, Toronto, presented him with a Past First 
Principal's Jewel in i85<5 

In the days of 1846— indeed, prior to that date — it was cusioniary 
for private lodges of one jurisdiction to exchange rt'presontaiivc> with 
lodges of a sister jurisdiction. 'ITicre are not many inci«U*turv on 
record nor are there many of these credentials, but there \\a^ ont* in 
Canada, when St. John's I-odge, No. i, of New York. scKcie<! \ W 
Bro. Richardson as its representative. The document is ^^riv.teM on 
parchment, and reads: 

"TN TTfE NAME OF THE G. A. OF THE UNIVf Ksl 
BY THK WORSHIPFUL FMAS \V NFXSKN. \\ \Sn K (^ 
St John's Lodge, No I, in i\\c City of Nrw V..rK 
Constituted I")rconil>cr 7. A L 5747 

" \\'hrua>. Si Andrew's l<><lkjf,. N»» 1. Toronto. .in«i S: I..1 1. ^ .. :j.* 
No I. New N'tJtk (*it\. have niunially ai:rcc<I to cnltix.u* with •i« • ..•t-'- .» 
tnorc intimate c»»rri'spondence than ha^ heretofore existed iMtwmi »'m!!i and 
believing that t!ie ties of Brotherly atTrciion may he stt* m^iI.i in d • . p»..- 
pcnty of the Masonic Family promoted, the I'nitv. Int€v'r"\ .01. • I " 'v »• 
the Order protected, and its I'tihty and Honor contirni*-! I \ t • "■;« • -t- 
nient of Representatives from earh of the at«»rrsnid L«m|v'i> *,* t i, .♦■ . ' 

•'Therefore, he it known. That WE. reposmij esp» » .1' •••; ' i* «: i«.:'i 
dcnce in our well-hclnved Brother. Kranejs R'ehardvon '• , , t.,,...i.. h; ♦.. 
constitute and appoint, and l»y tliese present-; DO ron-«tar iti.' ..,»:•.;■.» • .t 
Mid Francis Rirhardson. the RI'f*R KSKNT \TI\'K ti: S* 1 'js •« i-ue 
No I, in tl>e (TTV OF NFW YORK, to Samt An<lrexs s 1 .L- \' . •>•;.• 
in tlie City <»f Toiont<», Proxince of Canada West, for tlr ;•••: •« -• « «*"r' • ' ' 

•I\ TISTIMONV WHFRKOK. W •• -v • . 1... ! • 
seal «»t St John's Lod^jr. No I. to ' i ••••• a * \ ' 

ant| li.nc simn-,! t|ic s.mie, at tlie ( x\ •.» \« a \ .• 
in tlie State of New Vc»rk, I* S A . :i.e -•'••:• d**. * \ • 
\eniher. \ 1) iSt(». AL ^f* 

•• Fhas \V Ne\M'^ W \' '•'•' 
** Attest. 

• Fredk. W I eeds. Secretary ** 

For many >rars Hro Richardson was a ^tndiiii: ^|»i:n in I'ratt 
matter**, not alone in this city hut throughout the rrt->vin*<! In tbo 
old I*r<>\i!icial Ctrand Ltxljje of Canada West, he wa^ ati attne nii'v'. 
and it was not ^^trani^e that his opinion in every ^^eoii^n of tl^r worn 
wav eagerly sought and much vahted by the lo<ijjes of tho jiiri^'^'oiioTi^ 
As I'), D G. M. he was energetic, and under hi<; caro i!ic Craft of t*\r 
old Toronto T^i'^trirt macie ^eat pro^^re^s. In h\^ later ve»r^ owipi: 
to adxanrin^ aijc, he did not take a ureat interest in ^LTs^>nic Miattt-r-i. 
althon^h he watched with satisfaction the advanrcnii ni m ,i.1<* ^uv'e 
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the memorable days, when in July, 1858, the United Grand Lodges of 
the Province came together and joined hands in an independent Grand 
Lodge. 

On the nth October, 1898, Bro. Richardson died at Toronto. 
" The Evening Telegram " of the next day closed a lengthy obituary 
notice with the following paragraph: 

" The weight of gathering age and defective vision had for many years in- 
terfered with his attendance at Masonic functions, but the memories of the 
past, when he was an ardent, active figure among his brethren, were often 
recalled by him with keen pleasure. The fraternity of to-day is strong and 
prosperous. In the days of half a century ago it had many difficulties with 
which to contend, and among those who strove to mature it and place it on a 
sound footing in a young country, none were more energetic and none whoso 
services were more helpful and appreciated than Bro. Francis Richardson, 
whose useful Masonic life has just been brought to a close." 



End or Vor.. II. 
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INDEX. 



AdaniA, Gfor>;i», J97, 2<). 

Adam?!, Khat, 2<). 

AtlaiTiH, Akx*!, housi> of, 444. 

Adamson, W'm. Ajjar, Rfv., ;i«». 

Addin^ton Lod^jc, No. 7, H.ifh. hist«ny. 
iHi2-,^i, ,VI.S ; ai.*lion cotirtTTiin^j rfvuu'sl 
lo lay I (>t lu'f stone of iww Tir^hx tcritiii 
( fuiri'li, l<.tlh, .152; disptMis.if loii. u;; 
l»>d^;«» rotuii rrnlrd lt» Mfthoilist I- |>i^t o- 
p.tl C'lmtih, ;5 J ; ofht«Ts. .?V». M.'-^onu' 
H.tll, arraiii^tMiuMils iiiailf* liM t-iOi!uMi iit, 
^4(1; ilc'Ni riplion of, .>%(: i.t>iir^ the 
ft»rncr «»ti»iu» ol, ;\^H ; niiTimu-pLu-f. 
^5<i : nuvlint»s, hsi ol, ^>'». 

AlliitstCI. lOt.ltltMl of, ftHt. 

\ntu*s, IClv.ili. 4^7, 4S1. 

\mu*>, K/ra, 4 ^Jt V*^! : lfit«'i ♦»» !i«".|. 

I'vvmjj, Halilitti.iuil, iSj^. rot|ii<>iMi^ rr- 

( i>nuiUMuialuMi ol Si. Johns 1 *Klk,»*. No. 

t i, MaKitniaiui, 4.;4. 
\nli-.M.ist»nu p.ii t \ , fsf.il>lishiu«'ui ol. 1 .'7. 
Anns, iirand l.<Hli;o ol K. .in «tl t. *!»•'.» iip- 

lion of. t)i><. 
Arrnslronji, Ilionns, I'lMontit •••♦ 
.Xrthnr, Sn G«"on;i*, *f<y. 
\skin, J. H. I... ttni«*r.il of. «m«» 
Xnldjo. John. 1 ^(» ; appi>MiU*«l l> r.<».M »»( 

l'p|H»r Can.uf.t, 1^7, it)S ; n'.ofJof vinM 

to C an.ii1.« Ml tnMMil«*s i*! 1 i n* |vri'i«M> 

!.<h1j»c .\o. _m, rcftfi, 4.'^ 
\\xi«*>, lion. N'ji li*»Kis, 7i».*. 
AbUi>H, \. S.. ifpoi I .IS i J».iiiMii«' \uJii 

Comnnlloo. St. John s l»»il4«*. \.«. ,.»>. 

London, <wi4. 



Hatfi;.^U»\. W'.. r. (i. M.. \li.'.n..il. .iiul 
U illiain M«MH>. Ii-tti'r 10 I (> M.«rt.(!i 
IM». S«»*"v. ••'^>7. »"on« «*inniv, » »>•!. ««s«.i.mi«« 
p»opos4»tJ l>\ i*. .\|. in .md I.ih1i:»- ot I'.'i^ 
land, H4S; pii>s<Mil .ind pi«*>ul.'iv; .il mw»'I- 
inif llnrd IM». I ., 5;?. 

H. 11 hits, H. I.. •'^1 4 ; ti*ku«»\\K*»l.jrtM*n* »»l 
i.4nk tt»tili'rml h\ It. I, , V .ttj ttl.i. i|-»; 
utstallmi; iMtit I't . f«»rn»at 'iMi 1 ti .I'ul I i»*1^i 
*♦! t'anad.t. 7.'i). 

|{.tk«'r. Ifi.irlfs, .•7S. .'St* . *.l.i»f n. iit i i»n 
lonnni; St. I n'lM ijf s I »%vl^. \»» >, X «f k 

I<.ikt*r, Hrai ksiom*. t»7.' . iii*..in.»n »♦!, f»7«» 

li.tlfcMir, John .M.. '7 V 

H ilkwdl s Inn, 1 ondi^n. V) • d«'<«'i tii Ht>'i 

hv fii«*. 'h>i. 
li.innorSfCin iii.ir itf IfnrilPt.tv < •«!!•'. itui 

Liul^c ioruornnii;. s*» ? . 1 •••».♦ iiiu»n .»» 

"I hird I'tovwuj.il iti.uul I .i.li;. »»Mi. I'll! 

n»v;. ^02. 



Raplisi Con^i^rc^.tiittn, Voik(Tt>ronto)placr 
ol worslup, iK.'7. %\illi a^rcM'nuMil foi rent 
of s.inic, ;7 4. 

HailuT, I'. I.'., n. I). Ct.M. Ottawa DisiruM, 
|H7.» , c*\li.i«t M'porl t otit'ornnivj St. 
Jtihn s la>ilv;«*, \o. ivi.^'«K«l«. >«**7- 

Hain«*s, S. \V" , .ipponilnxMit ol tonnniltco 
hv tfnrd IMi I., to « onsulfr i'as«* ol', yxi; 
s«'iilfini*ni ol t .t>«* 4«l, ^7.'. 

M.iT'on l.o«li;.*, Iht . \i«. 10. H.trnill«>n. fus< 
loi \ , iN4 I - ) ^ : .1* li«Mi ni I otnii'i'tuMi %%illi 
intucnifnl t«> 1 «>« ttinnu'nd apponitnu*nt of 
1. it. UtilcMit .CH i*.i'i..\l.. .«iiii annt>titu'<** 
nu*nl •»! tlif appoiiiiiiitMil ot Sir A, N. Mac* 
N.ih. 17^; .€*ti»»n in * omnvlion uilh ri»- 
» t';^!!!! "on .i>k4-il lur l«Hlkj«'i>f i i>U»ri»d Ma- 
>*»ns. i**' . I *«i M'^poiuU-'u «♦ I oiu oriiiiii; 
vi.tM.tiii i*>|.". j'» •• 4t» ;. ;''>-|7i . U*s!t\.ils 
» rti-'»f .ti.'d. 4'. J *7«>i7i 47 ;; l«Hlfc!i'-uH>ni, 
{.on**** hJi »'«M, 4«n ; nui'iiit^ pl.ti i>s. 4^7- 
I V** i ^M J*** i*'i »'»> 170; tnonioii.tl lo (». 
I. I „<.' .1. i^^i;. With sixjii.itiiii's. |»rf» ; 
p. ««.«.••.»: Nm \. \ \|,u \.ih, j^Hi ; ptolrsi 
.,^ .' »» iit( iii^;. Mm 111 t«t I'll i^iju lu»n. 47 » ; 
\\ II • .t III .III V .1 1 »«|, 47 ;. 

{♦.I'st tttt 'I'W -.' J» !.«« .<ll«>ll. 4.*«» 
l».«*.l» «!•» I 4t «»l«. t ,«s. (I, i«, «• ^^* ^^^ 
l» lN«i .{ I, |i>t t|. ' 4*>..«li*tU «• ,♦!. 4<K». 

1^ i' il. »•. .1' .!»•• .a » j ». 

II.ilMi.t^* .!i«.«i'»i, , \inn «•!. .• I I . 

|»i-.». . W .11. \\ . .«iii.»M itil* 1 |-m;l.iml. 
•^>'' 7**. 'f".i t«» I irl ol /i*',.»tul, 
i*«'^7 . i»n» «'i ■• • '^ \ isit i»» i. .4ii.«il.i. 7in* : 

\.i'\\> .»M i lll.ttt HI lllM'^^tliM). a«» pll'»,lsh- 

»'»1 .11 •• N| iH«Mii« i>h>.«M \fr. .Mil. Iiiiu*. 
t**-»7 "^ '» ; ^ ■'•'' '*» ' .m.id.i. 7«io 7«n 

l»iMltI«. H. ••«•!. |««l«MltO, ^-•.•. 

U<M'...'\ . II . ho'.'.^' «»|. 471. 

ni-.i>..*\ \\ .. lid. 4<«» , liin«M.«l. 4i»4 

l»i- »^ «*\ K it, 4S J 

K.'.i* 'I n » n"*. hitrl«*t>l. ■*«7 

i»( t.ii >. J, \| i«»s , l«%( .it it«M »»l. ♦•4 ;. 

Kl'lk'.*, Io'mi, .l«t*hi*SS to I' li I... !>*-»<», 
K»*». .ittr .it -tMI vv •! 'i St \"tlrt''U '•I Otlfcji*, 

\»> I. ' 7'» . «!»:♦ >niinrMt .«s I>l*i..M.. 
^^ . *•• ^' «pl V . • ;♦• . *'\f.n t !i»Mii U*t»«M 
'»♦ s nofi \|« ( filhv r.i \ . 1 1* It t'r nint; 
»1«!"\ n ii«.t il .1' >ii I • t : 4>xtr.i« I Iroin |«*i. 
Ii'i t.»^ -n.*-! Mtiiil! \ I |\ -s***^ i««'i«<*r<1 
.1 i^ x\ »<i I '! .»• P.i'utitsif i isl*;!*. N«». .», 
Nii^-.i' I. ; I .♦ . «'xii ul «**»4*r l«» S'Muvii 
\| « i» -MX I IV. •'^-*7« *"0»U€*: ninvT •*• %to 
LmI^i*'.. I 4«» . I \'* M t l«'i'ri »o R 1 1:1 
«|i itij. i**.'"^. . .♦II, ,-i iiiv; pi\'««, Mt ilfhl 

of I'it 1 t,» N'u Ml M» I VI, i\, 1^1 , 

»l»*.ii'.. I *» . Ji II. ■• iK I >i'" \^ .vn \| 4>t»i)u , 
;7' iu-kI II. ,*i,t»t «•« |> I* It \| , i,»| 

I*l'«i !•» |»»lp. M» .m. iN.*t« 1 «Mii i>rn 11:^ 
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affairs of Lcinster Lodfj^e, No. 283, G. R. 
I., 695; letter to Simon McGillivray, 1826, 
proposing two P. G. Lodges, 114; 
mother lodge, 176; recommendation to 
divide P.G.L. into eastern and western 
divisions,- 105 ; reply to application of 
Leinster Lodge, No. 283, G. R. L, 
Kingston, for return of Irish warrant, 
698 ; residence, 176 ; resignation as D. 
P.G.M., 156; satisfaction at appoint- 
ment as D.P.G.M., 111-113; sketch of, 
short, 265 ; work in St. Andrew's Lodge, 
No. I, 178. 

Bell, Ebenezer, of Smith's Fails, letter to 
the *' Masonic Register," 1842, concern- 
ing meeting P.G.L. under Ziba M. Phil- 
lips, 202. 

Bell, Rev. William, 420-421. 

Benevolence, amounts contributed by 
Canadian Craft, 1846-55, through G. L. 
of England, 850 ; first movement towards 
establishment of present system, 542. 

Benevolence, Board of, initiatory steps for 
organization of, 63. 

Benevolent Fund, establishment of, Third 
Provincial Grand Lodge, 490 ; 564. 

Bennett's Tavern, Whitby, 436. 

Berdyn, Nicholas, 396. 

Berczy, Charles, 287. 

Bernard, Dr., Montreal, 666. 

Beverley, location and nrime, 429. 

Bidwell, Marshall S., 281 : affiliation, 328. 

Billings, T. F., 272. 

Binbr(x>k, location of, 701.. 

Bisshop, Col., 168 ; report conduct of Col. 
Fitzgibbon at Beaver Dams, 169. 

Boerstler, Col., 168. 

Booth, Alfred C, 221. 

Bombproof, Niagara Fori. 131. 

Bond, George. 369, 370. 

Bonnycastle, Sir R. I-f., 483 ; death of, 
504 ; initiation, 328. 

Boswell, Rev. E., 226. 

Bos well, Rev. Wm., 424. 

Bostwick, A. B., 606. 

Bostwick, Hy. B., 617. 

Bowen, Wm., certificate of, 388. 

Bradshaw, Martin. 387. 

Bramford's Hotel, Kingston, 583. 

Brant, John, 168. 

Brant House, Wellington Square, (Burling- 
ton), 944. 

Brantford, laying the corner stone of Epis- 
copal Church at, 806. 

Bridgeford, Col. David, 454. 

Bristol, Colman, 355. ', 

British America Assurance Company, 1 
Toronto, building of, hi-j. 

British Colonist, Toronto, celebration of St. 
John the Baptist's Day, June i8th, 1842, 
by St. Andrew's Lodge, notice of, 291 ; 
account of celebration of St. John the 
Baptist, 24th June, 1844, 300 ; celebra- 
tion of festival of St. John, the Evange- 
list, 1844, notice of, 301 ; celebration of 
festival of St. John the Baptist, 1845, 



notice of, 303 ; account funeral Rd. 
Watson, 518 ; account, laying the comer 
stone of Mechanics' Inst., Toronto, 1854, 
.S56 ; advertisement of special meeKing 
Third P.G.L., 1854, to lay comer &tone 
Mechanics' Institute, Toronto, 553; balU 
Toronto, 1848, account of Masonic, 515 ; 
Dec. 29th, 184 1, extract concerning cele^ 
brationof St. John's Day by St. Andrew's 
Lodge, 288 ; Masonic ball, notice and 
account of, 27th Dec, 1843, 299 ; Ma« 
sonic ball, 1852, notice and account of, 
544 ; ninth annual communication, Third 
P.G.L., 1849, notice of, 522 ; Victoria 
Hall, Cobourg, account laying the comer 
stone ot, 778. 

Brock, Col. Isaac, 166. 

Brown, Capt. Geo., 275. 

Brown, Sr., John, 702. 

Brown, John, Binbrook, 702. 

Brownrigg, E. A., 296. 

Bruce, Eli., 128. 

Brydges, C. J., 671. 

Bull, Richard, 483 ; resignation as Pro- 
vincial G. Sec'y, 498. 

Bull, George P., letter on behalf of The 
Barton Lodge, toG.L. of Eng^nd, 1842, 
concerning warrant, 463. 

Bullon, Rev. Eli, 810. 

Burford Plains, 187. 

Burgoyne, Lieut. -Gen., 580. 

Burlington Heights, 18 13, fight before. 

395- 
Burlton, Col. William, report as chairman 

Colonial Board G.L. England, 1857, on 

concessions to P.G.L. of Canada West, 

as proposed by Earl of Zetland, 820. 

Bumside, Dr. AJex., 366, 481 ; financial 
assistance to St. George's Lodge, No. 
9, York (Toronto), 372. 

Burr, John Cleveland, 454. 

Burritt, Elihu, 245. 

Burritt, Hy., letter to W.M. Rideau Lodge, 
No. 25, 1840, containing excuse for non- 
attendance, 446. 

Burritt, Stephen, letter to John Dean, 1824, 
concerning di spensation to Rideau Lodge , 
No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, with names of 
petitioners, 441 ; letter to John Dean, 
1825, concerning dispensation for Rideau 
Lodge, No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, 442. 

Burritt's Rapids, location of, 439. 

Burwell, Mahlon, 272. 



Canada, Ancient Grand Lodge of, consti- 
tution, adoption of, 842, 843, 845 ; com- 
mittee to prepare, 840 ; dissolution of, 
911 ; District Deputy Grand Master, 
institution of office of, 842 ; fees, 844« 
845; formation, 830; installation, 84 1« 
843 ; lodges on roll of, 847 ; memorial 
to United Grand Lodge of England, 846 : 
officers and members, 1857, 842, 94^ ; 
proceedings. ttthSept., 1857,843; seal 
of, 843 : work, committee to secure uni* 
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lontiity of. 844 ; mewing, fin*l, proceed- 
ing*. H41. 
Canada, Grand Lod|(o of, colored Ma- 
sons, Ai'lion concorninf^ request for 
it*co)Ciiilion of, i}o;\ ; communu'«&tions : 
annual, rhan^i;!* o( date for, 767 ; first 
annual, 9th July, 1856, Hamilton, 758; 
stH'ond annual, 8th July, (8^^7, Hob; 
third annual, t4th July. 1858, minutes 
of, 8g6 ; I'onHtitution, 763 ; constitu- 
tit>n, iommittoe for prefmration of and 
adoption of, 7^5 ; dis|H*n%ation9 issued. 

1856, 76;^ ; dispensations i<isued, 1858, 
<)04 ; District Deputy itrand Masters, 

1857, re(M>rts of, 8ii ; District Deputy 
Cirand Masters, 1858. re|X>rtH of, 91^ ; 
districts, formation of. 763 ; Kn^land, 
action, 185(1. ttuvards, 7<>i ; enumeration 
of lodges. i8V>. 7W> ; formation and con- 
dition of CVaft at. 717 ; Cvrand Master's 
address. 1856 : (tiand Majiter's address, 
1857, H\2 ; (irand Master's address. 

1856, report of committee on, 767 ; 
Grand Master s address, 1857. para- 
graph on subject ot I'nion in re|H>rt of 
committee on Si 4 : (trand Secretary's 
rept^rt, 1856. 7<»S ; (^rand Treasurer, 
ie|H>rt, iS^t*. 7<>«| ; i»rand Treasurer's 
lejKirt, 1857, 81 1 : incorporation, ac- 
»M>n con«-»»rninkj. lyoj ; installation, com- 
miltee to arian^e fi>r, 727 ; re|H>rt 
ol, 729 ; iiisl.«llalu>n tirsl officers, 72c) ; 
lodfcfes in juiisdiction at formation, de* 
cisum concerning. 727 ; linljfes repre- 
sented at foimanon of, 721. 727. 728 ; 
lodj^es represented, with names of re- 
presentatives, first annual comnnini ca- 
tion, 7V) ; meinh«'rs prescMit I'nion. alive 
i8i)9, 914 ; ofhcers and list communica- 
tions. iSs5-58, q^o ; oftu-ers, election of, 

1857, 815 ; ofluers, 1858, election of. 
gi2 ; ofhcers, first election of, 727 ; offi- 
cers present at fir-it annual communu^a- 
fion. 7s^ ; of^uers present and lodjfes re- 
presenl«'d third annual communication, 
14th jul\, iS^8, S*)7 ; reco>;niti(Mi, i8s(>. 
7(^1 : reiA^v^'intion.atKlress 10 I'nilc'ditr.iml 
Liul^i'ol Krtk;iand, 1855. askmj: for, 7.^0; 
recojimtion. iS^t*, altitude o( lir.ttul 
Lodges, coiu'einini^, 7<»t> ; reci^fcjnilion, 
action of i,«iand lanJ^es relatiiikT to. 
1857, 810 : rfpr«'s«*nt.«ti\es. at fofin.i- 
luMi, incomplete list, 7.* 2 ; ri>Nolutions »>f 
t'ormation, 724-7.'^ ; l^iu>n, appointinent 
ol coniinitiee, i«S;,-, to neifoli.ite f»»r. 
S14 ; L'nion. ininiiles mt>efiiii;s kWVuefs 
for consnler.itu>n ol, SSt^-SSj : I'mon. le- 
sol»itu>iis ( oii'^iifnin tlini;, ijoy ; \\t>ik. 
ihllereiucs « i>tu eimni;. S«»S. 

< "apreol. v. C, ^'ii, H*>7. 

Carfrae, Hut^h. •7S. 

' "arfrae, Thi-is., .♦7S 

Cameron. K\xaii, larlrton Place. 2,;(). 

Can»ert>n. |ohu Mi Aipine. 2S4. 

Campl>t*ll, « apt. Alexaiuier, -•♦»!, 340. 

Campbell, \V. A., |hi. 



Campht*ll. Sir \Vm.. death, 264 ; knighted, 
2i»Ti ; homestead, York, (Toronto) 264 ; 
Masonic connection, 263; lite, sketch of, 
2(>o : |>4>rtrait, description of, 264. 

Carfrac, Thos., 368. 

Carleton Place, location, 222, 

(Carnarvon, Earl of, action, 1856, on he- 
half of Canadian Jodjjes, 75^ ; work in 
Grand Lod){fe of £n)(land, 1856, on he- 
half of Canadian lod|;es. 752. 

Carry uijif Place. i6c). 

Cassidy. \Vm., 618. 

Cattermole, («eor|{e, 278. 

Caverley, Hro., membiT St. John's, No. 
2oq, if. R.I. , funeral of. 602. 

Certificates, cost of, 147 ; Simon McCnlliv- 
ray's instructions conceminfC the issue 

Chainlterlain, Kriel, 454. 

C ham b«-rlatn's Corners, 221. 

Chamht'rs, W. J., Kin^^ston, 700. 

Charlton, B. K., statement concerning 
the jewels of The Barton LiHl)(e, 457. 

Chauncey, Commodore, 395. 
heselH)ro. Nicholas C»., 127, 1 2g. 

Chewetl, James Ctrant, 2(»<>-27o ; apjvunl- 
ment as Proving lal i«rand Architect, 1 1 ;. 

Chewett, \V. ('., 2(x>. 

Child, Col. \V., statement concermnjj .Ma- 
s»>nic Hible of 4t»tli Kegt., 0>o. 

Chishi>lin, Citl., 2S\. 

(^hisholm, <M*o., funeral, 4(>8. 

( holera in l'p|H*r Canad.i, !>>. 

Chuhbtu k, S.tniiiel N.. 122, 124 . slate- 
men! c»»nt eriiinj; Win. Mor^^an. 130. 

Cluiich, Dr. 5*i»). 

City Hoiel, ^ueU-c. (»78. 

Clarke, Cieo. A., uv 

Clark, Tilt's., Ni.ik^.ira, 2't. 

(Mark, Tht>s.. TouiistMid. ;'i«». 

Clark, Hon. Tlio^., 27f». 

Clark, Moses, 227. 

Clarke, Seri,;«*ant-M.iior ji»hn, (Hisioi% ol 
the Minden L(vlije. No. w\, G.K.I ». »*\- 
tract concer nln^ 20th Keifl. .*! S« llrle* .t. 
vS2. 

i'la>. Robert, Icltei to \\"n>. T. Sh«*pI'Cid. 
iS4<>, transinitlHii; w.trr.uit of l»vlt;e \o. 
227. (»57. 

I'lenient, lohn M.. 310. 

Clinton, IV Will, itii\ernor of New \ork. 

I27-I2*), 

C*«»bourvf, friction iancertnnk; lh«* toiuer- 
stone la%ini;«>f lovxn H,*!' ,4t. 8*>7. 

Ciule, I'teoHije, tiinei.tl *»!. t>i l- 

i. oltin. .N.iihaMicl. .»r»^. 

« oK liMiijh. i apt., .'V-. 

t 'o'lifi s I? i\ , 17.) 

l.'olttinal Ko.iiil, lir.iiul I.Oiliije of K'lv; a* »1. 
i an. idi.in C(»miniinic.itions leferreil tt>. 
|S;;7, .iiul ilecixson c»MU'ef nun;, '*»: . 
i'.matl'. til situ. itsMi. i**>7. fcpoil o»i.**';. 
lelii'i to P.ii.l . t".oi.t*la \\ est, |S;,7. con- 
ceniiiic I'Oiu es*i»ii»s ptoiH^M'd, >V4 . le- 
poii, i**>7, *»n roiuessions pf*>|H>K«Hl l>\ 
h.irl ««f /i-tiatid tor V. .«ii.iii:.in i. ratt. ^.v^ 
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Colonial Journal^ account of the corner- 
stone laying- of Kingfston gaol and Court 
House, 1824, 324 ; extract, June, 1824, 
concerning laying corner-stone Masonic 
Hall, Bath, 315 ; extract, June, 1824, 
concerning opening of Sussex Lodge, 
No. 3, Brockville. 

Commercial Bank buildings, 301. 

Connolly, John, letter to Union Lodge, 
No. 8, Grimsby, concerning petition of 
John Wright, 359. 

Constitution, book of, first issue, 71 ; 
changes in 1856, 767 ; first edition for 
Third Prov. Grand Lodge, 507 ; for 
Grand Lodge of Canada, amendments 
to, 1857, 811 ; outline of, 763. 

Convention of Irish lodges, Hamilton, 
1853, minutes of, 708; London, 1854, 
minutes of, 710; Toronto, 1854, resolu- 
tions passed at,7i2; Hamilton, 1855, 
minutes of, 715. 

Corbett, Thos. Augustus, 341. 

Corinthian Lodge, No. 834, E. R., Peter- 
boro', allegiance to Grand Lodge of 
England, 860, 884. 

Corner stone laying, first record of, 73. 

Cornick, foseph, 481, 700. 

Cornwallis, Hon. Edw., 578. 

Correspondence, 1856, report of commit- 
tee on, in Grand Lodge of Canada, 769. 

Courtney, James, initiation, Independent 
Lodge, No. 237, Quebec, 680. 

Cox, John, house of, 421; storehouse of, 
422. 

Craig, Sir James Hy., 641. 

Cranks, E., house of, 435. 

Crawford, Dr. George Gillespie, 281, 134; 
statement concerning George Garside 
and death VVm. Morgan, 139. 

Crawford, Thomas, 28^). 

Crony n, Rev. Benj., 408, 596, 604. 

Crouse, Henry, notice of motion, 1855, con- 
cerning independence, 572. 

Crown Inn, York, (Toronto), 369. 

Crown Tavern, Smith's Falls, 215. 

Crucifix, Dr., 655. 

Cruickshank, Ernest, 169. 

Culver, John, 396. 

Cummings, John, funeral of, ;\Tiji, 

Curtis, David, Ingersoll, 637. 



** Daily Atlas," Toronto, union, 1858, ac- 
count of, 914. 

Dalhousie Lodge, No. 2, Niagara, history, 
1S22-24, 306 ; agreement for disposal of 
furniture of, 30S ; cash book, discovery 
of and enirios in, 310 ; McGilllvrriy re- 
port to G.M. England, extract concern- 
ing, 307 ; meeting-place, 310 ; meetings, 
list of, 313 : nien)bers, list of, 313; re- 
cords, destruction of, 309; resume of 
previous history, 306 ; warrant, surren- 
der off 312. 

Daly, Charles, 294. 

Danby, Christopher, 183 ; case of, 29. 



Daniell, James, London, election as Pro- 
vincial G. Master, 711; presentation of 
Bible to St. John's Lodge, No. 209, Lon- 
don, 605 ; presentation of P.M. jewel to, 
612. 

Davis, Bro., representative St. John's 
Lodge, No. 209, G.R.I., at G. L. of Ire- 
land, 598. 

Davy, Peter, 351, 355. 

Davy, R. P., 351. 

Day, Joseph, cousin of Wm. Morgan, 123. 

Dawkins, Rear Admiral, 99, 162. 

Dearborn, Gen., 168. 

Dean, John, 29, 659 ; action concerning V. 
G.L. of 1842, 204: biography, 171^; 
burial, record of, 181 ; death, iHo ; dilli- 
culty in collecting Kingston bills, 1822, 
39; first Masonic record of, 179: F-ein- 
ster Lodge, receipt for warrant of, (nyo ; 
letter to Dunn, Hon. J. H., enclosing dues, 
1822,41; letters: to McGillivray, Simon. 
1822, concerning Prince Edward Lodge, 
No. 19, Hallowell, 402 ; to McGillvray, 
.Simon, enclosing proceedings first meet- 
ing P.G.L., 1822,34; to Fairfield, Benj., 
concerning difficulties between St. John > 
and Leinster Lodges, Kington, 1822, '^z: 
(extract) to Fairfield, Benj., 1822, con- 
cerning Leinster Lodge, No. iS^^, G.k. L. 
(>87 ; to Fitzgibbon, J.nnes, asking in- 
structions reg;irding duties of I'.G. Sec y. 

1822, 36 ; to Fitzgibbon, James, concern- 
ing Richmond and Rideau Lodges, 1S22. 
43; (extract) In Fitzgibbon, James, i8jj. 
concerning St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 1 , 
York (Toronto), 256 ; to Fitzgibbon. 
James, containing record of craft work 

for 1822-3, 5^1 10 Brother , 1S23. 

concerning issue of ic new warrant by 
G.M. of England, 6q ; to Dunn, John 
H., 1823, concerning fees, 55 ; it» 
Everett bner, 1823, concerning Royal 
.A.rch degrees, 58 ; to Ferguson, Jolm, 
182^1, enclosing dispensation for True 
Britons' Lodge, 416; to Fitzgerald. C»., 

1823, concerning the dispensation ot 
Kichmond Lodge, Richmond. 433 ; t»» 
Hart well, Joseph K., 1823, concernmt: 
installation of officers of Temple !-odge. 
Beverley, 430 ; (extract) to Hart well, 
Joseph K., 1823, enclosing dispensation 
for Temple Lodge, Beverley, 429; (ex- 
tract) to Hartwell, Joseph K., 1823, cmi- 
cerning dispensation for True Bntoiis 
Lodge, 415; to Turquand. Bernard. 
1823, requesting information concerning 
work P.G.L., 69; to \Villj>ie, Benom. 
1823, concerning the di^^pensation ui 
Harmony Lodge, Yonge, 427; to Bur- 
rilt, Stephen, 1825, concerning dis- 
pensation for Rideau Lodge, No. 25. 
Burritt s Rapids, 442 ; letter to Tur- 
quand. B., 1825, concerning ap|»ointfneni 
of Rev. Win. Smart, 76 ; to Turquand. 
Bernaril, 1825, giving him authority foi 
use of iLinie, 79 ; to Sunon McGillivray. 
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i.s^o, «-iu loMiivt vvarrani ol L4MnMer 
I.iHl);f, No. 2S;\, li.R.I., 690; to Ix^in- 
sifr Loilv;**. N\>. iS-^, (».R.I., coiu'i*rnin|( 
i-isiH* ol tlisptMis.dion by soi'Oiid P.O. L, 
( Mi-iitllixrav K tn.ft ; to I'urquand, Rer- 
n.«rtl, iS^q, ( <Mu-<*i iiin^ warrant lor Siis- 
•^I'X l.odj»«\ No. .^, Brockville. 31H ; 
to Isa;u I'ishfr, St'ry. IViiict* Kilward 
l.otlvji'. N»». K), Ilatlowcll, i82i, t'on- 
ttriiiii); I crlirualtrs, 40^; to (extract) 
tiro. Millw-.tiil. conrfriiinjif tvrtirtt'atc, < 
I >,^ ; r»*su|,Mu-»*H : in 'I oronio, iHo ; 111 ' 
.M«»iifii'al. iSm . siiL^i^i'stion lor itun*tin)ijs j 
ol r.(..L.. 14S. 

n«viii. Maria, ijn; sl.ilfriUMil coiu'crtiiii^ 
ti«M latht't s hitnal. iKi. | 

0«'<'.uiN lt(ntx«> iu*ai Twolve MiU* (Veok» 
.»»s 

l>olti.»ssi, Alho. .'x ulfiii-i' i'«)ru'(*rnin^ Si. 
i •»•*»! i;i* s l.*>ilk,'«*, Nt». 1). \\»rk ( Toionto), 

I ^rl l.«r«*n, l'*»l . i<w| 

nilliMi. Ilu»«».. iiisi.tlliti); oHic'cr, inau^ffiira- 
luni St |ohn •« I lul);**. No. 2o<), (f.K. I., 
^•)4 ; ltMltM«. tt» St. (i»liti s Lo»l^f, .\o. 
'«Mi. i« K I.. . .MUfrmni; wan ant ami in- ' 
H'.iU.it'iui »»i »»t!ii«Ms, yi2 ; to St. John's I 
I »uli;i'. \'o. .'«»»;. i*.i\.l., iS4i, conccrn- 
• ii\( irutu^iii .tt u^M. V4^. 
|>>vp,'ns.«ii»>iis AJdiii^tttn lanlm*. No. 7, 
Ktili. ifO'W s.'t oiiil I'rovniri.il (.iranil 
1 .ul^:*- ( \K iiiliiv rav), .^45; Kin^f Hiram 
I »».lm'. N*.> I .», ImjiMMill, from Sfcoiu! 
l*iiUiiui.il ItiaTui L^ul^r ( McCnllivravK 
;*^ ; . l.iMnst,T L.h1);«». No. 2H3, G.K,I., 
•t.Mn Stt v>iul Piovtiu'ial i<rand Lod^t* 
Mi (m1Ii\ i.t\ ). (K)_* ; Kideau LiHijife, No. 
.•;. Iliirnit •» Kapiil*>. 1S42. I'roni Ziba M. 
IMnlltps. 44^; SI. Andiow's laHi|(e, No. I, 
N tM k iToionioi, from Stn'ond Provincial : 
iMaiui i.Oilv;** ( Mi'C'ti)li\ ray), i(><> ; St. 
|.»i»n s Lt»*l^;«'.V. aiiclon Plat'f, trom Ziba 
M l'liiili|>«.. 2j;^ , Si. John > LikI);**, No. 
>. Kiiiu'*'*^". Iioin Thifd Provincial 
(it.ttiti l.«»«lu«*. i^\S' .W' i ^'« John's 
l.i»*lv:i'. .N\». .•!><), Ci.K.I., London, 1842, 
'.tiCnc*! l>\ \lo\. HarlH»r, W'.M., and 
I iMus Kull. s«'t \., Ni>, S;, 5«)2; St. John's 
K. \. L»ulv;i', Ni». q, York (Toronto), 
iioin S.'toiul Pioxincial (trand Lodg't* 
I Mi liilh\ra\ ). V" : True Britons Lt^djfe, 
\«> II. IVrih. tioin Second Pro\incial 
iitaiiii |.i>ili;i' ^Nli'liilhvray), 416; Vic- 
•i*ria Lculvji'. I p-s. of I^'tnsdowne and 
\ i^iivjr. Ir«.»iii /il'.i \l. Philhps, 220, 
l>isirii t I.Ti liiMM s. tu«.| .(ppi>inlnu*ni ol, 507. 
I>i\.s»»»n i»| I III i^Ju tion, *855, pro|K>sal I 

l«'r. >7 \ . a«li»pliiMt i»f. 110. 
I> \ i>!i»n «»i PtitvHui.il (Wand Loiljfi*, east 
«Mii. I 111 ; aiinit.ti meetings: 1826. Ml :| 
I**.';. Kiiik;Hii>n, i;;;; iiii lilies ol niectin)(, 
.•jih Xitv;.. i*^.'7, I *«>. 
n \tsu»n «»l I'lov. It l.iHl^e, Western, 1 t<i; 

'H'liuli's .»{ itn'iMim;, v*ih Jiil\, 18/7, 14.;. I 

Po«*l Hr«'\\»M\. live, York i Tt^ionlo). 1 -'.^ : j 

' 'i a»ii*n i»i. ;t» ;. , 



Doison, Samuel, tavern of, yty, 
Donncll, D., member Si. John s lanJ^;**, 
No. 2oq,G.K. I., London, corr «*s|i4)ntleiu e 
concern inK children of, 5«/7-8 ; il«Mlh ol, 

.S97. 
Downes, John W.. Brantlord, 701. 
I)ra|ier, \V. IL, 5.V. 
DuK^an (Blacliloid) Building. Hamilton, 

470. 

'^^'KK*"* Georjfe, j8<^, 

l>iic-haine. Capt., i(>8. 

Duncombe, Charles, bio>;taph\ . i87;oleil- 
ed (*.M.t>l an inde|M*iulent Ifrand Liultij:!*, 
18^6, at London, ih^ ; esiajH* Irtun 
Canada, n>o ; ex|M*iteiu-e in the rebel- 
lion of i8j7, i8t) ; inlervieM wiili Siniiiii 
McGilhvray, 22 ; lesidences, 187, n)f>.|. 

Otincoinbe. David, iqi. 

Duncombe, Klt|ah, i*)i. 

Dundas Failhltil Lod>;e. .No. 44(1 •(►stii 
Rejft. ), Kingston, (»8<». 

Dunham. Chester, hous«* ol, ;n^ 

Dunn. Alexander Kol>eits. |8<). 

Dunn. John Charles, i8j. 

Dunn, Mon. John H., H) -, at kiii»uitilt; 
nieiil rtuetpi dues to John |)i»aii, i^.*.*, 41 ; 
biOKraithv. 18^ : l.imiiy reit»rd i»t hiiili«.. 
184; marriage, 184: Mastuiu- iiMtii«-t- 
lion, !8i>; }K>rtiait ol, |8«). icsuliiuf 
184; resi^^nation as P. Iti.ttitl I mmsih fi , 
80 ; sketch ol, short, .»ti^. 

Dunn, .Maty .Inne, iS|. 

I>unn, Township, naiited. <»>.♦ 

DunnvilU*. U>c.«lioii ol. <>**-•. 



K.isihi>p<*, Sir Ji>hii, i(>-». 

Kl);m Loil>ie, .No. ;4S. MiMiiictl. I V .. «;., 

Kiswoiiti. I .tieb, 4;^, 

Kn^^land. I'luted Ch.iiuI I.i»ili;e «»l. .i« ii.*ii 
conceitiiiix (anadi.tii C'l.tii. I'^^-tt. %<>i ; 
Canadian Ciail, ai tutu .it iju.it i<*ii\ 
ineetiii)!;^, ^Ih Maich, i>»>««. i »»ii» ei n-uvj. 
74^^ ; Canadian i rati, a«'tuui. i^>7. t <*ii 
Cerniii^ menutiial Ii«mii. ji).* . iiMnmtini- 
catuui, 1857. rel«Mreil t«« i. t«ii>ii>.ti l>«Miil, 
7<M ; Canadian C i.ilt. coriextv»niliMw i*. 
18^7, shttwm^ c*>iues'su»fi«» pi.tpt»>.,.t| t»>r. 
84'K) J proceeding's, extiait %ih Mai»h. 
1S23, concerning; \vt>rk ol S m.^u M»l.il 
livray, <)g ; prtH'eedm^s iii ifuarti*!;! 
communiCtilion, (>th June. i^v>. •«( uii.ili 
Canadian chs«» w.is disc«i'»si«il. 74*. i»i.«. 
cei»dni^s ol t|uaileil\ lOHnnur ».«' ■»•!. 
Jrd Sept., lS^<>. a I wliKi't .m ««li.iti «)<.« %- 
tioii was discusHfil, 74»i ; pi.^i «•< il • »;•». 
atljotirned meelmiij, i'>i i. 'si . •'»,'■ if 
whu h i anadiati cas«» w .is ili«.^ t «>*., ,J ; , ; . 
Canadian Cialt. puv \>«'iliik,'^ .«' i-ii<'i- 
iicnX meeting, tiih Feb.. i.*^n;. t-»»»i. ♦• n 
in|i», 8it» ; Canadian C r.il!, pi .♦» »*»il in;>.. 
i^tli Feb., 18-^7. relating »i». ;*^'» . • i'«« 
diaii Cr.ift. { liH 'filing's at ipi.tf'«''\ 
comiiiunK.(lii>n i>t 4lh M.iiih, l^^7 % %>■! 
cerniii^. 817 . i .in.iih.m l. r.ili. o »»» i-iil- 
in^s ifu.irtert^ iiMiiiiiun.i .(>•<>•.. "uj **. p' . 
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1857, concerning^, 821 ; Canadian Craft, 
proceeding's of quarterly communication 
relating- to, 850 ; Canadian affairs, pro- 
ceeding's quarterly communication, June 
2nd, 1858, relating to, 884 : Canadian 
Craft, receipt of resolution of P. G. L. 
Canada West, intimating intention to de- 
clare independence of and discussion 
thereon, 821 ; Colonial Board, appoint- 
ment of, 745 ; indifference towards Craft 
affairs in Upper Canada, 157 ; letter, 
1827, concerning registration fees, 146 ; 
letter from Grand Sec'y, containing com- 
munications from Earl of Zetland relat- 
ing to Canadian affairs, 792 ; letter to 
T. Douglas Harrington, 1856, asking for 
information concerning Canadian Craft, 
771 ; neglect to acknowledge receipt of 
correspondence, 1854, resolution con- 
cerning, 562 ; Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West, concessions proposed 
by Earl of Zetland for, 749 ; recognition 
of Grand Lodge of Canada, action con- 
cerning, 1858, 918; recognition of Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, discussion as 
contained in proceedings of quarterly 
communication, Dec. ist, 1858, 885 ; re- 
cognition Grand Lodge of Canada, 
granted, 922 ; recognition Grand Lodge 
of Canada, proceedings, 20th June, 1859, 
concerning, 922 ; report on Canadian 
memorial of 1853, 576 ; resolution con- 
cerning registration fees, 147. 

Erie, Fort, old lodge at, 699. 

Evans, Joseph D., 728-737, letter to W. E. 
Evans, 1855, concerning installation o( 
officers of G.L. Canada. 738. 

Evans, W. E., Buffalo, 728, 737. 

'* FCvening Telegram," Toronto, obituary 
Francis Richardson, extract from, 948. 

Everett, Abner, letter to John Dean, 1823, 
concerning the conferring of the Mark 
Degree by Lodge No. 14, Townsend, 
390 ; report concerning Leinster Lodge, 
686. 

Fairfield, Benj., 29 ; letter (extract) to John 
Dean, 1822, concerning Leinster Lodge, 
No. 283, Kingston, 689 ; letter to John 
Dean, 1822, concerning trouble in Lein- 
ster Lodge, No. 283, G.R.I., 686; letter 
to John Dean, concerning difTicuIties be- 
tween St. John's and Leinster Lodges, 
Kingston, 1822,40 

Fairfield, Herman, 179. 

Fairfield, Stephen, 179. 

Farlevi Jas.. reply to Thos. Dillon, 1842. 
concerning inauguration St. John's 
Lodge, No. 209, G. R.L,593. 

Fees, registration, decision of the G.L. of 
England, concerning, 146. 

Fenlon, John, extract from ** Toronto of 
Old " (Scadding), concerning, 367. 

Ferns, A. J., 29 ; letter to lodge at Sack- 
ett's Harbor, N. Y., 1827, containing 
reference to Leinster Lodge, No. 283, 
G.R.L, Kingston, 696. 



Festivals, resolution concerning celebra- 
tion of, by Third P.G. L., 521. 

Fitzgerald, G., letter to John Dean, 1822, 
enclosing warrant of Richmond Lodge, 
showing members, 431 ; letter to John 
Dean, 1823, enclosing original dis]>ensa- 
tion of Richmond Lodge, Richmond, 

433- :. 

Fitzgerald, Thomas, 265. r^_. 

Fitzgibbon, James, action in rebellion of 

^837, 173-4 ; address 10 P.G.L., 18-13, 

64 ; appointment as Colonel of Militia, 

171 ; biography, 164 ; correspondence 
concerning appointment as D.P.G.M.. 

172 : death, 174 ; dissatisfaction with 
position as D.P.G..M., 56 ; letter to John 
Dean (undated), requesting original dis- 
pensation of Richmond Lodge, Rich- 
mond, 432; letter to John Dean, 1822^ 
(extract) concerning St. Andrew's Lodged 
No. I, York (Toronto), 256 ; letter to 
John Dean, 1823, releasing him from at- 
tendance P.G.L,, 58; letter to John 
Dean, 1823, concerning dispensations. 
56; letter to John Dean, 1825, counter- 
manding instructions concerning meet- 
ing P.G.L., 79 ; made a Knight of Wind- 
sor, and Military Knight, 174 ; Masonic 
work, 173 ; n»arriage, 169 ; mother 
lodge, 171 ; patent as D. P.G.M. c( 
Upper Canaila, 28 : promotion to en- 
signcy, 160 ; powers ol\ exceeded, 94 ; 
reference to, as *' rouge in memoran- 
dum, by Simon McGillivray, 96 ; remii- 
tance delayed. 1 74 ; reply to John Dean s 
letter asking for instructions, 1822, 38 ; 
residences, 22, 170: resignation. 173. 

Fitzgibbon, Chas., 171 ; affiliation with 
King Solomons Lodge, No. 222, G.R.L, 
624; installation as W.M- King Solo- 
mons Lodge, No. 222^ G.R.L. Toronto, 
630, 

Fitzgibbon, Cieorge, death ol, 171. 

Fitzgibbon, Mary Agncvs, 166. 

Fitzgibbon, William, 171. 

First Royal Keginient, Masonic lodges in, 

394- 
Fisher, Isaac, Secy P. Edward Lodge, 

Hallowell, extract letter to John Dean. 

concerning certificates, 401. 

Flanagan, Joseph F., tavern of, 404. 

Fleck, Mary, request made to St. John'> 
R. A. Lodge .\o. 9, York, for burial o\ 
her husband with Masonic honors, 363. 

Foriv-sixlh Regiment of Fool, history ol', 
640; Dominica, conduct at, 642 ; Nlas- 
onic Bible, contents of, 647-054 ; Masoinc 
Bible, exhibited at meeting ot Lodge ot 
Virtue, Manchester, England, with cor- 
respondence conv-erning, 644 ; Mast>nic 
Bible, story of. 643; named "South 
Devonshire," 64? ; red feathers, adtipt ion 
of", 641. 

Follett, Nathan, 124. 

Frank ford, location of, ^SN. 

Frankville. Uu'ation, 222. 
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Krascr, D. C, 263. 

Frasor, William, hoiisf of^ ^2^. 

Fret- Methodist Society, Carlt-ton Place, 

Freed, A. T., aci-ouiit of the revival of 
the Barton Lod^e, 1841, 458. 

Freemasons' Monthly Monitor, New 
Brunswick, Dec. iotli, 1857, Canadian 
queslion, editorial on, 852. 

Freemasons* Arms (J no. McDowell), Lon- 
don, 602. 

Freemasons** Quarterly Review, I^ndon, 
Kn)C., extract concerning appointment 
(.irand Ke)(istrar, i(^): extract showin>( 
slate Masonry in Lower Canada, 1836, 

Freemasons' Mai;a7ine London, Enjj., 
letter fron» corres|>t»ndent concerninjj 
Snnon Mc(»illivray, 164 ; obituary Simon 
McOillivray, i(>3 ; proceedinjf* Ci. L. 
En},|^land, ist Oct., iX5(>, 753. 

Furnell, Michael, S14 ; ackiiowledjfmenl of 
rank conferred by Ci. L. Cana<la, c)05 ; 
appointment .is r«»pr<*seiitalive Ci. L. 
Canatla, ncai i*. L. Ir4*laiul,*7(i(^. 

O 

(.•alt. Chief Jiisiic«\ Sir Thomas, 15.J. 

(talt. John, 152. 

Ciardiicr. ('has. T.. *S% ; funeral, ^di. 

Ctardner, K. W., 2S;. 

Ciar-suU', (m*o.. I .'4 ; statement of Dr. 
Cieo. i.'rawh»ftl toiu ei niiij; d«>ath ol, 
I ;<). 

Ctarnoch, W. H., ^»)0. 

Caatidv, IVter, fiuuM.il ol, (104. 

•'(•a/.etle, l'p|H*r C^iiKid.t, notices ol festi- 
vals ol itSji, as ceicbi.itcil In St. |*»Iim s 
R..\. Lod^e, .N\i. <>, York ('rt>ioiitoK \*>2; 
notice ol meeliMij ot St. John s K. \. 
Li>d)(e, No. q. York (Toii>nlf)). \t>^. 

**C»ajtelie,"' Montreal, iu>tic«* d»Mth *>f John 
Beikie, 17S. 

Cilrnj»arrv Fencibles, y}^, 

Cilenn, lluv:h. Itinera! ol, 2«j<». 

iilennie, \Vm., 1 5M. 

•*C»lobe,'" Toronto, Kidoiit, Tluw. t'.., fun- 
eral, account i>l, 1)40 ; Watson, Ruhanl, 
funeral, account of, 518. 

(ilobe Hotel, Cobourjj. 380. 

Cieneral l*ur|>*»ses, Bt>ard of, I'rovinii.il 
C irand Lodije of Citn.'ida West, adt>p- 
tii>n of bv-laws for the r**>;ulalion ol, 
^f»3 ; tS;^. action i oiuernmi; report 
case %>\ IMantaj^tMiet Li>d^e, No. iN<>. 
.mil St. |ohn s. No. 1 >«>. (i. K. L. n**^ . 
appt>iittiu<*t)t bv Ancient O. L. of Cain 
da ol Ijist, H^^ ; uu'inlMMs of, iS^i. 5.»% ; 
iueinl»«Ts i»f first, %o ;. 

(it'iinatiia H.ill. Ha iinltiM), (i(vS. 1)71. 

(ieossman, J*>hn. 2.S0. .;t*4. 

(*tH>dv\in s i re«*k. ^7;. 

iti^re Bank. llainili(>M, ;oi. 

Could, R. K., ( t laiisat lu>ns |.^«d^e Ou.t- 
tuc>r i.«uon.itO e\tr.«« I ct»iu'ei lunv; .»oth 
Kc^t.. 5S0. 



Cowan, James Rol>eri, 2S4. 

Graham, (.ieorjfe, house ol. 4.*o. 

Crand Masonic Conveuiioti. jZ.*>a M. IMmI 

lips) minutes of meelinji;, .*4ih I cl>tt).ii\. 

1842, Kin>^ston, 20_^ : nuiiuics of tncct- 

injf, 6lh Februar), 1844, at Simih -» I* .tils, 

207. 
Crand Royal Arih t'h.tpit'r tW v ,iii.mI.«. 

forma tiitn of, 808. 
Crand Visit«>r, aciu>n, 1^:^. »oiu*inmij 

appi"»intment of, 8f). 
lirant, John, luuise o(. 4JJ. 
tireeiu*, Major-Cieneial. S'l H» tw \ Kinltii. 

|8<>. 
Ciunn, Wm., 4S1 . 
Cu\ sborouijh, ^«h> . Hi«»!mi\ ,♦» •! , i ,»i,'i«\ 

of. (Mrs. J.iiues. L 11 11 • I. .'xti . • . »»ii 

Ct'inin^; WiHi.tin (.tlii'i \\ «•*!'« s,i \\ m 

Cainphi-U. _»(>!. 

H 



»\ . I I » ! - 



»i '« • 



Havjefnnn, C'lu isiop'uM \ . •' 

Htm. JiistueJ .•71 ; •;. 
Halt*. |<tiialh.in, ;<'S 
Half. \V m . I>«iiid.is, ♦>•;, 
Hal«*\ . .Mai V, itH|. 
Hall, K .ipt.. 1(h). 
Haiti foil. Hall. i'ai<. t.Mi I' .<, 
Hall. Jos«*pli, nit>\i'f ol i«« ' ■ 

t'ontr«il »>\«*r .\| is.>ui \ •■ \ ■• . , 

HaUoWt'll tOWllsh Jl 'u^^ .!»• ••• 

HaM s l"i»r lU'i >, 7»» • 

I l.tini|lt>ii aiu) |i»»i»i"« !" . . -s 
ol. S,\-;. 

Hardin^:. |. I*'.. s«».i-j....i ,•• • . . . • 

nii^TlOll toi » 01 !!■•• • • • I 1- .»• , 

hiiiul. ^70. 

H.iMnk;lon. 1 . P.*-..^' - ^^ ' • '• 

ijon \\)ih Si. lotiM -. 1 .• 'v:« \ > 'n .^ 
ston. ;4i : app*- mMi i • - J' t. \* .» 
iaiLtda K.««»l. ♦;**. .1 • . " * • •• ••• 



• t'-*" . • I 



prep.ircd bv ,>;;.» ••! 

\\ ilh Kaf I «'f /« • .11 .! . ..« •• 



. I i 



r ,. 



1. I 



.ttlian i. lali, ^'H» 's,, s ^ ,. , 

iti.nul M.istiM io«i»*' 

ri'plv t*» h'ltfi ol i ». I . '^ 

»>l Fiiv;t.tiu!. i*»^i». .t^-v «' i" . 1 

i'i>tut*Mnn^l..n*.iti.ov 1' *" .»C"'i 

luMI .IS I* i', \\. r»,^\ I , 1. . ! .S ^-i- 

of VjtU'bfi .iiitl Il't« ls\.'-.. *.. 

I l.tt ns, *I1k>s. Bit «l. ^ ; I 
Hains. W. K., loio'Mo. ;,•■ 

II niistMi, S.«imu*l |»«'<'s I \ s^ 

H irt. Mrs. I I'lu's }• . , .N'' .. »• . ■ • V 

Win lalici vv.if ti'» *>•• W » • V 

I l.ntufv . P.it' » k. ;• *» 

H.u'wfll, Jo»»» p'. K . *.••• - •■ '^' '• 

I *^- V * **»'* «•• i.mvj J.>p > 1" . I . B 

lotis I *h1i;»', 414 . r\' .1 • •« '•■ l«»' » 

i ^«Mii, iS.' ;. i o'u ,M »• ' i^ I • ,• ! ♦ i;« 
B«'\ei 1«*\ . I ;o. 

liaitwcll^ I i\.»n W «•-'•• 

fi.«tinoii\ I 01. c*. ^ * « "^ * ''^ •• b 
bri»»»k. In-^liMX. I**-,; ^"^ ' ^' «' •• 

7"j ; tn«*i't'M^ p I, .•« 
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Nova Scotia, The Present State of (1784), 

extract from, 261. 
Nowlan, Manny, house of, 224. 



Ontario House (Wellington Hotel), York 
Toronto, 21, 255-259. 

Ouimet's Hotel, Hawkesbury, 586. 

Odell, Joshua S., house of, 406. 

O'Dwyer, Father, parish priest, London, 
correspondence concerning" children of 
D. Donnell, member St. Johns Lodge, 
So. 209, G.R.L, 597-598. 

Olmstead, Reuben, funeral, 449. 

Olmstead, Rufus, letter to Barton Phillips, 
asking him to act as proxy for Rideau 
Lodge, No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, con- 
vention, 1842, (Phillips) 447. 

Ogilvie, Alex., 284. 

O'Ncil, John, 192. 

OReilly, H. R., 481. 

Orr, A. B., Stratford, 7o,v 

Oshawa House (Richard Wood), 43S. 

Osborne, John, biography, 942 ; M.isonic 
connection, 942 ; slalt^mcnt ronccrning 
election first Grand Secreiarics, Grand 
Lodge of Canada, 94J ; sialonuMU con- 
cerning portraits of Joseph and John 
Brant, 944. 

P 

Palmer, Col., 691^. 

Patents, Kitzgibbon, Col. Janies, 2S ; Mk- 
Gillivray, Simon, 27 ; MacNab, Sir Allan 
\., as P.G.M. under Grand Lodge oi 
England, 1844, 4S2 ; Phillips, Ziha M., 
as P.D.P.G.M.. 1822. 248. 

Paterson, Peter, 280. 

** Patriot " office. Torv>ntt>, 51.S. 

Patterson, David, 374. 

Patterson, Rev. R. Stewart, 64 ;. 

Paul, Thomas. Toronto, 62 ^ 

Perth, location of, 415. 

Petitions, Craftsmen of Merrickville, for 
removal of Rideau Lodge, No. 25, Bur- 
ritt's Rapids, to that place, 44S : How- 
ard, Wm., to L'nion Lodge, Grimsby, 
1823, for initiation, 35S : Lcinsler Lodge, 
No. 283, G.R.L, to Simon McGillivray, 
for amalgamation with St. John's Lodge, 
No. 5, 689 ; Provincial Grand Lodge 
(second) to the G. L. of Kngland, asking 
remission of fees and establishment of 
provincial registry, 142 ; Rideau Lodge, 
No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, to Ziha M. 
Phillips for warrant, 444 ; St. Francis" 
Lodge to Ziba M. Phillips for warrant, 
213 ; S'.. John s Lodge, C'arleton Place, 
to G. L. of EnglantI lo< P. G. M. »«S44, 
230; Union Lodge, .No. 13, Tp. Rich- 
mond, for removal to Frederick >burgh, 

3«7. 
Peyton, Sir Robert, 57S. 

Phillips, Barton, 203 ; appointed proxy for 
Rideau Lodge. No. 25, B'lrritl % Rap- 
ids, at convention, 1S42 (Phillips), 447. 

Phillips, Mary Nculeion, 242. 



Phillips' National Hotel, Kingston, lcx:a- 
tion, 203. 

Phillips, Samuel S., 238 ; description of 
his father's experiences at Lundy's Lane, 
239 ; statement concerning his father 
Z. M. Phillips, 243. 

Phillips, Stephen Burritt, 242. 

Phillips, Ziba Marcus, action in 1842-1844, 
198-200, 250 ; appointment as P.D.P.- 
G.M., 29. 247 ; biography, 237 ; defence 
of action taken in 1842-44, 252 ; charge 
by P.G.L. in connection with action in 
1842, 485; children of, 242: entries in 
pass-book, 245 ; experiences in the war 
of 1812-14, 239-240; funeral, 254; gazet- 
ted as Captain, 242 ; grave, location of, 
-55 J letter to Johnston Neil^on, 1843, 
concerning warrant for St. John's 
Lodge, Carleion Place, 224 ; letter to 
Geo. L. Burritt concerning meeting of 
P.G.L., 26th Dec, 1845, 210; letter to 
Rd. Watson, P.G. Sec, 1845. in reply 
to charge in connection with action, 
1845, 485 ; letter (extract) to Alexander 
Matheson, concerning petition for war- 
rant at Kemplville, 237 ; Masonic con 
nection, 246 ; mother lodge, 238; patent 
of appointment as P.O. P.G.M. , 248 ; 
portrait, description of, 246 ; reply to 
charges made by Third Provincial G. L,, 
211; reply to Johnston Ncilson, 1839, 
concerning warrant for St. Francis' 
Lodge, Smith's Falls, 213; residences. 
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Phillips, Sr., Ziba Marcus, 237 : grant as 

C E.L. . 2;\S. 
Pilkington, Isaac, 275. 
Police office. King W'illiam St., Hamilton. 

459- 
Port Stanley, laying the foundation stone 

of new county buildings at, 6i t : location 
of, 617. 
Portal, Rev. Canon Geo. R., action on be- 
half of Canadian Craft, 1856, in G. L. 
of England. 744-754; appointment as re- 
presentative of P.G.L. of Canada West, 

1856, 776; motion for a return of number 
of meetings held of P.G.L. Canada 
West at which Sir A. N. MacNab had 
l>ersonally presided, 789-816; motion for 
the granting of privileges to P. G. L, 
Canada West, discussion of. 746; motion 
to refer memorial from Canadian Craft, 

1857, to Colonial Board of G. L. Eng- 
land, 820; motion to adopt report Colon- 
ial Board. 1857, on Canadian situation. 
825 ; motion of non-confirmation of 
minutes Ci. L. England, relating to re- 
cognition Ci. L. of Canada West and dis- 
cussion thereon, 918, 



osl, George, hotel of, 435. 
osl, Jordan, 43b. 
'owell, iirant, 173. 
revost (Privai), Louis, 285. 
revost, Sir George, report conduct Fit? 
gibbon at Beaver Dams, 1(59. 
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Prr»H Hotel, Hamilton, 464. 

Price, CU)i. John, 640. 

Prideaux, General, death of, 641. 

Prince Edward Lod{^e, No. 19, township 
of HaUowell, County of Prince Edward, 
history, 1822-30, 401: letter to Provin- 
cial G. L., (undated), concerning dues, 

40.V 
Probftt\ Tavern, London, 602. 

Provincial (vrand l^>d>^e of Upper Canada 
(second), organization and first mcctinf^, 
17: address Deputy Grand Master, 1822, 
(X4: aniiiwd meeting (eastern), Kin);ston, 
1827, 145 ; annual meeting (western), 
1827, York, 140: appoint nieius, 1825, 83; 
attempted revival, 1842*45, 200 ; chan^c^* 
of date first mectin^^, 21; circular con- 
cerning establishnuMil of a Masonic 
Registry, 97; ciicular of Sinu^n McGil- 
livray, concerning action P. C«. L., 1825. 
85; circular to lodges, 1824, concerning 
fees, 74; circu'«'4r, 1827. directing mourn* 
inj{ to be worn for nuke of V'ork, 148; 
circular, ^ij^^iied b\ U. Turiitiand, 1827. 
concerniii>; r«*tiirns, 145; conJition, 1828, 
150; divi^ioiiN, casitMii and western, 
system €'idi>pu*d. 110; dorni.inc\, 1829, 
1^2; effitrl to estMl»li>>li Proviiu iaK'trand 
Warrant, 183(1, London, with rninufes, 
KjJ ; rttsi iircul.tr issiit-ti hv, 17; (•iMittl 
architect .ippouiit'il, 113; lodges, arrival 
ol warranis tutin li. L. ot Liijiflaiid, 73 ; 
lotljc*"* on roll, 1.SJ5. 101 ; Iodides lepre- 
venlcti tirst niociuiv:. .'4 ; liulm's. ic«»iimc 
*»( wt»rk bv, t^y, 70, 74. 120; inci'iin^ 
places, io<>; nu*ctinj^>, aUcriiate, airan>;c- 
nieiU lor, N5 ; iiu"fhn>i, scionj, kS-»3, \2 ; 
inoetinv^, fourlli. ih.;;^, S<>; mectini;. 1S27, 
141 ; mitiules, first im'tMinj;, iS.'.'-^, initi- 
iilcs, >04t>m| moftuii;. i'*^-^^, '>3-(><) ; nun- 
iilesol Npi'v'ial ineetni^. coriuT-sitmc \.i\- 
in^j, 1824. KifVUNU'tn, 73: 1825. 81 ; niMuiics 
ot nu*elin>;, 24111 July, 1820, 104 ; in.nuii's 
meelinji, 31SI Jiilv, i8.»(), 105; iinuiilc's 
mccliiiji^. Anvj. -muI, i82<». 107 ; iinn- 
utes ntrclin^. 7lh Aujf., i8»(), kkS ; 
niiDiitcs. J, Mid Aiii^., iSiti, eastern tli vi- 
sion, 112; ininutt's fiu'«Minj;, 30ih J-iK. 
1827, i^i: inimit«*s nioelinjij u-asUTJi 
dixisicin), 1827, Kinirslt>n. t4<.); niinules 
of meciitij». 241I1 Kob.. |S4.», Kini^sion. 
tinilrr /^iha M. Plullips, 20 \ ; ntnuili^s 
of mectim;, hlU l-«'b., tS^^, at Snnth s 
halls, »i>7 ; oltK»*is, t o\\ ,»i, »»pp. 1^7 . 
|H*lttton to it. L. »>t Lnvjlaiid, pi**- 
pa rat ion »»t. 14 « , pi i»p»»s»*i] r,«coii 
striu'tuMt III 1^37. KJ4 . priUMUt.il luiul, 
(•slablislitiuMil vil, .S»i ; vipiiiion Sinu>i) \K - 
(filli\r.i\ 1 otu<-i iimi:. S| ; rcpa\ it.ciil pari 
Ml. itillix ra vadv.tiu'c. loS; 1 cu «HiiiiuMula- 
tiiin lt»r easU'in arul vv«*si,»rn ilivisu^n*" «>t, 
lOy ; rert>rtls, iSjS. l.nk ol, 1^1 ; sum- 
mi^ns fcit In «>l inct'tiiii^. it), stiimnons !*»! 
s«*iOiid nicftiUi; in i.>2;. >7 ; siiinni«>ns. 
|Si^, >wj ; suntin««tis aiMin.il MM*«'iitii», i'<}(*, 
103; stinuiioiis. aufui.i. iieciiiiv:, t8*i». 



eastern division, 111; summons (or an- 
nual meelin({^, 1828, at York (T«»roiiloJ. 
151 : summons for annual meetin^i;, 1821). 
15J ; summons for meetin}^ in 1842 issued 
by Zil>a M. Phillips, 201. 
Provincial Grand Lodg^e of Canada West, 
accounts, 1851, arran^emenl for adjust- 
ment o(, under Board of Ciencral Pur- 
poses, 534 ; action rejfardinjj infrinjfc- 
ment of jurisdiction, 491*501 ; ball, 1848. 
uiidur auspices of, Toronto, 515 : Urcnk- 
ville Loii>;e, receipt of jxMiiion, iSs^. 
571 ; bv'laws amended, 521 ; bv-lau'^ 
for the regulation of the Kc»aid ol 
(ien<*ral Purpos«>s, adoptii>n i>l, ^<>\: 
Canada, Cf.L. of, interct»iirs*' fi«rbiiiii«*i« 
with loil){es of, 777 ; canditl.ilfs uiuK-r 
Iwenty-otif, r«'^ulation »-imu cm innj;, s**7 • 
charjje a>;ains( Z. M. Phillips, m umi- 
neclion with his actiim in 1S42 and ili-- 
Icncc, 485 ; charj^e, resolution i *nu imii- 
m^ memlu'is under unmasonic, 507 . in- 
ciilar, i84<», signed bv Kd. Wat>»»n, im» 
cK>siiii; Km in oi enli Km ntiii(ii«>s. pi»«- 
pari'iltor t^iiul.iiu <* 1 SuluininiaU' liHii;t's 
41)3; ciiitilai, 1847, cotu«»ninv» In s* 
Ho.trd oi C»enci;d Purposes aiul baiiiuM " 
for siiIkji dinatc* lod)i;es, 503 ; * tMiiininni a- 
lioiis, 184^, til si, 47<> ; 41I1 Ni>v., i>'4s, 
sect>iul, 4S4 ; 2«)lh June. iS;*!. ib'ul, 4"^^ . 
sp4'Cial, 4th Au>;us(, 184(1. 4<^_' ; t»»uitl., 
i<>(h .\it\., 184(1, 4<i7 , fitih. I nil |i.:u. 
1847, 4i>K : sptTial. I3lli Xininsl. i>47. 
5t)2 ; mil .Nov., i«*^47, .V4 . '^ix'h, i^tJ 
and i(>lli Inne, 184S, y)7 ; >p4( i.tl, d 4»» 
nei sioiu' la\in)j^, St. Cat liai iiu'»»). \*>i't 
i'^il., 1S4S, 311 ; s(>MMllll. ir>li. and '7 I 
Nt»v., ?84S. ^1 4 : s|H*i lal. ()l li \|M.!,f>i»» 
(I'lncial »>l Ku li.iiil Watson i. >i 7 . • c ♦■"• 
i^th Jniu*, 1S411, 32(^ ; ninth, i^tl. \o\ 
1841), >-•-•; tenth, Oih |unc. i^;i». -..•4 . 
cU'viMitli, I4lh aiiiJ i^lh.\t»\.. i^'*'*, ^'7 . 
twelfth, iilh anti 12th Jim**, i*^^i, ^;.'. 
spei lal. (ti»rner stt»ne laxiuv:. Mfki*' 
House-, PiMt Hi>p<'K «)in *^« p . l*'^.. 

>3> ; ihntctMjih, i2tli Nt»\ . is^i. >»7. 
loni liMMtth, i)th Jtnit*, iS^.', >;<• tt'!«»t,'i 
.M»tli arul .'InI C">iI., |.S^.», ^p. ^ vi ,•,•!.. 
2()lh May. '853. 544. >!>«•« I.I I •l.iv.tu^- 
cot ntM si^»n«* i.\>nnt\ 1>m>IJii.«:'', W " -t'.^s . 
3tith Jim**, '•'^33, 54*1. s»'v*Miti'i ml . _•*•• 
C^ct., 1*^53. Ss«. special (l.«Mi-v: ».«iiu-' 
siiMic tit Mt'v li.inti H Insiitiiit 1 t> t ti'tM. 
17th \pMi, «^.-,4, s5 i, »*i»:' »»«'•• «Mi 
Max. i^^4. V»t . ninoit»n*ti. '^rh i^, • . 
••*^^*. s'*'. •"■•I'ulli, ii»tl«ai.»! . • M«\. 
• •*^;i^, ^'•7. '»P' » lal. V 'lit. Ml H.« '»«• \ % 
^.it.i, lul\, '^'>'%, %7»>; tv^i'i'v I • ^" .'.'»* 
V^*lt»l»«'». 1^^^. 7 ;^, I vxent X o* * t'ii*l '«>! 
Max . l^^'^. 7 j«», tuftrlx til III ." ;• J v^. ' . 
I *^ V>. 77«». •H|»»*. ..il I Jax I >vl * t^' '•« '^•«"i»"\ « 
liM la H.iJ. C obtMii v; ). ;i>!b H« « . » ^ >' • i 7"* 
sp«>t tai i4*p«Ml itMninillt't .ipp<' -ttl it* 
l«.nn»* lU'tiiion to l-nv;i.in.l . "*: ' :ti 
i*N^^ 7^,*. I v\,Mn \ i«iiii<h. ;o''' I'l'.- •«^; 

7l;«J. t «M l«'Np,Mld«MU «> VX'tll ln.»Htl 1 %'».^,« 
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of England, 1857, concerning extension 
of privileges, 800; dissatisfaction con- 
cerning issue of warrants by G. L. of 
Ireland, 563; dissolution, 830; district 
lecturers, appointment of, 507; England, 
G. L. of, regret for action, 1856, 7.76; 
entered apprentice, regulation cOncefn- 
'^^Sf 5^! farewell address to G. L. of 
England, committee to prepare, 840; 
fees, action concerning, 185 1, 532; fees, 
regulation of, 490; festivals : resolution 
concerning celebration of, 527; regu- 
lation concerning, 521; financial returns, 
1849, 524; 1850, 532; 1854, 567; Grand 
Chaplain, first appointment of, 498; 
P. Grand Secy., saUry of, 524; Grand 
Visitor, resolution to appoint, 490 ; grant 
for erection Masonic Temple, 565 ; hon- 
orary members, decision concerning, 
'^5'> 532; incorporation, decision to 
apply for, 500-502 ; independence, declar- 
ation of, 1857, 805 ; letter to Grand 
Secy., G.L. England, 1857, concerning 
reply to memorial of same year, 791 ; 
lodges on roll, 1846-7, 506 ; lodges on 
roll, 1848, 510 ; lodges on roll, 1850, 531 ; 
lodges, 1852, 543 ; lodges, 1854, 566 ; 
lodges represented first meeting, 481 ; 
lodges represented at last meeting of, 
832 ; memorials ; to G.L. England, 1850, 
first resolution concerning, 525 ; 1850, 
first to P. G.L. England, 529 ; 1852, reso- 
lution to transmit, 542 ; 1853, with letter 
from T. G. Rid out, 545 ; 1857, 780 ; 
lodges approving of, 788 ; first meeting, 
9th August, 1845, 4^« 4^'^' 483 : second, 
4th Nov., 1845, 487; minutes; third, 
29th June, 1846, 490,491, 492: special, 
4th August, 1846, 496; fourth, 19th 
Nov., 1846, 497; fifth, nth and 12th 
June, 1847, 500-50 » ; special, 13th Aug- 
ust, 1847, 503; half-yearly, nth Nov., 
1847,505; sixth, 15th and i6thjune, 1848, 
507-508-509 ; special (cornerstone laying 
St. Catharines), 30th Oct., 1848, 511 ; 
minutes, seventh annual communication, 
1 6th and 17th Nov., 1848, 514. 516, 517 ; 
minutes. 1849, special meeting (funeral 
Rd. Watson), 519 ; minutes, eighth an- 
nual communication, 15th June, 1849, 
520 ; minutes, ninth annual communica- 
tion, 15th Nov., 1849, 522 ; minutes of 
eleventh communication, 14th and 15th 
Nov., 1850, 527-530 ; minutes, twelfth 
communication, nth and 12th June, 
»85i, 532. 533. 5.34i 535 ; minutes of spe- 
cial communication (laying corner stone. 
Market House, Port Hope), 9th Sept., 
'85 1, 535 ; minutes of fourteenth com- 
munication, 9th June, 1852, 539, 540, 
541 ; minutes, fifteenth communication, 
20th and 2istOct., 1852, 541 ; minutes 
of sixteenth communication, 20th May, 
1853,545; minutes of special meeting 
Maying comer stone Countv Buildings, 



Whitby), 30th June, 1853, 550 ; minutes, 
seventeenth communication, 29th Oct., 
'853, 551, 552, 553; minutes of special 
meeting, 17th April, 1854 (laying comer 
stone, Mechanics' Inst., Toronto), 554 ;. 
minutes of eighteenth communication, 
9th May, .1854, 561 ; minutes, nineteenth 
communication, 25th Oct., 1854* '564 ; 
minutes of- twentieth communication, 
loth and nth May, 1855, 568; minutes, 
twenty-first communication, 23rd Oct., 
'855, 73^1 739» 744 ; minutes of special 
meeting (laying comer 45tonc, Victoria 
Hall), 30th Dec, 1856, Coboui>^, 778 ; 
minutes, special meeting (report commit- 
tee appointed to frame petition to Eng* 
land), 8th Jan., 1857, 780; minutes, 
twenty-fourth communication, 30th June, 
•857. 799 ; '^st, 9th Sept., 1857, 839 ; 
Morgan, Adolphus Fred., grant to widow 
of, 540 ; motion to appoint delegates 
to form independent Grand Lodge, 571 ; 
non-intercourse with lodges of G. L. Can- 
ada rescinded, 800 ; New York, report 
on action in connection with installa- 
tion of officers, G. L. Canada, 737 ; 
officers, 1845-56, roll of, 950 ; period 
prior to revival, 1845, 476 ; proceedings, 
resolution for issue in pamphlet form, 
564 ; proxies, decision of the Grand 
Lodge England regarding, 499 ; rail- 
way jubilee, 1851, resolutions of thanks 
concerning, 538 ; regalia, provision 
^o*"' 533 ; report, 1856, conceming 
claims made by G.L. Canada, 741 ; re- 
ports of D. D.G.M.'s conceming, 587, 
588, 589 : representative. Grand, first 
appointment of, 549 ; representatives, 
exchange of, with Grand Lodge of New 
York, 552 ; resolution, 1856, conceming 
neglect of G.L. of England to acknow- 
ledge correspondence, 562 ; secession 
of lodges first, 738 ; summonses ; second 
communication, 484 ; third communica- 
tion, June, 1846, showing business to be 
done, 488 ; special, August, 1846, 492 ; 
fifth, June, 1847, containing portion of by- 
laws. 499; Thistle Lodge, No. 19, Am., 
reference to dispute in a Masonic review, 
and action of third P.G. L. concerning. 
530 ; report on dispute conceming, 526 ; 
settlement of dispute concerning, 528 ; 
warrants issued, 1846-7, 491, 506; 1849. 
524 ; from Unity Lodge, Whitby, and 
Harmony Lodge, Kitley, receipt of, 
540 ; returned to Grand I.,odge of Can- 
ada after union, 917 ; surrender of, 839; 
Wilkie, grant to, 527 ; work, effort to 
secure uniformity of, 521. 

Provincial Grand Master, provision con- 
cerning, in case of death, 85. 

Proxies, decision of Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land regarding, 499. 

Putnam, Joshua, 192. 

Putnam Wm.. 192. 
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Ridcau Lod){fe, No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, 
history, 1H22-45. 439 : action, 1842, in 
connection with attempted revival P. 
it.L., 44(> ; dispensation (Phillips) 445; 
dormancy, 444 : extract from minutes, 
1841, concerning; meeting P.G.L., 201 ; 
resolution appointing proxy for meeting 
P.G.L., 1H42, 203 ; extract minutes con- 
cerning meeting of Orand Convention, 
1844, Smith s Falls, 206; warrant, 1844 
(Phillips), 44<). 

Randall, P.Ct.M., (.trand Lodge of New 
York, 72H. 

Raymond, ** Widow," house oft 455. 

Rea, Wm., n.D.ii.M., Ottawa District, 
1884. report concerning St. John'sLodge, 
No. 159, Ct.R.L. 5S8. 

Read, Sanuu*!, statement concerning fun- 
eral of Ziba M. Phillips, 254. 

Read's btirying-ground, 253. 

" Register, The American," letter from 
Kbene/er Bell, 1842, concerning meeting 
P.Ct.I.., 2i>2 : letter from B. Turquand 
and John Dean, concerning meeting P. 
it. I-., 1^42. 204. 

Registry , provmi i.tl petition for, 142 ; cir- 
cular concerning establishment of, 97 ; 
Simon McCiillix ravs opinion concerning, 

Re\ell, Rc\. H«m»i y. Ingersoll, 638. 

Revers, Major James, funeral of, 598. 

Reynolds. Wm.. 5<^>. 

Richardson. 1* lanris. appointment as Prov. 
G. Sec, 41)8; biography, 945; creden- 
tials as re|>reseiiiative of St. John's 
Lodge, No. I. New York, to St. An- 
drew's Lodge. No. I, Toronto, 947 ; 
.Wasonic connection. 945 : presided at 
meeting of P.if.L.. 487. 

Richmond, locc'ttion of, 431. 

Ruhmond Lodjfe, No. 24, RichmiMid, his- 
tory, 1822. 431 : correspondence concern- 
in j» aHiiiatii>n with Second Prov. G. L., 
I .Mc(iilli\rayK 431, 433; name, confused 
with otln'f Itulges of same. 434. 

Richmond Lotlge, Richmond Hill, history, 
i'*»-'4-t«. 4>^: meeting place, 455; olTi- 
cers. iS ;i. 450. 

Richmond Mills, location of^ 387. 

Ridout. iieo. , pelitiv>n received in St. An- 
drew s Lodge, .\'o. I, 2(>8; mitiation, 

2iiO- 

RiiliXit, Thotn«<s, .•(j4, t)34. 

Ridi>iii. Tlios, ifibbs. 1 5.S; apptMntment as 
(.traiul Tic.4'»iirer, So; appointment as | 
Depiii\ P.l'i.M., Third Provincial Grand 
LvhI^^*-, iN4^. jSv bii>graphy, 1)34; extract 
Icitcr !o W J. Kcir, 1S42, concerning 
warrant tor H. 11 Ion 1-odge. 4(»3; house of, 
270. initiation. 2<h); letter, accompanying ; 
infinonal ii> i». !-. Knifland, 1853, 548; J 
.Masonic Ci»rinection. M35: petition receiv- 
ed in .St. .And lew's Lodge, No. I, 268;' 
pr*'scntaluMi oi plate by St. Andrew's 
Lodjjt*, Nv>. I. jQi . proposal to recom- ( 



mend for appointment as P.G.M., 1845, 

banquet and addresses, 302; scroll de- 

|>osited in grave of, 939. 
Roberts, Charlotte, 184. 
Robertson, Henry, P.G.M. Canada, action 

concerning St. John's Lodge, No. 159. 

'G.R:L, 590. 
Robinson, John, Brantford, 392. 
Robinson, Joseph, funeral of, 612. 
Robinson's (Robberson's) Hall, Brantford. 

Robinson Hail, London, 605. 
Rogers, Joseph, 284. 
Rolph, Dr., 373. 
Rose, Waller, 378, 368. 
Rossin, Marcus, 341. 
Russell, Gavm, 218. 



St. Andrew, lodges named, 255. 

St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 1, York (Toron- 
to), history, 1822-45, 255; affiliation with 
third Provincial Grand Lodge, (Mac Nab), 
304; brief reference to, in letters of John 
Dean, James Fitzgibbon and Bernaid 
Turquand, 37, 38, 39; extract from min- 
utes, 1831, showing proposal to petitum 
G. L. of England for appointment P. it. 
M., 155: extract from minutes, 184^. 
containing resolution to recommend 
Thos. Gibbs Ridout for appointment as 
P.G.M. , 209; by-laws, 267: charter mem- 
bers, 260 ; connection with St. George s 
Lodge, No. 9. 280 ; dispensation, 26 ^ ; 
dormancy, 278. 283 ; extract minutes, 
1834, concerning appi,>intment P.G..M., 
*57J festivals celebrated, 272, 282, 285, 
287, 288, 291, 296, 298. 30i>. 301, 30; : 
financial report, 1843, 297; furniture pur- 
chased, 301 ; liKJge ro<«m rented to Pnni 
itive Methodist Congregation and thi* 
Mechanics' Institute, 281 ; h>dge r4>«>iii 
rented to singing society, 2S2 ; lod^e 
room rented to John Deans musnai 
society, 284: Masonic Hall, .trraiik^e- 
ments made for erection o(^ 3(k); nu fl- 
ing places, 259. 2O9, 270. 273. 274. /s.*. 
■283f 304; members, 1822-1845, 3«»4-;: 
Mac Nab, Sir Allan N., initi.itivMi i>t. .'S-; 
Market Lane Hall, agreement ioi s.ile ot. 
29(>; Market Lane Hall, re|K>rts coiuern- 
ing lease of lot, 289, 290; Market Lane 
Hall, 1843, re|>ort of committee on k*. 
moval. 295; officers, first, 2(ir>; piiv»U-^e> 
granted to members o\ imlili.i. 27;, : 
records, first, 255; request from ii«\ 
cor|K)ration to l.iy comer st*>tie ol new 
market, 1844, 3ch» ; resolut'on to .*»* ep* 
lease from cor)H>ratian, 2t)«> ; iesolutu«ii 
to erect Masonic Hall, 28^.); res4>lution to 
|>elition G. L. England for .tppoinrment 
P.G.M., 281 ; revival, i8.»i>. ijV ; regn- 
al, 1840, 283; Ridout, Thos. G., pieH««n- 
tation of plate to, \%ith adilre^^es .tnd 
description, 2<)l : Ridout. propos.il to 
recommend for .ip)XMtitmenl .is V.O \1 . 
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banquet and presentation of address, 
302 ; Ridout, communication to G. L. 
England, concerning transmission of 
dues, 295 ; Unity Lodge, Whitby, ap- 
peal from, 293; W.M.s, list of (1822-45), 
305. 

St. Catharines, location of, 397 ; comer 
stone of Town Hall laid by P.G.L., 511. 

St. David's (Vaughan) Lodge, No. 236, 
G.R.L,Nobleville( Maple), history, 1854- 
56, 674 ; affiliation G. L. Canada, 676 ; 
meeting, minutes of first, 675 ; members, 
677 ; warrant, petitioners for, 674. 

St. Francis* Lodge, Smith'ji Falls, history, 
1837-45, 211; Masonic poetry, 218; 
meeting-places, 214-218; minutes first 
meeting, 214 ; petition lor warrant, 213; 
recommendation of petition for Morning 
Star Lodge, Carleton Place, 216. 

Si. George's Lodge, No. 9, York (Toron- 
to), history, 1825-29, 365 ; lodge room 
rented to the Baptist congregation with 
agreement for same, 374 ; jewels, sum 
paid for, 371 ; members, 377 ; meeting- 
place, 366 ; minutes first meeting, 366 ; 
mourning for Duke of York ordered, 
373 ; officers, 377 ; resolution to exclude 
Jonathan Hale, 368 ; settlement of af- 
fairs of R. A. Lodge, No. 16, 371-372; 
warrant, surrender of, 376. 

St. George s Lodge, No. 1 5, St. Catharines, 
history. 1822-45, 397 ; dormancy, 397 ; 
meeting-place, 397-8 : officers, 1835, and 
list P.M.s, 397. 

St. Creorges Cathedral, Kingston, 323. 

St. Georges Kpist opal Church, St. Cath- 
arines, 397. 

Si. Helena, 201 h Kegt. at, 580-582 ;^map 
of, showing Masons' Lodge, 582. 

St. Hill, Phillips, 659. 

Si. fames' Cathedral of Toronto destroyed 
hv lire, 517. 

St. John's Lodge, Carleton Place, history, 
1S42-45, 222 ; application for warrant 
from Third P.G.L., 235; benevolence 
granted, 235 : discussion concerning 
petition for P.G.M.. 229-230 ; dispensa- 
tion. 225 ; festivals celebrated, 226, 228, 
230, 2;i^t 234, 236: petition to G.L. of 
Kngland for P.G.M., 230 ; poem found 
in minute book, 222. 

St. Johns Lodge, No. 5, Kingston, history, 
1S22-45, 3-^' ^*^'i'^^" concerning com- 
munication from Barton Lodge, with 
lelerence to formation of P.G.L., 342 ; 
atViliaiion with Third Provincial Grand 
Lodge (Mac Nab), 343 : circular, 1855, 
loiuerning proposal to divide jurisdic- 
tion and form P. G.L. of Canada East, 
573 ; corner stone Gaol and Court House 
laid with Masonic honors, 324 ; dispen- 
sation, 321 ; dormancy, reason for, 
336 : festivals, celebrations of. 322 ; ex- 
tract from minutes, showing intention 
to memoriali/e G.L. England, 155 ; 
extract from minutes, 1844, concerning 



need for appointment of P.G.M., 209; 
Ferns-Chestnut, case of, 329 ; objection 
to the payment of rent by the P.G.L., 
331 ; officers, 344 ; Masonic Hail, effort 
to collect funds to erect, 324 ; meeting 
places, 343 ; members, list of, 343 ; 
memorial to Grand Lodge of England, 
'844, 338 ; memorial to G. L, England, 
resolution and reasons for a, 2^^, 334 : 
recommendation for new lodge at 
Kingston refused, 328 ; reorganization, 
1843, 336 ; request to lay corner stone of 
new Episcopal Church, Kingston, 327. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 11, Township of 
Haldimand, County of Northumberland, 
history, 1822-45, 378 ; curious methods 
of keeping accounts, 379; dormancv. 
379 ; members, 381 ; meeting place, 3Sn ; 
re-organization, 380 ; sanction of the G. 
L. of England for removal to Cobourg, 
380. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 159, G.R.L, Hawkes- 
bury, history, 1844-88, 586 ; action at 
formation Grand Lodge of Canada, 
587 ; chapter in connection with, ^?«> . 
meeting place, 586-587 ; members. earl\ . 
586; removal to Vankleek Hill, s^; : 
union with Plantagenet Lodge. No. »S<i. 

590- 
St. John's Lodge, No. 209, G. K.L. Ivon- 

don, history, 1841-55, 591 : atliliation 
G.L. Canada, 615 ; Carleton PUce. re- 
commendation given to neu k>dge hI, 
610 ; corner stone laying. St. Paul'^ 
Church, 599 ; correspondeece coniern- 
ing warrant and installation, 59, 5^3 . 
dispensation, 591 ; festivals, celebraiioii*^ 
of, 611-614 ; financial report, 1S4K. (104 . 
fines, 1842, list of, 595 ; Ingersoll. insial. 
lation of officers of new lodge ai. bii ; 
Ingersoll. recommendation for lotlj^e at, 
609 ; installation in presence of K. A. 
Masons, 606 : Masonic Hall, Thom|v 
son Wilson's offer for, 509, fi03 ; 
Masonic Hall, proposals for, 61 .». Oi 3 . 
meeting places, 592, 594, 601. 602. fc04, 
605; members, list of, 616; officers, tii7: 
patriotic fund, contribution to. '114 . 
Port Stanley, assistance given to new 
lodge at, 607, 609, 610: Prince .AIlH'ri 
Lodge, application for recommendation 
of, 608 ; public school, laying corner 
stone of, 605; rent for lodge nnnn. i*!^.'. 
amount of, 505 ; representative at it A. 
of Ireland, appointment of, 5t.^S ; K««\ \' 
Arch warrant, decision to obtain, >•!> . 
St. Thomas, installation ot ittft«oi<>. 
lodge at, 613; work, discussion cone. -til- 
ing, 610. 
St. John's Lodge, No. 231, G.K.L, Hanui- 
ton, history, 1852-55, bbS ; affili.ition K*. 
L. Canada, 673; application ot I>. Mur- 
ray, "tucker" and discussion iheie.ni. 
671; jurisdiction, ruling concerrmij;. r»-/ 
meeting places, 66H-672 : offi«.rf>, tusi 
668. 
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St. John's Lodjfe, No. 286, G.R.I., York 
(Grand River), history, 1851-55, ^^99 • 
meeting placeii, 6gc>, 700; rontoval to 
Cayiif^a, 700. 

St. John's R. A. Lod^e, No. 9, York 
(Toronto), history, 1822-25, 3^* » «n^«*^- 
l^amation with St. Georg-e's Lodg'e, No. 
c>, York (Toronto), 364; by-laws, portion 
of, 363 ; dis|)ensalion, 361 ; meetings 
place, 365 ; members, 1824, Hst of, 364. 

St. Paul's Church, London, laying- the cor- 
ner stone of, 599. 

St, Tluimas, deilication of new Ma.sonii- 
Hallat. 807. 

Sawyer, Edward, 127. 

Schofield, IVter, 417, 431 ; letter to John 
Oean, 1824, concern in jf difficulties in 
True Britons Lod>»'e, 418. 

Svhofield, W. A., Belle\ille, 431. 

Scobie, Hu^i^h, 2H4, 524. 

Si olland. (>rand lA>djfe of, extract from 
minutes Quarterly Communication, 1856, 
concerniu)^ formation Grand Lod^e of 
Canada, 478 ; (irand Lod^e of (I^urie's 
history), appointment of Prov. itrand 
.Masters, 478. 

SocortI, J a men, 168. 

Secord. I^'iura. itvS. 

Seafield, Karl «>!. 184. 

Sew I'll. Charles. ^S«>. 

Shearman, P., house of, 419. 

Shepherd. \Vm., h^i) ; letter to Col. Child, 1 
1847, concern HI kj the return of the war- I 
rant of l.otli;e No. 227, it.K.I., t>()i; let- 
ter toG.S. i». L. Ireland, undated, which 
accompanied memorial, W)2 ; letter to 
t'l. L. Irel.«iul, accompanvinji;: applica- 
tion toi warrant for Lod^e, Ni"*. 227. 
l». R. I.. <*<>! : leiterto G. Sec. G. I., of 
lieland, iSjS, concerning; constitution of 
I.od^je. No. 227. G.K.I., with list of otVi- 
cers. W)^ ; rec«'ipt for jewels of lAHlj»e. 
.No. 227, G.K.I., (1^7. 

Sheppard's Ta\frn, Vonj^e St., near Houj*: s I 
Hollow. 3f>S. 

Sheldon, John, 127. 

Sherwot>d, Levuis Peters. 271. 

Sherwood, Thos., funer.'il of, 318. 

Siddall, John, house of, 404. 

Smart, Rev. \Vm., 29 ; ap{X>intmeni as I). 
P.G.M., 75: letter to John IVan. 182^, 
Jirectinjj him to call meetintf. P.G.I-., 
77: letter to Snnon McGillixiay, 1825, 
admittiiit; en or in accept injj positu>ii 
l>.P.it.M.. 78 : letter to Simon McGilh- 
\fav, 182;. concerning prtH'eetluijjs of 
V Ci.L.. .)v 

Srmih. Sii llenrv, 340. 

Smith. .Mrs., ilauj^hter of Charles l>un- 
lomhe, iQi. 

Smith N KalK, loc.ilion. 211. 

South, Capt.. aihlres> on installation as 
W'.M. of i\\v .Miiuien LiHl^e, .\o. ty\, 
C».R.L. ^Sj. 

Si>vereen. Morfis, 40. 

S.»vere»);n, S. S . i^j^. 

62a 



Sparks, John, 2»o. 

Sphinx Lod^e, No. 263, C>. R. I., 20ihKeKt.. 

585. 
Steele, T. O., house of, 587. 
Stephens, U*. C, 671 ; rank of Pa^i (.i.tiid 

Master conferred upon, 914. 
Sterns, \V. M., hou.«ie of, 420- 
SteveiiH, Sr., Kldcr, 429. 
Strange, Maxwell \Vm., 340. 
Stratford, location of, 703. 
Stuart, Rev. George O'Kill, i<h), 
Stuart, Major Donald, staten>eni loiuern- 

tng Masonic Bible, 46th Re^t , <>;,i. 
.Sullivan, Hon. Robt. B., 284, .'51 , Kinv:- 

ston, rejection of nomination as lMt..M. 

for Cppor Canada, 217. 
Sumner, .AIh*1, 405. 
Sumner, \Vm., 405. 
Sussex Ltxlge, No. 3, Brockxille. hi-ntoix. 

1822*45, 313; dormancy, 31^. ;ui; inanJ 

\'isitor, action concerning appoiniment 

of, 317; meeting, minutes ot hf^i. \\ \ . 

meeting-place, 319 ; members. Ii^t t»l. 

319 ; n»eml>t*rs, charter, ;i ; . name. 

mistake in dispensation com « iiiir<k;, \t \. 

officers, 3 iQ ; resolution to er«.f 1 

Masonic Hall and scIio.^IIumin.-. ;»; 

revival, 1839, effort for, ;ih. 
Swartz Tavern, \\ estininsiei . j.*'' 
Syracuse, N.Y., 237. 



Taffi>rd, Mrs., datii^hter ot i li.ti)« ^ H •»• 

combe, iqi. 
Talbot, Kdward A.. 40S. 
Taylor, [)a\id, l>.l>ii.M. i>nav*.t Ph 

met. i8h8. extract report i .»iu .m »; *^' 

Ji'»hn s Lodije, .\o. 1 ;<». i» K.I . x*^.» 
Tavlor, Jerenu.ih. house o\. ;•>.* 
Telfer. S. 2S4. 
Temple I^nl>;e, No. 2;^. Be\»'iU \. . ■* m* 

1823-45, 4-»*»- 
Temple l.odge, iiu\Nbou». \ *^ . :<.; 
Thews, (ici^rge, lioie^e ol. 1 ;♦• 
Thistle I-odv;e, No. i*), Ainli.-i v ..-,. ,^-. v.* 

tlemeiU ot iliNptite b\ ir ^t I' ( > I , 

5.-h. 
TIkmii. John, extiaits tti»m .i«t«<i'i''« c* 

4t»8; tavern of, \t^>. 
Thompson, David. O17. 
Thomson, Hiii;h C., i>;. lettet, i>;i'. 

t'oncerning nunutes P.li. I . i*^ .•>-.•«*. i^;. 

pi ojK>sal for alternate m**et I" c- 1'^' I 

i 4S. 
Tluuiipst^n, W'llli.iin. i^.tkla' tJ imnt-, , w 

with. 304. 
Tin t'ap. lo*at»oii of, 2y\ 
T»sd;ile, l''tt/k:»M.ild, \4>. >4«i 
TiNilall. K. 1),. S43; lettei to P I. I . 

Canada West, iS>;, ct^ueimiik; «\ 

change of represent.ilixi's. ^;,.'. 
TollH»rt, Robt., Iuner.tl ot. ;',**. 
Townsend, K. H.. ap|H>tiileil spei ,.4! .t^i" • 

of I'hird P.li.l.. .4t l.ondiMi. ^7.': .»4 • . ■> 

•n i8^h, 74 V 
Tremavne. Rev. Francis, 2.»<>. 
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True Britons' Lodge, No. 21, Perth, his- 
tory, 1822-45, 415; correspondence con- 
cerning;;- dispensation, 415, 416; dispen- 
sation, 416; invitation to lay corner 5tone 
of new gaol, 424; meeting places, 417, 
419, 420, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425; record 
of John Auldjo's visit to Canada, 423; 
visit from James Fitzgibbon, 418. 

Trueman, John, 619. 

Tucker, Phillip C, G. M., G. L. of Ver- 
mont, 814; communication on Canadian 
situation, 1857, published in ** Masonic 
Observer," 795; extract from letter to 
G. L. Canada, in acknowledgment of 
rank conferred, 905. 

Tullamore, Lord, initiation, 287. 

TuUy, Kivas, 531; affiliation with King 
Solomon's Lodge, No. 222, 624; ap- 
pointment as representative G. L. Can- 
ada near G. L. Ireland, 905; motion for 
independence, 1853, 552. 

Turkey Point (Port Norfolk), 383. 

Turquand, Bernard, biography, 181; ac- 
tion concerning P. G. L. of 1842, 204; 
circular to lodges, 1826, to take up new 
warrants, 103 ; extract from letter to 
John Dean, 1822, showing issue of dis- 
pensation to Lodge, No. 26, Townsend, 
(No. 14), 388 ; extract letter to John 
Dean, 1825, referring to work as P.G.S., 
and dispensation issued, 100 ; letter to 
John Dean concerning dispensations 
issued, 1822, 38; letter to John Dean, 
1823, requesting <«ttendance meeting 
P.G.L., 58; letter to John Dean, 1825, 
concerning appointment Rev. \Vm. 
Smart, 77; letter to Simon McGillivray. 
1826, referring to appointment of P. G. 
Architect and D.P.G.M., 114; letter to 
John Bcikie, enclosing proceedings 
annual meeting P. G. L., 1828, 151 ; 
Masonic connection, 181 ; opinion, posi- 
tion of Prov. G. Secy., 76 ; reply to John 
Beikie, 1828, concerning delay payment 
of advance made by Simon McGillivray, 
151 ; reply to John Dean, 1839, concern- 
ing warrant of Sussex Lodge, No. 3, 
Brockville, 319; voted £50, 80. 

Turquand, John, 181. 

Turton's buildings (Lamb's Hotel), To- 
ronto, 295, 489. 

Tyrone Inn, Toronto, 619, 622, 

Twentieth Regiment, history of, 577 ; 
colors, description of, 578. 

U 

Union of the Canadian Craft, articles 
of, with amendments, 835 ; ceremony 
of, 907 ; consummation of, 896 ; dis- 
cussion of, 806-808, 830 ; letter of W. 
M. Wilson to Francis Richardson, 1857, 
urging, 808 ; medal, 918; minutes meet- 
ings committee of officers of Grand 
Lodge of Canada for consideration of, 
880-882 : proposed preamble and resolu- 
tions, proposed by delegates to G. L. of 



Canada and ancient G. L. lor settlemcMU 
of, 882 ; renewal of negotiations for, 
879 ; report of joint committee from 
P.G.L. Canada West and G. I-. Canada, 
to arrange for, 833 ; resolutions passed 
by G. L. of Canada in favor of, 834 ; 
resolutions passed in P. G. L. of Canada 
West, favoring, 810, 833 ; Wilson, W. 
M,, paragraphs from address of, 1857, 
concerning, 813, also, 1858, 903. 

Union Lodge No. 13, Township of Rich- 
mond, County of Lennox, history, 1822- 
45, 387 ; petition for removal to Frede- 
ricksburgh, 387. 

Union Hall, Dunnviile, 684. 

Union Lodge No. 8, Grimsby, history, 
1822-27, 357 J meeting place, 350 ; nUMn- 
bers, 360 ; warrant from England, re- 
ceipt o\\ 359. 

Union Lodge No. 17, Township of Ancas- 
ter, Coimty of Wentworth, 400. 

" United Empire Loyalist,' Dec. 29th, 1S27. 
account of celebration festival St. John 
the Evangelist by St. George's Loilgt*. 
No. 9, York (Toronto). 375. 

United Lodge .Vo. 16, Township of Mur- 
ray, County of Norlhumheriand. ln«<tory, 
1822-45, 39^ • warrant, 398 ; removal to 
Cramahe, 399. 

Unity Lodge, Whitby, history. i8j2, 434 ; 
appeal to Si. Andrews Lodge No. 1, 
Toronto, concerning election and sub- 
sequent action of W..M.. 1S41, 437-43?^; 
meetii.g places, 435. 43O, 438. 

Upper C^mada, Bank of, q ^5. 

Upper Canada, '* Preleiuled ' Bank of. 

39- 
Upper Canada, condition Craft 1^37. «')4 : 
condition Craft i8-25-(>, 100 ; coniiiiion of 
roads, 1826-30, 145 ; fir-nt novel publish- 
ed in, 73 ; lodgO", resmne of work at'for 
1822, 154 ; lodges, resvnne of work. 1S27, 
150; lodges, resume of work, 1825, 102 ; 
lodges, 1826, resume of work, 120; 
lodges contributing to L'niicil G.L. of 
England. 1823, 68; lodges, ow roll of 
Pro. G. Lodge, 1825, 101 ; lodges, 182S, 
condition, 152 ; governing bodies prior 
to formation of Grand Lodge of Canada, 
717 ; perplexing notations of lodges, 95; 
proposal to have two P. Grand Lodges, 
114 ; transportation in 1822, 2t. 



Van Clove, Capt. James, 131 ; extract 
concerning William Morgan, from boc»k 

Van Cleve, Erin, 131. 

Van Cleve, Mrs. Harriett. 133; extract 
from letter of Thurlow Weed 10, 134. 

Vankleek Hill, 586. 

Vaughan, Col. John, 641. 

Victoria Lodge, Townships of Lansdowne 
and Yonge, Co. of Leeds, history, 1842, 
220 : dispensation, 220 ; meeting-place, 

22t. 
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X'ittoria, location of, ."jKi. I Wilson, Thompson, offer for Masonic Hall, 

London, 5<)9, 603. 
^^ I Wilson, William Mercer, 15S, 4S1. 513; 

Wall, Arthur, house of, Smith's I'alK, addresses as G. M., 7<h>. Sj i. tjoi ; elt'c- 

214. I lion as Gran.l Master C*. L. ot C'an;ida, 

Wallis, Thos., 367 ; statement concorninjf 726; first time to preside meeting tVCt.L., 

visit of Wm. Morgan to Lodge No. 16, 520 ; letter to Francis Kit lianlson, 1H57, 

3<)i ; statement concerning St. Cieorges concerning union of ilie Craft, SoS ; 

Loili^o, No. 9, York (Toronto), 377. notice of resolution for Masonic division 

Warrants. Kideau Lodge, No. J5, Burrilt's of Upper C:inada, 5(k): loronlo, 1^55. 

Rapids, 1844, from Ziha M. Phillips, 449; visit to, H07 ; work during 1857 in juiis- 

I'nilcd Lodge, No. 16, Murray, fri> in diction, ^^(y. 

S«'cond I*rov. Grand Lodge (McGilli- Wiltsie, Renoni, 426. 

vrav), 308 ; Lodge, No. 14, Towiis«muI, Wolfe, General Jam«*s, 57.**. 

r8j.». from Second Provincial G. L. Wood, Thos. L., letter, 1S24. 10 W..M. Ail- 

(Mci'tillivray), 389; Lei nsler Lodge, No. dington Lodge, No. 7, 147. 

28^, ti.R.L, from G. L. of Ireland, . Woodbury, Kdwin, .SnaitiHil. 703. 

1821, 685. Woik, effort to sfcure iiinf»»riiiii\ \ti. w<u 

Warren, John B., 435. S'* * rest>Uiiion lo dctciii>ine lOiroti 

WaslihuMie, Mrs., of Toronto, 174. I mode of, ^Uf. 

Washington, Gen. Geo., initi.Htion of, 644; • Worthington. A., Hranll»>rd, 7*11. 

Masonic apron, 645 ; Masonic connec- [ Wright. J., ()5t). 

tion, 645. • Wnght, James Kohinson. l.-«it*f \o ]oUv 

Wateroiis, C. H. Brantford, 701. Dean, i8.»>, 4-tM>c*Mninu v'.ip.ul'.m war- 

Wat«ion, Richard. 280, 371, 481, 484 ; fun- ■ rant for I.tMnsU*r I.oJci'. \.». .♦>;,('•. R. I.. 

era! i>l, 517 ; newspaper at't'oiinls of tun- ^>S<) ; letter to Jt»liii I>iMri. iNj»». eiu i»»s. 

eral, 518. ' iiiv; wan ant iil l.cmHifi I. .»*!»;«• \o. .»v^. 

Weed, Thurlow, letter (extract) lo .Mis. ii.R.L, tKjo : letter 10 |.»hii l>i .»n. i>."». 

Harriett YanCIeve, 134; statement con- ' *'i^iiceriiinv; i»*tjiiesl ol it. I. *»l liel.nu! 

cerning Wm. Morgan, 124. I**r the letiini of w.in.nt .otl n.iiiMle 

WehsttT, Cornelius, 481; statement eon- hoi>ks of Lenistef l.iuiv:.-. \i« .**• ;.l«. K .1., 

cerning meeting place Barton Lodi^^e. ^ t>o>. 

470 : statements concerning Sir .Mian W ught. Rt>l>eit, fuiu'r.il. ^7 ;. 

.MacN'ah's notification ot his appt^nt- 

ment as P.G.M. of Upper Canada, »»,>«>. 
Weller. W. H.. 524. Yariiin^l.>ii. H\.. Bunifo-il. ;.m 

Wellington Loilge, No. 238, G. R. I., I>umi- \'i»«>. Sir | ttiu's. \*t^. 

ville. history. 1854-5, 682 ; meeting pi. lit'. Yoik, Fri«JiM u . I >uk.' i»l. Je »» '• >t. • ,; 

()S4 ; meeting, minutes of tirsl. (»S;. 
Wellington Buildings, Toronto, 6J3. ^ 

Wellington Persevering Lotige, .\o. .'o. I., /etl.uul. h.nl oi. i. \| I •.•.•.« i.'.i"j 

C anaiia, 432. I.o^lv;** i^l I'ut^l.i'ul » n.i m .•>.♦ .it »"i -inJe 

West, Bartholomew, 643. 41I) June. iN^o. t>n i .in,t*ii »n . .»sf. 7,1"; 

Western .Assurance building, Toronto. (>j^, eoiu essions \o l*.i'. i i .m-tvia \\.'v». 

(>3'. I ^>7, propt^sed l>\ S«n> . lO"-'!.'.-. . .i* o'« 

Western Light Lodge, No. 18, Lloxthoun. • madi- 3HI Sepi.. iS;'». »>•! i ai iJ- «• ta-. 

Township of King, history, 182^-45. 74^>J Canadian V. lati. jn- im^x. ..| ^(\,'« 

4<"><K lo retei \o i'ol.»n .il |%«Mid « »»•• ■• j » .i- 

White. Win., G. Sec'y G.L. of Knclaiul. ii(>nstn>m. 777: i.mad ai- v 1 if. »»Ktie«»'. 

extrai t from letter to Simon McC»illi\ ray. to ti. L. ot lnv;Iand. 4ih M^*.'*. i>;7. 

enclosing list of U.Ccontributing lodges, sht^wmg pii>posed \ oiu csn-o-v '01. ** » 7 . 

W>. iei'i>v;ni(ii^n ot itiaiul 1 o»lm- ot V an.id.« 

Whitney. John. Rochester, N.Y.. 124. 127. West. aiUtn-.iiion ol. s*^; : * o"esiv»'.ii. 

128, 129; extracts from slaleineni eon- em «•, i8;;.S. with 1". Po- i. 1*. Mi' .:*oii. 

cerning Wm. Morgan, 129, 130. oi\ Canailian siiiia«it>n. 'n , *» ,; ; t. k- ou 

Whyte, Col. John, 641. ledgment of re-«iv.n.it*o- .^t I l>«'.k;a- 

Widiner, I>r.. Christopher, 270. Hannvrtoii, S^v 

Wilkes, Geo. S., Brantford, 701. XetlaiulW ilson ai:i«vmi' : * o:u i-r • »'^ 

\\ illis, fohn, Sei *v />w /«'w/.. Loilge i>l Con- K. .oiadi.ui 1. tali, «♦-..• 

cord, 352. /immeiman, S inMu-l. hiiu • t .-1 's.,7. 

Wils4>n, Adam, >24. /«ms. ihi istt»p>u'i . luneia. ;.♦» 
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